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MICHEL  LEPELLETIER  de  SAINT 

FARGEAUi 


THE  family  of  Lepelletier  was  originally  of  Man^^  HiifamUyj 
where  records  of  its  eftablilhm^nt  were  pre- 
ferved  as  far  back  as  the  year  i  jo8.    His  father  was 
a  judge,  and  filled  that  office  with  remarkable  feve^ 
rity. 

The  fubjeft  of  thefe  tnemoirs  was  bred  to  the  proi^  Birth  and 
fefiion  of  the  law^  and  attained  the  important  and  P~f«ffi<w» 
honorable  office  of  preftdetit  d  Mortier^  in  the  par^ 
liament  of  Paris  \ 

Before  the  revolution,  Lepelletier  was  remarkably  Condtift 
nnobtrufive  J  he  forbore  interfering  in  the  difputes  Pj^^'o«»to 
between  his  body  and  the  crown  **;  would  not  affume  lution,^* 
,^'    titles  of*nobiIity,  though  he  poflefled  feveral  counties 
^    and  marquifates  in  his  own  right  ^ ;  and  principally 
?)    employed  himfelf  in  the  improvement  of  the  very 
^  large  property  he  derived  from  his  father.   His  great 
Y^   wealth  procured  him  the  reputation  of  being  proud 
^f    and  avaricious,  and  his  making  fo  unimportant  a 
'    figure  with  fo  many  advantages,  gave  rife  to  an 
^    opinion  very  derogatory  to  his  talents  **.  He  was,  hoW- 
*    ever,  a  member  of  the  fociety  det  Amis  des  Noirs,  and 

*  Diftionnatrt  de  la  Noblefle*    Conjuration  de  d^Orleantj  roh  iii« 

^  Apelogte  deft  Pro]eta»  &c.  p.  aso. 

*  Impartial  Hiftory,  toI.  t.  p.  347. 

*  Madame  Reland  calls  him  "a  poor  rich  nan/*  hmmtf^ihUet  tUUi 
iippel*  Yol.  ii*  p.  7».  But  the  author  of  the  Afologit  da  Frtjtts,  &c. 
wJlo  ia  not  to  be  fufpeaed  of.  partiality  towards  Lepelletier^  ailowa  hiai 
to  have  pot^fStd  wit^  leamingt  and  vigor  of  inttUeS,  p.  aao. 
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confidered  of  importance  fufficient  to  be  one  of  the 
regulating  committee  % 
tnthecon-      He  was  a  member  of  the  conftituent  aflembtyt 
affcmbJ      ^here  his  eloquence  procured  him  no  admiration^  but 
*"*  ^'  from  the  beginning  of  the  revolution  he  attached 
himfelf  to  Orleans,  and  never  deferted  his  party.  In 
this  he  was  influenced  by  the  timidity  of  avarice,  and 
the  defire  of  increafing  his  (tore ;  he  was  perfuaded 
that  nothing  but  the  mendfliip  of  the  predominating 
party  could  refcue  him  from  profcription,  and  was 
amufed  with  expe£tations,  which  applied  to  his  pre- 
vailing and  infatiable  pafGon,  and  produced  a  firm 
adherence  to  men,  from  whofe  condud  the  purity 
4th  AugBft  of  his  mind  might  have  led  him  to  revolt  ^    He  was 
'  ^ ^^*       prefident  of  the  aflembly  at  that  famous  fitting  \  when 
an  inconfiderate  emulation  led  the  nobility  and  clergy 
to  iacrifice  all  their  rights  and  privil^es,  and  i^oke 
r^xh  jun«  with  fome  efie£i;  on  the  queilion  concerning  the  2Jx>li« 
•790-       tion  of  titles '. 

Forms  the      His  principal  labor  was  the  formation  of  the  penal 
penal  code.  ^^^  jj^  ^^  j^^^  conftitution,  which  gave  rife  to  many 

debates.  His  mind  was  by  nature  difpofed  to  mercy 
and  gentlenels,  and  though  the  grafting  of  modem 
philofophy  on  a  ftudent  of  the  old  jurifprudence, 
fometimes  produced  a  groteCque,  fometimes  an  im- 
moral effeft ;  yet  all  his  notions  were  derived  from 
laudable  fources,  and  many  of  them  had  an  appear- 
ance of  reftitude  and  propriety.  He  was,  at  firfl, 
for  abolifhing  pains  of  death,  confining  the  punifh- 
ment  of  crimes  to  civic  degradation,  public  ezpofure, 
folitary  imprifonment,  chains,  or  hard  labor,  accord- 
ing to  the  magnitude  of  the  ofiience.  This  innova- 
tion was  too  great  for  him  to  carry,  but  he  fucceeded 
in  obtaining  a  fuppreffion  of  all  tortures  or  fuper- 
added  punifhments,  or,  to  ufe  his  own  phrafe,  ^^  re* 

*  Memoire  du  Jacobin ifme,  par  Bamiel»  vol.  ii.  p.  447. 
^  Conjuration  do  d'OrleanS)  vol.  i.  p.  295.    Apologiej  &c.  ubi 
itfpra* 
I  Impartial  Hiftory)  voUi.  p.  i%y  347.  I>ebatei. 
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^  ducedthe  fentence  of  death,  to  theprivation  of  life.^* 
In  other  parts  of  his  code  he  betrayed  great  want  of 
judgment,  and  fhewed  himfelf  completely  bewildered 
in  the  labyrinths  of  pretended  philofophy«  He  at- 
tempted, with  a  corre£hiefs  truly  ridiculous,  to  fix 
the  proportions  of  puniihment  to  be  inflicted  on  an 
unnatural  fon,  who  maimed  his  parent,  fo  as  to  make 
the  extent  of  the  penalty,  exadly  commenfurate  to 
the  nature  of  the  injury.  He  endeavoured  to  obtain 
for  malei^dors  a  period  of  three  days  to  appeal 
againft  their  fentence,  or  move  in  arrefl  of  judgment; 
he  abolifhed  whipping  and  branding  of  criminals, 
but,  on  the  other  hand,  he  gave  to  pnmarv  aflemblies 
an  undefined  power  of  corredional  puniinmenti  and 
inflided  four  years  imprifonment  on  the  perfon  who 
ihould  ffrike  a  public  nin^onarv.  He  was  the  parent 
of  two  monfters  in  the  jurifprudential  fyftem,  which 
froftrated  all  the  humanity  of  his  intentions ;  namely, 
that  juries  Ihould  decide  on  the  law,  the  fad,  and  the 
intention  of  the  parties,  and  (hould  apply  the  puniih- 
ment; and  that  the  crown  ihould  be  deprived  of 
the  power  of  pardoning.  He  was  the  fim  who  in-  %6th  June 
troduced  the  practice  of  the  prefident  putting  on  his  '7^^* 
hat  in  cafes  of  tumult  which  his  authority  was  in- 
fufficient  to  reftrain  ^ 

From  the  dilTolution  of  the  conftituent  aflembly,  ^"J^*"**"* 
he  remained  in  obfcurity* ;  he  made  no  figure  at  the  \t^r^ 
the  Jacobin  club,  and  I  nnd  no  trace  of  him  in  any  i«tive  •£. 
public  trania£tion,  except  an  addrefs,  which,  as  pre-  f  "^ 'S*e- 
fident  of  the  department  of  Tonne,  he  prefented  to  eembcr 
the  legiflative  aflembly,  on  the  fubjeft  of  the  war,  *79«» 
and  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  procured 
him  the  honors  of  the  fitting  ^ 

He  was  returned  to  the  national  convention  for  Member  of 
the  department  of  Yonne,  but  was  as  little  diftin-  ^^  ? 


Yenuoa* 


^  See  the  Debates  of  the  Conftituent  AfTembly,  from  the  %^d  of 
May  179 1  to  its  diflblutioni  and  for  the  laft  fad|  Anecdotes  du 
Kfgoe  de  Louis  XVI.  foK  I'u  p.  153* 

*  Debates. 
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guiftcd,  as  in  the  preceding  part  of  his  career.  He 
(hewed  his  attachment  to  the  Mountain,  and  more 
particularly  to  Orleans,  by  voting  againft  the  Brif- 
fotine  motion  for  a  law  againft  the  mftigators  of  mur- 
joth  Oc-  der,  alleging  as  a  reafon,  that  it  would  be  a  reftraint 
toDeri79».  ^^  ^j^^  Hbicrty  of  the  prefs.  His  condud  refpefting 
c?ua7c"  ^^^  king's  trial  is  involved  in  much  doubt  and  un- 
ft^eaingr  certainty.  It  is  faid,  on  one  hand,  that  he  bad  made 
the  king,  j^  Q2Lth  never  to  vote  for  the  death  of  any  perfon, 
but  that  Orleans,  fearing  the  queftion  of  the  king's 
condemnation  would  be  loft,  partly  by  terror,  and 
partly  by  promifes,  influenced  him  to  change  his  de- 
termination, and  to  bring  over  twenty-five  members 
who  had  refolved  to  vote  as  he  did  ^.  In  fupport  of 
this  aflertion,  Briflbt  fays,  that  Lepelletier,  at  the 
c^mimittee  of  legiflation,  in  the  prefence  of  twenty 
witnefles,  defended  the  propriety  of  an  appeal  to  the 
people,  and  faid,  if  the  appeal  was  not  carried,  it 
Would  be  moft  advifable  to  vote  for  the  imprifon- 
ment  of  the  king  ^  But  I  do  not  confider  it  at  alf 
certain,  that  he  ever  intended  to  fliew  any  mercy  to 
the  imprifoned  fovereign,  or  to  vote  otherwife  than 
as  the  fdftion  to  whom  he  had  attached  himfelf 
*7«h^No-  fhould  direft.  Long  before  the  period  alluded  to  by 
Briffot,  he  brought  up  an  addrefs  from  the  friends  of 
the  republic  at  Auxerre,  in  which  were  thefe  cx- 
preflions :  **  Nations  wait  with  anxiety  for  the  fen- 
*•  tence  you  are  about  to  pafs  on  Louis  XVI.  Let  it 
**  be  terrible  and  fpeedy  ;  let  it  make  the  tyrants  of 
**  the  earth  tremble. — Let  the  blood  of  the  moft 
**  worthlefs  of  confpirators  expiate  his  crimes  without 
•*  delay^.^^  It  is  very  improbable  that  a  man  who 
favoured  fuch  an  addrefs,  fhould  be  an  advocate  for 
an  appeal  to  the  people,  or  for  any  other  meafure 
tending  to  fave  the  king.  But  a  ftronger  proof  arife^ 
fiom  the  opinion  on  this  buflnefs,  which  he,  like 

k  Conjuration  de  d*0ileant,  vol.  iii.  p.  »)».  Pag^t  Hiftoire  Sccrett, 
Tol.  ii.  p.  ic<. 
1  Briilbt  a  fcs  CommettADS»  p.  iS.  n«  «  Debates* 

many 
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many  others,  had  publilhed  pending  the  trial ;  iii 

which  he  faid,  that,  ^<  if  the  reprefentatives  of  the 

"  people  openly  betrayed  their  caufe,  by  pronoun- 

*'  dng  againft  their  confcience,   the  acquittal  of  the 

"  tyrant,  then  the  people  would  have  a  right  of  infur- 

"  redion;  that  is  to  fay,  a  right  of  withdrawing  their 

"  confidence  from  their  treacherous  deputies.**     He  5th  jaru- 

was  afterwards  reproached  by  Petion  in  the  conven-  *'y»793» 

don  for  this  very  declaration ". 

He  voted  for  the  fentence  of  death,   and  againft  uu  de&th. 
the  appeal  to  the  people.     The  day  of  the  king's  ex- 
ecution, he  went  to  dine  at  a  cbfiee-houfe  in  the 
Jardin  de  PEgalite.    Six  perfons  came  from  an  ad- 
joining apartment,  and  one  of  them  faid^  '^  There  is 
"  that  fcoundrel  Lepelletier.'* — **  My  name  is  Le- 
pellctier,**  he  anfwered;  "  but  I  am  no  fcoundrel.*'— 
^  Did  you  not  vote  for  the  death  of  the  king  ?**  faid 
the  affaffin.     "  I  did,**  anfwered  the  deputy ;   "  but . 
**  diat  was  a  duty  impofed  on  me  by  my  confcience.*' 
Hardly  had  he  uttered  thefe  words,  when  the  perfon 
to  whom  they  were  addreffed,  plunged  a  fabre  in  his 
body,  and  made  his  efcape.     The  wounded  deputy  2»j^Ja«"- 
was  taken  home,  and  expired  at  one  o'clock  the  next  ^^^^ 
morning. 

Such  is  the  account  of  this  event  given  in  the  con-  obfcna- 
vendon,  and  publilhed  by  their  authority.  I'he  jjl^cff.as. 
Mountain  availed  themfelves  of  the  pretended  cir- 
cumflances,  to  impute  the  fa6l  to  their  political  anta- 
gonifts ;  their  declamations  in  the  convention,  the 
addrefs  of  the  Jacobin  club  to  the  affiliated  focieties 
and  to  the  legiflative  body,  dwell  ftrongly  on  this  faft, 
and  it  tended  very  much  to  deftroy  the  popularity  of 
the  Briflbtines ".  But  there  are  many  improbabilities 
in  the  narrative;  particularly  that  fo  long  a  converfa- 
tion,  and  fo  dehberate  a  murder,  fhould  take  place 

>  Roh^fpirne  a  Tes  Commettans,  vol.  ii.  p.  194. 

*  See  Debates  in  the  Corvrntion,  21A  January^  8th  sin  J  sjt^Fe- 
fcniary,  1795.  Sec  alfo  Robfff^ierrc  a  it&  Commrttans,  voU  ii.  p.  135. 
HI*  346*  iinflbt  a  ies  Cominctmns,  p.  17.  n. 
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in  a  public  coffee-houfe,  in  the  mpft  frequented  part 
of  Fd&Sj  and  yet  the  afiafGn  efcape,  without  any  ef- 
fort being  made  to  detain  him.  It  is  faid,  on  the 
other  fide,  that  the  man  wllo  murdered  him,  uttered 
a  few  hafty  reproaches,  and  then  perpetrated  the 
deed;  that  St.  Fargeau  fell,  and  immediately  expired, 
uttering  only  the  words,  "  jf^aifroid^*'  lam  cold^. 
We  are  told,  that  the  deceafed,  at  the  moment  of  ex- 
piring, uttered  a  fine  fentence,  which  was  engraved 
on  his  tomb ;  but  this  is  very  improbable.  No  men- 
tion was  made  of  it  in  the  fim  report  of  the  affair  to 
the  convention,  and  the  fi£Hon  was  obvioufly  calcu- 
lated to  anfwer  two  views ;  to  counteradl  the  im- 
preffion  of  the  lad  words  of  the  monarch,  and  to 
excite  fufpidons  of  the  BriflR>tines,  by  the  hope  they 
contsdn,  diat  the  death  of  the  fpeaker  would  unmq/k 
the  enemies  rf  the  republic. 
stftjaiitf.  Ten  days  after  Lepelletier's  death,  his  prefumed 
^  >793-  aflaflin  was  difcovered,  at  Forges  les  Eaux.  He  was 
Death  of  an  ex^guard  of  the  king,  named  Paris.  After  the 
Paris,  his    death  of  Lepclletier,  a  fearch  had  been  directed, 

nurdtfv.  ^^^  ^^^^  P"^^  *^  ^9*>  ^^  which  day  Paris  is 
fuppofed  to  have  made  his  efcape ;  he  pUrfued  his 
way  to  Forces,  where  he  arrived  the  31ft.  The 
manner  in  which  he  behaved  at  the  inn  exciting  fome 
fufpicions,  a  guard  was  fent  fori;  and  while  they  were 
putting  fome  queftions  tohim,  he  blew  out  his  brains, 
firitb  a  dwble^Mtrrelled  pifiol^  loaded  with  two  chewed 
buUets  \  When  he  was  ftripped,  two  papers  were 
found  next  his  ftomach ;  the  tender-hearted  Tallien 
declined  (hewing  them  to  the  convention,  becaufe, 
being  ftained  with  blood,  they  were  a  difgufting 
fpeftacle ;  but,  on  his  word,  one  of  them  contained 
thefe  expreffions :  "  My  brevet  of  honor." — 
^*  Let  no  one  be  molefted.  No  one  was  my  accom- 
^^  plice  in  the  fortunate  execution  of  the  villain  St« 

f  Conjuntion  de  d*0rletnt»  vol.  iiu  p.  s4i«  Paget  Hiftoire  Secrete^ 
voK  ii.  p.  70. 
«  TaUicn't  Report  to  the  ConYenticn,  February  stb. 

**  Fargeau* 
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^  F^xgeaca.  If  he  had  not  fallen,  I  would  hare  done 
<<  a  more  praife^worthy  adion,  I  would  have  purged 
<^  the  country  of  the  regicide,  the  patricide,  the  par- 
^  ridde,  Orleans.— Let  no  one  be  molefted.*— The 
*^  Frendi  are  a  nation  of  daftards,  to  whom  I  leave 
^^  diefe  words : 

<<  People,  dont  les  forfalts  jettent  partout  refiroi, 
*<  Avec  calme  et  plaifir  j^abandonne  la  vie, 
f <  Ce  n'eft  que  par  la  mort  qo'on  peut  fair  nnhmie 
*<  Qu 'inipriine  far  nos  fnmu  le  faogde  notre  roi." 

Frenchmen,  whofe  crimes,  the  vnirerfe  affright, 

Life  I  reCgn,  with  calmnefs  and  delight ; 

Bj  death  alone  I  (hun  the  dire  di%race. 

Which  our  king's  blood,  ftamps  on  each  Frenchman's 
face. 

On  this  abfurd  narrative  I  fhall  make  no  comment. 
The  foUowuig  extrad  from  madame  Roland,  will 
enable  the  reader  to  form  his  own  conjedures : 

'^  The  aifaflination  of  Lepelleder  is  ftill  a  kind  of 
•*myftery;  but  I  fliall  never  forget  two  circum- 
*^  ftances,  which  I  will  relate  in  this  place :  ift,  That  I 
**  faw  all  the  perfons  who  are  at  this  day  profcribed, 
'  in  defpair  at  the  event ;  I  faw  Buzot  and  Louvet 
^fighing,  and  fhedding  tears  of  anger,  under  a 

*  perfuafion  that  /$me  bold  mountaineer  had  perpe^ 

*  trated  this  aSfion^  to  attribute  it  to  the  right  Jide^ 

*  and  to  make  it  the  means  of  exciting  the  popular  fa-- 
^  naticifm  againji  them.  2d,  That  Gorfas,  declaring 
^  pretty  plainly  the  fame  opinion,  adds,  that  in  all 

*  probability  the  (ijpiff^tt  would  never  be  difcovered^ 

*  or  would  not  be  brought  forward  alive.  It  is  true 
^  that  a  Parifian  mountaineer,  employed  with  another 
'  to  fearch  after  the  affaffin,  met  with  Paris  in  Nor- 

*  mandy,  in  a  public  houfe,  where  they  faid  hq 
^  blew  out  his  brains.  It  is  alfo  true  that  the  Moun- 
^  tpin  inade  a  kind  of  faint  of  Lepelletier,  a  filly, 

B  4  "  rich 
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*^  rich  man,  who  certainly  never  expe£ted  any  fiich 
^*  thing,  having  joined  them  through  fear ;  the  only 
*^  eflential  fervice  he  ever  rendered  them  was,  in  dy- 
^'  ing  as  he  did  V* 
Funeral        The  honors  paid  to  St.  Fargeau,  after  his  deceafe, 
humSSi     ^^^^  ^  extraordinary  contraft  with  the  infignificance 
honori*     of  his  life.     Robefpierre  himfelf  made  the  motion, 
that  his  body  fliould  be  depofited  in  the  Pantheon, 
and  that  the  convention  ihould  attend  his  funeral. 
ft4tb  ja-    Theceremony  was  performed  with  the  utmoft  grandeur 
n»»ry-      and  folcmnity.  The  pedeftal  in  the  place  Venddmej  on 
which  the  flatue  of  Louis  XIV.  formerly  ftood,  was 
adorned  with  a  drapery  of  white  crape,  with  feftbons 
of  oak  and  cyprefs.     On  each  fide  were  placed  vafes 
with  frankincenfe,   and  on  two  of  its  faces  were 
written,  in  letters  of  gold,  the  fuppofed  laft  words  of 
Lepelletier :  ^^  I  am  content  to  fhed  my  blood  for 
^'  my  country;   I  hope  it  will  confolidate  liberty 
^^  and  equality,   and  unmaik  our  enemies.''     At 
eight  o'clock  in  the  morning,  detachments  of  volun- 
feersandnational  guards,  with  fifes  andmuffled  drums, 
were  on  the  ground.  At  eleven,  the  body  of  Lepelle- 
tier, ftark  naJ^ed  to  (hew  his  wound, was  brought  fron\ 
his  brother's  houf(^,  and  depofited  on  the  pedeflaL 
The  members  of  the  convention  arrived  at  twelve ; 
.  the  prefident  placed  a  civic  garland  on  the  head  of 
the  deceafed;    a  funeral  oration  was  pronounced, 
after  which  a  procefiion  fet  out  from  the  place  Veth 
d6me^  to  the  Pantheon^  in  the  following  order : 

A  Company  of  Miners. 

A  Banner. 

A  Troop  of  Horfe. 

A  Body  of  Pikemen. 

The  Tables  of  the  L^w. 

A  Body  of  Horfb. 

V  Afpcl  \  rimpartiale  foierit^^  toI.  ii.  p.  71. 
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A  Banner. 

The  Declaratba  of  the  Rights  of  Man. 

A  Coq)8  of  Cannoneers. 

The  Statue  of  Liberty. 

Detachment  of  Federates. 

The  Fdfca  of  the  84  Departments,  carried  by  Federates* 

Muffled  Drums  and  Fifes. 

The  Banner  of  the  Republic. 

Twelve  Huiffiers* 

The  Prefident  of  the  Convention,    furrounded  by  the 

Honorary  Secretaries. 

The  Members  of  the  National  Convention  two  and  two 

THE  BODY  OF  LEPELLETIER. 

This  was  reclining  on  the  bed  on  which  he  died,  the  flieett 
of  which  were  drenched  with  his  blood. 

The  Corpfe  was  naked^  in  order  to  difplay  his  ghaftly 

wound. 

On  one  fide  of  the  Corpfe, 
The  Sabre  of  the  Aflaffin  fufpended  from  a  Pike  \ 

On  the  other. 

The  Qothes  which  he  had  on  when  he  was  murdered. 

The  Family  and  Relations  of  the  Deceafed. 

A  Banner,  with  the  dying  Deputy^s  laft  Words  infcribed 

upon  it. 

Warlike  Mufic.  [The  Drum$  and  Fifes,  &c.  muffled.J 

The  Provifional  Executive  Council, 

A  Body  of  Pikemen. 

The  Directory  of  the  Department. 

A  Body  of  Horfe. 

The  Municipality  of  Paris* 

A  Detachment  of  Cannoneers. 

A  Number  of  Mothers  with  their  Children. 

A  Band  of  Pikemen. 

The  Eleaoral  Body  of  Paris. 

Eight  Huifliers. 

The  Members  of  the  Courts  of  Juftice. 

A  Body  of  Federates; 

A  Scar« 
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A  Scarlet  Bonnet, 

The  Jacobin  Society* 

A  Body  of  Federates* 

A  Body  of  Horfe, 

A  Company  of  Pioneeri. 

This  procef&on  lafted  two  hours,  during  which, 
the  mufic  of  the  national  guards  performed  a  funeral 
dirge.  The  remains  of  Lepelletier  were  depofited  in 
the  Pantheon,  in  a  niche  between  thofe  of  Voltaire 
and  Mirabeau.  The  mufic  played  federal  surs ;  the 
brother  of  the  deceafed  delivered  an  oration  in  his 
praife;  the  members  of  the  convention  fwore  to 
preferve  union  and  confraternity,  aiul  to  lave  the 
country ;  and  the  ceremony  concluded  with  a  grand 
chorus  to  Liberty  •. 

But  this  was  not  the  only  ftep  taken  to  perpetuate 
his  memory  ;  the  fediion  des  filles  St.  Thomas  tool^ 
his  name,  and  one  of  the  ihips  of  the  republic  was 
called  after  him.  Forty^^ght  feafts  were  given  ia 
honor  of  him  and  Marat}  maufoleums  were  ere£ked 
to  him  in  every  commune ;  his  buft  was  in  all 
the  temples,  and  theatres,  and,  throughout  the  de«- 
partments,  was  to  be  feen  in  almoft  every  houfe( 
Robefpierre  himfelf  placed  it  oh  the  altar  of  the  Su- 
preme Being,  the  day  he  made  his  abfurd  and  facri- 
legious  feaft'^ 

Lepelletier,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  was  on  the 
point  of  forming  a  matrimonial  engagement  with 
Madame  de  Fontenay,  daughter  of  the  famous  Ga- 
barus,  who  was  fo  long  perfecuted  by  the  inquiii*- 
tion ".  His  property  was  inherited  by  his  brother,  of 
whom  M.  de  Montgaillard  fpeaks  with  great  fe* 
verity  *. 

*  See  the  French  journals  and  Englilh  newfpapert  of  the  time. 

<  Etat  de^  la  France,  par  M.  le  Comte  dc  Montgailiani„  p.  70* 
Suite  du  mcme,  p.  36, 

*  Political  State  of  Europe,  vol.  iii.  p»  179* 

*  Suite  de  TEtat  de  la  France,  p.  73. 

The 
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The  day  after  the  performance  of  Lepellerier's  fu-  *5»h  Ja- 
neral  ceremony »  his  two  brothers  attended  at  the  bar  ""*'^* 
of  the  convention,  with  his  infant  daughter^andoneof 
them  holding  her  up,  exclaimed  with  fobs,  *'  People,  Hisdauah- 
"  behold  your  child  !'^    The  convention  immediately  ^y  ^^^'"^ 
pafled  a  decree,  that  (he  was  adopted  by  the  nation  ^«  Dation. 

T  EbbeTpicfn  ii  fcs  Commcttans,  ▼oh  ii.  p.  351* 
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*rtb md  TliT ANUEL  was  fon  of  a  linen-draper •  at  Mont. 
ucatioB.  IVA  j^j.  •  .  i^g  received  a  liberal  education,  and, 

early  in  life,  went  to  Paris,  without  money,  and  almoft 

without  recommendation,  to  improve  his  fortune  by 

the  exerdfe  of  his  abilities.    He  commenced  author, 

and  produced  a  few  works,  the  names  of  which  are 

now  no  longer  remembered.  His  literary  efforts  were 

fo  ill  recompenfed,  that  he  hired  himfelf  to  a  banker 

in  Paris,  as  tutor  to  his  children,  for  which  he  was 

allowed  a  thoufand  livres  (43 /•  1  $  s.)  z-yezr.  He  was 

afterwards  retained  by  M.  de  Sartines,  as  a  fpy  for 

Writes      the  police,  in  the  department  of  publications  %  but 

libels.       being  of  a  difpofition  rather  to  diffeminate  fcandal 

than  to  fupprefs  it,  he  turned  his  pen  aeainft  the 

court,  and  wrote  a  pamphlet  refpe£ting  the  famous 

affair  of  the  necklace,  intitled  '^  Lettfie  (Tun  Garde 

It  impri-   ^n  RoL^*    This  publication,  together  with  the  fufi 

picion  of  his  being  engaged  in  felling  prohibited 

34Febni.  works,  occafioued   his  imprifonment.     He  fays  he 

vy  B7S6.  Yf2ts  confined  in  the  Baftille  ^,  but  his  enemies  affed  to 

deprive  him  of  that  honor,  and  fay  that  the  place  of 

7th  April  hi^  retreat  was  the  J5/V//r^*     He  was  foon  enlarged, 

^^'        and  returned  to  Montargis,  where  he  fupported  him- 

^^  •felf  by  hawking  about  prohibited  and   i*  decent 

books  ^^f 

»  Biftllle  dtrotllee,  ^«  IWraifon,   p.  105.  Many  perfons  have  faic) 
that  ManuePt  father  was  a  potter. 
^  ConfpiracT  of  Robefpicrre,  p.  45. 
•  Baftille  d^voill^e,  3*  ItvraifoR^  p.  105. 
<  Peiticr^i  late  Failure  of  FarUj  yo).  ii.  p.  149. 
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This  livelihood,  thus  obtained,  was  fcanty  and  pre*  HU  povcr* 
carious;  he  therefore,  once  again,  repairedto  Paris,  *J^' 
and  refumed  his  labors  as  an  author,  by  a  publication 
called  V Annie  Franfoife^  intended  as  a  courfe  of 
juvenile  biography,  in  which  he  applied  to  every 
day  in  the  year  the  life  of  fomeilluftrious  Frenchman. 
Manners  uyle  is  difgufting  from  affeftation  and  pe- 
dantry ;  his  work  was  unfavorably  treated  by  the  cri- 
tics, and  the  author  was  reduced  to  the  fituation  of  a 
newfman  and  bill-fticker  •. 

While  he  was  thus  ftruggling  againft  poverty,  the    ■t*^* 
revolution  commenced,  and  promifed  more  advan-  Condoa  at 
ts^eous  employment.     After  the  deftruftion  of  the  tionr^^*** 
Bailille,    he  became    a  Jacobin,    and  was  taken 
into  the  protedion  of  the  duke  of  Orleans,   but 
did  not  receive  from  him  any  efFeftual  fupply^ 
He  was,   however,  named  provifionally  to  the  ad- 
jniniftration    of   the    police,    in    the    department 
of  Paris.     In  this  fituation,  he  obtained  accefs  to 
many  original  papers,  and  (elefted  from  them  fuch 
as  he  thought  he  could  afterwards  advantageoufly 
difpofe  of  to  the  bookfellers  '.     The  formation  of  a 
more  permanent  body  of  police  occafioned  M anuel^s 
difmiflion,  before  he  had  time  to  gain  any  confider- 
able  advantages  from  his  employ.   He  occupied  him- 
fdf  for  fome  time  in  preparing  for  the  prefs  thefe 
papers  he  had  fo  unfairly  obtained,  and,  in  about  a    ^iv* 
year,  produced  in  ti^o  oftavo  volumes  La  Police  de  u  poUce 
Paris  divoillee.     This  work  affords  a  copious  collec-  d^voiii^j. 
rion  of  all  the  abufes,  real  and  pretended,  which  were 
attributed  to  the  old  government.     It  gave  the  com- 
piler an  opportunity  of  gratifying  his  habitual  rancor 
againft  priefts,  and  againft  religion ;  he  has  abufed 
both  m  the  coarfeft  and  moft  unqualified  terms.    It 
had  confiderable  fuccefs,  which  was  probably  much 
increafed  by  exaggerated  accounts  of  the  mifery  of 

•  PeltifT*s  late  PiAare  of  Vwtf  rol.  ii.  p.  140. 

'  Conjuration  de  d'Orleani,  vol.  iii.  p.  I44. 

S  Mcrcurc  FraAjoift,  No.  du  19  Mai  179S9  p.  109, 

the 
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I  the  lower  clafs  of  people  in  England,  and  by  the  fug- 

f  geftions  of  an  approaching  revolution  ^. 

^  December      At  the  dilTolution  of  the  conftituent  affembly,  he 

Publ'fli  ^^  looked  upon  as  a  republican,  but  he  was  for 
MiiV.  ^*  fome  time  afterwards  attached  to  the  intereits  of  the 
beau's  let-  duke  of  Orleans  *.  Still  Manuel  was  not  opulent,  he 
**"•  lived  in  a  garret,  at  the  houfe  of  Gamery  the  book- 
feller,  where  he  employed  himfelf  in  decyphering, 
preparing  for  the  prefs,  and  correfting  the  proofs 
of  another  book,  which  his  breach  of  truft  en- 
abled him  to  publiih.  It  was  intitled,  Lettres  ori- 
ginales  de  MirabeaUy  ecrites  du  Donjon  de  Vincennes^ 
pendent  les  Annies  1777,  78,  79,  ^80}  contenant 
tous  les  details  fur  fa  vie  privee^  fes  malheurs^  et  fes 
amours  avec  Sophie  Rt^ei  marquife  de  Monnier.  The 
intereft  excited  by  every  thing  relating  to  Mirabeau^ 
promifed  an  extenfive  and  rapid  Hade  }  Manuel  re« 
ceived  from  the  bookfellers  two  thoufand  cro^vns 
(250  A)  for  the  copy  *.  But  the  creditors  of  Mint- 
beau,  who  confidered  themfelves  better  entitled  to  the 
produce  of  this  publication  than  any  other  perfon, 
obtained  an  order  from  an  adminiftrator  of  the 
police,  named  Maugis,  authorizing  them  to  feize 
the  original  letters,  and  prevent  a  continuation  of  the 
impremon.  Manuel  exclaimed  loudly  againfl:  this 
proceeding,  which,  for  violence  and  fuddennefs,  was 
open  to  the  imputation  of  illegality ;  he  had  the  ad- 
drefs  to  put  himfelf  on  the  footing  of  Chamfort,  and 
other  honed  proprietors  of  Mirabeau's  letters,  and 
by  clamorous  appeals  to  the  people,  by  abufe, 
and  threats,  filenced  all  oppofition.  The  public 
expectation  was  grievoufly  difappointed ;  the  letters 
added  nothing  to  Mirabeau's  fame,  nor  was  the 
tranfadion  which  procured,  or  the  preface  which 

^  See  the  work  itfelf,  publiflied  by  De  Boffe»  London  {  alio  Mer- 
cure  Fran9ois  Littcraire,  du  13  Juiilet  1791. 

^  Moore*t  View,  vol.  ii.  p.  474,  Conjuration  de  d^Orleant,  to1«  iii. 
p.  131.  14.6.    Eloge  Funebre,  &c,  par  M«  Montjoyei  p«  106. 

^  Peltier's  late  Figure  of  Pariti  vol.ii.  p.  140. 

uihered 
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ufhered  them  into  notice,   at  all  advantageous  to 
Manuel  '• 

IVeviou8  to  this  publicaticxi,  he  was  named  pr<h  November 
cwrevar fjndique  to  die  commune  of  Paris.     He  owed     '79»- 
this  devation  to  his  connection  with  the  Jacobins,  Mad^  pro* 
but  did  not  obtain  it  without  a  ftruggle.    M.  Bofquil-  ^ureur  to 
km,  ajufticeof  peace,  of  the  moft  amiable  and  vir-  munc."*' 
tuoos  drafter,  oppofed  his  ele^on,  alleging  feveral 
drcumftances  tending  to  difqualify  him.     Manuel 
furmounted  this  oppoiition  by  the  fame  means  he 
employed  aeainft  Mirabeau's  creditors,  but  he  never 
forgave  Boiquillon,  and,  in  the  end,  facrificed  him 
to  his  revenge  °'.    This  appointment  put  Mannel  in 
fottsS&on  of  fifteen  thoufand  livres  (6^61.  5^.)  a- 
year,  befides  an  extenfive  patronage  "• 

In  this  fituation  he  gave  fo  many  proofs  of  perfonal  *79*« 
difrefped,  and  behaved  with  fo  much  infolence  to  ofTue K>)ai 
the  king,  that  he  obtained  the  nickname  of  rants  family. 
Rmj  a  name  with  which  he  was  not  difpleafed  ^  His 
brutality  was  difplayed  on  every  occafion,  and  he 
omitted  no  endeavour  to  render  the  king's  fituation 
irkfome  and  infupportable.  His  principal  motive 
for  this  €ondu£b  is  faid  to  have  been  the  hope  of  in- 
ducing or  compelling  the  king  to  a  fecond  flight, 
which  would  have  amounted  to  an  abdication  ofthe 
throne,  and  paved  a  way  for  the  advancement  of 
Orleans  **•  This  projed,  worthy  the  pitiful  machi- 
avelilm  of  Petion  and  Manuel,  being  fruftrated  by 
the  king's  refolute  adherence  to  the  conftitution,  it 
was  refolved  by  the  Rolandift  faction  to  abridge  his 
power,  and  fecure  their  own,  by  a  popularcommotion. 
To  effed  this,  Manuel  placarded  the  walls  with  libel* 

'  See  the  poilfcript  to  the  preface,  Lettref  Originalet,  toI.  i.  p.  43. 
P()tier*t  late  Pifture,  vol.  ii.  p.  ft4o.  and  the  letters  themfelvet. 

■  Peltier^s  late  Pi£(ure»  vol.  H,  p«  139*  SeealfoMercureFianfoit, 
No.  da  10  Deccmbre  1791. 

■  Mercure  Fnnqois,  No.  du  19  Mai  1791* 
*  IdeiDy  No.  da  9  Jain  i79i>  p.  131. 

f  Conjuration  de  d*0rlean»f  Tol»  iii.  p.  170.  X73,   i%7*  ^loge 
Fonebre,  &€•  p.  1761 

lous 
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lous  inyeftives  againft  the  royal  family,  and  afEfted 
with  all  his  power  in  exciting  the  commotions  of  the 
toth  June,  twentieth  of  June  \     He  was,  on  that  day,  ii^  the  gar- 
den of  the  Tuilleries,  without  his  municipal  fcarf, 
laughing,  clapping  his  hands,  encouraging  the  mob 
to  periift  in  their  outrages,    and  aflifting  to  take 
away  the  barrier  of  tri-colored  riband,  which  alone 
protefted  the  perfons  of  the  royal  prifoners  '• 
6th  joiy.       His  mifcondud  was  To  notorious,  that  he  was  pro* 
bufptnded.  vifionally  fufpended  from  his  office  •,  but  the  influence 
of  the  Jacobins  was  exerted  in  his  favour.     The  mo- 
ment the  decree  made  by  the  directory  of  the  de- 
partment of  Paris  was  read  to  the  council-general 
of  the  commune,  Petion,  who  was  fufpended  as  well 
as  Manuel,  withdrew  ;  Danton  rofe,  and  exclaimed, 
**  Let  all  good  citizens  follow  the;  mayor  to  the  na- 
**  tional  affembly  !**    He  and  fome  of  his  party  ac- 
cordingly went  out,  but  the  majority  of  the  council 
continued  their  deliberations  ^  Frequent  applications 
were  made  to  the  aflembly  in  behalf  of  the  fufpended 
officers ;  the  joumalifts  repeatedly  aflferted  that  the 
true  reafon  of  their  difgrace  was,  that  they  had  re- 
fufed  to  obey  the  court  in  fhedding  the  blood  of 
citizens,  and  commencing  a  civil  war  \    The  king 
7di  Jul?,  wrote  to  the  aflembly,  declining  all  interference  in 
the  bufinefs,  on  account  of  its  perfonal  reference  to 
himfel£    Manuel  either  was,  or  pretended  to  be,  ill 
of  a  fever,  but  he  wrote  to  the  aflembly  to  caudon 
13th  July.  ^|j^^  againft  giving  ear  to  the  calunmies  of  his 
enemies,  who,  he  aflured  them,  were  enemies  of  the 
people.     The  influence  of  the  Jacobins  was  fo  gixat^ 
that  the  affembly,  without  examinadon,  pronounced 

%  Conjuration  de  d'Orleant,  toU  iii.  |>.  175* 

'  Mercure  Fran^oif 9  No.  du  ai  Juillet  179%^  p-  195*  PeltierS  late 
PiAure,  vol.  ii.  p.  %^t .  See  alfo  NUnuel^s  Examination  on  the  Queen's 
Trial*  in  Jordan's  Political  State  of  Europe,  vol.  v.  p.  i66* 

'  Impartial  Hiftory,  vol.  ii.  p.  57. 

t  Mercure  Francois,  No.  du  7  Juillet  I79a>  p.  135. 

»  Ibid.    See  alfo  Le  Defenfcur  de  U  Confticuciooi  par  M.  Rob^« 

fpierre,  p.  4$i*  ,  _ 

him 
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Km  not  gu3ty,  -and  he  was  reftored  to  his  ofEce.  ><<h* 
On  the  day  when  this  decree  pafled  in  his  favour,  ^*°"*^» 
he  went  to  the  aflfembly  and  made  a  violent  fpeech, 
replete  with  infolence  and  falfe  accufations  againft 
the  king,  which  was  received  with  the  greateft  ap- 
plaufes,  and  procured  him  the  honors  of  the 
fitting*. 

With  fo  much  popularity,  and  with  fuch  prin-  xothAa. 
dpies  as  he  had  conftantly  difplayed,  it  is  impoffible  ^^' 
to  fuppofe  that  Manuel  would  not  take  an  adive  tiont' 
Ihare  m  the  revolution  of  the  loth  of  Auguft.  He 
vas  one  of  the  triumvirate  of  the  commune^  who 
retained  their  feats  when  the  old  members  were 
forcibly  expelled,  and  remained  all  night  in  the  hall 
of  the  commune  J  executing  the  plots  of  thofe  who 
had  projefted  the  infurre&on''.  He  was  now  gra- 
tified with  an  opportunity  of  difplaying  all  his  ma« 
lignity  againft  the  unfortunate  royal  family.  A 
decree  had  pafled  the  legiflature,  ordering  that  they 
ihould  be  confined  in  the  hotel  of  the  minifter  of 
juftice,  but  Manuel,  thinking  this  degradation  in- 
fuffideat,  attended  at  the  bar,  and  alleged  that  the 
(mmtme  could  not  be  refponfible  for  their  detention, 
unlefs  they  were  confined  in  a  place  of  greater  fecu- 
rity ;  he  did  not  leave  the  matter  to  the  judgment  of 
the  affembly,  but  propofed  the  Temple,  which  was 
acceded  to*.  The  malicious  aftivity  he  difplayed 
on  this  occafion  raifed  bis  popularity  to  the  greatefl; 
height ;  but  he  little  thought  that,  under  a  repub- 
fican  government,  his  want  of  energy  in  the  de- 
ftrudion  of  royalty  would  be  made  an  article  of 
reproach  and  accufation  againft  him*.    He  was  par- 

'  Debatet  and  Hiftoriet. 

'  See  hit  evidence  on  the  queen^t  tri&l,  Jordan*t  Political  State 
of  Europe,  vol.  v.  p.  167.  An  Hiftorical  and  Political  Account  of 
(be  Efcntt  of  the  9th  and  loth  of  Auguft',  by  a  National  Guard, 
h  3^«    Moore*s  Journal,  vol.  i.  p.  53.  148,  &c.  &r« 

"  Debatet  and  Hiftoriet.  See  alfo  Eloge  Funebrc,  &c.  par  M. 
^Dtjoye,  p.  199.  ao7. 

*  See  Hebert*t  obfervationt  on  hit  evidence  againft  the  queen^ 
]onlan*t  Political  Suu  of  Europe,  vol.  v.  p.  193, 
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tictt^Iy  a£Hve  in  forming  the  tribonal  to  try  the 
pretended  criminals,  and  caufed  a  permanent  gml- 
lotine  to  be  ereded  in  the  Caroufel,  under  pretence, 
that,  as  that  fpot  had  been  the  theatre  of  guilt,  it 
ought  alfo  to  be  the  place  of  punifliment^. 

It  has  been  attempted  to  vindicate  him  from  the 
charge  of  having  been  concerned  in  the  maflacres  of 
September,  but  his  excutpatibn  reds  on  very  flight 
groundsS  For  fome  time  before  the  event  he 
was  very  a£Uve  in  pointing  out  proper  perfons  to  be 
arrefted ;  he  vifited  the  prifons  daily,  and  numbered 
the  perfons  confined  vmh  the  mc^  fcrupulous  exa£t» 
nefs ;  he  told  many  of  them,  with  a  fmile,  convey- 
ing  a  latent  meaning,  that  they  would  be  liberated 
the  f^cond  of  September ;  and  intimated  to  feveral 
that  thev  would  be  ihipped  off  to  the  coaft  of 
Africa,  m  order  to  induce  them  to  colle£b  as  many 
o(  their  valuables  as  poffible'.  It  is  certain,  from 
the  melancholy  expreflion  made  ufe  of  by  Chante* 
reine  when  he  (tabbed  himfelf,  fb  ^  early  as  the^ 
twenty-fecond  of  Auguft,  that  their  projefted  mur« 
der  was  known* ;  and  if  Manuel  had  not  known  of 
it  by  a  culpable  participation,  he  muit  have  been 
apprized  officially,  and  in  either  cafe  he  is  highly 
culpable.  But  of  him  it  is  pofitively  aiferted,  that 
he  received  money  of  many  priToners  to  procure 


^  Fcitier^i  liftc  PiAurei  vol..  ii,  p.  %%o. 

*^  Se«  Garat**!  Memuir»»  p,  17. 

<  Pag^s,  vol.  i.  p.  479.     Pehier'e  late  Pi^hsre,  T0I.  ii,   p.  sjoir 
S79.    CoD)ttnitioii  ck  d*Or)eana>   toI.  iii.  p.  io6v    Conrpiracj  of 
JUbeTpicrrty  p.  74,    Gibbon's  Mifcfllancoua  Worka^  vol.  i.  p.  a6f . 
Amongft  tbe  infbncec  of  indivitlnalt  facrifited  to- hit  perfonal  hatred- 
it  Bofquillon^  the  jtiftice  of  peace  who  oppofcd  hii  etedion  aa  pro- 
cvreor  de  la  commuiie*     See  Pelticr*t  late  Pidure,  vol.  ii.  p.  140^ 

•  CUANTBRBINB  was  coloiicl  of  the  coAftitutional  guaid  of  the 
king's  houfeholdy  on  the  tenth  of  Auguft  1791.  He  was,  betweeit 
that  day  and  the  fecond  of  September^  arretted  by  order  of  the  com- 
munr,  and  confined  in  the  prifon  of  the  Abba^e.  Being  informed* 
from  fourcea  he  cQnfidered  infallible,  of  the  projeAed  murder  of  the 
prifoBtrt^  at  they  were  Atting  down  to  dinner  on  the  %%d  of  Augult, 
be  fuddenly  ftabbed  himielf  three  timet  with  a  knife,  exclaiming^ 
<*  We  are  all  doomed  to  be  maiTacrcd  f— My  God,  receive  me  !*^  and 
Mpircd  atmoft  inttaotaiieDttfly..    St*  Meaid*»  Agany^  p.  so^ 

their 
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thdr  acqmttal  and  fafety,  and  particularly  Hfty  thou- 
fand  crowns  (6250  /•)  of  the  princefle  de  Lamballe. 
A  faying  of  his  own,  that  he  would  have  preferred 
that  lady  if  (he  had  not  loft  her  prefence  of  mind, 
corroborates  the  fuggeftion.  Her  murder  has  been 
deemed  an  unpremeditated  ad  of  fury;  the  ia£t^ 
however,  is,  this :  Manuel  had  agreed  to  fave  her, 
but  the  duke  of  Orleans  exprefsly  commanded  her 
deftru£tion,  and  ManueLhad  not  time  to  counterad 
the  execution  of  his  orders,  which  were  given  with 
iccrecy,  and  performed  with  diabolical  fidelity^ 
The  inaflacres  of  this  and  the  following  days  enricfated 
Manuel,  but  from  that  period  he  renounced  all  con- 
nejdon  with  Orleans'. 

He  was  ekded  member  of  the  convention  for  McmW 
Paris,  and  attached  himfelf  to  the  party  which  op-  ^J^"'' 
pofed  the  views  of  his  late  patron.     His  condud 
while  he  retained  a  feat  in  this  aflembly,  except  in 
filch  parts  of  it  as  were  produced  by  his  defire  of 
thwarting  Orleans  and  the  Mountain,  exhibits  very 
Uttle  worthy  of  notice  for  virtue  or  confiftency.     At  atfl  Sep* 
the  opening  of  the  fittings,  he  made  a  motion  which  ^«^* 
did  fome  honour  to  his  difcernment,  namely,  that 
the  prefident  of  the  convention  fhould  have  apart* 
ments  in  the  Tuitleries,  and  a  guard ;   that  he  17th  Sep« 
ihouid  be  ftyled  prefident  of  France,  and  that  cer-  ^Thoa^ 
tain  marks  of  refpeft  fliould  be  (hewn  him  in  public ;  ber. 
but  this  was  negatived*     He  moved,  but  unfucceflf- 
fiiliy,  for  the  abolition  of  the  order  of  priefthood,  ex- 
pfreiing  his  furprife,  not  that  bifliops  were  paid, 
bat  that  they  were  permitted  to  exift ;  an  exprdfion 
worthy  a  Septembrizer  ^.      He  defended  general 
Montefquiou  againft  the  attacks  of  the  Mountain, 
and,  in  general,  oppofed  all  their  proceedings  re* 
fpeding  the  king. 

'  P^g^S  To),  i.  p.4So»  4Si.     Conjuration  dc  d*0rlean8^  ToK  ni. 
p.  «io. 
t  Conjnradon  dc  d^Orleant,  vol.  iii.  p.  tio.    Pagis,  vol.  i.  p.  486. 
*  Dcb«t»t. 

c  a  That 
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Condua         That  Manuel  fhould  have  exerted  htmfelf  fo 

tnai.  pnTe,  and  has  given  rife  to  various  conjefhires.  It 
has  been  faid  that  he  felt  a  defire  to  re-eftabli(h 
royalty,  xi^hich  report  is  countenanced  by  his  ob« 
fervation  at  the  Jacobins,  that  liberty  was  better  in 
profped  than  in  polTeifion,  and  by  fome  expreffions 
which  he  dropped,  importing  a  wifli  to  place  the 
duke  of  York  or  the  duke  of  Brunfwick  on  the 

r«th  oao.  throne'^    It  is  further  ftrengthened  by  his  motion 

^^*  to  fubmit  the  queftion  of  abolifliing  royalty,  which 

had  paiTed  in  the  convention  by  acclamation,  to  the 
people  in  primary  aflemblies;  this  motion  was 
ipeedily  over-ruled,  Danton  and  Briflbt  joined  to 
argue  againft  it.  Notwithftanding  thefe  fads,  I 
think  his  condud  can  only  be  afcribed  to  his  difguft 
againft  Orleans.  He  does  not  appear  ever  to  have 
become  a  royalift :  he  was  always  ready  to.  forward 
every  meafure,  and  even  to  extend  every  fuggeftion 
which  had  a  tendency  to  degrade  or  harajfs  the 
king  and  his  family,  to  whom  in  his  vifits  to  tlie 

t9tlioao-  Temple  he  behaved  with  extreme  rudenefs^.  He 
propofed  the  fale  of  the  chateau  of  Verfailles,  as  an 
amendment  of  an  original  motion,  which  only  re- 

tstboao-  commended  the  fale  of  the  furniture*    He  treated 

^^'  the  crofs  of  Saint  Louis  with  fcom,  as  a  ilain  on 

the  coat  of  a  foldier,  and  carried  his  abfurd  preju- 

^mK?*'  dice  fo  far  as  to  move  the  abolition  of  Twelfth-Day, 
(le  Jour  des  Rois^)  merely  on  account  of  its  name^ 
He  was  accufed  by  Hebert  of  having  oppofed  a  re- 
dudion  of  expence  in  the  table  of  the  royal  prifoners, 
bttt  kindnefs  to  them  was  not  the  motive  °,  and  a 
fuggeftion  has  been  thrown  out  perfonally  relating 
to  the  queen,  which  could  only  originate  in  the  moil 

^  Corjaration  de  d^Orleant,  vol*  iii.  p.  203. 
k  See  Journal  de  Cleryt  P*  lOo. 
I  Debates. 

n  See  trial  of  the  queen,  JordaA*s  Folltica]  State  of  Europe,  vol*  r* 
p.  i9$, 

rancorous 
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iTUicorous  malignity,  and  merits  no  notice  Except 
contempt".     His  oppofition,  by  whatever  motive  it 
might  be  produced,  was  bold  and  well  combined  ; 
lie  aimed  a  blow  at  the  influence  of  the  terroriils, 
which,  had  it  effeftually  taken  place,  would,  in  all- 
probability,  have  faved  the  life  of  the  monarch  ;  this 
was  when  he  moved  that  a  certain  number  of  tickets 
of  admiflion  to  the  tribunes  fhould  be  fent  every 
day  to  the  fedions,  to  be  diftributed  amongft  the  real 
citizens,  which  would  operate  to  the  exclufion  of 
thofe  hired  ruffians,  who  by  their  interference  de- 
graded the  national  reprefentation,  and  prejudiced 
the   difcufOon   of   every   queftion.       This   motion 
failed,  through  the  influence  of  the  Mountain,  and 
of  thofe  very  galleries  againft  whom  it  was  intended* 
After  the  king's  defence  had  been  made,  he  pro- 
pofed  that  it  (hould  be  printed,  and  fent  to  the 
departments,  and  that  the  difcuflions  of  the  con-* 
vention  on  the   fubjed   ihould    be  fufpended   for 
three  days  ;  but  this  motion  was  rejected,  and  beipg 
reported  at  the  Jacobin  club,  occafioned  his  expul-  Expelled 
fion  from  that  fociety**.     In  voting  on  the  queftion  the  Jacobin 
refpeAing  the  reference  of  the  fentence  againft  the 
king  to  the  primary  affemblies,    he  made  fome 
pointed  obfervations  on  the  general  condud  of  the . 
members  of  the  convention,  and  on  the  duke  of 
Orleans.     *'  Judges,"  he  faid,  **  do  not  murmur 
^  at  the  opinions  of  their  brethren,  though  difierent 
•*  frdm  their  own :  they  do  not  openly  abufe  and 
^  calumniate  each  other ;  they  are  cola  as  the  law, 
*^  of  which  they  are  the  organs.    If  the  convention 

*  I  will  not  infalt  the  reader  by  a  reference  to  the  poblicttion  in 
«rhich  this  iniinuation  it  contained— > J  appeal  to  the  auil)or*i  fenfe  of 
fliamc  who  coald  commit  fuch  an  accufiition  to  paper,  when  he  might 
have  been  convinced  of  its  impoflibility  by  the  tol towing  ex traft  from 
the  (|uccn*t  trial,  i^  UnPrefidait^  (i§  Msmui)'^'*  Why  did  you 
«•  take  It  upon  yon  to  enter  alone  into  the  Temple,  and  particularly 
'«  into  the  apanrocnta  called  Royal  V*  fTttaefi-^**  J  uevtr  §ll9wtd 
*'  ^f^f^  '*"''  '^^  '"''  ^^*  ap^rtwunii  9/  the  fnfiiurt  |  I,  ew  tht  intraty,  ImA 
V  r«rv  j#w«y<  f  h§  stcmtfrnnhd  hy  fivtral  tf  tU  immifiuun  wb9  vtrt  $m  ^atty 
«*  thtrtJ^     Jordan**  Political  State  of  Europe,  vol.  v.  p,  i63. 

*  Oebnicf*    Moorc*i  Journal,  vol.  ii.  p.  534*  53s.  566* 

c  3  "  had 
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^'  had  been  a  tribunal  of  law,  a  near  relation  of  the 
^^  lung,  who  has  not  been  retrained  either  by  a 
^^  fenle  of  (hame  or  by  his  confdence,  would  not 
•*  have  been  permitted  to  vote  on  this  occafion/* 
He  was  proceeding  with  his  obfervations,  when  the 
prefident  called  him  to  order/-   When  the  laft  afpel 
nominal  was  made,  on  the  queftion  of  punifhment, 
Manuel  was  fecretary,  and  indignant  at  finding  the 
decifion  of  death  carried  by  fo  fmall  a  majority,  he 
rofe  from  his  place,  exclaiming,  ^^  I  muft  leave  thU 
^*  place  to  feek  a  purer  air."     He  rufhed  towards 
the  door,  but  fome  of  the  Mountain  fearing  that  he 
was  carrying  away  the  lifts  of  the  fcrutiny  attempted 
to  flop  him.    He  efcaped,  however,  out  of  their 
hands,  and  made  his  retreat,  but  was  followed  by 
Duhem,  who  fucceeded  in  making  him  rjefume  his 
feat.     This  tranfa£tion  threw  the  convention  into 
great  confufion,  but  it  is  not  certain  that  Manuel 
had  any  intention  of  carrying  off  the  lifl  \ 
19th  Jiuu.      When  the  queflions  were  all  decided,  he  fent  a 
■ry  1793-    ig^gj.  tQ  (jjg  convention  full  of  complaints  and  re- 
BefigoftbU  proaches,  which  he  concluded  by  rengning  his  feat, 
feat.          r^Yie,  motive  he  alleged  then  and  afterwards,  on  the 
queen's  trial,  was,  that  he  defpaired  of  the  efUbliihr 
ment  of  liberty  from  fuch  a  body,  divided  by  faftion, 
and  over-ruled  by  c^mour '.  He  alfo  wrote  a  letter  on 
the  queflion  of  ja^i  appeal  to  the  people,  which  was 
publifhed  in  Condorcet's  paper,  and  is  efteemed  one 
of  his  beft  produ^ons, 

"While  the  trial  was  in  agitation,  Manuel  had  offer- 
ed himft  1  f  to  fucceed  Petion  in  the  jnayoralty  of  Paris, 
^d  was  third  on  the  lift,  having  868  votes*.     He 
Ketre*  to   retired  to  his  native  town,  where  he  was  defirous  to 
try/^*"**   remain,  and  end  his  days  in  obfcurity.     Senfible  of 
March      the  dangers  which  awaited  him  from  the  increafing 

?793* 

9  Dehaeet.     Moore's  ]oarna!|  vol.  ii.  p.  579. 
R  Rohefpierre  %  fes  Coinmettans,  vol.  ii.  p.  «««• 
'  Debates.    Quccn'ft  trial,  in  Jorilan**  Political  State  of  Europe, 
fol.  V.  |>.  167. 
f  Meicui^  Frar.foisi  N?du  jNoyembre  i79&« 
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influence  of  the  Mountain,  he  caufed  it  to  be  reported 
that  he  ivas  killed  in  a  popular  commotion  at  Mont- 
argis.      This  fallacy  was  foon  detected,    he  was  grooghtto 
arrefted  and  brought  to  Paris,  where,  after  having  Paris, 
been  examined  on  the  trial  of  the  queen,  he  was  i6th  Non 
himfelf  accufed  of  a  confederacy  with  Briflbt  and  1793-    ^ 
Petion,  tried  and  executed.     When  he  was  put  into 
the  Conciergerie,  he  experienced  from  the  prifoner$ 
none  of  the  confolatory  kindnefles  they  generally 
difplayed  towards  each  other ;  they  reproached  and 
deteiled  him  as  author  of  the  maiTacres  of  Septem^ 
ber ;  and  when  he  was  going  to  his  trial,  they  thrufl 
him  againft  a  pillar  (lilT  ftained  with  blood  (hed  on 
that  day,  exclaiming  that  it  was  fpilt  by  his  means'. 

In  ManuePs  charader,  there  appears  very  little  His  chau . 
virtue   or  confiftency.      His    outfet   in    life    was  '*^*'* 
marked    by   ingratitude,   his    progrefs    by  profli- 
gacy and  inftability  of  principle.      As  an  author 
he  produced  nothing  worthy  of  criticifm,  or  iikelv 
to  reach  pofterity.     His  ftyle  is  disfigured  by  af- 
feflation  and  dumfy  pedantry.     He  was  celebrated- 
as  a  wit ;  two  inftances  will  prove  the  foundation  of 
his  claims.    In  the  commune^  he  moved  that  the  ^sthjuat 
ilatue  of  Louis  XIV.  might  be  caft  into  cannon,  '^'** 
that  the  monarch  might  continue  to  make  a  noife  to 
the  lalt".    In  the  convention,  in  the  courfe  of  the 
debates  on  the  king's  trial,  Manuel  having  moved 
fomething  which  clafhed  with  the  wi(hes  of  the 
Mountain,  Legendre,  the  butcher,  faid,  theaflembly 
had  better  decree^  that  Manuel  is  a  wiU'^^^  I  am 
glad,*'  faid  Manuel,  ^^  they  are  not  required  to 
decree  qtujeftds  bite^  for  then  Legendre  would 
think  he  had  a  right  to  kill  me.''     1  here  is  fome 
finartnefs  in  this  repartee,  which  lies  in  the  word 
bite  J  being  ufed  equivocally  to  figniiy  a  beaft,  or  a 
fool*. 

<  TablesQ  det  Prifont  fotis  Roliefpierre. 

*■  Journals. 

»  Mifi  WiiliamtH  firft  CoIIeaion  of  Utttct  on  Francis 
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lyf  A  R  A  T  was  one  of  thofe  men  whom  extraor* 
%  dinary  commotions  or  convuliions  in  the  body^ 

politic  have  exalted  to  a  degree  of  eminence,  from 
which  they  are  contemplated  by  fucceeding  genera- 
rations  with  horror,  difguft,  and  wonder  bordering 
on  incredulity.  This  mifcreant  verified  the  narratives 
of  poets  and  romance  writers,  who  reprefent  fouls  do- 
void  of  every  laudable  principle,  and  deformed  by 
every  vice,  inhabiting  bodies  of  correfponding  con- 
formation, equally  calculated  to  infpire  abhorrence 
by  the  firft  impreflion  on  the  fenfes. 
Birth  and  Marat  was  born  at  Beaudry,  a  fmall  hamlet  ia 
education,  (he  Canton  of  Neufchatel  in  Switzerland,  where  his 
father  was  public  fchoolmafter.  He  did  not,  how^ 
ever,  undertake  his  fon's  inftruftion,  but  fent  him 
to  Geneva.  His  education,  though  not  finiihed, 
was  above  the  common  level ;  and  he  was  diftin- 
guifhed,  in  that  part  of  his  life  which  preceded  the 
revolution,  by  an  attachment  to  literature  and  phi- 
lofophy.  Probably  his  apparent  debility  of  perfon^ 
which  precluded  the  poffibility  of  much  corporeal 
exertion,  induced  his  parents  to  beftow  that  ex« 
pence  on  the  cultivation  of  his  mind,  which  enabled 
him  to  fignalife  himfelf  in  the  lifts  of  atrocity  ^. 

y  Corjtjration  d'Orletnty  vol.  ii.  p.  153.  Pages,  vol-  ii.  p.  19, 
There  is  fome  doubt  about  the  place  of  his  birth,  which  Tome  ha^e 
ftiited  to  be  Sardinia,  others  Curfica  \  but  in  his  lifetime  he  was  gene- 
lally  underilood  to  have  lieen  born  in  the  Canton  of  Neufchatel,  part 
of  the  donoinions  of  the  king  of  Pruflia,  See  Peltier's  PJ^ure  of 
Piiris,  vol.  ii.  p.  517* 
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Poverty,    and    the   difEcuIty  of   fupporting   hiin*Goetto 
felf  in  his  own  country,  induced  him  to  go  to  ^*"'' 
Paris,    where  he  commenced  phyfician*     Of  the  Praaicet 
profits  of  his  pra£tice  there  is  no  certain  account,  p^yfic. 
though  he  boafted  of  it  as  very  extenfive,   and 
aflerted,  that  on  his  arrival  in  Paris    he   receiv- 
ed  thirty-fix  livres  (i/.  ii/.  6t/.)  a  vifit*.     He 
fubfifted  principally  by  the  fale  of  a  quack  medi- 
cine, which  did  wonil  execution  on  thofe  who 
placed  confidence  in  it,  though,  to  fcreen  himfelf 
from  the  laws,  he  purchafed  a  diploma,  and  the 
appointment  of  phyfician  to  the  count  d'Artois's 
(babies.     This  medicine  was   a  fpecific,   appearing 
like  a  very  limpid  water,  for  which  he  charged  two 
louis-d'ors  a  bottle '. 

His  attention  was  chiefly  engaged  by  experiments  His  philo- 
in  natural  philofophy,  and  in  this  purfuit  he  dit  'op^^'cal 
played  that  envy  and  malignity  which  always  mark-  ^'^  | 
ed  his  charader.     He  had  fludled  light  and  elec- 
tridty ;  in  the  former  he  had  difcovered  many  no- 
velties, and  made  fome  improvement  on  the  prifm, 
which  are  well  fpoken  of;  in  the  latter,  he  does  not 
appear  to  have  been  equally  fuccefsful,  but  perhaps 
his  envious  difpofition  prevented  his  greater  fuccefs 
in  both,  fince  he  was  more  defirous  to  overturn  the 
fyftems  of  Newton,  and  to  deprive  Franklin  of  his 
celebrity  than  to  profit  by  their  difcoveries  \ 

He  publiihed  a  book,  called  "  Recherches  phyftques  and  putt. 
^  fur  lefeu'y*^  and  another,  in  which  he  affeaed  to  iwa«»oM. 
confute  the  fyftem  of  Helvetius,  under  the  title  of    '^''^* 
'' A  Philofophical  EJfaj  on  ManJ'      The  former 
treatife  I  have  feen,  but  from  not  fufficiently  under- 
flanding  the  fubjeft,  can  give  no  opinion  refpefting 

»  Briflbt.  When,  in  the  Life  oF  Marat,  Briffut  it  quoted  with. 
Mt  fpecific  reference  to  his  work,  I  allude  to  a  fragment  of  hit 
inferted  in  Mifs  WUliam8*ft  Letters  in  1794,  vol.  iii.  Appendix  IL 
p-sio. 

*  ConjiiratioD  de  d^Orleans,  vol.  11.  p.  151.    Briflbt, 
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it.  The  latter  difplays  a  prefumption  ind  vanitj, 
which  the  talents  of  the  author  by  no  means  juftify. 
'  He  pronounces  dogmatically  on  the  moil  abftrufe 
queftions  of  the  animal  economy^  and  ihews  the 
utmoft  contempt  for  the  judgment  of  the  reader. 
Voltaire,  in  his  queftions  on  the  Encyclopoedia^ 
treats  this  work  with  a  greater  degree  of  feverity 
than  it  merited,  if  we  may  believe  Briflbt ;  but  if  he 
committed  any  miftake  with  refpedt  to  the  book,  he 
made  none  as  to  the  author,  when  he  declared  him 
fiwrefit  to  libel  men  than  to  analjfe  them  ^. 
Goes  to  He  went  to  England  about  the  fame  year,  and 
^^•••»-  publiflied  aneflay,  called  «  The  Chains  of  Slavery  ^'^ 
of  which  he  afterwards  boafted,  that  it  procured 
him  great  patronage  and  honor ;  but  the  oblivion 
in  which  the  book  is  ihrouded,  which,  even  the 
infamous  celebrity  of  the  author  has  not  been  able 
to  difpel,  aids  his  known  chara^er  for  mendacity 
Returns  to  in  difcrediting  the  aflertion.  When  he  returned  to 
?arii.  Piris,  he  refumed  his  philofophical  purfuits,  but  the 
academy  was  fo  prejudiced  againft  him,  it  did  not 
condefcend  to  criticife  his  produ£bion,  or  even  to 
mention  his  name.  His  defire  to  deftroy  the  fame 
of  Newton  ftill  purfued  him,  and  he  took  a  fmgular 
method  to  effe6l  it ;  he  tranllated  his  Principia  into 
French,  and  falfified  the  text,  to  bring  difgrace  on 
the  author.  To  fmuggle  the  book  into  notice,  and 
to  efcape  the  fevere  examination  he  apprehended 
the  academy  would  beftow  on  a  produdion  of  his, 
which  the  reputation  of  the  original  would  compel 
them  to  examine ;  he  pi;evailed  on  a  grammarian, 
called  BaufTee,  to  print  his  name  in  the  title-page  as 
tranflator ;  but  though  this  manoeuvre  fucceeded  fo 
far  as  to  obtain  from  the  academy  a  negligent  appro- 
bation ;  yet  the  work  fell  into  difrepute,  and  was 
foon  forgot  **.  He  continued  to  fupport  himfelf  by 
the  lale  of  quack  medicines,  protected  by  his  place 

c  ^riflfat.  <  Ibid. 
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in  the  houfehold  of  the  comte  d'Attois,  and  the 
purcbafed  diploma.  It  is  not  the  leaft  wonderful  Hitiooiir* 
drcumftance  of  his  life,  that  he  was  able  to  obtain 
the  favour,  and  live  in  habits  of  intimacy  with  a 
young  and  beautiful  lady  of  quality,  feparated  from 
her  huiband;  he  had  been  called  in^as  medical 
affiftant,  and  had  fucceeded  in  infpiring  her  with  a 
paflion  for  him,  which  (he  always  retained,  in  fpite 
of  the  deformity  of  his  perfon,  the  filthinefs  of  his 
appearance,  and  the  brutality  of  his  behaviour  *• 

At  the  time  of  the  revolution  he  was  poor  and     r7t9. 
obfcure ;    the  prevailing  paflion  for  politics,  and  ^'^  fi«»»- 
the  aftivity  of  intrigue,  were  not  to  be  fufpended  by  '*^** 
phiiofophical  curiofity,  and  he  was  fo  little  prepared 
for  the  events  about  to  take  place,  that  he  declared 
his  opinion  that  the  nation  was  not  ripe  for  a  revo- 
lution, and  declined  being  concerned  in  it.     When 
the  l^flille  was  deftroyed,  however,  he  came  for- 
ward, and  with  his   accuftomed  negled  of  truth, 
fent  a  pompous  account  of  a  pretended  valiant  ex- 
ploit to  be  inferted  in  the  journal  of  his  friend 
Briflbt  ^    finding  he  had  no  chance  of  advancing  (^^m- 
faimfelf  but  by  amiming  the  reigning  profeflion  of  a  mencet 
joumalift,  he  commenced  editor,  called  his  paper  J***™*^*** 
The  Ptiblici/ie  Franfoisj   and  began,  in  the  ufual 
ftyle,  to  decry  the  court,  and  compliment  the  po- 
pular favorites.     In  this  career  be  had  fo  many  com- 
petitors, his  fuperiors  in  information  and  eloquence, 
that  his  want  of  fuccefs  was  fufScient  to  have  difpi- 
rited  any  man  lefs  fanguine  or  lefs  perfevering '. 
Whether  his  better  genius  fuggefted  the  plan,  or 
whether  fome  of  the  agents  of  the  Palais  Royal 
pointed  it  out  to  him,  cannot  be  determined,  but 
from  his  never-failing  rancour  againft  eminent  per- 
A>n8,  the  former  is  extremely  probable ;  he  fpeedily 

*  Brillbt.    Conjaralion  de  d*OrleftDfl»  rol.  ii*  p*  155* 

'  hriiTot. 

I  Coo)|iatipo  de  d*Orleant|  voU  ii,  p.  15^.    Pagc«,  v.  ii«  p«  4>'* 
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altered  the  title  and  ftyle  of  his  paper ;  he  called 
it  VAmi  du  Peuple^  and  commenced  a  violent 
attack  on  Bailly  and  La  Fayette.  This  brought  his 
publication  at  once  into  notice,  and  as  he  rather 
afpired  to  the  favour  of  the  lower  than  of  the 
fuperior  claffes,  he  conftantly  adapted  his  ftyle  to 
their  fyftem  of  rhetoric ;  his  tropes  and  figures  were 
execrations  and  obfceniries,  his  argument  was  ri* 
baldry  and  abufe,  and  his  patriotifm  a  firm  belief  in 
all  the  rancorous  falfehoods  of  the  day*".  His  paper 
was  fold  for  only  two  Kards  (a  farthing)  * ;  the 
motto  he  chofe  for  it,  "  Ut  redeat  miferis, 
*'  abeat  fortuna  fuperbis,"  plainly  pointed  to  an 
agrarian  law ;  and  the  manner  in  which  he  recom- 
mended blood  and  flaughter,  greatly  contributed  to 
take  off  the  reftraints,  cuftom,  and  education  im- 
pofed  on  the  ferocious  difpofition  of  the  French  po- 
1790.  pulace''.  '  La  Fayette  was  fo  hurt  at  his  infults. 
Attacked  combined  with  others  he  fuftained  from  Danton, 
cue*  ^^  St,  Huruge,  &c,  that  he furrounded  his  houfe,  and 
blocked  up  the  avenues  with  a  guard  ;  but  was  pre- 
vented, by  the  threats  of  Danton,  from  profecudng 
a  revenge,  which  would,  if  followed  with  effeft,  have 
relieved  the  country  from  one  of  its  greateft  pefts, 
then  in  a  ftate  of  comparative  innocency '. 
Becomes  a  Marat,  having  obtained  notice,  began  to  enlarge 
Jacobin,  ^^  fcope  of  his  ambition ;  his  vanity,  of  which 
he  had  a  fingular  fhare,  led  him  to  fuppofe  that  no- 
thing ^as  too  high  or  too  arduous  for  him  to  un» 
dertake.  He  became  a  member  of  the  Jacobins, 
and  though  his  croaking  voice  and  faulty  delivery 
made  the  tafk  of  oratory  an  infurmountable  diffi- 
culty, he  perfevered  in  afcending  the  tribune  and 
delivering  his  opinions  whenever  he  could  obtain  aq 

^  Conjuration  dc  d'Orleani,  vol.  ii.  p   157. 

^  Milet*s  C  onJtifit  of  France  towards  Great  Britain,  p.  as|« 

*  Muore*s  Journal,  vol.  it.  p.  39y. 

<  Miles,  ubi  ru|Ha,    Conjuraiioo  de  d^Orleanif  vol.  ii.  p.  157* 
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lieariAg«      That  club,  during  the  fittings  of  the  and  Car* 
conftituent  aflembly,  though  difgraced  by  the  re- ***^*'*''' 
caption  of  him,  and  an  indifcriminate  rabble  befide, 
was  not  a  region  fufficiently  fervent  for  the  propaga- 
tion of  his  principles.     The  Societe  fratemelley  after- 
wards called  the  club  of  Cordeliers,  was  the  fcene 
where  he  moft  frequently  difplayed  himfelf,   and 
from    the  congenial  difpofitions    and  fimilarity  of 
attainments  in  mofl  of  the  members,  to  the  greateft 
cffcft".       He  now  became  acquainted  with  Ro- 
befpierre,  member  of  the  aflembly,  employed  in 
fome  of  the  inferior  agencies  of  the  duke  of  Or- 
leans, and  was  of  great  fervice  to  him  in  gaining 
the  favour  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  fauxbourgs,  and 
training  the  galleries  of  the  aflembly ;  his  journal 
too  obtained  the  proteftion  of  the  duke,  and  he,  as 
editor,  partook  of  his  bounty".      The  eafinefs  of 
his  circumftances  increafed  his  infolence,  and  gave 
fuU   fcope  to  the  exercife  of  his  ruling  paiSon,. 
malice.     To  this  may  be  afcribed  his  continual  in- 
vedives  againfl  the  king  and  royal  family,  againil: 
la  Fayette,  and  every  one  who  poflefled  any  fhare 
of  the  public  efteem^      To  this  may  be  alfo  attri-  istli  AprS 
buted  his  rancorous  refieflions  on  the  king's  in-  >79i* 
tended  journey  to  Saint  Cloud ',  and  his  extreme 
eameftnefs  in  promoting  the  petition  figned  in  the 
Cbamp  de  Mars.     On  this  occafion  his  condud  ex-    julf. 
pofed  him  to  the  refentment  of  the  ruling  powers.  J?"  p*^*^» 
He  had  before  excited  the  difguft  of  the  conflituent   ''*  * 
aflembly,  by  his  audacious  invitations  to  murder, 
and  by  exhorting  the  mob  to  hang  up  eight  hun- 
dred of  the  deputies  on  the  trees  of  the  Tuille- 
ries  **.     They  rejoiced  at  this  opportunity  of  making  Himfe if 
him  feel  the  feverity  of  the  law  j  a  decree  was  ifTued  imprifon- 

cd* 

*  Paget,  vol.  i.  p-  45S*    Loiivet*s  Narratife,  p.  9. 
■  Conjuration  de  d*Orleanty  vol.  iii.  p*  247. 

•  Idem,  vol.  ii.  p.  283. 

f  See  M.oore*s  View,  vol.  ti.  p.  231.  »47.  t49* 
%  Ganfs  Memoini  f •  145. 
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.  againft  him,  his  prefles  and  papers  were  feized,  and 
he,  tod  a  madermfelU  Colomhe^  diredrefs  of  his 
journal,  put  in  prifon.  An  o^der  was  made,  that 
no  hawker  ihould  prefume  to  cry  his  journal  on 
pain  of  punifhment'.  Thefe  exertions,  however, 
were  of  Uttle  confequence ;  he  was  foon  liberated, 
either  in  compliment  to  the  mob,  or  becaufe  doubts> 
were  entertained  of  the  legality  of  his  detention. 
He  retired  to  a  vault,  in  the  diurch  of  the  Cordeliers, 
*  prepared  for  him  by  Legendre  the  butcher,  from 
which  place,  in  contempt  of  authority,  he  continued 
to  iiTue  his  lucubrations  *. 
Compari«  At  this  period^  with  whatever  feflddioufnefs  they 
Ion  be-  afterwards  denied  it,  Briflbt  and  his  party  were,  at 
w?the  *"  l«ifl,  on  good  terms  with  Marat ' ;  they  laboured 
Xcifrtioef •  in  a  common  caufe,  and  ufed  at  firft  the  fame 
neans ;  they  were,  like  him,  firft  Orleanifts,  after- 
wards republicans;  and  though  the  diflferent  de- 
grees of  favour  obtained  by  the  two  parties  in  the 
eftimation  of  their  common  patron  caufed  diflen- 
fions  in  principles  and  in  politics,  there  was  little 
difference  between  them,  though  they  afterwards 
varied  in  their  condud.  In  fad,  though  the  Bri£- 
Ibtines,  and  the  writers  in  their  intereft,  attribute  to 
them  all  the  credit  of  being  the  founders  of  the 
French  Republic^  the  incendiary  Ararat  did  more 
fervice  to  the  caufe  than  they.  Their  lincerity  was 
about  par\  they  and  he  cared  equally  for  the 
people,  they  were  willing  to  riik  the  hsqppinefs  of 
the  majority,  or  even  to  make  indifcriminate  facri- 
fices  to  eftablifh  their  theories,  or  confirm  the  afcend- 
ancy  they  once  acquired.    Marat,  whofe  ambition 

'  Mcrcure  Francois,  No.  du  30  Juillet  17919  p.  399.  et  du  (  Aodr, 
p.  %z. 

*  Marat  lived  in  the  Rut  det  Ctddien^  No.  30  \  this  retreat^ 
therefore,  wa»  no  great  inconvrnicnce  to  him.  Ste  Moore*s  View, 
vol.  ii.  p.  41  j.  Ctat  Je  la  France,  par  M«  le  Comte  de  Montgaillaid, 
p.  66. 

I  Pag^s»  vol.  ii.  p.  39.  Conjui-ation  de  d'Orlcanf,  vol.  iii.  p.  131. 
Peltici*a  lau  Fixture  of  Parisi  voL  ii,  p.  a69. 
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extended  no  farther  than  to  head  an  outrageous 
rabble,  and  vrhofe  vanity  led  him  to  believe  no  per- 
foQ  fo  well  qualified  for  the  taik  as  himfelf,  was  de« 
firous  to  refolve  the  whole  kingdom  into  an  im- 
menfe  and  lawlefs  mob,  that  by  his  influence  he 
might  perpetuate  anarchy.     Both  aimed  at  the  hme 
objed,  the  degradation  of  the  conflituted  authori« 
ties,  the  plunder  of  the  wealthy,  and  the  deftruc* 
don  of  the  loyal,  but  they  purfued  it  differently. 
The  Briflbtines,  vain  in  the  (lores  of  book-leamine^ 
confident  in  their  eloquence,  and  wrapt  up  in  their 
Eietaphyfical  fpeculations,  thought  they  might  fuc« 
ceed  by  eftabliihing  theories  in  ravour  of  a  republic^ 
in  inducing  the  people  to  confent  to  the  elevation  of 
their  inftigator  Orleans,  or  to  their  own  affumption 
of  alt  the  power  of  the  ftate.     Their  attempt  bad  a 
fttccefs  proportioned  to  its  fagadty ;  to  read  their 
writings,  to  hear  their  fpeeches,  they  feemed  to  pof« 
iefe  au  the  wifdom,  all  the  virtue,  all  the  difinte- 
reftednefe  of  thofe  fages  and  heroes  of  antiquity, 
whom  they  2^e£ted  to  regard  as  models;  but  to 
iofped  their  web  of  flimfy,  though  pernicious,  in- 
trigues, to  hear  of  their  treacheries,  their  jealoufies, 
their  virant  of  mutual  confidence,  and  their  foli- 
citude  to  fecure  a  fhare  of  power  by  the  moft  flagi* 
dous  means,  it  became  obvious  that  they  had  no 
real  virtue,  wifdom,  difintereftednefs,  or  patriotifm^ 
but  that  the  fentiments  analogous  to  thofe  qualities, 
with  which  a  laboured  eloquence  fupplied  their 
fpeeches  and  writings,  proceeded  merely  from  the 
head,  while  the  heart  remained  cold,  malignant, 
and  felfifh.      The  mob  adored  them  for  a  (hort 
period,  then  defpifed,  detefled,  and  fadificed  them. 
Marat,  on  the  other  hand,  did  not  make  an  af« 
fefted  difplay  of  wifdom,  virtue,  or  fententioulhefs ; 
to  gain  the  populace,  he  adapted  himfelf  to  their 
tafte,    and  fucceeded  to  the  utmeft  extent  of  his 
withes. 

The  attempt  to  pull  down  the  king,  that  a  re« 
gency  of  learned  men  might  govern,  prefented  no 

very 
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rtty  favourable  profpeft  to  the  mob,  but  to  tell 
them  of  plunder,  of  an  agrarian  law,  an  exemption 
from  reflraint,  and  a  poffeflion  in  common  of  all 
authority  and  ail  property,  was  an  irrefiftible  al- 
lurement. The  Briflbtines  laboured  to  prove,  that 
the  world  was  made  for  the  wife ;  Marat  perfuaded 
them  that  it  was  made  for  the  poor.  It  is  true,  that  at 
this  period  he  was  in  the  pay  of  Orleans,  but  with  his 
total  want  of  honour,  principle,  and  veracity,  it  is  very 
improbable  that  a  tie  fo  weak  as  gratitude  fhould 
bind  him  to  a  man  he  defpifed.  His  vanity  taught 
him  that  his  talents  and  fupport  could  never  be  pur- 
chafed  at  an  adequate  price,  and  his  careleflhefs 
about  money  prevented  his  confidering  it  poflible 
that  he  (hould  be  bought  by  fo  vile  a  mean. 
Ificfeaiit  The  flagitious  conduft  of  the  legiflative  aflfembly 
m  ferocity.  ^^^^  f^^Q^  fpring  to  the  energy  of  Marat,  and  the 

increafing  afcendancy  of  his  friends  Danton  and 
Robefpierre  in  the  public  eftimation,  enabled  him  te 
become  additionally  confpicuous  and  obnoxious. 
His  publications  became  more  atrocious  and  fan- 

Suinary ;  he  made  no  fcruple  to  recommend  the  de* 
ruftion  of  three  hundred  thoufand  perfons,  as 
sdMay  ariftocrats".  He  was,  at  length,  denounced  to  the 
J79»*  ^  aflembly  by  M.  Beugnot,  for  having,  in  one  of  his 
ced,  '  Journals,  inftigated  the  foldiery  tofacrijice  their  gene'- 
rals  to  the  public  welfare.  Beugnot  complained  that 
thefe  writings  had  been  prefented  to  the  minifter^ 
Duranton,  who  had  not  taken  proper  meafures  to 
have  the  publifher  puniflied.  M.  de  Vaublanc  en- 
forced this  accufation  by  producing  another  of 
Marat's  papers,  in  which  he  recommended  to  the 
people  to  dejlroy^  with  fire  and  fword^  the  rotten 
majority  of  the  ajembly.  The  incendiary  was  defended 
by  his  congenial  friends,  Bazire,  Chabot,  and  Mer« 
lin ;  a  long  and  tumultuous  debate  enfued,  at  the 
clofe  of  which,  a  decree  of  accufation  was  iflued 
againft  him,  but  its  eSed  was  reduced  by  a  fimilar 

"  Pcltier^ft  late  PiClure  of  Pariii  toI.  ii.  p,  a59, 

one. 
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dne,  obtained  by  BrifTot  and  his  fafBon,  at  the  fame 
time  againft  the  zbh6  Royou,  e<fitor  of  rAmi  du  RoL 
Seals  were  ordered  to  be  placed  on  the  houfes  and 
preffes  of  both*. 

But,  at  this  period,  the  regfcide  fa£Uon  was  fo     June; 
ftrong,  and  their  afcendancy  fo  confirmed,  that  Marat  ^  **^il?  '"* 
entertained  no  fears.     Decrees  of  arreft  were  iifued 
againft  him,  but  never  executed ;  and  previous  to  the 
20th  of  June  he  was  as  audacious  as  ever,  inftigating 
infurreftion,  and  inforcing  the  murder  of  the  king  ^. 
Notwithftanding  the  fuccefs  which  attended  that  dif»  Behaviour 
graceful  day,  and  the  meafures  which  were  purfued  and  J^tti*©* 
to  infure  more  extenfive  confequences  to-  that  per*  Auguft* 
6dious  plot  which,  after  fome  delays,  was  executed 
on  the  loth  of  Auguft,  he  is  faid  by  Briflbt  to  have 
been  fo  deficient  in  courage,    that  he  requefted 
Barbaroux  to  convey  him  to  Marfeilles  as  a  place  of 
&fety'«    He  was  appointed  one  of  the  new  council 
genoal  of  the  commune^  who  declared  themfelves  in- 
dependent  of  the  legiflature,   and  determined  to* 
render  an  account  of  their  conduA  to  none  but  the 
fivereipi  people^  in  their  primary  afiemblies\ 

Soon  after  the  deftruftion  of  royalty,  jealoufies  Q^arreU 
b^an  to  manifeft  themfelves  amongft  the  miniftry  "^^^^^ 
who  had  obtained  their  places  by  fuch  culpable  """" 
violence.     Danton,  refolved  on  the  de(lru£tion  of 
hk  pedantic  colleagues,  employed  Marat  to  infult, 
2nd  make  them  odious  to  the  people.    The  incen- 
dorj,  convinced  that  in  a  conteil  before  the  popu-- 
hce,  he  would  be  fecure  of  fuccefs,  commenced  his 
atta^  in  a  manner  truly  chara£teriflic.    Firft,  by 

'*  Meretiie  Prangois,  No.du  tl  Mai  179ft,  P*  x>S— lib. 

'  Sec  Impartial  Hiftory,  vol.  ii.  p,  39. 

'  Briibt  a  tDUft  les  Republicains,  London  edition »  p.  X7S,  I  con-> 
^s  I  do  not  beliere  the  ftory.  Briflbt  fays  this  fupplication  was  made 
Miiku  fvc  €lf  the  loch  of  Auguft,  a  day  too  bufy  for  Barbaroux  to 
kfe  incnnbiEred  bim&lf  with  Maiat*  and  Marat  was  that  vary  day 
^ixit  Otoe  of  the  liew  comoiune. 

'  Impartial  Hiftory,  vol.  ii.  p.  S49.  Peltier*s  late  Piftorc^  ?•)•  ii« . 
p.sx3*    Moorc*sjournal|  vol.  i.  p.  335  to  33t« 
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his  own  authority,  he  feized  four  prefles  from  the 
king's  printing-office  to  'indemnify  himfelf  for  a 
iimilar  number  which  had  been  taken  from  him\ 
this  the  miniftry  dared  not  refid  or  refent.  As  foon 
as  the  afiembly  had  decreed  a  fum  to  be  at  the  difpo- 
fal  of  the  adminiftration  for  the  purpofe  of  difperfing 
ufeful  publications,  he  applied  to  them  for  1 5,000 
livres  (6^61.  5  j.)  to  enable  him  to  publifh  fome  of 
his  works.  Roland,  to  whom  the  application  was 
made,  refufed  to  give  the  fum  without  knowing  what 
was  to  be  publifhed ;  Marat  fent  him  a  large  bundle 
of  manufcripts  about  the  Chains  of  Slavery  which  he 
laid  before  the  council,  and  they  referred  the  matter 
to  Danton ;  the  event  was,  that  ^arat  demanded 
and  obtained  the  required  fum  from  Orleans,  polled 
placards  againll  the  incivifm  of  Roland,  and  pul>> 
liihed  libels  againft  his  wife%  This  was  the  begin- 
ning of  a  conteft  which  in  about  nine  months  over- 
.  threw  the  fadion  of  BriiTotines. 
%d  septem.      A  greater  fcene  of  horrors  was  now  to  be  aded, 

ConJuaof  ^^^  ^^^  P^^^  afligned  to  Marat  was  congenial  to  his 

Mant.      abilities.    He  was  appointed  one  of  the  committee 

of   infpeftion   (^Surveillance)  by   the  commune^    in 

which  capacity  he  aflifled  in  filling  the  prifons,  and 

^by  his  fanguinary  journals  and  placards  inflamed  the 

populace^     He  even  went  fo  ^r  as  to  obtain  from 

the  cojnmune  an  order  for  the  arredation  of  Roland, 

and   many  of  his  friends,   but  this  ftep  was  too 

.daring  even  for  Danton,  he  fuppreifed  the  execution 

of  it,  but  it  became  obvious  that  no  farther  meafures 

were  to  be  kept  between'  him  and  his  colleagues^ 

whom  Marat  began  to  profcribe  and  denounce  with 

great  fury%     On  the  horrible  days  of  maflacres  he 

*>  RoIand*«  Appeal,  vol.  i.  p.  in.  Peltieft  late  Picture, . to),  ii. 
p.  «3. 

^  See  Roland's  Appeal,  vol.  i.  p.  m,  iit.  Peltier*t  late  PiAure^ 
•vol.  it.  p.  385.    Conjaration  ded*Orleanf,  vol.  iii.  p.  »t3«' 

^  Peltier's  late  Pidure,  vol.  ii.  p.  189.  Mooi«*s  JouroaU  voK  i. 
p.  l$6. 

^  Roland's  Appeal » vol.  i.  p.  loo.  ^ 
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was  conftantly  engaged;  Panis  and  he  were  alter- 
nately prefidents  of  a  committee  which  dire^ed  and 
encouraged  the  proceedings  of  the  ai&flins,  in  the 
previous  arrangement  of  which  he  had  materially 
aiEfted^  His  condiiA  on  this  and  other  occafions 
was  fo  ferocious  as  almoft  to  jufUfy  the  hyperbolical 
afTertion,  that  he  would  have  drunk  the  blood  of 
his  mother  out  of  the  cranium  of  his  father^. 

Meanwhile,  the  eledion  for  the  national  conven-  El^aed 
tion  were  proceeding,  the  friends  of  Marat  were  de-  "|«^*^  ^^ 
termined  to  obtain  him  a  feat ;  and  for  what  place !  vemionl 
not  for  an  obfcure  department,  where  his  name  was 
little  k^own,  and  his  vices  only  appeared  in  general 
details,  but  for  Paris,  the  capital  of  the  ftate,  the 
centre  of  his  crimes,  iJie  fcene  of  all  his  atrocities  ; 
Paris,  where  it  is  hardly  a  figure  to  fay  that  the  very 
walls  cried  out  againft  him,  as  a  murderer,  an  incen- 
diary, and  a  ruffian  more  fit  for  the  gibbet  than  the 
fenate.     To  procure  his  return  it  was  neceffary  to 
employ  the  eloquence  of  Chabot,  Danton,  and  Ro- 
befpierre,  and  the  more  effeftual  aid  of  pike  and 
bludgeon  men,  who  terrified  the  refpe^lable  electors, 
and  ianftioned  the  proceedings  of  voters  of  their  own 
cla&^     As  foon  as  Marat  had  obtained  a  feat  in  the 
legiflature,  he  redoubled  his  audacity  and  virulence; 
previous  to  their  meeting  he  declared  that  if  they  did 
not  fettle  the  principles  of  government  in  eight  days,     ^ 
no  good  was  to  be  expeded  from  them ;  he  de-  X9th  Sep* 
nounced  in  his  placards  many  of  the  newly-elefted  **»^- 
members,  as  ariftocrats  and  counter-revolutlonifts, 
the  generals  who  commanded  the  armies,  as  traitors, 
and  the  minilters,  except  Danton,   as  enemies  of 

f  Pages,  vol.  i.  p.  4.79, 480.  Peltier^s  late  PiAure,  vol.  ii»  p. 477* 
Coii)uiauon  tied' Orleans,  vol.  iii.  p.  aoS. 
c  Quoted  by  Pa^es,  vol.  ii.  p.  )y.  See  alfo  Garat't  Memoirt,  p««6* 
^  linpartial  Hiftory,  vol.  ii.  p.  i%%.  Moore^s  Journali  vol.  i* 
p.  597—391.  Appcl  a  I'Impartiale  Pofterit^,  vol.  ii.p.  69.  It  muft 
be  obferved  that  Robefpicrre  in  his  defence  againft  Louvet*9  accufatioo^ 
w^eh  is  very  pointed  on  this  fubje^,  denies  having  recoouneodtd 
Mmt.— SeeRoBlspiERRB, 

D  a  freedom. 
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Ir^iJom.  So  Kttle  was  he  fatisfied  With  the  ftatc  of 
things  white  the  Briflbtines  bore  fway,  that  the  Very 
day  after  the  meeting  of  the  convention,  he  excited 
the  Jacobin  club  againft  them.  He  perfevered  in 
his  incendiary  placards,  and  even  reproached  the 
people  for  thdr  forbearance  in  not  perpetrating  new 

4th  cao-    niaflacres.    "  O;  people  of  talk  !*'  he  obferVed,  "  if 

bcr,  c(  jQ^  jjj  jjm  know  how  to  aft*  !*' 

perpifedia      D\it  though  he  was  ftrongly  fupported  in,  and 
Aecon-     inftigated  to  thefe  meafures  by  his  party  in  the  com- 
mune and  in  the  clubs,  even  tney  had  not  intrepidity 
^Ough  openly  to  countenance  him  in  the  conven- 
tion.    There  the  hideoufhefs  of  his  appearance,  the 
fquator  of  his  attire,  the  infamy  of  his  chara^er,  the 
diudacity  with  which  he  outraged  truth,  decency,  and 
drd&r,  made  every  one  afhamed  to  own  a  conniesion 
with  him.    Was  a  charge  made  on  his  party,  oT 
murderous  principles^   or  views  of  eftablilhmg   a 
ffidator,  when  every  one  Ihruhk  iroin  the  avoV/al  of 
fuch  defigns,  he  teas  ever  ready  to  ftand  in  the 
breiu:h,  deriding  the  aflaults  of  eloquence,  trium-* 
{>hantly  cohfeffing  the  Whote  charge,  juftifying  faim- 
felf^  and  itnpiidentjly  retorting  crimination,  fcdrn^ 
and  pity  on  his  accufers^ 
ISnmity  ^      tt  wduld  be  in  extremely  tedious  and  uhintered- 
J«  Brif.    ing  labor  to  relate  all  the  motions  and  denunciations 
hiade  by  and  againft  him,  from  the  firft  fitting  of 
the  convtntion  to  the  end  of  the  year.    He  was  the 
avowed  contemner  and  fcourge  of  the  Briflbtines, 
the  unceafing  opponent  of  Roland,  whom  he  Ilig-< 
hiatized  in  his  journals,  placards,  and  fpeeches  iti 
the  convention,  as  well  as  at  the  Jacobin  club,  as  the 
enemy  of  the  republic,  as  a  tyrant,  who  iflued  arbi- 
trary lettres  de  cachet^   and  as  a  public  peculator 
and  defaulter '«    He  was  undoubtedly  infligated  to 

^  Louvet^t  NsmtiTey  p.  tS.  ii.   Mooit*i  Jontntli  v6l.  i*  p.  450* 
486. 

^  Moore^s  Journal,  vol.  11  .ji.  lyz.  «59.    Debitet. 
.  I  LouvcCs  Narrative,  p.  %^  ^  Roland^  AppeaJ^  ToL  i«   p.  xt<« 
iMercure  Francois  <iu  ao  OAobre  I79}« 
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thefe  meaiures.  by  Robefpierre  and  Danton,  and  the 
BrilTotiQes  were  anxious  to  confound  and  difgrace 
him.    But  in  this  they  proceeded,  as  ufual,  by  in- 
trigue  mftead  of  courageous  affault ;  they  formed 
parties  to  prevent  his  accefs  to  the  tribune,  and, 
indead  of  a  well-digeded  attack,  exhaufted  thenw 
felves  in  aSeAed  declamations  and  feeble  recrimina- 
tions.    A  defcription  of  one  of  thefe  fcenes  will  ajtHSepi 
Ihew  all  the  atrocity  and  infolence  of  his  charafter,  tember. 
and  difplay  the  feeble  condud  of  his  opponents.. 
After  a  difcuflion  in  which  Rebecqui  and  Batbaroux 
accufed  Robefpierre  of  afpiring  to  the  di£hitor(hip, 
Marat  prefented  himfelf  at  the  tribune,  to  anfwer 
a  part  of  the  complaint  in  which  he  himfelf  had  been 
implicated.     Violent  murmurs  arofe.     *'  It  would  Hitfpeedu 
**  appear/'    he  faid, .  "  that  I  have  a  great  many 
"  perfonal  enemies  in  this  aflembIy.**T— *'  That  we 
*'  are  all,*'  exclaimed  three-fourths  of  the  members, 
Marat  refumed  with  the  moft  unruffled  ferenity: 
"  I  have  a  great  many  perfonal  enemies  in  this 
"  aflembly ;  I  call  them  to  decency.     I  exhort  them 
'^  to  moderate  their  furious  clamours;  and  indecent 
"  menaces  againd  a  man  who  has  rendered  more 
"  fenrices  to  the  caufe  of  liberty,  and  to  themfelves^ 
"  than  they  are  aware  of.     Let  them,  for  once, 
^  ieam  to  liften !  I  am  grateful  to  the  fecret  hand 
^  which  has  thrown  in  the  midfl:  of  you  a  vaia 
^  phantom,  to  alarm  the  timid,   create  divifions 
^  amon^  good  citizens,  and  cad  a  ftigma  on  the 
"  deputies  of  the  city  of  Paris.     They  are  acci^fed 
*^  of  afpiring  to  a  didatorfhip,  a  triumvirate^  or  a 
*'  tribuneihip ;    this  abfurd  accufation  could  not 
"  have  found  credit  but  for  my  being  one  of  the 
**perfons   to  whom  it  applies.      Well   then!   k 
''  becomes  an  a£fc  of  juflice  in  me  to  dcjclare  that 
"my  colleagues,  Robefpierre,   Danton,   and  the 
"  reft,  havp  conftantly  oppofed  the  idea  of  a  die- 
"  tatorfhip,    though    I  have  publiflied  it  in  my 
^  jpupials^  and  h^ye  had  feveral  difputps  with  them 

D  3  *'  on 
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**  on  the  fubjeft.     I  believe  I  am  the  firft,  or  rather 
the  only  political  writer  in  France  who  has  pre- 
fented  it  to  the  public  as  theonly  mode  of  crufli- 
ing  traitors  and  confpirators.     If  this  opinion  be 
"  a.  crime,  I  alone  am  culpable ;  on  my  head  the 
**  vengeance  of  the  nation  ought  to  fall :  bflt  before 
**  I  am  cenfured  or  punifted  let  me  be  heard.    - 
**  Surrounded  by  eternal  machinations  agaiilfl:  the 
country ;  feeing  the  repeated   confpiracies  of  a 
perfidious  king  and  a  deteftable  court ;   feeing 
the  villany  of  that  hoft  of  traitors,  who  in  the 
*'  conftituent  as  well  as  the   legiflative  aflembly, 
baffely  fold  the  rights  of  the  people ;  will  you  im- 
pute it  to  me  as  a  crime  to  have  propofed  the 
only  meafure,  in  my  apprehenfion,  calculated  to 
*'  ftop  us  on  the  brink  of  that  precipice  into  which 
**  they  were  dragging  us  ?  When  the  conftituted 
*^  authorities  were  of  no  other  ufe  than  to  deftroy 
**  freedom,  and  to  murder  the  patriots,  in  the  name 
"  of  the  law,  will  you  impute  it  to  me  as  a  crime  to 
**  have  called  down  on  their  guilty  heads,  the  axe 
of  popular  vengeance  ?  No,  the  people  thethfelves 
would  difavow  you ;  for,  if  they  have  not  fol- 
f'  lowed  my  advice,  they  have,  too  late,  felt,  of 
themfelves,  that  they  had  no  refource  left,  to 
efcape  the  rage  of  their  tyrants,  but  by  taking 
**  into  their  own  hands  the  diftatorial  power, .  and 
•*  ridding  themfelves  of  traitors. 

**  I,  more  than  any  one,  have  trembled  at  the  idea 
**  of  thofe  terrible  commotions ;  and  that  they  might 
*'  not  be  always  in  vain,  that  the  people  might  not 
"  be  forced  to  renew  them,  I  was  defirous  that  they 
•*  (hould  be  direfted  by  fome  citizen,  whofe  pru- 
"  dence,  juftice,  and  firmn^fs  might,  at  once,  h?ivc 
"  fecured  the  fafety  and  welfare  of  the  public.  If 
*^  the  neceflity  of  this  meafure  could  have  been  felt 
^*  at  the  epoch  of  the  capture  x^C  the  Baftille,  five 
**  hundred  rafcally  heads  woiild  ha:ve  fallen,  an^ 
•*  peace  and  liberty  would  have  been  eftablifhed  fi*om. 

"  that 


tc 


MARAT.  3  jf 

**  that  period  for  ever;  inftead  of  'which,  for  want- 
**  of  difplaying  that  energy,  equally  prudent  and 
^  neceffary,  a  hundred  thouiand  patriots  have  been 
**  butchered,  and  a  hundred  thoufand  more  are 
"  threatened  with  the  fame  fate.  To  prove  that  I 
had  no  view  of  making  this  dilator,  tribune, .  or 
triumvir,  (for  what  fignifies  the  name,)  a  tyrant, 
fuch  as  folly,  prefuming  on  the  ufe  of  i,  word, 
might  have  reprefented  him,  but  a  devoted  vi£lim 
to  the  country,  whofe  lot  no  ambitious*  man 
*•  would  envy,  my  projeft  was,  that  the  duration 
**  of  his  authority  Ihould  be  limited  to  a  few  days, 
•*  that  it  ihould  only  extend  to  the  condemnsltion  of 
^^  traitors ;  and  even,  that  a  cannon-ball  fhould  be 
^^  chained  to  his  foot,  that  he  himfelf  might  always 
**  be  within  the  reach  of  the  people.  All  vigorous 
**  meafures  have,  at  firft  fight,  appeared  abfurd  to 
•*  many,  particularly  to  the  deputies  of  the  people  ; 
**  they  were  ever  confident  of  their  own  wifdom, 
*'  and  they-  would  have  ruined  the  country  if  the 
**  people  Jiad  not  trampled  under  foot  their  cowardly 
**  fyftems^  -  My*  ideas,  however  revolting  they 
^  might  appear^  tended  only  to  the  public  good, 
•*  for 'no  pedbn' was  ever  more  fond  than  myielf  of 
**  order,  ind  thereigVi  of  juft  laws.  If  your  ideas 
*•  are  not  fuffidently  elevated  to  enable  you  to  un- 
•*  derftand-me,  fo  much  the  worfe  for  you. 

**  Such  is  my  opinion  j  I  have  not  privately  in- 
**  finuated  it  to  a  confldefttial  circle  j  I  have  printed, 
"  and  put  my  name  tb  k.  Wa^  It  the  opinion  of  a 
"  madman  ?  I  was  to  be  pitied.  Was  it  dangerous  ? 
^  It  was  ixK:umbent  on  men  more  enlightened  than 
**  myfelf,  to  expofe  it,  inftead  of  direfting  againft 
^^  my  perfon  the  dag^rs  of  aifaiTination^  and  th^ 
^  bayonets  of  defpotiim. 

**  My  enemies  have  dared  lo impute  tome  view« 
<^  of  ambition.  If  I  had  been  willing  to  fet  a  price 
^  on  my  filence,  I.might  have  been  gorged  with  gold ; 
*^  yet  1  am  poor.    In  the  fervice  of  my  country  I 
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*^  have  braved  mifety,  dai^ers,  and  infults ;  InoeC- 
^^  fantly  purfued  by  legions  of  aflalCns,  I  have  nvan- 
**  dared  during  the  fpace  of  threq, years  from  one 
^^  fubterraneous  habitation toanother;  Ihavepreached 
**  the  truth  when  a  log  was  my  pillow.  If  la  Fayette, 
*'  or  any  other  enemy  of  liberty,  bad  been  able  to 
^^  feizd  my  perfon,  the  moft  ardent  defender  dF 
♦*  liberty  would  have  been  no  more^ 

^^  Legiflators !  condefcend  to  op^n  your  eyes.  In* 
*^  ftead  of  confuming  your  precious  time  in  fcandaU 
^^  0U8  quarrels,  dread  to  afford  a  fan£Uon  to  the 
**  manoeuvre^of  intrigue,  by  giving  currency  to  ab* 
furd  reports,  artfully  circulated  to  retard  the  grand 
work  of  the  conftitution ;  and  to  put  my  enemies 
themfelves  to  a  painful  trial,  let  me  prefs  you  to 
fulfil  the  true  objed  of  your  miflion,  by  immedi* 
ately  perfecting  the  declaration  of  rights,  and  lay^ 
ing  the  foundations  of  a  juil  and  fr^  govern^ 
"  ment." 

This  fpeech  made  fuch  an  impreilion  on  the  con* 
vention,  that  they  were  difpofed  to  have  terminated 
the  difcui&on,  by  pai&ng  to  the  order  of  the  day, 
when  Vergniaud  faid : 

*'  If  there  is  a  misfortune  attached  to  the  fituation 
**  of  reprefentative  of  ;the  people,  by  which  I  am 
<*  peculiarly  affeded,  it  is  that  of  bong  obliged  to 
<<  afcend  this  tribune  after  a  laan  fHU  obnoxious  to 
**  decrees  of  arreft,  which  he  has  not  difcharged." 

This  opening  fhocked  the  friends  of  Marat :  ^^  Dq 
^'  you  mean  the  decrees  of  the  Chatelet  ?'*  inquired 
Chabot.  "  Or  thofe  with  which  he  was  honored  for 
"  having  overthrown  la  Fayette  ?"  added  Tallien* 
Verginaud  continued : 

<<  It  is  that  of  taking  the  place  of  a  man,  againft 
^<  whom  a  decree  of  acculation  has  been  obtained, 
^^  and  who  has  lifted  his  aydacious  head  above  the 
«'  laws ;  in  a  word,  a  mfo^  dripping  .with  cahimny, 
**  gall,  and  blood."  j^tet;  fome  confufipn,  occa» 
fioned  by  the  diftpprpfeatioft  of  the  galleries,.  Vcrgni* 

aud 


M  A  R  A  Ti 

aud  denounced  .an  addrefs,  figned  by  the  committee 
of  isfpedion  of  Paris,  which  had  been  previoufly 
denounced  to  the  legiflative  affembly.  As  this  addrefs 
mimed  •  nothing  ha  the  expreffion  of  the  mofl  ener^ 
pic fenfiments  rf  liberty ^  terminated  by  an  invitation 
to  the  departments  J  to  unite  with  the  Pari/ians  to  repel 
the  enemies  who  threatened  the  capital^  the  orator  cofn* 
merited  m  it  in  vain  ;  the  only  fenfation  produced^  was 
that  of  ajlonijhment  at  hearing  it  denounced  '"• 

Boileau  produced  a  number  of  Marat's  journal, 
which  he  pretended  had  been  publi&ed  that  very 

^  I  have  tnnflate4  this  fentence  from  Robefpierre  |  but  to  enable  the 
reader  to  form  a  judgment  of  this  fuppofcd  barudifi  paper,  I  have  added 
n  at  length*  as  tranfiated  hy  Dr.  Moore.  Journal,  vol.  ii,  p*  40.  Sm 
ilib  Roland's  Appeal,  vol  i.  p.  109. 

**  Brethren  and  friends !  a  horrid  plot,  planned  by  the  coutt,  t9 
**  Dorder  all  the  patriots  of  the  French  empire ;  a  plot  in  which  agieac 
**  number  of  the  national  aiTembly  were  engaged,  having,  on  the  ni;idl 
"  of  lallffiontby  forced  the  commune dtFMris  to  the  cruel  neceflity  of  mak- 
"  rag  06  of  the  power  of  the  people  to  fave  the  nation  \  the  coin-^ 
^  mane  has  neglected  nothing  for  the  fervice  of  the  country. 

"  After  the  approbation  which  the  national  aflfembly  itfelf  beftowe<l 
**  on  the  commonr,  could  it  have  been  imagined  that  new  plots  were 
"  pn^Atng  in  filcnce,  which  broke  forth  at  the  moment  whet)  tbt 
"  utJonal  aflembly,  forgetting  that  ihe  had  declared  that  the  cms^ 
**  MOKirPdnVhad  faved  the  country,  haflened  to  dilTolve  that  verf 
"  community,  as  a  recompence  for  all  its  faithful  ferviccs. 

**  Proud  of  pofl*e(nng  the  full  confidence  of  the  nation,  which  we 
'*  are  reiblved  to  deicrve  more  and  more  j  placed  in  the  centre  of  all 

*  Checoafpinicies,  and  determined  to  periui  in  defence  of  tl^e  public; 
''we  cannot  boaft  of  having  entirely  fulfilled  our  duty,  till  wa 
'^  flail  obtain  your  approbation,  which  is  the  obje6l  of  all  our 
''  widies,  and  of  which  we  cannot  be  certain,  till  all  the  departments 
**  ^tftMmed  9&r  mtafwrn  for  tbt  pnbiic  fafety .  Prof  effing  pn  nciplcs  oC 
'*  the  molt  perfect  equality,  wi filing  no  other  privilege,  but  that  of 
"  prefenting  ourfelves  the  hrft  at  tlie  breach,  we  will  put  o^irfelves  on 
**  s  Icset  witli  the  £aialleft  municipality  in  the  nation,  as  fooa  as  the 
**  daogers  which  now  threaten  the  country  are  |ia(^. 
^  *'  Informed  that  hands  of  barbarians  ai^  sidvancing,  the  emnmam 
"  ^  Ptfnt  baftens  to  acquaint  all  the  departmeats,  that  part  of  rhofe 

furious  conipirators  detained   in  the  prif^ns  of  Paris  have  Heca 
put  to  death  by  the  people  \  an  oB  •/  }iiftie«  v>h\cb  femtd  indiffenfMe^  tf 
^1v/«mr  into  the  breafts  of  thole  legions  of  traitors  hid  within  her 
**  walls,  at  the  time  when  the  citiaens  were  about  to  march  WJnft 
I      "  tbe  enemy*     And  so  doubt  the  nation,  after  that  long  ibccetfnon  of 

*  treafoBs  which  have  brought  her  to  the  brink  of  ruin,  wll  btfitm  f 
]*  a^  m  m§i^fo  ^^  and  mttjhfy  |  and  all  the  inhabkants  of  France 
"  ^11  fay  like  the  Parifiaos  f  «L«t  us  march  agatnft  the  eoemy,  but, 
'^  let  us  OQl  Utvt  behind  us  a  b4md  •{  vilUinsm  t$  mwdtr  mtr  W'vet  mnd  eUl- 

morning, 
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morning,  from  which  he  read  thefe  words  :  "  Con- 
lidering  the  temper  of  the  majority  of  the  deputies, 
I  defpair  of  the  public  welfare ;  if  in  the  eight 
firft  fittings,  the  fundamental  points  of  the  conlti- 
tution  be  not  decreed,  fifty  years  of  anarchy  await 
you,  from  which,  you  can  only  be  relieved  by  ap- 
pointing a  diftator."  This  extraft  revived  in  the 
aflembly  all  the  violence  of  its  former  agitations, 
and  there  was  a  general  outcry,  To  the  abbaye  !  To 
the  guillotine  !  In  the  midft  of  the  tumult,  Boileau 
moved  for  a  decree  of  accufation  againft  the  mon- 
fter. 

Marat,  with  much  difficulty,  obtained  a  hearing, 
and  with  unruffled  compofure  faid:  "  I  intreat 
<^  the  aifembly  not  to  give  thi^mfelves  up  to  fuch  an 
"  excefs  of  rage  againft  me,  I  can  eafily  reply  to  the 
"  new  accufations  of  my  adverfaries.  They  have 
^^  not  bluihed  to  advance  the  decrees  of  accufation 
*'  obtained  againft  me  by  the  courtly  proftitutes  of  the 
^^  conftituent  and  legiilative  affemblies.  .  I  pride  my-* 
"  felf  in  them,  as  titles  of  glory.  I  muft  obferve, 
^  however,  to  thofe  who  know  not  how  to  appreciate 
*^  them,  that  they  are  annulled ;  the  people  have  an- 
•*  nulled  them  in  calling  me  hither  to  defend  their 
^^  rights,  and  by  that  judgment  have  indentified  my 
•*  caufe  with  their  own. 

^^  As  for  the  paper  which  has  juft  been  denounced, 
**  and  which  I  am  challenged  to  difavow— Far  from 
**  me  be  fuch  a  difavowal — Never  did  untruth  iffue 
*<  from  my,  lips  ;  and  to  fear,  my  heart  is  a  ftranger. 
**  But  I  muft  inform  you,  that  is  not,  as  has  been 
^'  advanced,  a  publication  of  tO'^day;  it  appeared 
•*  ten  days  ago.  I  compofed  it  at  a  time  when  the 
"**  national  convention  was  not  yet  formed,  when  I 
•'  was  an  indignant  witnefs  of  the  re-eleAion  of  thofe 
*'  unfaithfuldeputies,whomIhaddenounced,efpecially 
<<  that  fadion  of  the  Gironde,  by  which  I  am  this 
**  day  perfccuted.  But  an  inconteftible  proof  of 
^<  my  wifh  to  remain  united  to  you,  and  the  real 
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•*opmion  I  have  formed  of  the  firft  labors  of  the 
«  national  convention,  may  be  found  in  the  firft  num- 
**  ber  of  a  journal,  intitled,  Le  Journal  de  la  Repub* 
^  liquCj  printed  this  day.  That  will  explain  to  you 
^  my  real  fentiraents,  much  better  than  the  tfeache- 
**  reus  annotations  which  accompanied  the  reading 
"  you  have  already  heard/* 

The  paper  was  read,  it  reftored  the  favorable 
opinion  of  the  affembly.  Marks  of  an  agreeable 
furprife  and  intereft  fucceed  the  impetuous  fenfations 
by  which  it  had  been  previoufly  agitated.  Matat 
again  aljpended  the  tribune. 

"  Permit  me  now,'*  faid  he,  •*  to  recal  you  to  your- 
*'  fdves,  and  to  fix  your  attention  on  the  dangers  of 
**  prepofleflion  and  anger.  What  then  !  if  by  the 
"  negligence  of  my  printer,  my  journal  had  not  ap- 
**pcared  to-day,  you  would  have  devoted  me  to 
"thefword  of  tyranny!  But  no— it  would  not 
"  have  been  in  your  power  to  perpetrate  fuch  an  aft 
"  of  iniquity.  I  had  in  my  own  poffeffion  the  means 
**  of  retaining  my  liberty ;  and,  if  you  had  voted  a 
"decree  of  accufatioii,  this  weapon  (hould  have 
"  refcued  me  from  the  fury  of  my  perfecutors." 
Saying  thefe  words,  he  drew  from  his  pocket  a  piflol, 
and  put  it  to  his  head.  The  convention  paifed  to  the 
order  of  the  day,  on  all  the  denunciations  "• 

Marat  was  ftiii  diftinguiihed,  by  his  habitual  hatred  Htti^of 
of  eminent  charaSers.     When  Dumouriez  enjoyed  P"™*^'** 
the  moft  flattering  partiality  of  his  countrymen,  Marat  "^ 
exhibited  himfelfas  his  detra6tor,  he  ftigmatized  him 
as  an  ariftocrat,  reproached  him  with  having  con- 
nived at  the  efcape  of  the  Pruflians  out  of  France ; 
from  finifter  motives,  took  the  part  of  thofe  who 
murdered  the  Pruflian  deferters  at  Rhetal ;  moved 
an  accufation  againft  him  in  the  convention,   and  in  i^th  tml 
the  Jacobin  club  ;  purfued  him  with  infults  and  in-  ><th  o^* 
juries  into  a  private  company,  where  he  was  partak- 

■  This  nvratiTe  it  taken  from  Robefpierre  a  (et  Commettans,  vol.  i« 
p»  %i  to  9S*  See  alfo Moore's  Journalf  vol.  ii.  p.  35  to  44.  Dekates. 
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ing  of  an  ratettainment ;  and  when  he  fet  out  on  hu 
expedition  againft  Flanders,  declared  publicly,  and 
m  print,  that  he  went  only  with  a  view  of  over-run- 
ning thofe  provinces,  to  make  himfelf  duke  of  Bra- 
bant ^ 
perfeeution  His  exertions  a^ainft  the  general  were,  however, 
•f  *^*  trifling  in  comparifon  to  thofe  he  ufed  againft  the 
"**  king  and  queen.  To  increafe  the  miferies  of  their 
f^tuation,  to  inflame  the  public  refentment  againft 
them  to  the  highefl  pitch,  and  to  accelerate  a  death 
of  unmerited  ignominy ;  to  thefe  ends  he  bent  all 
his  powers.  In  the  convention,  in  the  clubs,  in  the 
ftreets  ;  his  fpeeches^  his  journals,  his  placards  were 
replete  with  the  bittered  invedives ;  and  mod  fla»- 
griint  untruths,  againft  thofe  unfortunate  vidims  of 
popular  frenzy  and  delufion.  Every  method  wa& 
ufed  which  malice  could  fuggeft,  to  prefent  the  d^ 
graded  monarch  to  the  people  as  an  objeft  of  coii- 
tempt  and  abhorence ;  not  only  his  imputed  crimes^ 
but  the  misfortunes  which  the  intriguers  and  infurgepts 
had  brought  on  him,  were  equally  held  forth  as  mo^ 
tives  of  deteftation ;  and  the  injuflice  the  nation  had 
already  committed,  or  connived  at,  in  thie  murder 
of  many  individuals,  vi/hofe  only  crime  was  loyalty^ 
y^as  urged  as  a  reafon  for  their  perfevering  in  the 
fame  caufe,  and  imbruing  their  hands  in  the  blooc) 
id  Not.  of  the  fovereign^  His  a£tivity  on  this  occaiion 
excited  popular  refentment ;  his  houfe  was  once  fur- 
rounded  by  ^  mob  who  demanded  his  head,  and  a^ 
another  time,  the  federes  vowed  vengeance  againft 
him,  infomuch,  that  he  pretended  to  be  alarmed  for 
his  fafety,  and,  was  indulged  by  Santerre  with  ^  guard 
near  his  place  qi  abode  \ 


•  Life  of  General  Dumoiiriex,  vol  itt*  p.  »<o.  s^o.  Mcrcure  Fraii<* 
^ois,  No.  du  17  05lobre  1792,  p.  s^g.  %sy  %(^%»  Mport'*i  J^urjg;^, 
Vot.  ii.  p.  163  to  170.     Sec  DuMOURiEZ. 

f  lapaitiai  Uiftory,  fol.  ii,  p.  %%$•  Moorer*t  Joonndy  voh'tt. 
p.  nSo. 
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At  length  his  malignity  was  gratifJccI,  by  the  de- 
cree Aat  ordered  the  king  to  the  bar  of  tht  conven- 
don,  aod  ftill  further  by  the  refult  of  his  trial,  which 
be  promoted  with  unabated  rancor ;  tombating  every 
digument  tending  to  mercy,  and  overwhehning  with 
albde  and  niifreprefentation   all  who  oj>pored   th6 
Cingmnary  meafure  he  was  refolved  to  tarry.     It  was 
obfenred,  that,  on  the  day  of  the  king's  appearance 
at  die  tw  of  the  convention,  his  face;  for  the  firft 
time,  wore  the  fmife  of  fiitisfadUon ;    and,  as  an 
equally  extraordinary  phenomenon,   that  he  was 
diefled  in  a  new  fuit  of  clothes.    He  moved,  that 
the  crime  of  foreftalling  grain  and  tnoney,   of  at  loth  !>«. 
faiSnadoJxs  under  pretence  of  law.  and  many  other 
charges,  (hould  be  added  to  the  king's  accufatioti.  * 
Yet  it  may  fterve  to  prove  the  inconfiftency  of  his 
d)arader,that,  thenextday,  he  moved  that  all  charges     ittii. 
alluding  to  crimes  committed  before  his  acceptance 
of  the  conftitution,  fhould  be  omitted  in  his  aft  df 
kcafation,  ^hich  was  over-ruled  by  his  colleagues  '• 

This  2&  of  juftice  in  him  was  merely  fortuitous "; 
hefoonrefumedhis  wonted  ferocity ;  on  the  queftion 
of  puniihmoit,  he  voted  for  death,  with  ekectiti^oti  i^th  Jan. 
of  the  fentence  within  four-and-tw^nty  hours;  and  >793- 
(Ml  the  queftion  of  refpite,  he  repeated  the  fame  i9AJ««. 
opinions,  ^hich  he  accompanied  with  the  molt  cla- 
morous abufe  of  thofe  who  oppofed  them  *• 

While  this  ttial  was  depending,  he  ftood  candidate  Candidate 
for  die  office  of  mayor  df  Paris,  vacant  by  the  re-  m^y^Jj^i^.^ 
fignation  of  Petion,  but  he  obtained  only  tbrty-onft     ^  "  ^* 
liifirages*.     He  had  been  denounced  by  Clavicre, 
fcr  tutvin^,  as  member  of  the  committee  '6f  iiifperc-      , 
Son,  tefiif^d  to  give  any  account  6f  th^  ^eds> 
ih^els,  'gcrfd,  ^ffignats,  and  papefs,  JRAulli  at  thft 
li6ufe  of  the  treafuter  of  the  'civil  lift.    A  Idecreft 
to ttiadfe  that  Aey flioddbe  tranftnStted  to  thenar 

*^  DflktA/Modri^f- Jb^rftal^  vol.  ii.  p.  507.  50^.  et  pa%m.         ^ 
*  Moort^tjff&rh^lf^fdl,  ii:  p,  507.  Debates. 
Miifcrcttfe  FraD^oif^  Na»  du  %  Nonrabre  179S9  p.  4s. 
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H<Miored    tional  treafufy  within  four-and  •twenty  hours*    Ma« 
lixA"       ^^^'  accompanied  by  Robefpierre,  went  to  the  Ja- 
*"**  cobin  club,  where  he  was  received  with  acclamation 
and  enthufiafm.      He  was  honored  with  the  title 
of  magnanimm\  and  his  profound  fagacity  in  re- 
commending fuch  numerous  decollations  was  highly 
apjplauded.     Great  complaints  were  made  ot  the 
incivifm  and  perfecuting  fpirit  of  the  minifters,  and 
he  Tefolved  to   feek   for  refuge  in  his  /outer rain. 
Here  he  remained  but  three  days,  though  he  con- 
tinued for  a  much  longer  time  to  date  his  papers^ 
from  thence.     He  did  not  in  them  aflume  a  ftyle 
of  greater  moderation,  but  ftill  continued  to  advife 
the  cutting  off  of  heads,  the  partition  of  property, . 
and  the  plunder  of  the  wealthy  \ 
Hltrio-        In  the  conteft  between  his  party  and  the  Brif-^ 
'*""a  h  ^^^^^^^  ^^  "^^^  fignally  ferviceable  j  for  though  thq 
SrSt-   *  difguft  excited  by  his  appearance  in  the  convention 
>nec»         was  fuch  that  even  his  known  intimates  appeared 
afhamed  to  aflbciate  with  him,  though  Danton  pro* 
feifed  to  diilike,  and  Robefpierre  denied  having 
much  conneftioji  with  him,  yet  his  intrepidity  in 
all  matters  where  nothing  was  to  be  apprehended 
but  ihame,  and  his  facility  in^  inciting  infurreftioi^ 
and  intriguing  with  the  mob,  rendered  him  a  necet 
fary  aflbciate  in  their  projefts.      The  Briflbtines, 
who  had  felt  the  efteds  of  his  malice,  were  anxious 
to  procure  his  expulfion  from  the  aflembly,  or  his 
execution,  but  he  had  taken  too  firm  root  in  the 
fevour  of  the  populace  to  fear  the  refult  6f  their  ex- 
ertions.    Briflbt  now  wrote,  and  Vergniaud  and 
Louvet  declaimed,  in  vain ;   they  had  it  in  their 

g3wer  to  have  cruHied  him  during  the  firft:  admini^ 
ration  of  Roland,  but  his  libels  on  the  court  were 
«  then  too  ferviceable ;  they  foftered  the  ferpent  tc> 

fting  the  royal  family,  and  were  afterwards  them** 

*  Mercure  Fran^s»  du  10  Novembre  179*9  p«  96.  iio^  iti«    Pi»> 
f7  Novembre,  p*  194*    Moore's  Journa],  vol.  xu  p.  39). 
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/elves  defervedly  vidims  to  his  veiuxn.     Reftrained 
by  no  impulfe  of  (hame  or  fenfe  of  troth,  he  re- 
turoed  their  ^cafms  with  grols  abufe,  their  accu- 
boom  vath  recrimination,  calling  them  royalifts^ 
anftocrats,  mufcadins^  and  heaping  on  them  erery 
charge  which  was  likely  to  inflame  the  public  mind : 
he  alfo  accufed  them,  and  not  without  truth,  of  being 
acceflaries  by  their  connivance  to  the  afls  of  the  2d 
of  September.     The  oppofition  made  by  that  inqon- 
fiftent  faction  to  the  progrefs  of  the  king^s  trials 
afforded  him  a  ftill  greater  opportunity  of  reprefent- 
ing  them  to  the  public  as  royalifts ;  and  the  refult 
of  that  tranfaction  rendered  their  deftru6tion  eafy* 
From  the  period  of  the  king's  execution,  Marat  was 
affectedly  held  forth  by  his  partifans  as  a  teft  in  re- 
voludonary  opiiuons;  thofe  who  did  not  think  exa£Uy 
as  he  did  were  reckoned  counter-reyolutionifls.     His 
afcendancy  was  fo  great,  that  the  convention  was 
often  obliged  to  fufpend  all  other  deliberations  to 
attend  to  his  egotifms,  whims,  and  impertinences. 
In  vain  were  decrees  made  againfl  him,  he  violated 
them  the  moment  they  were  formed,  fecure  of  im- 
punity from  the  influence  of  the  mob  over  the  en- 
iiaved  and  cowardly  legiflature ". 

His    rancor   againit   Dumouriez,    which     had  Rancor 
known  no  intermifuon,  led  him  to  depreciate  all  his  J^^^ 
fucceiles,  and  conflantly  point  him  out  as  a  traitor  n«x. 
to  the  country.     The  famous  battle  of  Jemappe  he 
treated  .as  a  treacherous  exertion  of  the  general  to 
occaficm  a  wanton  facrifice  of  the  Parifian  recruits  '• 
He  prophefied  that  he  would  defert  like  la  Fayette  ; 
and  to  exafperate  the  inhabitants  of  the  capital,  af- 
ferted  that  his  aides-d^-camp  wallowed  m  gold  and 

'  See  Rolaod^s  Apixal,  vol.J.  p,  5.  119.  Peltier^s  late  Pi£)ure« 
^1*  n.  p.  295*  493*  Mcrcure  Francois,  No.  du  19  Septembre  i79»« 
Moott*t  Journal,  vol.  i.  p.  455.  vol.  \u  p.  i34»  935.  Young*t  £x- 
ttipkof  Franccy  p.  sS. 

^  Mcrcure  Frangois*  No.  du  t7  Nov.  1791.    Mogre'i  Jounilt  , 
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tUvtTy  ttid  ttoAt  ufe  6f  «iffignaU  of  fifty  firrcfe 
(2/.  3x.  9(f.)  tt>  light  their  pipes  ^  The  acCom« 
plifimient  of  this  predifUon,  though  produced  in  a 

frcat  degree  by  the  treachery  of  the  Mountain,  and 
y  his  own  calumnies,  raifed  him  in  the  eyes  of  the 
ParifianSy  and  inflamed  his  vanity  to  the  higheft 
pitch. 
Cbnteft      •    He  took  advantage  of  this  circumftance  to  re- 
^^^^^     double  his  attacks  on  the  oppofmg  fadion;   he 
charged  them  with  being  accomplices  of  the  general, 
dnd,  as  prefident  of  the  Jacobin  club,  figned  an  ad- 
drefs  exhorting  the  popular  fodeties  to  unite,  and 
by  reiterated  petitions  compel  the  convention  to 
expel  thofe  unfaithful  abettors  of  Dumouriez^  who 
betrayed  their  truft,  and  did  not  vote  for  the  death 
%sih  Feb.  of  the  tyrant.    Previous  to  this  period,  Salles  had 
*^^*       denounced  him  for  publiihing  an  inflammatory  jour* 
nal,  inviting  the  people  to  murder  and  pillage ;  but^ 
as  Marat  was  fupported  by  the  galleries,  th^  had  no 
other  effed  than  to  throw  the  convention  into  one 
of  thofe  convulfions  which  then  generally  termi* 
Hated  thdr  debates.    They  alfo  procured  an  addrefs 
from  the  popular  fbcieties  at  Amiens,  requiring^ 
amongft  other  things,  a  decree  of  accufation  agailill 
him ,;  but  the  convention  pafled  to  the  order  of  the 
day  \    In  return,  he  accufed  the  Briflbtines  of  hay« 
ing  abetted  the  pillage  of  the  (hops  which  to<^ 
pkce  in  February,  and  of  the  confpiracy  of  the  lotb 
of  March  *.     But  thefe  were  only  preludes  to  i, 
sft  April    more  daring  attack  t  he  ventured  to  denounce  thi^ee 
^^^*     hundred  deputies,  as  confpirators  devoted  to  l^flbt 
^nd  his  coadjutors  $  but  this  attempt  failed  of  fac» 
teib.    He  foon  however  returned  to  the  chaise,  and 
pointedly  accufed  the  Briflbtines  of  being  accom- 
plices With  bumouriez  j  but  this  denunciation  had 

.  r  Life  of  OumourieZf  voL  iii*  p.  3S9. 404*    Laovet*i  Narrftthr^ 
p.  50. 
2  Ocbatet,  *  Briflbt  a  fes  Comniettaiit^  p*  51.  * 
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no  other  effeQ  than  to  create  a  confufion  fo  violetit 
that  the  prefident  was  obUged  to  put  on  his  hat. 
The  adverie  party  difplayed  an  unexpeded  courage 
and  unanimity ;  fwords  were  drawn  on  each  fide, 
and  thefe  foi'difant  Romans,  this  aflembly  of  philo- 
fophers,  thirftmg  for  blood  and  inflamed  with  mu* 
tual  hatred,  were  more  like  the  contending  gla- 
diators of  the  amphitheatre  than  the  philofophical 
difputants  of  the  portico.    The  prefident  fucceeded 
m  preventing  mutual  carnage,  and  thus  the  affair  ter« 
minated  for  the  prefent  \    In  the  evening  fitting,  Denomieti 
Gaudet,  by  way  of  revenge,  moved  for  a  decree  of  J^t.^*** 
accuiation  agalnft  Marat,  chiefly  on  the  ground  of 
his  having,  as  prefident  of  the  Jacobins,  figned  the 
addrefs  above  mentioned  ;   to  which  he  alleged  he 
had  put  his  name  merely  as  prefident,  without  Know- 
ing or  confidering  ihe  contents ;  but,  with  his  ac- 
cuftomed  audacity,  defended  and  juftlfied  them. 
After  a  debate  of  tw6»and-twenty  hours,  a  decree  of 
accuiation  was  pafled  againft  him  by  a  very  large 
majority,  and  ho  was  ordered  to  be  feht  to  the 
.^>baye.    This  tranfaftion  proves,  that  when  a£Uve 
tf  d  united,  the  Girondifts  could  ftilL  command  a 
majority  in  the  convention,  on  fome  occafions  at 
leaft;   but  their  weaknefs,  treachery,  jealoufy,  and 
timidiity  had  occafioned  them  to  lofe  fo  many  ad- 
vantages out  ctf  doors,  all  of  which  their  more  active 
opponents  had  fecuredt that  a  fingle  exertion  produced 
no  other  good  thtt  a  temporary  prolongation  of  a 
ftruggle,  the  event  of  which  might  eafily  be  forefeen. 
Marat  at  firft  declared  that  the  decree  againft  him 
was  only  obtained  to  excite  commotion,  and  that 
he  would  brave  the  fury  of  his  enemies ;  but  having  Efciip«* 


tkaapcd  fay  the  connivance  of  his  jailor  from  confine-  ^^^ 
ment)  he  again  repaired  to  his  vault,  where  he  re-   "*"•"*• 
mained  carefiilly  concealed,  though  he  continued  to 
write  aad  publifli  with  unabated  rancour  and  au« 

^  0clittc$.    Ntw  AniM»l  Rvgiftcr  for  1791^  p.  175. 
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dacity  ^«     He  had  little  to  fear  from  a  trial  before 
the  revolutionary   tribunal,    the  jurors   of  which 
were  all  appointed  by  himfelf,  an  exertion  of  power 
which  the  timid  right  fide  had  permitted  him  to 
ufurp,  after  a  jury  had  been  afcertained  by  ballot  ^m 
His  perfonal  timidity,  however,  was  fuch,  that  it  re- 
quired all  the  influence  of  Robefpierre,  who  had  de- 
fended him  in  the  convention,  to  induce  him  to 
come  forward,  and  ftand  his  trial  %  even  though 
Rouflillon,  one  of  the  jurors,  had  faid  to  his  friends 
l^artiality    ^^  ^he   Cordeliers  club ;    **  Fear  nothing  for  hig 
of  tbe        "  life.     They,  talk  of  arrefting  him ;  I  invite  you 
jury.         4i  (Q  {^5^5  o^Q  gj.{t  jnan  who  darcs  lay  his  facrilegious 

"  h^ds  onthe  friend  ^f  the  people^.** 
asd  Apr.        At  length,  having  himfelf  fixed  a  day  for  his 
Suirendert  trial,  Marat,  the  day  before,  furrendered  himfelf  to 
'"*  ^  *     the  keeper  of  the  Conciergerie.     He  was  attended  td 
the  tribunal  by  a  great  concourfe  of  his  adherents, 
and  appeared  rather  as  a  judge  than  a  criminah 
«4th.      On  entering  the  hall,  he  thus  addreffeithe  bench  : 
His  ac-      u  Citizens ;  you  do  not  fee  before  you  a  culprit,  but 
^uma  •      ^^  ^^  apoftle  and  martyr  of  liberty  ;  the  decree  of 
^^  accufation  againft  me  has  been^  obtained  by  a 
*'  group  of  faftious  intriguers/*  ^  This  infult  on  the 
legiflature  was  received  with  general  applaufe.     His 
interrogatory  was  flight,  and  his  anfwers  heard  by 
the  enraptured  mob  with  all  the  r^fped  and  ap-- 
31ft  May.  plaufe  due  to  oracles.    His  acquittal  was  pronounced 
without  heflitation,  and  the  hall  refounded  with  ap^ 
plaufes.  Marat,  ft anding  on  a  table,  faid,  "  Citizens  ^ 
^^  judges,  and  jurors,  the  fate  of  traitors  againft  the 
"  nation  is  in  your  hands.:  proteft  the  innocent^ 
^^  punifh    the   guilty,    and    the  country  wiU  be. 
«  faved.*' 

<  Crimes  de  Marat^  p.  13. 

*  Louvci*s  Narrative,  p.  41  # 

•  Etat  de  la  France,  par  Montgaillard^  p.  ij.  iS6*     Crimes  d« 

Marat,  P*  1 5* 
'  JBriObt  a  feo  CommetUnfy  p.  45*  n* 
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.    A  Itt^crous  fcGQe  and  grotefque  proceifion  fuc*  He  it  car^ 
Cceded.     The  mob,  intoxicated  with  joy  and  en-[|?^^j" 
thufiafm,  ruihed  towards  Marat,  and  covering  his  "*""^  * 
brow  with  crowns  and  branches  of  oak  which  they 
had  already  prepared,  carried  him  to  the  grand  ftair« 
cafe  of  the  Palais  ^  where  an  orator  commanded  the 
audience  to  pay  homage  to  the  fiiend  of  the  pe<7ple 
fo  unjaftly  accufed.     The  air  was  rent  with  cries  of 
Vive  Marat  /  vive  Fanu  du  peuple !   and  the  pro« 
ceflion  moved  towards  the  hail  of  the  convention, 
forcing  every  one  they  met  to  pnll  of  their  hats,  and 
join  in  the  cry  of  Vive  Marat !    The  objeA  of  thefe* 
acclamations,  a  little,  deformed,  creature,  meanly 
drefled,  fat  in  ridiculous  flate,  almoil  hid  with  civic 
crowns;  and  oak  boughs,  aSefting '  with  burlefque 
gravity  a  triumphant  air,  and  repaying  the  popular 
laoaticifin  with  nods,  fmiles,  and  looks  of  pro^ 
tedion. 

Thus  efcorted,  he  entered  the  hall  of  the  conven<(  Addreft  to 
tiott,  having  firft  modeftly  taken  oflf  his  civic  crowns,  ****  ^"" 
which  be  carried  in  his  hand.  He  afcended  the 
tribune  and  laid :  '*  Legiflators  of  the  French  nation : 
^  I  prefent  to  you,  at  this  monhent,  a  citizen  who 
^  has  been  inculpated,  but  b  now  completely  juf- 
<<  tified ;  h^  offers  you  an  upright  heart  \  he  will 
^  coxitinue  to  defend,  with  all  the  energy  he  pof** 
^  feflfes,  the  rights  of  man,  liberty,  and  the  privi'* 
"  l^esofthepeople«''  This  harangue  was  reteived 
with  unbounded  applaufe  by  the  mob.  Marat  waa 
about  to  quit  the  tdbune,  but  the  people  required 
Um  to  ftaty  till  the  prefident  fliould  have  anfwered 
his  addrefs.  The  prefident  faid :  '^  It  is  not  cu& 
'*  tomary  ta  anfwer  the  addreffes  of  ckizens,  unlefs 
^  they  prefent  petitions,  now  Marat  certainly  does 
^  not  appear  as  a  pedtioner.''  Danton,  however, 
proclaimed  this  one  of  the  beautiful  days  of  the  French 
revolution.  Qffelin  moved  th)ait  the  judgment  of  the 
revolutionary  tribunal  (hould  be  inferted  in  the 
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bulletin.     The  convendon^  K\ory*^g  in  Its  ioRgm 
nificance,  applauded  and  contented'* 
sift  Max*      It  now  became  obvious,  that  one  party  intrft 
of  the^^"  triumph  by  the  deftruAion  of  the  other,    many 
Briflb-      tumultuous  debates,  and  even  manual  ikirmifhes 
tines.       took  place  in  the  interval  between  the  time  of  Marat's 
refuming  his  feat  and  the  3 1  ft  of  May,  a  day  which 
decided  the  conteft,  and  which,  by  his  influence  in 
the  clubs  and  in  the  central  committees,  be  greatly 
forwarded ;  and  it  muft  be  obferved,  that,  of  his 
own  authority,  he  made  feveral  alterations  in  the 
'lift  of  perfons  profcribed,  ftriking  out  fome,  and  in* 
ferting  others,  without  confulting  the  petitioners  or 
the  convention  *. 
Marat's        This  triumph  over  the  Brifibtines,  confirmed  by 
»rrogince.  ^^  fubfequent  arreftation  of  feventy  members  at- 
tached to  the  iame  party,  rendered  the  afcendancy 
of  the  Mountain  uncontrollable.     Marat  was  treated 
with  more  honour  and  refpedt  than  any  individual 
iince  the  revolution,  and  exerted  a  fway  in  the  con- 
vention and  the  clubs  more  abfolute  than  was  ever 
before  known  in  bodies  ftvled  deliberative.      In 
iaft,  they  fubmitted  to  all  his  whims  and  caprices,, 
and  feemed  to  derive  to  themfelves  honor  £rom  their 
3d  Jooe.    fubmifiion.    The  day  after  the  arreft  of  the  adverfe 
deputies,  he  announced  a  refolution  not  to  deliver 
any  opinion  in  the  aifembly  till  they  fliould  have  been 
S7th  Jane,  brought  to  trial,  but  as  that  could  not  be  inmne- 
diately  done,  he  foon  retraced  the  determination  \ 
His  extravagances  were  more  bearable  from  the 
obvious  certainty  that  the  wretch  was  haftening  to 
His  ill      his  grave,  and  that  nothing  could  fave  him*    His 
^^***»     conlutution  had  never  been  good^  and  at 


t  CHmes  de  Marat,  p.  17.  Briflbt  a  fes  Commettaiit,  p.  45. 
Louvef  s  Namtive»  p.  43,    Psg^t,  ▼•  ii.  p.  74* 

k  Louvet*s  Namtifei  p.  44.  Impftrual  HiAory,  ?ol«  ii.  p.  30a. 
Pagct»  Tol.  ii.  p.  So. 
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lie  vr^  eat  up  ^th  a  leprous  complaint;  which 
addhg  its  ravages  to  his  natural  deformity,  and 
habitual  filthinefe,  rendered  him  an  objed  truly  dif- 
guftiog  to  look  at,  and  fometimes  obliged  him  to  a 
retirement  from  bufinefs,  during  which  he  ufed  the 
hath,  and  other  medical  prefcriptions.  On  the 
ijmptoms  which  attended  his  diforder  a  fufpicion 
has  been  founded,  that  a  flow  poiTon  had  been  ad- 
ffliniftered  to  him  by  Robefpierre :  it  is  even  averred 
diat  he  was  confcious  of  the  treachery  of  his  col« 
league,  who  thus  attempted  to  cut  him  oflf  at  the 
height  of  his  popularity,  that  he,  fucceeding  him  in 
the  public  opinion,  might  make  ufe  of  it  to  further 
bis  proje&s  of  vengeance  and  ambition^.  I  do  not, 
however,  confider  this  fuggeftion  well-founded,  but 
rather  one  of  thofe  calumnies  which  the  refentment 
of  all  parties  has  been  willing  to  add  to  the  real 
crimes  of  Robefpierre. 

His  days  were  not  terminated  by  difeafe  or  poifon ;  ^*^^  Juljr 
the  man  of  blood  ended  his  life  in  blood.  During  jii^  ^^t^, 
one  of  the  recefles  from  public  aSidrs  to  which 
difeafe  compelled  him,  a  young  woman  called  at  his 
lodging  on  fome  pretended  bufinefs.  She  was  ad« 
mitted  juft  as  he  was  coming  out  of  the  bath.  After 
fome  previous  converfation  fhe  introduced  the  fub* 
jed  of  the  profcribed  deputies,  and  is  laid  to  have 
pleaded  for  mercy.  Marat,  with  his  accuflomed 
ferocity,  anfwered  that  all  the  promoters  of  infur- 
redion  in  the  departments  were  doomed  to  death. 
"  Then  you  fliall  precede  them,^'  fhe  exclaimed, 
and  drawing^  a  knife  ftabbed  him  in  the  bread  ;  he 
fiaggered,  tell,  and  exphred'. 

The 

^  Etat  de  la  France,  par  Montgaillan1»  p.  13.  66. 

'  Mark  AmtePiatin  CHARLOTTE  CORD^'or  CORDAY»  tbe  WOfMn 
vbo  performed  ihif  remarkable  ai&flinationy  waa  a  native  of  SainC 
Satomin  det  Liencrett.  She  was  the  daughter  of  a  gentleman  ia 
eafj  ctrcuniftancea«  and  had  inflimed  her  mind  'by  ftudy  and  mcdi«  ^ 

wioo  to  the  commiflloo  of  an  a^t,  which  ihe  thought  would  be  bene* 
ficial  io  her  countrj.    But  her  a Aion  cannot  be  Alcribcd  to  patriotifm' 
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Confe-         The  death  of  Marat  was  of  great  fervice  to  hh 

g!**"^*®^ party,  and  the  period  at  which  it  took  place  fingu* 

^  ^^ '  lai-ly  fortunate;  it  afforded  the  chiefs  of  his  £i£&» 
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ftton9 ;  it  h  not  improbable  that  (he  wat  influenced  by  love  for  Bar^ 
haroox,  whom  file  had  long  known,  and  whofe  life  ihe  ima^fied  to 
be  at  Marat^t  difpofal.  While  the  profcribed  deputies  were  at  Caciig 
ihe  freauently  came,  attended  by  a  fervant,  to  the  tovn^halU  and 
inqutred  for  Barbaroux»  to  whom  ihe  pretended  feme  bufmefa,  but 
always  converied  with  him  in  prefence  of  her  domeftic.  She  wat  ap« 
prchended  immediately  on  the  perpetration  of  her  extraordi^tary  at* 
tempt,  and  fent  iirft  to  the  Abbaye,  and  afterwards  to  the  Concier- 
gerie.  She  wat  put  on  her  trial  the  tyih,  and  arowed  the  fa6(  and  nil 
tiie  circumftancety  alled^ing  at  a  jufttfication,  that  (he  con fidei^ed  Marat 
n  criminal  already  convifted  by  the  public  opinion,  and  that  (he  bad 
a  right  to  put  him  to  death.  She  added,  that  (he  did  not  expeft  to 
have  been  brought  before  the  revolutionary  tribunal^  but  to  have  been 
delivered  up  to  the  rage  of  the  populace,  torn  to  piecet,  and  that  her 
head  fixed  on  a  pike  would  have  been  borne  before  Marat  on  hit  ftato 
bed  and  ferve  at  a  rallying  point  to  Frenchmen,  if  any  ftill  exiflcd 
worihy  of  that  name.  Her  anfwert  to  the  various  interrogatories  were 
brief,  pointed,  diftinguiihed  by  goo<l  fenfe,  and  fometimes  by  wit* 
Hrr  advocate,  precluded  by  her  confe(Bon  from  making  any  defence  aa 
to  the  fads,  delivered  a  fpeech  in  herfavour,  in  which  he  infifted^  that 
her  unrufHed  calmnefs  and  fupernatural  fclf-denial  muft  be  occa* 
fioned  only  by  that  fermentation  of  political  fanatici(in,  which  alio 
^rmed  her  hand  with  the  dagger,  and  that  it  was  for  them  to  con(ider 
what  weight  that  moral  confideration  (hould  have  in  the  fcalc  of 
juftice.  She  was  found  guilty,  and  executed  the  fame  day.  When 
ientence  was  pronounced  on  her  (he  thanked  her  counfel  for  the  man* 
ner  in  which  he  had  pleaded  her  caufe,  which  (he  Aid  wat  delicate 
and  generous.  She  defired  a  friend  to  pay  the  debts  (he  had  contra^ed 
while  in  prifon,  and  requeued  of  the  judget^  that  three  letters  which 
(he  bad  in  her  hand,  two  to  Barbaroux,  and  one  to  her  father,  might 
be  delivered.  In  her  way  to  the  place  of  execution,  (he  difpUyed  a 
firmnefa  and  tranquillity  which  charmed  many  of  the  fpeCUtort,  and 
even  awed  into  (ilence  thofe  perfont  called  revolutionary  women,  or 
fnries  of  the  guillotine,  who  in  general  purfued  the  vi^im  to  death 
with  execrations  and  reproaches.  She  fubmittcd  to  her  fate  with  the 
lame  compofure  which  marked  her  preceding  conduft.  She  is  defcribed 
by  Louvet,  who  faw  her  at  Caen,  to  have  been  Aout,  well  made,  with 
an  open  air,  and  modeft  behaviour  |  her  face  that  of  a  fine,  and  pretty 
woman  combined.  The  circumftancet  which  attended  this  exiiaoi^' 
dinary  a£>ion,  the  privacy  with  which  it  was  concerted,  the  refoUitioa 
with  which  it  was  executed,  the  opennefs  of  confeCEon,  the  coniempt 
cf  pun}(hmcm,  and,  above  all,  the  execiable  chancer  of  the  wretch 
who  was  the  objei\  of  it,  hava  uken  oflTfo  much  of  the  horror  gene* 
rally  felt  at  an  ail  of  aiTaffination,  that  the  name  of  Charlotte  Corday 
is  generally  pronounced  with  refpe£l  and  a  great  degree  of  admiration. 
Her  Letters  (or  rather  her  Letter  and  Contintlation)  to  JBarbarouXf 
|u%  given  in  the  Appendix,  No.  V. 
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a  Freih  topic  of  declamation  againft  the  fugitives, 
,  to  whom,  with  fome  appearance  of  probability,  they 
attributed  the  formation  of  the  plot;  it  enabled 
them  to  accelerate  the  trial  of  thofe  who  were  in 
their  hands,  and  to  involve  many  innocent  perfons 
iti  pretended  confpiracies  *";  and  it  delivered  them 
from  a  malignant  wretch,  no  longer  ufeful  to  their 
defigns. 

The  day  after  Marat's  death,  the  whole  city  of  Proceed- 
Paris  was  in  extreme  agitation.  Before  the  con-  '"«» »« »^ 
vention  had  commenced  its  fittings,  the  door  of  the  tion. 
hall  was  befieged  by  petitioners,  who  came  from  the 
ieftions  to  deplore  the  friend  of  the  people^  and  in- 
voke vengeance  on  his  aflfaflins.  One  of  the  peti- 
tioners exprefled  himfelf  in  thefe  words  :  '^  Repre- 
^  fentatives,  the  paiTage  from  life  to  death  is  but  a 
•*  moment-^Marat  is  no  more  1  O  crime !  the  hand 
of  a  parricide  has  fnatched  from  us  the  moft 
intrejMd  defender  of  the  people— Marat  is  no 
more!  he  conftantly  facrificed  himfelf  to  the 
public  liberty,  and  that  was  his  offence — Our 
eyes  ftill  feek  him  in  the  midft  of  you — O  difmal 
light!  he  is  on  the  bed  of  death — Where  art 
thou,  David?  Thou  didft  preferve  for  pofterity 
the  image  of  Lepelletier  dying  for  his  country ; 
thou  haft  now  another  fubjedl  to  employ  thy 
pencil.  And  you,  legiflators,  decree  a  law 
founded  on  the  circumftance ;  the  moft  horrible 
torments  are  infufficient  to  avenge  the  nation  for 
**  fo  enormous  a  crime ;  annihilate  for  ever  both  . 
^  villany  and  crimes ;  inftruift  hireling  affailins  in  the 
*^  value  of  life,  and,  inftead  of  cutting  them  off  in  a 
*«  moment,  let  the  dread  of  torture  difarm  thofe 
**  parricides  who  threaten  the  lives  of  the  people's 
**  reprefentatives." — No  decree  followed  this  fan- 
guinary  petition.  The .  attention  of  the '  legiilature 
was  immediately  engaged  by  Chabot,  who  related 

"  See  Appd  a  rioipartial  Pofterit6|  ?ol.  ii.*  p.  ?«• 

2  4  the 


€€ 


<C 


talUce. 


jtf  MARAT. 

the  circmnftances  of  Marat^s  death,  and  nHoved  fw 
a  decree  of  accufatioiv  againft  Dupenet  and  Fauchet 
as  accomplices  with  Charlotte  Corday^  which  being 
reinforced  by  the  arguments  of  Couthon,  was 
granted ". 

Mam  iie«  The  death  of  Marat  was  hardly  announced,  when 
his  partizans  ftudied  how  to  xnake  his  funeral  as 
grand  and  interefting  as  poiGble.  His  houfe  not 
being  large  enough  to  gratify  the  immenfe  concourfe 
of  people  whom  curiofuy  had  attracted,  it  was  re- 
vived to  embalm  his  body,  and  depofit  it  in  the 
church  des  Cordeliers.  The  whole  building  was 
adorned  with  national  colours.  In  the  middle  of 
the  nave  was  an  elevated  ftate«bed,  furrounded  with 
cyprefs,  and  bearing  this  infcription ;  ^^  Marat, 
the  friend  of  the  people j  affaffinaied  by  the  enenue§ 
of  the  people :  foes  to  the  country^  moderate  your 
joyy  he  will  find  avengers.**  The  croud  wha 
attended  to  contemplate  his  features,  were  however 
difitppointed;  he  was  intirely  disfigured^  and  his 
corple  was  abfolutely  difgufting. 

Hit  fufie.  His  funeral  ceremony,  which  was  performed  by 
torch-light,  was  grand  and  folemn*  Mournful  muiie 
was  heard  at  intervals,  forming  an  accompaniment 
to  fongs  of  woe,  written  for  the  occafiop.  AH  elfe 
was  filence,  fave  the  fpeeches  made  at  ftated  intervals 
by  orators,  who  came  to  pay  the  laft  tribute  of  rt* 
fped  to  the  friend  of  the  people,  and  the  occafional* 
murmurs  of  the  mob,  exprefling  regret  at  the  lofs 
of  their  friend.  The  convention  and  the  conftituted 
authorities  attended  in  coftume,  and  the  body  was 
efcorted  by  a  large  detachment  of  the  national  guard. 
Numerous  groups  of  women,  young  girls,  and 
children,  were  placed  at  proper  difbnces,  to  ad 
th?  part  of  ezcef&ve  grief,  and  nothing  was  omitted 
which  could  convey  the  appearance  of  woe  and 
regret. 

*  JOcUtn,    Cfimcs  de  Marit*  p.  4). 
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The  body  was  depofited  in  the  church-yard  of  the 
Cordeliers.  The  eve  of  the  ceremony,  a  deputatioa 
of  the  club  of  Cordeliers  attended  at  the  muni* 
cipality  to  demand  leave  to  prefent  a  petition  t6 
the  convention,  in  order  to  obtain  for  Marat  the 
honours  of  the  Pantheon:  but  Chaumette^^rACJir^crr 
de  la  commune  J  though  himfelf  a  Cordelier,  oppofed 
this  propofition.  He  exclaimed,  ^'  Let  fi-dtwmt 
^*  nobles  repofe  in  thofe  fuperb  temples ;  leave  to 
^^  them  their  fumptuous  pantheons :  to  /am^cutoitei 
the  temple  of  Naturje  belongs.  I  move  that  a 
ftone,  a  rough  ftone,  be  placed  on  the  tomb  of 
Marat,  with  this  fingle  infcription ;  Here  rejis  the 
friend  of  bis  country^  ujfajjinated  by  ibe  enemies  ef 
-  his  country.*^  This  plan  was  adopted,  and  the 
fimeral  ceremony  concluded  with  a  grand  and  affe£U 
ing  piece  of  mufic  in  honor  of  the  deceafed. 

The  Cordeliers,  afterwards,  thought  proper  to  istii  joTf. 
honour  the  heart  of  Marat  with  a  feparate  ceremony.  ^'*j^J^ 
They  fought,  in  the  garde  meuble  de  la  Couronnei  td. 
for  the  mod  precious  and  exquifitely  ornamented 
urn,  in  which  they  depofited  the  heart  of  Marat* 
The  day  |»'eceding  this  ceremony,  a  member  of  the 
club  read  ^an  oration  which  he  had  prepared.     It 
hjid  for  a  motto,  O  Cor  Je/us  /  0  Cor  Marat !  and 
began  thus — ^^  Heart  of  Jefus !  Heart  of  Marat !  ye 
^^  are  equally  intitled  to  our  homage."    The  orator 
proceeded  to  compare  ^e  life  of  our  ]Neired  Saviour 
with  that  of  the  friend  of  the  people.     Marat's 
apoftles  were   the  Jacobins   and  Cordeliers;    the 
Publicans,  the  Ihop-keepers ;  and  the  Pharifees,  the 
aiiftocrats.      ^'  Jefus  was    a    prophet,"    laid  the 
orator;  ^^  Marat  is  a  deity.'^     Continuing  his  eulogy, 
be  compared  Marat's  concubine  to  the  Virgin  Mary; 
die  one  concealed  the  infant  Jefus  in  Egypt,  tne 
other  laved  the  friend  of  the  people  from  the  (word 
of  la  Fayette  \    This  difcourfe  was  received  with 

confiderable 

*  T  confcfa  tfist  I  fetl  toofid«nt>le  rqiagnanee  in  pttblilhing  th«(b 
ternbUhia%lKiBiii}  but  thedifpUf  of  nt&ttl  degrMittoDy  and  ex^ 
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confidetable  applaufe;  but  a  member  of  the  club 
found  caufe  for  cenfure.  *•  We  mull  hear  no  more 
**  of  this  Jefus,"  he  faid,  **  it  is  all  nonfenfe ;  rc- 
^'  publicans  own  no  God  but  Philofophy  and  Li- 
^*  berty."  The  fpeech  was  not  fpoken,  but  the 
ceremony  took  place.  The  urn  containing  the  heart 
was  hung  up  with  great  pomp  in  the  dome  of  the 
hall  of  the  Cordeliers.  Robefpierre,  and  the  prin« 
cipal  members  of  the  Mountain  attended,  the 
•whole  audience  were  decorated  with  red  caps, 
and  every  ad  denoted  extravagance  and  enthuiiafm  ^. 
Forty-eight  fealls  were  given  in  honor  of 
3  5tiiNoT.  him^  It  was  decreed  that  the  bud  of  Mirabeau 
2|j**j|^^g[  fliould  be  moved  from  the  Pantheon  to  make 
*  room  for  his  ',  and  images  of  him  were  diftributed 
all  over  France  *•  One  of  the  fedions  of  Paris 
aiTumed  his  name ;  which  was  alfo  given  to  Havre 
de  Grace,  to  Port  Dauphin  in  Madagafcar,  and  to 
the  iile  of  Bouen.  ^  His  name  was  alfo  applied  to 
one  of  the  companies  of  the  revolutionary  army,  to 
a  ihip  of  the  line,  and  aiTumed  by  many  individuals 
in  revolutionary  committees  in  various  parts  of  the 
country  ^  David  made  a  pidure  on  the  fubjed  of 
his  death,  and  in  pronouncing  his  eulogium,  men- 
tioned his  acquaintance  with  Marat  as  a  confolation 
for  having  come  into  the  world  too  late  to  be  per- 
fonally  known  to  Cato,  Ariftides,  Socrates,  and 
Rohe.  niany  other  illuftrious  ancients  ". 
fi>if  rre  fuf.  Though  thefe  teftimonies  of  refped  were  fanftioned 
ptfted.      and  promoted  by  Robefpierrej  though  he  placed 

(elTiire  vbAirdiry,  is  not  without  its  ufe.  It  ferves  to  fhew  how  eafily 
the  meaneft  of  mankind  can  attain  a  degree  of  impiety  Co  abandoned 
as  to  wreft  the  laurel  from  the  whole  race  of  modern  free-thinkers  j 
and  it  dcmonftraies  the  juflice  of  reftraining  attacks  on  the  rcripture, 
which  would  elfe  be  equally  degraded  by  the  ferocity  of  athcifin^  and 
the  folly  of  fanaticifm. 

P  Crimea  de  Marat,  p.  83.  ct  ieq. 
^  9  Etat  de  la  France,  par  Montgaillard^  p.  70* 

'  Fag^Sy  vol.i.  p.  388.     Journals. 

•  Etat  de  la  France,  p.  70. 

^  Pages,  vol.  ii.  p.  60.    Etat  de  la  France,  p.  78.    Tench's  Con%^ 
fpondence,  &c.  &c. 

■  Mifs  Williams's  Letters  \n  17949  ▼oK  11.  p.  74* 
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die  baft  of  Marat  on  the  altar  of  the  Supreme  Bting  '; 
yet  be  has  not  efcaped  the  fufpicion  of  having  been  the 
enemy  of  his  fame,  and  the  improbable  accufation 
of  having  procured  Charlotte  Corday  to  accelerate 
Jus  death '^.  After  the  fall  of  Robefpierre,  the 
Jacobins  fuggefted  that  jealoufy  had  prevented  the 
canonization  of  Marat ;  and  there  was  not  fenfe  of 
virtue  in  the  convention  fufficient  to  prevent  the 
difgnceful  ceremony.  It  was  the  cuftom  to  intro- 
duce a  buft  of  him  on  ^  the  theatre  to  receive  the 
applaufes  of  the  patriotic  fpedators.  But  at  length  Mantfalli 
an  end  was  put  to  thefe  abfurdities  ;  the  name  of  >'^<«  con- 
the  fedion  was  changed,  his  buft  was  kicked  out  of  ^"^f^ 
the  Pantheon,  and  by  the  dectee  againft  premature 
apotheofeSy  forbid  to  be  exhibited  on  the  theatre : 
the  eulogium  of  David  Is  only  remembered  with 
contempti  and  the  fubje£t  of  it  is  no  longer  con- 
templated but  the  horror  due  to  his  crimes  '• 

Marat  was  in  perfon  very  diminutive ;  his  head  Defcnp- 
difproportionately  large ;  his  complexion  livid  and  ^•<*"  ^f  bit 
cadaverous,  and  his  countenance  Angularly  ex-  £i[nneril!!** 
preffive  of  his  malignant  and  fanguinary  difpofition. 
Dr.  Moore  fays,  that  "  to  a  painter  of  malfacres  it 
•*  would  be  ineftimable."  In  his  drefs,  he  affefted 
Id  fet  the  ton  in  point  of  dirt  and  fhabbinefs ;  Chabot 
was  his  rival  in  this  particular,  and  the  club  of  Cor- 
deliers their  humble  imitators.  In  his  own  houfe 
he  is  defcribed  to  have  been  feen  in  the  following 
atdre :  ^^  He  had  on  boots,  without  ftockings,  an 
•*  old  pair  of  leather  breeches,  and  a  white  (ilk 
waiftcoat.  His  dirty  ihirt,  open  at  the  bofom, 
exhibited  his  ikin  of  yellow  hue ;  long  dirty  nails 
^  marked  his  fingers*  ends,  and  his  frightful  vifage 
*^  was  perfedUy  in  unifon  with  this  ftrange  drefs  \** 

When 

X  Suite  dc  TEtat  dela  France,  p.  36.  f  Id^an,  p,  71. 

*  Sec  Mift  Milliams^t  Letters  in  1794,  Tol.  iv.  p.  9. 

•  Kolan<i*»  Appeal,  vol.  i.  p.  171.     The  defcription  of  hit  perfon, 
dreia,  maancrt,  and  pecaliarttiei^  it  principally  uken  from  the  frag. 
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When  he  vent  abroad,  he  wore  a  large  round  hit 
flouched  over  his  eyes,  fo  as  to  hide  a  great  part  of 
his  face*  He  was  chara&erifed,  next  to  his  ferocity 
and  envy,  by  a  perfev^rance  which  did  not  permit 
him  to  fee  or  acknowledge  any  difficulties  in  the 
way  which  led  to  the  exception  of  his  favourite 
yxojtQi ;  his  vanity,  which  made  him  confider  him- 
fell  ali-fufficient,  flrengthened  this  difpofition ;  and 
the  general  exaggeration  of  his  ideas,  in  all  matters 
relating  to  himfelf  or  others,  made  him  adopt  modes 
of  action  which  no  perfon  but  himfelf  would  have 
devifed,  and  to  which  no  times  but  thofe  in  which 
he  lived  could  have  eiven  effed:*  As  a  philofopher^ 
he  toiled  inceflantly  m  the  repetition  of  philofophical 
experiments,  in  hopes  to  enjoy  the  pleafure  of 
humbling  the  academy  of  fciences,  and  of  over* 
turning  the  fyflems  of^  Newton,  or  the  opinions  of 
Helvetius.  As  ^  an  orator,  he  wantea  every  advan* 
tage ;  he  exprefied  himfelf  with  difficulty,  his  ideas 
were  confufed,  his  voice  hollow  and  croaking,  hi» 
words  and  geflures  abrupt  and  unconneded;  yet 
he  exhibited  himfelf  in  every  tribune,  and,  in  fpite  of 
contempt  and  derifion,  would  be  heard  :  he  affeded  at 
folemnity  in  his  addrefs,  and  ufed  to  hold  his  head 
as  high  as  poffible,  to  acquire  an  air  of  dignity; 
callous  to  every  appearance  of  diflike  or  difguft,  ne 
never  for  a  moment  loft  the  confident  look  of  felf- 
approbation,  but  retorted  on  his  diflatisfied  hearers 
looks  and  expreffions  of  menace  and  contempt.  His 
temper  was  fudden  and  violent ;  in  converfation  he 
^ould  not  bear  the  leaft  contradiftion,  but  flew 
put  inftantaneoufly  into  the  moft  paffionate  ex* 
clamaticn  and  rancorous  abufe.  The  extravagant 
wildnefs  of  his  ideas  will  appear  as  well  from  a 
^6t  related  by  Briffot,  as  from  the  continual  con- 
iifcations  and  murders  he  afterwards  recommended : 

SY«nt  of  Bi tflbt  before  alluded  to  $  f^om  the  Conjanitioii  de  d'Orletfit, 
▼pi.  ti.  p.  153*  Dr«  Moore* i(  Journal,  vol,  i.  p.  155.  vol.  ii,  p.  165. 
397*1  ^J^^in  KolanU*s  A]>pc:a]  1  apd  from  Garat^«  Men)oirt»  p.  8S. 
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In  order  to  be  cured  of  the  cholic,  he  n^s  defiroas 

to  have  his  belly  opened,  but  could  not  find  a  fur- 

geon  who  would  undertake   the  operation.      His 

paiEon  for  praife,  or  rather  for  publicity,  was  raft 

and  faidifcriminate ;  provided  his  name  filled  every 

mouth,  he  was  indifferent  whether  it  was  repeated 

vitb  applaufes  or  execrations ;  and  was  jealous  even 

of  his  aiTociates,  if  they  affeded  to  lurpais  him  ia 

wickednefs.     Marat  was  not  brave,  though  he  was 

iraTdble  and  audacious.     During  the  old  govern* 

ment,  he  was  afraid  of  the  Baftille ;   and  in  the 

courfe  of  the  new,  under  continual  apprehenfion  of 

perfonal  danger  and  impriibnment.     Love  of  feme 

was  the  difeafe  of  his  mind ;  avarice  had  no  place  in 

it.    At  his  death  he  was  pofTefled  of  no  more  than 

one  affignat  of  twenty-five  fols  (ix.  old.) ;  madame 

Roland  however  combats,  this  fad  by  a  ftatement 

of  the  elegance  of  his  apartments,  one  of  which  ihd 

defcribes  as  fumiihed  with  blue  and  white  damafl^ 

and*  decorated  with  filk  curtains,  ekgantly  drawn 

up  in  feftoons,  a  fplendid  chandelier,  fuperb  Chinm 

vafes,  filled  with  natural  flowers,  then  fcarce,  and 

of  a  high  price  ^    The  aiTertion  of  the  Briflbtine 

writers,  that  he  was  in  the  pay  of  the  combined 

powers  ^,  is  unfounded.    It  may  be  regarded  as  a 

retaliation  for  the  accufation  c^  venality  with  which 

Aej  were  charged  by  his  partifans}   for  Marat^ 

unfolidtous  about  money,  too  vain  to  think  that 

an  adequate  price  could  be  fet  on  his  fervices,  and  ^ 

2ak  utter  ftranger  to  the  di£tates  of  gratitude,  was 

not  to  be  purchafed;  nor  would   the  attempt  be 

made  by  any  perfons  whofe  fagacity  was  fuperior  to, 

or  whofe  fituation  was  not  Ho  defperate  as  that  of 

die  deluded  and  abandoned  Orleaxv* 

^  RoUmd^t  Appeal,  vol,  i.  p.  t7t. 

*  Sec  Loiifct*t  NaiSAtiTc*  p«^5*  }0.  S9*  4S«  $%• 
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MONG  the  manifold  charaflers  whom  the  French 
revolution  has  expofed  to  obfervation,  no  one 
has  excited  greater  intereft  or  occafioned  more  fpe* 
culation  than  Mirabeau.  Diftinguifhed  from  his 
coadjutors  by  the  extent  of  his  talents,  the  rapidity 
and  vigour  of  his  eloquence,  and  flill  more  by  that 
imperious  energy  of  dedfion,  which  is  the  true  cha* 
ra^eriftlc  of  genius  and  keeps  all  competitors  at  a  dif-^ 
•  tance ;  his  revolutionary  career,  though  fhort,  is 
brilliant,  and  his  abilities  have  fecured  to  him  tthat 
renown  which  his  virtues  could  not  have  claimed.. 
Although  the  vices  of  Mirabeau,.  his  treachery, 
profligacy,  and  venality,  entitle  him  to  the  fevered 
cenfure,  fuch  is  the  privilege  of  extraordinary  en* 
dowments,  that  be  is  in  general  contemplated,  not 
only  without  horror,  but  with  a  degree  of  com- 
placency ;  and  the  French  revolution  has  produced 
fo  many  other  public  chara&ers  who,  exceeding 
him  in  every  evil  quality,  poflefled  none  of  his 
claims  to  admiration,  that  if  he  is  not  purified,  he 
is  at  leaft  dignified  by  the  comparifon. 
Family  of  The  anceftors  of  Mirabeau  were  emigrants  front 
Mirabtau.  j^giy,  jn  the  year  1268,  Gerard  Arnghetti,  and 
Azzuccio  his  fon,  were  baniflied  from  Florence  for 
their  adherence  to  the  Ghibelline  party.  They  took 
refuge  in  France,  and  eftablifhed  themfelves  act 
Seyne  in  Provence,  where  a  gl^andfon  of  Gerard 
Arnghetti  founded  an  hofpital  dedicated  to  the 
Holy  Ghoft*  The  Italian  Arrighetti  was  in  time 
14  .    foftened 
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fofteoed  to  ^  the  French  appellative  Riquetti ;  and  a 
widow  of  the  ancient  and  noble  family  of  Barras 
having,  by  a  fecond  marriage,  alienated  the  eftate 
ia  Provence  known  by  the  name  of  Mirabeau,  it 
was  purchafed  by  Jean  de  Riquety,  and  eredted  into 
a  marquifate  by  letters  patent  in  July  1685  j  from 
which  period  the  family  of  Riquety,  or  Riquetti  de 
Mirabeau,  became  ennobled  ^* 

Gabriel-Honore  Riquetti  de  Mirabeau  was  bom  ^tii  Mmh 
at  Egreville  *.  His  father  was  a  leader  of  the  fed  -JJ*^* 
of  Economifts,  and  enjoyed  a  confiderable  reputa« 
tion  as  author  of  a  work  intitled  PAmi  des  Homnies^ 
and  feverai  other  pieces.  The  education  of  the 
young  count  was  carefully  attended  to,  but  he  is  laid 
to  have  made  fo  little  progrefs  as  by  no  means  to 
prepare  the  minds  of  his  acquaintance  -  for  the  bril- 
liant exertions  by  which  he  was  afterwards  diflin- 
guiihed.  An  anecdote  which  is  recorded .  of  hint 
feems  however  to  prove,  that  this  apparent  indo- 
dlity  was  in  fa£l  nothing  but  a  contempt  for  the 
routine  of  ftudy  deiignated  by  his  tutors :  a  more 
difcerning  mafter  put  into  his  hands,  at  the  age  of 
feurteen.  Lockers  Eilay  on  the  Human  Underftand- 
iog,  which  foon  occupied  his  entire  attention;  on 
roding  the  firft  chapter  of  the  .fecond  book,  he 
Seemed  abforbed  in  profound  meditation ;  at  length 
fiarting  from  his  reverie  he  exclaimed,  *^  This  ig 
*^  the  book  I  wanted,"  He  (tudied  the  work  with 
much  attention,  and  feme  years  afterwards  meeting 
his  tutor  in  a  public  walk,  aiFedionately  accofted 
him,  faying,  ^^  I  fhall  never  forget  that  you  made 
'^  me  acquainted  with  Locke  ^'' 

'  Didionnaire  dt  la  NobleflTd,  par  M.  de  la  Chenaye  Dciboii,  art.  • 
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*  Anecdotes  du  Kegne  de  Louis  XVI.  vol.vi.  p»  sSa.  The  au* 
thor  of  a  pampbler«  intitled  *'  Vie  Pubiique  et  Priv^e  de  MirHbeau,** 
fays  be  was  born  at  Paris.  As  that  author  is  mi  (in  formed,  in  many 
particulars,  and  feems  to  have  entertained  great  prejudices  againft 
Minbcau,  I  have  not  relied  implicitly  on  his  information ;  and  liill 
Jcfs  on  his  opinions  in  thofe  fa£ls  where  bis  produftion  n  cited  as  sui 
amhority. 

^  Anecdotes  du  Regne  de  Louis  XVI,  vol.  vu  p.  a6a» 
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Imprifoo-      Family  differences,  into  the  iherits  of  which  It  U 
xMiu       impoflible  at  this  diftance  of  time  to  penetrate,  oc- 
caiiohed  Mirabeau's  father  to  procure  a  lettfe  de 
cachet  againft  him.     It  is  (aid  by  one  author,  that 
his  fatiric  vein  too  freely  indulged  produced  this  aft 
of  parental  feverity ':   another  has  not  fcrupled  to 
aflert,  that  it  was  occafioned  by  a  difcovery  that  the 
young  count  had  projeded  the  murder  of  his  parent 
by  poifon  \    Mirabeau  himfelf  avers  that  the  caufe 
of  his  difgrace  was  the  intriguing  difpofition  of  a 
female,  who  led  the  £ather  to  apprehend  that  his 
fbn  would  difgrace  himfelf  by  an  iil-chofen  matrix 
monial  alliance  ^    He  was  however  clofely  con« 
fined  in  the  I/le  de  Rhi.    This  imprifonment  took 
place  when  Mirabeau  was  only  feventeen  years  of 
age,  and  lafted  fifteen  months,  at  the  end  of  which 
he  was  liberated  at  his  own  eameft  intercefCon  ^.  ' 
176S.        On  being  fet  at  liberty,  he  obtained  a  commiflion 
^j7*»"   in  the  dragoons',  and  went  to  ferve  in  Corfica^ 
which  the  French  were  then  employed  in  fubjugat- 
ing,  and  remained  there  thirteen  months.    No  au«« 
thentic  mention  is  made  of  his  condudl  in  this  fitu- 
ation ;  it  is  therefore  reafonable  to  believe  his  own 
reprefentation>  that  he  behaved  in  fuch  a  manner 
as  to  deferve  the  approbation  of  his  fuperior  officers. 
He  adds,  that  he  compiled  a  laborious  work,  which 
was  much  applauded  by  thofe  who  had  feen  it,  but 
was  fuppreifed  by  his  father  *"•    During  his  flay  in 
this  ifland,  he  aflumed  the  name  of  Bufrcre,  derived 
from  an  eflate  belonging  to  his  family  \ 
June  1771.      At  the  termination  of  the  war  he  returned  to 
Marries.    France,  and  addided  himfelf  to  every  fpecies  of  irre- 
gularity.   The  prudence  or  parfimony  of  his  &ther 
prevented  his  allowing  fuch  a  flipend  as  would  fup* 

%  Anecdotes,  ftcnbifapri. 

^  Vie  Publique  &  Privfo  de  Mirabeaii,  p.  s. 

>  Lettres  Icritet  da  Donjon  de  Vincennes,  vol.  i.  p.  tS9. 

k  Vic  Pttblique,  &c.  p.  s«    Lettiet  ccritcf,  &c.  Tol.  i.  p.  if 5* 

1  DiAionnaire  de  la  Noblefle. 

*  Lettret  ecrite$»  4pc.  toI.  i.  p.  i po« 

A  Vie  PubliqiMt  5r€.  p.  15. 

port 
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port  thefe  extravagances,  and  Mirabeau  was  confe- 
quently  involved  in  great  diftrefs.  To  repair  his 
fortune,  and  (upply  the  means  of  gratifying  his  fa- 
vourite palSons,  he  turned  his  attention  to  the  ftate 
of  matrimony,  and  felefted  for  the  objeft  of  his  pur- 
fuit  Marguerite-Emilie  de  Covet,  daughter  of  the 
jnarqub  de  Marignane,  who  then  refided  at  Aix. 
TTie  hdy's  fortune,  which  was  fuppofed  to  amount 
to  a  million  (43,750/.),  was  a  great  temptation; 
but  the  enterprife  was  not  in  other  refpeds  promif- 
ing,  as  ihe  was  already  engaged  to  a  gentleman  . 
named  la  Valette,  and  the  marriage  on  the  point  of 
being  concluded.  Mirabeau,  however,  found  meana 
to  fupplant  this  rival,  and  feveral  others  of  the  6rft 
iamilies  in  France,  who  made  the  moft  unexception* 
able  offers,  and  even  to  obtain  the  confent  of  the 
marquis  de  Marignane  ^  Application  was  made  10 
Mirabeau's  father,  who,  without  oppofmg  a  match, 
ib  advantageous  and  honourable,  wrote  fuch  an  an* 
fwer  as  gave  no  encouragement  to  the  propofal, 
and  refufed  to  advance  any  money  towards  his  fon's 
eftablifhment  ^  / 

*  Muabem's  biographpr  aflertf,  that  the  yoong  lad^-*s  father  at  firft 
declined  the  alliance;  but  that  Mirabeau  obtained  his. confent  by  the  ' 
following  ftratagemi  Early  one  mfrning  he  made  \m  appearance  at  the 
cofice»houie  frequented  by  the  nobility,  in  the  lame  drefs  he  had 
i^om  the  preceding  day^  with  dtfordered  hair  and  tumbled  linen^ 
His  friends  began  rallying,  and  hoped  he  had  paffed  An  agreeable  erent. 
iog.  **  Charming/*  fxid  he,  **  for  I  pa  (led  it  with  little  Marignane." 
Tbe  ftory  was  reported  to  her  father,  who,  at  the  only  means  of  prC" 
i<rving  his  daughter's  reputation^  confented  to  her  marriage.  Vie 
Publtque,  &c.  p.  6.  This  account  is  not  altogether  probable,  as  tlie 
cofiduA  it  foppofes  18  altogether  inconfillent  with  the  fentiments  of 
koBour  entertained  by  the  French  nobility.  If  it  had  been  true,  in  all 
probability  the  father  or  lover  of  the  young  lady  would  have  challenged 
feer  fuppofed  leduecr,  and  (be  would  have  been  (hut  up  in  a  convent.  I 
have  thoogbc  it  proper,  neverthelcft,  lo  relate  the  anecdote,  as  there  it 
, nothing  in  it  repugnant  to  Mtrabeau't  character  $  and  particular  cir- 
cuniflaoccs  might  induce  the  marquis  de  Marignane  to  adopt  a  line  of 
conduil  different  from  what  the  general  view  of  the  cife  appeared  to 
djfiaic.  There  is,  in.Mirabeau*s  I<eiters  in  the  piifon  of  Vincennes^ 
aaarrativeof  the  tran faction,  in  which  an  txpenlive  intrigue  is  men- 
tioned, but  not  defcribed.     See  vol.  i.  p.  301,  et  Ceq. 

f  Anecdotes  du  Regne  de  Louis  XVI.  vol.  vi.  p.  163.  Diflionnair* 
de  la  Nobli^flc.  Lctcrci  ecritet  da  Donjon  de  Vincennet,  vol.  i. 
p.  190. 

.   VOL.  11.  F  From 
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Treament  '  From  111  alHancc  formed  on  fuch  principles,  and 
©f  hit  wife,  jt  Mirabeau's  age,  little  felicity  could  be  expeded. 
His  father,  though  he  would  not  fanftion  the  mar- 
riage by  any  thing  more  than  a  mere  conftrained 
confent,  prefented  Mirabeau  at  court,  made  him  hi» 
Tcprefentative  in  Provence  and  Limoufin,  and  main- 
tained for  a  confiderable  time  an  amicable  epiftolarj 
correfpondence,  in  which  he  flyled  him  a  darling  fon^ 
an  efleemed  advifer,  and  an  ufeful  co-adjutor  ^'^ 
The  bride*s  fortune,  however,  was  not  immediately 
paid ;  and  Mirabeau,  unreftrained  in  his  libertiniQns 
by  any  confiderations  arifmg  from  the  (late  he  had 
recently  adopted,  foon  found  himfelf  three  hundred 
thoufand  livres  (i ':,i25/.)  in  debt  \  He  is  accufed 
of  having  treated  his  unfortunate  wife  with  the  mod 
favage  barbarity ' ;  and  the  account  is  not  impro« 
bable,  confidering  that  love  was  not  the  motive  of 
his  union,  that  he  was  naturally  choleric  and  cow*- 
ardly,  and  that  he  confidered  women  as  an  objefl 
of  phyfical  indulgence  rather  than  of  focial  efteem  '• 
Banifti-  jiis  irregularities  became  fo  exceffive,  that  it  was 
thought  proper  to  obtain  a  lettre^de'Cacbet,  by  which 
he  was  compelled  to  fix  his  refidence  within  the 
limits  of  the  city  of  Maurique  in  Provence ". 
Conduft  He  obtained  a  releafe  from  this  confinement,  but 
hirpa-*  i^  operated  no  change  in  his  morals  or  condu£t :  on 
Kntt.  the  contrary,  he  feemed  to  grow  defperate,  and 
added  to  his  profligacy  a  calloufnefs  to  reproof^ 
which  generally  indicates  the  mbft  depraved  ftate  of 
vicious  infenfibiUty.  His  father  was  not  happy  in 
marriage,  and  the  difputes  between  him  and  hi» 
wife  were  carried  to  fuch  an  excefs,  that  the  lady 
fued  for  a  feparate  maintenance.  Mirabeau  dil-* 
played  a  want  of  filial  feeling  altogether  unnatnral. 
'     He  had  fomented  the  difputes  between  his  parents  j^ 

4    \jikXTt%  ttT\Xt%t   &f«  vol.  i.  p.  1^9. 

'  Anecdotes  du  Regnede  Louis  XVI.  vol.  vu  p.  163. 

>  Vie  Piiblique,  &c.  p.  7. 

^  I^ttrfs  de  Mirabeau  a  Mauvilfon,  p.  930. 

»  Anocdotes  du  Regae  de  Louis  XVI»  volt  vi«  p«  263. 

and 
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and  now,  availing  himfelf  of  his  talents,  went  to  his 
btber,  and,  for  an  hundred  Louis-d*or^  prepared 
his  memorial  for  the  court.  Having  done  this,  he 
repaired  to  his  mother,  and  bv  inve&ives  againft  his 
fadier  induced  her  to  pay  tne  fame  price  for  the 
fame  fervice.  Both  memorials  were  actually  pre- 
fented,  and  the  unnatural  fon  enjoyed  the  double 
lucre  of  his  perfidy  and  infenfibility  *. 

He  ftill  purfued  the  career  of  libertinifm  and  dif-  imprifott* 
honour  with  fuch  fhamelefs  eflProntery,  that  it  being  *^* 
again  judged  neceffary  to  imprifon  him,  he  was  ex- 
iled to  the  city  of  Pontarlier  ''•     His  fitter,  madame 
de  Cabris,  had  afibciated  herfelf  with  him  in  his  dif* 
graceful  purfuits  ;  and,  in  revenge  for  fome  aifront 
offered  to  her,  he  had  aflaulted  the  baron  de  Ville* 
neuve,  who  commenced  a  fuit  and  recovered  fix 
thoufand  livres  (262L  los.)  damages  ^     While  at  rneri^^ne 
Pontarlier,  he  fell  in  love  with,  and  feduced  from  ^\^'^  ^^ 
her  hufband,  Sophie  RuiFei,  marquife  de  Monnier.  Ruffei. 
The  intrigue  was  for  fome  time  carried  on  in  fecret ; 
but  at  length  the  marquis,  who  was  feventy  years  of 
age,  obtaining  intelligence  of  the  fad,  to  revenge 
the  indignity  he  had  fuftained,  procured  an  order  to 
confine  Mirabeau  in  the  citadel  of  Dijon.     While 
he  was  in  this  place,  his  miftrefs  fuifered  great  feve« 
rities  from  her  own  relations ;  and  Mirabeau's  fa« 
ther  was  preparing  to  imprifon  hint  with  more  ftri^l'* 
Dels,    but  he  took   advantage   of  *the  indulgence 
allowed  him  by  the  commandant  of  Dijon,  broke 
his  parole,  and  efcaped  into  Holland,  where  he  was 

*  Robi(bD*s  Proofs  of  a  Confpiracy,  p.  371. 

7  Anecdoiti  du  Kegne  de  Louis  XVI.  vol.  vt.  p.  263.  I  do  not 
pntend  to  liave  been  acconte  in  the  narration  of  Mirab«au*s  juvenilt 
adTcotarta  aod  the  impnfonments  which  enfucd  from  them.  He  ia 
bid,  befidea  ihe  baniflimenrs  and  confinementi  already  ntentioned»  to 
hawt  baen  detained  in  the  chateau  d*If^  and  the  chateau  de  Joux  }  in 
fad,  ht  him£elf  afterwards  boaftcd,  in  the  national  alTeinblyy  that  in 
the  cottife  of  hia  life,  feventeen  icttrea-de-cachct  had  b^a  iflued 
apiBi  him.  *.' 

*  Anecdotea  do  Regne  de  Louis  X  V^«  Tol.  vi.  p,  a6|«  Preface  4t 
Iflaniiel  am  Lctirta  de  Mirabeau,  p.  <• 

7  }k  joined 
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joined  by  Sophia.     It  ought  not  to  be  omitted,  that 
Mirabeau  juilifies  this  eicape,  by  aflerting  that  the 
commandant  connived  at  and  indireftly  advifed  it  \ 
Sentence        The  hulband  immediately  inflituted  a  fuit  againfl: 
hmi'"^      his  wife,  in  which  ftie  was  condemned  to  a  forfeiture 
of  dower  ;  and  a  profecution  ag^nft  Mirabeau,  t/ha 
was   fcntenced,     by   default,     to    pay   fifty   livre^ 
(2/.  3s.  gd.y  2iS  2i  fine  to  the  king ;  forty  thoufand 
•'  livres    (1750/.)    as   damages   to    the  marquis   de 

Monnier;  and  to  be  beheaded  in  effigy  by  the 
common  hangman  \ 
Arrcficdin  As  the  execution  of  this  part  of  the  fentence 
olland.  ^Qujd  h^ve  difgraced  the  whole  family,  every  exer- 
tion was  made  to  obtain  a  reverfal  of  it ;  and  as  the 
judgment  had  been  obtained  by  defauh,  it  was  con- 
ceived that  it  might  be  fet  afide  if  the  defendant 
could  be  brought  within  the  jurifdiflion  of  the 
court.  His  family  employed  the  following  mean? 
to  get  him  arrefted :  an  exempt  de  police^  named 
Jaquet  de  Douei,  went  to  Holland  decorated  with 
the  military  crofs  of  St.  Louis  }  and  pretending  to 
have  been  exited  from  France  by  minifterial  perfe- 
cution,  formed  an  intimacy  with  Mirabeau,  who 
lodged  at  the  houfe  of  a  tsdtor,  and  took  the  name^ 
6f  St.  Mathieu.  The  exempt  found  means  to  take 
Mirabeau  into  cuftody,  and  both  he  and  Sophisi 
were  brought  prifoners  to  France.  The  lady,  who 
was  now  pregnant,  was  till  her  iying-in  confined  in 
a  private  houfe,  and  afterwards  fent  to  the  convent 
MayT777.  of  Saint  Clare  at  Gien.  Mirabeau  was  imprifoned 
impriion-  j^  jhg  caftlc  of  Vinccnncs  % 

fd  at  Vin- 
ccnneSi 

*  See  Lettres  ccrites  dii  Donyon  de  Vincennet,  ▼»!.  i.  p.  jg/.  ' 

^  Anecdotes  du  Kcgne  de  Louts  XVI.  vol.  n.  pi  «6^.  Frefaot  de 
Manue),  &c.  p.  2t.  a3. 

c  Preface  de  Mantiel,  &c.  p.  «4..  Anecdotea,  5rc.  vol.  W.  p.  t5^. 
Tt  is  to  be  obfervcdy  that  Mirabeav  compofed  a  laborioua  defence  of 
hiicondu^upto  this  period  in  thefliapc  of  a  oiemorial  to  his  fatber^tn 
^vhich  be  denies,  fuppreiTes,  vindicates^  or  extenuates  many  of  ^e  fads 
fachHtcd  Id  tlir  precMing  nainratif e.    Set  Ltttret  ecrites»  &€•  p.  sSy. 
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1ft  this  prifon  he  remained  three  yearg.  md  feven  h;$  em- 
Ifconths,  nor  could  his  frequent  letters  to  the  mi-  P^'^y™*****- 
aiders,  in  which  he  exclaimed  againd  the  rigour  of 
his  detention,  and  demanded  the  privilege  of  a  trial, 
procure  his  enlargement,  or  any  fatisfa&ory  ex* 
ertion  in  his  favour.  The  lieutenant  de  police  was 
fo  far  intereded  in  his  behalf,  as  to  connive  at  a 
correfpondence  which  he  maintained  with  the  ol> 
ItOt  of  his  paffion ;  but,  fettered  with  this  condition, 
that  after  once  reading,  fhe  d)ould  return  the  letter 
to  the  in/pedeur  de  police  ^.  It  is  well  obferved  by 
Dn  Moore,  that  "  Mirabeau*s  exceflive  love  of 
**  pleafure  would  have  tended  ta  render  him  coni- 
^'  pletely  dilSpated,  and  of  courfe  left  him  ignorant, 
**  had  he  not  employed  the  long  intervals  of  con- 
^'  fin^ment  and  retirement  that  his  debauches  and 
^  l)is  want  of  money  obliged  him  to,  in  dudies 
**  which,  with  better  health  and  more  riches,  he 
**  would  have  neglefted  *.**  In  the  date  prifon  of 
Vinc^weiS  he  feems  to  have  thought  ferioufly  of 
becoming  an  author.     He  had  before  ailided   his  ^ 

father,  and  compikd  fome  literary  works,  which  do 
not  appear  to  have  been  published,  and  had,  while  in 
Holland,  formed  a  literary  engagement  with  Fauche 
the  bookfeller,  though  none  of  his  produ£lions  were 
publiflied.  In  this  long  interval  of  feclufion,  he 
applied  himf^if  more  attentively  to  this  object,  and 
t)cgan  to  confider  literature  as  a  pecuniary  refource. 
At  fird  he  employed  himfelf  in  compiling  a  Frencjh 
grammar  for  the  indruftion  of  the  offspring  of  his 
illicit  amour  ^ ;  but  as  it  was  mote  immediately  n^* 

ceffary 

*  Prefice  cle  Manuel,  5:c.  p.  S.  The  colleftion  of  letters  written 
^y  Miraheaa  during  th^s  inipiifonment,  anil  at.er  his  dtaih  pubiilfaeU 
Ivy  Manuel^  do  their  author  no  credii  nt  a  lovcfi  a  Ccholar,  or  a  man. 
They  exhibit  the  groirmft  of  appctirci  without  the  c)elicacy  of  paifion'} 
they  are  often  queiuious  without  eloquentCi  and  ex poftulatory  without 
dignity. 

•  Moore*8'View,  vol.  ii.  p.  111. 

'  Sophie  wat  dellverfd  of  a  gitl  the  7th  January  177^.  Manuel 
f^oka  very  highly  ol  Mirabcau's  Gnmmatiial  E^^t  which,  accord- 
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ceflary  to  provide  for  the  fubfiftence  of  his  infant- 
then  in  the  care  of  a  wet  nurfe,  he  complied  witlf 
the  corrupt  tafte  of  the  times,  and  fupplied   the 
hawkers  with  obfcene  pamphlets,  under  the  titles  of 
Le  Libertin  de  ^ualite^  Ma  Converfton^  and  Erotika 
Biblim^    which   laft    unites   blafphemy  with   inde* 
cency*.      It  is,  however,  but  charitable  and  rea- 
fonable  to  conclude,  that  neceffity  and  the  corrup- 
•tion  of  the  public  mind  alone  induced  him  thus  to 
debafe  his  pen,  fince  even  while  thus  employed  he 
found  leifure  to  compofe  his  celebrated  effay  Sur  les 
Letires  de  Cachet^  et  les  Prifom  d^Etat  **.     It  was  af- 
terwards faid,  that  he  received  from  government 
five  thoufand  livres  (218/.  15  j.)  for  the  copy  of 
this  work,  and  that  an  edition  of  fix  thoufand  was 
found  in  the  Baftille  when  that  fortrefs  was  de- 
ftroyed  ^     It  was  publifhed  and  well  known  in  the 
world  many  years  before  that  event  *'. 

At  length  Mirabeau  obtained  his  liberty,  and 
found  little  difficulty  in  invalidating  a  fentence 
which  had  been  pronounced  merely  by  default,  and 
without  any  examination  of  witneflfes.  His  miftrefs 
recovered  her  dower,  and  an  annuity  was  fettled  for 
her  maintenance  ^  Mirabeau,  however,  did  not 
continue  long  attached  to  her  after  obtaining  bis 
liberty. 

His  ftay  in  France  now  became  impoffible,  from 
the  magnitude  of  his  debts,  and  the  total  lofs  of 
his  chara&er ;  he  went,  therefore,  to  refide  at  Neuf« 


ing  to  bim,  comprifed,  in  twenty-five  paeres,  all  the  eflential  rules  o^ 
the  Frrnch  giammary  ex(>lained  all  difiiculties,  pointed  out  all  the 
exceptions  to  genei^l  rulet,  focilitated  the  conjugation  and  fyntax  of 
the  irregular  verbs  $  contained  all  the  ruUt  of  pronunciiition  and  pio> 
fody»  and  particularly  cjcplained  the  declenfion  of  participles.  Pre- 
face de  Manuel,  p.  35. 

S  Preface  de  Manuel,  p.  3^. 

h  Idem>  p.  %%• 

^  See  Le  Livre  rouge»  and  the  edi(or*s  AnnotaticGS. 

^  See  Lettres  de  Mirabeau  a  Chamfortj  p«  t. 

1  Preface  de  Manuel^  p.  }}$• 
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chatel  in  Switzerland,  where  he  publlflied  his  eflay 
on  Lettres  de  Cachet ".  For  fome  years  after  this, 
aimoft  all  traces  of  Mirabeau  are  loft,  he  feems  to 
have  been  involved  in  obfcurity  and  penury.  It  ^u»t 
appears,  however,  that  he  commenced  an  aftion  Jf "il^^^  '* 
againfl:  his  father,  for  maintenance  and  arrears,  in 
nrhich  he  finally  fucceeded  *"•    It  is  alfo  averred^  that  and  wift. 

h« 

*  Anecdotes  da  Regne  de  Louis  XVI.  vol.  vi,  p.  164, 
"  Lettres  de  Mirahe.iti  a  Chamfort,  p.  45-     I  have  not  been  very 
Ininutc  in  my  refearches  refpe^ling  the  origin  of  theie  family  difputcf* 
as  the  difcttlKon  would  not   intereft  the  reader.     The  chara^ler  of 
Minbeauy  as  difpls^ed  in  the  whole  of  his  life,  does  not  impart  a 
favorable  prepoiTciGon  of  hit  filial  condiift,  and  independently  of  ^nj 
provocation  \   and  the  temper  of  the  elder  Mirabenu.  as  it  is  repre- 
lented,  does  not  acquit  him  of  probable  mifcondu^l.     The  comphintt 
the  father  and  Ton  had  a  right  to  make  againft  each  other  are  thus 
preiented  in  the  abftn6i  by  Mirabeau  himfelf  1    '<  What  have  yoa 
*'  done  V*  my  father  will  exclaim «  "  Your  youth  aifurded  a  prcfage  of 
*'  the  difordcrs  of  your  more  mature  age.      I  wa9  obliged  tD  impriron 
^  you  at  (cventeen,and  omitting  your  imatlerprofligacie?,  this  is  a  brief 
**  (ketch  of  your  life.     As  Toon  at  you  could  aA  tor  yourfeif,  you 
*'  contraded  enormous  debts  )— when,  in  order  .to  fave  the  fortune  of 
"  my  grandfun,  I  caufed  you  to  be  baniflicd  from   my  eftates,  and 
^confined  to  a  city,  you  broke  through  ail  reftriAions  to  purfue  fre(k 
"  extravagances  j  you  have  drawn  on  yourfelf  a  criminal  profecution  ) 
**  you  compelleil  me  to  get  yon  confined  in  a  citadel,  and  then  ahufed 
**  the  liberty  which  had  been  allowed  you  by  file  commandant,  to 
**  fedttce  and  carry  off  a  womin  of  quality.     Certainly,  juftice  baa 
*'  not  been  done,  but  the  injultice  confilU  in  fliiclJing  you  from  the 
**  ievertty  of  the  laws.**     In  anfwer  to  this  fuppoled  accufation, 
Mirabeau  depifts  his  father  in  the  following  colours  <  **  The  marquis 
*<  de  Mirabeau,  after  paHing  a  molt  licentious  youth,  fignalized  hit 
'*  more  mature  a^e  by  the  following  traits.     He  profecuted  one  of  hia 
**  brothers,  in   France  and  in  foreign  countries,  with  an  inveteracy 
*'  which  afforded  room  to  fuf^e^l  that  he  wiihed  to  evade  the  payment 
*'  of  his  patrimony.     He  his  ruined  himfelf  in   creating  a  political 
**  economy.     He  hns  deteriorated  the  }troperty  of  his  wife  and  children 
*^  by  two  millions   ^87,500/.)  while  declaiming  Rg^inft   luxury  and 
'*  debts.     He  continued  obftmateiy  to  lefide  at  Paris  to  form  a  new 
<*  fed,  though  he  had  injured  his  own  fortune,  and  was  continually 
"  preaching  to  all  his  feilow. citizens  letirement  to  their  own  eftates. 
**  Thiee  timrs  he  infefled  his  wife  with  the  moft  (liameful  o\  maladies, 
while  he  was  in  the  daily  habit  of  crying  up  purity  of  manners.     He 
has  notoriouHy  made  lectlements  on  his  miftrefTes,  while  he  afPe^ed 
to  deplore  the  depravity  of  the  age.     The  feeling  and  tender  friend 
^  of  man,  {P ami  da  bvnmay)  whole  exalted  foul  cannot  ftoop  to  vuU 
**  gar  affeAions,  dildains  his   family,  and  loves  the  whole  humaa 
**  race.     He  has  perfecuted  his  wife,  and  every  one  of  his  children, 
"  He  has  turned  out  of  doors,  and  confined  in  a  convent,  a  wife  who 
'^  bad  brought  him  a  fortune  of  fifty  thoufand  iivrcs  (aiS;/.)  a-y«ar, 

F  4  ud 


•< 

u 
•c 


7t  M  I  R  A  B  E  A  TT- 

he  inftituted  a  fuit  againft  his  wife,  clainimg  the 
cuftody  of  her  perfon  and  property,  or  requiring, 
as  an  alternative,  that  flie  fhould  retire  to  a  convent. 
.1783.  He  pleaded  on  his  own  behalf  before  the  parliament 
of  Aix.  The  archduke  Ferdinand  and  his  confort, 
together  with  the  moft  diftinguifhed  perfonages  of 
the  city,  were  prefent.  1  Every  one  was  charmed 
with  the  eloquence  difplayed  by  Mirabeau ;  but  the 
allegations  of  matrimonial  mifconduft  and  unmanly 
cruelty  v^ere  fo  ftrong  againft  him,  that  he  loft  his 
caufe  ^. 
Writw  on  In  order  to  enable  himfelf  to  turn  his  literary  ta- 
the  order  Jents  to  a  bcttCT  account,  Mirabeau  had  contraded 
Mtia!**^*""  an  intimacy  "with  the  celebrated  Nicolas  Chamfort, 
who,  if  he  wanted  the  genius  and  audacity  of  Mi- 
rabeau, poiTeifed  much  more  extenfive  informaticHij 
and  who,  confcious  of  the  feeblenefs  of  his  own 
charadter,  was  content  to  dired  that  ardour  in  an- 
other, which  he  could  not  create  in  himfelf.  By 
Chamfort*s  alliftance,  Mirabeau  was  enabled  to  pro- 
duce his  work  intitled  Conjiderations  fur  FOrdre  ds 
Cincinnatm*  In  preparing  this  publication,  Mira- 
beau ufed  the  greateft  diligence;  and  befides  the 
advantages  derived  from  Chamfort,  vifited  Dr. 
Franklin,  then  at  Paris,  and  confulted  with  him 
during  the  whole  progrefs  of  the  work*    His  gains 


*'  and  eleven  children.  He  hss  withheld  her  alimony,  cootravened 
*'  bit  moft  folemn  engagements*  and  harafled  her^  from  year 
'<  to  year,  with /<ffrM-ir.Mr£ff.  He  has  obtained  decreet  againft  his 
*'  mother-in- law*  and  her  eldeft  Ton,  to  gratify  hit  own  love  of 
**  guardianfhipt,  and  becaiife  he  fancies  himfelf  an  excellent  manager 
«<  (the  heft  proof  would  be  his  own  rental).  He  compelled  hit  eldeft 
"  daughter  to  take  the  veil.  He  has  perfecuted  his  fons»  and  refufed 
**  them  the  flighteftpecvniary  afliftance.  He  hat  attempted  to  exter^ 
<<  his  tyranny  over  one  daughter  who  it  married,  and  whole  hulband 
'*  made  no  complaint.  In  the  fame  manner  he  behaved  i;o  all  his 
*■  children,  except  a  daughter,  who  found  favour  in  his  fight  by  her 
"  complaifance  to  his  miftfefs,  and  becaufe  her  huihand  hat  had  the 
''  art  to  profefs  a  paftionate  admiration  of  tU  ttMmital  miUt,'**  X<ettres 
ecrites  du  Donjon  de  Vincennes,  vol.  i.  p.  1S5.  iS7* 
•  Anecdoter^a  Regne  dc  Lcniis  XVI.  vol.  vi.  p.  %Sj» 
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Vfere  hut  fmall,  as  the  {Inglith  bookfellers  'Vtere 
averfe  to  fpeculate  on  the  fubjed,  and  difcouraged 
the  author  ^.  The  work,  however,  met  with  con« 
iiderable  applaufe* 

Mirabeau  bad  now  formed  a  connexion  with  a  Atig.i7ff4« 
znademoifelle  Nehrat,  to  whom  he  continued  at-  ^^*' j*^*  '* 
tached  for  feveral  years.  In  order  to  publifli  his  ^^  *"* 
work,  he  refolved  to  go  to  London,  accompanied 
by  this  lady,  who,  foy  decency's  fake,  was  called 
comteffe  de  Mirabeau*  After  a  (tormy  paflage„  they 
arrived  in  England,  and  eftablifhed  themfelves  in 
Hatton-Garden.  Mirabeau,  after  publiihing  the 
book  with  which  he  came  prepared,  was  involved 
in  great  pecuniary  diftrefs,  which  he  fought  to  re- 
lieve by  forming  engagements  with  bookfellers.  In 
confequence  of  thefe,  he  produced  fome  volumes  of 
a  work  called  Le  Confervafeiir.  The  original  in- 
tention, as  defcribed  by  Mirabeau,  was  to  analyfe 
|rood  books  of  every  defcription,  and  to  draw  from 
the  unformed  mafs  of  periodical  publications  de<* 
tached  pieces,  which,  from  their  brevity,  were  liable 
to  be  forgotten  '^^  He  was  yet  unacquainted  with 
the  £ngli(h  language;  but  conceiving  that  Englifli 
literature  would  fucceed  in  France,  undertook  to  ^ 

tranflate,  and  qualified  himfelf  for  the  taik  while 
performing  it ;  he  procured  a  grammar  and  dic- 
tionary, and  learned  the  Englifh  language  as  he  |Mro* 
ceeded  in  his  tranflatiQU  \ 

y  Lettret  dc  Mirabeatt  a  Chamforti  p.  30*  43,  87. 

1  IdeiDt  p.  67   74.  83. 

r  Pagett  Vtil.i.  p.  377*  To  a  genius  like  Mirabeau,  Tucb  an  exer- 
•cion  might  be  pcyfTible,  but  it  ought  to  fenre  rather  as  a  warning  than 
an  encouragement  to  otber  tranflitors.  I  can  hardly  think  the  work 
alluded  to  by  Pag^  to  have  been  a  feleftion  of  BngliHl  connediea^ 
which)  in  a  letter  to  Chamforty  he  exprefled  an  tnciination  to  at* 
Hmpt  (p.  93).  The  colloquial  language  of  comedy  was  not  fuited 
to  that  mind  which  could  fo  iuccefifutly  commit  a  plagiarifm  on  Burke 
at  t»  make  profefibr  Wilde  regret  that  the  whole  works  of  that  inefti« 
joable  writer  bad  not  been  tranflated  by  Mirabeaut  See  Addrcfs  ^ 
ihc  fi-ieada  of  the  People,  p.  f  15. 
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Trofecntn  During  his  ftay  in  England,  Mirabeau  was  obliged 
bi8  fccrc.  ^^  ptofecute  one  Hardy,  who  lived  with  him  as 
'  fecretary,  for  ftealing  fome  of  his  property.  The 
prifoner  was  acquitted,  and  Mirabeau's  enemies  have 
endeavoured  to  fix  grievous  inculpations  on  his 
charafter  for  this  profecudon ;  but,  on  a  fair  re- 
view of  the  proceeding,  he  feems  in  no  manner 
blamable  \ 

On  his  return  to  Paris,  Mirabeau^  ftill  an  author 
by  profeffion,  turned  his  attention  to  finance,  then 
the  moft  popular  topic,  and  produced  Con/ideratio?is 
fur  la  Caiffe  d^Efcompte^  and  Conftderations  fur  la 
Banque  de  St.  Charles^  neither  of  which  are  now 
much  remembered.  In  thefe  works  he  accommo- 
dated himfelf  fo  much  to  the  principles  laid  down  by 
Calomie,  that  he  was  fufpefted  of  being  hired  by 
that  minifter^  In  fa£t,  it  is  not  improbable  that 
he  received  fome  pecuniary  affiilance,  and,  perhaps, 
a  promife  of  being  employed  in  the  diplomatic  line, 
as  that  appears  now  to  have  become  an  objedl  of  his 
attention,  and,  for  a  long  time,  to  have  formed  his. 
chief  ambition. 

Aftuated  by  this  motive,  and  invefted  with  fecret 
ordeirs,  though  not  recognized  in  any  public  capa- 
city, by  Calonne,  Mirabeau  went  to  Berlin.     The 
period    of    his   arrival    was    remarkable    and    in- 
lerefting.    Frederic  IL  diftinguifhed  by  the  name 
of  Greats  was  in  his  laft  illnefs ;  he  fent  for,  wjbI- 
comed,  and  was  peculiarly  kind  to  Mirabeau,  wbo 
was  the  laft  foreigner  admitted  to  his  converlation, 
though  many  noble  travellers  teftified  their  wifties 
Advice  to   for  that  honour  "•     On  the  demife  of  that  illuftrious 
Willie    nionaich,  Mirabeau  wrote  two  memorials  or  letters 
II. 

•  See  Vic  Publique,  Sec.  p.i  S.  SefTions  Papers,!  714-5,  Clark  Mayor. 
<  Anecdotes  du  Kegne*tle  Louis  XVI.  voI.ti.  p.  265. 

•  See  Miraheau*8  Advertifemenr,  prefixed  to  the  Memorial  prefented 
to  Frederic  William  II.  printed  with  the  Trnnflation  of  hit  Secret 
Hiftorjr  of  the  Court  of  Berlin,  by  Bladooy  i^^S^. 
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to  his  fucceflbr,  in  which  he  gave  advice  with  equal 
freedom  and  confidence,  and  reviewed  the  ftate  of 
the  kingdom,  and  the  meafures  of  the  deceafed 
monarch,  in  ^,  ftyle  bold  and  impreflive,  yet  exempt 
from  every  mark  of  rudenefs  and  difrefpeJQ:  *.  (3ne 
of  his  principal  objeSs  was  to  induce  the  new  monarch 
to  place  the  Jews,  hitherto  grievoufly  oppreffed,  on 
the  fame  footing  with  his  other  fubjefts.  To  attain 
this  end,  Mirabeau  fpared  no  labour;  he  did  not 
confine  his  efforts  to  a  memorial,  but  wrote  in  the 
French  and  German  journals,  excited  others  to  write, 
and  ufed  every  exertion  calculated  to  defeat  prejudice 
and  infure  fuccefs  ^. 

Mirabeau's  conduct  in  this  affair  was  not  difin-  Motiftt. 
terefted  :  he  confidered  himfelf  qualified  to  fill  a 
high  department  in  the  ftate,  and  expeded  to  obtain 
fome  poft  of  honour;     The  new  king,  however,  was 
difguited  with  his  licentious  and  profligate  manners, 
(hocked  at  his  open  profeflion  of  atheifm,  and  not 
inclined   to  pay  regard  to  his  pretenfions.      This 
difappointment  induced  Mirabeau  to  connect  him- 
felf with  a  band  of  writers  who  had  united  to  diffemi- 
nate  licentious  principles,  both  in  religion  and  go- 
vernment.     His  audacity,  his  knowledge  of  men 
and  manners,  and  particularly  his  talent  tor  farcafm, 
were  highly  ufeful  to  this  junto,  at  whofe  inftigation 
he  produced  feveral  pieces  tending  to  make  thofe  in 
adminiftration  the  objeds  of  public  ridicule  and 
reproach.     Among  thefe  were  the  Letters  on  the 
Conftitution  of  the  Pruffian  States,  the  Cbronique 
Scandaleu/e^  and,  afterwards,  the  Hi/ioire  fecrhe  de 
la  Cour  de  Berlin '. 

One  of  the  moft  remarkable  events  whicji  diftin-  B«eome« 
guiihed  Mif abeau's    refidence  in  Berlin,    was   his  ■"  >"«»*- 
affodation  with  a  daring  and  dangerous  fe£t,  enemies        ^ 

'  Tbc  trinflator  of  ibis  work  truly  aflcitt,  that  the  reafoning  it  in 
a  great  meafure  borrowed  from  6inith*t  Wealth  of  Nations.  Sot 
Tranilation  above- mentioned »  vol*  ii.  p.  ^73.  «• 

7  Sec  Lcttret  dc  Mirabeau  a  MauvtUon^  p«  6. 

>  itobifoR^a  Proofs,  p.  ^749 175. 
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ef  religion,  government,  and  all  focial  order,*  dlT* 
tinguifhed  by  thenameof  Illuminati. 
Account  The  patronage  afforded  by  Frederic  II.  king  of 
nhu  Pruffia,  to  Voltaire,  d'Alembert,  and  other  writers, 
ivho  affe£led  to  treat  the  Chriftian  religion,  and  re- 
velation in  general,  as  a  mere  impofture,  bad  given 
fuch  cxtenfive  credence  and  circulation  to  their 
opinions,  that  profclytes  and  champions  were  to  be 
found  in  every  country.  Their  works  were  greedily 
read,  and  the  avenues  to  fame  entirely  ingrofled  by 
their  partifans.  The  wit  and  farcaftic  vein  of  Vol- 
taire, together  with  his  acknowledged  pre-eminence 
in  many  walks  of  polite  literature,  rendered  oppo- 
,  £tion  dangerous,  as  the  refult  was,  in  general,  the 
contempt  of  the  multitude  of  fmall  wits,  who  arc 
ever  more  ready  to  laugh  than  to  reafon,  and  who' 
can  cry  down  an  author  againft  whom  their  talents 
>vould,  in  any  other  way,  be  employed  in  vain. 
JJor  were  the  doftrines  fet  up  by  thefe  new  philofo- 
phers  devoid  of  external  claims  to  popular  appro- 
bation. They  affefted  univerfal  tolerance,  and  de- 
claimed ^gainil  priellcraft,  and  fuperftition  alone. 
But  from  the  vices  they  turned  their  arms  againft 
the  eftablifliment.  3y  putting  extreme  cafes  of 
fuppofitiou,  by  bringing  forward  the  moft  ftriking 
events  recorded  in  hiflory,  which  refled  on  the  con- 
^\i&,  of  priefts,  they  facilitated  the  dedudion,  that 
Ithe  facerdotal  charader  pever  alters ;  and  that  be* 
Caufe'  numerous  inflances  are  found  of  priefls  who 
iiave  been  avaricious,  profligate,  ambitious,  or 
cruel ;  avarice,  ppflig^y,  ambition,  and  cruelty 
muft  neceffarily  form  an  integral  part  of  the  difpo- 
iicion  of  the  whole  prieflhood. 

They  could  not,  however,  believe  that  all  man- 
kind would  refi(t  the  conyiction  pf  experience,  and, 
in  fpite  of  their  own  obfervation,  conclude  againft 
individuals,  merely  becaufe  involved  in  general  far- 
cafms  or  undiftinguiftiing  cenfures^  To  prevent  the 
efiefl  of  thefe  confiderations,  they  redoubled  their 
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attacks  on  thofe  books  which  form  the  bafls  of  the 
Chriftian  religion ;  they  laboured,  with  incredible 
perfeverance,  to  impeach  their  veracity,  hoping,  by 
fuch  means,  to  procure  currency  for  the  opinion, 
thataprieft,  if  not  cruel,  was  a  mean,  diffembling 
hypocrite,  who,  in  order  to  eat  his  bread  in  idlenefs,, 
vouched  for  ftories  he  did  not  believe,  and  recom- 
mended doftrines  in  which  he  had  no  faith.  Thefe 
efforts  were  attended  with  great  fuccefs,  and  per- 
haps the  moft  important  firft-fruit  of  them  was  the 
degradation  of  the  priefthood  in  the  eyes  of  man-^ 
kind ;  many  who  could  not  hate  or  deipife,  began 
to  pity,  and  inflead  of  contemplating  them  as  the 
champions  of  a  facred  dodtrine,  under  whofe  banners 
they  muft  fight  to  obtain  an  immortal  reward,  con- 
fidered  them  as  docile  fupporters  of  a  flagrant  im- 
pofture,  which  they  wanted  courage  to  examine,  or 
ability  to  deted. 

Had  the  efforts  of  this  anti-chriftian  party  been 
confined,  like  thofe  of  their  predeceflfors,  to  mere 
polemical  writings,  their  profelytes  would  have  been 
few,  and  their  attacks  fpeedily  forgotten.  But  they 
had  recourfe  to  new  arms.  The  fprightly  genius  of  ' 
Voltaire,  united  with  extenfive  reading,  and  a  great 
facility  of  combination,  enabled  him  to  give  diverfity 
to  the  forms  of  aflfault,  and  inftead  of  confining 
himfelf  to  dry  eflays,  or  harfti  critical  difcuilions,  to 
ftrew  the  feeds  of  fcepticifm  in  every  department  of 
the  fciences ;  to  make  hiftory,  philofophy,  and 
aftronomy  the  vehicles  of  his  fatire.  .  That  even  the 
hghter  minds  might  not  efcape  infedion,  and  that 
the  mere  readers  for  amufenient  (a  numerous  tribe) 
nugbt  be  iniifted  in  the  caufe,  novels  and  tales  were 
fabricated,  in  which,  while  the  fancy  was  amufed  by 
all  the  brilliancy  and  luxuriance  or  unbounded  wit, 
graced  with  all  the  decorative  charms  which  a  pen 
of  more  than  threefcore  years'  experience  could 
confer,  the  heart  was  poifoned  with  doubts  which  in* 
doloce  or  want  of  vigour  would  not  fufier  the  reader 
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to  remove,  but  which,  while  they  flattered  his  vs* 
nity  by  eafy  triumphs,  arifing  from  the  difp]ay  of 
borrowed  wit,  fettered  his  judgment  in  chains  which 
were  never  to  .be  loofened,  and  which  the  deluded 
wretch  miftook  for  ornaments  becaufe  he  heard  them 
jingle. 

As  the  aflailants  of  religion  increafed  in  number, 
an  opportunity  offered  of  uniting  them  ftill  more 
Urmly,  of  producing  that  interchange  of  fentiment 
which  facilitates  difcuiIion>'  and  of  fubje£ling  every 
fpecies  of  literature,  and  every  topic  of  human 
curiofity,  to  the  influence  of  their  favourite  fpecula* 
tions :  this  was  the  projeAed  publication  of  the 
French  Encyclopedia.  Xo  obtain  the  exclufive  di- 
reftion  of  this  work  became  a  favourite  view  of  the 
new  philofophers,  and,  by  the  influence  of  d'AIem« 
bert,  they  were  enabled  to  accompUih  it.  They 
^  ufed  their  advantage  with  vigour  and  addrefs ;  con- 

fcious  that  attacks  too^  dire6l  and  open  againft  a 
prevailing  fyftem  would  fruftrate  their  own  «id^ 
they  adopted  a  mode,  of  condud  apparently  very 
moderate,  but  fraught  with  the  mofl  artful  duplicity^ 
'  In  treating  of  certain  topics,  fuch  as  the  exiftence 
of  God,  the  immortality  of  the  foul,  &c.  they  made 
a  point  to  detail  thofe  reafons  which  were  favour* 
able  to  the  popular  belief;  but,  at  the  fame  time, 
by  reference  to  other  articles,  contrived  to  direct 
the  reader's  attention  to  arguments  more  forcibly 
urged,  and  more  fpecioufly  advanced,  tending  to 
deftroy  the  opinions  they  had  at  firft  coldly  in- 
culcated* 

The  fed,  by  thefe  and  other  means,  became  nu- 
merous and  popular  ;  the  great,  influenced  by  the 
king  of  PruiGa's  example,  and  fenfible  that  fame  or 
difgrace  were  in  the  gift  of  thofe  who  commanded 
the  portals  of  literature,  opened  to  them  their  purfes 
and  their  palaces.  The  rifmg  generation  of  wits, 
eager  to  fecure  the  fame  advantages,  adopted  the 
lame  means  ^  any  refpe^  ibewgi  to  the  forms  or  even 
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CO  the  more  eflential  do^brines  of  religion,  was  foon 
decried  as  the  mark  of  a  grovelling  genius,  or  an 
uncultured  underflanding. 

From  attacking  the  highefl  objects  of  human 
veneration,  the  mind  is  led  by  an  eafy  gradation  to 
refift  the  immediate  depofitarics  of  temporal  autho- 
rity* The  hatred  of  kings  naturally  followed  the 
endeavour  to  obliterate  the  fentiments  of  religious 
belief  Voltaire  and  d*Alcmbert,  favoured  by  no* 
bles  and  careifed  by  kings,  were,-  at  firft,  afliamed 
lo  make  their  authority  the  objedt  of  a  dired  attack  i, 
they  indicated  in  their  writings  fome  enmity  to 
royalty,  but  were  compelled,  to  preferve  appearances^. 
to  confine  themfelves  to  general  declamations,  or 
anonymous  philippics*  It  was  referved  for  another 
writer,  equally  hoftile  to  religion  with  themielves^ 
to  lay  the  foundation  of  thofe  doflrines  of  liberty  and 
equality,  which,  however  fpecious,  have  by  mi£r 
conAru^on  and  exaggerations  produced  fo  many 
evils,  fuch  wide-fpreading  anarchy,  fo  general  a  de- 
pravation of  morals,  and  fuch  extenfive  mifery. 
Roufieau,  a  republican  by  birth,  an  author  by  pro- 
feffion,  unnoticed  by  the  great,  and  endowed  with  a 
rancorous  heart  and  gloomy  difpofition,  was  de-  ' 
firous  of  extending  his  fame  by  being  the  author  of 
sew  fyfiems,  and  by  defending  apparent  paradoxes. 
He  began,  in  eflfays  and  popular  romances,  to  broach 
diofe  extravagant,  though  fplendid  notions  of  li- 
berty which,  m  order  to  make  individuals  free,  diC^ 
unite  fociety ;  and,  to  exalt  man  in  a  fanciful  fcalc 
formed  by  vanity,  degrade  him  to  that  flate  in  which 
the  human  fpecies  would  exift  if  arts,  manners,  and 
civilization  were  unknown.  A  difdple  of  this  fyilem 
jD^ht  boaft  that  he  was 

«— -*af  free  as  nature  firR  made  man 
Ere  th^  bafe  fervitude  of  laws  began. 
When  wild  in  woods  the  noble  uvage  ra9» 
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The  doArines  of  infidelity,  and  thofe  fo  nearly 
allied  to  them,  of  diforgani2ation,  found  their  ear* 
lieft  promoters  in  France ;  but  with  fuccefs  widely 
different.  The  neceffity  of  fupporting  a  form  of 
government  was,  from  its  daily  contaft  with  all 
tfieir  functions,  obvious  to  thofe  whom  vanity,  le- 
vity, or  worfe  motives  rendered  indifferent  to  inno- 
rations  in  matters  of  religion  ;  and  thus,  while  the 
police  maintained  the  flriftefl  vigilance  with  refpeft 
to  publications  on  government,  the  principles  of  in- 
fidelity, even  to  the  excefs  of  atheifm,  were  openly- 
avowed  by  minifters,  courtiers,  and  even  by  many 
of  the  clergy. 

The  ridicule  of  things  facred  was  not,  however, 
fufHcient  to  gratify  thofe  who,  with  the  purchafe 
they  had  already  gained,  meditated  the  immenfe 
and  important  projedk  of  turning  the  whole  Chrif- 
dan  world.  That  atheiflical  philofophers,  and 
raving  enthufiafts  in  politics,  fhould  in  fmall  de- 
tachments, or  by  feparate  exertions,  try  their 
ftrength  in  various  countries,  was  a  matter  of  no 
great  importance.  Another  fcheme,  more  exten- 
five,  more  operative,  and  more  confiflent,  became 
neceflary ;  and  to  give  fhape  and  execution  to  fuch 
a  plan  was  the  tafk  of  Dr.  Adam  Weifhaupt,  pro- 
feflbr  of  canon  law  in  the  univerfity  of  Ingolfladt. 
This  man,  bred  under  the  Jefuits,  was,  on  the  abo- 
lition of  their  order,  induced  to  change  his  views  j 
and,  from  being  their  pupil,  he  became  their  moft 
bitter  enemy. 

Weifhaupt  was  member  of  a  lodge  of  free-mafona 
eflablifhed  at  Munich  in  Bavaria,  called  the  Lodge 
Theodore  of  good  CounfeL  This  lodge  correfpondai* 
with,  and  had  formed  a  particular  fyftem  of  its  owa 
by  inftruftions  from  the  Loge  des  Chevaliers  bien* 
faifans  at  Lyons ;  it  was  thoroughly  imbued  with 
the  modern  principles,  and  in  no  degree  refen^bled 
the  mafonic  inflitutions  in  England,,  or  thole  which 
were  immediately  derived  from  or  informed   by 
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themr  This  lodge  occupied  itfelf  with  economical, 
ftadftical,  and  polirical  matters ;  and  had  arranged 
a  fyftem  of  cofmopolitifm,  propofing,  as  a  funda- 
mental pofition  in  the  formation  of  fociety,  that 
every  office  fhould  be  held  by  a  man  of  talents  and 
virtue,  and  that  every  kind  of  ability  fhould  be  em- 
ployed in  a  fuitable  uation.  The  engaging  pictures 
of  poffible  felicity  in  a  fociety  fo  confiituted  were 
very  captivating  to  youth  ;  and  as  the  members  of 
the  lodge  were  enjoined  to  promulgate  their  doc- 
trines by  all  poffible  means,  they  obtained  many 
profelytes. 

Wdfhaupt  had  long  entertained  a  fcheme  for  efta- 
blifhing  an  afTociation  which  in  time  fhould  govern  the 
world.  The  fyflem  of  cofmopolitifm  was  fo  favour- 
able to  his  views,  that  he  took  great  pains  to  inculcate 
it  in  the  minds  of  thofe  numerous  pupils  whom  his 
high  reputation  as  a  profeffi^r  of  civil  law  drew  to  his 
le^ures.  He  employed  his  eloquence  in  defcribing 
the  abfurdity  and  horrors  of  fuperflition  with  fucn 
effeft,  that  his  youthful  audience  eafily  underwent 
the  inviting  tranfition  to  general  infidelity  and  irre- 
%ion.  With  this  afcendancy  over  the  minds  of 
feveral  youths  of  good  family,  he  became  the 
founder  of  a  new  fe£l ;  and  his  emiiTaries  had 
already  been  very  fuccefsful  in  procuring  adherents, 
when  the  audacity  of  the  lodge  Theodore  occafioned 
alarms  in  the  eleftor  of  Bavaria,  who  difcovering 
too  late  that  the  feft  of  Illuminati  had  taken 
deep  root,  and  produced  the  moft  dangerous  effisfts 
in  his  dates,  endeavoured  to  fupprefs  them,  but  in 
vain.  He  baniflied  Weifliaupt,  together  with  two 
Italian  marquifes,  and  one  Zwack  a  counfellor, 
his  devoted  adherents,  and  imprifoned  feveral 
others. 

'  Weifhaupt  fuUenly  retired,  refufing  'a  proffered 
penfion,  to  Regenfburg  on  the  confines  of  Switzer- 
land. Confiding  in  the  early  fuccefs  of  his  projeds^ 
and  the  nupibers  of  his  profelytes  in  different  coun* 
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tries,  he  boldly  wrote  in  defence  of  the  fed  of  Illu- 
MiNATi ;  knowing  that  inquiry  would  inftigate  cu- 
riofity,  and  that  if  Tome  were  led  to  abhor  and  dread 
the  new  fociety,  many  would  be  induced  to  inquire 
after  and  embrace  it,  while  the  great  majority  of 
mankind,  wrapt  in  fecurity,  would  be  indifferent 
to  its  progrefs. 

The  pnnciples  of  the  Illuminati,  as  denounced 
to  the  eledor  of  Bavaria  by  fome  apoftates  who  had 
not  attained  any  very  exalted  rank,  were  thefe  :— 
The  order  was  to  abjure  Chriftianity ;  and  to 
refufe  admiilion  to  the  higher  degrees  to  all  who 
adhered  to  any  of  the  three  confeffions.  Senfual 
pleafures  were  reftored  to  the  rank  they  held  in 
the  Epicurean  phiiofophy.  Self-murder  was  juf- 
tified  on  floical  principles.  In  the  lodges,  death 
was  declared  an  eternal  deep*  Patriotifm  and 
loyalty  were  called    narrow-minded   prejudices. 
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**  and  incompatible  with  univerfal  benevolence. 
^^  Continual  declamations  were  made  on  liberty 
**  and  equality,  as  the  unalienable  rights  of  man. 
*'  The  baneful  influence  of  accumulated  property 
**  was  declared  an  infurmountable  obftacle  to  the 
**  happinefs  of  any  nation,  whofe  chief  laws  were 
framed  for  its  protection  and  increafe.  Nothing 
was  fo  frequently  difcourfed  of  as  the  propriety 
of  employing  for  a  good  purpofe  the  means  which 
the  wicked  employed  for  evU  purpofes;  and  it 
^  was  taught,  that  the  preponderancy  of  good  in 
^  the  ultimate  refult  confecrated  every  mean  em- 
^^  ployed,  and  that  wifdom  and  virtue  cQnfifted  in 
^  properly  determining  this  balance."  Thefe  prin* 
ciples  were  denied  by  Weifhaupt ;  who  was  un- 
doubtedly angry  that  fa6ts  of  fuch  importance 
Hiould  be  difclofed  to  aflfociates  fo  young,  and  whofe 
fidelity  had  not  been  fufEciently  infured :  but  the 
information  gained  by  fubfequent  difdofures  iiilly 
evinces  that  the  conuaunicatioa  was  ftri£Uy 
true. 

The 
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The  young  tnembers  were  not  immediately  ac^- 
tnitted  to  a  knowledge  of  thefe  principles :  had  they 
been  difclofed  ere  the  mind  was  properly  prepared, 
terror  and  amazement  would  have  repelled  many 
profelytes.  To  induce  them  to  wander  ui  the  mazes 
of  depravity,  it  was  neceffary  to  decorate  the  en- 
trance with  emblems  of  wifdom  and  virtue:  for 
this  purpofe,  when  any  of  the  elder  adepts  had  di& 
covered  a  perfon  whom  they  judged  fit  for  thdr 
purpofe,  (perfons  whom  they  were  no  lefs  careful 
to  examine  than  diligent  to  feek,)  they  made  a 
point  to  gain  his  confidence  by  fuch  declarations 
and  fentiments  as  are  moft  captivating  to  a  virtuous 
and  benevolent  mind,  while  they  fecured  his  grati- 
tude and  attachment  by  extending  the  refources  and 
emboldening  the  efforts  of  his  genius.  At  his  firft. 
entrance  into  the  fociety,  the  novice  was  encouraged 
to  hope  every  thing  if  he  rendered  himfetf  worthy 
of  a  more  intimate  confidence.  By  difplaying  ihewy 
thefes,  and  ufing  the  pupil  to  reafon  on  them  *with 
fucce^,  they  imparted  a  habit  and  readinefs  of  dif- 
putation;  and  the  novice,  accuflomed  to  combat 
received  notions  as  prejudices,  was  led  by  impercep-^. 
tible  degrees  to  oppofe  the  mofl  confirmed  do&rines 
in  religion  and  government.  His  gradations  to  the 
higher  claffes  were  performed  with  a  rapidity  or  pro^ 
craftination.  proportionate  to  the  ardour  he  difplayed 
in  qualifying  himfelf  for  the  more  concealed  arcana 
and  more  atrocious  confidence.  In  proportion  as 
he  advanced  in  the  path  of  profelytifm,  he  was  en- 
couraged with  new  gradations,  new  dilclofures,  and 
new  employments,  till  at  lail,  not  without  many  oc- 
cult ceremonies  and  formal  abjurations  and  profef- 
fions,  he  was  inflated  in  the  full  dignities  of  the  fu- 
perior  clafs. 

The  degrees  to  be  pafTed  through  were  thefe  :— 
id  clafs,  or  nurfery ;  preparation,  novice,  minerval, 
illuminatus  minor. — ad  clafs;   apprentice,  fellow- 
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ctaft,  mafter,  flluminatus  major,  illuminatus  dlri« 
gens.-— 3d  clafs ;  prefbyter,  prince,  magus,  rex. 

Some  pupils,  whofe  minds  were  not  fuiEciently 
s^t,  or  whofe  principles  were  too  firmly  rooted  to 
anfwer  the  purpofes  of  the  feft,  were  initiated  only 
in  the  degrees  of  the  firft  clafs,  and  there  left  with  a 
full  perfuafion  of  the  innocence  and  laudable  views 
of  the  fociety.  They  omitted  no  means  which  in- 
genuity could  devife,  or  perfeverance  eflfeft,  to  in- 
creafe  their  influence,  and  attain  a  refpedlable  and 
,  permanent  Qftablifhment.  They  acquired  the  direc- 
tion of  colleges,  and  even  founded  fchools  and  fe- 
minaries  of  their  own.  They  aflumed  the  entire 
dire£kion  of  the  literary  tafte  in  Germany,  by  pro- 
moting the  fale  of  books  favourable  to  their  views, 
and  fuppref&ng  fuch  as  were  of  a  coi^trary  tendency. 
This  they  were  enabled  to  efFeft  by  an  intimate  in- 
tercourfe  with  eminent  bookfellers,  and  by  obtain- 
ing an  afcendancy  in  the  moil  celebrated  reviews 
and  literary  journals.  They  founded  reading-rooms 
and  book-focieties,  where,  for  a  trifling  fubfcription, 
their  publications  were  put  into  the  hands  of  the  in- 
digent ;  where  curiofity  was  piqued  by  difcuffion 
and  eulogium;  and  content  baniihed  by  difputa- 
tiotis,  in  which  the  civil  and  religious  condition  of 
man  was  expofed,  in  a  fty le  which  could  not  fail  of 
itiflaming  the  mind,  and  producing  clamour  and 
diiafledion. 

Nor  was  the  female  fex  exempt  from  their  arts : 
towards  them  they .  exhibited  a  mode  of  condud: 
equally  infidious  and  pernicious.  Their  defire  of 
information  was  ftudioufly  excited,  and  their  atten- 
tion directed  to  works  which  tended  to  make  them 
diifatisfied  with  their  ftation  in  fodety,  and  taught 
them  to  afpire  to  a  rank  yet  untried.  In  claiming 
their  independence,  they  were  taught  to  undervalue 
that  quality  which  formed  their  mod  exalted  notion 
of  honour — chaftity}  and  no  eflfort  of  mental  fe- 

du£tiou 
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du€don  or  perfonal  blandiflmient  was  omitted  to  re« 
duce  them  to  a  level  which,  under  pretence  of  li« 
berry,  would  place  them  in  abjeft  fubjeftion  to 
dieir  tutors :  at  the  fame  time,  to  prevent  difcoveries 
which  would  have  produced  &tal  confequences,  the 
deluded  viAims  were  taught  to  carry  to  their  own 
lips  thofe  baleful  compofitions  which  counterafl  the 
operations  of  nature,  and  deprive  of  exigence  the 
femi-animate  offspring. 

The  great  fource  from  which  they  drew  their 
members,  the  bafis  on  which  they  refted  for  ac« 
quittal  in  cafe  of  fufpicion,  and  the  grand  mafs  into 
which  they  affeded  to  cefolve  the  principles  of  their 
fodety,  were  the  lodges  of  free-mafons.  Free- 
maibnry,  imported  into  France  by  fome  Britifli  ad*  . 
venturers  who  followed  the  fortunes  of  James  11, 
had  fpread  over  many  countries  of  the  continent, 
and  lodges  were  formed  correfponding  with  thofe 
irom  whom  they  derived  their  origin.  According 
to  the  different  genius  of  different  countries,  this 
benevolent  focial  inftitution  was  disfigured  by  pe« 
dantry,  or  difgraced  by  vanity  and  foppery ;  till  the 
maibnry  of  the  continent  refembled  only  in  a  flight 
degree  the  profeffion  of  the  Britifh  lodges.  In  fome 
ftates  they  were  confidered  harmlefs,  in  fome  flightly 
obierved,  but  in  others  regarded  with  the  moft  vi- 
gilant Jealoufy.  In  the  papal  dominions  in  parti- 
cular, free-mafons  were  declared,  prima  faciei  excom- 
municated, obliged  to  hold  their  affemblies  with  the 
moft  cautious  privacy,  and  even  to  maintain  watch- 
men to  prevent  the  intrufions  of  the  civil  power. 
Weifhaupt's  new  fed,  as  its  exigence  was  derived 
from  a  corrupt  mafonic  lodge,  affeded  to  be  an  in- 
tegral part  of  mafonry,  or  rather  a  fuperior  direfting 
clafs.  The  degrees  were  fimilar  in  name,  though 
widely  different  in  import  from  the  mafonic  de» 
grees  * ;  ai^d  the  frere  infinuanty  or  recruiting  bro- 
ther, 

*  I  have  griven  (Appendix,  N«  VI.)  a  genuine  copy  of  the  drploma 
of  a  bighJj  refpcAable  Engli^  gentleman,  who  was  admitted  a  men. 
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ther,  while  leacfing  his  pupils  through  thefe  different 
degrees,  felt  extreme  regret  if,  from  his  perverfenefs 
or  incapacity,  he  was  obliged  to  leave  him  amongfl: 
the  free-mafons.  This  artful  involution  of  charac- 
ters afforded  the  Illuminati  the  means  of  repel- 
ling fufpicion,  by  citing  the  teftimony  of  thofe  whom 
they  had  left  in  the  mere  rank  of  mafons,  and  by 
vouching  the  exemplary  charafter  of  many  members 
of  that  body,  whofe  names  alone  formed  a  fufiicient 
guaranty  that  no  confpiracy  would  be  conduced  by 
a  fociety  of  which  they  were  members  **. 
Conf€.  While  at  Berlin,  Mirabeau  attradled  the  particular 

qu€m:e$  o  j^^^j^^  ^f  Weilhaupt,  who,  through  the  medium  of 
beau's  be-  MauviUou,  a  Frenchman,  lieutenant-colonel  in  the 
inui^»"  fervice  of  the  duke  of  Brunfwick,  imparted  to  Mi-, 
tuf.  rabeau  the  honors  of  a  noviciate ' ;   and  from  his 

ardent  character,  and  facility  of  exertion,  there  is 
every  reafon  to  fuppofe  he  was  fpeedily  admitted  to 
a  participation  of  the  higher  fecrets  of  the  order. 
Mirabeau's  connexion  with  this  fociety  probably 
produced  fome  of  the  moft  defperate  exceffes  and 
daring  charaSeriftics  of  the  French  revolution,  as 
it  facilitated  the  union  between  the  confpirators  and 
freethinkers  in  Paris,  and  thofe  in  the  provinces  and 
in  foreign  countries;  as  it  formed  the  bafis  of  a 
moil  extend ve  confederacy  and  correfppndence  \ 
and  as  it  delivered  the  lodges  in  France  to  the  in- 
fluence of  the  duke  of  Orleans,  who,  fome  time 
before,    by    dint    of    money    and    intrigue,    had 


ber  of  a  lodge  at  Palermo  in  i76f,at!caft  nine  years  bcfoie  Wei  fhau  pi's 
fcft  wai  in  exigence.  The  reader  will  obfcrve,  tl»at  the  expreffions 
and  allufions  are  ftriflly  confonant  wiih  the  dcfciipiiuns  of  Robi(on  in 
the  Chapter  of  Schifins  in  Free-mafonry. 

*  It  i«  hardly  neceflary  to  inform  the  reader,  that  the  above  account 
of  the  Illuminati  is  derived  from  Mcmoirts  pour  lervir  a  l*Hitbiredu 
Jacobinifme,  par  Barruel  5  and  Proofs  of  a  Confpirary  againft  all  tUe 
Keligions  and  Governments  of  Europe,  by  John  Robifon,  A.M.— 
world  which  merit  frequent  and- attentive  perufaJ,  and  claim  profound 
contemplation. 

<  Robifon's  Proofij  p.»76» 

been 
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been  conlUtuted  grand-mafter.  In  Mirabeau  it 
produced  immediately  a  perceptible  change  of  man- 
ners and  purfuits.  All  the  levity  and  frivo- 
lity of  his  difpofition  feemed  fuddenly  difcarded ; 
he  became  obfequiouily  obfervant  of  Mauvillon's 
inftrudtions,  and  exprefled  the  moft  laudable  defire 
to  increafe  his  knowledge,  eftablifh  his  fame,  and 
augment  his  utility  ^  Among  other  fchemes  in  ' 
which  he  embarked  was  one  which  marks  the  ge- 
nius and  views  of  the  Uluminati  in  the  moft  forcible 
manner,  namely,  to  acquire  a  correal  ftatiflical  and 
topographical  knowledge  of  every  country  in  Eu- 
rope. He  acquired  fuch  an  acquaintance  with  Pruf- 
fia  and  Saxony,  and  frequently  exprefled  his  wi(h 
and  refolution  to  extend  refearch  '. 

Mirabeau  rendered  an  important  fervice  to  his  af-  Puhfifties 
fociates  by  his  EJai/ur  la  Sede  des  Illumines.  The  ^^I't"" 
difcoveries  which  had  been  already  made  refpefting 
the  fociety  had  infufed  a  fpirit  of  fufpicion  and  jea- 
loufy  extremely  dangerous  to  their  exiftence.  Mi- 
rabeau had  no  reafon  to  expeft  that  the  king  of 
Pruilia  would  favour  their  eftablifhment  in  his  dates, 
and  therefore,  to  avert  fufpicion  and  make  difcovery 
ridiculous,  he  produced  this  effay.  It  is  written  in 
the  flyle  of  a  man  who,  heated  with  a  new  difco- 
very, and  exafperated  by  the  detection  of  concealed 
villany,  feels  impatient  to  impart  his  fentiments,  and 
eager  for  their  making  a  proper  impreffion.  The 
difclofures  it  contains  are  not  new,  as  they  had 
been  previoufly  dated  in  various  publications ;  but 
they  are  involved  with  fo  many  improbable  fictions 
and  fallacious  reafonings,  that  a  perfon  who  fhould 
after  that  time  fpeak  of  the  feft  of  Uluminati  as  a 
fubjed  of  terror,  or  an  objeft  of  jurifprudential  re- 
ilraint,  muf^  be  content  to  father  all  the  improba- 
bilities %  introduced  in  Mirabeau*s  elfay.  He  could 
not  (late  any  fundamental  truths  which  were  not 

^  See  Lettres  a  MauTiIlpnj  paflim.  t  Idcni^ii|«  &c« 

a  4  there 


tS  M I  R  A  B  £  A  U. 

there  advanced,  and  the  ingenuity  of  oppofitlon 
could  hardly  fail  of  afcribing  his  fears  and  his  inteU 
Ugence  to  the  fame  fource,  and,  by  confequence, 
of  decrying  the  reafoner  as  one  who,  being  himfelf 
impofed  on  by  iables,  and  terrified  by  chimeras,  was 
folicitous  to  extend  impofture,  and  perpetuate 
groundlefs  alarm.  Robifon  juftly  ftyles  this  one 
of  the  ftrangeft  and  moft  impudent  performances 
that  ever  appeared.  *'  Mirabeau  (he  adds)  con- 
**  fided  in  his  own  powers  of  deception,  in  order  tq 
*'  fcreen  from  obfervation  thofe  who  were  known 
*'  to  be  llluminatij  and  to  hinder  the  rulers  from 
attending  to  their  real  machinations,  by  means  of 
this  ignis  fatuus  of  his  own  brain.  He  gained 
*'  his  point  in  fome  meafure,  for  Nicholai  and 
**  others  of  the  junto  immediately  adopted  the 
^^,  whim,  and  called  them  Obfcuranten^  and  joined 
**  with  Mirabeau  in  placing  on  the  lift  of  Obfcuran-^ 
^^  ten  feveral  perfons  whom  they  wifhed  to  make 
**  ridiculous  ^*' 
Ketumt  to  When  the  meafure  of  affembling  the  notables  was 
'^•'"*  refolved  on,  Mirabeau  returned  to  Paris,  hoping 
that  his  connection  with  the  minifter  would  procure 
him  the  appointment  of  fecretary  to  that  aflembly. 
He  was  however  difappointed  :  the  frmdUons  of  the 
office  had  been  divided,  and  fome  perfons  appointed 
before  bis  arrival,  with  whom,  as  he  pretends,  he 
could  not  ad  ;  but  mor^  probably  he  had  been  en- 
tirely difregarded  by  Calonne.  This  opinion  is 
rendered  more  likely  by  the  ill  fuccefs  of  Mirabeau's 
application  for  a  miffion  to  Holland,  which  the  mi- 
nifter refufed,  giving  Mirabeau  to  underftand  that 
he  had  better  have  ftayed  at  Berlin  ^. 
Fch.  1797.  He  was  determined  neverthelefs  to  render  himfelf 
confpicuous  ;  or,  in  his  own  words,  to  plant  himfelf 

iftbbins'  •  ^  Prooff  of  a  Confpiracy,  p.  370.-*  As'Mirabeau's  Efljy  is  extremely 

]  DDing  y      fcarce  and  little  known  in  England,  I  have  given  a  general  abftrafl  of 

the  contents,  together  with  a  tranflation  of  the  rreface  and  (bmc 

remarkable  paflages.    See  Appendix,  N^  VII, 
s  Lettres  a  Mauvillon^  p.  189. 198, 199. 
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in  the  breach,   even  if  he  got  his  head  broke  ^. 
Though   Calonne's  refufal  engendered  a  coldnefs 
between  him  and  Mirabeau,  yet  he  did  not  carry 
his  regret  or  refentment  to  the  extreme  of  quarrel- 
ling with  the  minifler ;  on  the  contrary,  in  his  firft 
publication  after  his  arrival,  called  Denonciatian  de 
rjfgiotage  au  Rot  et  a  FAjffemblee  des  Notables^  he  at- 
tacked Necker  with  fo  much  vigour,  as  to  occafion 
fufpicions  that  his  work  was  a  mere  venal  produc- 
tion.    He  acknowledged  that  his  book  was  replete 
with  faults ;  that  it  was  compofed  with  too  much 
rapidity  to  be  good ;  that  it  appeared  furcharged 
with  matter,  for  want  of  arrangement ;  and  that  he 
paid  more  attention  to  his  fubjeft  than  to  his  plan. 
Yet  it  had  a  prodigious    and    unexampled    fuc- its  Aieceff. 
cefs :   The  greater  part  of  the  notables,  the  heads 
of  bodies  corporate,  the  better  fort  of  every  clafs, 
congratulated  and  thanked  him.     From  the  offices 
of  notaries  to  the  drefling-rooms  of  belles,  he  was 
read,  extolled,  and  quoted.     He  fays,  '^  Tou  can 
^^  form  no  idea  of  the  effeA  it  has  produced,  and 
^  how  likely  it  is  to  occafion  an  earthquake,  even 
**  under  the  very  fteps  of  the  fanAuary  *.** 

Mirabeau  avers  that,  on  his  arrival  in  Paris,  Ca-  Order 
lonne  had  caufed  him  to  be  founded  on  the  fubjed  '^"*J^  !J. 
of  employing  his  pen  in  the  fervice  of  adminiftra-  rabcau, '" 
tion  ;  but  that  Mirabeau  declined  the  taik,  and  con- 
tinued to  folicit  a  diplomatic  miflion.     His  failure 
in  obtaining  this  obje£l,  and  fome  difrefpedful  ex-  * 
prdfions  of  the  minifter,  inflamed  him  to  a  certain 
degree  of  refentment ;  but  his  ftill  greater  diflike  of 
Necker,  and  perhaps  the  view  of  attaching  himfelf 
with   advantage  to  another   party,    prevented  his 
joining  the  oppofition.     The  freedom  of  his   re-i«thMar. 
marks  however  was  fo  injurious  and  offenfive  to  go- 
vernment, that  though,  in  confequence  of  his  pam- 

k  Letter\a  Mauvillon*  p.  189. 
*  IdeiD>  p.  19s.  S03.  io6.  i43» 
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phlet,  an  order  was  iflfued  tending  to  reprefs  ftock- 
jobbing,  it  was  accompanied  with  one  to  arreft  the 
author  *". 
Hcefcapes.  On  receiving  information  of  this  intention,  Mira- 
beau  was  perfuaded  to  retire  from  Paris,  and  con- 
ceal himfelf  near  Liege.  Convinced  that  the  order 
againft  him  was  a  mere  cabinet  intrigue,  which 
would  foon  be  counterafted  by  other  intrigues,  he 
would  have  fubmitted  to  an  arreft  which  he  knew 
could  only  produce  a  temporary  inconvenience,  and 
in  the  end  enhance  his  reputation ;  but  he  was 
given  to  underftand  that  the  Baftille  was  not  in- 
tended for  his  prifon,  and  that  he  would  be  con* 
fined  in  a  caftle  in  a  remote  province,  where  he 
might  wear  out  his  life  in  oblivion.  This  deter* 
7th  April,  mined  him  to  make  his  efcape.  He  judged  rightly 
isfccailcd.  of  the  motives  and  duration  of  the  proceedings 
againft  him.  The  oppofition  murmured  j  and 
the  miniftry,  five  in  fix  of  whom  had  ever  been 
adverfarious  to  his  arreft,  now  feeling  a  greater 
alarm  from  his  abfence  than  even  his  prefence  could 
infpire,  began  to  make  overtures  of  accommodationt 
Calonne  himfelf  wrote  him  a  letter,  in  which  he  im- 
puted the  inimical  meafure  to  the  abbe  Perigord ; 
and  Dupont  affured  him  that  he  would  inftantly 
apply  to  the  king  to  permit  his  return  to  Paris ;  and 
addrefled  him  throughout  in  a  ftyle  the  moft  con-» 
ciliating  and  confiderate  ^ 
Hopes,  From   the    circumftances    attending    his   recal, 

Mirabeau,  had  no  reafon  to  doubt  that  the  miniftry 
would  be  induced  by  fear  to  employ  him,  and  that 
they  would  enable  him  to  make  an  honourable  re- 
treat, that  duty  might  keep  him  filent.  But  before 
his  return  to  Paris,  Calonne  was  difmifled,  and  with 
the  new  miniftry  fuch  motives  would  operate  rathep 
tnd  difap-  to  prevent  than  occafion  his  employ.  His  hopes  re-r 
pointiBcnt,  yived  wjien  he  underftood  that  de  Brienne  was,  ia 

^  Letters  a  Mauvillon^  p.  toi,  i  Idem,  p.  204..  so8.  tit* 
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fBL&y  to  be  confidered,  and  would  foon  be  appointed 
prime  minifter  "• 

Mirabeau  had  long  entertained  a  contemptuous  Writes 
opinion  of  Necker",  and,  perhaps,   thought  thatjp'^ 
appearing  as  his  opponent  at  this  criiis  would  ad* 
Fance  him  greatly  in  the  minifter's  favour.     He  had 
a  fair  opportunity  of  doing  this,  as  a  private  letter 
written  by  him  had  been  very  unhandfomely  pub* 
Jifhed,  and  placed  Mirabeau  in  fuch  a  fituation  that 
he  could  not  avoid  defending  his  own  produ£Uon. 
He  wrote  a  pamphlet  which  he  defcribes  in  thefe    May, 
terms :  "  I  have  produced  a  pamphlet  which  will 

pleafe  you.     I  have  exerted  my  whole  force  as  a 

difputant)  a  calculator,  and  even  as  a  fophiil.  It 
^*  is  a  pretty  game  of  chefs,  which  I  have  played 
^*  with  great  caution,  and  he  will  infallibly  be  check 
«  mated  ^" 

Either  de  Brienne  did  not  make  fuch  advances  as  ^^"ns  % 
Mirabeau  expefted,  or  the  difcernment  of  Mirabeau  ^i"h  or^* 
enabled  him  to  appreciate  the  importance  and  in- leant, 
fluence  of  a  new  fa^ion  now  rifmg  in  the  kingdom, 
called  the  Orleans'  party.     That  corrupt  and  aban- 
doned confpirator  eafily  perceived  the  importance  of 
attaching  to  his  caufe  fuch  a  man  as  Mirabeau,  who 
was  eafily  induced  to  join  a  party  which  he  hoped 
to  govern  and  direft.     If  the  plans  of  Orleans  fuc- 
ceeded  he  might  expeft  the  moft  brilliant  rewards, 
and  even  if  they  failed  he  was  not  without  his  re- ' 
compence,  while  by  uniting  with  minifters,  he  could 
only  hope  for  an  honourable  bani(hment  under  the 
name  of  a  diplomatic  employ,  or  an  obfcure  ap* 
pointment  without  importance  and  without  confi- 
dence*    As   the  bed  means  of  extending  the  in- 
fluence of  his  newly«adopted  patron,  he  imparted  to 
him  the  mylleries  of  illuminifm,  the  principles  of 

*  Letters  a  Mauvillon,  p.  s}8.  i^i^ 

*  See  Lettres  a  Chamfort»  p.  85. 

o  Lettret  a  Mauvillon,  p.  a4a,    I  do  not  know  tlie  pamphlet  al- 
luded to. 

which 
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which  feft  were  the  more  cafily  diffufed,  as  Orleans 
was  grand-mafter  of  the  order  of  iree-mafons  in 
France  p. 

^*  *®  Mirabeau  conftantly  maintained  a  correfpondence 
with  Mauvillon,  and  th^y  were  between  them  pre- 
paring for  the  prefs  the  celebrated  work  called 
Hi/ioire  de  la  Monarchic  Ptufjienne.  Mirabeau,  this 
fummer,  went  to  Berlin  to  vifit  his  friend ;  ap- 
parently with  a  view  to  forward  their  joint  labour, 
but  probably  the  chief  objeft  was  to  confer  on  the 
means  of  extending  the  influence  of  illuminifm,  and 
Sept.     forwarding  the  grand  projefts  of  that  fociety.      He 

kwgh •"*'  ^^^  Mauvillon,  and  proceeded  to  Hamburgh,  where 
he  had  fome  negotiations  to  arrange  with  the  book- 
fellers.  He  did  not  make  a  long  flay.  The  news 
he  received  from  France  was  fo  congenial  to  his 
wifhes,  that  he  refolved  to  haften  his  departure.  ITie 
Orleans'  fadbion  feemed  to  acquire  a  rapid  afcend- 
ancy,  and  Mirabeau's  letters  breathe  confidence  and 
exultation.  He  fays,  *'  As  to  the  aflfairs  of  France, 
**  be  aflured  my  day  is  coming.  The  kingdom  is 
^^  in  a  blaze.  The  parliame*nt  has  not^  been  ba- 
**  nifhed,  but  only  commanded  to  go  and  difpenfe 
juftice  at  Troyes.  The  meafure  is  equally  ab- 
furd  and  infulting.'*  He  expreffes  in  four  .letters 
written  to  Mauvillon  from  Hamburgh,  the  greateft 
impatience  to  be  in  France,  and  go  qm  trahunt 
fata  \ 
oa.         The  elements  did  not  fecond  the  eagemefs  of 

France!  ^  Mirabeau,  for  he  had  a  paflage  of  more  than  feven- 
teen  days,  perpetually  tempeiluous,  and  was  afterwards 
much  longer  than  he  had  expefted  in  reaching  Paris* 
He  found  the  public  mind  in  a  flate  perfectly  fuitcd  to 
his  views,  and  the  adive  (hare  his  connexion  with 
Orleans  compelled  him  to  take,  incroached  greatly 


f  Rohifon^s  Proofs,  p.  376.    See  Orleans. 
1  Lcttret  a  MauTiJlonj  p.  »55— 267, 
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on  his  dlIle^    Mirabeau  immediately  obtained  aHitescr^ 
favourable  change  in  his  fortune,  though  feme  con-  ^^*** 
trarieties  of  intereft  and  the  uncertainty  of  events 
kept  him  in  fufpenfey  and  prevented  his  adopting 
thofe  extremes  into    which    his    charaAer  would 
naturally   have  led   him.      In   one  letter  he  fays, 
"  A  propitious   gale  once  again    blows   on  your 
"  friend,  and  the  public  veffel,  as  well  as  your  own 
«  fkiff,  will  be  benefitted  •."     In   the  fubfequent 
letter  he  fays,    **  My  laft,  fuch  as  it  was,  will  have 
•*  led  you  to  expeft  a  change,  if  not  in  my  deftiny, 
**  in  my  lot;     Neverthelefs,  far  from  retarding  our 
"  meeting,  the   change   may  accelerate  it.   /  am^ 
"  howe'uer^  as  yet^  in  a  miji  on  thisfuhjed^  becaufe  t 
"  do  not  conftder  found  policy  exaSly  in  the  fame  light 
"  as  the  majiers  of  the  magic  lantern^  and  tbey^  asyet^ 
**  fee  nothing  but  indj/Nnd  images  on  my  fide  '•"     He 
entered  deeply  into  public  affairs,  and  the  import- 
ance attached  to  his  agency  may  be  gathered  from 
his  own  declaration,  that  during  the  eight  days  an- 
xiety which  the  royal  fitting  (that  at  which  the  duke 
of  Orleans  made  himfelf  fo  confpicuous,)  occafioned 
to  the  parliament,  he  never  had  a  minute's  leifure  \ 

Yet  with  all  this  exertion,  Mirabeau  cautioufly  CaotiM. 
avoided   committing    himfelf;    no   reproaches,   no 
calumnies  could  induce  him,   during  the  contefl: 

^  Lettret  a  Mauvilloiiy  p.  sSo.  -  In  the  correfpondence  of  Mirabeau 
with  Ilia  intimate  friend  MauviUon,  the  name  of  Orleans  it  never  men* 
tioned,  or  the  train  of  public  aifiiirs  at  all  minutely  deicribed,  thougk 
many  allufiont  are  found  to  the  political  contefts  and  tianfaftions  of  the 
day.  A  proof  of  the  extreme  caution  of  the  lUuminati  in  their  publi- 
cations,  as  no  doubt,  much  curious  information  pcifonal,  political,  and 
nyftical,  has  been  fupprefled.  For  inftance,  Mirabeau  fays  in  one 
letter  (p.  aS|),  *<  You  may  expert  by  the  next  courier  fome  curious 
"  details^  drawn  from  the  Gurdtn  of  the  Hef^ridei,^*  Yet  no  inform- 
ation  of  the  kind*  or  any  explanation  of  the  exprefliony  appears  in  tbe 
correfpondence.  There  are  alio  frequent  allufions  to  the  contents  of 
prefious  letters  which  are  obvioufly  Uipprefled. 

■  Idem,  p.aS).  The  metaphor  here  ufed  feems  to  eontain  aa 
equivocal  -allufion;  it  may  as  well  apply  to  the  interefts  of  the  feft 
which  Mirabeau  and  Mauvillon  had  embraced,  as  the  counti^y  of  which 
MauYillon  could  no  longer  be  conGdered  a  fubjeft. 

^  Idem.  ■  Idem,  p.  290. 
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between  the  king  and  parliament,  to  write  a  line  ill 
favour  of  the  popular  caufe,  and  he  abflained  with 
1788.  equal  care  from  fupporting  the  crown '.  He  em- 
PubJica-  ployed  his  leifure  in  perfeftmg,  and  fupervifing  the 
impreffion  of  La  Monarchic  Pru[j\enne  ^.  He  pro- 
duced befides  fome  pamphlets  on  foreign  politics, 
among  which  may  be  numbered  Aux  Batavesfur  le 
Statbouderatj  and  Doutes  fur  la  Liberie  de  FE/cauU 
Of  the  former  he  fpeaks  with  the  partiality  of  a 
fond  parent  *.  The  latter  is  defcribed  by  the  au- 
thor of  "  An  Hiftorical  Sketch  of  the  French  Re- 
*^  volution,**  as  denoting  a  moft  violent  and  male- 
Scpt.  volent  temper  *.  At  length  his  great  work.  La 
HisHif.  Monarchie  PrdJJienne^  iffued  from  the  prefs  in  a 
Pruffian  ^  quarto  edition  of  four  volumes,  and  an  oftavo  edi- 
monarchy,  tion  on  the  fame  day.  On  this  produftion  he  had 
bellowed  great  pains  and  confiderable  expence,  he 
had  laboured  affiduoufly  himfelf,  and  purchafed  the 
afliflance  of  Mauvillon*  From  this  circumftance, 
and  from  the  nature  of  the  fubjeft,  it  has  been  in- 
ferred that  Mirabeau  had,  in  fadt,  little  fhare  in  the 
work  **.  The  truth  is,  Mauvillon  fupplied  the  ma- 
terials, and  it  was  left  to  the  genius  and  eloquence 
of  Mirabeau  to  arrange,  to  methodize,  to  animate 
the  whole.  The  account  given  in  the  preface  to 
Mirabeau's  letters  to  Mauvillon,  which  is  ftrongly 
corroborated  by  the  whole  tenor  of  the  correfpond- 
ence,  is  as  follows :  "  Among  the  moft  lively 
**  pailions  of  the  count's  friend,  was  that  of  being' 
<^  ufeful  to  mankind.  He  had  already  attempted 
**  to  gratify  it  by  feveral  publications,  and  particu- 
larly by  developing  fome  important  truths  rela- 
tive to  political  economy.  But  from  mediocrity 
**  of  talent,  want  of  authority,  mifmanagement,  or 
•'  misfortune,    whatever   he  wrote  produced  but 

*  Letters  a  MaovilloD,  p.  374. 
7  I(|efD,  p.  a97,  et  paflim.^  *  Idem,  p.  34!.' 

*  Hiftorical  Sketch,  &c.  p*.  75. 
^  Vie  Publiqoey  &c.  p.  36. 
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*^  little  e&ed.  In  this  fituation,  he  is  advifed  bj 
«  a  celebrated  writer  to  republifli  his  Effajs,  to 
"  add  many  new  ones  ;  to  fupport  his  opinions  by 
"  fads  known,  avowed,  and  attefted  in  a  thouland 
"  works ;  he  undertakes  to  adorn  them  with  the 
"  magic  of  his  ftyle,  to  fupport  them  with  the  au- 
"  thority  of  his  name,  and  to  publifh  them  in  the 
**  raoft  univerfal  of  all  the  European  languages. 
"  Perifli,  then,  the  man  who  (hall  reproach  Mira- 
"  beau  with  not  being  the  author  of  La  Monarchie 
"  PruJJienne  %'*  Mirabeau  himfelf  thought  fo  highly 
of  this  produdion,  that  he  expefted  it  would  change 
the  ftyle  of  writing  biography  and  hiftory.  He 
mentions  it  in  thefe  terms  :  "  I  have  had  time,  my 
**  dear  friend,  to  re-perufe  our  whole  work.  Be- 
"  tween  ourfelves  be  it  faid,  it  is  truly  excellent  in 
"  every  point  of  view.  I  am  fo  enthufiaftic  in  my 
"  admiration  of  it,  that,  during  thefe  feventeen 
"  days  •*,  I  have  never  thought  of  the  probability  of 
"  lofmg  my  life ;  and  really,  it  often  feemed  to 
"  depend  on  a  turn  of  the  die,  but  the  regret  that 
"  this  precious  manufcript  would  perifh  with  me, 
"  immediately  fucceeded  the  anguilh  I  felt  at  leaving 
"my  miftrds  and  my  fon  in  diftrefs'."  The 
work,  undoubtedly,  has  confiderable  merit,  but  not 
Aifficient  to  juflify  Mirabeau*s  vanity. 

The  decree  for  convoking  the  ftates-general  in-  Hopes  on 
fpired   Mirabeau  with  frefh  hopes  and  frefh  confi-  convokinf 
dence  ^     The  recal  of  Necker  was  not  fo  agreeable  Leti^t** 
to  him  J  he  knew  that  Necker  difliked  him,  with 
good  reafon,  and  felt  that  his  own  contemptuous 
opinion  of  the  financier  was  not  altered.     He  was 
apprehenfive  that  the  miniflerial  influence  would  be 
employed  to   prevent   his  obtaining  a  feat  in  the 
ftates-general,   and  as  the  ancient  laws  of  France 

*  Avant-propot  aux  Lettret  de  Mirabeau  a  Mauvillon,  p.  15. 

'  The   period  he  was  at  Tea  in   hig  voyage  from  Hamburgh  to 
Calais. 

*  Lcttres  2i  MauTiHooj  p.  269.  ^  Idem,  p.  37z. 

were 


96  MIR  A  BEAU. 

were  not  then  abrogated  or  fuperfeded^  he  knew 
that  his  excluiion  was  very  poifible.  A  ihort 
fpecimen  of  Necker,  and  a  curfory  furvey  of  the 
public  mind,  in  a  great  meafure  quieted  his  alarms. 
He  wrote*  to  Mauvillon :  "  Necker  muft  efpoufe 
•*  the  royal  or  the  national  caufe  ;  he  has  no  other 
•*  altemarive.  If  he  adheres  to  the  firft  he  is  loft  I 
*'  If  he  adopts  the  latter  his  reign  will  not  be  long. 
^  Fear,  which  already  affails  him,  in  fpite  of  his 
**  efforts,  aided  by  refentment,  will  foon  drive  him 
**  from  the  helm.  I  do  not  confider  his  talents 
**  proportioned  to  the  exigency  of  the  times,  and 
"  the  defefts  of  his  charafter  will  fruftrate  the 
"  exertion  of  his  abilities  *.** 

Exertions.  It  now  became  highly  important  to  IVIirabeau  to 
infure  fuch  a  portion  of  popularity,  as  would  enable 
him  to  attain  the  objeft  of  his  wiffies  by  means  of 
his  partifans,  whatever  influence  might  be  exerted 
againft  him.  He  redoubled  his  attention  to  the 
mafonic  focieties,  and  exerted  himfelf  to  forward 
the  views  and  diffeminate  the  publications  of  the 
lodge  des  Chevaliers  bienfaifansy  of  which  he  was  a 
member  **.  He  was  attached  to  the  Society  of  Amis 
des  Noirs^  and  one  of  their  regulating  committee  *. 
He  alfo  contrived  to  effeft  a  reconciliation  with  his 
father,  though  it  produced  no  difplay  of  affe£Uon  on 
either  fide  ^. 

Pablica.  'Tiig  cautious  conduft  he  had  refolved  to  adopt 
was  ftill,  in  a  certain  degree,  adhered  to ;  for 
though  pamphlets  on  the  fubjeft  of  the  approaching 
meetmg  of  the  ftates-general  daily  fwarmed  from 
the  prefs,  he  refolved  to  publifh  nothing  on  the 
fubjeft  till  fecure  of  his  eleftion.  He  would  not, 
however,  fuffer  an  occafion  fo  favourable  to  politi- 
cal difcuffion  to  efcape  him,  but  wrote  Obfervatims 

I  Lettret  ^  Mauvillon,  p.  377.  jSo. 

^  Robifon*!  Proofs,  p.  4.1.  49. 

'  Mcmoiret  do  Jacobinifme,  par  Barroel,  ?oK  ii*  pi  447* 

k  Lcltret  I  MauTiiionf  p.  415. 

15  d^um 
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J^m  Voyageur  Angfois  fur  la  maifon  de  ForcCy  ap^ 
pellee  Bice t re j  fuivie  de  Reflexions  fur  les  Effets  de  la 
Severiti  des  Peines^  etfur  la  Legiflaiion  Crmmelle  de 
la  Grande  Breiagne.  He'  alfo  publiflied  a  work  on 
the  Kberty  of  the  prefs,  but  I  do'  not  know  the 
title  \ 

Previous  to  the  eleftion  for  deputies  to  the  ftates-      '789- 
general,  a  book  was  publiflied  under  the  title  of  Hiftoryof 
Hijioire  Secrete  de  la  Cour  de  Berlin.      It  confided  ihc  Court 
of  letters  written  by  Mirabeau  to  Calonne  during  *>^^«»*»n« 
his  refidence  in  Pruffia,  in  which  Frederic  11.  and 
his  fucceflbr   were  very  difrefpeftfully  treated,  as 
were  prince  Henry  of  Pruflia,   and  feveral  diftin- 
piifced  perfonages  about  the  court*     The  duke  of 
Brunfwick  was  greatly  extolled,  and  Calonne  ab- 
jedly  flattered.      The  book  was  condemned  by  the 
parliament  of  Paris,  as  the  produftion  of  an  un- 
known author,  and  burned  by  the  common  hang- 
man.   No  doubt  was  entertained  by  the  public  that 
Mirabeau  was  author  of  all,  or  the  greater  part  of 
the  letters,  but  it  was  not  clearly  afcertained  whether 
he  had  confented  to  the   publication,  or  whether 
the  mod  ofFenfive  paflTages  were  not  interpolations. 
Mirabeau  himfelf  difavowed  the  publication  in  totOj 
by  advertifements  in  the  French  and  foreign  newf- 
papers.     In  his  letters  to  Mauvillon  he  fpeaks  of  the 
book  as  one  with  which  he  is  entirely  unacquainted, 
not  having   even    read  it,    but   through   the   veil 
of  his    renunciation   it    is    eafy   to  perceive    the 
vanity  of  an   author.      His  fecretary,   in  writing 
to  the    fame   perfon,  fays,    that   to    attribute   the 
work  to    Mirabeau,  is   horrible   perfidy.      "  They 
"  have  taken  out  of  the  office  for  foreign  affairs,  his 
"  correfpondence  from   Berlin,    and   have  got   it 
"  printed  to  excite  againfl:  him  the  hatred  of  the 
"  powerful  and  the  rage  of  the  great.     Much  has 
"  been  added  to  this  coUeftion  to  render  the  fup- 

'  Letirci  a  MatTiilon,  p.  402.  436.  444. 

▼oju.  II.  H  "  pofed 
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'^  pofed  author  additionally  odious.    What  could 
*'  the  count  do  ?  Difown  the  pub^cation.    He  hai 
**  done  fo,  and  your  gazettes  \^^ill  atteft  the  dif* 
**  avowal"/*  ,  Tnis  explanation  is  by  no  means 
fatisfaftory.     Although  it  might  be  convenient  for 
Mirabeau   to  difavow  the  publication  for  fear  of 
legal  confequences,  and  even  to  write  letters  to 
Mauvillon,  which  be  might  ihew  under  nretencc  of 
confidence  at  Berlin,  ftill  in  the  ftate  France  then 
was,   Mirabeau  could  not  enhance  bis  charader 
more  than  by  a  work  tending  to  make  courts  con* 
temptible,  and  degrade  exalted  perfonages.    If  part 
of  the  publication  only  was  genuine,  it  became  t 
point  of  honor  in  him  afterwards  to  have  diftin* 
guiflied  between  the  letters  he  had  aftually  written, 
and  thofe  which  had  been  malevolently  added.    Not 
having  done  this,  his  tranquil  acquiefcence  jufHiies 
the  judgment  of  thofe  who  rank  this  imperfeft  re- 
nunciation with  the  iimilar  ads  of   Voltaire  and 
many  others,  whom  fear  of  confequences  has  in* 
duced   to   difown  publications,  which  a  fenfe  of 
reftitude  could  not  prevent  their  giving  to  the 
world  "• 
«7«9*         Mirabeau  had  acquired  a  fief  in  Dauphiny,  but 
beal?i       coufidering  Provence  as  his  natural  lituation,  rcr 
•l^aion.     folved  to  go  there  for  the  purpofe  of  being  eleftcd 
a  deputy.     He  was  aware  that  if  it  were  left  to  the 
nobility  to  elecl  their  own  reprefentatives,  he  Ihpuld 
be  excluded  by  that  clafs,  but  he  had  fome  hopes 
that  all  the  orders  would  vote  for  each  ordej,  and 
in  that  cafe  the  influence  of  the  tiers  etat  would 
fecure  his  eleftion,  as  reprefentative  of  the  nobleffe*. 
On  his  arrival  at  Aix,  he  was  received  by  the  tiers 
(tat  with  enthufiaftic  acclamation.     He  was  met  and 

"  Lettre«  a  Mauvillon,  p.  453   455.  457. 

■  On  this  ruhjea  ftc  the  tranflator's  Preface  to  the  Secret  Hiftory  of 
the  Court  of  Berlin.  Pages,  vol.  i.  p.  »7o.  Hiiioricai  Sketch,  p.  75. 
Anecdotes  du  Regne  dc  Louis  XVI.  vol.  vi,  p.  16^5. 

*  I^ttret  a  Mauvillon,  p.  445^ 
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orried  to  his  hotel,  amidft  reiterated  cries,  which 
proclaimed  him  the  defender j  the  tutelary  angel  of  the 
people^.  The  Bourgeoifie  Appointed  for  him  a 
guard  of  honor  "^y  which,  if  his  own  aflertion  may 
be  believed,  was  not  unneceiTary,  as  the  rage  of  the 
prieftbood  and  ariftocracy  ran  fo  high,  that  he  en* 
tertained  fears  of  aifailination '•  He  was  rejected 
by  the  neblejfe^  who  alledged  that  he  was  not  com^^ 
petent  to  take  a  feat  as  reprefentative  of  their  order, 
not  having  a  Qef  in  Provence  '•  During  a  recefs  of 
fittings  in  the  dates  of  Provence,  he  is  faid  to  have 
qualified  himfeif  to  reprefent  the  tiers  etat^  by  be- 
coming a  fhopkeeper.  He  opened  a  fhop  where  he 
fold  grocery  by  retail,  and  drefled  with  an  apron^ 
diftributed  his  wares,  his  politics,  and  his  bon 
mots  '•  It  is  faid  that  curiofity  attracted  fo  many 
purchafers  to  his  fliop,  that  his  fale  amounted  to 
three  hundred  louis-d'ors  a-day,  and  the  firit  day 
produced  fifteen  thoufand  livres  (656A  5/.).  He 
vas  eleded  prefident  of  the  order  of  the  tiers  etaty  and 
always  in  public  feated  under  a  canopy.  When  he 
Went  to  the  play,  he  was  efcorted  by  fifty  young  men 
in  uniform,  and  had  a  box  fet  apart  for  him.  Fire* 
Woiks,  balls,  ferenades,  and  continual  dances  under 
his  windows  teftified  his  popularity.  The  people 
look  off  his  horfes  and  drew  his  carriage,  and  he 
vas  honored  with  a  triumph  ;  a  crown  was  placed 
on  his  head,  and  he  entered  Aix  amidft  a  difcharge 
of  artillery,  and  fhoutsof  "  God  fave  the  king!  God 
**  6ve  Mirabeau !"  Similar  marks  of  refpeft  were 
piad  to  himat  Marfeilles,  where  he  was  eleded  deputy 
to  well  as  at  Aix,  but  he  took  his  feat  for  the 
latter  •* 

>  Lcttres  &  MauTiIIon,  p.  44^. 
'  P«g«8,  vol.  i.  p.  St. 
'  Leuret  a  Mauvillon,  p.4st. 
*  Anecdotes  da  Regne  de  Louis  XVl.  vol.  vi.  p.  %C^. 
»  Phyfair't  Hiftory  of  Jacobinifmj  p.  iij. 
)  Anetdotei  du  Regnt  de  LouU  XVI.  to],  vi.  p.  %Sf.    Moore*t 
'^W,  foKi.  p.  173,    Lcttret  a  Mauvilloni  p.  456, 
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His  do-        A  popular  aflembly  was  the  precife  fphere  in 
qucncc.     ^j^j^j^  Mirabcau  could  difplay  himrelf  to  advantage. 
He  was,  as  madame  Roland  juftlyobferves,  "formed 
*'  to  command  the  vulgar,  to  concentrate  in  one 
**  focus  the  opinions  of  the  wife,  and  to  prefent 
*'  them  with  that  force  of  genius  which  compels 
"  olcdicnce  the  moment  it  is  difplay  ed*."     In  the 
national  aflembly,  where  moft  of  the  members  read 
their  fpecches,  he  was  among  the  few  who  poffeffed 
the  gift  of  extempore  eloquence,  which  befides  its 
more  forcil^le  impreflion  afforded  him  great  advan- 
tage in  replies,  and  in  thofe  quick  turns  of  farcaftic 
raillery  which  conflituted  his  forte  *".     He  continued 
firmly  attached  to  Orleans,  and  forwarded  all  his 
views,  hoping,  in  cafe  of  his  fuccefs,  to  attain  the 
fituation  of  prime  minifter  *.     His  oppofition  to  the 
court  was  therefore  fyftematic,  conftant,  and  violent. 
Piiiilirhes        As   a  means   of  propagating  his   principles,  re- 
a  journal,    jj^^jpg  the  debates  of  the  aflembly  in  his  own  man- 
ner, and  cft'edtuaJly  ferving  his  party,  he  undertook 
the  direftion   of  a    daily   paper,  which   he  called 
"  Lettres  de  Mirabeau  afes  CorrimettansV      Its  ap- 
pearance was,  for  a  (hort  time,  prevented  by  au- 
thority, but  Mirabeau  eafily  furmounted,  or  refo- 
lutely  braved    every   impediment,   and  began  his 
publication   foon   after   the    fitting  of    the    ftates- 
gener.l1.     The  expeftation  excited  by  this  under- 
takin:^  was  fo  favourable,  that  in  a  week  after  the 
publication   of  the  profpeftus,  fubfcriptions  to  the 
amount    of     more    than    thirty    thoufand    livres 
(1312/.  roj.)  were  lodged  at  his  bookfeller's  for 
the  firfl:  three  months  delivery  *.     This  paper,  which 
was  afterwards  continued  under  the  name  of  Li 
Courier  de  Pro'-cence^  was  highly  ferviceable  to  Mira- 

»   Appeal  to  Imp:?rti.»l  Poflrnty,  vol.i.  p.  S4« 

y  Set  Hrtlnr  Yonng\  Travels,  p.  110 

»  Hiiioiicat  sketch,    p.  80.      Conjuration  dc  d*0r]eanf9   vol.  ii« 

P    3'. 

■  Playfuir^s  Hift^iy  of  Jacobtnifirii  p.  114. 

beau's 


MIR  ABE  A  U.  101 

teau*s  views,  as  it  gave  additional  weight  and  con- 
fequence  to  his  party,  and  augmented  his  popularity 
in  the  capital. 

Mirabeau's  eloquence  and  manner  of  attack  were  HUbDid. 
new  to  the  French  ;  and-  though  the  difpofition  of  "*^''* 
the  public  mind,  and  the  mafs  of  feditious  pamphlets 
which  preceJed  the  meeting  of  the  ftates-general 
might  have  induced  an  expectation  of  violent  pro- 
ceedings, both  parties  feem  to  have  regarded  him 
wh  aftonifhment.  The  privileged  orders  faid  that 
his  infidious  and  fatal  eloquence  inflamed  and  ex- 
afperated  the  commons ;  while  many  of  the  tiers 
^tf/ declared  their  apprehenfions  that  his  exce(five 
zeal  would  be  fatal  to  the  public  caufe  **•  The  firft  Judgment, 
topic  which  agitated  the  tiers  etat  was  the  verifica- 
tion of  orders,  in  which  Mirabeau  rook  a  dif- 
tinguifljed  fhare,  and,  befides  the  inflammatory 
effeft  of  his  eloquence,  his  quicknefs  of  apprehen- 
fion,  and  ready  perception  of  the  ftrong  and  weak 
parts  of  a  cafe,  greatly  facilitated  the  triumph  of  his 
party.  After  trying  in  vain,  feveral  meflages  in-  ar^^May. 
Tidng  the  nobility  to  Join  with  the  tiers  etat  in  the 
common-hall  to  verify  their  powers,  he  fuggefted 
the  expedient  of  conjuring  the  clergy,  iti  the  name  of 
the  God  of  peace  ^  to  unite  with  them  for  the  benefit 
of  the  nation.  Though  the  clergy  had  the  addrefs 
to  evade  this  propofal,  yet  the  refult  of  the  meiTages 
rendered  them  extremely  unpopular,  and  made  it 
almoft:  impoffible  for  them  to  maintain  their  point  *". 
After  feveral  weeks  of  affefted  moderation,  during  nthjuno. 
which  the  feftious  leaders  were  trying  their  ftrength, 
and  endeavouring  to  exs^fperate  the  public,  the  tiers 
etat  refolved  to  confl;itute  themfelves,  and  leave  to 
the  other  two  orders  the  choice  of  joining  them,  or 
becoming  odious  and  infignificant.  On  this  fubjeft 
a  debate  of  confiderable   length   took  place,  and 

^  Lettreii  a  Mauvillon,  p.  464. 
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occupied  the  affembly  for  -  four  days.     Mirabdau, 
though  ill  of  the  ague,  attended  conftantly,  even 
while  under  the  operation  of  fudorifics,  and  fpoke 
three  times  from  the  tribune  while  attacked  by 
(hivering  fits^       His  wifh  was  that  the  affembly 
Ihould  be  declared  reprefentatives  of  the  French 
people  (jpeuple).    In  this  he  had  great  obftacles  to 
furmount,  as  the  term  peuple^  in  French,  unlike 
people  in  Englifh,  was    ordinarily  applied  to   the 
lower  clafs,  or  mere  rabble.     He  fucceeded  in  re- 
moving  this  prejudice,    but   failed    in  his    grand 
».5»^«     objeft.     The  majority  adopted  a  motion  of  M.  le 
aaacity!    Grand,    and    affumed    the    title   of   national    of 
fewbly  %     In  oppofing  a  metaphyfical  definition  pro- 
.  pofed  by   Syeyes,  Mirabeau   difplayed  great  judg- 
ment, fenfe,  and  knowledge ;  he  diftinguifhed  ably 
between  the  adual  ftate  of  man  in  fociety,  and  the 
-abftraft  reprefentation  of  him  which  may  be  fitted 
for  mere  verbal  difcuffion,  and  illuftrated  his  diC. 
tinftion  by  the  difference  of  tracing  countries  on 
a  painted   map,    and  traverfing   the   face  of  the 
globe.      In  the  former  all  is    level    and   moun« 
tainous    deferts,    rivers,    and    abyffes    oppofe    no 
impediments,  but   the  traveller  is  obliged  to  con- 
fider  the  face  of  Nature  as  fhe  exifts,  to  provide 
againft  difficulties,  refift  obftacles,  and  keep  con- 
ftantly  in  mind  that  he  is  in  a  real,  not  an  imaginary 
worlds      Though    Mirabeau   was  not  fuccefsfnl, 
ftill  his  exertions  were  much  applauded.      Some 
pains  were  taken  to  imprefs  on  the  public  a  belief 
that  he  had  been  bribed  by  the  court ;  his  charafter 
afforded  a  foundation  for  the  conjedure,  but  it  wast 
in  every  other  refpeft  improbable  *.     The  affump- 
tion  of  a  title  which  threatened  to  inveft  all  power  in 
the  tiers  etat^  and  render  the  nobility  and  clergy 

'  Lettres  a  Maiivillon,  p.  468. 
c  Debates.    Hillones.     Young^t  Travels,  p.  ito. 
f  Debates.     Moore^s  View,  vol.  i*  p.  163.      Collefiion  of  Mir«« 
beau*s  Speeches  in  the  Aflembly* 
S  Voung^s  Travelii  p.  1 14. 
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entirely  fubfenrient  to  them,  was  a  meafure  for  which 
Mirabeau  was  not  prepared.  As  a  politician  he 
vdihed  for  many  changes  in  the  form  of  govern^ 
meat;  as  an  individual^  his  ambition  would  have 
been  gratified  by  fuch  a  change  of  rulers  as  would 
have  enabled  him  to  hold  the  higheft  offices  in  the 
ftate ;  but  this  ftep  appeared  too  hazardous  at  the 
prefent  jundiure,  when  the  afcendancy  of  his  hc^ 
tion  was  not  fufficicntly  confirmed.  He  fays,  "  fup- 
^'  pofing  the  mod  favourable  event ;  that  the  king 
^  Ibould  afford  his  fandion  to  the  new  title  we  have 
"  arrogated  to  our/elves^  the  refult  will  be  that  they 
"  have  played  the  welfare  of  the  kingdom  on  a  coup 
"  at  rouge  et  noir^  where  there  is  no  advantage, 
*'  while  I  would  have  put  it  on  a  game  at  chefs, 
"  where  I  was  the  bed  player."  He  afterwards 
adds,  "  The  beft  means  to ,  render  the  revolution 
"  abortive  is  to  afk  too  much  */* 

Whatever  might  be  Mifabeau's  private  opinions,  Popolarity, 
he  ^cquiefced  in  the  meafures  of  his   party,  and 
woiild  not  riik  the  favour  of  the  people  by  a  decided 
oppofition.     He  was  highly  popular  in  Paris  ;  and 
the  following  anecdote  will  (hew  how  great  homage 
was  paid  him. — ^The  firft  night,  after  the  fitting  of 
the  aifembly,  that  Voltaire's  Brutus  was  performed, 
Mirabeau  took  a  place  in  the  fourth  tier  of  boxes. 
The  people  perceiving  him,  required  that  he  (hould 
come  down  to  a  lower  box,  and  fent  a  deputation 
to  reqi^eft  he  would  indulge  them.     He  did  more : 
he  went,  and  placed  himlelf  in  the  gallery  in  th^   t 
midil  of  the  people,  who  were  unwearied  in  teftify- 
bg  their  Iktisfadion  at  feeing  amongit  them^  their 
darling  reprefentative  *. 

Miiabeau  difplayed,  at  the  period  of  the  royal  *3tUttn*« 
fitting,  when  Necker  evinced  fo  much  perfidy,  and  f,nfng. 
the  king  fuch  benevolent  and  patriotic  intentions  ^^ 
a  degree  of  £a£Uous  intemperance  which  depioii*? 

^  Lettres  a  MauviHon*  p.  469, 
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ftrated  that  no  confideration  could  reftrain  him  iri 
Mira-  the  purfuit  of  a  favourite  objeft.  While  the  tiers 
etat  were  waiting  till  the  fuperior  orders  were  feated, 
he  ftiewed  great  impatience,  and  .required  the 
prefident  to  conduft  the  nation  immediately  to  the 
king's  prefence.  When  the  king  had  pronounced 
his  truly  paternal  and  conciliatory  harangue,  he  or- 
dered the  deputies  to  depart  and  affemble  the  fub- 
fequent  day ;  and  then  retired,  attended  by  the  no- 
bility and  the  majority  of  the  clergy.  The  tiers  etat 
remained,  but  though  animated  by  the  applaufe 
which  had  attended  their  recent  exhibition  in  the 
tennis-court,  they  feemed  at  a  lofs,  and  preferved 
filence.  The  workmen  began  to  remove  the  throne 
and  the  vacant  benches ;  ftill  the  deputies  did  not 
move  :  at  length  M.  de  Breze,  grand-mafter  of  the 
ceremonies,  entered,  and  faid  to  the  prefident, 
**  You  have  heard,  fir,  the  intentions  of  the  king.** 
BaiUy,  the  prefident,  timid  and  uncertain  how  to 
aft,  anfwered,  that  the  affembly  was  not  conftituted 
to  receive  orders  froiA  any  one.  Mirabeau  was  dif- 
fatisficd  with  this  evafion,  and  conceiving  the  oc- 
cafion  to  demand  all  his  intrepidity,  rofe,  and  ad- 
drefling  himfelf  to  M.  de  Bre^e,  (aid,  "  Yes,  we 
*'  have  heard  the  intentions  the  king  has  been  pre- 
*'  vailed  on  to  exprefs.  But  you,  who  cannot  be 
**  his  organ  in  this  affembly,  you,  who  have  nei- 
**  ther  feat,  nor  vote,  nor  any  right  to  fpeak  here, 
you  are  not  the  perfon  to  remind  us  of  his  dif- 
courfe.  However,  to  avoid  all  equivocation  and 
all  delay,  I  declare,  that  if  you  are  inftrufted  to 
make  us  leave  this  place,  you  muft  return  and 
**  demand  inftruftions  to  employ  force.  Go,  and 
"  tell  thofe  who  fent  you,  that  we  are  affembled  by 
the  will  of  the  people,  and  nothing  (hall  expel 
us  but  the  bayonet  *.**     The  effed  of  this  fpeech 
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was  the  triumph  of  the  tiers  etat.  That  body,  be- 
fore fo  irrefolute,  commenced  a  virulent  debate,  in 
which  the  royal  authority  was  derided,  and  the 
king's  perfon  and  commands  treated  with  indignity. 
Mirabeau  took  advantage  of  a  moment  fo  favour- 
able, to  move  for  a  decree  declaring  the  perfons  of 
members  inviolable,  which  was  inftantly  granted  ". 

The  refult  of  this  day  greatly  augmented  Mira-  ^7^^ 
beau's  popularity,  and  enhanced  his  importance  with  if  ©id^ 
his  party.  The  junftion  of  the  two  fuperior  orders 
\^ith  the  tiers  ctat^  which  fpeedily  followed,  extended 
his  influence,  and  with  it,  his  power  of  doing  injury 
to  thofe  he  was  inclined  to  oppofe.  On  this  event 
he  made  a  fpeech  replete  with  florid  imager}',  in 
which  he  difguifed,  under  an  appearance  of  philan- 
thropic congratulation,  his  exultation  at  an  event 
to  which  he  had  fo  materially  contributed  "• 

The  triumph  of  the  Orleans  party  over  the  court  Kxcrtian*'' 
now  feemed  fo  <?eriain  and  decided,  that  the  con- ^^^  ^'^^^^^^ 
fpirators  purfued  their  operations  without  affeding 
difguife,  and  hardly  reftrained  by  the  common  rules 
of  caution.  Mirabeau  was  guihy  of  a  flagrant  im- 
prudence, which  nothing  but  a  certainty  of  fuccefs 
could  have  occafioned.  Converfing  in  a  circle  of 
deputies,  among  whom  were  Mounier,  Bergafle, 
Duport,  and  la  Fayette,  he  praifed  the  duke  of 
Orleans  in  terms  fufiiciently  expreflive,  but  with 
fome  reftraint.  La  Fayette  quitting  the  party,  he 
became  lefs  guarded,  and  faid,  '*  Gad,  gentlemen, 
"  (hall  I  tell  you  my  mind  at  once  ? — I  think  we 
"  Ihall  never  have  made  a  ftcp  towards  liberty,  till 
<*  we  (hall  have  efFefted  a  revolution  at  court/*— 
What  revolution  do  you  mean  (faid  one) ;  what 
is  the  nature  of  the  revolution  you  wifli  ?" — "  I 
will  tell  you  without  difguife  (faid  Mirabeau)  5 
we  muft  raife  the  duke  of  Orleans  to  the  poft  of 


•  Debates.      Hiftorict.      Anecdotes  du  Regne  de  Louts  XVI. 
fol.  vi.  p.  306. 
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**  lieutenant-general  of  the  kingdom."     One  of  the 
company  reprefented,  that  It  was  not  certain  chat 
the  duke  of  Orleans  would  confent  to  aflume  the 
poft*     "  Oh,  (replied  Mirabcau,)  juake  yourfelves 
**  perfedly  eafy  on  that  point;  I  have  fpoken  to 
•*  the  duke  about  it,  who  anfwered  me  in  a  very 
"  pleafmg  manner."     This  difcourfe,  alarmed  Mou- 
nier,  who,  in  a  fubfequent  converfation,  expreffed 
his  apprehenfions  arifing  from  the  afped  of  affairs, 
*'    Why,  you  fimple  good  man  {bonhomme)^^  an- 
fwered Mirabeau,  *'  I  am  as  much  attached  to  roy- 
**  alty  as  you ;  but  what  fignifies  whether  we  have 
**  Louis  XVI.  or  Louis  XVIL  ;  or  why  fhould  we 
"  have  a  child  to  govern  us  ?'*     Mourner  expreffed 
fo  much  difapprobation  at  thefe  fentimcnts,  that  Mi* 
rabeau,  after  ibnie  vague  attempts  to  explain  away 
his  meaning,  haftily  broke  off  the  converfation  *. 
AdJrefs         The  train,  in  faft,  was  now  laid,  and  the  explolion 
th«^i^i«.  confidently  expected-     The  only  circumftance  which 
scb  July,    rellrained  the  confpirators  was  the  army  under  the 
command  of  marihal  Broglio,  which  was  affembled 
round  Paris.     To  remove  thefe  troops  became  an 
obje£l  of  the  utmoft  importance,  and  to  this  Mira* 
beau  bent  all  his  efforts.     In  a  moil  eloquent  and 
inflammatory  fpeech,  he  reprefented  to  the  affembly 
the  danger  of  thefe  preparations :  he  drew  an  ex* 
aggerated  picture  of  the  mifery  of  the  people,  the 
numbers  and  movements  of  the  troops,  and  the 
views  of  the  court ;  and  concluded  by  moving  an 
addrefs,  praying  his  majeftv  to  remove  the  army 
which  occafioned  fo  much  difquietude.    Though  it 
was  known  that  fuch  an  addrefs  was  to  be  moved^ 
and  feveral  members  had  prepared  to  oppofe  it,  the 
effect  of  Mirabeau's  eloquence  was  fuch  as  to  con« 
vince  them  of  the  inutility  of  oppofition,  and  that 
their  own  difgrace  would  be  the  only  refult.     The 

•  See  Cenjvratlon  de  d*0r1eant»  vol.  ii.  p.  6o.    Moore*s  View^ 
vo]«i.  p«ft93.    Hiftohcal  Sketch  of  the  French  Revolution,  p.  153. 
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addrefs  was  dratom  by  Mirabeau,  read  twice,  adopt* 
edy  and  prefented  by  a  deputation  of  twenty-four 
members,  among  whom  were  Mirabeau  and  Kobef- 
pierre.  It  is  a  model  of  infidious  compofition, 
where  treafon  is  plainly  ihewn  through  the  thin 
maik  of  affeded  loyalty,  and  pretended  praife  is  be* 
ilowed  on  the  monarch,  only  as  the  means  of  over- 
whelming him  with  increafed  reproach  if  he  fhould 
refufe  compKance  with  the  dictates  of  an  imperious 
aflembly.  In  anfwer  to  this  addrefs,  the  king  de- 
clared that  ti^e  tumultuous  ftate  of  the  metropolis 
was  the  reafon  for  furrounding  it  with  troops  ;  dif« 
claimed  every  idea  of  interrupting  the  debates  of  the 
aflembly  ;  and  offered,  if  the  troops  gave  any  alarm, 
to  transfer  their  fittings  to  Noyon  or  SoilTons,  and 
remove  himfelf  to  Compeigne,  to  maintain  the  ne« 
ceiTary  communication  with  them*  This  anfwer 
was  fatisfaAory  to  the  majority  of  the  affembly,  who 
were  inclined  to  rely  on  the  royal  promife ;  but  Mi- 
rabeau, alarmed  at  the  manifeftation  of  fuch  fenti- 
ments,  exprelTed  violent  difapprobation  of  the  king's 
anfwer.  He  averred  that  it  was  a  dired  refufal  of 
their  requeft  ;  and  affecting  to  doubt  the  king's  fin- 
cerity,  inferred  ftill  greater  treachery  from  the  fitu« 
adon  of  the  place  to  which  he  had  propofed  to  re* 
move  them.  He  concluded  by  obferving,  that  the 
abfence  of  the  troops  from  the  capital  was  the  prin- 
cipal objed  of  the  addrefs,  and  not  that  the  aifembly 
ihould  remove  to  a  diftance  from  the  troops.  This 
reafoning  made  gteat  impreflion  on  the  aifembly ; 
and  Dr.  Moore  extols  their  moderation  and  refpe£t 
for  the  king,  in  not  renewing  the  petition.  Mira- 
beau did  not  urge  the  meafure ;  but  the  reafon  was, 
that  in  the  interval  between  the  two  debates,  and 
while  he  had  fuch  a  meafure  Jn  agitation,  a  fecond 
conference  took  place  between  him  and  Mounier. 
This  deputy  remonftrated  on  the  impropriety  of  a 
fecond  addrcls;  and  Mirabeau,  who  was  &nfible 

he 
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he  had  been  too  open  In  his  expreiHons,  and  ap- 
prehended  a  fchifm  in  his' own /party,  did  not  venture 
to  prefs  a  meafure  which  might  have  led  to  the  mod 
difagreeable  explanations  ^. 
f4tii  July.  The  difmiffion  of  Necker  accelerated  the  pro- 
ilKes"maf.  j^^^  commotion  ;  and  the  afcendancy  of  the  Or- 
fecrt«and  leans  party  gave  a  more  complete  fuccefs  to  their 
Milages,  proceedings  than  could  have  been  expefted.  The 
pufilianimity  of  the  duke  however  prevented  his 
adherents  from  deriving  from  it  thofe  advantages  to 
which  they  confidered  themfelves  entitled.  Mira-* 
beau  in  vain  endeavoured  to  urge  him  to  aifume  a 
greater  fliare  of  refolution.  On  one  of  thefe  occa-» 
lions,  when  Mirabeau  had  been  unfuccefsfully  at- 
tempting  to  perfuade  him  to  (hew  himfelf  in  Paris, 
he  exclaimed,  "  What,  fir,  you  are  within  four  lea- 
**  gues  of  the  throne,  and  yet  will  not  travel  to  it : 
^  it  is  written  then  that  Mirabeau  fhall  never  be  a 
**  man  of  confequence  ''.'*  Mirabeau  is  accufed  of 
having  incited  the  mob  to  afts  of  violence  and 
maffacre  during  the  tumults  which  fucceeded  the 
capture  of  the  Baflille.  Though  this  charge  wants 
dire£l:  proof,  it  is  rendered  probable  by  his  being 
the  conftant  defender  of  their  exceflfes,  and  the  op* 
pofer  of  meafures  calculated  tb  rcprefs  tbem^ 
when  Lally  Tollendal  was  defcribing  the  deaths  of 
Berthier  and  Foulon  with  expreflions  of  appropriate 
horror,  Mirabeau  told  him  that  it  was  a  time  to 
fbink  rather  than  to  feel ;  and,  in  'defending  the 
condu£l  of  the  populace,  he  made  the  following  fa- 
vage  obfervation ;  "  If  thefe  fcenes  which  have 
^^  paiTed  at  Pai;is  had  paflfed  at  Conftantinople,  th$ 
"  moft  timorous  charafters  would  fay,  the,  people 
•*  have  done  ihemfelvex  jujike^  the  meafure  of  ini-i 

F  Debates.  Hidoriet.  Moort*s  View,  toI.  i.  p.  S95  to  307.  Uiftori* 
tal  Sketch,  p.  153. 

9  Lettre  d*un  Francois  fur  let  Moyens  qui  ont  Oper6  la  Revolu- 
tion^  p.  il«  s.  i6« 

*•  quity 
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^  quity  was  full,  and  the  punijhmeni  of  one  vizier 
"  will  become  a  lejfon  to  another'.*^  He  alfo  de- 
fended the  further  excefles  of  the  mobs  in  the  pro- 
vinces, and  apologifed  for  their  burning  caftles,  and 
other  cruelties  towards  the  nobilit)',  on  a  principle  of 
juftice  and  retaliation  '• 

Mirabeau  had  not  altered  his  opinion  of  Necker,  Moves  for 
or  ceafed  to  entertain  the  fame  fentiments  of  rancour  Neckcr*i 

re  *aI 

againft  him ;  but  as  the  tide  of  popularity  ran 
ftrongly  in  his  favour,  and  as  it  was  confidered  a 
meafure  diftreffing  and  infuhing  to  the  court,  he^ 
determined  to  move  for  an  addrefs  requiring  the  dif- 
jniifion  of  the  new  miniftry,  and  the  recal  of  the 
popular  idol.  This  meafure  was  oppofed  by  fome  ^ 
who  remonftrated  on  the  unconftitutional  indelicacy 
of  interfering  with  the  appointments  of  the  execu- 
tive government;  but  Mirabeau's  exertions  fur*- 
mounted  all  oppofition,  and  the  addrefs  was  carried^ 
vihcn  the  delivery  of  it  was  rendered  unneceffary 
by  the  voluntary  refignation  of  the  minifters,  and 
the  king's  declaration^  that  he  had  fent  to  recal  the 
favourite  of  the  affembly  '. 

Necker,  whofe  vanity  furmounted  his  judgment  Opiwfci 
and  his  duty,  was  weak  enough  to  return  ;  and  Mi-  j!*'  "**** 
rabeau  commenced  a  vigorous  and  fuccefsful  oppo- 
fition to  his  meafures,  both  in  the  aflfembly  and  in 
public.  An  opportunity  of  enfeebling  the  minifter's 
popularity  occurred  immediately  on  his  return,  when 
by  his  addrefs  to  the  ele^ors  of  Paris,  at  the  Hotel-de^ 
villcy  he  had  prevailed  on  them  to  decree  the  libera- 
tion of  the  baron  de  Bezenval,  and  a  general  am- 
nefty.  Mirabeau  exerted  himfelf  among  the  poli- 
tical clubs,  where  he  reprefented  the  tranfaflions  at 
the  HoteUdC'ville  as  a  compromife  with  ariftocracy, 
rendered  Necker  an  obje£k  of  fufpicion^  and  roufed 
the  minds  of  his  audience  to  meafures  of  feverity  and 
vengeance.     The  refolutions  of  the  commune  of  Psu 

'  HiftoricaF  Sketch,  p.  194^. 

*  Fa£Ci,  vol.i.  p.  171.  *  Hift^iet.    Debatei. 
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ps  were  declared  illegal,  and  the  matter  was  referred 
to  the  national  aflembly,  where  Mirabeau  and  his 
adherents  fucceeded  in  eftablifhing  their  point,  and 
Atigtift.  the  amnefty  was  annulled  **•  Coniiftently  widi  the 
principle  he  had  determined  to  adopt,  Mirabeau  re^ 
lifted  with  eflFeft  Necker's  propofal  tor  a  loan,  which, 
had  it  been  fuccefsful,  would  have  relieved  the  em- 
barraflments  of  the  court,  and  rendered  Necker's 
adminiftration  permanent.  Mirabeau  raifed  fo  many 
objections,  and  deducted  fo  much  from  the  advan- 
tages of  the  loan,  that  it  never  filled  '• 
Offerthis  It  was  probably  about  this  time  that  Mirabeaa 
Se'kTg?  offered  ^  fervices  to  the  king  on  certain  conditions,- 
which  were  rejefted  through  the  influence  of  Nec- 
ker  ^,  who  perhaps  felt  himfelf  incapable  of  ading 
in  concert  with  a  man  of  Mirabeau's  principles; 
or  more  probably  was  actuated  by  perfonal  refent- 
ment  alone.  Mirabeau  feems  to  have  been  indig* 
nant  at  the  bafenefs  of  Orleans,  difplayed  at  and 
juft  after  the  period  of  taking  the  Bailille ;  and  at 
this  time  feems  in  his  public  coadudl  to  have  fliewa 
a  difpofition  to  approach  the  court,  and  even  to  ^on« 
diiate  the  minifter.  In  the  debates  on  the  (hare  of 
authority  to  be  intrufted  to  the  crown  in  tbs  ratifi« 
cation  of  laws,  he  fupported  the  unpopular  dodrine 
of  an  abfolute  veto.  Montjoye  imputes  this  to  his 
attachment  to  Orleans,  and  his  wifli  to  be  the  mi* 
nifter  of  an  arbitrary  monarch  ;  but  the  other  mo-^ 
tive  if  ftiU  as  probable'*  The  diftrefs  of  the  re* 
Tenue  ftili  increafing,  and  the  loan  having  been 
found  entirely  unfuccefsful,  Necker  brought  for* 
ward  a  propofition,  that  every  individual  ihould 
contribute  a  fourth  part  of  his  revenue  towards  the 

•  Necker  on  the  Rcrdiition,  vol.  i«  p.  2  34:.  Impaiitt]  Hiftorti 
lol.  i.  p.  171.    Moore*t  Viewt  Toi.  i.  p.  aSo.    See  Necker. 

X  Debater.     See  NeccEK.. 

7  fiouille  t  Memoirs,  p.  %^t»  177. 

*  Conjuration  de  d'Orleans,  vol.  ii.  p.  i%^.  Mrs.  Wollftoiieenift*t 
Hiflory,  p.  3i».  Debates  in  Auguft  and  September*  Moore*!  View^ 
and  the  oiber  Hiftonee, 
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cogencies  of  the  ftate.  This  meafure  alarmed  the 
affembly  by  its  violence ;  but  Mirabeau,  ••  more 
"  eloquent  than  ever  he  had  been,  great  in  his  get 
"  ture,  in  his  coimtenance,  and  in  his  voice,  pre- 
"  vailed  on  the  affembly  to  decree  with  confidence 
**  the  meafure  propofed  by  Necker  */*  Though  rcjcaec! 
this  fignal  fervice  ought  to  have  convinced  the  mi-  Jj^^jjf,!* 
ftifter  of  Mirabeau's  value  and  importance,  he  could 
Hot  forgive  his  critical  animadverfions,  apd  his  pre« 
vious  oppofition*  He  felt  no  kindnefs  to  him  for 
fupporting  his  fecond  financial  plan,  after  over* 
throwiiiK  ^^  ^rft  ;  he  did  not  acquiefce  in  the  pro*, 
pricty  of  an  abfolute  veto ;  and  he  fruftrated  the 
negotiation  between  the  king  and  Mirabeau. 

Irritated  at  this  rejeftion,  Mirabeau  attached  him-  Attaciiet 
felf  more  firmly  than  ever  to  Orleans.     He  con-  mor/firm* 
trivcd  to  render  the  compliment  he  had  paid  to  Nee-  ly  to  Oi- 
ker  unavailing,  by  tacking  to  the  decree  a  requeft  *^*"'* 
that  the  king  would  immediately  fan£tion  certain 
obnoxious  refolutions  voted  on  the  fourth  of  Au- 
guft^     In  the  debates  which  followed,  efpecially  15th  S«pu 
thofe  which  related  to  the  limitation  of  the  crown, 
and  the  fettlement  of  a  regency,  he  Ihewed  a  de- 
cided predileftion  for   the  interefts   of  Orleans  ^. 
What  could  not  be  produced  by  cabal  in  the  legif- 
lature  it  was  determined  to  effeft  by  external  vio- 
lence,   and  the  dreadful   infurredion  which  took 
place  on  the  fifth  of  Oftober  was  projefled  and  or- 
ganifed. 

No  doubt  can  be  entertained  that  Mirabeau  took 
an  af^ive  fhare  in  contriving  and  condufting  this  |jj  q^ 
celebrated  infurreftion.     Mrs.WoIlftonecraft,  with  Condua 
her  nfual  rafhnefs,  has  declared  his  innocence,  de-  ^  ^''*- 
^ucing  it  only  from  his  diflike  to  Orleans,  and  the 

>  Quoted  from  Rabaud^t  Hiflory,  p. 14.1.  SeeN£CKBR.  Debatet . 
Rtffortes. 

^  SeeNBCKER. 

*  Debates*  Conjuration  de  d*0rlean«4  To].ii«  p.  135.  Hlftorlcal 
Stecb,  p.  fti5. 
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Opinion  fubfequently  delivered  by  the  abbe  Mauri  '. 
Dr.  Moore  ftates  it  as  evident  that  Miiabeau  did 
not  aft  in  concert  with  the  duke ;  and  fays  it  does 
not  appear  that  he  had  any  hand  in  exciting  the  in- 
furreftion,  but  he  certainly  endeavoured  to  turn  it 
to  his  own  purpofes  when  excited  *.      The  argu- 
ment of  Mrs.  WoUllonecraft  of  his  contempt  for. 
Orleans  is  not  very  cogent,  confidering  how  many 
fafts  appeared  in  evidence  to  (hew  that  he  was  very 
aftive  in  urging  the  proceedings  of  the  mob.     The 
conduft  of  the  abbe  Mauri  will  be  mentioned  here- 
after.    The  want  of  concert  between  the  confpi- 
rators,  adduced  by  Dr.  Moore,  is  eafily  accounted 
for  by  adverting  to  the  char  after  of  the  duke  of 
Orleans,  with  whom  it  was  eafy  to  plot^  but  whofc 
cowardice  and  inconfiftency  rendered  it  extremely 
difficult  to  ad  in  concert.     A  ftatement  of  Mira-^ 
beau's  proceedings  during  and  previous  to  the  in- 
furreftion  will  befl  elucidate  his  motives.     For  fome 
time   before  this   event,   a  great    many   deputies, 
dreading  the  anarchy  which  they  had  reafon  to  ap- 
prehend from  the  intrigues  and  ambition  of  the  po- 
pular  party,    had  meditated  a  junftion   with  the 
members  attached  to  the  court ;   and  their  influence 
had  fo  far  iprevailed,  that  in  the  eleftion  of  prefi- 
dents,  the  compofirion  of  committees,  and  the  no- 
mination of  fecretaries,  the  friends  of  order  were 
generally  preferred.      Mirabeau   was  indignant  at 
this  junftion,  which  threatened  to  reduce  his  party 
to  a  ftate  of  infignificance,  and  wrote  a  letter  replete 
with  threats  to  Clermont  Tonnere,  who  was  then 
prefident,  which  he,  with  more  forbearance  than 
prudence,  did  not  denounce  to  the  affembly  ^     A 
fecret  committee  compofed  of  the  adherents  of  Or- 
leans met  frequently  at  the  duke's  country-feat  at 
Moufleau ;  Mirabeau  was  a  conftant  attendant  at 

'  H i (lory  of  the  Revolution »  p.  456. 
«  View,  vol.  ii.  p.  50. 

'  Lettit  d*un  Fi-tn9oit  fur  let  Moyens  qui  ont  0p6re  la  ReTolution« 
p.  17. 
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tbefe  meetings  '  ;   he  was  continually  travelling  to 
Paris,  and  exerting  his  influence  in  the  clubs  and 
coffee-houfes  *".     On  the  day  of  the  explofion,  the 
debates  were  condufted   with   peculiar  acrimony. 
The  pretended  orgies  of  the  Gardes-du^corps  afforded 
a  ground  for  fome  accufations  which  Petion  levelled 
againft  the  queen,  but  wanted  courage  to  fign  his 
denunciation.     Mirabeau,  who  in  thefe  extremities 
never  loft  his  prefence  of  mind,  relieved  Petion  from 
his  embarraffment  by  faying,  "  I  begin  by  declar- 
"  iflg  that  I  confider  the  motion  fupremely  impo- 
"  litic ;  neverthelefs,  if  it  is  perfifted  in,  I  am  ready 
"  to  produce  the  details,  and  fign  them  with  my 
"  own  hand :  but  the  affembly  muft  firft  decree, 
"  that  the  perfon  of  the  king  aloTie  is  inviolable ; 
"  and  thax  2JI  other  individuals,  whatever  their  fta- 
"  tion,   are  equally  fubjeft  to  the  laws/*      This 
fpeech  produced  a  feries  of  inflammatory  obferva- 
tions,  but  the  denunciation  was  not  proceeded  on  '• 
While  the  debates  were  going  on,  Mirabeau  rofe 
and  whifpered  to  the  prefident,  "  Mounier,  there 
^  are  forty  thoufand  men  marching  againft  us  from 
**  Paris ;    adjourn.**     Many  people  had  been  ob- 
ferved  going  in  and   out  with  an  appearance  of 
great  agitation,  thefe  were  the  agents  of  the  confpi- 
racy,  and  from  them  Mirabeau  derived  his  intel- 
ligence^.    In  the  courfe  of  the  debate  Mirabeau 
had  behaved  with  great  petulance,  and  difplayed 
the  confidence  of  a  fuccefsful  confpirator.     In  ad- 
verting to  the  king*s  delay  in  fan£Uoning  the  de- 
crees, he  renounced  his  own  principle  of  an  abfolute 
veto^  and  faid,  '^  It  appears  to  me  that  in  an  addrefs 
^  to  the  king,  it  would  not  be  improper  to  fpeak 
^  with  the  fame  franknefs  and  truth  which  a  court 

I  Moore*ft  View,  vol.  li  p.  39.    PIayfair*t  Hiftory  of  Jacobin ifai  9 

^  Lettn  c1*un  Fmn^oity  &c.  p.  tS^       - 

'  Debstes.     Hiftonet.     Con|iiration  de  d^Orlesntt  vol.  ii.  p«  ao4* 

^  I'ag^s,  vol.  i.  p.  13^.    Copjuntion  de  d^Orkaiitf  toI.  ii.  p.  %o%* 
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**  fool  of  Philip  conveyed  in  this  trifling  fenteilCc  1 
"  What  would  you  do^  Philip  j  if  all  the  world  were  to 
*•  fay  no  when  you  fay  yes  '.**     A  deputation  to  the 
king  had  been  decreed,  when  the  Poiffardes  rufhed 
into  the  halL     In  the  cohfufion  which  enfued,  Mi^ 
rabeau  alone    retained  any  authority;    he   alone 
dared,  when  the  clamour  was  fuch  as  to  interrupt 
the  debate,  to  move  that  all  perfons  who  were  not 
deputies  (hould  be  expelled.     Though  the  mob  did 
not  permit  fuch  a  motion  to  pafs,  they  exprefled  no 
anger  againft  the  mover  ".     As  foon  as  the  affembly 
adjourned,  Mirabeau  went  among  the  rabble,  who 
were  aflailing  the  guards,  and  threatening  the  life 
of  the  queen.     He  was  among  the  privates  of  the 
regiment  de  Flandresj   the  complete   fedu£lion    of 
whom  had  been  only  that  day  effefted ;  and  the  Pa- 
rifian  women,  when  they  loft  fight  of  him,  were  con- 
tinually fcreaming,   "  Where  is  our  count  Mira- 
**  beau  ?    we  want  to  fee  our  count  Mirabeau." 
Sometimes  he  appeared  with  a  huge  fabre  under 
his    arm,    and    fometimes    difguifed    in    women^s 
clothes.     In  this  drefs  he  was  feen  the  next  morn- 
ing, uttering  imprecations  againft  the  queen,  and 
mixing  with  the  mob  to  infugate  frefh  violences  "*• 
When  the  aflembly  met,  Mirabeau  was  at  his  poft, 
difappointed  at  the  refult  of  the  confpiracy,  and 
gloomily  awaiting  an  opportunity  of.  turning  it  ta 
fome  advantage.     Such  an  occafion  foon  prefented 
itfelf.     The  kmg,  aftonifhed  at  the  audacity  of  trea- 
fon,  which,  not  content  with  violating  the  refuge  of 
his  palace,  fought  to^  deprive  him  of  liberty  by  a 
compulfory  journey  to  the  capital,  fent  a  menage  to 
the  aflembly,  requiring  them  to  come  and  hold  their 
fitting  in  the  hall  of  Hercules,  that  he  might  have 
the  benefit  of  their  advice.    Mounier,  the  prefident^ 

1  Moore's  View,  voK  ii.  p.  3. 

*  Anecdotet  d^  Regne  do  Louii  XVI.  vol.  Vi,  p.  4*7. 
n  Conjuration  de  d'Orleani »  vol.  ii.  p*  a^^.  ^45.    Robifoo^t  Pvoofc 
of  a  Conrpiiacyi  p*  377* 
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would  inftantly  have  complied ;  but  MIrabeau  pre« 
vented  it*  He  faid  it  was  not  confiftent  with  the 
dignity  of  the  afTembly  to  go  to  the  king,  and  that 
the  freedom  of  debate  could  not  be  preferved 
\vithin  the  walls  of  a  palace.  As  foon  as  the  king's 
fubmii&on  to  the  orders  of  the  mob  was  announced, 
Mirabeau  moved  that  the  afTembly  was  infeparable 
from  the  perfon  of  the  monarch,  and  that  a  depu* 
tation  of  one  hundred  perfons  (hould  accompany  the 
royal  family  to  Paris.  The  fecretary,  in  preparing 
the  lift,  inferred  the  name  of  Mirabeau,  which  Mou- 
tiier  immediately  erafed.  "  Why  do  you  take  out 
^  my  name,  Mounier  ?  (faid  Mirabeau) ;  I  infift  on 
"  being  one  of  the  deputation,  that  I  may  appeafe 
"  the  people  in  cafe  of  any  tumult/^  The  pre- 
fident  anfwered;  **  Sir,  thofe  who  have  fo  much 
^  influence  on  the  people  as  to  appeafe  them,  may 
"  alfo  be  inftrumental  in  making  them  rebelJ^  Mi- 
rabeau however  infifted  on  carrying  his  point ; 
and  as  his  word  was  that  day  a  law  to  the  afTembly, 
he  fucceeded  ^  Though  the  grand  objed  of  the 
confpiracy,  that  of  deflroying  or  dethroning  the 
king,  had  failed,  yet  the  transfer  of  the  king  and 
affembly  to  Paris,  where  the  king  would  be  kept  a 
prifoner,  and  where  Mirabeau,  by  means  of  the 
clubs,  poflefled  fo  great  an  influence,  was  a  fubje£fc 
of  confiderable  triumph  ;  and  the  final  viftory  of 
the  fa£lion  appeared  to  be  only  retarded.  Mira- 
beau exprefTed  his  exultation  on  the  occafion  by 
%ing,  in  an  addrefs  to  the  provinces,  that  now 
*'  the  veifel  of  public  bufmefs  would  proceed  in  it$ 
**  courfe  more  rapidly  than  ever '." 

As  there  was  reafon  to  apprehend  from  the  man- 
ner in  which  thefe  tranfaftions  are  mentioned,  that 
they  would  become  the  fubjed  of  a  judicial  inveftiga- 
tion,  Mirabeau  propofed  to  avail  himfelf  of  the  prefent 

*  Debalet.     Conjuration  de  d*0rleans,  vol.  ii.  p.  ft^6.  <t  ftq. 
'  Dcbatn.     Historical  Sketch,  p.  267.. 
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difpofition  of  the  aflembly,  and  obtsun  fuch  decrees 
as  would  prevent  any  inquiry ;  and  inftead  of  ju«* 
ridical  depolitions,  leave  the  ra£ts  to  be  recorded  by 
tradition  alone,  and  forgotten  when  the  day  was  7 
pad.     Every  thing  was  arranged,  and  the  diAe 
fixed ;  when  Orleans,  from  cowardice,  refufed  to 
appear  in  the  adembly,  and  the  proje^  was  aban- 
doned.    Mirabeau  was  tranfported  with  rage,  and 
vented  himfelf  in  angry  expreffions ;  he  declared 
the  duke  did  not  deferve  the  pains  which  had  been 
taken  for  him  ;  that  he  was  bafe  as  a  foot-boy  -,  and 
added,  that  he  always  carried  a  loaded  piftol  in  his 
bofom,  but  had  not  fufficient  fpirit  to  pull  the  trig- 
ger "*•     His  indignation  was  carried  to  the  highefl: 
pitch,  when  he  learned  the  duke's  reiblution  to  go 
to  England.     "  He  ufed  imprecations  worthy  of 
**  Philoftetes  ' ;"   and  afterwards  declared,  that  fo 
far  from  defiring  to  elevate  the  duke  to  the  throne, 
he  would  not  choofe  him  for  a  lacquey.  He  made  an 
attempt  to  prevent  the  affembly  from  permitting  his 
departure,  and  hinted  at  the  imperious  conduct  of 
la  Fayette  on  the  occafion ;  but  without  fuccefs  *. 
Mov«^*        Though  highly  difpleafed  with  la  Fayette,  and 
thanks  to    always  perfonally  inimical  to  him,  Mirabeau,  when 
la  Fayette,  the  affembly  began  to  make  Paris  the  place  of  their 
fittings,  moved  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  commandant 
of  the  national  guard,  which  was  carried  with  uni-* 
verfal  applaufe  ^     He  oppofed  la  Fayette^s  propo- 
fition  of  a  martial  law,  though  without  fuccefs ;  but 
the  arguments  he  ufed  were  highly  gratifying  to  the 
people ". 
Mira-  Mirabeau  had  calculated  rightly  on  the  eflPedls  of 

pu!arity  r  ^^  popularity  in  Paris,  he  was  idolized  by  the  mob, 

4  Conjiirarion  de  d*Orleant»  voUii.  p.  i89«    Robifon's  Proofs  of  a 
Confpiracy,  p.  378.  ,' 

r  Hiftory  of  the  BriflTotines  by  Camille  Dermoulins^  p.  g. 

•  Debates.     Hiftories.     Conjuration  de  d^Orleant,  vol,  ii.  p.  j^0» 
<  Debates.     Impartial  Hii^oiy,  toK  i.  p.  15S. 

*  Debates.     Conjuration  Je  d*Oi-)tant,  vol«ii.  p«  340* 
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who  carried  their  complaifance  towards  him  to  fuch 
an  excefs,  that  he  was  accufed  of  fending  mefTengers 
when  he  intended  to  fpeak  to  give  notice  to  the 
people  that  they  might  fill  the  galleries.     He  denied 
the  h&j  but  it  is  far  from  being  improbable  *.     He 
extended  his  influence  by  a  regular  attendance  at 
the  Jacobin  club,  where  he  was  one  of  the  com- 
mittee  of  correfpondencc  ^^  and  h^  was  the  founder 
or  promoter  of  various  other  clubs.     He  belonged 
to  the  club  of  1789,  but  feeing  there  was  no  popu« 
larity  attached  to  it,  foon  declined  attending  '•     He 
alfo  founded,  with  the  afliftance  of  feme  Swifs  mal- 
contents at  Paris,  a  club,  called  the  friends  of  Swifs 
liberty,  which  was  in  fome  degree  encouraged  by 
the  aflembly,  and  carried  on  a  correfpondence  with 
the  partifans  of  the  fame  caufe  in  Switzerland  % 

In  the  courfe  of  this  year  Mirabeau's  father  died,  Hii  profu- 
but  as  the  arrangement  of  his  affairs  took  up  a  ^*«"  * 
confiderable  time,  Mirabeau  derived  no  immediate 
pecuniary  advantage  from  the  event  **.  Mirabeau, 
however,  was  enabled,  by  the  large  fums  he  received 
from  Orleans,  and  afterwards  from  the  king,  to 
live  in  a  very  fplendid  flyle.  He  bought  a  great 
part  of  his  father's  library,  which  was  one  of  the 
belt  in  France^  and  almofl  all  the  library  of  the 
celd)rated  Buffon.  He  alfo  purchafed  the  houfe  of 
Fleffelles,  and  had  agents  at  all  the  fales  of  books 
and  rarities  at  the  hotel  de  3ouillon  %  Mirabeau 
^'as  the  firft  who  had  propofed  the  eftablifliment  oi 
a  city  militia,  a  project  which  was  difregarded  at  the 
moment,  but  which  was  afterwards  embraced,  and 
became   the  foundation  of   the  national  guard  **• 

'  Anecdotes du  Regne  dc  Louis  XVI.  vol.  vi.  p.  tii. 
f  Conjuration  de  d*Or]eans,  ▼o).  iii.  p.  7. 

>  Expoiition  abr«g£e  det  Principes,  «c.  par  Arrhur  Dilloni  p.  34, 
Biftorical  Sketch,  p.  387. 

*  Playfair*t  Hiftory  of  Jacobinifniy  p.  )5t- 
^  Lettres  iiMauvillon,  p. 473* 

*  Playfair*!  Hiftory  of  Jacobinifm,  p*  a94* 

*  Pag^f  Tel«i.p.  X37« 
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The  command  of  the  battalion  de  la  Grange  Baite- 
liere^  the  fe£Hon  where  he  refided,  was  beftowed  on 
him,  and  he  gave  a  fete  to  his  comrades  and  a  part 
of  the,national  guard,  which  cofl  about  ten  thoufand 
livres  (437/.  losJ).  When  any  perfons  expreflcd 
furprife  at  his  living  fo  expenfively,  they  were 
taught  to  believe  that  he  was  enabled  to  do  it 
by  the  profits  of  his  journal,  which  had  an  immenfe 
fale  *. 
His  dcfirc  The  abfence  of  Orleans,  and  the  impoffibility  of 
iiifter "'"  raifing  popular  commotions,  which,  in  feft,  were  no 
longer  neceffary  either  to  his  popularity  or  power, 
feem  to  have  allayed  the  ferment  of  Mirabeau's 
mind.  He  began  to  wifh  for  a  more  regular  go- 
vernment, where  the  executive  branch  might  be 
reftored  to  a  due  fhare  of  authority  by  means  of  a 
xninifter  poflelfed  of  a  genius  for  finance  and  go- 
vernment, who  might  fupply  the  place  of  the  feeble 
Necker,  and,  by  his  fuperior  powers,  reftrain  the 
tribe  of  jealous  expeftants.  His  remarks  are  curiou« 
and  interefting.  "  You  reafon  very  juflly  on  our 
<<  revolution ;  but  it  arifes  among  us,  rather  ^om 
'**  devolution  than  exaltation  ^  The  party  which 
••  was  able  to  have  lefifted  was  fo  degenerate,  the 
**  inevitable  eflFeft  of  a  long  monopoly,  that  they 
"  felt  rather  the  fpite  of  a  child,  or  the  rage  of  a 
**  woman,  than  a  defire  to  operate  a  counter-revo- 
**  lution.  The  crown  is  more  in  danger  from 
'*  want  of  energy  than  from  any  confpiracy.  Un- 
^<  lefs  an  able  pilot  is  found,  it  is  probable  that  the 
**  veffel  will  be  flranded.  If,  on  the  contrary,  the 
*'  force  of  events  compels  the  appointment  of  a 
•*  man  of  parts,  and  infpires  them  with  courage  to 

•  Anecdotes  cfu  Regne  de  Louis  XVI,  vol.  vi.  p.  170. 

^  I  am  compelled  to  ufe  this  affe^ed  phrafeology  to  preferve  a 
miferable  pun*  In  plain  language,  Mirabeau  means  that  the  weak- 
nefs  of  the  court  rather  than  the  enthufiafm  of  the  people  occafiooed 
the  revolution.  In  the  next  fentence  he  completely  acquits  the  royal 
family  of  aiming  at  a  counter-revolution,  and»  or  courfe,  figos  hit 
•wo  coodenmation  u  si  confpiFator  and  calumniaton 

"  difregard 
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^  difregard  the  opinions  of  mankind,  and  the 
^  eflbits  of  fubaltern  jealoufy,  you  cannot  imagine 
^^  how  eafy  it  will  be  to  fet  the  public  veflel  afloat. 
^  The  refburces  of  this  country,  and  the  inconftancy 
^^  of  its  inhabitants,  which  conftitutes  their  greateft 
^'  fault,  give  birth  to  fo  many  expedients,  and  fuch 
^^  a  variety  of  means,  that  in  France  we  ought 
"  never  to  prefume  or  to  defpair  *." 

Mirabeau  now  thought  ferioufly  of  eftablifliing  Politic»i 
the  government,  and  extending  the  power  of  *^i**"'®"** 
France.  He  entertained  the  fame  proje^s  of  ag- 
grandizement, education,  and  government  which 
have  been  purfued  by  his  fucceiTors,  but  he  was  not 
prepared  to  afcend  to  the  fame  height  of  revo- 
lutionary violence  which  they  attained  at  a  fudden 
fpring.  He  wiihed  to  make  the  finances  of  the 
country  refpeftable  and  flouriihing,  by  appointing 
funds  for  the  regular  payment  of  intereft  ;  they  have 
eafed  themfelves  of  fuch  exertions  by  repeated 
bankruptcies.  He  intended  to  produce  a  change  of 
manners  in  his  countrymen,  by  altering  the  fyftem 
of  education,  and  allowed  fifteen  years  for  the  per- 
fection of  his  plan  ;  they  fuperfeded  the  neceflity 
c^  education  by  the  decapitation  and  banifhment  of 
thofe  who  exprefTed  an  opinion  of  their  own,  by 
which  means  the  whole  country  could  be  brought 
Coadopt  any  fyftem  of  religion  or  government  in 
fifteen  days.  Mirabeau  was  defirous  to  extend  the 
influence  of  France  by  increafing  the  profperity  of 
other  countries ;  his  fucceflbrs  inftead  of  influence 
bave  acquired  an  enforced  and  fullen  obedience, 
and  inftead  of  infpiring  gratitude  by  an  increafe  of 
profperity  have  excited  univerfal  horror  and  latent 
bdignation  by  unparalleled  rapacity  and  want  of 
£iith.  The  identity  of  fyftem,  however  the  variation 
in  pra£lice  may  have  disfigured  Mirabeau's  plan, 
and  the  faft  and  time  of  his  making  his  confdfioa 

t  Lettres  aMauvillooi  p*4S7.    See  alfo  p.  49S.  for  hit  opinion  of 
Ncckcr. 
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of  faith  on  the  fubjed  to   Mauvillon,  prove  that 
there  did  always  exift  a  confpiracy  againft  all  the 
religions  and  governments  of  Europe,  and  that  the 
fame  views  have  been  conftantly  adhered  to,  though 
differences  of  education  and  fyftem  in  the  dema- 
gogues of  France  have  given  a  variety  to  its  opera- 
tion.    The  following  is  an  extraft  from  Mirabeau*s 
letter  in  which  he  delineates  his  plan,  but  the  whole 
merits  a  ferious  perufal.     **  Upon  the  whole,  I  am 
*'  more  than  ever  attached  to  my  fyftem.     ji  great 
empire  can  never  be  well-governed  but  as  a  congrega- 
tion of /mall  federative  Jiates^  whofe  federal  knot  is 
in  a  reprefentative   ajfembly   prefided    over  and 
watched  by  the  monarch.     Thus  by  force  of  a 
good  conftitution  alone  we  might  fcon  have  the 
Rhine  for  a  boundary  y  and^  what  is  more,  an  irre- 
**  Jijiible  influence  over  all  the  governments  of  Eu- 
*'  rope^  by  the  amelioration  and  extended  profperity 
*'  of  the  whole  human  fpecies.     But  to  produce 
**  thefe  advantages  we  muft  have  a  fyftem,  we  muft 
*'  not  be  obliged,  in  addition  to  our  general  laws, 
^^  to   make   fpecial  laws,   which   we   do  not    and 
*'  fhould  not  underftand.     A  government  mufi  be  a 
**  profejforj  not  a  pupil ;  a  chief  not  ajlave.     The 
*'  reprefentative  of  the  nation  muft  not  aft  in  a 
manner  contradidory   to   her    interefts.      In  a 
word,  an  expiring  juggler  **,  muft  not  continue 
his  clumfy  cup-and-ball  tricks,  when  there  is  no 
longer  any  need  for  hocus-pocus,   or   mounte- 
^'  bank's  tables.      Comus  and  Pinetti  muft  not  ex- 
**  peft  to  receive  from  an  academy  of  fciences,  the 
**  fame  applaufes  they  acquire  at  a  fair '/' 
Exertions       To  defcribe  all  Mirabeau's  labours  in  theconfti- 
f*  *M  ^!"   tuc^t  aifembly,  it  would  be  requifite  to  enter  into  a 
^  *     minute  detail  of  every  debate  which  took  place  from 
its  commencement  to  the  laft  day  of  his  life,  fmce 
no  debate  occurred  which  was  not  directed  by  his 

h  Necknr. 

'  Lettre  i  Mauvillon  du  %i  Janvier  179O1  p.  506*  du  RecueiU 
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judgment,  guided  by  his  genius,  or  illuminated  by 
his  eloquence.  I  fhall  defcribe  the  courfe  of  his 
exertions  on  a  few  fubjedts,  as  they  enable  us  to 
form  a  juft  eftimate  of  his  politics,  without  narrating 
hiftorically  the  circumftances  which  preceded,  or 
the  eiFe^s  which  followed  them.  From  an  early  sgainft 
attachment  to  the  doArines  of  infidelity,  and  as  an  ^^  ^^gj% 
illuminatusj  Mirabeau  was  inimical  to  the  ecclefiafti- 
cal  eftablifhment,  and  the  oppofition  made  by  the 
clergy  to  the  ufurpation  of  the  tiers  etat  had  exaf- 
perated  him  to  a  ftill  higher  pitch.  He  had  fre- 
quently been  heard  to  fay,  "  If  you  wifh  for  a  revo- 
"  ludon,  you  muft  banifh  the  Catholic  religion 
"  from  France  ''.*'  He  was  an  advocate  for  the 
abolition  of  tithes,  a  meafure  which  he  fupported 
with  all  his  eloquence  and  influence,  and  finally 
fucceeded  ^  The  necefHty  and  rapacious  difpofition 
of  the  affembly  could  not  be  fatisfied  with  the  tithes 
alone,  but  required  that  the  whole  wealth  of  the 
clergy  fhould  be  at  their  difpofal.  The  lay  members 
of  th6  affembly,  apprehenfive  of  cenfure  from  the 
invidious  appearance  fuch  a  motion  would  afTume 
if  it  proceeded  from  them,  availed  themfelves  of  the 
profligacy  of  a  member  of  the  clerical  body  to 
obtain  their  objeft.  Talleyrand  Perigord,  bifhop  of 
Autun,  was  prevailed  on  by  Mirabeau  to  propofc 
the  meafure,  which  was  fupported  by  all  the  zeal, 
doqtfence,  and  intrigue  of  the  party.  The  refifl- 
ance  was  proportioned  to  the  magnitude  of  the 
objeft,  and  the  popular  party,  not  feeling  fufliciently 
ilrong  to  infure  a  majority,  more  than  once  ad- 
journed the  debate.  The  mob  ftrenuoufly  afliifled 
the  enemies  of  the  clergy.  Placards  were  pafled  up, 
containing  lifts  of  thofe  who  had  oppofed  the  mo- 
tion, and  oflTering  rewards  of  twelve  hundred  livres 
(52/.  ID/.)  to  any  patriot  who  would  kill  them.  On 

k  Bamiel's  Hiftoryof  the  Clergy^  part  I.  p.  s. 

'  See  Impirtial  Hifkorj,  foi.i.  p.  I9}.    Hiftorical  Sketch,  p.  ftii. 
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the  day  when  the  queftion  was  finally  decided,  ^ 
mob,  armed  with  pikes,  aflembled  in  the  avenues 
to  the  place  of  fitting,  and  threatened  to  put  all  the 
bifliops  and  priefts  to  death,  if  the  motion  was  loft  % 
Several  members  produced  letters  in  which  they 
were  threatened  with  deftru£tion  if  they  perfevere4 
in  oppofmg  the  meafure}  but  Mirabeau  filenced 
them  by  producing  letters  of  fimilar  import,  which, 
he  pretended,  had  been  written  to  him  by  the  other 
party".  This  meafure  was  followed  by  the  fup? 
.  preffion  of  all  monaftic  eftabliihments,  and  the  grant 
of  nominal  penfions  to  the  clergy,  while  their  lands 
were  affigned  to  the  creditors  of  the  ftate,  and 
affignats  iflued  on  them,  as  a  new  kind  of  paper 
money.  Mirabeau  was  one  of  the  ftrongeft  ad- 
vocates of  thefe  violent  proceedings  in  oppofition 
to  his  own  fentiments,  expreffed  in  his  pamphlet 
againft  the  emperor,  called  Doutej  fur  la  Liberie 
de  PEfcautj  where,  among  many  fimilar  paflages, 
he  fays  exprefsly,  ^  Defpife  the  monks  as  much 
^  as  you  pleafe,  but  do  not  rob  them,  for  it  is  un- 

*  lawful  to  rob  either  the  moft  determined  Atheift 

*  or  the  moft  credulous  Capuchin  ®.*  Yet,  with 
all  this  violence,  Mirabeau  had  occafion  to  ihew  his 
moderation  at  the  expence  of  others.  He  faid  one 
day  at  the  Jacobin  club,  while  defcanting  on  the  in- 
veteracy difplayed  againft  the  priefts  :  '*  For  God's 
**  fake,  gentlemen,  let  us  not  torment  their  con- 
•^  fciences.     We  have  got  their  property,  and  what 

for  tbt      <*  fignifies  any  thing  elfe  ^  ?**     Mirabeau,  as  a  mem? 

^^••*  ber  of  the  club  of  Amis  des  Noirsj  was  anxious  to 
abolifh  ilavery,  and  make  the  coloured  inhabitant^ 
of  the  colonies  in  every  refped  equal  with  the 
whites  ;  a  meafure  fupremely  impolitic,  in  which  he 
foiled  ^ 

m  Barruers  Hiftory  of  the  Clergy,  part  I.  p.  i». 

"  Hiitorical  Sketch,  p.  %2%,  *  Idem^  p.  173. 

f  Lettre  d*un  Francois,  p.  45.  n. 

9  See  Impartial  Hiltory,  voU  i.  p.  3x9. 
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Thefe  meafures,  and  the  arrangement  of  fome  1790. 
articles  of  the  conftitution,  took  up  the  attention  of  the  ^^*  "'^^ 
aflembly  during  the  early  part  of  the  year.  Mirabeau's  *'**^*' 
popularity  continued  to  increafe,  and  he  augmented 
his  infolence  in  proportion.  His  appearance  and 
manners  were  fucb,  that  an  author  in  deicribing 
him  fays,  **  When  filent  he  refembled  a  favage 
"  bear,  when  he  fpoke,  a  foaming  lion  '.**  He  fek 
no  fear  of  the  perfons  to  whom  he  was  oppofed, 
knowing  them  to  be  attached  to  order,  morals,  and 
the  laws.  "  You  have  nothing  to  apprehend  from 
(«  the  ariftocrats,'*  was  his  expreifion  to  his  ad** 
herents,  '^  they  neither  pillage,  bum,  or  aiTaffin*- 
^'  ate  *.*'  Towards  his  opponents  he  behaved  with 
the  utmofl  ferocity,  threatening  them  with  the  veor 
geance  of  the  mob  on  every  occafion  ^  Yet  Mira-  ■"** 
beau  was  cowardly  to  the  greateft  degree.  His  ^^^  '^ 
prdence  of  mind  never  forfook  him  in  debate,  but 
in  a£tion,  or  when  threatened,  he  exhibited  none  of 
that  inflammability  which  didinguiihed  him  on  other 
occaiions ;  his  courage  bore  an  inveffe  proportion 
to  his  infolence  \  He  received  two  or  three  chal- 
lenges, which  he  always  declined,  with  freih  info- 
lence or  unmanly  pleafantry.  "  I  will  write  to  my 
^  conftituents,*'  he  faid,  "  to  know  if  they  deputed 
^^  me  to  (lake  my  life  at  fword  and  piftol ;  if  fo,  I 

fhall  requeft  them  to  nominate  Saint  George,  or 

fome   equally  (kilful  eombatant,   as    my  fuper- 
"  numerary ''.'' 

As  Necktr's  influence  declined,  fome  friends  of  Hu  exer- 
the  kinff  renewed  a  negotiation  with  Mirabeau  for  ^jf  "•  ^^ 

00  the  crown* 

'  Apologie  des  Pro  jet  t,  Sec,  p.  19S. 

•  Bertrand*s  Memoira«  voK  i.  p*  305.  Anecdotes  du  Regne  de 
Louis  XVI.  vol.  vi.  p.  169. 

>  See  HiAorical  Sketch,  p.  300.    Conjaration  de  d*0rIeanS|  vol.  ii. 

p.  «04* 

*  Apologie  des  Projets,  &c.  p.  19s. 

f  Anecdotes  du  Regne  de  Louis  XVL  vol.  vi.  p.  %%o.  For  inAtnces 
of  Minbeau^s  tamends  in  fubaiitting  to  infultSt  fee  the  fame  votame, 
P*  143*  I93*  SM. 
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his   afliilance,    which    finally    fucceeded.     It    was 
either  in  confequence  of  this   negotiation,  or  of 
Mirabeau's  wifh  that  it  fhould  take  place,  that  many 
motions  made  by  him  appeared  to  figivour  the  royal 
caufe.     He  feems  to  have  had   fome  profpeft  of 
being  minifter,  when  he  endeavoured  to  get  rid  of 
the    abfurd  felf-denying   decree,   by  moving  that 
minifters   (hould  have  a  confultative   voice  in   the 
affembly.     This  propofition  was  fo  ill  received,  that 
inftead  of   producing  the  defired   effeft,   it   only 
caufed  the  exclulion  to  be  more  ftrongly  enforced  '. 
In  the  queftion  refpefting  the  power  of  declaring 
war  and  making  peace,  Mirabeau  ihewed  his  difpo- 
fition  to  favour  the  court  ftill  more  openly,  for  he 
maintained  the  unpopular  though  rational  dodbine, 
that    thefe    powers   ought    to    be  vefted   in    th^ 
jealoofyof  king.     This  produced  an  immediate  efFeft  on  the 
ImJ^^^'   mob }    it  was   rumoured  that  he  was    fold  to  the 
court.     The  hawkers   cried  about   the  ftreets  the 
grand  treachery  of  count  Mirabeau ;  and  Marat,  who 
had  long  been  his  enemy,  printed  the  opinion  that 
he  ought  to  be  broiled  on  a  gridiron,  as  the  greatelt 
tid  May.  traitor  in  the  affembly.     Mirabeau  was  now  obliged 
to  retraft  a  part  of  his  opinion,  and  compromife 
with  the  more  moderate  of  his  opponent^  to  form  a 
decree  that  war  ihould  be  declared  on  the  part  of 
the  king,  in  the  name  of  the  nation.     Even  this  was 
not  fufficient  to  gratify  the  populace.     Barnave  and 
Lameth,  who  had    oppofed  him,   were  carried  in 
triumph  on  coming  out  of  the  affembly.     **  I  too,*' 
faid  Mirabeau,   "  had  it  in  my  power  but  two  days 
**  ago  to  have  been  carried  in  triumph,  but  I  was 
not  then  to  learn  that  it  is  but  one  ftep  from  the 
capitoi  to  the  Tarpdan  rock*.'* 


s  Debates,     Impartial  Hif^ory,  vol.  i.  p.  %%i^ 
•  Debates,    Hiftorical  Sketchy    p.  177,     Pages,   vol.  i«  p.  345. 
Playfair*!  Hiftory  of  Jacobiniliny  p.  195. 

Although 


M I  R  A  B  E  A  U.  i2y 

Although  Mirabeau  aflumed  in  public  the  fem- 
blance  of  ftoical  indifference,  he  felt  the  infult  he 
had  received  vith  confiderable  fenfibility.     He  fays, 
^^  I  have  attended  clofely  to  bufinefs  in  the  affem- 
"  biy,  and  even  powerfully  maintained  the  barrier, 
**  as  you  will  have  read  in  the  public  papers.     We 
"  have  here  a  muhitude  of  perfons  whofe  only  aim 
"  is  confufion.     Their  audacious  turbulence  awes 
"  the  timid,  alarms  the  prudent,  hurries  away  the 
"  impetuous,  and  rallies  the  factious.     It  was  ne- 
"  ceffary  to  form,  to  guide,  to  render  viftorious  a 
"  truly  monarchical   party,    which   was   not  eafy 
^^  in  a  nation  fo  fickle,  which  does   nothing  •  but 
"  by  the  impulfe  of  the  moment,  or  at  the  dic- 
^^  tates  of  fafliion.     Now  the  faihion  of  this  day 
"  is  licentioufnefs  and  anarchy  *"/*     The  prevalence 
of  this  difpofidon  was  fuch  that  he  was  led  to  appre- 
hend it  would  terminate  in  a  civil  war.     In  a  fub- 
fequent  letter  he  fays,    "  You   muft  fuppofe,  my  ^ih  Aug. 
"  dear  friend,  that  my  career  becomes  daily  more 
"  perilous.      In  the  firft  place,  I  never  had  any 
"  faith  in  the  poflibility  of  effeding  a  great  revo- 
'^  lution  without  bloodfhed;  and  I  no  longer  en- 
*^  tertain  a  hope  but  that  the  internal  fermentation, 
"  combined  with  intrigues,  will   occafion   a   civil 
"  war  ;  I  am  not  clear  that  fuch  an  event  is  not  a 
"  neceffary  evil."     It  is  probable,  that  at  the  time 
he  wrote  this  his  treaty  with  the  king  met  with 
fome  obftacles,  as  in  another  part  of  the  letter  he 
fays,  **  The  miniftry,  equally  treacherous  and  bafe, 
"  cannot,  even  for  their  own  fafety,  forgive  me  for 
^  having   rendered  fome    fervices   to   the  naticm. 
"  The  throne  has  neither  conception,  judgment^ 
**  or  free-will.    The  people,  ignorant  and  anarchi- 
"  cal,  float  at    the  difcretion    of   every  political 
"  juggler,  and  of  their  own  illufions  %" 

^  Lettrct  a  Mauvilloiii  p.  510. 
•  Idem,  p.  517.  5xS. 
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Inculpated      tt  IS  poffible  that  foxne  portion  of  jealoufy  felt  by 
by  Cbate-   the  miiuftry  might  arife  from  the  return  of  Orleans^ 
^^'  and  a  fufpicion  that  the  connexion  between  him 

and  Mirabeau  would  be  renewed.      This   might 
originate  from  their  bemg  jointly  implicated  in  the 
charge  of  confpiracy  on  the  fifth  of  Oftober,  and 
the  prefumption  that  they  muft  unite  in  their  de* 
7*  Aug.   fence.     Of  this,  however,  there  is  no  appearance* 
When  Boucher  d'Argis   made  his  report  to  the 
aflembly,  Mirabeau  was  in  the  frame  of  mind  which 
induced  him  to  write  the  letter  mentioned  above* 
30th  Sept.  Before  the  Chatelet  had  delivered  in  their  accufa-^ 
tion,  Necker   had  retired,  and  as  no   impediment 
remained,  it  is  highly  probable  that  Mirabeau  had 
made  his  bargain  with  the  court,  and  was  confe- 
quently  under  no  apprehenfions  of  the  event  of  this 
Acquitted  proceeding.     To  this  muft  be  attributed  the  pheno- 
Jy  ^«  *^-  menon  of  Mauri's  undertaking  his  defence,  and  the 
*"  ^'     flight  oppofition  made  to  the  vote  of  exculpation 
which  could  not  apply  to  Mirabeau  without  extend- 
ing to  Orleans  alfo  **.     Mirabeau's  guilt  is  ftrongly 
apparent  in  the  depofitions  in  the  Chatelet  as  pub- 
li(hed,  but  that  part  can  afford  only  very  imperfeft 
information,  as   the  more  important  examinations 
were  not  committed  to  the  pre^.     It  is  faid  they  are 
preferved,  and  will  at  fome  future  time  appear  *• 
Bribed  by      Mirabeau  had  now  entirely  difTolved  his  connexion 
the  court,  y^^  Orleans,  though  he  found  it  neceffary  to  main* 
tain  an  appearance  of  cordiality  with  him,  and  even 
to  attach  himfelf  to  the  Lameths,  and  fome  other 
leaders  of  the  Jacobins,  in  order  to  counterbalance 
the  influence  of  la  Fayette,  of  whofe  duplicity  and 
ambition  he  was  juftly  apprehenfive  ^    Senfible  of 
the  diforganizing  power  which  Orleans^  by  dint  of 

^  Debates.  Hiftories.  Conjui-ation  de  d'Orleans,  vol.iii.  p.  8r. 
ct  feq.  Anecdotes  du  Regiie  de  Louis  XVI.  vol.  vu  p.  443,  See 
Orleans. 

■  Robifon^s  Proofs  of  a  Conrpii'acy»  p«  391*  n. 

'  BouilU^s  Memoirs,  p.  154. 
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eorfuptioii,  had  acquired  in  the  army,  Mirabeau 
propofed  the  bold  but  falutary  meafute  of  difbanding 
the  whole  military  body,  and  re-eftabli(hing  it  on 
conftitutional  principles.     This  plan  would  not  have 
been  difagreeacble  to  la  Fayette,  but  when  it  was 
propofed  in  the  affembly,  moft  of  the  members  were 
terrified  at  its  audacity,  and  it  was  rejefbed  by  ail 
parries*.     The  price  Mirabeau  received  from   the 
crown  for  his  fervices  was  fix  hundred  thoufand 
livres  (26,250/.)  in  prompt  payment,  and  an  allow- 
ance of  fifty  thoufand  livres  (2187/.)  a-month*". 
The  king  had  much  repugnance  to  overcome  before 
he  could  repofe  an  entire  confidence  in  Mirabeau,  or 
refolve  to  rely  on  a  man  of  his  charafter  *,  but  the 
marquis  de  Bouille  ;  to  whom  Mirabeau*s  junftion 
with  the  court  was  communicated,  was  immediately 
fenfible  of  its  beneficial  tendency.     He  was  of  opi- 
nion that  the  genius,  talents,  and  firmnefs  of  Mira- 
beau were  equal  to  the  greatnefs  of  the  emergency ; 
and  that   if    any  man  could   fave   the  king   and 
monarchy  it  was  he\     The  following  comparifon  Comptred 
between  the  characters  of  Mirabeau  and  la  Fayette  ^^  ** 
is  fo  fagadous  and  juft,  that  I  give  it  in  M.  de  ^*^^^** 
Bouill^'s  own  words :  "  It  will  appear  aftonifliing^ 
"  without  doubt,  that  I  fhould  ad:  with  fo  much 
"  confidence  towards  Mirabeau,  when  my  condu£k 
"  towards  la  Fayette  was  marked  with  fuch  diftruft. 
"  The  reafon  is  obvious ;  avarice  and  ambition  were 
"  the  reigning  paflions  of  the  former,  and  thefe 
"  the  king  could  amply  gratify  when  re-feated  on 
"  his  throne :  now  I  very  well  knew  that  Mirabeau 
^^  poflefled  too  much  difcernment  not  to  perceive 
"  that  the  gratitude  and  favours  of  a  prince,  whom 
*•  he  Ihould  have   contributed  to   reftore  to  his 
"  power  and  authority,  were  much  to  be  preferred 
<<  to  popular  favour,  and  the  temporary  fituation  of 

I  BoQiU^^s  Memoin,  p.  174.    Moore*t  View,  to1«  ii.  p.  170. 
^  Bouill6*t  Menoirti  p*  277.  ^  Idenii  p.  375. 

^  Idem,  p.  ^77. 
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**  leader  of  a  party.  La  Fayette,  cm  the  contwry, 
'^  was  an  enthufiaft,  and  intoxicated  with  felf-love ; 
**  whofe  price  could  neither  be  known  or  reached  ; 
^^  a  defcription  of  men  at  all  times  dangerous,  but 
*^  particularly  fo  during  a  revolution  \" 
Mtn-  The  plan  which  Mirabeau  propofed  to  adopt  for 

^^**       reftoring  the  king  to  liberty  and  political  import- 
'     '        ance,  and  the  means  and  refources  he  pofTefTed  for 
putting  it  in  execution,  are  thus  faithfully  difplayed 
by  the  fame  candid  and  judicious  author : — ^'  The 
**  intention  of  Mirabeau  was  to  procure  the  diffo- 
**  lution  of  the  affembly  and  the  liberty  of  the  king, 
by  the  force  and  will  of  the  nation  itfelf ;  efta- 
blifliing  this  principle,  that  the  reprefentatives  of 
the  people  at  this  affembly  were  not  poffeffed  of 
the  powers  neceffary  to  make  a  change  in  the  an- 
cient conftitution,  fuch  a  meafure  being  contrary 
to  the  inftruftions  given  by  all  the  provinces  to 
^*  the  deputies  fent  by  them  to  the  ftates-general, 
'^  which  inftruftions  had  neither  been  altered  nor 
revoked ;  and  that  the  king,  being  deprived  of 
his  perfonal  liberty,   could   not  inveft  with  his 
'<  authority  the  new  laws  that  had  been  enadted. 
**  The  validity  of  this  objeftion  being  admitted,  he 
*'  then  intended  to  procure  addreffes  from  the  dif- 
*'  ferent  departments,  praying  that  the  prefent  af- 
**  fembly  might  be  diffolved  ; '  a  new  one  convoked, 
**  with  the  powers  requifite  for  making  fuch  alter- 
^^  ations  in  the  conftitution  as  ihould  appear  necef-^ 
fary  ;  and  that  the  king  fhould  be  reftored  to  his 
liberty,  and  the  enjoyment  of  a  reafonable  au- 
thority.    Thefe  addreffes  were  to  be  fupported 
by  the  people  of  Paris,  whom  Mirabeau  feemed 
to  think  at  his  difpofal,  when  he  {hould  have  re« 
moved  fome  of  the  leading  men  of  the  Jacobia 
*'  fadion,  whom  he  had  already  denounced  to  the 
aflembly.    Mirabeau  reckoned  iix-and-thirty  de- 

^  Booille*s  MemoirSf  p.  tSi* 
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^*  partments  whofe  condud:  he  could  dired,  and  I 
*^  myfelf  could  dq>end  upon  fix ;  befides,  as  I  have 
"  already  obferved,  there  was  hardly  a  department 
"  in  the  kingdom  which  was  not  well  affefted  to 
"  the  royal  caufe*     Mirabeau  was  further  to  deliver 
"  to  me  the  king  and  royal  family  either  at  Com- 
"  peigne  or  at  Fontainbleau,  where  I  fhould  have 
"  furrounded  them  with  my  beft  troops  "•"      In 
this  whole  plan  there  was   no  violence  meditated 
either  againft  the  aifembly   or   individuals  ;    the 
people  were  to  be  reforted  to  that  they  might  re- 
medy the  evils  which  an  ufurping  body  had  com- 
mitted in  their  name.     Nor  could  it  with  propriety 
be  termed  a  counter-revolution,  but  merely  a  cor* 
reftive  meafure,  tending  to  reftrain  the  vices  and 
defeAs  which  had  originated  in  rafhnefs,  violence, 
and  ignorance.     A  new  aflfembly,  duly  eleded  and 
authorized  for  the  purpofe,   could  have  framed  a 
conftitution  with  greater  probability  of  fuccefs  than 
that  which  already  exifted.     Obtaining  their  autho- 
rity without  a  ftruggle,  they  would  have  proceeded 
to  bufinefs  without  rancour,  and  inftead  of  deflroy* 
ing  every  thing  without  referve,  they  would  have 
endeavoured  to  combine  exlfting  laws  and  eftablKh- 
meats  with  fuch  reforms  as  the  difpofition  of  the 
people  and  the  neceility  of  the  times  fuggefled. 
Enlightened  by  the  experience  of  their  predeceffors, 
they  would  have  avoided  their  faults ;  while  from  a 
contemplation  of  the  danger  into  which  the  king- 
dom had  been  plunged  by  precipitation,  jealoufy, 
and  party-fpirit,  they  would  have  learned  modera- 
tion, forb^Liance,  and  mutual  confidence.    Thus 
the  firft  national  adOfembly  would  not  have  exifled.  in 
vain,  and  the  few  principled  members  of  it  who  fur« 
vive  the  wreck  of  the  times  would  not  be  under  the 
Qeceffity  of  lamenting  that  they  have  been  uninten- 
tionally acceflary  to  the  deftrudion  of  their  fove* 

■  Bouilte's  Memoin,  |^**A7S. 
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reign,  the  extirpation  of  religion,  the  enflaving  of 
their  country,  and  the  conflagration  of  Europe. 
liii  exer-      n  IMirabeau  applied  the  whole  force  of  his  genius 
^'^"^'        and  all  the  energy  of  his  indefatigable  mind  to  give 
effecl  to  this  new  plan,  in  the  refult  of  which  l\p  ex- 
pected to  be  prime  minifter.     He  ufed  all  his  eflPorts 
to  difunite  the  prevailing  &dions,  and  make  them 
jealous  of  and  odious  to  each  other.     He  had  at- 
tached to  himfelf  the  Lameths,  Bamave  his  former 
rival  in  eloquence,  and  Duport  "•    There  is  reafon 
to  fuppofe  that  Mirabeau  alfo  made  fome  attempts 
to  conciliate  la  Fayette ;    this  might  be  dictated 
cither  by  hope  or  fear ;  there  was  reafon  to  appre- 
hend  that  the  general  had  by  fome  means  obtained 
a  knowledge  of  the  projefi,  and  had»  at  his  own  de- 
fire,  had  a  conference  of  three  hours  with  Mirabeau, 
at  the  houfe  of  Emery,  deputy  for  Metz,  who  was  a 
confidant  of  la  Fayette  ^     From  the  union  of  two 
fuch  men,  had  it  been  poflible,  the  greateft  advan- 
tages might  have  been  derived ;  but  la  Fayette,  li- 
mited in  his  talents  though  unbounded  in  his  ambi- 
tion and  vanity,  could  not  have  borne  the  near  ap- 
proach of  a  mind  fo  much  his  fuperior,  or  have  con- 
fented  to  embrace  fo  grand  a  plan,  from  the  execu- 
tion  of  which  hypocrify,  petty  intrigue,  and  trivial 
manoeuvre  muft  have  been  baniflied.    To  ftrengthen 
his  own  party  was  among  Mirabeau's  greateft  efforts. 
He  was  defirous  of  forming  a  connection  vidth  per- 
fons  of  talents,  and  of  employing;  them  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  to  give  effeft  and  vigour  to  a  new  fyftem 
/and  a  new  adminiftration.     Among  others  fo  applied 
to  was  Dumouriez,  who  undertook  the  embafiy  to 
Pruffia,  and  feems  to  have  entered  cordially  into 
Mirabeau's  interefts.     Mirabeau  alfo  made  due  pre- 
parations to  fecure  the  2q)probation  of  foreign  courts, 
and  proper  advances  to  miniftcrs :  even  count  Hertz- 

"  Apologie  des  Piojets,  &c.  p.  19  }• 
•  boaiJU't  MeiDoirSy  p.  iSx.  197. 
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hergj  the  Ruffian  mmifter,  though  Mirabeau  hated 
Km,  ^vas  cotnpftitcnted  \wth  numerous  confult- 
atioh  s  «•• 

During  thele  tranja^ohs,  Mirabeau  was  not  in-  in  the 
attentive  to  his  chitieJi  in  the  affembF^,  where  the  de-  ^^^^^r- 
bates  generally  turned  on  fomd  articles  of  the  con- 
fixtution,  in  which  he  intereffed  himfclf  in  propor- 
tion to  their  magnitude,  but  a:voided  a  mode  of 
conduft  fo  decifive  as  to  alarm  the  one,  or  injure 
the  other  party.  He  was  ele6ted  one  of  the  aami- 
mftrators  of  me  department  of  Paris,  which  gave  ' 
him  a  right  to  command  the  municipality,  and  drew 
up  a  proclamation,  in  which  he  ftrongly  recommended 
obedience  to  the  law,  and  fubmif&on  to  authority  ''• 
He  was  elevated  to  the  prefident's  chair,  which  he  »9^h  Jao. 
filled  with  dignity  and  moderation.  He  diftinguifhed  loth  Feb. 
his  prefidency  by  the  anfwer  he  gave  to  a  deputation 
of  quakers,  who  required  permiffion  to  abftain  from 
military  duty,  as  it  was  repugnant  to  their  religious 
tenets.  Mirabeaii's  anfwer  is  one  of  thofe  fpecimens 
of  fubtflty  which  rardy  occur :  it  refiifes  the  requeft 
of  the  petitioners,  without  leaving  them  reafon  to 
complain,  or  the  power  of  renewing  their  fuppli- 
cation;  and  invalidates  the  reafoning  of  the  peti- 
tion, without  dirowing  diigrace  or  blame  on  the 
petitioners  %  .The  laft  words  pronounced  by  Mira- 
beau in  the  tribune  were  thefe : — *'  I  will  oppofe 
**  the  iadious ;.  I  will  combat  them,  of  whatever 
<<  party  or  on  whatever  fide  they  may  be  •/* 

Converfing  with  Dumouriez  on  afiairs  of  the  HitrudJ«i 
utmoft  importance,  the  charafter  of  count  Hertz-  ^** 
l)erg  became  the  fubjeft  of  difcuffioa.    f^  This  old 

9  Lifeof  DumovfieVk  t«f«ii.'p.  Its*  AiAong Mvnibeta*t  motivet 
for  dtflifcMg  count  Iferttberf ,  may  be  reckoned  tbe  pi%le  of  lofbof- 
ihip.  The  coant  hid  afMluced  a  criticifm  on  the  Hiftoire  de  la 
Mooarchie  Pniflteone  woich  highly  offended  Miftbean*  Set  Lettrea 
a  MauTillon,  p.  450.  fij. 

t  fiiftorkal  Skeich»  p<  ^3. 

'  Debates,    Talma*i  Chronology, 

*  Aqfcdotet  da  Rcgnt  de  Loots  XVh  tol.  ti.  p.  ayi • 
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^^  fox  (faid  Mirabeau)  is  furrounded  by  a  chaplet 
^^  of  obftrudions,  and  attacked  at  the  fame  time  by 
'^  at  lead  five  or  fix  maladies,  all  of  which  are  mor- 
*'  tal;  and  yet  he  is  continually  broaching  new 
^^  proieds,  as  if  he  were  to  live  a  hundred  years ; 
^^  while  in  fad  one  of  the  fatal  fitters  has  her  fciflars 
^'  ready  to  cut  the  thread  that  holds  fufpended  over 
%d  Aprii.  <c  |jjg  |{^  ^jjg  fword  of  Damocles.'*    In  four  days 

Mirabeau  himfelf  was  no  more  ^ !  * 

soth  Mar.  When  his  illnefs  was  announced,  all  Paris  was  ia 
conftemation  and  alarm :  his  door  was  crowded 
with  inquirers,  and .  the  king  himfelf  fent  for  in- 
formation of  the  ftate  of  his  health.  He  fufFered  the 
acuteit  pains  without  betraying  any  unmanly  fymp- 
toms  of  alarm  or  anguifh.  He  converfed  with  his 
fri^ds,  and  delivered  to  Talleyrand  Perigord  a 
fpeech  which  he  had  compofed  on  the  law  then  agi- 
tated in  the  aflembly  refpefUng  teftamentary  devifes. 
*^  It  will  be  a  remarkable  cu-cumflance  (he  faid) 
^^  that  the  man  who  offers  them  this,  his  lafl  tri* 
^^  bute,  prepared  it  immediately  after  making  his 
**  own  ^1  "•"  He  appeared  to  feel  fome  regret  at 
quitting  life,  juft  when  he  was  about  to  have  com- 
menced an  uieful  and  truly  sbrious  career;  and 
be  predided,  that  with  *him  the  French  monarchy 
would  expire  *. 
Suppor^d  The  fuppofed  caufc  of  Mirabeau's  death  was  a. 
fonedT* '  gathering  occafioned  by  the  ftoppage  of  an  iffue : 
his  heart  was  dried  up,  and  a  mortification  had 
taken  place  in  his  inteflines.  Such  wa?  the  praces 
verbal  publifhed  by  the  furgeons  who  opened  him  \ 
The  people  of  Paris  fufpeded  that  the  days  of  their 
favourite  had  been  fhortened  by  poifon.  All  au- 
thors  who  have  written  on  Mirabeau's  death  have 
mentioned  this  fuppofition  with  different  degrees  of 

<  Life  of  Dumouriez,  voh  if.  p.  119. 

«  i^necdotes  du  Re^ne  de  Louii  XVI.  roLvi.  p«  %y%. 

*  Moore*f  Journal ,  vol.  i.  p.  470. 

y  Anecdotes  du  Regne  de  Louis  XVI.  vol.  ▼!.  p.  173.  ^ 
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acqulefcence  or  difbelief.  I  am  of  opinion  that  the 
h&j  fo  far  as  it  can  be  dedded  by  probability,  ap« 
pears  almoft  certain.  The  critical  period  at  which  • 
Mirabeau  was  carried  off ;  the  lad  words  he  uttered 
m  the  tribune,  fo  well  calculated  to  ftrike  terror 
and  infufe  defperate  refolutions  in  the  party  he  had 
relmquifhed,  naturally  gave  birth  to  fufpicion :  the 
extent  of  the  projeft  in  which  he  was  embarked  im- 
plied a  neceffity  for  a  diffufe  confidence,  and  Or- 
leans, who  had  his  fpies  and  agents  every  where, 
could  not  fail  of  obtaining  information,  if  not  of  the 
whole  circumftances,  at  leaft  of  the  leading  features 
of  a  plan  which  threatened  entire  deftrufidon  to  all 
thofe  fchemes  of  ambition  and  revenge,  in  purfuit 
of  which  he  had  ruined  his  fortune,  and  expofed 
himfelf  to  every  danger.  .  No  man  was  fo  likely  as 
Orleans  to  effeA  the  death  of  a  dangerous  opponent 
by  violence  of  any  kind,  but  in  the  prefent  cafe  pdi- 
fon  was  the  moft  eafy  and  effeAual  method.  I  am 
not  qualified  to  difcufs  chirurgically  or  medically 
the  probability  of  the  caufe  which  was  fuppofed  to 
have  occaiioned  Mirabeau's  death  operating  by  fuch 
means  as  an  acute  excrticiating  agony,  terminating 
an  illnefs  of  three  days  by  panuytical  affedions,  and 
an  incapacity  to  fpeak,  though  the  power  of  writing 
remained  till  almoft  Us  laft  moment  *.  The  fufpi- 
dons  of  the  people  were  appeafed  by  the  report  of 
the  furgeons  who  opened  the  body;  but  the  reports 
of  furgeons  are  not  always  true,  and  the  circum- 
ftances on  this  occafion  afforded  juft  ground  for 
continued  fufpicion.  Sixty  furgeons  were  chofen 
from  the  different  fedions  of  Pkris  to  attend  on  the 
occafion;  few  of  them,  as  they  afterwards  con- 
fefied,  approached  the  body  fo  as  to  examine  it  mi- 
nutely ;  and  there  was  a  mob  of  above  one  hun- 
dred thoufand  perfons  coUedled,  vowing  vengeance 
if  it  ihould  be  difcovered  that  Mirabeau's  days  had 

*  Anecdotes  duRrgnc  deLouit  XVL  vol.  vi.  p.  17s. 
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been  abridged  by  treachery*  Uncertain  againit 
whom  the  popular  violence  might  be  dire&ed,  it  is 
not  wonderful  if  thefe  furgeons  made  a  report  contrary 
to  their  conviction,  and  fuppreCed  fymptoms  which 
might  have  led  to  doubts^  if  not  certainties  of  th/s 
faS\  But  even  fuppofmg  the  fur^ons  to  have 
declared  faithfully  the  refult  of  then:  e^eriment^ 
it  feems  that  difTeCHon  does  not  always  a^ord  ded- 
five  proof  on  the  fubjed ,  and  fufpicion,  ftrongly 
founded  on  the  political  crifis  at  which  he  died,  is 
left  to  point  out  as  her  objeds  thofe  whofe  confe-> 
quence  wodld  be  diminifhed^  and  whofe  fcheme$ 
would  be  thwarted  by  his  newly-adopted  poHtics  ^^ 
His  deaths  however,  was  the  greateft  political  mif-f 
lortune  that  could  have  occurred  to  France.  The 
afiembly  immediately  loft  its  imaU  ihare  of  reQ)e£b-» 
ability,  the  proceedings  of  the  ^l\!^  a^umed  an 
imexampled  audacity,  and  a  multitude  of.  crawling^ 
feptiles  became  confpicuous  and  noxious,  whom 
tHe  Uaze  of  Mirabeau's  genius  would  i^t.  plqafuie 
{i^Lvie  driven  back  to  the  cav^s  of  ignominy  ^nd  ob-r 
(curity* 

When  ]^Tabeau'^  death  w^s  publicly  known, 
ft  general  regret  was  teltified  by  all  ranks  of 
people.  The  theatre^  Were  (hut,  the  fleets  lowere4 
their  topfails,  ^nd  ev^  thing  yforc  the  appearance 
of  publif  calamity.  M^^Comps.  his  fecretary,  wa$ 
fo  affeded  tbrajt  he  attempted  to  ftab  himfelf  with  a 
penknife,  but  was  faved.  The  news  occaiioned  in 
fhe  national  afiembly  a  general  exclams^tion  of  grief. 
It  was  imm^iately  decreed,  that  the  members  (hould 
go  into  mourning ;  the  members  of  the  department, 
and  of  the  municipality  of  Paris,  followed  their 
^sample'}  and  it  fpread  all  over  France.  In  a  few 
hours  after  his  death,  the  people  changed  the  name 
of  the  ftreet  wh^re  he  had  redded,  from  Rue  de  la 

f  Playfair*s  Hiftory  of  JjcobiBifnuy  p.  296*  n. 
1^  ImpinialHiftoryy  Tol.i.  p.4oo. 
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Chaise  ^Aniin^  to  Rue  de  idfirabeau,  After  m^ch 
deli(»eration,  and  propofak  to  bury  hiox  at  Saint 
Depis  in  company  with  th^  kings  of  France,  and  in 
Hbt  Champ  de  Mars  under  the  national  altar,  it  was 
decreed  that  die  church  of  Saint  Genevieve  fhould 
be  a  receptacle  for  the  remains  of  il^udr^us  men, 
and  that  Mirabeau  flK)uld  firft  have  the  honour  of 
being  placed  there.  It  was  decreed  that  the  whole 
p^ional  aflembly  ihould  att^d  his  funeral.  The 
retinue  extended  to  the  length  of  a  league,  though 
the  natbnal  guard  foriped  a  front  of  fii^teen  deep« 
All  the  ci^il  and  military  bodies  attended^  as  did  the 
king's  minifters.  His  cofHn^  inftead  of  a  marquis's 
corpnet,  which  his  rank  would  have  raquired  before 
the  abolition  of  nobility,  was  adorned  with  a  civic 
crown  decreed  by  the  country «  No  found  was 
heard,  fave  muffled  drums,  melancholy  martial  mu- 
fie,  and  occafional  difcharges  of  artillery.  His 
funeral  oration,  a  fplendid  compofition,  was  deli- 
vered by  Cerutti.  The  buit  of  Mirabeau  was 
placed  in  the  halls  of  moft  of  the  municipalities  and 
political  clubs  throughout  the  kingdom.  In  many 
provincial  towns  and  cities,  as  Bourdeaux,  VerfaiUes^ 
Bayeux,  and  Bagneux,  funeral  fervices  were  cele- 
brated to  his  memory.  At  Bagneux  the  concourfe 
of  people  vtras  fo  great,  that  feveral  of  the  neigh- 
bouring villages  were  abfolutely  ilripped  of  their  m- 
habitants;  in  the  town  only  feven  infirm  perfons 
were  left  at  home,  and  that  (fays  my  author)  only 
becaufe  they  could  get  nobody  to  carry  them% 
At  Lelheven,  near  Breft,  sm  image  of  Mirabeau  was 
cut  in  wood,  and  placed  on  a  pedeftal  in  a  public 
fquare,  for  inauguration :  there  was  a  civic  feafl ; 
the  Marfeillois  hymn  was  chanted,  ^  and,  at  a  given 
word,  the  people,  the  municipal  officers,  the  juflices 
of  peace,  and  the  national  guards,  fell  proflrate, 

c  Anecdotes  du  Re^e  de  Louis  XVI,  toK  vi«  p.  273  to  179. 
Hiftoriet. 
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and,  with  a  new  kind  of  idolatry,  paid  their  homage 

to  Mirabeau'.      Funeral  orations  and  poems  of 

every  defcripdon  were  publifhed  in   abundance ; 

more  than  one  colledion  was  made  of  his  fpeeches  ^  ; 

Manuel   fraudulently  publifhed  his  letters  written 

while  in  the  caflle  of  Vi^cennes ;    and    his  letters 

to  Mauvillon  and  Chamfort  have  fince  been  com* 

mitted  to  the  prefs. 

i>i«»  in-         Mirabeau  made  a  will,  in  which  he  left  feveral 

^^^^^*      confiderable  bequefts,  yet  he  died  infolvent.    It  is 

probable  that  his  effefts  were  immediately  diflri-* 

buted,  and  his  colledion  of  books,  &c.  never  fold. 

Some  of  his  creditors  endeavoured  to  pofTefs  them- 

felves  of  the  letters  which  Manuel  had  printed  and 

was  about  to  publifh  ^  but  were  at  length  obliged  to 

apply  to  the  legiflative  aflembly,  which,  after  feveral 

debates,  decreed  that  his  debts  fliould  be  paid  by  the 

public  '. 

sithAug.      A  fhort  period  fubverted  the  fragil  edifice  of 

PofthuV     Miralwtu's  popularity.     As  a  friend  to  monarchy 

moas  in.    he  fiHl  encountered  the  fury  of  the  mob.    After 

^"'"*        the  florming  of  the  Tuilleries,  his  bufls  were  de* 

voted  to  dellruftion,  together  with  thofe  of  la  Fay- 

Scpt.i79».  ette  and  Necker  *.    As  the  principles  of  republic- 

anifm  were  more  generally  adopted,  the  refped  for 

Mirabeau  deicreafed,  the  fireet  named  after  him  was, 

when   general  Montefquiou  had  over-run  Savoy, 

new  named  Rue  de  Mont  Blanc  K     In  the  cele« 

brated  iron  clofet  feveral  papers  were  found*  or 

pretended  to  have  been  found,  certifying  Mirabeau's 

connexion  with  the  court.     They  were  produced  at 

'  Bamiert  HiAory  of  the  Clergy,  Part  II.  p.  47. 

*  The  only  meant  an  Englilh  reader,  unacquainted  with  the  French 
langu;)ge,  can  have  of  eftimating  Mirabeau^s  eloquence,  are  fupplied 
by  an  admirable  trauflation  of  bis  Speeehee,  made  by  James  White, 
Efquire. 

f  See  Manuel* 
See  Debates  ft4th  and  17th  OAober,  and  3d  Novembtr  i79i>  an4 
|ith  January  1791. 

^  Impartial  Hiftory,  ToLii.  p.  115. 

9  I'cltier's  li^tcPiAure  of  Pi^riti  vol.  ii.  p.  Ji5. 
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the  king^s  trial,  and  denied  by  him,  and  there  are 
ftrong  reafons,  from  internal  evidence,  to  coniider 
them  forgeries,  though  the  h&s  inferred  happened 
to  be  true.  When  the  rage  of  republicanifm  was  *5*fc  Nor. 
at  its  greateft  height,  Chenier  the  poet,  in  the  name  '^^-^^ 
of  the  committee  of  public  inftru6tion,  prefented  a 
report  to  the  convention,  in  which  thefe  letters  were 
recited.  It  formed  the  bafis  of  a  decree  that  the 
remains  of  Mirabeau  fhould  be  taken  from  the 
Pantheon,  and  thofe  of  Marat  placed  there  in  his 
ftead  ^.  The  execution  of  this  abfurd  decree  (ab- 
furd  as  to  the  latter  part  at  leaft)  is  not  to  be  re- 
corded amongft  the  difgraces  of  the  age  of  terror^ 
it  was  referved  to  iligmatize  the  pretended  age  of 
moderation.  It  was  not  carried  into  effe£t  till  fome 
months  after  the  fall  of  Robefpierre '. 

Mirabeau's  features  were  harfh,  and  his  perfon  P»ron  anl 
clumfy.     His  head,  which  was  uncommonly  large,  **""**"• 
Teemed  to   be  wedged  in  between    his  enormous 
(houlders,  and  his  body  and  limbs  formed  a  thick 
nnfliaped  mafs.     Yet  when  he  applied  his  talents  to 
feduflion,  he  was  more  fuccefsfril  than  many  others, 
whofe  perfonal  attradions  feem   much    greater  "• 
After  the  h€ts  contained  in  the  preceding  narrative, 
it  is  unneceflary  to  defcant  on  his  character  as  fon 
and  hufband.     He  is  faid  to  have  been  extremely 
choleric,  and  even  brutal  in  the  regulation  of  his 
family,    frequently    defcending    to    the    cowardly 
meannefs  of  ftriking  his  own  fervants ".     As  an  Ttlentt 
author  he  derived  much  of  his  fuccefs  from  his  art  **  •"  ^* 
m  always  writing  on  the  topic  which  created  the       ' 
greateft  (hare  of  momentary  intereft.     He  was  not 
diligent  in  the  feleftion  of  materials,  frequently  re- 
lying on  the  labours  of  his  friends,  as  Mauvillon  and 
Chamfort,  and  often  adopting  without  refer ve  as 

^  DelMtet.     PaglSy  vol.  i.  p.  384, 
'  Mifs  William»*8  Letters  in  17941  vol*  It.  p.  lo* 
">  Moore^s  View,  vol.  ii.  p.  sii.    Page8»  vol.  i.  p.  3S9.     Conjura* 
lion  6c  d^Orleant»  vol.  i.  p.  313. 
^   CoDJoration  dt  d^Orlcaiis^  vo^i«  p.  914. 

much 
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much  afi  fuited  his  fobjef):,  from  the  works  of  other 
authors,  either  ancient  or  cotejpporary  ^  What 
1^  received  and  what  he  fele&ed  he  made  his  own 
l)y  the  force  of  his  genius,  the  propriety  of  his  ar- 
rangement, the  beauties  of  his  ftyle,  and  the  ele* 
gance  of  his  ornaments.  He  had  an  exalted  opinion 
of  his  own  abilities,  relied  on  the  favourable  judg- 
inent  of  pofterity,  and  difdained  his  cotemporaries. 
^'  No  bankruptcy,"  he  fays  in  a  letter  to  Mau- 
villon,  ^'  is  thje  produ^ion  of  Meifirs.  Clavi^e  and 
"  Brifibt  de  Warville.  Your  German  critics  muft 
'^  be  miferable  tafters,  to  miftake  the  brewings  of 

Asanora-  ««  thefc  gentry  fcr  my  wine^*'  His  voice  was 
'*  ioxdkicy  loud,  and  commanding,  except  when  he 
^^  agitated  by  paflion,  then  it  occaiionally  aflumed 
the  depth  and  compafs  of  Stentor,  and  fometimes  by 
^  fudden  tranfition  was  brought  to  refemble  the 
treble  ftring  of  a  violin  fqueaking  under  the  bow  \ 
He  had  great  rhetorical  talents,  and  could  employ 
l^hem  on  fudden  emergencies,  and  in  all  dire£tions« 
This,  in  popular  aifemblies,  rendered  him  almoft  ir<« 
refiftible.  He  never  defpaired  of  turning  the  de- 
t>ate.  His  vidories  were  always  fplendid,  his 
defeats  never  ignominious.  He  never  ai^>eared 
vanquiil)ed,  and  no  man  could  aflume  a  triumph 
over  him.  His  talents  for  repartee,  joined  to  his 
powers  of  reafoning,  enabled  him  with  equal  iaci« 
lity  to  difcoQcert  his  opponents  with  farcafm,  or 
leiute  thejn  by  force  of  argument,  while  the  great* 
nefs  oi  his  abilities  and  his  fudden  command  of 
th^m  enabled  him,  if  any  of  his  co-adjutors  zp^ 
prpached  him,  fo  as  to  be  thought  competitors,  by 
a  little  effort  to  throw  them  back  to  their  original  and 

As  a  poll,  p^^^al  diftance^      To  appreciate  Mirabeau  as  a 

«  • 

•  See  t  rrmarkabic  inftance  in  Wildc*8  Addrefs  to  tbe  Frieadi  of 
the  People,  p*  115. 
P  Lett  res  a  Mauviilon,  p.  440. 
«  Conjuration  de  d*0rleans»  ¥ol.  i.  p.  at). 
'  Wild<;*s  Add^-efs^  p.  10^.  io(.    Moore*t  VieW|  voUii.  p.  ait. 
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politidan,  it  will  be  more  proper  to  furvcy  the  end 

than  the  earlier  part  of  his  careen     In  his  {Iruggle 

for  power,  he  difgraced  himfelf  by  many  violences 

and  excefleSy  for  which  a  prifon  or  a  fcaffbld  would 

have  been  the  deferved  puiiiihment.    When  he  had 

attained  the  objedt  of  his  ambition,  when  wealth, 

T^pe&y   and  nobilitv'  became  his  own,  he  was 

deurous  to  tread  bacK  the  fteps  he  had  taken,  and 

to  eftablifh  a  more  fplendid  reputatbn,  as  well  as  a 

more  permanent  audiority .    Awake  hom  the  dream 

of  popular  frenzy  and  recovered  from  the  delufions  - 

of  ilhiminilbpt,  he  might  have  rendered  the  mo(^ 

conffncuous  and  eflential  ferviqes  to  his  coimtry,  and  . 

to  the  world.    From  his  deceafe  we  may  da^e  thq 

^9fid  dedenfion  of  royalty,  and  the  audacious  djf- 

play  of  diforgani^g  politics  pwfued  by  the  4ev 

migogues  of  ftw^. 

f  Mirabeav  wu  not  fiiendly  to  the  decree  for  abolifiiing  titles,  anno* 
rial  bearings.  Sec.  He  tbvs  exprefles  bimftlf :  **  It  is  the  moH  dlffi* 
ff*  cqlt  of  all  imdertaiuogSf  toerafe  from  the  human  heart  the  influenca 
V  of  racoUeftioas.  Trqe  nobilitj  is*  for  this  reafoh,  a  property,  no 
«*  lefs  iDdeftruAible  than  facred.  Forma  roaj  rarY^  but  the  woHbip 
u  wtil  erer  continve.  Let  every  man  be  equal  in  nic  eye  of  the  law. 
{«  let  erery  moaopoiy  diftppear,  all  elfe  is  but  ctengmg  U)C  piqeft  Of 
ff  fci»iPW  YspiOr*"'    lf««tres  a  Ma^irilloii,  p.  $jfi 
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A  s  Necker  is  generally  confidered  one  of  the 
•**^  principal  authors  of  the  French  revolution,  his 
condud:  and  views  have  been  examined  and  criticifed 
with  Angular  afperity*     On  one  hand,  thofe  who 
have  fuflFered  by  the  revolution,  and  attribute  to  him 
all  the  evils  they  complain  of,   are  incefiant  and 
intemperate  in  tndr  reproaches;  while  thofe  who 
think  his  reforms  too  much  reftri^ed,    and  his 
views  in  many  refpefts   too  confined,    and  often 
perfonal,  are  no  lefs  inveterately  his  enemies ;  but, 
on  the  other  hand,    Necker    priding   himfelf   in 
his  integrity,  and  pofleffing  a  ftyle  fuffidently  elo- 
quent, and  much  improved  by  habit,  has  defended 
his  conduct  in  many  works,  equivalent  in  them- 
felves  to  the  efforts  of  thofe  partifans  whom  intereft 
or  affedion  might  have  attached  to  him. 
1731*         Necker   was    born  at   Geneva;    his  father  was 
fai7on*and  pJ'ofeffor  of  civil  law  in  the  college  there  * ;  he  re- 
OTitfet  Id     ceived  an  education  much  fuperior  to  that  generally 
life.         given  to  men  intended  for  bufmefs " ;  but  the  nar- 
rownefs  of  his  circumflances  obliging  him  to  feek 
fome  means  of  gaining  a  fubfiftence  more  pro- 
mifmg  than  the  walks   of  literature,  he  became 
clerk  to  a  banker  at  Geneva,    at  a  falary  of  fix 
1751.     hundred  livres  (26/.  5J.)  a-year*.     While  he  was 
Goe»to     i,^  ti^g  fituation,  Theluflbn,  the  banker  at  Paris, 

<  Hifloire  Literaire  de  Goneve»  par  Jean  Senebier^  vol.  iii.  p*  90. 
994.     /Anecdotes  du  Regne  de  Louis  XVI.  toLv.  p.  14ft* 
■  Moore's  View,  toI.i.  p.97*     Anecdotes*  &c. 
«  Moore'i  View,    Bertrand*s  Memoirs,  vol*  i.  p.  145* 

wrote 
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wrote  to  hk  correfpondent  at  Geneva  to  find  him 
a  clerk  to  keep  his  caflx-books;  and  this  corre- 
fpondent,  who  happened  to  be  Necker's  employer^ 
recommended  him  ^.  He  was  retained  at  a  falary 
of  one  thoufand  two  hundred  livres  (52/.  io/«) 
and  gave  fuch  fatisfaAion  by  his  ai&duity  and  in-  Great  fac, 
teiligence,  that  his  emoluments  were  rapidly  raifed,  ^^** 
and  he  was  foon  made  calhier  \ 

In  this  fituation  he  has  been  accufed  of  {peculating 
with  the  money  of  his  employers  *,  and  reproached 
with  having  raifed  his  fortune  by  means  far  lefs 
honourable  ;  but  as  no  proof  of  thefe  aifertions 
has  ever  been  brought  forward,  I  rather  incline  to 
the  dedfion  of  an  accurate  obferver,  who  fays,  that 
'*  his  greatefl 'enemies  have  not  been  able  to  injure 
"  his  reputation  for  probity'/*  The  embarraffment  of 
thefinances  of  France,  under  the  adminiflration  of  the 
abbe  Terray ,  afforded  him  the  means  of  advantageous 
fpeculation ;  and  his  employers,  confcious  of  his  faga- 
dty  and  of  the  benefits  they  derived  from  his  intelli- 
gence, admitted  him  partner  ^.  He  made  a  very 
large  and  rapid  fortune  by  thefe  fpeculations,  and 
by  his  interference  in  the  affairs  of  the  Eaft-India 
company,  an  interference  equally  fatisfadtory  to  the 
company  and  the  public,  and  extremely  profitable 
to  himfelf.  Yet  it  has  been  afferted,  that  he  im- 
pofed  on  the  company  by  falfe  pretences,  and  facri- 
ficed  their  advantage  to  his  own  cupidity  ^. 

Tf  Beitrand*s  Memoirs.  The  author  of  Anecdotes  du  Regnt  de 
louis  XVI.  gives  a  different  account  of  Necker's  introduction  to 
ThcIuffi>o  t  be  faysy  that  immediately  on  finiihing  his  education, 
Necker  canne  to  Paris,  and  was  employed  by  Ifaac  Vernet }  that  he 
was  Aiddcoly  difmifled  from  his  houfe,  and  offered  his  fervices  to 
Tbeluflbn,  who  was  the  rival  of  Vernefs  fucceffori  Siladin,  and  re* 
ceived  htm  with  no  other  recommendation  than  his  having  been  em* 
ployed  by  Vernet,  and  a  few  falfe  pretences,  vol*  v.  p«  t^%, 

*  Bertrand's  Memoirs.     Anecdotes,  ^c.  *  Ibid* 
^  See  Anecdotes,  8cc,  vol.  v.  p.  144. 

^  Moore^s  View,  vol.  i.  p.  14.6. 

*  Bcrtrand*s  Memoirs.    Anecdotes,  &c«  ^  Ibid. 

Whai 


Mirrics.        WMfe  hc  was  partner  in  the  hotrfe  of  Thctaffon, 
he  made  his  addrefies  to  a  young  lady  living  with 
tnadanie  Theluffon  as  companion,  ^hofe  name  was 
Sufanna  Curchod.    This  lady  had  prcvioufly  ex- 
cited amorous  fenfations  in  the  bofom  of  Gibbon 
the  hiftorian,  which  the  repugnance  bf  }n$  father  to 
the  match,  and  his  own  prudence,  enabled  him  to 
conquer :  he  fpeaks  of  her  with  the  warmtH  of  a 
lover,  and  with  that  eloquence  for  which  he  is  fo 
much   celebrated.     "  The  perfonal  attractions  of 
**  mademoifelle  Sufan  Curchod  were  embellifhed  by 
**  the  virtues  and  talents  of  the  mind.     Her  fortune 
'**  was  humble,  but  her  family  was  refpeffcable.     Her 
mother,  a  native  of  France,  had  preferred  her 
religion  to  her  country*     The  profeffion  of  her 
father  did  not  extinguifh  the  moderation  and  phi- 
lofophy  of  his  temper,  and  he  lived  content  with 
a  fmall  falary  and  laborious  duty,  in  the  obfcure 
**  lot  of  minifter  of  Crafly,  in  the  mountains  that 
feparate  the  Pays  de  Vaud  from  the  county  of 
Burgundy.     In  the  folitude  of  a  fequeftered  vil- 
lage he  beftowed  a  liberal   and  even  learned 
education  on  his  only  daughter.     She  furpafled 
his  hopes  by  her  proficiency  in  the  fciences  and 
languages^  and  in  her  Ihort  vifits  to  fome  re- 
lations at  Laufanne,  the  wit,   the  beauty,   and 
*^  erudition  of  mademoifelle  Curchod  were  the  theme 
*'  of  univerfal  applaufe.      The  report  of  fuch   a 
prodigy  awakened  my  curiofity ;  I  faw  and  loved. 
I  found  her  learned  without  pedantry,  witty  in 
'*^  converfation,  pure  in  fentiment,  and  elegant  in 
^'  manners;    and    the  firil  fudden    emotion  was 
**  fortified  by  the  habits  and  knowledge  of  a  more 
^^  familiar  acquaintance.  *  *  «  »  The  minifter  of 
Crafly  foon  afterwards   died;    his  ftipend  died 
with  him ;  his  daughter  retired  to  Geneva,  where, 
by  teaching  young  ladies,  flie  earned  a  hard  fub- 
**  fiftence  for  nerfelf  and  her  mother ;  but  in  her 
^^  lowed  diftrefs  flie  maintained  a  fpotlefs  reputation 
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^  and  a.  dignified  behaviour.  A  rich  banker  of  Paris, 
^  a  citizen  of  Geneva,  had  the  g6od  fortune  and 
^  good  fenfe  to  difcover  and  poffefs  this  ineftima^le 
^  treafure ;  and  in  the  capital  of  tafte  and  luxury 
•*  flie  refilled  the  temptations  of  wealth  as  flie  had 
^  fuftained  the  hardihips  of  indigence.  ♦  •  «  ♦  In 
**  every  change  of  profperity  and  difgrace  he  has 
**  reclined  on  the  bofom  of  a  faithful  friend ;  arid 
"  mademoifelle  Curchod  is  now  the  wife  of  M. 
"  Necker,  the  minifter,  and,  perhaps,  the  legiflator 
"  of  the  French  monarchy  ^'' 

On  Necker's  marriage,  his  fhare  in  the  bank  was 
increafed ;  and,  on  Theluflbn's  death,  he  eftabliflied  »7^s« 
a  houfe  of  his  own,  taking  into  partnerihip  with  him 
MdT.  Girardot  and  Haller  ^.  The  rapidity  of  his  rife, 
and  the  extent  of  his  eftabliflnnent,  put  it  out  of 
doubt  that  he  muft  have  been  more  indebted  to  the 
myfteries  of  (lock-jobbing,  than  to  the  regular  courfe 
of  the  banking  bufinefs  for  his  fortune. 

His  reputation  for  financial  knowledge,  aided  by  Made  di- 
a  favourable  impreffion  he  had  made  in  fome  literary  J.^*""  ^^ 
produfUons,  was  fuch,  that  at  the  period  when 
France  was  about'  to  embark  in  the  American  con-  July  1776. 
ted,  he  was  pointed  out  by  M.  de  Pezay,  who  had 
great  influence  with   the  minifter  Maurepas,  as  a 
proper  perfon  to  fucceed  M.  de  Clugny,  recentlv 
deceafed,  as  direflor  of  the  finances'^.     It  is  faid 
by  feveral  writers,  that  he  owed  his  appointment  to 
an  intrigue  amongft  the  bankers'  of  Paris,    who 
wiflied  to  avail  themfelves  of  his  communications 
during  the  war,  and  to  his  own  urgency  and  per- 
feverance  with  M.  de  Pezay,  who  engaged  M.  de 
Maurepas  in  his  interefts  fo  eifeflually,  as  at  lafl:  to 
vanquifli  every  obftacle*.      Necker  was  the  fir  ft 

f  6ibboii*f  MifceUaneoui  Works,  vol.  t.  p.  73. 
I  Anecdotety  &c. 

^  Moore's  View.     Anecdotes,  Sec,  vol.  v.  p.  t3i« 
*  Anecdotes,   &c.     fiertrand's  Memoirs.    Pi  a  j  fair's  Hiftory  of 
jKobinifiDy  p.  6S. 
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proteftant  who^  iince  the  revocation  of  the  edift  of 
Nantz,  had  held  any  important  place  in  the  admi- 
niflration  of  France  ^ ;  and  fome  extraordinary  cir- 
cumftances  muit  be  fuppofed  to  have  contributed 
to  his  elevation.  He  hiinfelf  attributes  it  wholly  to 
the  deranged  ftate  of  the  finances,  and  the  dedine 
of  public  fpirit '  j  but  it  is  not  impoflible  that  it  was 
favoured  by  the  intrigues  alluded  to ;  and  perhaps 
by  a  little  bribery,  which  was  known  to  be  a  fure 
paffport  to  the  favour  of  M.  de  Pezay  ". 
ComptroK  But  whatever  might  be  expefted  from  Neckcr's 
icr  general  ^jj^jj^g  ^nd  exertions,  he  had  not  at  firft  accefs  to 
the  king,  a  circumftance  which  impeded  his  de- 
figns  and  hurt  his  pride,  but  which  he  contrived  to 
furmount  by  creating  a  financial  difpute  between 
M.  Taboureau,  the  comptroller-general  of  finances, 
and  himfelf,  which  occafioned  that  minifler  to  retire 
Jolj  1777.  in  difgufl,  and  Necker  obtained  his  fituation  °» 
Even  when  he  had  immediate  communication  with 
the  king,  he  found  great  difficulty  in  effecting  the 
reforms  he  defired;  he  had  many  prejudices  to  fur- 
mount,  and  many  difcordant  interefts  to  reconcile; 
fo  many,  that  even  late  in  life  he  mentions  the 
difficulties  of  his  fituation  with  fome  feeling  and 
more  vanity.  **  I  flill  remember,**  he  fays  %  "  that 
^^  high  dark  flaircafe  to  M.  de  Maurepas'  apart- 
^'  ments,  which  I  ufed  to  afcend  with  fear  and  de- 
^  jedion,  uncertain  how  a  new  idea  might  fucceed 
*^  with  him,  which  occupied  all  my  attention,  and 
which  often  tended  to  produce  an  increafe  of  the 
revenue  by  fome  juft  but  fevere  operation.  I  ftill 
*'  remember  that  cabinet,  placed  under  the  roof  ef 

k  Impartial  Hiftory,  Tol.i.  p.  14.. 

>  Sur  rAdminiltration  de  M.  Necker,  par  lui  nitme,  p.  S. 

">  Moore*f;  View.  M.  de  Pezay  if  faid  10  have  been  only  b/m  Jifgttt 
marquis  ;  but  having  fortunately  obtained  an  introduftion  to  M.  de 
Maurepas,  he  acquired  an  entire  afcendancy  ovtr  him.  Anecdotes* 
Stc,  vol.  V,  p.  T6a. 

n  Moore*s  View,     Bcrtrand*s  Memoirs.     Anecdottti  kc, 

o  Sur  rAdminiftratioD  de  M.  Necker»  p.  13. 

«  the 
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*•  (he  palace  of  Verfailles,  but  above  the  king's 
^  apartments,  and  which,  by  its  fmailnefs  and  iitu- 
*^  ation,  really  feemed  the  eflence  (and  a  very  re* 
'^  fined  eflence  too)  of  human  vanity  and  ambition* 
^  There  was  I  obliged  to  difcourfe  on  reform  and 
^  economy  to  a  minifter  grown  old  in  the  pomps 
^  and  formalities  of  a  court*  I  remember  the  ad'- 
^  drefs  I  was  obliged  to  ufe  to  fucceed,  and  how, 
*^  after  many  repuues,  I  fometimes  obtained  a  little 
"  attention  to  the  public,  as  a  recompence  for  the 
*^  refources  I  found  in  the  midfl  of  war.  I  flill  re^ 
*'  member  the  kind  of  bafhfulnefs  I  felt  when  I  in^^ 
'^  troduced,  in  the  difcourfes  I  ventured  to  addrefs 
*^  to  him,  fome  of  thofe  grand  moral  ideas  with 
^'  which  I  was  animated.  I  then  appeared  as  gothic 
'^  to  this  old  courtier  as  Sully  did  to  the  young  ones^ 
"  when  he  appeared  at  the  court  of  Louis  XIIL*' 

The  flate  of  the  finaiices  was  at  this  period  very  Plans  of 
much  deranged,  though  not  fo  much  as  to  gain  ere-  ^^^^^^^T* 
dit  for  the  aflertion  of  Rabaud,  that  a  peaceable 
adminiftration  of  fifty  years,  without  wars  and 
without  wants,  would  have  been  infufficient  to  e£fed: 
a  remedy  of  diforders**.  Necker,  however,  not* 
withfbmding  the  confidence  of  his  boiads,  difplayed 
no  genius  capable  of  producing  any  great  national 
advantage.  The  principal  ad:  which  diftinguifhed 
his  adminiflration  was  the  fuppreffion  of  the  inten* 
dans  des  finances.  It  is  of  little  import  at  prefent 
to  difcufs  the  pofTible  utility  of  thefe  officers ;  but 
their  fuppreflion  was  certainly  no  great  national  be<^ 
nefit,  as  the  price  of  their  places  was  refunded  to 
them,  and  the  intereft  of  the  money  was  nearly 
equivalent  to  their  falaries,  befides  the  inconvenience 
of  difburfmg  the  capital.  Thefe  places  were  filled 
by  old  and  diftinguifhed  members  of  the  king's 
council,  and  the  fuppreffion\ould  only  diminifh  the 
influence  of  the  crown,  without  producing  any  real 

F  Rabaud*f  Hiftory  of  the  Revolutloni  p.  34. 

VOL.  II.  L  benefit 
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Mode  of  benefit  to  the  nation  \  The  American  war,  fo  coR^ 
(bppiwi.  ^^T  ^  ^^^T  reipeft  to  the  true  interefts  of  France^ 
had  commenced  at  this  period ;  and  Necker  unda^ 
took  to  carry  it  on  without  laying  any  new  impofts'. 
This  he  was  enabled  nominally  to  perform  by  means 
of  his  credit  amongft  ibt  monied  people^  and  per^ 
haps  by  the  exorbitant  £icrifices  he  m^e  to  thern^ 
at  the  public  expenoe.  His  fyftexa  waa  the  mo(t 
abfurd  and  puerile  ever  invented;  he  borrowed 
money  for  the  exigences  of  one  year,  and  the  next 
borrowed  another  fum  fuffident  for  the  expeoces  of 
the  current  year  and  the  intereft  of  the  year  or 
years  preceding ;  relying>  for  a  final  liquidation^ 
on  the  precarious  refource  of  an  untried,  and  pet^ 
haps  impradicabk  economy*  By  thcfe  meana  he 
maintained  a  forced  and  artificial  ciedit,  but  fet  the 
example  of  thofe  tim^o^ident  loan^  which  occa* 
fioned  the  final  fbgnaticm  of  the  finances  '•  In  the 
courfe  of  his  adminiftratioii,  he  bcdrroved  in  this 
way  five  hundred  and  thirty  millions  (2.3,187,500^), 
on  terms  extremely  advantageous  to  the  lenders  ; 
and  fubfequent  miniftors,  in  the  tpdcc  of  ten  years, 
increafed  the  fum  to  upwards  of  fifteen  hundred 
millions  (65,625,000/.),  for  which  no  provifion 
was  made'* 
Arpiretto  The  improvident  charader  of  the  French,  and 
tile  coin-  ^^^  triumph  of  Necker's  partifiuis,  pKvenlsd  Ac 
cil.  public  from  fpeculating  too  minutelv  cm  the  confe* 

quences  of  this  fyflem.  His  populiarity  increafed, 
and  with  it  his  vanity  ;  he  was  no  longer  contented 
with  the  fituation  of  comptroUer-general  of  the 
finances,  unlefs  .he  could  be  admitted  to  a  feat  in 
the  privy  coimcil,  for  which  his  religion  difqualified 
him*    He  made  implication  to  M«.  de  Maurepas  on 

a  MoortWiew.    Bertrand't  Memoirs.    Anecdote^  &c. 

r  Impartial  Hittory,  vol.  i.  |>.  17.  Hiftorical  Sketch  of  the  Frend 
Kevolution,  p.  31.  HiAortcal  Eflay  on  the  Ambition  and  Conqudis  of 
France^  p.  109. 

•  Anccdote9|  &c.    Expofitioo,  itc,  par  Arthur  DUI01I9  p.  4* 

the 
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tbefubjed:;  but  the  old  minifter,  tx^ifliiilg  perhaps 

to  get  rid  of  him  quietly,  and  make  him  the  author 

of  his  own  difgrace,  advifed  him  to  write  a  letter 

to  the  king,  requeiling  a  feat,  and  a  difpenfation 

with'  the  cuftomary  oath.    Necker  wrote  accord*  MQ7i7gi« 

ingly ;   and  not  receiving  any  anfwer  for  two  days,  ^c^^g"^* 

was  fo  irritated  that  he  waited  on  the  queen  and 

offered  his  refignation,  which,  to  his  great  mortifi« 

cadon,  was  inftantly  accepted.     This  event  is  attri« 

buted,  not  without  fome  appearance  of  probatulity, 

to  the  refentment  of  the  parliaments,  arifmg  from 

the  eftabliihment  of  provincial  adminillrations,  and 

the  diilike  conceived  a^nft  him  by  the  queen  and 

the  count  d' ArtcMS  N 

Some  time  previous  to  his  refignation,  Necker  Jan.i7«t* 
had  publiflied  his  Cmpti  rendu.  This  method  of  hJ^jS^te 
fubmitting  the  views  of  goyetrnment  and  operations  reudu. 
of  finance  to  the  judgment  of  the  public,  was  not 
new :  Turgot "  had  fet  the  example,  and  other  mi- 
nifters  before  Necker  had  foUowed  it.  His  book 
however  was  writtea  with  more  art,  and  had  a 
greater  effed  en  the  public  mind,  as  it  was  long 
coofidered  and  quoted  as  the  only  work  which 
placed  the  affairs  of  France  in  a  clear  light,  and 
gave  occafion  to  Necker's  partifans  to  hold  him 
out,  long  after  his  retreat,  as  the  only  man  capable 
of  reftoring  order,  and  re-eftabli(hing  public  credit. 
Popular  opinion  was,  for  fome  time  after  the  pub'^ 
lication,  divided ;  but  it  is  now  generally  treated  as 
a  fpkndid  delufion  *• 

Necker's 

•  Bertrand*a  Memoirs.  Moore't  VJew.  Hiftorrcal  Sketch,  p,  33. 
Aneccfofes,  &c.  The  lively  author  of  this  laft  work  relates  feveral 
inflances  of  the  diflike  of  M.  de  Maurepat  toNecker;  particularly  a  fli^irp 
Teply  when  the  comptroliery  relying  on  hit  importance,  threatened  to 
take  poft-horfes  and  return  to  Geneva.  "  Sir/'  faid  Maurepas,  '*  1 
*'  muft  inform  you  that  foreigners  who  have  been  finance  miniders  in 
"  this  country,  cannot  have  poft-horfes  without  the  exprefs  command 
/•  of  the  king.**  Vol*  v.  p.  176. 
«  Wilde^s  Addrefs  to  the  Friends  of  the  People,  p.  }t5« 
^.  Moore*s  View,  vol.i.  p.  lot.  Hiftorical  Sketch,  p.  3s.  Ber- 
|raod>  Memoirs^  vol^i.  p«i5i«     Of  this  work  Maurepas  Lid  to  the 

La  king. 
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obfcrva-       Ncckcr's  firft  adminiftration  undoubtedly  paved 
Nccke  "s    the  way  for  all  the  evils  which  have  befallen  France 
admini-     fincc  liiat  period,  by  putting  a  new  and  dangerous 
ftration  i     mode  of  fupply  into  the  hands  of  minifters ;  and  by 
fupprefling,  in  a  har(h  and  wanton  manner,  feveral 
offices  which,  though  he  might  imagine  them  un- 
neceffary,  had  been  of  great  fervice  to  his  prede- 
ceffors,  and   might  have  averted   many  errors   of 
his  fucceffors.      His  intentions  however  were  per* 
feftly  honeft,  and  he  had  the  good  of  the  country 
at  heart*     It  is  but  juft  to  give  nis  own  ftatement  of 
the  benefits  of  his  adminiflration,  which,  though 
much  exaggerated,  is  not,  I  am  perfuaded,  wilfully 
mifreprefented. — "  I  was  fo  fortunate  (he  fays)  in 
*^  the  five  years  of  my  firfl  adminiftration,  that,  in 
*'  the  midft  of  a  war  which  gradually  brought  on  a 
want  of  extraordinary  fupplies  to  the  amount  of 
one  hundred  and  fifty  millions  (6,562,500/.)  a- 
year,  the  public  funds,  which  funk  in  England 
from  thirty  to  thirty-five  per  cent.j  were  gradually 
rifing  in  France ;   and  almoft  all  the  loans  which 
were  opened  were  filled  in  eight  days^."     He 
alfo  gives  himfelf  great  credit  for  the  eftablifhment 
of  provincial  affemblies,  the  publicity  given  to  the 
affairs  of  finance,  and  the  abolition  of  mortmain 
tenures  ^. 
Hiidifin-       One  iingularity  attended  his  conduQ:  in  office  ; 
tercftcd-     ^|^2i|.  j^g  rcccivcd  no  falary  or  fees  of  any  kind«     He 
ftates  the  amount  of  what  he  thus  renounced,  allow* 
ing  at  the  rate  fixed  by  the  reformed  economy  of 
the  national  afTembly  at  the  time  he  wrote,  at  two 
hundred  thoufand  livres   (8750/.),  independent  of 
his  appointments  as  minifter  of  flate,  fixed  at  twenty 


•c 

cc 
cc 


kingf  that  it  was  written  tuitb  as  much  truth  4s  mtdify.  And  the  critics* 
punning  on  ihe  title,  called  it  a  Contt  hltu.  Anecdotes^  &c.  vol.  v. 
p.  T77. 

y  Sur  r  Ad  nil  nitration  dc  M.  Necker^  p.  9. 

^  Ibid.  p.  16^17. 

thoufand 
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thoufand  livres  (^7sL)»  Befides  the  income  an« 
nexed  to  thofe  places,  he  refiifed  without  exception 
all  the  indirect  emoluments,  fines,  gifts,  prefents 
from  corporations  and  individuals,  boxes  at  the 
theatres,  and  all  other  advantages  which  had  been 
enjoyed  by  his  predeceflbrs,  and  often  amounted  to 
very  large  fums*.  This  diiintereftednefs  has  not 
efcaped  the  animadverfion  of  his  adverfaries  :  they 
aflert  that,  as  he  ftill  continued  a  partner  in  the  houfe 
of  Girardot  and  Haller,  he  could  make  more  by 
ftock-jobbing  in  a  day  than  he  would  derive  from 
his  fsdary  in  ten  years;  and  that  therefore  there 
is  more  affectation  than  reality  of  virtue  in  the  cir-» 
cumftance  **•  There  is,  however,  no  proof  offered 
of  the  juftice  of  thefe  inflnuations,  and  Necker  him- 
felf  meets  them  in  the  mofl:  manly  and  fatisfadlory 
manner. — *'  I  defy  any  man  (he  obferves)  to  aver 
"  that,  direftly  or  indiredly,  I  have  had  the  fmalleft 
**  intereft  in  any  huftnefs  whatever ;  that  I  have 
*^  had  the  mod  trifling  (hare  in  any  fpeculation  in 
"  the  public  funds  ;  or  that  I  have  procured  places 
"  for  any  of  my  relations  or  dependants  in  any  of 
**  the  offices  in  my  own  department,  or  in  that  of  any 
"  other  minifter-'*  He  adds  to  this  affertion,  that, 
in  the  beginning  of  the  American  war,  he  advanced 
to  government  two  millions  two  hundred  thoufand 
livres  (96,250/.),  at  five  per  cent.y  which  he  never' 
on  any  change  of  affairs  fold  out  or  received,  and 
which  he  ultimately  left  behind  him  ^ 

A  few  years  after  his  retreat,  his  daughter,  who     ijsc. 
had  received  a  moft  accompliflied  education,   and  ^rf"^^'^'* 
was  author  of  feveral  ingenious  works,  married  the  daughter. 
baron  de  Stael,  the  Swedifli  ambaflador  in  France, 

*  8ur  4*Adminiftration  de  M.  Necker,  p.  399*  Anecdotes,  kc. 
T0I.  ▼.  p.  167. 

^  PJayfair's  Hiftory  of  Jacobinifin,  p.  6S.  Apologie  dcs  Projpti 
Ic  de  la  Conduite  dcs  Cbeft  de  la  Ktvo)ution>  p.  it. 

(  Sur  l*AdiiiiD>ftration  de  M.  Necker,  p.  401.  403, 

I.  3  During 
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He  pub.        During  his  retreat  he  wad  employed  in  literary 
liOiespe    pm-fuits    in  affiftinff  the  eflforts  of  his  friends  to 
firation  cies  force  him  agaiu  mto  the  cabmet,  and  m  keepmg 
Finances,  ^p  the  prepoffcffion  of  the  public  in  his  favour. 
1734.     He  publiflied  his  laborious  work  on  the  Adminiftra- 
tion    of  Finances;    and   to    make  himfelf  better 
known,  and  enjoy  the  buzz  of  his  own  celebrity, 
vifited  the  fouthern  provinces  of  France.     His  book 
was  received  with  enthuflafm,  and  read  with  the 
greateft  avidity  and  admiration.     It  certainly  con- 
tains many  accurate  ftatements  and  ingenious  de* 
du£tions,  but  abounds  with  that  vanity,  egotifm, 
and  felf-fuffidency,  which  are  his  chara£leriftics  *^ 
The  true  character  of  the  book  may  be  appreciated 
from  the  mention  made  of  it  by  the  revolutionary 
hiftorian  Rabaud :  he  fays,  ^^  It  did  perhaps  more 
*^  good  than  a  long  and  wife  adminiilration  ;  for  it 
*^  ipread  knowledge  far  and  wide,  2^6. /owed  the 
**  feeds  of  the  prefent  patriotifm  *.*' 

In  a  recent  publication,  Necker  has  aflerted  that, 
at  the  time  of  his  retreat  in  1781,  he  had  left  the 
finances  in  a  "  perfeft  equilibrium  ^**    This  afler- 
tion  is,  at  lead,  doubtful,  confidering  the  acknow- 
ledged infufiiciency  of  the  nieans  he  employed  to 
maintain  a  balance  between  the  receipt  and  ex- 
penditure,  and  the  embarraflments  felt  by  his  im- 
mediate fucceifors,  which  rendered  them  incapable 
of  proceeding  without  having  recourfe  to  the  moft 
T7S7.     extraordinary   means,      Calonne    had  written   an 
Writes  an  ^^^^y  ^^  prove  that  the  ftatements  in  the  Compte  rendu 
M.  de  Ca-  were  lalle ;  that  mltead  or  a  furplus  there  was  an 
loone.       immenfe  deficit  in  the  fupplics.     Necker,  notwith- 

'  Anecdotes^  &c.  Sur  rAdminiftrationy  &c.  p.  to*  BertrandU 
Memoirs,  vo).  i.  p.  157.  and  Itt  the  work  itfelf*  I  Aippofe  this  to  be 
the  publication  alluded  to  by  the  author  of  the  'Hmpartial  Hiltory>*^ 
iffhich  he  confounds  with  the  C6mj>te  nndu,  and  with  Neckei's  Aniwcr 
to  Caionne.     See  vol.  i.  p.  15. 

^  Rabaud^s  Hiftdry  of  the  French  Revolution^  p»  29* 

^  Oo  the  French  Revolutiooj  vol.  i.  p*  13* 

(landing 
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ilandmg  die  king's  exprefs  prohibition,  publiflied  an  Apr.i7S7. 

anfwor,  in  which  he  refuted  this  aflerticm,   and 

laid  the  whole  blame  of  the  deficit  on  Calonne. 

For  this  conduft  he  was  banilhed  to  his  country-  it  hanifli. 

feat  at  St.  Ouen.    It  is  probable  that  this  oflfence  Q„|.„f^* 

was  not  the  fole  caufe  of  his  difgrace:  he  is  faid 

to  have  been  extremely  afliduous  in  procuring  writ« 

ers,  painters,  and  engravers,  to  impute  errors  to  the 

adtamiftration,.  and  urow  ridicule  on  the  perfon  of 

M.  de  Calonne*    If  his  baidihment  was  intended  as 

a  punilhment,  it  was  too  flight  to  produce  either 

refpeft  or  terror ;  if  it  was  intended  to  weaken  his 

party,  the  place  was  ill  chofen  on  account  of  its 

yictnity  to  Paris'. 

It  was  probaUy  during  his  retreat  at  this  place     17SS. 
that  he  wrote  his  Effay  on  the  Importance  of  Reli-  Writes 
gious  Opinions ;  a  book  which,  though  it  contains  p«^rtance 
BO  great  originality  of  thought,  or  (trength  of  ar-  det  opi- 
eument,  is  written  in  a  ftyle  which  claims  applaufe  "j^^f^^**'* 
For  its  elegance.    The  recoUeftion  of  having  pro-  ^"**  *^** 
duced  it  feems  to  have  afforded  the  author  fome 
iatisfedion  in  the  moment  of  difgrace,  and  may 
probably  a6Ford  him  pleafure  when  others,  of  more 
apparent  importance,  are  obliterated  from  his  me* 
mory,  or  only  recur  to  it  attended  with  fentiments 
of  vexation  and  difguft  ^. 

While  he  was  at  St.  Ouen,  the  afiairs  of  France  Exertions 
were  dravring  to  a  crifis.     Calonne  had  been  driven  *^*^H"?^^ 
from  the  helm  by  the  intrigues  of  the  archbifhop  *" 
of  S^is,  the  errors  of  whofe  adminiftration  embar* 
rafifed  the  court,  and  rendered  the  recal  of  Necker 
abfolutely  necefiary.     His  party  had  not  been  idle 
in  influencing  the  popular  judgment  in  his  favour ) 

t  AnecfloteSy  &c.  yoI.t*  p.  see.  309.  3)0.  Conjuration  ded*Or- 
leans,  vol.1,  p.  63.  Rabaud't  Hiftory  of  the  Revolution,  p.  41. 
Necker,  on  the  French  Revolution,  vol.  i.  p.  19.  acknowledges  himfelf 
to  have  been  wrong  in  this  tnnfaflion,  but  pleads  that  he  was  im- 
pelled to  this  aft  ofdirobedience  ly  a  IrOify/nfe  ofUnour, 

^  Sur  rAdminiftratioot  &c.  p«  ii.  Un  the  K«volutioD>  vol.  i* 
ft  »f  »• 

L4  his 
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his  work  on  the  adminiftration  of  finances  was  ge- 
nerally read  during  the  firft  afTembly  of  the  no- 
tables ^  and  the  fads  contained  in  it  oppofed  to  the 
flatements  of  that  minifter^  His  wife,  animated 
by  a  fpirit  of  4iflike  to  a  court  where  fhe  could 
never  hope  to  fhine,  and  feeling  indignation  at  the 
banifliment  of  her  hufband,  whom  (he  idolized,  re- 
doubled her  efforts  to  acquire  popularity*  She  had 
founded  an  hofpital,  and  was  unremitting  in  her 
attendance  to  the  neceffities  of  thofe  who  were  re- 
duced to  make  it  their  abode*  She  vifited  the  other 
hofpitals,  the  prifons,  and  even  private  houfes  where- 
^ver  mifery  was  to  be  found,  ftimulated  by  the  de- 
fire  of  raifmg  a  confpicuous  reputation*  and  mak^ 
ing  the  name  of  Necker  dear  to  the  people  ^. 
The  political  club  of  females,  of  which  his  daiighn 
ter,  the  baronefs  de  Stael,  was  a  diflinguifhed  mem-^ 
ber,  and  the  band  of  political  writers,  whom  the  ii^- 
prudence  of  the  minifler  had  exempted  from  all  re- 
^n**?^  ftraint,  contributed  to  the.  recal  of  the  popular  fa- 
re  o  vc  on.  ^^^^^.j^g  i^     Before  the  retreat  of  de  Brienne,  Necker 

had  been  founded,  on  the  part  of  the  king,  to  know 
if  he  would  undertake  the  adminiftration  of  the 
finances,  in  conjunction  with  that  minifler.  The 
feat  in  council,  which  had  before  occafioned  his 
difmilTion,  was  to  have  been  conceded :  but  he  re-i 
jefted  the  propofal ".  The  increafing  turbulence  of 
the  people,  the  growing  diflrefs  of  the  court,  and  a 
confdoufnefs  of  his  own  incapacity  and  want  of  po- 
pularity, at  length  compelled  de  Brienne  to  refign  ; 
as'h  Aug.  and  he  left  his  advice  to  the  king,  to  recal  Nect 
'^ -^'    ker,  and  convene  the  flates-general  \ 

*  Sur  r  Adminiftration,  Sec.  p.  »f . 

^  Idem,  p.  397.  Pl^yfair^t  Hiftory  of  Jacobinifm,  p.  $8* 
Apotogie  des  Projett,  &c.  p.  i^, 

'  Conjuration  dc  d^Orleans. 

n  Necker  on  the  French  Revolution,  vol.  i.  p.  99, 

»  Impartial  Hiftory,  vol.  i.  p,  31,  Moore*s  Viewr,  vol*i.  p.  87. 
Anecdotes,  ^c^  yol.  r*  p*  ^oi« 

The 
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The  reinftatement  of  Necker  took  place  imme-t  Hi«rein- 
diately  on  the  refignation  of  the  archbifhop  of  Sens;  j^f  office* 
and  the  queen  and  count  d'Artois  are  faid  to  have  ^ 

been  no  lefs  ftrenuous  in  recommending  it  than  de 
Brienne  himfelf  *.  The  whole  court  vied  in  feli-  Behaviour 
dtating  the  return  of  a  minifter  from  whom  the  rcw  ^^  ^^^ 
ftoration  of  tranquillity  and  the  falvation  of  the 
country  were  expected.  He  is  faid  to  have  had  a 
private  audience  of  three  quarters  of  an  hour  with 
the  queen ;  and  it  is  aflerted  that  fhe  herfelf  wrote 
the  letter  requefting  his  return  ^ :  but  he  himfelf 
makes  no  mention  of  thefe  circumftances.  He  fays 
the  king  received  him  in  the  queen's  clofet,  and  in 
her  prefence;  that  the  king's  great  good-nature 
made  him  feel  fome  embarraflment  on  account  of 
the  banifliment  of  the  preceding  year ;  but  he  fpoke 
to  his  fovereign  only  of  his  devotion  and  refpedk ; 
and  from  that  moment  replaced  himfelf  on  the  fame 
footing  he  had  formerly  maintained''.  Moniieur, 
on  his  firft  public  appearance  in  quality  of  minifter, 
complimented  him  on  the  occafion,  avowed  the  pre- 
judices he  had  formerly  entertained  againft  him, 
and  profefled  a  hope  that  the  experience  of  his  ma- 
ture age  would  correft  the  errors  of  his  youth  '. 

The  circumftances  which  marked  his  return  to  srateof 
adminiftration  were  not  calculated  to  infpire  con-  the  public 
fidence  or  impart  fatisfaftion.     The  ferocity  which  "*"***' 
marked  the  public  rejoicings  on  the  expulfion  of 
his  predeceffor,   the   riots   and   military  execution 
which  followed,  did  not  prefage  a  calm  and  ftable 
adminiftration.     In  fadl,  the  talk  he  had  aflfumed  of 
guiding  the  helm  of  ftate,  at  this  particular  jundure, 
was  extremely  difficult.     Circumftances  and  indivi* 

•  Rabaud's  Hiftory,  p,  55. 

'  Anecdotes,  &c.  vol.  v.  p.  zpi.    Conjuration  ded*0rleani>  vol.  i« 

4  On  the  Revolution,  vol.  t.  p.  19. 

'  Aiiecdotef>  &c.  vol.  v.  p.  10a.    Conjuration  de  d'Orlcans^  vol.  i« 
p.  166. 

duals 
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duals  had  undergone  an  entire  change  fince  hi&  retreat 
in  1 78 1 .    The  people,  who  were  at  that  time,  gay, 
irarelefs,  and  indifferent  to  public  affairs,  now  devoted 
their  whole  time  to  the  ftudy  and  difcuflion  of  politics. 
Books,  inimical  to  the  interefts   of  goYemment^ 
which  were  formerly  procured  from  Geneva  and 
London,  and  circulated  in  a  clandeftine  and  fparing 
manner,  were  now  boldly  publifhed  at  the  palait 
reyal^  and  diftributed  gratis*    A  prince,  who  in  J  7  8 1 
had  been  confidered  with  the  contempt  and  difre* 
gard  due  to  profligacy  and  cowardice,  was  now  at 
the  head  of  a  violent,  numerous,  and  adive  party^ 
conferring  popularity,  or  taking  it  away  at  pleafure^ 
and  by  means  of  the  public  opinion,  making  hafty 
ftrides  towards  obtaining  the   rule  of  all  public 
meafures.     The  kingdom  was  plunged  in  the  greateft 
didrefs,   and,  befides  the  ferment  occalioned   by 
political   difcuilion,  was  agitated  with  the  fear  ra 
wanting  the  firft  neceilary  of  life.     TheCe  appear* 
ances,   however,  did  not  intimidate  Necker:  the 
public  opinion  was  his  idol ;   he  flattered  himfelf 
that  the  more  it  was  permitted  to  operate  without 
reftraint,  the  greater  would  be  its  influence  in  hii 
favour,  and  he  relied  with  too  much  confidence  on 
his  own  fagacity  and  refources  to  feel  the  lead  dif- 
may. 
mw  popu*       In  &61,  his  popularity,  at  this  period,  was  at  an 
^">'       unexampled  height ;  the  people  feemed  to  look  up 
to  him  as  their  only  hope,  and  even  to  lay  them- 
felves  at  his  feet.     His  return  was  a  complete  viftory 
of  the  public  voice  over  the  court,  and  it  has  been 
faid,  vith  great  truth,   that  the  king  was  exaftly 
reduced  to  the  ftate  of  a  bankrupt,  who*  had  fur- 
rendered  his  efFefts  to  his  creditors  '. 
Xecftts  the       The  firft  ftep  of  his  adminiftration  was  to  recal 
Hd  ob!*"'  the  banifhed  members  of  the  parliament  of  Paris^ 

•  Wi1<le*8   Adilrefs,    p.  ^93.      Flayfair's  Hiftory  of  Jacobinifaiy 
p.  S5.     bur  PAiiiiuniltiaiiuDi  &c.  p.  26. 

6  and 
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and  to  reinitate  that  body  in  its  funfHons,  in  oppo-  tajns  (u^^ 
fition  to  the  odious  meafure  of  the  cours  plenieres '.  ^oncy[ 
His  next  exertion  was  to  relieve  the  embarraffments 
occafioned  by  the  diftrefs  of  the  treafury,  which,  at 
the  time  of  his  return  to  office,  contained  no  more 
than  500,000  iivres  (21,875/.)  "•  '^^^^  ^^  effedked 
by  perfuading  the  different  public  bodies  to  remit 
to  him  the  money  they  had  in  hand  ;  by  prevailing 
on  the  receivers  general,  and  other  perfons  em- 
ployed in  the  finances,  not  to  retain  their  falaries, 
which  he  promifed  to  repay  them  in  1789,  and  by 
obtaining  loans  from  the  body  of  notaries  of  Paris, 
and  the  fix  mercantile  companies  ^.  Thus,  to  ufe 
his  own  expreffion,  •'  by  failing  with  a  fide  wind, 
**  by  ufing  all  poffible  circumfpeftion,  and  employ- 
"  ing  every  exertion  in  a  confined  fpace,  he  was 
"  enabled  to  guide  the  feeble  veflel  of  ftate,  with- 
"  out  wreck  or  damage  till  the  opening  of  the 
**  ftates-general  ^.*' 

But  a  more  difficult  talk  awaited  him,  in  the  ?'•  ««'- 
neceffity  of  finding  fupplies  for  the  capital,  which  obtain^ 
occafioned  him  the  greateft  uneafinefs.     He  gives  fuppiy  of 
himfelf  credit  for  having  faved  Paris  and  the  king-  S"^*"** 
dom  in  general  from  the  horrors  of  famine  '.     He 
obtained  from  all  parts  of  the  kingdom  circumftan- 
tial  inforiiiation  of  the  quantity  of  the  crops  of  the 
current  year,  and  what  remained  on  hand  from 
preceding  years.     He  made  inquiries  into  the  wants 
of  other  countries,  and  the  refources  to  be  expefted 
from  them,  and  with  all  fpeed  obtained  an  order  7r!i  Sept. 
from  the  king  in  council  prohibiting  the  exportation     *78s» 
of  grain.     He  offered  a  bounty  for  the  importation,  13d  Noiu 
which  procured   confiderable  fupplies  from  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  till   the  e^cportation  was  pro-* 

>  Moore^sView,  vol.i.  p.  xoi.     Rabaudj  p*55»  &q. 
V  Sur  rAdminiliiaiion,  &c.  p.  iS.  , 

X  Anecdotes,  Uc.  vol.  v.  p.  201. 

iSur  PAdminiftration,  &c.  p.  19. 
Negker  on  the  Kevclutioni  vol.  i«  p.  31. 

hibiteJ, 
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hibted,  from  Italy,  and  the  northern  kingdoms,  and 
from  North  America.  As  this  fcarcity  continued 
almoft  during  the  whole  courfe  of  his  adminiftrai- 
tion>  he  was  obliged  to  rely  not  only  on  the  pre- 
miums offered  in  the  name  of  government,  but  to 
ufe  his  own  perfonal  credit  with  fome  merchants, 
Hope  of  Amfterdam  particularly ;  and  he  wrote  a 
very  preffing  letter  in  1789,  to  Mr.  Pitt,  requefting 
him  to  prevail  on  the  king  or  the  parliament  to 
permit  the  exportation  of  a  limited  quantity  of 
grain,  but  notwithftanding  the  fupport  given  to 
thi&  requeft  by  the  French  ambaffador,  it  failed  of 
fugcefs  \ 
©Wtiva-  Such  is  his  own  account  of  his  exertions,  and 
ikt«°"  the  fuccefs  which  attended  them.  The  policy  by 
which  they  were  diftated  is  very  doubtful.  Necker 
has  not  efcaped  malevolent  imputation  of  having 
fhared  with  Orleans  in  his  fpeculation  in  grain,  to 
participate  with  him  in  the  profit  and  popularity 
refulting  from  it.  He  has  been  accufed  of  fharing 
with  foreign  merchants  the  profits  of  their  pre-* 
miums,  and  of  buying  up  grain  himfelf,  exportingj^ 
and  relanding  it  in  order  to  obtain  money  and  popu-> 
larity  ^ ;  and  a  fa£t  related  by  the  marquis  de 
Bouille,  if  it  does  not  prove,  at  leaft  ftrongly  fup- 
ports  thefe  accufations.  The  marquis  fays,  "  Having 
'at  Metz,  and  in  the  province  under  my  com- 
mand, corn  fuflScient  to  fubfifl  the  troops^ 
^*  amounting  to  twenty  thoufand^men  for  eighteen 
months,  on  being  preffed  by  the  people,  whofe 
provifions  were  almoft  totally  exhaufted,  and  ftill 
more  by  the  adminiftrative  bodies,  who  could  not 
pofiibly  fupply  them,  I  propofed  to  the  govern- 
ment to  diftribute  the  half  of  this  grain  among 
**  the  towns  and  villages,  on   condition  of  again 

to 

•  Sur  I'AJminiftrntior,  &c.  p.  367.  37^.  377.  3S0. 

^  Conjiirarion  de  d'Orie.ins,  vol.  Vp  p.  187.     Apologic  des  Pro}ets^ 
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**  receiving  it  the  ehfuing  harveft ;  which  might 
"  hare  been  done  without  any  inconvenience,  yet 
"  was  reje&ed :  notwithftanding  this  refufal  of  the 
"  miniftry,  I  rcfolved,  however,  to  execute  my 
"  projeft,  and  for  this  I  was  afterwards  thanked  by 
"  M.  Necker  himfelf,  though  he  at  firft  refufed  his 
"  confent  to  the  meafure  %"  If  we  can  acquit  Necker 
of  criminality  in  thefe  tranfa£tions,  his  own  account 
convifts  him  of  the  greateft  imprudence.  The 
publicity  given  ^o  the  apprehenfion  of  dearth  by  the 
inquiries,  and  the  drcumJiaJttial  informations  obtained 
at  home  and  in  foreign  countries,  gave  room  to  all 
the  operations  of  fpeculifts,  and  facilitated  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  their  attempts  to  increafe  the  public  diftrefs, 
and  inflame  the  public  mind.  The  premiums, 
freight,  and  other  charges,  which,  according  to  his 
own  account^,  amounted  to  upwards  of  feventy 
millions  (3,062,500/.),  were  an  enormous  load  on 
an  exhaufted  treafury,  and  tended  to  keep  up  the 
price  of  the  commodity  at  home,  as  the  poffeffors 
of  grain  could  hardly  be  expefted  to  fell  it  cheaper 
than  the  importers.  It  cannot  be  fuppofed  he  was 
entirely  imacquainted  with  the  fchemes  of  the  duke 
of  Orleans ;  he  has  even  been  accufed  of  abetting, 
but  if  that  was  not  the  cafe  he  certainly  took  a  very 
improper  courfe  to  counteraft  them  *.  His  eflay  on 
the  legiflation  of  grain,  which  he  wrote  previous  to  1775. 
his  firft  adminift ration,  is  very  contemptuoufly  fpoken 
of;  and  his  meafures  for  the  fupply  of  France  are 
much  decried  by  perfons  well  qualified  to  judge, 
and  of  deferved  credit  in  commercial  and  agricul- 
tural affairs  ^ 

All  thefe  efforts  would  have  been  infufficient  in  P'^^paret 
times  fo  critical  to  have  kept  alive  the  popular  predi-  Ihc  ft^at"! 

general. 

«  6oui]le*s  Memoirs,  p  91. 

^  S'jr  rAdminiftranon,  &c.  p.  374.. 

^  Conjuration  dc  d'Oileans,  vol.  i.  p.  1S5.  Playfair^s  Hi  (lory  of 
Jacobin ifiTiy  p.  87. 

f  Playfaii'*  Hidory  of  Jacobinifin,  p.  69.  Arthur  Young's  Trt. 
veil)  p.  105. 
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leftion,  but  be  was  known  to  be  efigaged  In  for- 
warding  the  national  wi(h  for  aiTembling  the  ftates- 
general.  His  conduct  in  this  particular  has  been 
more  forcibly  arraigned,  and  more  ftrenuouilj  de-* 
fended  than  in  any  other  ;  in  fad  no  event  fo  im* 
portant  has  occurred,  and  the  turn  given  to  it  by 
the  force  of  his  fingle  deciHon  renders  him  re« 
fponfible  for  all  its  confequences  on  France  and  on 
Europe.  The  complaints  againft  him  on  this  fub« 
jeA  may  be  reduced  to  four  heads,  i  •  His  having 
urged  the  aflembling  of  the  ftates-general  21  a 
period  (b  ftormy  and  critical :  2.  His  procuring  a 
double  reprefentation  for  the  tiers  etat :  3.  His 
leaving  undecided  the  important  queftion,  whether 
the  proceedings  fhould  be  taken  by  ord^^  or  by 
poll ;  and  4.  J^^s  neglecting  to  influence  the  elec- 
tions fo  as  to  fecure  a  majority,  refolved  to  maintain 
the  laws  and  conftitution,  and  to  exert  themtelves 
only  in  the  reforni  of  abufes. 
Eximina.  On  the  firft  of  thefe  fubjeds,  Necker  excufes 
condna''**  ^"^^^^^  ^Y  ot>ferving,  that  the  irritated  ftate  of  the 
public  mind  could  by  no  means  be  attributed  to 
him  ;  that  he  was  not  the  author  of  thofe  financial 
embarrafiments  which  occafioned  it ;  that  the  re* 
form  of  internal  abufes  could  only  be  expe&ed  irom 
the  ftates-general ;  that  the  inundation  of  political 
pamphlets  which  overwhelmed  the  public,  owed  its 
origin  to  an  arr^t  of  his  predeceflbr,  and  that  the 
king,  who  had  pledged  himfelf  to  convene  the 
Hates-general,  was  too  religious  an  obferver  of  his 
promile,  to  have  endured  a  minifter  who  advifed  a 
breach  of  it'.  Without  cavilling  on  the  preciTc 
truth  of  each  of  thefe  aflertions,  it  is  very  obvious 
that  they  were  infufficient  to  juftify  the  meafure 
they  were  intended  to  defend.  Necker  knew,  that 
the  promife  of  contening  the  ftates,  was  made  under 

c  See  Necker  on  the  Revolution,  vol.  i.  p.  30.  and  cbe  follomnng. 
6i»f  r  AdmiDiftration,  &c.  p.  }3«  tod  the  follawing. 

an 
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an  Idea  that  the  finaoices  were  irretrieyably  cttih 
bamfled,  that  fuch  an  impreilion  was  ih  a  greac 
meafure  demed  fioia  his  writings,  and  from  the 
reports  of  his  friends  and  agents.  He  knew  that  ac 
the  time  it  was  given,  a  rafh  niinifter  had,  by  an 
1U^)opIllar  imoiration,  and  nnjuflifiable  and  abfurd 
l^oceedincs,  created  an  irr^>arable  breach  between 
the  ccMiftituded  authorities,  between  the  king  and 
the  parliameat.  He  knew  that  his  popularity  and 
afceodaacy  werefuflicient  to  have  reftored  harmony, 
to  have  given  energy  to  the  government,  and  con- 
tent  to  the  well-difpofed  part  of  the  community. 
He  knew,  and  has  acknowledged,  that  the  ftate  of 
Ae  finances  was  not  fuch  as  to  require  any  ex« 
traordiaary  intervention  \  In  hd:  this  was  a  mere 
pretoioe  to  make  himfelf  of  confequence  by  alarm- 
ing the  king  with  falfe  terrors,  and  infinuating  to 
the  people  linlbunded  hopes  ^  It  is  of  little  im- 
fKntance  to  whom  the  licentioufhefs  of  the  prels 
vras  to  be  attributed,  its  exiftence  was  a  fubjed  of 
univeriai  aftonifliment  ^  i  its  force  was  derived  from 
mt  idea  of  public  diftrefs  and  exemptions  of  the 
privileged  orders ;  the  former  Necker  might  have 
demonltrated  to  be  a  mere  phantom,  the  latter, 
poffefling  as  he  did  the  entire  confidence  of  the 
court  and  nobility,  he  might  eafily  have  acquired 
the  credit  of  modifying  or  abrogating,  without  in« 
jury  to  the  conftitution.  But  the  king's  promife  !— 
This  indeed  was  a  terrible  obftacle.  If  the  people 
had  been  convinced  that  their  welfare  was  effefl- 
uaily  fecured  without  the  intervention  of  an  au« 
thority  to  the  effefts  of  which  thev  were  ftranger^, 
they  would  have  been  very  little  folicitous  about  a 
ftri^  compliance  with  a  promife  from  which  they 

^  Sur  rAdmmlflratiofiy  p*s6. 

'  On  th«  RevotuiioDy  vol.  t.  p.  31. 

k  Necker  himfclf  i%  accufod,  aisd  I  Hclieve  juftly,  of  havinfir  in- 
creaftd  and  favoured  this  licentiournefs  in  order  to  promote  the  fucceft 
«f  hit  own  views*    See  Bouiile't  Meinoiis,  p.  SS.  1^26. 
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could  h^ve  derived  no  advantage.  I  ani  far  fi-om 
being  inclined  to  queftion  the  ftedfaft  virtue  of  the 
unfortunate  Louis ;  but  had  prudent  and  vigorous 
meafures  been  adopted,  and  a  little  delay  interpofed, 
the  popular  ardour  would  have  cooled,  and  the 
ftates-general  have  met  for  no  other  purpofes  tibaa 
thanks  and  congratulatory  addrefies.  It  has  been 
obferved  that  Calonne  convoked  the  notables,  not 
to  difcufs  but  to  admire  his  plans  ' ;  the  fame  may 
be  faid  of  Necker  with  refpefl  to  the  ftates-general. 
He  looked  forward  with  confidence  to  their  meet- 
ing  *",  and  anticipated  the  pleafure  of  placing  a  line 
of  forbearance  between  the  power  of  the  fuperior, 
and  encroachment  of  the  inferior  orders.  A 
fplendid  vifion,  fie  to  inflame  the  fuicy  of  a  young 
fpeculift,  but  a  ihameful  refult  of  his  age  and  ex« 
perience. 
Secomiob-  The  fame  motives  which  induced  him'  to  efl!e£t 
a^nincd"  ^^^  Convocation  of  the  ftates-general,  undoubtedly 
influenced  him  to  promote  the  double  reprefenta* 
tion  of  the  tiers  etat.  His  perfeverance  in  this  point 
is  remarkable,  and  no  propriety  of  intention  can 
acquit  him  of  the  blame  attached  to  the  confe- 
quences.  Confcious  of  this  truth,  Necker  has  de« 
fended  himfelf  with  great  warmth,  and  at  much 
length,  though  without  any  great  effeft.  His 
apology  refts  principally  on  the  uncertainty  of  the 
antient  precedents ;  on  the  eagemefs  of  public 
expeftation ;  the  diflfufion  of  light  j  and  the  luiim- 
portance  of  number,  if  the  eftates  voted  by  order  *"• 
Every  confideration   which  could  be  drawn  from 

I  Impartial  JHlftory,  vol.i.  p.  25. 

"I  In  [proof  of  this  afiertion,  fee  Sur  rAdminiftFation,  &c.  p.  %x^ 
3at  33»  and  the  following  pngett,  where  this  obje^ion  is  difcuued  b^ 
himreU'.  This  work  was  publtfhed  in  17911  and  intended  to  be  read 
in  Fiance.  His  book  called  "  On  the  French  Revolution**  muft  be 
perufed  with  more  caution  on  this  oarticular  topic,  as  it  was  written 
five  years  later,  when  more  honi^le  calainitiea  had  refulted  from  hi» 
fatal  error. 

B  On  the  Revolocion^  vol.  i . 
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thefe  principles,  ou^ht  to  have  produced  a  decifion  ui 
the  mindof  the  minifter  contrary  to  that  he  adopted. 
The  uncertainty  which  prevailed  in  times  of  dark- 
jiefs  and  ignorance  could  not  be  any  ground  of 
determination,  and  the  defire  of  diftinoioQ,  the 
affedation  of  knowledge,  and  the  folicitude  to 
Ltify  public  expectation,  which  were  prevalent, 
^uld  nave  made  him  very  cautious  ot  trufting 
thofe  powers  to  a  greater  number  than  was  abfo« 
lutdy  neceflary*  A  great  body  of  the  tiers  etat  in 
1614,  had  a  great  body  been  really  coUefted,  would 
have  been  of  fmall  importance,  eafily  overpowered 
by  argument,  eafily  difperfed  by  force;  but  in  178 9, 
a  very  fmall  body,  fupported  by  the  public  opinion, 
ftrong  in  intelligence,  and  a£kive  in  refearch,  could 
not  have  been  reftrained  or  difperfed  by  any  power 
pofleiTed  by  government:  had  they  only  equalled 
either  of  tne  other  orders,  they  would  have  been 
refpeftable  and  indivifible,  but  the  pride  and  im« 
pofing  afpeft  of  a  large  majority,  or  duplication, 
could  not  fail,  as  in  faft  it  happened,  to  render 
them  haughty,  reftlefs,  turbulent,  and  overbearing  ; 
in  fliort,  to  occafion  the  fubjugation  and  laftruCbion 
of  the  other  two  daffes.  Necker  could  not  err 
through  ignorance,  as  he  had  taken  every  poflible 
means  to  obtain  information ;  he  certainly  was  not 
malidous  enough  to  wifli  the  overthrow  of  that 
prince  who  placed  the  moft  implicit  confidence  in 
mm,  and  for  whom  he  conftantly  profeflfes  the 
fincereft  afiedtion ;  vanity  alone  mud  have  influenced 
his  determination,  the  wifli  to  do  good,  and  the 
fond  expe&ation  of  making  himfelf  illuflrious  in 
the  eyes  of  a  numerous  and  enlightened  aflfembly, 
perverted  his  judgment,  and  occafioned  this  egre- 
gious error.  Imperfedly  acquainted  with  the  laws 
and  cuftoms  of  France,  he  appointed  certain  perfons 
to  fearch  into  hiftorical  regifters,  for  the  forms  of 
convening  the  ftates-general  on  preceding  occafions; 
but  as  their  report,  in  all  probability,  contained 
YOL.  lu  M  nothing 
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nothing  ih  fupport  of  his  favourite  plan,  he  never 
publiihed  it.  The  parliament  of  Paris  paflfed  a 
decree,  to  the  furprife  of  moft  people,  that  the  dates 
fliould  be  convened  in  the  lame  manner  as  in  1614  ; 
but  this  ftep,  in  which  they  exceeded  their  authority, 
only  expofcd  them  to  unpopularity  and  contempt, 
and  accelerated  their  annihilation,  without  altering 
the  refolution  of  the  minifter.  He  prevailed  on  the 
king  to  convene  the  fame  notables  as  had  been 
affembled  by  Calonne ;  they  were  divided  into  Gx 
committees,  the  majority  of  all  of  which,  except 
one,  recommended  the  model  of  1 614;  that  one 
was  the  feftion  of  Monfieur,  where,  by  the  majority 
of  a  lingle  vt)re,  the  queftion  of  a  double  reprefent- 
ation  was  carried  in  the  affirmative.  Yet  the  con- 
currence of  all  thefe  opinions  could  not  alter  the 
determination  of  Necker"*.  The  only  reafon  he 
gives  for  this  invincible  obftinacy  is,  that  though  it 
occafioned  him  a  great  deal  of  pain  to  diflPer  in 
opinion  from  the  notables,  yet  this  difference  was 
infurmountable,  becaufe  the  impulfe  of  his  con« 
fcience,  and  the  welfare  of  the  ftate,  according  to 
his  ideas,  (felon  mes  lumeres^)  impofed  on  him  as  a 
rigorous  duty  to  follow  the  line  of  conduct  he 
adopted  on  that  memorable  occafioh  **. 
Third  oh-  Necker  fays  in  his  own  defence,  that  the  great 
|^/^"j**"  quefHon  in  1789,  and  at  all  times,  was  not  the 
refpedtive  number  of  the  deputies  of  the  three 
orders,  but  their  manner  of  deliberating,  by  head 
or  by  bailiwick,  with  the  orders  conjoined  or 
feparate '.  If  he  was  really  impreffed  with  the  im- 
portance of  this  queftion,  and  felt  all  the  confe- 
quences  which  muft  refult  from  its  dedfion,  it  is 
matter  of  great  aftoniihment  that  he  fhould  not  fix 

o  Moore*s  View,  vol.  i.  p.  106—113.  Bertrand*s  Memoirs,  vol.  i. 
p.  157.  Expofition  abrege,  par  A.  Dillon,  p.  S.  See  iHQ  the  lof 
partial  Hillary,  Rabaud,  &c.  kc» 

P  Sur  rAdminiftration,  &c.  p.  44.. 

t  On  the  Revolution,  ^ol.  i.  p.  66, 
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It  on  fome  certain  bafis,  but  kave  it  open  to  the 
determination  of  the  parties  themfelves,  aiTembled 
and  juddng  with  afperity  of  each  other's  views  and 
encroachments.  The  notables  declared  their  opinion 
m  favour  of  a  feparate  confultation,  and  of  voting  by 
orders,  which  left  to  the  tiers  etat  their  due  fliare  in 
the  deliberative  adminiftration.  Necker,  in  aflfeft* 
ing  to  leave  this  queftion  open,  while  he  decided 
that  of  double  reprefentation,  betrays  a  (hare  of 
duplicity  which  derogates  much  from  his  moral  cha- 
rafter;  he  rauft  have  previoufly  refolved  it  in  his  own 
mind,  for,  in  fad:,  the  deciiion  of  the  one  queftion 
virtually  determines  the  other.  It  is  mere  affedta- 
tion  to  fay,  that  if  the  ftates-general  voted  by  orders, 
the  numeration  of  the  tiers  etat  was  a  matter  of 
indifference.  If  the  tiers  etat  equalled  in  number 
the  other  two  eftates  collectively,  it  is  manifeft  they 
could  carry  every  point,  without  affefting  the  leaft 
deference  to  them,  if  they  voted  by  poll  j  or  if  they 
only  equalled  one  of  the  other  two,  their  body 
united,  availing  itfelf  of  cabal,  clamour,  and  public 
opinion,  would  afluredly  have  been  able,  on  moffc 
queftions,  to  have  fecured  a  majority.  A  body 
compofed  of  many  members  is  more  impofing  in  its 
general  appearance,  and  attaches  to  itfelf  a  greater 
ihare  of  confideration  than  would  be  bellowed  on 
one  of  half  its  magnitude ;  and  it  was  obvious  that 
fliould  the  tiers  etat,  compofed  of  a  double  number, 
by  obftinate  clamour,  by  exciting  the  people,  or 
through  the  neceflities  of  the  ftate,  ever  fucceed  in 
obtaining  a  confultation,  or  joint  operation  with  the 
other  orders,  their  viftory  would  then  be  complete, 
and  the  clergy  and  nobility  for  ever  chained  to  a 
dependence  on  them.  To  leave,  therefore,  the 
determination  of  this  queftion  to  the  ftates-general 
affembled,  was,  in  faft,  as  Rabaud  fays ',  giving  the 
victory  to  the  ftronger,  and  as  he  had  already  de- 

*  Hiftory  of  the  RevolntiODi  p.  65* 
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cided,  on  his  own  authority,  to  which  party  that 
epithet  (hould  apply,  he  had  refolved  to  be  s^wer- 
able  for  all  the  confequences  of  the  determination  of 
both  thefe  important  queftions '. 
Fourth  ob-      At  leaft  it  might  have  been  expeded,  that  Necker 
iw^ned!*'  having  determined  on  an  experiment  fo  novel  and 
hazardous  as  that  of  throwing  fo  large  a  Ihare  of 
power  and  confequence  into  the  hands  of  the  tiers 
etafy  would  have  endeavoured  to  prevent  the  abufe 
of  it,  by  influencing  the  eleftions,  fo  as  to  procure 
the  return  of  as  many  of  the  king's  friends  and  men 
•of  moderate  views  as  poflible.     The  author  of  the 
eflay  on  the  importance  of  religious  opinions  could 
not  be  ignorant  that,  in  France,  religion  was  falling 
into  contempt,  and  Aat  the  minifters  of  it  were 
regarded  with  jealoufy  and  hatred.     He  could  not 
be  uninformed  of  the  bias  given  to  the  public  opi- 
nion by  the  fwarm  of  pamphlets  daily  iflTued ;  or  of 
the  efforts  of  the  duke  of  Orleans  and  other  perfons 
to  give  eflfeft  to  this  perverfion  of  judgment  by  in-^ 
fluencing  the  eleftions,  and  procuring  the  cabiersy 
or    intended    inftruftions   to    the  deputies   to  be 
written  in  a  flyle  correfponding  with  their  dangerous 
views.     It  was  then  his  duty,  as  a  faithful  fervant 
of   the   crown,    to   have   counteraded    thefe    at- 
tempts by  an  exertion  of  his  popularity,  and  by 
the  interpofition  of  his  influence.    This,  he  fays, 
his  fenfe  of  honour  forbad,  nor  did  he  think  it  necef- 
fary,  as  it  was  of  lefs  importance  that  the  king 
Jhould  have  friends  in  the  futes-general  than  in  the 
nation  at  larger     Weak  and  miferable  fophiftry! 
If  every  fpeculative  egotifl  was  permitted  to  (hare 
the  popular  fuffrage,  what  portion  could  poflibly  be 
left  for  the  monarch  ?  And  what  could  defend  his 
rights  and  thofe  of  the  privileged  orders,  in  the 
prefent  (late  of  the  popular  mind,  from  invafion 

•  Moore^t  View,  toI.  i.  p.  104*  Pa^es  Hiftoire  Secrete,  toKu 
p*  So.  Uiftorical  Sketch,  p.  51,  See  alto  the  other  hiftoriet  of  the! 
(criod.  <  Oo  the  Kcrolutiop,  p.  {9, 

and 
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and  deftrufHon,  but  a  due  care  to  counteraft  thofe 
who  were  openly  forming  a  party  againft  them, 
smd  whofe  influence  over  the  public  opinion 
threatened  the  mod  alarming  confequences.  But 
though  his  fenfe  of  honour  prevented  his  influencing 
any  returns  favourable  to  the  fuperior  orders,  he 
did  not  feel  the  fame  delicacy  with  refpeft  to  the 
tiert  etatj  for  whom,  befides  their  advantage  of 
double  reprefentation,  he  contrived  to  procure  fuch 
a  preponderance  in  the  clerical  body,  as  was  alone 
fdSdent  to  infure  fuccefs  to  any  attack  they  might 
choofe  to  make  on  the  privileged  orders.  This  was 
efieded  by  overpowering  the  TufFrages  of  the  bene- 
ficiaries, dignitaries,  and  great  proprietors  of  church 
lands,  by  admitting  the  falaried  curates,  who,  in 
every  refpeft,  relatmg  to  the  purpofes  of  their  con- 
vocation, belonged  to  the  tiers  etat^  to  a  numerical 
equality  of  vote.  On  the  other  hand,  the  canons 
and  m<mks,  who  were  attached  to  the  higher  order 
of  the  clergy,  were  deprived  of  their  counterpoife 
by  a  regulation  which  reftri£ted  their  fending  more 
than  one  in  ten  of  their  number  to  the  eleftoral 
aflemblies.  Hence  the  great  difproportion  between 
!  the  cures  and  the  higher  clergy  in  the  affembly  of 
the  ftates  "•    In  like  manner  to  overwhelm  the 

"  Ezpofition  abr^g^,  par  Arthur  Dillon,  p.  is.  M.  de  Bouill^ 
iajs:  <•  The  ftates-general  confitted  of  men  very  proper  for  the  exe- 

'  "  cutioD  of  Necker*s  purpofes.  The  ecclefiaftical  menljers  wer« 
"  principally  cbofen  from  among  the  inferior  clergy,  withoitt  livings 

I  **  or  property,  oppofed  to  thofe  of  the  higher  order,  who  were  fewer 
**  in  number.    Among  the  repreftntatives  of  the  nobility  were  many 

I  ^  of  thoic  Aibtle,  daring,  enterprifing  men,  who  had  introduced 
"  themfflTes  with  a  view  to  corrupt  snd  divide  that  orders  laftly»  the 
"  third  edate  were  allowed  a  double  reprefentation.     This  afiembljf 

'  "  was  open  to  that  defcription  of  men,  io  numerous  and  dangerous  ii| 
''  France,  who  lived  by  their  talents,  their  literary  abilities,  and  their 
**  induftr]f,  deriving  their  importance  from  the  weakncis  and  credu- 
^  lity  of  mankind— lawyers,  principally  of  the  loweft  clafs,  phyii* 
"  cians,  artifts,  writers  of  little  or  no  eminence,  and  men  without 
"  either  rank  or  property/*  The  author  adds  in  a  note,  <*  Of  three 
**  hundred  members  which  reprefented  the  clergy,  two  hundred  and 
**  eight  were  poflcflcd  of  no  ecclefiaftical  dignity;  of  fix  hundred 
"  members  who  reprefented  the  titrt  ttetf  three  hundred  and  feventy* 
*<  four  were  prpfcflort  of  the  law.'*    Memoihi  p.  SS* 

M  3     '      ^  influence 
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influence  of  landed  proprietors,  he  procured  fpedal 
decrees  of  council,  forbidding  the  country  elefl:ors 
from  interfering  or  voting  in  eleftions  for  towns  and 
cities,  but  permitting  the  inhabitants  of  thefe  to 
vote  in  the  country  bailliages,  by  which  means  a 
great  number  of  provincial  lawyers  and  needy  fpe- 
culifts  were  returned,  to  the  exclufion  of  the  more 
refpe&able  caft  of  candidates  '.  He  alfo  fhewed  his 
decided  preference  of  the  tiers  etat  by  fufpending, 
by  order  of  council,  all  judicial  proceedings  com- 
menced in  Britanny,  on  account  of  the  popular 
infurreftions  ^. 

In  thefe  obiervations  I  have,  in  fome  meafure, 
anticipated  events;  but  to  refume  the  courfe  of 
Report  to  narration :  foon  after  the  diflblution  of  the  notables, 
5?""**'"  the  minifter  made  a  report  to  the  king  in  council, 
***'^  'which  was  afterwards  publilhed,  wherein  he  dif- 
played  a  (hallownefs,  egotifm,  and  vanity,  entitled 
to  commiferation ;  he  traverfed,  with  a  fophiftry  un- 
worthy a  minifter,  the  decifions  of  the  notables^ 
and  giving  as  a  motive  the  impofing  minority  of  the 
notables,  and  what  he  calls  le  bruit  fourd  de  P Europe^ 
decided  the  moft  important  queftions  which  had 
engaged  their  attention,  in  a  manner  entirely  dif- 
ferent from  them.  He  determined  that  the  tiers 
etat  ihould  have  a  double  reprefentation,  but  advifed 
them  not  to  infift  on  voting  by  poll,  but  always  in 
different  orders ;  he  flattered  their  vanity  and 
elevated  their  infolence,  by  attributing  to  them  all 
the  knowledge  and  refpedtability  which  remained  in 
the  kingdom  ;  he  infuhed  the  crown  by  an  affectedly 
philofophical  declamation  on  the  advantages  of  an 
abridged  jurifdiftion ;  and  to  ftiew  that  the  pro- 
bable mifchief^  of  his  meafures  were  not  out  of  his 
contemplation,  that  they  might  probably  produce 
the  diforganization  of  all  authority,  the  influx  of 


*  BouilU^s  Memoirs^  p.  14. 
y  BertraAd*ft  McoioirSf  vol.  i. 
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«  » 

all  Iicentiouihers,  he  modejily  afllires  the  king,  as  a 
recompence  for  what  he  might  fuffer,  that  he  would 
ftill  retain  the  power  ofdifintjjing  the  minijier  who  had 
influenced  bis  deliberations  ""• 

Necker*s  conduA  in  the  whole  of  this  bufinefs  9^^«n«* 
appears  fo  remote  from  wifdom  and  fo  perverfe,  '^^IZ 
that  his  motives  are  not  eafily  defined.  I  do  not  <iua. 
believe  he  was  influenced  by  avarice ;  his  fortune 
was  already  made;  and  againft  the  charges  of 
gratifying  relirious  pride  by  the  abafement  of  the 
clergy,  and  of  indulging  his  natural  prejudice  iit 
fiiYour  of  democracy,  by  the  debafement  of  the 
fuperior  orders,  he  has  ably  defended  himfelf  \ 
He  avows,  indeed,  that  one  of  his  motives  was  the 
hope  of  retaining  his  fituation,  in  fpite  of  the  will 
of  the  foverdgn  ^,  but  even  that  defire,  and  all  the 
reft  of  his  condud:  may  be  referred  to  the  impulfe 
of  vanitv,  which  in  him  prevailed  as  a  paifion,  and 
fubdued  reafon.  Flattered  by  the  popularity  con- 
ferred on  him  by  circumftances,  nufed  by  the 
corrupting  influence  of  unvaried  fuccefs  to  a  pecu- 
liar complacency  of  felf-contemplation,  it  is  not 
wonderful  that  he  was  fo  far  the  dupe  of  his  own 
confidence,  as  to  believe  that  when  once  he  had 
advanced  his  popularity  to  the  higheft  {ntch,  by 
gaining  for  the  people,  in  oppolition  to  the  notables 
and  the  privileged  orders,  what  they  fo  ardently 
defired,  he  fhould  be  able  to  mould  their  r^refenta* 
dves  to  his  will,  and,  by  exerting  his  mfluence 
between  them  and  the  king,  be  enabled  to  bring 

•  Moored  View,  Tol.i.  p.«i3  to  tte.  Espofidon,  &e.  par  Ar« 
tlmr  Dillon,  p.  io«    Wilde's  Addrefs,  p.  }9»« 

•  On  the  Revolution,  vol*  i.  p.  31 3.  See  ilfo  Bertnmd*!  Memoin, 
▼ol,  t.  p.  177.  ,  ^    , 

b  <«  J*avois  conno  mieax  que  perfonnei  combicn  etoit  Inftable  Sr 
<*  pafia^  le  bien  que  Ton  pouTott  faire  Tout  un  goUTeroement  oik  let 
•*  principet  d*adiiiini(lration  changent  au  gre  des  mintftitti  &  lea  roi- 
««  niftret  au  gr£  dc  rintrigue.  J'aToisobfenri  que  dana  It  court  {Miflager 
«'  de  radmtniftration  det  hommes  jpublict,  aucunt  idee  e4nlfa(e 
**  n*aToit  le  temt  de  a*etablir,  aucun  bienfait  ne  pouvoit  ft  conloli<lv»'* 
8ur  rAdmiitiftratiop,  ^c.  p.  36. 
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about  fudi  refiorais,  both  in  the  goyemme&t  and 
fixuuiceSy  as  he  thought  necelTary. 
Bifpopv.  At  this  period  Necker's  popularity  was  un« 
•'Suen"**  bounded,  and  the  court  placed  implicit  reliance  on 
the  integrity  of  his  motives  and  the  efficacy  of  his 
endeavours ;  for  though  the  princes  of  the  blood, 
except  Orleans,  had  united  in  prefenting  to  the 
crown  a  memorial  refpe£ting  the  inflamed  ftate  of 
the  public  mind,  and  the  danger  of  a  revolutbn  in 
the  opinion  oi  the  people  refpe£ting  the  neceflary 
fcrm  of  government,  Necker's  opinion  was  adopted 
by  the  council,  and,  in  fpite  of  the  remonftrances 
of  fome  p{  their  more  anxious  and  clear-fi^hted 
friends,  recommended  by  the  queen,  and  fandumed 
by  the  king  ^. 

This  confidence  ought  to  have  been  repaid  by  a 

moft  zealous  attention  to  the  happinefs  and  welfiire 

of  the  royal  fisimily,  but  that  was  not  the  cafe ;  for 

though  it  is  notorious,  that  during  the  whole  of 

Keeker's  adminiftration,  the  moft  fliameful  libels 

en  them  and  on  the  whole  court  were  profufely 

circulated,  and  produced  the  moft  baleful  efie£t,  he 

did  not  take  the  flighteft  ftep  towards  preventing 

or  even  difcoura^g  them;  and  though  irritable, 

and  even  vindi&ve  at  the  moft  tri^g  farcafm 

agaunft  himfelf,  he   fuffered  thofe  againft    every 

other  perfon  to  go  impuhiihed  ^. 

1799.9.       His  report  was  publiflied  at  a  very  critical  perkxl. 

Severity  of  i^hen  the  people  were  diftrefled  by  the  rigour  of  an 

'  exceflively  cold  winter,  alarmed  by  the  &ar  of  want, 

and  fupported^only  by  the  charitable  donations  of 

the  rich.    Necker  had  exhibited  coniiderable  affeft- 

ation  of  philanthropy  on  this  point.    I  have  already 

mentioned  his  exertions  with  refpeft  to  grain,  and 

in  addition  to  thefe  he  made  a  public  experiment 

«  Hiftorical  Sketches,  p.  St*    Benrancl^t  Memoirs,  voJ.i.  p.  159 
•nd  i6f  •    Wildest  Addrefs,  p.  |9t. 
'^  See  Young^t  Tfavelsip.  104.  fieitnnd's  Memoirs,  vol.  i.  p.  153. 
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Tefpedi&g  butchers'  meat.  He  fent  to  St.  Germain 
for  au  ox,  had  it  weighed,  killed,  and  weighed 
again,  deducting  the  fkin,  horns,,  hoofs,  &c.  He 
demonftrated  that  the  butchers  fold  at  a  profit  of 
^by  per  cent,  but  the  information  was  the  only  ad« 
•vantage  which  refulted  to  the  public,  as  no  attempt 
vas  made  to  reduce  the  price  of  provifions  *•  Yet 
thefe  trifles  augmiented  the  popularity  of  the  minifter, 
and  he  was  defirous  of  deriving  every  advantage 
from  it,  by  procuring  the  aifembly  to  be  held  at 
Paris.  This  he  has  fince  acknowledged  to  be  an 
error,  and  acquiefces  in  the  propriety  of  their 
judgment  who  over-ruled  his,  and  made  Verfailles 
the  place  of  fitting.  But  had  the  operation  of 
circumftanoes,  and  the  known  intrigues  of  perfons 
in  the  capital  been  duly  adverted  to,  the  place  of 
fitting  fliould  have  been  ftill  farther  removed  from 
that  peftilential  atmofphere  ^ 

At  length  the  ftates-general^ere  opened  at  Ver-    stbMay 
iailles.     The  day  commenced^with  an  aft  of  reli-  AffJ^bi 
gion :  the  deputies  attended  the  king  to  the  church  of  thT 
of  St.  Louis,  where  a  fermon  was  preached  by  the  *«««-««• 
biihop  of  Nancy,  on  the  importance  of  religion  to  '^  * 
the  well-being  of  a  (late.     From  church  they  went 
to  the  hall  appointed  for  the  dates.     The  king  was 
feated  on  a  throne,  the  queen  on  one  at  his  fide, 
but  not  fo  high  ;  the  princes  of  the  blood  (except 
Orleans)  were  feated  around;  the  clergy  andnoblefle 
at  oppofite  fides  of  the  hall ;   and  the  tiers  etat  at 
the  lower  end.    The  king  made  a  fpeech,  in  which 
he  complimented  the  dates  on  their  meeting,  ad- 
verted to  the  condition  of  the  revenue,  and  pointed 
out  many  objefts  of  public  importance  to  their  at- 
tention.   He  was  followed  by  M.  Barretin,  keeper 
of  the  feals,  who  faid  his  majefty  had  complied 
with  the  wiflies  of  his  fubjefts  in  granting  a  double 

*  Playfair^  Hiftory  of  Jacobinir<n|  p.  96. 

''  Impartial  Hiftory.  voLi.  p.6S.    Rabaud,  p.  67.    Sar  TAdmU 
aiftnakm,  &c.  ji.  6i.  63.    Wiide*$  AddrcA^  p.  490, 

reprefentation 
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rcprefentation  to  the  tiers  etat ;  but  left  to  the  three 
orders  to  adjuft  amongft  themfelves  the  point  of 
voting  by  orders  or  by  poll.  This  fpeech  was  little 
attended  to;  but  Necker's,  which  lafted  three 
hours,  was  complimented  by  the  mdft  profound  and 
uninterrupted  attention.  The  oration  however  gave 
but  little  fatisfaAion;  he  was  not  beloved  by  the 
nobility  or  clergy,  and  the  tiers  etat^  influenced  by 
faftion,  and  bent  on  extenfive  plans  of  reform,  re- 
ceived his  moderate  ideas  with  contempt  and  anger^ 
and  liitened  with  impatience  to  his  financial  calcu- 
lations. Many  ftriftures  on  bis  fpeech  were  pub- 
lifhed ;  and  from  them  he  might  have  learnt  more 
properly  to  appreciate  his  own  talents  and  popu« 
larity  ^.  It  is  aiTerted,  that  he  paid  more  attention 
to  the  llyle  and  delivery  than  to  the  matter  of  the 
harangue.  The  following  charafter  of,  and  anec- 
dote refpeding  it,  are  fiipplied  by  Arthur  Young ''. 
— "  The  worft  thing  I  know  of  Necker  is  his  fpeech 
*'  to  the  dates  on  their  affembling ;  a  great  oppor- 
**  tunityi  but  loft:  no  great  leading  or  mafterly 
**  views ;  no  dedfion  on  circumftances  in  which  the 
people  ought  to  be  relieved,  and  new  principles 
of  government  adopted.  It  is  the  foeech  you 
•*  would  expeft  from  a  banker's  clerk  of  fome  abi- 
lity. Concerning  it  there  is  an  anecdote  worth 
inierting:  he  knew  his  voice  would  not  enable 
him  to  go  through  the  whole  of  it  in  fo  large  a 
'^  room,  and  to  fo  numerous  an  aiTembly;  and 
therefore  he  had  fpoken  to  Monf.  de  Brouflbnet, 
of  the  academy  of  fciences,  and  fecretary  to  the 
royal  fociety  of  agriculture,  to  be  in  readinefs  to 


cc 

cc 

(C 

cc 


CC 

cc 

cc 


f  Impartial  Hiftory,  vo].i.  p^yj.  Rabaud^s  Hiftoiyy  p.74f  7S* 
See  Obiervatiors  on  the  place  of  fitting  and  manner  of  debating. 
Young's  Travels,  vol.  i.  p.  no,    Amongft  the  nioft  fevere  cenfors  of 


inifmy  p.  1 16.    A.  Dillon's  Expofition  abi^g^,  p.  16,  17. 
*  i  ravels,  p.  109. 
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read  it  for  him.  He  had  been  prefent  at  an  an- 
nual general  meeting  of  that  fociety,  when  Monf. 
'^  Brouubnet  had  made  a  difcourfe  with  a  powerful 
'^  piercing  voice,  that  was  heard  dillinfUy  to  the 
^  greateft  diftance.  This  gentleman  attended  him 
'^  feveral  times  to  take  his  mftrudUons,  and  be  fure 
'*  of  underftanding  the  interlineations  that  were 
'*  made  foon  after  the  fpeech  was  finifhed.  M. 
**  Brouffonet  was  with  him  in  the  evening  before 
^^  the  aflembly  of  the  flates,  at  nine  o'clock ;  and 
"  next  day,  when  he  came  to  read  it  in  public,  he 
^^  found  ftill  more  corredions  and  alterations,  which 
*•  Necker  had  made  after  quitting  him:  they 
**  were  chiefly  in  ftyle,  and  ihew  how  very  fo- 
*^  licitous  he  was  in  regard  to  the  form  and  decora- 
^^  tion  of  his  matter.  The  ideas,  in  my  opinion, 
^^  wanted  this  attention  more  than  the  ilyle.  M, 
«*  Brouflbnet  himfelf  told  me  this  little  anecdote," 
The  ftates-general  were  thus  compofed ' : 

The  Clergy  were  reprefented  by  C<mipo«- 

48  BiOiops  and  archbiflieps  5  ^^^  «^- 

35  Abbes,  canons,  or  beneficed  clergymen ;  and  ' 

208  Cur^s,  or  clergymen  having  livings  with  the  cure 
of  fools. 

291 


*  Conjofation  de  d^Orleans,  vol.  1.  p.  ftS6«  '*  The  nobility  and 
«<  higher  order  of  the  clergy  of  firitanoy  had  refofed  to  name  their 
**  de{Nitief  to  the  ftatet* general,  upon  the  pretence  that  the  form  of 
'<  their  conTocation  was  contrary  to  the  cuftomt  and  privileges  oi  the 
**  prorince.  1'he  ten  deputies  that  the  higher  clergy  had  named, 
**  were  r«*placed  by  ten  curates  who  belonged  to  the  order  du  titn^  at 
*^  Jeaft  by  birth  ;  but  the  twenty-one  deputies  which  the  noblefle  of 
^  Britanny  ought  to  have  fent,  were  not  replaced  by  the  other  pro- 
*<  vincct  I  therabre  the  order  of  the  nobility  had,  in  the  ftates-gene* 
**  ral,  twenty-one  members  left ;  and  the  order  of  the  tiers  bad  about 
«*  ten  mcmbm  more  than  they  ought.*'    Bertrand's  Memoirs^  vol.  u 

The 
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The  Nobility  y  By 

1 8  Gnnil  bailliS}  fcnechaux,  or  heads  of  diftrids  ; 
1^4  Gentlemen,  or  men  of  family  ;  and 
28  Magiftratea  of  the  fuperior  courts. 

270 

The  Tiers  Etat^  by 

t  EcclefiafticS)  or  beneficed  clergymen  \ 
12  Gentlemen  of  family; 
16  Phyficians} 

18  MayorSj  or  heads  of  corporations ; 
162  Officers  of  baittiages^  or  inferior  courts  of  jufttee  \ 
1 76  BourgeoiS}  merchants^  land*ownerS|  and  farmers  ^ 

and 
SI 2  Lawyers. 


«^ 
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impelUj       '^^  ]axi€x  order  having  fo  great  a  majority,  and 
of  tbe  pro-  bcine  fo  completely  in  pofleffion  of  the  public  pre- 
^*"f*    dileoion,  it  would  have  Ihewn  wifdom  as  weU  as 
T^'::    moderation  in  the  two  fuperior  orders,  and  in  the 
dreis^  &c.  court,  to  have  acquired  a  fliare  in  the  ffood  opinion 
of  the  people,  if  poffible,  by  treating  them  with  ap- 
parent refpeft  and  diftin£Hon.    This  however  was 
not  done.     On  the  day  of  thdr  proceifion  to  Ver- 
failles,  the  drefs  was  arranged  by  an  order  from  the 
court :  that  of  the  clergy  and  nobility  was  pompous 
and  impoiing,  and  the  wealth  and  tafte  of  many  <^ 
the  wearers  enabled  them  to  render  it  brilliant  and 
dazzling :  that  of  the  tiers  etat  confided  merely  of 
a  little  black,  ftuff  cloak,  fuch  as  was  worn  by  fome 
of  the  profefCon  of  lawyers,  and  which,  joined  to 
any  other  drefs  than  black,  which  many  of  the 
members  did  not  wear,  had  a  mean  and  ridiculous 
appearance.    But  the  effed;  on  the  populace  was 

9  entirely 
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endrely  different  from  what  this  fpe£hu:Ie  might 
have  been  expeded  to  produce.  At  the  approach 
of  every  individual  of  the  fuperior  orders,  (except 
Orleans,)  (ilence,  or  clamorous  reproach  inter- 
mingled with  threats,  prevailed  }  while  the  humbly- 
clad  members  of  the  favourite  order  were  hailed 
with  (houts  of  Vive  le  tiers  eiat ;  and  many  of  them 
friends  of  Orleans  congratulated  by  name.  In 
like  manner  their  reception  in  the  hall  of  aflembly 
infpired  difguft :  to  the  clergy  and  nobility,  both 
the  folding  doors  were  thrown  open ;  to  the  fieri 
€tatj  only  one.  The  diflin£Uon  may  be  maintained 
by  precedent ;  but  fo  much  of  eftabliflied  ufage  had 
been  already  foregone,  and  the  people  were  difpofed 
to  demand  a  relinquifhment  of  fo  much  more,  that 
found  policy  would  have  dictated  a  little  flexibility 
on  the  occafion ;  for  the  temper  of  the  people, 
notwithftanding  the  new  lights  they  had  gained 
from  philofophy,  was  not  fufEciently  philofophical 
to  look  on  thefe  trifles  with  unconcern,  or  even 
without  coniiderable  rancour  \ 

The  tiers  etatj  obedient  to  the  injunftions  of  the  Obftinicy 
party  who  procured  the  return  of  the  majority,  and  ^iJ^  **^ 
heated  by  the  applaufes  and  inftigations  of  the  pam« 
phleteers,  loft  no  time  to  avail  themfelves  of  the  ad- 
vantage which  their  fuperiority  in  number  gave 
them  over  the  other  two  clailes.  They  refifted 
every  ftep  which  tended  to  eftablifli  a  precedent  of 
their  fitting  in  different  chambers,  or  voting  by 
orders  j  they  would  not  even  proceed  to  a  verifi- 
cation of  their  powers,  unlefs  the  other  two  orders 
would  meet  with  them  in  the  common  hall.  The 
nobility  and  clergy,  fenfible  that  they  were  contend- 
ing for  their  exlftence,  oppofed  this  meafure  with 
great  obftinacy  for  feveral  weeks,  the  majority  of 
each  refufing  to  take  a  ftep  which  had  an  obvious 

^  Paget,  Tol.  i.  p.  9S.  and  Moore's  Vtew>  vol.  i.  p.  146.  et  Teq. 
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tendency  to  their  political  deflruflion.  Public  bufi- 
nefs  was  at  a  fland  ;  the  people  became  clamorous ; 
the  king  propofed  a  conciliatory  meafure  in  vain ; 
the  tiers  etat  refolutely  rejefted  every  plan  but  an 
unconditional  aflbciation  of  all  the  orders,  and  a 
17th  July  community  of  debate  and  operation.  Encouraged 
''^  ^'  at  length  by  the  partiality  of  the  people,  and  anxious 
to  do  fomething  in  their  new  character,  the  de» 
puties,  after  fending  repeated  meffages  inviting  the 
clergy  and  nobility  ta  join  them,  proceeded  to  a 
verification  of  their  powers.  They  were  at  this 
time  joined  only  by  three  cures :  thefe  men,  difgufted 
at  their  want  of  importance  amongil  the  dignitaries 
of  the  church,  threw  themfelves  into  the  arms  of 
the  tiers  etat^  who  received  them  with  tranfport, 
looking  on  the  event  as  a  prelude  to  a  complete 
viftory  on  their  part.  They  proceeded  to  bulinefs 
without  lofs  of  time ;  and  having,  after  a  debate  of 
much  length,  and  in  which  great  affefbation  of  ver- 
bal precifion  was  difplayed,  adopted  the  name  of 
THE  NATIONAL  ASSEMBLY,  fct  about  reforming 
the  ftate,  with  an  eagernefs  which  promifed  difpatch. 
They  declared  the  total  illegality  of  all  the  exifling 
taxes,  permitting  them,  however,  to  be  provifionally 
colleded  for  the  prefent,  and  till  their  further  order, 
or  diflblution,  from  what  caufe  foever.  They  fur- 
ther declared,  that  they  would  take  into  confider* 
ation  the  national  debt ;  but  that  for  the  prefent  the 
creditors  of  the  ftate  were  under  the  fafeguard  of 
the  honour  of  the  French  nation.  The  majority  of 
the  clergy,  after  a  long  difcuffion  in  what  manner 
they  (hould  verify  their  powers,  refolved  to  join  the 
national  aflfembly  '• 
N^ker  Meantime  the   minifter,   whofe  vanity  had  led 

roy^rfu-*   ^^^  ^^   fuppofe   that   he   could   reftrain  the  diC- 
tin^.       .  orderly   motions   of    the    aflfembly  whenever    he 
thought  proper ;   whofe  equivocal   declarations  at 

^  Imparl ial  Hi ftoiy.    Rabaud.     Conjuratiun  de  d*0rleaDs,  &c. 
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thetr  firft  meeting,  and  whofe  condud  fince,  had 
produced  and  inflamed  much  of  the  acrimonious 
fpirit  they  betrayed ;  alarmed  at  the  importance  of 
the  fteps  already  taken,  advifed  the  kmg  to  pro- 
claim a  royal  fitting  without  delay,  and  there  to  de- 
Kver  a  fpeech,  containing  a  plan  of  government  or 
declaration  of  rights,  which  he  had  compofed,  and 
which  he  expeded  would  tend  much  to  concih'ate 
the  minds  of  the  tiers  etaU  The  confidence  of  the 
king  was  not  in  the  leaft  abated,  and  he  refolved  to 
follow  this  advice  without  delay.  Accordingly,  on  soth  Juoe, 
the  day  the  clergy  had  appointed  to  join  the  national 
aflembly,  the  heralds  proclaimed  a  roval  fitting  for 
the  2  2d  ;  and  that,  in  confequence  of^  the  prepara- 
tions which  muft  neceiTarily  be  made  in  the  halls  of 
the  three  orders,  a  fufpenfion  of  the  fittings  muft 
take  place  till  after  that  day.  This  produced  the 
famous  oath  of  the  tennis-court,  and  the  fubfequent 
refolutions  and  tranfaftions  °* 

During  this  interval,  while  the  king  was  at  Marli,  Nccker't 
and  the  plan  of  his  declaration  or  fpeech  at  the  royal  yl^nmeSr 
fef&on  was  under  difcuflion  in  the  council,  he  was  altered  in 
induced  to  make  fome  alterations  in  the  words  or  '<>""<^»** 
form  of  it.     Necker,  who  had  been  ufed  to  fee  his 
dilates  implicitly  followed,  feems  to  have  refented 
this  proceeding.     Some  writers  have  aflerted  that 
the  alterations  were  very  immaterial,  a  mere  change 
of  words  "* :   Necker  aflerts  that  his  plan  was  al- 
tered in  many  important  particulars,  and  fpecifies 
fome,  but  does  not  give  the  whole  in  its  perfeft 
ftate,  alleging  that  it  was  burnt  by  a  friend  to  whom 
he  had  lent  it^     Bertrand,  however,  has  pointed 
out  many  of  the  variations,  which  feem  very  rea- 
fonable,    and   nothing   more   than  the    temperate 
efforts  of  the  king's  relatives  and  counfellors  to 
prevent  the  royal  authority  and  the  privileges  of  the 

»  See  Bailly.  «  Moore*9  View,  toI.  i.  p.  aji. 
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fuperior  orders  from  being  unconditionally  laid  at 
the  feet  of  the  tiers  etat  ^.  I  ihall  refume  the  dif- 
cuflion  of  Necker's  conduft ;  but  firft  relate  the 
tranfadions  of  the  day,  only  premifing,  that  Nec- 
ker's  intended  refignation  was  generally  circulated 
and  credited. 
%%A  June.  In  the  midft  of  jealoufies,  alarms,  and  evil  im- 
Royat  preifions,  the  royal  fitting  was  held.  The  (beets 
*^**  of  Verfailles  were  lined  with  guards,  the  hall  of  the 
ilates  was  furrounded,  and  none  but  deputies  ad- 
mitted'*. While  the  nobility  and  clergy  were 
taking  their  places,  the  tiers  etat  were  obliged  to 
flielter  themfelves  in  an  out-houfe  from  the  rain,  and 
when  admitted,  were  not  accommodated  with  feats. 
Thefe  were  mod  injudicious  meafures,  and  tended 
to  increafe  the  prevailing  jealoufy,  and  add  to  the 
difcontents  of  the  day.  The  king  arrived  foon  after 
the  deputies  were  placed,  attended  by  a  pompous 
retinue,  the  princes  of  the  blood,  the  dukes  and 
peers :  four  heralds  and  their  king  at  arms  were 
placed  about  the  throne  and  in  the  middle  of  the 
hall ;  before  the  throne  was  a  table,  at  which  the 
minifters  were  feated,  except  Necker,  who  did 
not  attend.  This  circumflance,  which  feemed  to 
indicate  a  difapprobation  of  the  meafures  in  agita* 
tion,  increafed  the  diflatisfaflion  of  the  members; 
and  their  gloom  received  a  (till  deeper  (hade  from 
^he  accident  of  M.  Paporet,  one  of  the  king's  fecre* 
taries,  falling  down  in  an  apopleftic  fit,  and  ex* 
f)iring  in  the  halL 
Th^  Thus  furrounded  bv  difguft,  prejudice,  and  dit- 

ipecc^  fatisfaaion,  divefted  of^  the  only  perlon  whofe  coun^ 
tenance  would  have  reftored  to  him,  in  any  degree^ 
the  good  opinion  of  the  fmall  portion  among  thofe 
fubjeds  who  remained  untainted  by  the  contagion 
of  diiloyalty,  he  opened  the  feifion  by  an  introduc- 


P  Memoirs,  vol.  i.  p.  x6s. 
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tory  (lifcourfe,  after  which  the  pJan  was  read.  It 
amalled  the  proceedings  of  the  national  aflembly  ; 
recommended  the  liberty  of  the  prefs,  fubjeft  to  cer- 
tain reftriftions ;  and  the  abolition  of  lettres-de-cachety 
if  it  could  be  done  confiftently  with  the  well-being 
of  individuals  and  of  the  public.  The  king  was  re- 
ftrained  from  hnpofing  any  new  tax  without  the 
confcnt  of  the  national  reprefentatives,  and  all  ex- 
emptions from  the  payment  of  taxes  were  done 
away :  the  corvies  were  abolifhed  :  the  diftinftion  of 
orders  was  to  be  preferved,  allowing,  however,  the 
three  eftates  to  meet  and  debate  in  common,  with 
the  king's  approbation.  Many  other  reforms  were 
propofed,  and  the  whole  plan  evinced  a  difpofition 
to  confult  the  real  good,  and  anticipate  many 
wifhes  of  the  people,  which  was  certainly  entitled 
to  the  greateft  gratitude  from  their  reprefentatives. 
It  was  received  with  a  profound  filence,  rather  in- 
dicative of  difcontent  than  approbation ;  and  the 
king,  having  ordered  the  aflembly  to  feparate  and 
meet  him  there  the  next  day,  retired,  attended  by 
tile  nobility  and  part  of  the  clergy. 

The  aflembly,  notwithftanding  this  order,  deli- P">«««<J- 
vered  by  the  king  in  perfon,  and  enforced  by  a  mef-  i^J^blyl!* 
fage  delivered  by  M.  de  Breze,  grand-mafter  of  the 
ceremonies,  commenced  an  adive  debate,  or  rather  a 
feries  of  vituperative  protefts  againft  the  procceedings 
of  the  day,  which  Camus  called  by  the  contemptu- 
ous and  unpopular  name  of  a  bed  ofjujiice.  They 
entered  into  refolutions  declaratory  of  their  adher- 
ence to  their  former  decrees,  that  the  perfons  of  the 
deputies  of  the  people  were  inviolable,  and  de- 
nounced penalties  of  high  treafon  againfl:  thofe  who 
Ibould  moleft  them.  They  feemed  to  contemn  the 
bounties  offered  fo  freely  by  the  king,  which,  if  they 
did  not  amount  to  all  that  fanguine  and  interefted 
fpeculifts  could  defire,  formed  however  a  bafis  on 
which  might  have  been  erefted  a  permanent  temple 
of  national  felicity.     The  demagogues  of  the  afT.m- 
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bly  feemed  jealous  left  the  purity  and  benevolence 
of  the  king's  intentions  (hould  be  impartially  con- 
fidered  by  the  people,  and  to  have  feized  with  ma- 
lignant avidity  the  opportunity  offered  by  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  marquis  de  Breze,  to  fan£tion  an 
a£l  of  audacious  rebellion,  and  openly  conteft  the 
palm  of  public  favour  with  the  king '. 

The  whole  conduft  of  Necker  on  this  occafion 
was  fo  extraordinary,  and  fo  remote  from  propriety, 
as  to  juftify  the  reproaches  with  which  the  royalift 
writers  have  affailed  him,  and  to  give  ftrong  fuf- 
picions  of  his  caballing  with  the  Orleans  fa£Uon 
to  maintain  his  power.     The  oftenfible  pretence  for 
his  abfence  was  his  attendance  on  a  fick  fifter-in- 
law ;  but  whatever  may  be  faid  of  the  feelings  of 
humanity  and  confanguinity,  the  man  who  under- 
took, in  times  fo  replete  with  trouble  and  peril,  to , 
manage  the  affairs  of  a  great  kingdom,  was  bound 
to  fufpend  for  a  time  their  diftates,  in  order  to  per- 
form duties  more  important.     Necker  well  knew 
that  much  of  the  clamour  raifed  on  the  falfe  report 
of  an  intended  diffolution  of  the  affembly,  was  the 
work  of  a  party,  and  had  been  at  the  pains  to  con- 
tradift  it  in  writing  ;  yet  he  did  not  poffefs  firmnefs 
of  charafter  or  felf-denial  enough  to  rifk  the  lofs 
of  any   of   that  popularity   of  which   he  was  fo 
fooliftily  enamoured,   by  appearing   to   f upper t  a 
meafure  againft  which  he  had  fome  reafon  to  think 
an  outcry  would  be  raifed.     The  illnefs  of  a  ftfler-iri' 
law  was  but  a  weak  excufe  for  evading  the  duties  of 
his  ftation,  knowing  as  he  did  that,  but  a  few  days 
before,  the  king  had  been  forced  to  receive  a  depu- 
tation of  the  ailembly,  and  give  his  attention  to  bu- 
fmefs,  although  afflifted  by  the  recent  death  ofafon. 
Necker  has  been  at  great  pains  to  juftify  himfelf  in 
his  two  apologetical  publications.     In  that  publiflied 

'  For  the  narrative  of  this  day*8  proceedings  and  remarks  on  it,  ac- 
cording to  their  different  piinciples,  Tee  Kabaad,  Mooic*t  View, 
I'a^ct,  Berirandy  &c,  &c. 
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in  1797,  and  addreffed  to  the  world  at  large,  who 
had  feen  with  aftonifhment  the  refult  of  his  mea- 
fures,  he  ufes  arguments  and  aflertions  to  the  fol- 
lowing purport :  he  fays  that,  from  the  material  al- 
terations which  had  been  made  in  his  plan,  he  was 
determined  to  retire  from  adminiftration,  but  would 
not  give  in  his  formal  refignation  before  the  feffion, 
which  was  to  be  held  the  next  day.     For  this  he 
gives  no  reafon,  but  lays,  "  The  delay  was  not 
"  long ;  and  without  attaching  an  indifcreet  import^ 
"  ance  to  myfelf  and  my  aftions,  I  thought  this  a 
"  proper  forbearance.     I  did  not  however  attend  at 
"  this  folemn  affembly  :  it  was  not  right  for  me  to 
"  do  fo ;  for,  if  I  had,  the  public  would  have  con- 
"  fidered  my  refignation  as  a  refolution  decided  by 
"  the  want  of  fuccefs  of  a  meafure  which  I  had  ad- 
,"  vifed.     It  was  too  much  alfo,  I  confefs,  that  thofe 
".  who  carried  it  againji  me  Jhould  oblige  me  to  quit 
"  the  minijiryj  and  at  the  fame  time  force  me  to  ruin 
"  ^jf^lf  i^  ^^^  public  opinion^  by  ojlenfibly  concurring 
*^  in  a  flep  abfolutely  contrary  to  my  views  and  coun^ 
^^  fels\**     This  fentence  is  remarkable  for  vanity 
and  treachery.     If  Necker  really  intended  to  quit 
the  miniftry,  (which  I  do  not  believe  to  have  been 
the  feft,)    to  whom   was   this  proper  forbearance 
ftewn  ? — Not  to  the  king  or  the  court ;  for  to  the 
court  he  does  not  hefitate  at  this  diftance  of  time 
to  exprefs  his  malevolence  ;  not  to  the  king,  for  he 
would  not  affift  him  even  with  his  prefence,  but  by 
his  abfence  made  his  repugnance  to  his  plan  the 
more  ftriking  and  obvious.      His  forbearance  was 
felfifli:  he  faw  that  a  divifion  was  likely  to  arife 
between  the  king  and   his  fubjefts ;    he  refolved, 
inftead  of  carrying  the  weight  of  popular  opinion 
which  he  then  poffeffed  to  the  fide  of  royalty,  to 
contribute  all  in  his  power  to  the  fuccefs  of  the  op- 
pofing  faftion :   in  a  word,  he  refolved  to  be  the 

*  On  the  Revolution,  vol.  u  p,  loit 
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mmifter  of  the  affembly,  and  not  of  the  king. 
Though  he  had  not  announced  his  intended  refig- 
nation  to  the  king,  it  had  been  fpread  afliduoufly 
enough  among  the  people,  and  was,  by  the  arts  of 
his  party,  univerfally  deprecated '.  He  had  beea 
for-  fome  time  in  fear  that  the  party  in  the  cabinet 
adverfarious  to  his  views  would  gain  the  afcend- 
ancy ;  and  therefore  refolved,  by  a  marked  oppo- 
fition  to  them,  to  ruin  them  in  the  public  opinion,  re- 
gardlefs  of  the  confequences  to  the  king,  If  his  own 
authority  was  fecured.  In  tHis  view  of  thcv  fub- 
jed,  it  is  not  too  much  to  fuppofe  that,  by  a  refine- 
ment of  treachery,  he  propofed  the  royal  fitting,  a 
novel,  and,  as  he  himfelf  confeffes,  a  very  bold  and 
delicate  meafure  *  j  and  then,  availing  himfelf  of 
the  differences  in  council,  refufed  to  fan£Uon  the 
profecution  of  it,  but  left  the  court  to  contend  with 
the  difgrace  in  which  he  had  involved  them.  At 
Icaft  this  is  certain,  that  the  meafure,  to  have  beea 
efficacious,  fhould  have  been  fuggefled  much  fooner: 
it  fliould  alfo  have  been  preceded  by  conciliatory  de- 
clarations, and  announced  as  an  infhmce  of  royal  be- 
nevolence. Inflead  of  this,  Necker-permitted  it  to 
be  whifpered  about  with  all  the  myflerioufhefs  which 
begets  diflrufl,  to  be  announced  with  an  air  of  au- 
thority already  grown  odious  to  the  populace :  he 
permitted  the  line  of  feparation  to  be  drawn  between 
the  fentiments  of  the  court  and  thofe  of  the  public  ; 
and  inflead  of  any  attempt  to  harmonife  them,  ag- 
gravated the  flighefl  ihades  of  diflin£tion,  and 
eagerly  attached  himfelf  to  the  popular  fide. 

Thus  far  I  have  examined  Necker*s  defence  as 
held  out  in  his  lafl  publication,  but  in  his  preceding 
apology,  written  in  1791,  he  appears  not  to  have 
fo  well  digefled  his  fpleen,  or  prepared  his  ftory  j 
in  that  he  fhews  more  anger,  and  exhibits  his  refo- 

■  Sec  Arthur  Young'*  Travels,  p.  to8.  ji^  to  ii8. 
<  On  the  Revolution^  vol.i.  p.  185.  293.     Sur  rAdmtniftration, 
ice,  p.  I  to. 
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ludon  to  be  pbpular  with  lefs  referve '.  He  therfe 
accufes  the  council  of  having  perverted  his  plan 
from  its  original  meaning,  and  fays,  ^'  that,  by  de- 
"  grees,  though  they  appeared  to  retain  part  of  his 
"  projeil^  they  refcinded  all  that  conjiituted  its  ejfence^ 
**  all  that  could  render  it  agreeable  to  the  commons.^* 
He  obferves,  with  the  mean  infidioufnefs  .of  a  man 
who  wifhes  to  return  to  office,  in  fpite  of  the  king, 
who  at  the  time  he  wrote  was  ftill  king,  **  It  was 

*  a  remarkable  fmgularity,  that  the  court  fhould 

*  think  the  ftyle,  rather  firm  and  lofty,  which  was 
'  proper  when  the  king  enjoined  the  two  fuperior 
'  orders  to  unite  themfelves  with  the  commons, 

*  in  their  labours  for  the  public  goody  was  equally 

*  applicable  to  a  ftep,  the  fenfe  of  which  was  ab^ 
^  folutely  different.^*     In  the  following  page  he  fays, 

*  I  defended  my  ideas  and  combated  the  innova- 

*  tions  with  the  greateft  ftrength ;  I  courageoufly 

*  refifted  the  opinions  of  the  princes  called  in  to 
this  difcuflion,  and  after  preferving,  to  the  laft 
moment,  my  hope  of  efFefting  the  triumph  of 
reafon,  I  confidered  what  line  of  condud  I 
ought  to  adopt,  as  to  myfelf  individually,  and 
after  a  deliberate  examination,  and  many  internal 
ftruggles,  occafioned  by  the  difficulty  of  the 
conjunaure,  I  thought  that  I  could  not,  in  ho- 
nour, attend  the  fitting  of  the  23d  of  June,  or 
retain  my  place  in  the  miniftry  j  and  if  I  did  not 

"  make  the  king  acquainted  with  my  final  de* 
"  termination,  it  was  for  fear  of  receiving  a  pofitive 
"  order,  which  it  would  have  been  impoffible  for 
^  me  to  obey." 

Much  of  the  agitation  of  this    memorable*  day  »3d  June, 
is,  doubtlefs,  to  be  attributed  to  the  fadion  of  Or-  f*urfher 
leans,. as  his  friends  and  privy-counfellors  were  moft  condua  of- 
aftive  in  promoting  it  *,  but  Necker,  if  he  be  ac-  Necker. 

*  Sar  rAdminiftration,  &c.  p.  109  to  tii. 

'  CoDJuratioo  de  d*Orleant,  vol.  i.  p.  297^  et  fcq^  See  alio  Young's 
I      TnTelS|  p.  117.    SeeORLEANi. 
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quitted  of  being  the  accomplice,  claims  his  full 
Ihare  in  all  the  events  by  which  it  was  diftinguiihed. 
His  popularity  was  fo  great,  that  the  king  was  ap- 
prehenfive  of  the  confequences  of  his  rumoured 
refignation,  and  in  the  evening  fent  for  him  to  the 
palace,  and  both  he  and  the  queen  prefTed  him  to 
retain  his  fituation.  This  was  exaflly  what  he  had 
expe6ted  and  wifhed,  the  humiliation  of  the  court, 
and  his  own  exaltation,  were  complete.  As  he  went 
to' this  interview,  and  while  he  was  there,  an  im« 
menfe  mob  followed  him,  and  rufhed  into  the  court 
of  the  palace,  fhouting,  ^'  Vive  Necker!  No  re/igna- 
*'  tion  /**  but  there  was  no  cry  of  Vive  le  Roi  ^  f 
The  indecency  of  this  diftiuftion  alone  ought  to 
have  induced  the  minifter  to  recede  from  the  ap- 
plaufes  of  the  populace,  and  return  by  the  inner 
paflage  from  the  palace  to  the  comptroller-general's 
hotel.  But  this  coarfe  incenfe  was  fuited  to  his 
tafle ;  he  did  a  thing  quite  unufual  to  miniflers, 
and  which  he  himfeli  had  never  done  before,  he 
returned  to  his  own  apartment  on  foot  acrofs  the 
court  where  the  populace  were  aflembled,  enjoying 
their  acclamations,  a£fe£ling  to  yield  paternally  to 
their  folicitations  that  he  would  remain  in  omce, 
and  permitting  himfelf  to  be  hoiited  on  their 
ihoulders  and  difplayed  in  triumph  '•  But  though 
he  gained  a  temporary  increafe  of  popularity,  it  is 
probable  that  he  lofl  more  than  proportionately 
the  real  means  of  popularity,  for  he  counterafted 
by  remaining  in  adminiftration  the  views  of  the 
friends  of  Orleans,  a  deputation  from  ^  whom  had 
waited  on  him,  and  intreated  him,  almofl  on  their 
knees,  to  refign,  for  the  fake  of  embarralTmg  the 
queen's  party  \ 

y  Moore* s  View,  vol.  i.    p.  948.      Bertrand*s  Memoirs,  vol.  1, 

p. Jdj* 

»  Moot*e*s  View,     Bertrand^s  Memoirs,  ubi  fupra.     Young's  T^a- 
vels,  p.  I2T.     See  alfo  the  different  hi(tories. 
i  Vouiig^s  Travels,  |>.  1^0.    S\ir  rAdminiftraiipn,  &c.  p*  115* 
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The  nobility,  and  thofe  of  the  clergy  who  had  Tbt  noW- 
not  yet  joined  the  tkrs  etat^  were  in  the  utmoft  ^jj^  l^'" 
conftemation  at  the  afped  of  aflfairs.     The  king,  etat. 
diftraded  by  contrary  councils,  and  biaffed  by  his 
declared  refolution  not  to  permit  the  Ihedding  of 
blood   in   his   quarrel,   recommended,  and   finally 
infifted  on,  the  junftion  of  the  two  fuperior  orders 
with  the  lower,  which  accordingly,  in  fpite  of  the 
remonftrances  of  the  duke  of  Luxembourg,  took  a/th  June, 
efieft,  though  without  dignity  or   advantage,    as 
near  fifty  of  the  nobility,  headed  by  the  duke  of 
Orleans,  had  taken  the  fame  ftep  two  days  before. 

Mean  time  the  duke  of  Orleans  and  his  party,  Progreft 
by  their  intrigues  with  the  guards,  by  their  feditious  ^^^^^^** 
meetings  and  harangues  in  the  palais  royal^  by 
their  criminal  fpeculation  in  grain,  and  by  the 
various  other  methods  detailed  in  the  life  of  that 
confpirator,  were  accelerating  the  explofion  which 
was  to  place  him  at  the  fummit  of  his  wifhes. 
Thefe  events^  becoming  known  to  the  court  and 
the  friends  of  the  king,  induced  him  to  call  in 
the  foreign  troops,  and  to  give  the  command  to 
M.  Broglio.  The  conduft  of  Necker  gave  rife  to 
much  uneafinefs^  his  wifdom  or  his  loyalty  muft  be 
impeachable ;  every  meafure  he  had  recommended 
to  the  king  had  increafed  his  embarraffments,  while 
it  added  frefli  laurels  to  the  brow  of  the  minifter. 
Orders  for  money  on  the  treafury  figned  with  his 
name,  and  afterwards  difavowed  by  him;  orders 
fent  into  the  provinces,  figned  with  his  name,  for- 
bidding the  holders  of  corn  to  fend  it  to  the  capital, 
were  brought  forward,  yet  with  a  fupinenefs  hardly 
credible  in  his  fituation,  he  took  no  pains  to  deteft 
and  punifli  the  authors.  He  was  undoubtedly  ap- 
prized of  the  turbulent  meetings  at  the  palais  royal^ 
and  the  feduftion  of  the  military,  yet  took  no  care 
to  prevent,  and  cautioufly  avoided  fanftioniAg  with 
his  name,  any  of  the  meafures  taken  to  counteraft 
them*    Thefe  circumftances,  joined  to  a  defponding 
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report  \ie  made  to  the  committee  of  provifions  m 
the  national  aflembly,  gave  occafion  to  fome  perfons 
near  the  throne,  who  were  preffing  for  the  forma- 
tion of  an  entire  new  miniftry,  to  reprefent  him  as 
a  monopolizer  of  grain,  a  report  which  the  mer- 
cantile occupations  of  his  life  rendered  not  incredin 
ble.     They  added,  that  he  was  devoted  to  the  fac- 
tion which  agitated  the  capital,  and  his  conduft 
was  not  fufficiently  imequivocal  to  belie  the  aiOTer-i 
tion^ 
11th  July.     Urged  by  thefe  reprefentations,  the  king  fent  him 
dr*iff'*   ^^  order  to  quit  the  kingdom  in  four-and-twenty 
*  hours.     He  acknowledges    himfelf   to   have  been 
aftoniflied  at  this  event,  and  almofl:  incredulous  of 
its   reality  *",   but  the  manner  of  his  obedience  is 
highly  creditable  to  him ;  he  was  at  dinner  wheu 
the  order  was  brought,  and,  without  the  lead  ap-t 
pearance  of  concern,  faid  to  the  count  de  la  Lui 
zerne,  the  perfon  who  brought  it,  "  We  (hall  meet 
•*  at  the  counciK"     After  dinner  he  pretended  a 
headach,    and   having  quitted   the    company  wha 
had  been  dining  with  him,  without  the  leaft  mtima- 
tion  of  what  had  happened,  prevailed  on  his  lady 
to  accompany  him  in  his  carriage,  as  if  for  au 
airing,  and  then  firft  communicating  to  her  his  dif-. 
miffion,  drove  to  St.  Ouen,  his  country  feat,  where  he 
flept  that  night ;  and  the  next  morning,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  indifpofition  of  madame  Necker,  proceeded  oix 
his  journey  towards  the  frontier  w^ith  the  celerity 
of  an  exprefs  **. 
Ohferva-       xhe  baniflimcnt  of  Necker  was,  under  all  cir- 
tjoat  pn  1 .  ^mj^fj^u^gg^  jjjg  q^qA;  imprudent  meafure  which  the 

court  could  poflibly  have  taken.     They  knew  the 
fermentation  at  Paris ;  they  knew  they  could  not 

fc  See  the  Hiftorians  of  the  time,  particularly  Pages,  vol.  i.  p.  »aa. 
155.     Conjui-ation  dc  d*Orltan8»  vol.  i.  p.  184. 

c  Sur  I'Admimftratioxi^  &c.  p>  117.  On  the  Revolution,  vol.  i. 
p.  st4- 

4  Sur  rAdminiftration,  &c.  p.  119.    See  alfo  the  Hifiories. 
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depend  on  the  fidelity  of  the  troops,  and  they  knew 
that  thefe  agitations  and  defedtions  were  produced 
by  the  ambition  of  the  firft  prince  of  the  blood« 
Ji  die  king  had  retained  the  minifter,  the  ezplofion 
then  meditated  would  Have  wanted  at  lead  one 
pretext,  and  if  he  had  any  attachment  to  the  king, 
bis  credit  with  the  people  might  poflibly  have  been 
reforted  to  with  advantage.  If,  on  the  other  hand, 
he  was  inclined  to  the  oppofite  party,  his  prefence 
would  have  been  a  very  trifling  fandion  to  their 
proceedings,  and  the  view  of  a  king,  befet  by 
tndtors,  ruined  by  duplicity,  and  betrayed  and 
abandoned  by  the  minifter  in  whom  he  confided, 
would  have  prefented  to  his  fubjeds  a  fpedacle 
fo  interefting  as  to  have  caufed  many  to  rally  around 
his  ftandard,  whom  contrary  fenfations  drove  into 
the  arms  of  the  infurgents.  Necker^s  conduft  ap- 
pears to  have  been  founded  on  this  principle ;  he 
thought  his  own  popularity  perfeftly  eflablifhed, 
and  his  confidence  in  himfelf  led  him  to  believe  he 
could  avert  all  the  miferies  of  France,  if  his  views 
were  not  thwarted  by  thofe  whom  ambition  led  to 
defire  his  place;  whom  intereft  led  to  oppofe  his 
economy  ;  or  whom  the  pride  of  unqueflioned  au- 
thority led  to  rejed:  his  conciliatory  plans,  or  refent 
the  freedom  with  which  they  were  propofed,  and 
the  eameftnefs  with  which  they  were  recommended* 
He  law  in  oppofidon  to  thefe  a  ilrong  party^ 
headed  by  ^  weak,  profligate  and  uncertain  charac- 
ter, and  apprehended  that  when  fuccefs  (hould  have 
enabled  them  to  humble  thofe  who  formed  the 
obflacle  to  his  views,  he  could  by  means  of  his 
popularity  guide  and  reftrain  the  party  whom  he 
meant  to  ufe  only  as  his  tools,  and  when  ufed  throw 
them  by.  Alas !  he  did  not  fee  that  he  was  the 
tool,  that  his  popularity  was  fiditious,  and  that  the 
&me  hands  which  placed  the  laurel  on  his  brow 
(ould,  in  fpite  of  his;  talents  or  merits,  ihatch  it 

away 
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away  for  ever*.  His  banifhment,  at  the  prefent 
moment,  afforded  a  pretext  to  the  faftion  of  Or- 
leans to  accelerate  their  plans  for  fubverting  the 
government.  The  perfon  who  brought  the  news 
from  Verfailles  to  Paris  was  confidered  a  liar  or  a 
lunatic,  and  was  with  difficulty  preferved  from  the 
fury  of  the  mob  j  but  when  the  report  was  fully- 
confirmed,  and  many  falfehoods  added  refpefting 
the  intended  difTolution  of  the  afTembly,  the  burning 
of  Paris,  and  the  murder  of  the  inhabitants,  they 
burft  into  afts  of  the  mofl  furious  violence.  They 
carried  the  bufl  of  the  minifter,  covered  with 
crape,  about  the  ftreets,  together  with  that  of  the 
duke  of  Orleans,  and  made  them  a  rallying  point 

j»th  July,  for  the  difaffefted.  The  national  afTembly  believed, 
or  pretended  to  believe,  ttiat  in  the  difmiffion  of 
Necker  their  own  ruin  was  involved ;  they  made 
hafte  to  f^rike  terror  into  the  new  miniilry,  by  de-^ 
creeing  them  refponfible  for  all  the  events  which 
fhould  take  place  in  cdnfequence  of  the  public 
fermentation ;  and  that  Necker  had  carried  with 
him  the  confidence  of  the  nation. 

Hitrecal.  Shortly  after  the  events  of  the  14th  July,  the 
alTembly  were  induced,  by  the  interference  of  the 
municipality  of  Paris,  to  addrefs  the  king  to  remove 
his  prefent  miniftry,  and  recal  Necker.  The  cfFedl: 
of  this  indecent  interference  in  the  province  of  the 
executive  power  is  incalculable,  had  it  been  refifled  ; 
but  the  miniftry,  of  their  own  accord,  refigned  their 
fituations  the  day  the  addrefs  was  voted  3  and  the 
king  difpatched  a  mefifage  to  Necker  the  fame  day, 
inviting  his  return.  He  had,  before  the  receipt  of  this 
letter,  gained  intelligence  of  the  revolution  from  the 

«  He  became  afterward*  fully  fei>iihlc  of  this  truth,  and  acknow- 
ledges, that,  but  for  the  ardent  eloquence  of  M.  Lally,  he  (hould  havfr 
funk  gently  JDto  oblivion  after  the  iitb  of  jul^.  $ur  i*AdmiDiftratioD|^ 

duch^ 
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duchefs  de  Poli^ac  ^  who,  flying  from  the  popular 
fury  in  a  lefs  circuitous  direftion  than  the  ex-mi^ 
nifter,  had  overtaken  him  at  Bafil,  and  apprized 
him  of  the  recent  events.  Had  he  poflefled  a  great 
mind,  he  would  have  rejeSed  the  proffered  return 
to  power,  obvloufly  procured  for  him  by  force ;  and 
by  neglecting  his  extorted  commands,  have  (hewn, 
in  the  moft  unequivocal  manner,  his  compliance  with 
the  wijbes  of  the  king.  Had  he  poffeffed  only  a 
moderate  portion  of  genuine  philofophy,  and  felt 
the  pure  affedlion  which  a  virtuous  miad  entertains 
for  a  high  reputation,  inftead  of  the  appetite,  which 
fools  and  knaves  often  poffefs  in  common  with  wife 
and  honeft  men,  for  popular  acclamation,  he  would 
have  followed  his  plan  of  retirement,  poffefling  the 
regrets  and  good  wifhes  of  a  mighty  nation,  and  the 
refpeft  of  a  very  great  portion  of  Europe  ^. 

Necker,  however,  decided  otherwife.     He  wrote  «^d  July, 
to  the  king  and  to  the  national  affembly,  accepting  ^f^**"* 
their  invitation.     To  the  king  he  ufes  a  very  chilling  return, 
phrafe ;    *'  I  return   to  receive  your  orders,   and 
"  afcertain  on  the  fpot,  whether  my  indefatigable 
"  zeal  and  entire  devotednefs  can  yet  be  of  any 
'"  fervice  to  your  majefty.     /  am  convinced  that  this 
"  is  your  wijh^  Jince  you  deign  to  ajjfure  me  of  itJ** 
To  the  affembly  he  fays  j  "  Worthily  to  reply  to 
"  that  ennobling  mark  of  your  regard  far  exceeds  my 
"  feeble  powers :   but  at  Icaft,  gentlemen,  I  may  be 
"  allowed  to  offer  you  the  homage  of  my  refpedtful 
"  gratitude  *"."     When  Necker  had  refolved  to  rc- 

f  Memoiref  de  la  Ducbefle  de  Polignac,  par  la  Comtcfle  Diane  de 
PoUgnac,  p.  37.     Hiftories. 

S  Subl'equcnt  events,  which  have  thrown  light  on  the  caufes  and 
combinations  which  produced  thole  a£l$  which  preceded  M.  Neckei*t 
difmiiliony  and  his  own  conduct  and  writings,  have  contributed  to 
weaken  cbofe  fentimentsj  but  if  they  had  not  been  io  brilliant  at  that 
moment,  they  would  have  been  more  general  and  permanent, 

^  See  the  Letters  and  Anfwers  in  Necker  on  the  French  Revolution* 
vol.  i.  p.  225.  That  to  the  king  is  in  the  (lyle  of  a  perfon  fuUenly 
conferring  a  favour :  that  to  the  afl*mbly»  in  the  flyle  of  a  man  highly 
honoured  and  proportionately  gratefu), 

turn. 
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turn,  there  was  one  effential  fervice  to  be  rendered 
to  the  kmg,  which,  had  he  been  honeftly  defirous  of 
it,  might  have  tended  to  tranquillize  the  country, 
and  give  permanence  to  the  throne.     I  owe  the  fug- 
geftion  to  Bertrand,  and  tranfcribe  his  own  words : 
**  To  have  rendered  his  zeal  ufeful  to  the  king  and 
•*  the  (late  at  that  period,  he  had  but  one  hne  of 
•'  conduft  to  adopt,  which  was,  to  have  immediately 
•*  prefented  himfelf  to  the  affembly,  and  after  hav- 
*'  ing  thanked  them  for  the  concern  with  which 
•*  they  had  honoured  him,  to  have  candidly  an- 
*'  nounced  to  them,  that  he  was  the  author  of  the 
•'  declaration  of  the  23d  of  June,  as  it  had  been 
*'  read  in  the  affembly,  except  fome  expreffions 
**  which  had  been  altered,  which  by  no  means  al- 
•*  tered  the  fenfe  of  it ;  that  he  folemnly  perfifted  in 
the  opinion,  that  the  form  of  government  efta- 
bliflied  by  that  law,  according  to  the  wiflies  ex- 
preffed  in  the  majority  of  the  inftrufliions,  was 
the  only  one  proper  for  France  j  therefore  his 
•*  confcience,  his  honor,  and  his  zeal,  made  it  his 
•*  duty  not  to  return  into  adminiftration  till  the 
•*  affembly  had    declared   their  adherence  to  the 
•*  declaration   of  the  23d  of  June.     The  general 
^*  confidence  and  vaft  credit  which  M.  Necker  en* 
**  joyed  at  that  moment  enabled  him  to  give  the 
"  people  whatever  impreflion  he  pleafed,   and  to 
"  have  made    it    impoffible   for   the    affembly  to 
^*  have  rejefted    his  propofitions.      It   was  in  his 
^  power  at  this  period  to  have  had  many  abufes 
**  corrected,  the  monarchy  wifely  limited  and  pre- 
•*  ferved,  and  by  fo  important  a  fervice  he  would 
**  have  fecured  to  himfelf  as  long  a  minifterial  ca- 
**  reer  as  his  ambition  could  have  defired  *.**     A 
mode  of  conduct  formed  on  this  outline  would  have 
rendered  him  refpeftable,  and  procured  him  a  nu-. 
merous  body  of  friends. 

^  Memoirsi  vol.  i.  p.  7o« 

His 
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His  progrefs  through  the  country  was,  in  its  trueft  His  jour, 
fenfe,  a  triumph.  Acclamations  of  multitudes^  an  "'^^/JJ** 
efcort  of  troops,  refpe£t  and  veneration,  attended  Parit. 
him  the  whoie  way".  His  interpofition  effaced 
what  the  king's  influence  could  not  have  done,  in 
&ving  the  life  of  the  baron  de  BezenvaU  His  re* 
turn  was  celebrated  at  Paris  with  all  the  demonftra- 
tuH^  of  joy  which  a  hafty,  .fanguine,  and  capricious 
people  could  give.  He  was  introduced  in  great  t9thjul7. 
pomp  to  the  national  aflembly,  where  he  was  corn- 
plimented  by  the  prefident  in  an  elegant  fpeech, 
which  was  ordered  to  be  printed,  that  all  France 
might  atteft  and  approve  the  homage  paid  by  their 
reprefentatives.  His  reply  was  brief,  and  contained 
nothing  remarkable.  He  went  the  next  day  to 
Paris,  accompanied  by  his  colleague,  M.  de  St* 
Pried ;  they  were  met  at  the  barrier  by  an  immenfe 
multitude,  who  took  the  horfes  from  the  carriage, 
and  drew  it  thcmfelves  to  the  HoteUde-ville.  Here 
he  was  received  by  the  commune,  and  compli- 
mented by  Bailly,  the  mayor.  The  mob  with- 
out infifled  on  feeing  him,  and  he  ihewed  him- 
felf  in  the  balcony,  accompanied  by  his  wife 
and  daughter.  On  his  return  to  the  commune^  he 
took  occafion  to  mention  the  fituation  of  Bezenval, 
and  to  advert  to  the  fcenes  which  had  lately  dif- 
graced  the  capital.  The  liberation  of  the  baron, 
and  a  general  amnefly,  were  inftantly  decreed  by 
acclamation ;  and  the  minifter,  happy  in  the  Cucce& 
of  his  efforts,  retired.  Intoxicated  with  homage 
and  apj^aufe,  he  was  incapable  of  feeing  that  his  po- 
pularity had  reached  its  height,  and  that  its  decline 
was  to  be  dated  from  that  moment.  The  diilri£ts 
of  Paris  were  excited  to  proteft  againft  the  ads  of 
the  commune  \  and  the  aflembly,  on  ttje  motion  of 

^  See  the  Hlftoriesi  and  Arthur  Young*s  TraveU,  p.  143. 

Mirabeau^ 
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Mirabeau,  reverfed  them  '•  In  Ihort,  be  had  rifefl 
to  as  great  an  emmence  in  the  public  opinion  as  the 
faction  of  the  palais  royal  judged  it  expedient  to 
permit ;  and  while  his  return  was  celebrated  by 
illuminations  and  fire-works,  his  difgrace  was  re- 
folved  on". 
Propofes  Little  cabal,  very  fmall  efforts  of  intrigue,  were 
loans.  neceffary  in  the  prefent  circumftances  to  render  the 
decline  of  the  minifter^s  popularity  certain.  The 
payment  of  taxes  was  refufed  in  many  provinces, 
and  the  power  of  paying  them  was  taken  from  many 
peifons  by  the  burning  their  houfes  and  plundering* 
7ih  Aug.  of  their  eftates  by  mobs.  Neckef  reprefented  to  the 
affembly,(in  a  long  fpeech,  the  diftreffed  ftate  of  the 
revenue  j  that  the  treafury  contained  only  four  hun* 
dred  thoufand  livres  ( 1 7,500/.),  chiefly  in  notes  of 
the  caijfe  (Tefcompts^  then  in  a  ftate  of  bankruptcy  i 

I  The  Baron  deBezenval  was  commandant  of  the  Swifsgoanis 
at  the  sera  of  the  revolution.  He  was  fa  id  to  have  encouraged  dc 
Lauray  to  defend  the  Baftille,  and  to  have  promifed  him  a  reinforce* 
ment ;  this  fuggeftion  rendering  his  ftay  in  Paris  unfafe  after  the  14th 
July,  he  folicited  and  obtained  from  the  king  lea?e  to  return  to 
Switzerland,  his  own  country*  In  his  way  thither  he  was  arreited  at 
Villenaux  by  the  national  militia^  juft  as  Necker  was  pafllng.  He 
immediately  wrote  to  the  municipal  officers,  requefting  his  liberattoQ, 
which  they  declined  granting  till  they  (houid  receive  an  order  to  that 
eflfedt  f  rora  the  permanent  committee  at  the  Hotel -de.  vi  He.  Necker 
folicited  and  obtained  it  \  but  the  aflembly  decreed  that  the  baron 
fhould  be  kept  in  fafe  cufto<Iy  near  the  place  where  he  was  arrefted» 
till  he  could  be  tried}  he  being,  in  the  mean  time,  under  the  pro* 
te^ion  of  the  law.  He  was  condu6led  to  Brie- Comte- Robert,  and 
committed  to  the  callle.  It  was  fortun:ite  for  him  the  meflenger  dif- 
}>atched  with  the  decree  of  the  afTemhly  ufed  expedition  enough  to 
prevent  his  return  to  Paris  with  thofe  difpatched  by  the  diftrifts,  as  a 
mob  of  thirty  thoufand  people  were  wailing  for  him  at  the  Gicve,  with 
a  gallows  and  rope,  ready  to  have  executed  judgment  on  him  in  their 
fummary  way.  When  the  court  ot  the  Chatelet  was  erefled  into  a  tri- 
bunal for  the  trial  of  crimes  of  laee  nstiom,  he  was  arraigned  before 
them;  and  it  appearing  that  he  had,  in  the  whole  of  his  conduA^ 
merely  aAcd  in  obedience  to  the  commands  of  his  fuperiors,  he  was 
acquitted.  The  baroB  furvived  his  acquittal  but  a  fliort  time.  He 
died  at  Pans. 

n  See  the  various  hiftories.  Necker  himfelf  fpeaks  with  great  feel« 
ing  and  anger  of  the  refolution  entered  into  to  unpvpula/ife  him 
(jitf^arijtr),    Sur  rAdminillratioD,  dec.  p.  131.  409, 

and 
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and   alter  defcribing    the   caufes  of    the    differ-^ 

ence  between  the  receipt  and  expenditure,  propofed 

a  loan    of    thuty     millions     (1,312,500/.),     to 

anfwer  the  current  expences  for  two  months,  in 

which  time   he   hoped  the   conftitution  might  be 

nearly,  if  not  entirely  finiflied.      The  contraftors 

were  to  have  five  per  cent,  and  a  certain  honm  :   but 

the  reftoration  of  public  credit  would  have  fixed  the 

minifter  and  the  royal  authority  too  firmly  to  fuit 

the  views  of  the  faction  ;  they  therefore  diminiihed 

the  advantages  of  the  propofal^  and  reduced  the  in- 

tereft  to  four  and  an  half  ^^r  cent.:  the  confequence 

was  the  utter  failure  of  the  fcheme,  as  three  weeks 

elapfed  after  the  decree,  and  not  a  tenth  part  of  the 

money  was  fubfcribed.      Another   loan  of  eighty  27th  Aug. 

millions  (3,500,000/.)   was  then  propofed  on  the 

minifter's  original  plan ;  but  the  public  confidence 

was  departed,  and  it  met  with  no  fuccefs  "• 

In  September,  the  public  mind  was  agitated  by    ift  Sept. 
the  queftion,  what  fliare  of  the  legiflauve  power  ^^^^^ 
fliould  be  confided  in  the  crown ;  and  whether  the 
king  was  to  have  a  prohibitory  control  over  the 
afts  of  the  afiembly  ?     This  debate  was  carried  on 
with  Angular  acrimony  and  violence  for  a  fortnight. 
One  party  maintained,  that  the  decrees  of  the  aflem- 
bly  {hould  have  the  force  of  laws,  without  the  royal 
fanftion  :  the  other,  that  the  king  ihould  have  an 
abfolute  negative  on  all  decrees.     This  queftion  pro- 
duced many  others ;  fuch  as,  thofe  of  the  king's 
mviolability,  and  the   defcent  of  the  crown;  but 
the  main  point  was  ftill  undecided.     Necker  pre-  Necker*t 
fented    a   memoire  propofing    a   middle    meafure,  opinion, 
namely,  that  the  decrees  of  the  afiembly  fhould  be 
prefented  to  the  king  for  his  fan&ion,  which  if  he 
withheld  during  the  fittings  of  two  aifemblies,  both 
agreeing  in  the  expediency  of  them,  they  Ihould 
become  laws  without  his  confent.     This  was  termed 

^  Debates.    Hiflorict. 

a/uf. 
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a  fufpenfvoe  veto*    The  plan  contains  f  ety  little  trif* 
dom  ;  the  dread  of  committing  to  the  crown  an 
uncontrolled  power  of  refiifing  a  fanftion  to  laws 
apparently  unjuft  and  inefficacious,  mufl:  have  origin'^ 
ated  from  malignant  jealoufy  and  refolute  mifappre- 
henfion  ;   tod  the  projefl:  of  protrafting  the  confent 
between  the  executive  and  legillative  powers,  during 
the  continuance  of  two  affemblies,  was  a  monfter 
of  weaknefs  and  deformity.     The  affembly,  under  a 
pretended  terror  of  minifterial  influence,  refufed  to 
read  the  menioire  of  their  late  idol.     He  publifhed 
it ;  and  at  length,  wearied  with  a  contefl;  on  the 
other  alternatives  of  an  abfolute  veio^  or  none  at  all, 
wherein  perfohal  acrimony  increafed,  without  mak*^ 
ing  any  pfofelytes,  the  afTembly  adopted  the  plan  of 
the  minifter ;  but  without  any  compliment  to  him^ 
direft  or  implied* 
Paftiotic        Still  the  derangement  of  the  finances  appeared 
donationt.  irreparable.      Patriotifm,  or  a  love   of  diftinftion^ 
had  impelled    many  perfons    to   make   voluntary 
donations  of  their   plate,  jewels,   and   ornaments^ 
which  were  denominated  patriotic  gifts.     The  king, 
in  commiferation  of  the  public  diftrefe  for  fpecie, 
had  feiit  his  fuperb  fervices  of  plate  to  the  mint ; 
but  thefe  fupplies  were  impermanent  aAd  infufEcient* 
t4th  Sept.  Necker  again  attended  the  aflfembly,  and  after  draw^* 
xit  oa.     ijjg  2JI  alarming  and  juft  pidure  of  the  ftate  of  the 
revenue,  and  expreffing  his   hopes   of  being  able 
by  economy  and  the  equalization  of  taxes,  tb  reftore 
Necker      public  credit,  propofed  that  a  contribution  fhould 
propofega  be   levied   on  every  individual,  equivalent    to  one 
t^n  of  one  fourth  of  his  annual  income,  to  be  paid  in  fifteen 
iourth  of  nionths.     This  violent  meafure,  which  did  not  re* 
ofVachT!  ^^^^^  all    the  depth   of  financial   knowledge    the 
dividual,    minifter  was  fuppofed  to  poflfefs,  was,  after  fome 
debate,  fanftioned  by  the  aflembly,  to  the  furprife 
of  many  ;  Mirabeau,  Necker's  inveterate  opponent, 
fupported  it,  and  propofed  placing  in  him  an  un- 
limited confidence.     This  furprife  was  abated  by 

4  Mirabeau's 
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Mirabeau's  fubfequent  conduft,  for  wheft  it  wa4 
objedted  that  the  aflembly  could  not,  confidently 
with  their  inftruftions,  vote  any  new  tax  till  the 
king  fhould  have  fandlioned  the  articles  of  the 
coimitution  then  under  his  confideration,  Mirabeau 
tacked  the  decree  for  the  new  import,  to  the  requeft 
of  the  aiTembly  that  the  kmg  would  no  longer  delay 
to  fan£tion  the  decrees  relating  to  the  conftitution^ 
and  thofe  of  the  4th  of  Auguft.  This  fineffe, 
which  a  democratic  writer  in  England  has  honoured 
with  the  title  of  a  **  happy  combination  of  the 
"  different  views  on  the  fubjeft  %^^  is  neither  more 
nor  lefs  than  what  was  formerly  pra£tifed  in  the 
houfe  of  commons  of  this  country,  tacking  to  a 
money-bill  another  which  might  be  fuppofed  lefs 
palatable  to  the  fuperior  orders  of  the  conftitution^ 
a  practice  which  they  hav.e  long  (ince  difcontinued, 
and  againfl;  the  legality  of  which  many  refolutions 
have  been  entered  into  by  the  lords  ^* 

This  extraordinary  coalition,  combined  with  the  Conaudof 
events  then  in  agitation,  and  which  fo  fatally  broke  (J^a*^;*  g*** 
out  a  few  days  after,  have  led  to  a  fufpicion  that  the  5th  of 
the  minifter  was  willing  to  make  a  compromife  for  Oftober » 
his  perfcnal  iafety,  or  for  a  remnant  of  popularity^ 
by  conniving  at,  if  not  abetting  the  projefts  of  the 
confpirators.      Without  fuch    connivance,    or   an 
ignorance  of  public  affairs,  and  the  tranfadUons  of 
the  capital,  almolt  as  culpable,  it  is  thought  impofli- 
ble  that  fo  mighty  an  enterprife  fhould  have  been 
formed  and  conduded  in  fuch  a  manner  that  the 
lead  intimation  of  it  did  not  reach  the  court.     It  is 
confidered  almoft  impofCble  that,  on  the  morning 
of  the  5th  of  Odober,  the  king  fhould  have  been 
fufiered  to  go  to  Meudon  to  t^e  the  diverfion  of 
hunting,  without  receiving  the  lead  hint   of  the 
proceedings  at  Paris,  or  mould  never  be  apprized 

•  Impartial  Hiftory,  vol*  i.  p.  ts)* 

f  Dmiei«    Hiftoiicft.    8«e  MiRABEAiTi 

VOL,  n.  O  cf 


194  JfECKtR. 

of  tfiem  till  the  hall  of  the  affembly  was  filled  with 
poiflardes.    Had  the  minifter  no  friend,  no  fpy  in 
raris,  who  could  apprize  him  of  the  dangers  with 
which  the  life  of  the  monarch  and  thofe  of  his 
family  were  threatened?  Such  a  deficiency  of  in- 
formation is  unpardonable,  if  credible ;  but  if  Necker 
knew  of  thefe  events  and  neglefted  to  apprize  the 
court  of  them,  in  what  light  mud  the  honed  men 
of  this  day,  in  what  light  mud  poderity  view  his 
conduct  ? 
6ihNov.       The  opinion  of  his  having   connefted  himfelf 
to  ciublifti  adively  with  the  Orleans'  faftion,  is  believed  by 
a  naiionai  fome  authors,  but  the  antipathy  betM'een  him  and 
baBk.       Mirabeau  which  prevented  a  treaty  with  the  king, 
would  have  frudrated  an  union  of  the  kind.     Necker 
had  not  what  the  confpirators  term  energy  enough 
to  ferve  their  latent  purpofes  or  retain  their  patron- 
t4th  Xov.  age.     He  returned  to  his  duties  as  a  financier,  and 
prefented   to  the  affembly  a  plan  for  edabliihing  sC 
national  bank,  to  be  raifed  on  the  remains  of  the 
caiffe  d^E/compte^  and  fupplied  by  the  fale  of  crown 
and  church  lands.    This  proje^  fird  gave  rife  to 
the  emiffion   of  ajftgnats^    which  were  notes    or 
transferable    acknowledgments    of   the  receipt   of 
monies  to  be  refunded  by  the  fale  of  thofe  domains. 
This,  like  other  innovations,  or  novel  expedientSp- 
was  very  much  approved  at  fird.     The  people  were' 
anxious  to  fhew  their  zeal  by  contributing  largely 
to  the  patriotic  donations,  which  were  by  this  nevT 
plan  to  be  funded,  to  anfwer  extraordinary  emer- 
gencies.    But   the  reputation  of  Necker  had  de- 
clined, his  prefence  gave  no  pleafure,  he  was  not 
looked  up  to  as  the  faviour  of  the  country,  but 
merely  as  a  minider  of  fome  talents,  and  a  neceffary 
drudge  in  the  myderious  and  laborious  bufin^s  of 
finance.  ^    . 

l)ecHncof      This  indifference  was  foon  converted  into  difgufl. 
Jft^pcpu-  rj.jjg  committee  of  the  affembly  employed  in  carry- 
ing into  execution  his  ecoimomical  plans,  required 

a  regidcr 
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a  re^fter  of  the  expenditures,  penfioM,  and  dona* 
tions  of  the  pubUc  money  by  the  court  for  the  laft 
twenty  years,  called  the  red  book.  The  king  ex- 
prefled  an  unwillingnefs  to  comply  with  this  requeft^ 
as  it  would  expofe  the  profufion  of  his  grandfather* 
Some  of  the  expences  of  his  own  reign  might  alfo 
excite  fenfations  of  repugnance  in  the  prefent  flate 
of  the  public  mind.  Camus,  however,  as  prefi- 
dent  of  the  committee,  preffed  for  the  perufal  of 
the  book,  alledging  that  it  was  not  to  be  publilhed 
or  its  contents  divulged  to  gratify  idle  curiofity,  but 
was  to  be  made  ufe  of  merely  to  form  the  bafis  of^ 
a  report,  which  the  committee  could  not  draw  up 
without  it,  Necker  on  this,  with  a  too  ready  ijih  Maf* 
credulity  perhaps,  but  without  any  apparent  ilU  '79*- 
intention,  prevailed  on  the  king  to  let  the  book  be 
fent  to  the  committee.  To  the  great  furprife  of  ail 
honeft  and  feeling  men,  the  book  was  immediately 
fent  to  the  prefs  and  publiflied.  The  minifter  re- 
monftrated  with  Camus  in  fuch  a  ftyle  as  brought 
on  a  quarrel  between  them.  The  public  took  part 
with  the  treacherous  prefident  of  the  committee,  and 
the  prefs  teemed  with  fcandalous  pamphlets,  againft 
the  upftart,  ariftocrat  financier  **.  Everv  incident  of 
his  public  life,  efpecially  fince  his  lau  recal,  was 
converted  into  matter  of  reproach,  and  truth  and 
fidion  were  exhaufted  in  fearch  of «  fcandalous 
anecdotes  of  his  private  life  \  Thus  was  the  marl 
who  had  been  exalted  to  a  degree  exceeding  all 
reafonable  hope  for  ads  of  equivocal  virtue,  pr 
fmall  importance,  degraded  in  the  public  mind  to 
the  ftate  of  a  crin:iinal,  for  a  mode  of  conduct 
which  ail  good  men  muft  have  refpeded.  H^ 
accelerated  the  downfal  of  his  popularity  by  a 
treatife  in  defence  of  nobility,  a  crime  in  the  ftate  of 
opinions  then  prevailing  in  France^  utterly  unpar- 
donable %    and  the   unfortunate    affair^  or  Nancy, 

\  Moore's  View,  rol.  11.  p.  t^T. 

'  Bur  rAdminiftration^  &c.  p.  i)s«  409.  fH* 

*  Sfff  HiUorical  Sketclv  P-  »^6* 
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which  involved  all  the  minifters  m  blame^  completed 
Ills  debafement. 

To  an  ear  long  foothed  by  the  acclamations  of 
popular  applaufe,  to  an  eye  long  accuftomed  to 
fee  every  beholder  bending  with  veneration,  or 
animated  vnth  hope,  nothing  can  be  more  irkfome 
and  infupportable  than  the  privation  of  thofe  grati- 
ficationsy  and  the  fubftitution  of  contempt  and 
reproach  for  reverence  and  admiration.  The  man 
whofe  virtuous  labours  are  direfted  to  the  public 
good,  and  to  the  faithful  difcharge  of  the  didates 
of  his  confcience  alone,  can  furvey  with  indifference 
the  fluduations  of  public  opinion,  and  perfift  in  his 
duty,  though  expofed  to  all  th6  ftorms  of  popular 
outrage,  but  he  who  fixes  his  aifedions  on  the  un- 
liable and  injudicious  applaufe  of  the  multitude, 
and  facrifices  to  it,  in  the  flighted:  degree,  his  in- 
tegrity and  honour,  once  deprived  of  it,  feds  that 
dreary  inconfoleablenefs  which  refults  from  difap- 
pointment  in  an  illicit  object  of  the  tendered  foil- 
*citude,  and  for  which  no  internal  principles,  or  con- 
fcioufnefs  of  irreproachable  condud  is  left  to  make 
amends, 
pfmands  Notwithftaudiug  all  the  external  fymptoms  of 
ittiic/**  this  decaying  popularity  and  influence,  Necker  could, 
hardly  believe  the  reality*  The  concurrence  of 
circumftances,  and  the  flatteries  of  his  wife  and 
friends,  had  led  him  into  notions  fo  extravagant, 
that  he  fuppofed,  if  he  were  fo  inclined,  he  could 
eftablifh  a  new  religion  in  France,  inflead  of 
Chriftianity.  But  he  was  at  length  undeceived  and 
alarmed  for  his  perfbnal  fafety  by  an  infurredion 
4th  Sept.  which  the  Jacobins  ndfed  for  the  purpofe  %  he  wrote' 
'7^^'  to  the  aflembly  demanding  leave  to  retire,  afligning, 
as  a  caufe,  his  ill  ftate  of  health,  and  proffering  to 
leave  the  money  due  to  him  from  government^ 
which  has  been  already  fl:ated  to  amount  to 
96,250  A    fterling,    together  with  his  hotel   and 

*•  &ttr  l^AdminifiraiiQiii  &c.  p.  414.    Bcrtranik*!  Mcmotrt«  p.  174.. 
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furniture  as  pledges  for  the  integrity  of  his  admini- 
ftration.  No  part  of  this  letter  was  deemed  import- 
ant enough  to  claim  any  attention,  and  they  psifkd 
to  the  order  of  the  day.  Some  of  the  feraons  of 
Paris,  on  the  news  of  his  intended  departure,  af- 
fembled  to  deliberate  whether  it  fhould  be  permitted, 
and  whether  the  fum  he  had  propofed  to  l^ave  was 
fuf&dent  to  indemnify  the  public  for  what  he  had 
robbed  them  of,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  if  they 
had  been  urged  to  it  by  any  of  thofe  perfons  who 
were  then  in  the  habit  of  dire£ting  their  motions, 
the  mob  would  have  prevented  his  departure  imd 
placed  him  in  prifon.  But  Necker's  opponents 
required  only  his  abfence,  and  therefore  difcouraged 
any  violent  proceedings ". 

This  indifference  was  a  thunder-ftroke  ta  Necker, 
it  was  utterly  unexpefted,  he  felt  it  with  thegreateft 
fenfibility,  and  acknowledges  that  the  aflembly,  by 
one  fingle  exprefSon  of  kindnefs  might  have  retained 
him''.  The  whole  of  his  book  on  his  own  ad* 
miniftration  is  replete  with  expreffions  of  the 
injury  which  his  pride  and  honour  had  fuftained 
from  the  unkindnefs  of  the  affembly.  He  had  ftill, 
however,  fome  hopes  of  returning  kindnefs,  and 
notwithflanding  his  pretended  ill-health,  meanly 
Dpaited  eight  days  at  Paris,  in  expeflation  that  fome 
change  of  affairs  would  occafion  his  reftoration  to 
office,  or,  as  he  expreffes  himfelf,  he  had  the  weak- 
nefs  to  await  from  fome  quarter  a  femiment  of 
juftice  or  of  goodnefs  ^. 

The  journey  of  this  degraded  minifter  through  Quits  P«. 
France,  fo  different  from  his  triumphant  entry  the  "•» 
year  before,  is  narrated  by  himfelf  in  fuch  pathetic 
terms,  that  I  (hould*  fail  in  doing  juftice  to  the 
fubjeft  if  I  were  to  relate  it  in  any  but  his  own 

*  The  fads  contained  in  the  preceding;  narrative  are  taken  from 
McM>re*s  View,  Bertrand'i  Memoirti  and  the  various  hiftories  j  which 
refpe^ively  contain  difierent,  but  not  repugnant  narratives. 

'  Sur  rAdmioiftratioc,  &c.  p«  436.  J  Idem,  p.  ^*6. 
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words,  the  fiafls  are  corroborated  by  all  the  hif- 
{iorians.      "  At  length  I  fet  out,  and  I  alone,  in- 
*^  dulging  a  long  feries   of  recolledions,  I  alone 
**  know  my  ftruggles  and  my  heartfelt  pain  j   I  fet 
•'  out,  and  already  was  I  preceded  by  tnofe  dread- 
*'  ful  letters,  thofe  fatal  correfpondences  which  im- 
part to  the  provinces  fentiments  of  hatred,  in- 
judice,  and  perfecution.     Rapid  in  their  effefls 
«f  as  the  wand  of  Medea,  they  appeafe  the  furies, 
^*  or  excite  them  at  pleafure.    I  fpeedily  experienced 
Is  iritfted  «<  their  malign    influence ;    I  was   taking  a    few 
V  ^A^*bc  **  moments  repofe,  free  from  miftruft,  at  the  poft- 
^*^"  ^  **  ^*  houfe  in  the  little  town  of  Arcis-fur-Aubc,  forty 
**  leagues  from  Paris,  when  I  was  furprifed  by  the 
^*  appearance  of  a  great  crowd  of  the  people,  and 
♦*  feveral  armed  men,  who  entered  my  chamber. 
^'  They  began  by  demanding  my  paflports ;  I  had 
^^  three  of  them,  and  a  fpecial  letter  from  the  kmg. 
♦*  I  fhewed  them;  the  municipality,  the  direftory 
♦*  of  the  diftrift  agreed  that  they  were  perfeftly 
**  regular,  but  fome  hot-headed  individuals    per- 
<(  fuaded   the  national  guard  to  think  otherwife, 
^*  and  violence  was  triumphant.     They  condu&ed 
**  us,  madame  Necker  and  myfelf,  between  two 
^^  ranks   of  fiifileers,  to  an  inn  which  they  ap- 
^*  pointed  for  us,  and  where  at  firft  they  talked  of 
*^  keeping  us  apart  from  our  fervants ;   but  they  at 
^^  length  contented  themfelves  with  giving  a  watch- 
*^  word  at  the  inn-door,  and  prohibiting  all  com- 
^'  munication  with  us;    they  multiplied  pofts  of 
^<  fentinels,    and  to  fulfil  all  the  didates  of  pru« 
^^  dence,  placed    a   corps-de-garde   in    the   rooms 
Writes  tp  ^^  below.     I  wi(hed  to  write  to  .the  national  afiem- 
the  •ffem-  ^<  bjy .   permiiSon  was  granted ;   but  with  a  re- 
^y\        f «  fervation  that  none  of  my  fervants  ihould  carry 
^^  the  letter ;  it  was  intrufted  to  two  citizens  of 
^*  Arcis,  who,  when  they  reached  Paris,  entered  into 
<^  confultation  with  thofe  members  of  the  affembly 
^^  yrhp  were  piQit  inimical  to  me :  they  fixed  a  day 
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^  and  hour  for  the  tranfmifnon  of  my  letter  to  th^ 
^^  national  aflembly,  and  after  a  debate  which  pro- 
«<  duced  fome  perfidious  but  impotent  attacks,  it 
*^  was  agreed  that  I  ihould  at  leaft  enjoy  tbe  rights 
ofmanyZnd  they  forbad  all  further  impediment  to 
the  continuation  of  my  journey ;  but  they  care« 
^^  fully  abftained  from  exprefling  any  difapprobation 
"  of  the  national  guard  at  Arcis.  They  were, 
*^  however,  afraid  that  the  prefident ',  who  was  a 
*'  worthy  man,  ihould  in  his  anfwer  adopt  a  fty|e 
^'  refembling  that  of  gratitude ;  and  as  one  or  two 
^^  members,  in  a  moment  of  extraordinary  botdnefs, 
^^  had  hinted  fomething  of  thanks  for  my  fervices, 
'^  the  prefident  was  required  to  communicate  his 
^  letter  before  he  difpatched  it,  and  he  was  obliged, 
^^  contrary  perhaps  to  his  own  private  '^^^fres,  to 
'^  confine  himfelf  rigidly  to  the  terms  dieted  to 

After  fome  dolorous  refle£tions  on  this  injuftice  Proceeds 
of  the  aflembly,   and  a  comjwuative  view  of  the  fa-  ?"  **'• 
cility  with  which  they  voted  thanks  on  fome  occa-  ^*^"™*^  • 
iions,   and  their  extreme  jealoufy  of  granting  them 
on  the  prefent,   he  thus  continues :— "  I  quitted 
Arcis-fur-Aube,  that  town  which  perhaps  at  this 
day  regrets  its  condud:  towards  me ;   and  rein- 
forced with  a  fourth  paifport,  that  of  the  na- 
tional aflembly,   continued  my  route.     But,  on  stopped  ai 
my  arrival  at  Vefoul,  I  was  detained  by  the  people:  ^^^*'"^* 
"  they  ftopped  my  carriage,  cut  the  traces,  held  the 
mod  threatening  language,  and  I  had  great  dif- 
ficulty in  efcaping  firom  their  undifcerning  fury* 
At  night  the  fervants  who  were  following  me  in-  His  ftr- 
curred  a  fl:ill  greater  danger ;  they  were  tumult-  ^^^J^fj^^^j 
uoufly  feized,    the  trunks  which  were  in  their  his  trunks 
carriage  were  opened,  the  padlocks  broke,  their  ^^^^^ 
contents  were  induftrioufly  examined ;  and  from  *^^°' 
^  the  infide  of  the  houfe  where  thefe  iniquities  were 

» '  Bureau  de  Puty* 
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**  tranfafting,  they  dried  to  the  mob  without,— 
**  Stay^Jiay^  ive  will  give  you  notice  when  we  find  any 
*'  thing.  They  only  wanted  therefore  a  pretence  to 
*'  commit  the  greateft  violences ;  fortunately  they 
*'  found  none  ;  the  papers  were  a  colleftion  of  the 
"  principal  letters  of  thanks  and  kindnefs  which  I 
<^  had  received  for  fome  time  paft :  the  manufcript 
^'  books  contained  the  accounts  of  my  domeftic  ex- 
**  pences :  they  were  therefore  obliged  to  let  my 
**  fervants  depart,  who  for  neat  five  hours  confi- 
*'  dered  themfelves  between  life  and  death,  and  in 
^'  their  danger  bound  themfelves  by  vows,  which 
^  after  their  deliverance  they  immediately  feil- 
<*  filled  */' 
Arrives  at  Thus,  aftpr  a  journey  replete  with  difgrace,  infult, 
9^^^  and  dalger,  he  arrived  at  his  eftate  at  Copet,  where 
he  ftill  refides  **.  The  oblivion  from  which  he  was 
refcued  by  M,  Lally,  and  which  he  appears  fo  much 
to  have  dreaded,  now  fo  completely  enihrouds  him, 
that  all  the  abufe  of  his  adverfaries,  who  are  to  be 
found  in  all  parties,  and  three  works  of  confiderabl^ 
fize,  befides  fmaller  ones,  which  he  has  publiihed  fince 
his  Tetreat,  are  infufficient,  amongfl  thofe  who  are 
not  immediate  fufferers  by  the  revolution,  to  make 
him  perfonally  the  topic  of  a  moment's  converf- 
Ittion.     The  popular  indignation  was  carried  to  fuch 

*  Sur  rAdminiflration,  &c.p.4»6. 

^  Gibbpn  thus  dercrilies  hU  mifery  after  hU  retreat  t  ''  I  pafled  four 
*<  days  at  the  pafUe  of  Copet  with  Necker  ;  and  could  have  wiftied  to 
**  have  flsewn  hinii  at  a  warning  to  any  afpiring  youth  pofTefled  with 
V  the  dsemon  of  ambition.  With  all  the  meant  of  private  happineft 
'<  in  his  power,  he  is  the  moft  miferable  of  human  beings :  the  paft, 
*'  the  prefentj  and  the  future^  aie  equally  odious  to  him.  When  I 
«*  rugge(K'd  iome  domeftic  amufements  of  books,  building,  &c.  be 
«*  anlwered  with  a  deep  tone  of  defpair,  *  Dam  Vitat  omjefnis,  u  m  pmt 
f '  fentir  fue  le  coup  di  vewt  fir/  wi'a  ahhatu»*  How  different  from  the  care- 
«•  jel's  cheerfulnefs  with  which  our  poor  friend  lord  North  fupported 
•'  his  fall  I  Madame  Necker  maintains  more  external  compofure» 
<<  mais  U  didhU  n^y  ftrd  r'ttn*  It  IS  true  that  Necker  wiihed  tq  be  carried 
«<  into  the  clofet,  like  old  Pitt,  on  the  ftioulders  of  tbe  people;  and 
•<  chat  he  had  been  ruined  by  that  democracy  which  be  had  raifed/* 
Gibbpn's  Mifcellapeous  VYpr^^i  vo^*  4«  p*  *I3« 
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extremes  at  the  period  of  the  loth  of  Augtift  179a, 
that  his  buds  and  ftatues  were  afliduoully  fought 
out,  and  deftroyed  with  all  the  marks  of  ignominy 
and  hatred  (hewn  to  thofe  of  kings  *• 

The  conduft  of  Nccker  on  every  occafion  has  Hitcha* 
been  fo  amply  difcuffed  in  the  preceding  pages,  that  ^^^^^ 
it  is  unneceflary  to  fpeak  of  it  otiierwife  than  in  ge- 
neral terms.  That  he  was  a  principal  caufe  of  the 
French  revolution  is  admitted  by  writers  of  every 
defcription,  by  perfons  whofe  principles  and  ftyles 
are  oppofite  as  thofe  of  Bertrand  and  Pages :  yet  it 
is  his  &te  to  have  no  defenders ;  the  royalift  writers 
load  him  with  execration,  as  a  monfter,  the  fligma 
of  the  human  race ;  while  the  republicans  defpife 
him  as  a  (hallow  egotift,  with  views  narrow  and  con- 
traded,  and  an  underftanding  too  limited  to  form 
a  grand  univerfal  fcheme  of  government  \  He  in- 
directly confefles  that  the  revolution  was  his  work, 
when  he  fays,  that  **  the  precipitation  with  which 
**  the  ftates-general  were  promifed,  and  the  impa- 
^'  tience  with  which  the  execution  of  this  engage- 

c  PeUier  relates  a  curious  anecdote  of  a  buft  of  Necker,  which  maf 
ihew  the  inltabiiity  of  popular  favour.  A  iculpror  of  (he  name 
of  Hotidon,  had  been  ordered  to  make  a  butt  of  this  minifter 
foon  after  the  i4.th  of  July.  *<  The  artift,  confined  in  his  work* 
"  (hop,  had  no  idea  that,  in  the  Hiort  time  which  elapftd  from  his 
"  receiving  the  order  til)  his  finifliing  the  buft,  the  pi'ople  could 
"  poilihly  hare  expelled  from  their  temple  the  idol  they  before  wor- 
"  ihipped*  Hoodon  therefore  having  exerted  himfelf  to  complete  ir, 
"  comes  aU  covered  with  fweat  and  duft,  bringing  the  precioua 
'*  marble,  cirefuHy  wrapt  up  in  matting  a  few  days  afier  the  ex* 
**  pedition  to  Nancy.  Wiiat  an  unfortunate  circuniftance  1  The 
"  blood  of  the  brethren  and  friends  of  Chateauvieux  had  been  flied : 
"  Necker  was  one  of  the  king^s  privy  council :  not  a  member  of  the 
'*  common  council  dared  to  expiefs  his  approbation  of  the  buf( :  it 
**  was  rrjefled  with  contempt  $  and  the  artill  thought  himftlf  very 
'i  lucky  in  being  fuffered  to  take  it  home,  with  the  hope  of  felling  it 
"  at  (ome  future  day,  as  an  hiftorical  monument  of  popular  ingrjti- 
"  tude."     Late  Pidiure  of  Paris,  vol.  ii.  p.  no. 

*  See  Bertrand*s  Memoirs,  vol.  i.  p.  177.  Pagis  Hiftoire  Secrete, 
vol.  i.  p.  167.  319.  Flayfair*s  Hiftoryof  Jacobiniiin,  p.  67.  Apologie 
des  Projets,  &c,  p.  185.  Arthur  Voung^s  Example  of  France,  &c. 
D.  47.  83.  Alfo  an  admirable  delineation  of  his  cbarafler  in  Bouili^'s 
Memoirs,  p.  516* 
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^  ment  was  hurried  on,  prodaced  baneful  confc- 
**  quences  *.**  Now  no  perfon  hurried  on  the  per- 
formance of  the  king's  promife  fo  much  as  himfelf^ 
as  he  owns  with ,  fome  felf-gratulation  in  his  public- 
ation in  1791  ^  In  defence  of  his  general  conduct 
lie  very  frequently  recurs  to  the  force  of  public  opi- 
nion ;  but  this  is  a  mere  cant  word ;  the  public  opi- 
nion is  not  the  law  of  a  wife  man  or  a  great  ftatef- 
man,  it  is  a  powerful  machine  which  he  ought  to  di- 
rect, but  never  fuffer  himfelf  to  be  drawn  in  by  its 
iiTspetuofity,  or  crufhed  by  its  weight.  It  is  well 
faid  by  Mallet  du  Pan,  that  Necker  fell  a  vi£tim  to 
public  opinion,  after  having  offered  incenfe  to  it  as 
an  idol,  inftead  of  governing  it  as  the  Have  of  expe- 
rience and  genius^.  His  vanity,  which  was  in 
fome  degree  defenfible,  confidertng  how  much  it 
was  inflamed  by  the  public  and  every  one  about 
him,  occafioned  moft  of  his  errors ;  but  his  defire 
of  retaining  his  place  led  him  to  adopt  meafures  and 
form  coalitions  to  which  a  virtuous  and  confident 
man,  whatever  might  have  been  his  ultimate  views^ 
would  not  have  condefcended*  His  political  inte- 
grity is  much  applauded ;  I  think  it  has  fome 
ihades ;  but  admitting  it  to  be  unfullied,  it  affords 
but  a  feeble  excufe  for  the  evils  he  has  occafioned. 
In  private  life,  an  honeft  motive  extenuates  erro- 
neous condud:,  but  a  minifter  is  juft  as  culpable  for 
the  effeds  which  are  derived  from  want  of  fkill^ 
as  for  thofe  which  refult  from  evil  intentions.  Nec- 
ker is  acknowledged  even  by  his  enemies  to  have 
been  humane,  juft,  and  benevolent;  a  good  hulband^ 
father,  and  friend.  His  vanity  made  him  defirous 
to  monopolife  admiration,  which  wifh  the  partiality 
of  his  family  might  confiderably  augment ;  and  it 
was  accompanied  with  a  jealoufy  of  others,,  and  a 

•  On  the  Revolutiony  &c.  voKi.  p.  ¥99. 
f  Sur  rAdn^ir.iftratitn,  &c.  p.  31. 

t  Meicure  Fmn^ois,   HKioric^ue  &  Politique|    Tol.  dv  %$  Avril 
yufi^u'au  22  Juin  17919  p.  238. 
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vindiftivenefs  when  attacked,  which  derogates  much 
from  his  character  as  a  philofopher  ''• 

It  remains  only  to  fpeak  of  him  as  an  author,  and  writ- 
I  cannot  even  give  a  complete  lift  of  his  worl^.  '"J^* 
Hhofe  which  have  fallen  under  my  obfervation  dif- 
play  marks  of  aiCduous  refearch  and  copious  inform* 
ation,  but  are  written  in  a  ftyle  fo  laborioufly  po- 
liihed  as  to  incur  the  charge  of  aSedation*     Ber- 
trand  juftly  places  him  amongft  the  diftinguifhed  ' 
writers  of  the  age.     The  works  of  Necker  which  I 
have  read  are  the  following  :  his  Comfte  rendu^  and 
De  r  Admini/iration  des  Finances^  both  of  which  con- 
tain ftriking  fads,  ingenious  calculations,  and  deduc- 
tions for  the  moft  part  fanftioned  by  re^fon ;  his 
treacife    De  rimporiance  des  Opiniom  Religieufes  is 
preferable  to  all  his  other  writings  :   I  have  quoted 
many  paflages  of  his  book  intitled  Sur  V Admintjira^ 
tion  de  M.  Necker  par  lui  meme :   it  appears  from 
the  exordium,  that  he  retired  to  Copet  in  a  fit  of 
dogged  fullennefs,  and  thought  that  his  incenfed 
pride  would  be  beft  appeafed  by  a  ftately  filence ; 
this  however  approached  too  much  to  a  ftate  of 
nullity,  and  feemed  to  accelerate  his  journey  to  the 
jhades  of  oblivion,  he  therefore  adopted  the  excefs  of 
egotifm.     Mallet  du  Pan,  fpeaking  of  this  book, 
fays,  it  proves  that  he  was  led  away  by  events  to 
i^hich  he  knew  not  how  to  oppofe  either  the  force 
of  a&ion  or  the  vis  inertia  K     He  next  publifhed  an 
cffay   Du  Pouvoir  Executij^j  which  contains   many 
maxims  of  the  higheft  importance,  and  which,  if 
duly  attended  to,  would  have  fpared  the  country  to 
which  it  was  addreflfed  many  woes  and  much  dif- 
,grace.      The  writers  of  the  literary  part  of  the 
Mercure  Frqn^oisy  men  of  different  opinions  from 

^  %t%  his  chara£ler  in  moft  of  the  authoritiet  before  quoted,  particu- 
larly Dr.  Moore  and  Beriiand.  See  alfo  remaikable  inliancet  of  his 
vindi^liverieft  in  Jiertrand*fi  Memoirt,  vol.i.  p»  153*  and  la  Baftille 
devoilee  7 me  livraifon,  p.  ic8« 

'  Mercure  Fran^ois^  1.  ji  fupra« 
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Mallet  du  Pan,  afFefted  to  defend  the  conftitution 
againft   his  attacks  ^ ;    and   Peltier  acknowledges, 
that  the  work  is  fubjeft  to  no  reproach  but  the 
name  of  the  author  *.     His  laft  publication,  On  the 
French  Revolution^  has  been  difcuffed  in  many  par- 
ticulars where  the  author  defends  his  own  conduft^ 
The  information  it  contains  is  not  fo  extenfive  as 
might  have  been  expefted,  but  the  fefts  difclofed  in 
it  are  related  with  force  and  effeft,  and,  many  of  the 
obfervarions  on  events  pofterior  to  his  retreat,  par- 
ticularly on  the  prefent  conftitution,  are  worthy  of 
peculiar  attention,     Thofe  parts  of  the  work  which 
apply  to  himfelf  are  not  to  be  implicitly  relied  on  ; 
the  difpofition  to  place  too  much  confidence  in  them 
will  be  confiderably  checked  by  an  attentive  com- 
parifon  of  them  with   the  correfponding  parts  of 
V Adminijlration  de  M.  Necker.      He  commenced 
his  literary  career  with  his  effay  on  the  Legi/lation  of 
Grainy  which  Playfair  and  Arthur  Young,  as  has 
already  been  faid,  fpeak  of  with  difrefped.     I  am 
not  acquainted  with  that,  or  his  writings  concerning 
the  ES^  India  Company.    In  1773,   he  wrote  the 
Eulogimi  of  Colberty  which  gained  him  the  crown  at 
the  French  Academy ;   and  in  which,  with  great 
fineffe,    he  decried  the  adminiftration  of  Terrai, 
while  praifing  his  illuftrious  predeceiTor  "'•     He  alfo 
wrote,  while  the  king's  trial  was  depending,  a  de^ 
fence  of  him,  under  the  title  of  ReJleSlions  addrejfed 
to  fbe  French  Nation^  &c.  which  Peltier  calls  the  Fu- 
neral oration  of   Louis  XVI. "     It  may  however 
have  afforded  Necker  fome  pleafure  to  know,  th:^ 
this  produ&ion  met  the  eye  of  the  unfortunate  fo- 
vereign  in  whofe  behalf  it  was  compofed  * }  and 
Gibbon  mentions  it  with  approbation  ^. 

k  Merciire  Pmn^ois  Literaire^  du  51  Aoftt  1791,  p.  ^^^ 

1  Laie  Figure  ot  Paris,  vol.  i.  p.  117* 

P  ARCcdotef,  &c.  Tol.T.  p.  i6t« 

a  Late  Piflure  of  Paris,  vol.  i.  p.  396.  40s. 

*  Journal  de  Clery,  p.  138* 

»  Gibbon*s  Mifcellaneottt  Works^  ^1.  j. 
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LOUIS-PHILIPPE-JOSEPH 
Due    d'ORLEANS* 


»T»HE  confpiracy  entered  into  by  the  duke  of 
*  Orleans,  fo  undefined  in  its  tendency,  fo  bale* 
ful  in  its  eSeds,  contributed  more  perhaps  than 
any  other  caufe  to  give  that  extraordinary  violence 
isind  ferocity  to  the  French  revolution,  by  which  it 
was.  diigraced  even  in  its  earlieft  ftagcs'^. 

1  The  iiiftory  of  tTii»  confinracy,  includinpr  tlic  whoU  public  and 
private  life  of  the  duke,  has  been  detailed  by  Montjoyr,  in  a  work  in 
three  volamet  odavo,  iutitled  Hiflnrt  dt  Id  CoajuraiUn  dt  Leuu  Pbiiif^ 
Joftfh  d'Orkamt  from  which,  where  no  oth^r  authority  is  cited,  I  have 
clerived  my  information.  I  fliould  not,  however,  afcribe  events  of 
fuch  magnitude  and  im|>ortance  as  thofe  which  are  deduced  from  this 
confpiracy  to  fuch  a  cauie,  if  I  did  not  entertain  the  firmeft  conviflion 
ef  the  author*s  ^rro/ correAnefs.  This  convi£lion  arifes,  1^,  From 
the  obvioiia  comcidence  of  hiftoricat  truth  with  the  circumftancea 
flared  by  Montjoye.  ad.  From  the  concurrent  teftimony  of  moft 
authors  who  have  written,  and  moft  orators  who  have  fpoken  on  the 
fiibjrft  of  the  revolution,  as  well  royal itU  as  republicans,  in  fup- 
pOTt  of  nr.oftof  the  faf^s  detailed  by  Montjoye  j  evidence  of  which 
I  fhall  often  avail  myfelf  to  fupport  the  aflfertions  I  feel  authorifed  ta 
make.  3d,  Befides  the  foregoing  reafons,  I  am  induced  to  give  the 
more  credit  to  Montjoye,  from  his  having  already  received  that 
homage  from  men  of  the  greateft  difcernment  and  moft  cftablifhed 
fame,  as  well  as  thofe  who,  from  their  attachment  to  republican! fm, 
would  be  more  anxious  to  fupprefs  or  difavow  every  narrative  from 
the  pen  of  a  ftrenuous  royalift.  Among  the  former  may  be  men^- 
tioned  profeflbr  Robifon,  the  abbe  Barruel,  and  the  author  of  an 
Hiftorical  Eflay  on  the  Conquetls  and  Ambition  of  France* 
Among  the  latter,  the  hiftortan  and  circumnavigator  Pages* 
In  mentioning  Montjoye^s  general  corre^lnefs,  I  wi(h  it  to 
be  underftood  that  1  am  perte^lly  fenfible  that  a  few  hillorica), 
biographical,  and  chronojogical  miftakes  are  found  in  his  work  ;  but 
the  grand  outline  is  drawn  with  truth,  moft  of  the  principal*  figuies 
correctly  deligned,  and  the  whole  piece  (notwithftanding  uccafional 
blemiihes  of  no  great  importance)  a  correal  though  ihocking  pi^ure. 
^  the  times* 

Louis- 
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^jtbApr.  Louis-Phillppe-Jofeph,  firft  prince  of  the  blood, 
BitthJ*  ^^^^  ^^  Orleans,  Chartres,  Nemours,  Montpenfier, 
and  Etampes,  count  of  Beaujolois,  Vermandois,  and 
SoiiTons,  was  born  at  St.  Cloud.  The  notorious 
impurity  of  his  mother,  Louifa-Henrietta  de  Bour- 
bon-Conti,  was  fuch  as  to  have  infpired  his  grand- 
father the  regent  with  doubts  of  his  legitimacy, 
which  he  retained  till  the  hour  of  his  death,  though 
the  arguments  of  his  confeiTor  induced  the  regent 
on  his  death-bed  verbally  to  alter  his  judgment. 
FcrioD.  Orleans  was  above  the  middle  fize,  flrong,  and 
robuff ;  his  appearance  was  dignified  in  a  very  re- 
markable degree,  when  he  chofe  to  infufe  into  it 
that  elevation  which  his  rank  demanded,  though  it 
was  generally  debafed  by  vulgar  afFeftation.  His 
face  poiTefTed  in  his  youth  a  coniiderable  fhare  of 
fweetnefs  and  beauty  ;  the  delicacy  of  his  (kin,  be-  ' 
fore  his  debaucheries  had  incrufted  it  with  pimples, 
and  the  foftnefs  of  his  blue  eyes,  gave  him  rather 
an  effeminate  appearance;  but  his  youth,  quality, 
and  good-nature  infpired  the  moft  favourable  pre- 
poffeffion.  During  the  life  of  his  father,  he  was 
.pifinciin-  known  as  due  de  Chartres.  He  was  fo  little  dif^ 
ation  to  pofed  to  improve  his  mind  by  the  ordinary  means, 
^*"^^*  that,  as  foon  as  he  was  emancipated  from  his  tutor, 
he  bade  adieu  to  every  kind  of  ftudy,  or  if  he  occa- 
iionally  began  any,  his  hatred  of  mental  fatigue  oc* 
cafioned  a  fpeedy  derelidtion.  This  difinclination  to 
literature  confined  the  refources  of  his  mind,  and 
by  limiting  his  means  of  communication,  prevented 
at  a  later  period  the  difcovery  of  his  political  in- 
trigues, by  preventing  him  from  leaving  permanent 
traces  of  his  conduQ.  Where  a  man  of  abilities 
would  have  made  an  harangue,  he  gave  a  hint;  and 
not  having  the  faculty  of  fpeaking  or  writing  well, 
Jndireft  infinuations,  meflages  bearing  no  ftamp  of 
authenticity,  and  bribes  which  the  receivers  would 
be  anxious  to  difavew,  were  his  only  engines. 

He 
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He  pafled  his  youth  in  grofs,  open  debaucfiery,  Diffipation« 
which  at  once  aftoniihed  and  corrupted  the  city  of 
Paris.  His  wealth  afforded  means  of  unbounded 
gratification,  and  his  birth  made  his  exceffes  the  forty 
tnd  gave  an  air  of  fuperior  confequence  to  thofe 
whq  frequented  his  fociety,  many  of  whom  injured 
thdr  fortunes,  their  health,  and  even  loft  their  lives, 
by  the  pernicious  influence  of  his  example*  In  his 
debauchery  there  was  none  of  that  courtly  elegance, 
which,  making  the  purfuit  of  pleafure  the  objeft  of 
refined  minds,  produces,  with  the  evils  attendant  on 
liceatioufnefs,  thofe  /iniflied  manners  which  improve 
the  age,  and  thofe  fpirited  effufions  which  delight 
pofterity :  his  was  of  that  coarfe  defcription  where 
gratification  alone  is  confidered  ;  the  eftabliflied  fyf« 
tems  of  morality,  and  the  fprightly  efforts  of  exu- 
berant fency,  are  equally  difregarded.  Amongft 
the  victims  of  his  example  is  to  be  enumerated  the 
prince  de  Lamballe,  fon  of  the  due  de  Penthievre, 
high  admiral  of  France,  who  was  carried  off  at  a 
very  early  age  %  This  event  opened  a  new  view  to 
the  avarice  and  ambition  of  Chartres ;  he  formed  a 
matrimonial  alliance  with  the  only  furviving  fifter  , 
of  his  deceafed  friend,  that  he  might  fecure  the 
greater  part  of  the  family  eftate  to  himfelf. 

The  objedl  which  moft  flattered  his  ambition  was     177s* 
the  hope  of  attaining  the  exalted  and  lucrative  poft  ^^^"^^  '** 
of  high  admiral.     It  was  held  by  his  father-in-law,      "*^^"' 
the  due   de  Penthievre,  but  Chartres  expefted  a 
.grant  of  the  reverfion.     To  qualify  himfelf  for  this 
fituation  according  to  the  rules  of  the  French  navy, 
he  went  on  board  the  fleet  commanded  by  d^Or- 
tilliers,   and  was  fucceffively  promoted  from  the 
rank  of  midfliipman  to  thofe  of  lieutenant,  captain, 

»  I  ftate  this  fift  after  Monijoyc  and  Peliier  (Pi£^iire  of  Paris, 
vol.  ii.  p.  t;.)  in  the  milJeft  terms.  Playfair  fayt,  that  Charnei 
killed  the  prince  de  Lamballe  by  leading  him,  on  purpofe,  where  he 
was  to  contrail  a  mortal  diforder.  Hiitory  of  Jncobinifni.  p/8i.  n. 
See  alfo  Mcmoires  pour  fci  vir  a  THiitoire  du  Jacobinifme,  vol.  ii. 
p.4«a. 

commodore. 
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commodore,  and  finally  vice-admiral.  In  all  pro- 
bability he  would  have  attained  the  objed  of  his 
wiflies,  but  in  the  aftion  with  Keppel  off  Ufliant  he 
betrayed  fuch  ridiculous  emotions  of  fear  as  drew 
on  him  the  deferved  contempt  of  the  navy,  and  of 
the  city  of  Paris.  The  king  would  not  grant  him 
the  reverfion  he  defired ;  but  to  gratify  his  ambi« 
tion  in  fome  degree,  made  him  colonel-general  of 
huffars,  a  rank  created  for  the  exprefs  purpofe, 
Chartres  bore  the  farcafms  and  ridicule  of  the  Pa- 
rifians  with  that  floicifm  which  is  fupplied  by  an 
indifference  to  public  opinion  ;  but  the  cenfure  im- 
plied in  the  preferment  given  by  the  court,  which, 
inflead  of  encouraging  his  pretenfions  to  naval  pro- 
motion, indireflly  feemed  to  difmifs  him  from  the 
fleet,  rankled  in  his  mind,  and  firfl:  produced  that 
hatred  of  the  royal  family  which  fo  materially  in- 
fluenced his  fubfequent  conduft  •.  Through  life  he 
was  diilinguifhed  by  an  implacability  of  difpofidon ; 
he  was  not  morofe,  on  the  contrary,  remarkably 
mild,  acceflible,  and  beneficent  to  his  fervants  and 
dependants,  but  he  could  not  forgive. 
5ff  **""d*  After  leaving  the  fleet  his  time  was  divided  be- 
'^**  '  tween  the  purfuits  of  fenfuality,  the  fports  of  the 
field,  and  the  employments  of  the  gaming-table. 
He  occafionally  travelled  in  a  defultory  manner, 
without  fyftiem,  or  apparent  view  of  improvement. 
He  frequently  vifited  England,  and  contrafted  that 
tafle  for  the  drefs,  manners,  and  diverfions,  parti- 
cularly horfe-racing,  which  afterwards  extended 
itfelf  amongft  his  countrymen,  and  was  diftinguiihed 
by  the  name  of  Ajiglo-majiie.  He  affefted  the  ap- 
pearance of  an  Engliih  jockey,  though  he  was  never 
llovenly,  but  rather  in  the  contrary  extreme. 
Beconje«  »  It  was  probably  in  England  that  he  firft  became 
fonV"*'  ^  free-mafon.  That  fociety  had  long  been  efta* 
blifhed  in  France,   though  greatly  corrupted  and. 

disfigured* 
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diBfiguted.  On  the  death  of  the  comte  de  Qer-  i7gs. 
mont,  late  grand-mafter^  Chartres  afpired  to  fucceed  ^'J?*** 
him.  As  the  fitnation  imparted  a  degree  of  aib* 
thority  and  hnportance  of  which  mere  Engliih  free- 
mafons  can  have  no  comprehenfidn,  the  attainment 
Required  an  exertion  of  great  addrefs,  and  a  prolu- 
fioa  of  ptomifes  and  bribes.  The  candidate  ^las 
tot  fparing  of  thefe,  and  finally  fucceeded  ^  Having 
attained  this  objeS:,  he  ufed  all  his  efforts  to  render 
free^mafoniy  general  in  France,  and  fucceded  fo 
li^ell,  that  in  three  or  four  years  after  his  eledion,  1784. 
he  was  at  the  head  of  two  hundred  and  fixty-fix  **'>^»*on»f«« 
new  lodges  of  mafons,  diftinguiflied  by  various  ion». 
appellations,  but  all  emanating  from  the  fame  focus  \ 
As  they  acquired  extension  and  celebrity  the  frec- 
mafons  began  to  adopt  new  fancies,  to  improvey  as 
they  termed  it,  their  original  inftitution,  and  affume 
imaginary  dignities  derived  from  antiquity.  Chartres 
Was  a  zealous  patron  of  thefe  umovations.  He 
viiited  and  encouraged  the  new  lodges,  heard  with 
complacency  their  introdu&ory  harangues,  already 
tin^ured  with  athelfm^  and  the  doArines  of  liberty 
and  equality  *.  The  loge  des  Chevaliers  bienfaifans 
Was  formed  at  Lyons,  as  a  fuperior  lodge  to  the 
feft,  and  the  members  pretended  to  revive  in  their 
own  perfons  the  order  of  Knights  Templars. 
Charttes,  among  others,  had  fo  much  complaifance 
for  this  abfurdity  as  to  fubmh  to  the  clerical  tonfure. 
Several  of  the  moft  diftinguifhed  charafters  in  the 
French  revolution,  as  Efpremenil,  Bailly,  Syeyes, 
Fauchet,  Lequinio,  Maury,  Mounier,  were  mem- 
bers of  this  fociety,  but  there  is  no  trace  of  any 
formal  confpiracy  at  this  early  period,  although  in 
their  difcourfes  they  made  vigorous  attacks  on  the 
principles  of  religion  and  government  ^. 

'  Robifon*9  Proofs  of  a  Confpiiacy,  p.  381. 
*  Idem,  p. 49.  idi.  jSf.  ^  Idem,  p.  4.1. 

y  Idem,  p.  49.      See  alfo  Meinoires   ^our  fcrvir  a  THiftoire   du 
Jacobinifme,  par  Barruel,  vol.  ii.  p.  461. 
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AfiMHb  His  chara&er  was  notin  the  mean  time  impronng* 
ina btl«  Hq made  himfelf  additionally  ridiculous  on  the  ioxe 
of  cowardice,  by  afcending  in  an  air-balloon  from 
St.  Cloud,  with  two  adventurers  of  the  name  of 
Robert.  Such  a  frolic,  in  a  prince  of  the  blood, 
was  contemptible  at  befl,  but  he  was  fo  much  tori* 
lied  at  the  appearance  of  danger  in  a  new  form, 
that  he  loft  all  prefence  of  mind,  and  tore  the 
taffeta  to  facilitate  the  defcent  of  the  machine  by 
the  evaiion  of  the  gas.  The  ftep  was  what  wifdom 
and  courage  would  have  didated,  but  he  was  known 
to  poflefs  fo  little  of  either,  that  the  Parifians 
laughed  at  him  without  referve,  and  faid  he  had 
exhibited  his  cowardice  in  three  of  the  four  ele- 
ments. 
i7t5-.  After  the  death  of  his  father,  he  injured  himfelf 
Hit  avarice  j^^^.^  effeftually  in  the  minds  of  the  people  by  an 

ad  founded  only  m  infatiable  avarice.  Anxious  to 
increafe  an  already  overgrown  fortune,  and  careleis 
of  the  convenience  or  opinion  of  others,  he  entered 
into  a  fpeculation  to  furround  the  gardens  of  the 
falaii  royal  with  buildings.  Thofe  who  occupied 
the  houfes  already  erected,  who  had  embellifhed, 
furniflied,  and  paid  for  them,  according  to  the 
apparent  beauty  and  pleafantnefs  of  the  fituation, 
found  themfelves  on  the  point  of  being  fhut  out 
from  a  charming  profpefl,  and  reduced  to  inhabit 
a  narrow  ftreet.  They  remonftrated,  the  duke  was 
obflinate.  They  commenced  a  lawfuit,  and  were 
caft.  They  again  attended  the  duke,  and  pointed 
out  to  him  how  his  condudt  would  excite  the  ill 
opinion  of  the  people ;  '^  I  would  not  give  a  (ingle 
^^  half-crown  for  their  good  opinion,''  was  his  an- 
^din.  fwer.  This  ad  of  difhonourable  felfiihnefs  was 
juftice.  fucceeded  by  another,  fo  unjuft  and  meanly  rapa- 
cious as  to  be  worthy  only  of  the  bafeft  fliarper. 
He  let  feme  (hops  and  houfes  in  the  palais  royal 
on  leafes,  for  which  he  exaded  premiums  from  the 
tenants,  and  immediately  afterwards  fold  the  pre- 

nufes. 
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jBifes.  A  fale^.by  the  rules  of  the  civil  code,  then 
prevalent  in  France,  annulled  a  leafe,  or  other 
temporary  demife  *. 

When  M.  de  Calonhe  affembled  the  notables^  '7^^ 
Orleans,  as  prmce  of  the  blood,  was  appointed  jn^'thcerft 
prefident  of  one  committee.  His  reputation  was  fo  notablci. 
odious,  and  his  condudl  fo  mean,  that  his  committee 
was  diflingtiiflied  by  the  title  of  Comite  des  Ladres^ 
or  committee  of  Jkin-flints.  This  arpfe  from  the 
parfimony  of  Orleans,  who  did  not,  like  the  other 
princes,  keep  a  table  at  Verfailles,  but  returned 
every  night  to  Paris.  An  anecdote,  however,  is 
recorded  of  his  conduct  in  this  aflembly,  which 
does  him  great  honour.  He  attended  his  committee 
one  day,  and  addreffed  them  in  thefe  words: 
"  Gentlemen,  you  are  about  to  read  a  memorial 
**  on  certain  feignorial  rights.  If  you  fanftion  it, 
"  Ilhall  lofe  four  hundred  thoufand  livres  (i/ijoe/.) 
^^  a-year«  I  could  not  fubmit  to  this  lofs  with  a 
**  good  grace,  and  might  perhaps  make  fome  un- 
*«  guarded  remarks,  if  think  it  moft  prudent,  and 
**  moft  delicate  for  md  to  retire,  and  give  no  opi- 
**  nion  on  the  fubjeft.  I  have  obtained  leave  of 
**  abfenc^  for  a  few  days,  of  which  I  (hall  imme- 
'*  diately  avail  myfelf.*'  The  committee  requefted 
that  he  would  forbear  delivering  his  opinion,  if  he 
thought  proper,  but  that  he  would  continue  to 
prefide;  he  perfevered,  however,  in  his  refufal, 
from  a  dread  of  conflraining  the  voters  \ 

After  the  diifolution  of  this  afTembly,  Orleans,  OppoGtMa 
ds  ufual,  lived  in  a  ftate  of  luxurious  fenfuality, 
furrounded  by  a  court  of  his  own,  formed  of 
perfons  whofe  fimilarity  of  character  prevented 
tefleftion  or  reproach.  He  retained  a  gloomy 
hatred  againft  the  king  and  queen,  on  account  of 
his  not  having  obtained  the  reverfion  of  the  place 

*  Playfair's  Hillory  of  Jacobinifm,  p.  Si.  n. 

■  Anecdotes  da  Rcgnc  de  Louis  XVI.  vol.  vi.  p.  77.  84. 
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of  high-admiral.      His  firft  difplay  of  fyftematic 
oppofition  was  during  the  unpopular  adminiftration 
of  the  archbifliop  of  Sens,     The  palais  royal  had 
long  been  the  refuge  of  a  herd  of  malecontents, 
who  took  advantage  of  the  ftate  of  finances  to  ex- 
cite the  public   difcontentj  by  inflammatory  and 
feditious  writings,  and  every  other  means  in  their 
power.      A  regular   council,   compofed  partly   of 
thefe,   partly  of  forae  difaffedled   members  or  the 
parliament,  anxious  for  innovation,  was  held  nightly, 
at  which   the  fteps  to  be   taken   in   the  debates  of 
the  fubfequent  day,  were  arranged  and  regulated. 
The  duke's  purfe  was  profufely  opened  to  pay  the 
writers  and  orators  who  clamoured  for  a  convoca- 
tion of  the  ftates-general,  and  his  influence  on  the 
parliament    was   luch   as  to  produce  that  line  of 
conduft    which    occafioned    their   banifliment    to 
Troyes  ^.     This  aft  of  feverity,  however,  exceeded 
the  wiflies  of  his  highnefs,  he  feared  that  at  fuch  a 
diftance  from  the  fermentation  of  the  capital,  and 
the  vortex  of  his  influence,  they  might  abate  the 
fervour  of  their  attachment,  and  difcontinue  their 
oppofition.     Befides,   he   was  not   defirous  to  fee 
them  inverted  with  too  great  a  fhare  of  popularity, 
as  their  eftimation  was  not  a  primary  objeft,  but 
4       fubordinate  to  the  views  which  he  now  began  to 
entertain.     He   therefore  induced   them  to  make 
that   conceflion  which  produced  their  recall,  and 
diminiflied  their  reputation  with  the  public. 
Forms  While  aflFairs  were  in  this  ftate,  and  the  public 

with  Mi-  mind  extremely  agitated,  Mirabeau  returned  to  Paris 
labcau.  f^om  Berlin,  where  he  had  been  on  a  vifit  to  his  friend 
Mauvillon.  Mirabeau  had  been  difappointed  by 
Calonne  of  the  fecretary'fliip  of  the  notables,  and 
the  archbifhop  of  Sens  had  not  encouraged  him 
according  to  his  own  eftimate  of  his  pretenfions* 
He  faw  that  he  had  nothing  to  expeft  from  the 

b  See  Db  Bribnnb. 
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court,  and  was  therefore  rejoiced  to  fee  an  oppofi- 
tion  party  rifing  in  the  kingdom.  He  confidered 
Orleans  a  fit  man  to  be  the  oftenfible  head  of 
fuch  a  party,  as  birth,  weahh,  and  independence 
were  in  him  united.  The  impreflion  made  by  his 
paft  conduft  might  be  effaced  by  a  few  popular  afts; 
and  his  want  of  talents,  his  ambition,  and  his  ran- 
cour were  circumftances  rather  favourable  than 
detrimental  to  the  views  of  Mirabeau.  In  the 
exifting  (late  of  the  public  mind,  it  was  greatly 
advantageous  to  Orleans  that  he  had  never  received 
money  nom  the  treafury,  and  his  wealth,  by  what- 
ever means  augmented,  was  contemplated  with  lefs 
malignity  than  that  of  any  nobleman  or  prince  whp 
was  attached  to  the  court  % 

Mirabeau  law  the  great  advantages  and  influence  Bfcomcs 
which  might  be  derived  from  the  focieties  of  free-  !".?.['"'"*' 
mafons,  of  which  Orleans  was  grand-mafter,  he  there- 
fore readily  acceded  to  the  overtures  made  by  the 
duke,  and  imparted  to  him  the  myfteries  of  illu- 
minifm.  From  this  period  the  fyftematic  perver- 
fion  of  the  mafonic  lodges  in  France  began  "*. 

In  conformity  with  the  plans  of  his  new  coad-  Oppofet 
jutors,  Orleans  diftinguiflied  himfelf  by  refilling  de  '*'^"' 
Brienne's  propofal  for  a  loan  of  four  hundred  and 
twenty  jnillions  (18,375,000/.).  In  this  inftance 
he  difplayed  confummate  addrefs,  and,  for  the  only 
time  in  his  life,  courage  and  confiftency.  The 
archbifliop,  apprehenfive  that  his  projeft  would 
meet  with  flrenuous  oppofition,  founded  the  mem- 
bers of  the  parliament.  All  the  friends  of  Orleans 
promifed  their  hearty  co-operation,  while,  in  fcift, 
they  meditated  the  mod  determined  oppofition. 
The  minifter,  deceived  by  thefe  promifes,  prevailed 
on  the  king  to  hold  a  royal  fitting,  for  the  purpofe 
of  regiftering  that  and  other  decrees.    The  .  oppo* 

■ 

<  Hiftorical  Sketch  of  the  French  KcvplutioQi  p.  54* 
.  ^  Robilbn**  Proofs,  p.  385. 
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fition  refolved  to  hinder  the  regiftration,  and,  as  th« 
conftitution  of  a  royal  fitting  permitted  it,  to  cauf^ 
the  queftion   to  be  argued   and  put    to  the  vote, 
7th Not.    The  fitting  was  opened;  Lamoignon,  the  keeper 
of  the  feals,  declared  his  majefly's  pleafure  to  be, 
that  every  member  of  the  parliament  fliould  deliver 
his  fentiments  without  referve.     A  debate  of  nine 
hours  took  place,  in  which  feveral  agents  of  the 
duke  fpoke  in  a  ftrain  neither  agreeable  to  the  king 
or  relevant  to  the  queftion.     Tired  at  length  of  a 
debate  fo  protrafted  and  unufual,  his  majefty  rofe, 
and  commanded   the   regiftration   of  the   decrees. 
The  members,   not  prepared  for  an  oppofition   to 
the  king's  exprefs  orders,  fat  filent,  the  clerk  was 
preparing  to  fulfil  his  office,  when  Orleans  arofe, 
and  cafting  a  glance  of  expreffive  indignation  at  his 
faftion,  afked  the  king  in  an  abrupt  and  haughty 
tone^  if  the  prefent  was  a  royal  fitting  or  a  bed  of 
juftice  ?    "  A   royal  fitting,**   anfwered  the   king. 
<*  Theii,  Sire,"  replied  the  duke,    "  permit  me  to 
**  lay  at  your  feet,  and  to  depofit  in  the  bofom  of 
**  this  court,  my  proteft,  that  I  confider  the   rcr 
quired  regiftration  illegal,  and   that    it  will   be 
neceflary,  for  the  exculpation  of  thofe  who  may 
**  otherwife  be  thought  to  have  fan£Hone4  it,  to 
f*  declare,  that  it  is  done  by  the  exprefs  command 
f*  of  the  king."     Had  the  firmnefs  difplayed  on 
this  occafion  formed  part  of  the  general  charafter  of 
Orleans,  he  might  have  afpired  to  the  moft  exalted 
fituations  in  confequence  of  the  fubfequen^  difturb- 
ances,  and  even  have  changed    the  fi^cceffion  of 
the  crown,  but  avarice  rather  thai^  ambition  in- 
fluenced his   conduft  even  in  thi?  inftance.      He 
held  a  million  of  a  former  loan,  which  would  have 
been  materially  depreciated  by  the  fanftion  of  ths^t 
which  was  then  in  agitation.    '    ' 

The  king  anfwered  the  duke  by  faying,  in  ^ 
laconic  manner,  that  he  had  directed  nothing  but 
What  was  perfeftly  regu^r.  and  havine  perfifted  m. 
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his  commands,  retired  -with  his  miniders.  As  foon 
as  be  was  in  his  carriage,  Orleans ,  returned  to  the 
hail,  accompanied  by  the  duke  of  Bourbon,  his 
brother-in-law.  His  fadion  reprefented  the  late 
tranfa£Hon  as  illegal  in  the  moft  flagrant  degree, 
and  they  finally  prevailed  on  the  parliament  to 
proteft  againft  any  participation  which  might  be 
imputed  to  them  in  the  regiftration  of  the  king's 
edid,  a  flep  which  was  fure  to  render  the  propofed 
loan  iUufory. 

The  king  retiring  to  his  palace,  complained,  not  Orieant 
of  the  duke's  proteft,  which  in  itfelf  was  fuffici-  **"»^^* 
cntly  extraordinary,  but  of  the  harfh,  objurgatory 
Cone  in  which  it  was  delivered,  and  of  the  infolent 
coni\x&  of  feveral  members  of  the  parliament,  and 
was^Jfinally  prevailed  on  to  banifh  Orleans  to  his 
eftate  at  Villiers-Cotteret ;  and  two  of  his  fadion, 
Sabbatier  and  Freteau  de  St.  Juft,  to  different  p^rts 
of  the  country  *•  This  meafure  was  far  from  po- 
litic :  advantage  was  taken  of  the  notorious  bad 
character  of  the  parties  punifhed ;  but  when  any 
individual  can  affume  the  appearance  of  a  viAim 
in  the  popular  caufe,  companion  and  admiration 
fpeedily  follow ;  the  public  grants  an  amnefty  of 
^1  pad  errors,  and  the  danger  of  fpeaking  againft 
the  idol  of  the  day  procures  general  forbearance. 
Not  only  the  parliament  of  Paris,  but  thofe  of  Petitions 
Thouloufe  and  feveral  other  provinces,  took  up  the 
caafe  of  the  exiled  members,  and  in  numerous  ad- 
dreffes  folicited  their  recall,  mixing  with  their  peti* 
tions  remonftrances  in  the  true  revolutionary  ftyle ; 
but  without  effeft. 

This  banifhment,  inflaming  the  vindidive  temper  His  rage, 
of  Orleans,  gave  an  energy  to  his  condudt,  whjch 
in  hipi  could  only  be  derived  from  revenge  and 
hatreds    It  gave  him,  for  the  firft  time,  a  tafte  of 

«  See  Impartial  Hiftory,  vqI.  i.  p.^St     RsibaufTli  Hiliory,  p«4S. 
Moore*i  View,  vol.  l,  p.  (6. 
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the  intoxicating  draught  of  popularity,  and  a  know* 
ledge  of  the  advantages  he  might  obtain  from  hav« 
ing  a  ftrong  hold  on  the  public  mind.  To  fecure 
this  popularity,  he  bought  to  his  intereft  feveral 
journalifts  of  Paris,  who  joining  their  voice  to  that 
of  the  parliaments,  attached  an  importance  to  bis 
name  of  which  it  had  never  before  been  thought 

and  pro-    fufceptible  ^      His  delire  of  vengeance   ftimulated 

jctts.  jji^  ^Q  adopt  every  meafure  which  could  be  devifed 
to  embarrafs  the  monarch,  and  excite  difcontent* 
Amojigft  thefe  was  a  monopoly  of  grain,  by  which 
an  artificial  famine  might  at  any  time  be  produced ; 
and  by  affording  or  denying  to  the  public  the  means 
(0  fubfiftence,.  a  violent  clamour  produced,  and 
tranquillity  as  fuddenly  reftored  ^.  To  effect  this, 
he  laid  his  plans,  and  appointed  his  private 
agents,  while  at  Villiers-Cotteret ;  but  confcious 
,that  Paris  muft  be  the  centre  of  afliion,  and  yet  un-. 
willing  to  compromife  his  hatred  to  the  king  by 

His  recall,  condefcending  to  perfonal  folicitation,  he  employed 
his  duchefs,  whofe  excellent  charafter  made  her 
as  much  beloved  and  refpefted  at  court  as  he  wa3 
defpifed,  to  re<|ueft  his  recall,  in  which  ihe  eafily 
fucceeded. 
I78S.         On  his  return  to  the  palais  rayal^  Orleans  profes 

fcmmcnf    cuted  his  fchemes  of  vengeance  and  aggrandizement 
ivith  greater  earneftnefs  than  ever.    In  addition  to 

*"  See  Pages,  vol.ii.  p.  71. 

S  This  attempt  has  been  doubte(l  by  many  5  and  by  fomc  critics  of 
Montjoyc's  work  treated  with  unmerited  ridicule.  T\\t  argumrnt 
drawn  from  the  impoOibility  \%  extremely  futile,  confidering  the  vad 
fortune  and  unlimited  cre<iit  po/lRfTrd  by  Orleans ;  and  thjt  the  cranf- 
a6tion  ihould  in  jullice  be  viewed  as  a  profirahle  fpeculation>  rather 
than  9  difadvant^tgeous  expenditure.  I  think  it  impoiTihIe,  on  a  candid 
(confideration  of  the  events  of  the  5th  and  fiih  of  06loher  1789*  and  the 
immedia»e*f'acility  of  fupply  which  rook  pl«ice  when  Orleans  wisdriren 
from  France  by  la  Fayette,  to  duubt  the  reality  of  this  part  of  the  duke*t 
con 'piracy.  It  may  receive  fome  additional  confirmation  from  \X\ 
being  poHtively  charged  in  a  report  made  by  St.  Jurt,  April  isth, 
1794'>  M'hen  intereft  had  totally  ceafed  to  influence  the  queftion,  wtien 
the  meana  of  knowledge  remained  among  the  accomplices,  but  Orleans 
was  es^ecuted  and  forgotten* 

the 
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the  joumalifts  in  his  daily  pay,  he  eflabllflied  a  re* 
gular  committee  to  difcufs  his  affairs,  fugged  plans, 
and  direct  his  operations.  His  partifans  formed  a  EfForty, 
club,  called  le^  enrages^  which  was  of  great  import- 
ance in  extending  his  influence,  and  one  of  the 
roots  of  the  Jacobin  fociety**.  From  thefe  meet- 
ings and  clnbs  moft  of  the  parties  who  afterwards 
directed  the  affairs,  and  divided  the  public  mind  Iq 
France,  derived  their  origin.  The  money  and  pa^ 
tronage  of  Orleans  drew  them  from  poverty  and 
obicurity,  and  enabled  them  to  acquire  that  popu- 
larity which  they  afterwards  turned  againft.  his  in- 
tereit,  his  life,  and  his  fame  '•  It  jis  not  eafy  to  de-  and  viewt, 
£ne  the  esadt  views  of  the  confpirators,  or  the  pre- 
cife  tendency  of  the  hopes  of  (Orleans :  it  is  pro«- 
bable,  that  though  oftenfibly  the  head,  he  was  in 
faft  the  mere  inftrument  of  a  cabal  ^*  His  par- 
tifans would,  to  gratify  their  own  ambition,  have 
elevated  him  to  any  dignity,  or  they  would  have 
confpired  with  equal  alacrity  againft  him.  They 
flattered  his  vanity  and  ambition  alternately  with 
hopes  of  poflefling  the  throne  or  regency,  according 
to  the  flu£hiations  of  public  affairs  ^  Avarice 
might  have  reftrained  him,  had  ambition  alone  di- 
^e&ed  his  purfuit,  but  revenge  gave  a  ftronger  im- 
pulfe  J   and  that  paffion,  his  dependents,  long  prac- 

^  BouHIe's  Memoii'f,  p.  80.     See  alfo  Notice  fur  1 1  Vic  de  Syryfs. 

*  The  cx'rtcnce  of  anOricani*  faftiori  from  the  very  beginning  of 
ihe  revoliilior,  can  hardly  now  require  proof.  However,  forrheper^ 
ftB,  fati station  of  the  render's  mind,  he  is  referred  to  the  following 
works:  Hertrand*s  Memoirs;  .ooullle's  Memoirs  j  Garat'f  Memoirs; 
Life  of  Dumouriez  ;  Moore's  View  j  Hiltoire  Secrete,  par  Pigcs  | 
Riftorical  Sketch  of  the  French  Revolution  ;  Barruei*s  Hiftory  of  the 
Clergy,  and  Hiltory  of  J^coliinifm*  pafllm  ;  HriflTot  a  les  Commettans, 
p.  15.  3  Hiftory  of  the  bnflfotines  by  Camilie  Del'moulines,  p.  8.  s 
Ix>uvet*s  Narrative,  p.  9.  e(  padim  ;  Roland's  Appeal,  vol  i.  p.  45. 
59.  J  Playfair^s  Hiltory  of  Jacobtnifm,  p.  80.  ci  pa^fiui.  I  could  cite 
many  more  authorities,  but  think  it  unneceifary  ;  moreefpecially  as  % 
frequently  adduce  their  teftimonies  in  fupport  of  the  vaii6u8  fa^s  con* 
Uixicd  in  the  Aibfequent  pare  of  the  narrative* 

^  HiAorical  ^kctchi  P-  ^35* 

f  See  Robifon's  Proofs^  p.  391  •    Mdore*f  View^  ToUii.p.  375*     < 
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tifed  in  the  arts  of  libelling  and  invediye,  and  pre. 
pared  to  give  effed  to  every  defperate  fuggeftion, 
were  beft  able  to  gratify, 
pifcontent  Meantime  the  imprudence  of  the  minifter  opened 
^^  '***  to  him  another  fource  of  fedudUon  which  could  not 
fail  to  produce  the  moft  deftruftive  effects.  The 
cours  plenieres  were  about  to  be  eftabliihed ;  and  as 
a  ferious  oppofition  was  expeded  in  all  parts  of  the 
country,  foldiers  were  to  be  fent  into  all  the  cities 
and  towns  in  France,  to  enforce  obedience  to  the 
will  of  the  fovereign  when  promulgated.  This  was 
but  an  ungracious  tafk  at  a  time  when  the  govern* 
ment  of  France  was  fo  enfeebled,  that  Un  oppofition 
to  its  meafures  was  decidedly  and  triumphantly  dil^ 
played,  and  carried  with  it  the  good  wifbes  of  a 
majority  of  the  nation.  The  officers,  many  of 
whom,  as  well  as  the  privates,  had  been  admitted  to 
the  clubs  of  corrupted  mafonry,  were  difiatisfied 
with  their  duty,  and  a  few  iniinuations  from  the 
duke  and  his  agents  fo  completed  their  difguft,  that 
they  commanded  with  relu^ance,  and  a  relaxation 
of  difcipline  and  inattention  to  the  will  of  the  ofli* 
cers  was  introduced  among  the  foldiery,  which,  re* 
inforced  by  bribes  and  other  allurements,  in  the  end 
completely  diforg^ni:^ed  them,  and  fubverted  tha 
government, 
isth  July.  The  hurricane  which  occurred  in  this  year,  by 
Harrictne.  Jncreafing  the  diftreffes  of  the  country,  and  putting 
the  fubfiftence  of  the  poor  more  immediately  in  thq 
power  of  Orleans,  facilitated  all  his  fchemes,  and 
irendered  their  execution  certain.  Jiail-ftojies  of 
prodigious  fize  defolated  the  country,  and  deftroyed 
the  hopes  of  the  farmer.  The  decree  which  per^ 
mitted  the  exportation  of  grain,  one  of  thq  greatef^ 
follies  of  De  Brienne^s  adminiftration,  gave  credibi* 
lity  to  the  report  induftrioufly  circulated  by  the 
duke's  partifans,  that  the  court  had  caufed  the 
;reater  part  of  the  fcanty  harvefl  to  be  exported  to 
1ngland|  to  flarve  the  people  of  France* 

At 
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At  length  the  unpopular  minifter,  tired  of  a  fitu-  Nccko^t 
ation  for  which  he  had  demonftrated  himfelf  every  a**™!""- 
way  unfit,  retired,  and  Necker,  the  only  man  fup« 
pofed  capable  of  effecting  the  falvation  of  France, 
aflumed  his  place,  Necker,  to  perpetuate  his  po* 
pularity,  patronized  with  all  his  influence  the  con-r 
vocation  of  the  ftatesrgeiieral.  The  expectation  of 
jhis  grand  eyent,  afting  ppon  the  fanguine  temper 
of  Frenchmen,  inflamed  by  the  numerous  feditiou^ 
pamphlets  which  daily  iflued  from  the  prefs,  pro- 
duced repeated  a£ts  of  riot  and  difo^der.  The  par* 
liament  of  Paris,  fenfible,  from  the  ftyle  in  which 
the  new  fyftems,  every  where  pj-pfufely  diftributed, 
were  written,  that  their  importance,  and  even 
their  exiftence,  were  as  much  endangered  by  the 
propofed  convocation  as  by  the  eftablimment  of  th^ 
cour  pleniere^  exerted  their  declining  influence  to 
maintain  order,  check  the  riotous  difpofition  of  the 
mob,  and  punifli  the  more  atrocioijs  of  the  libellers ; 
but  their  exertions  came  too  late*  The  inclination 
to  tuqjult  had  got  too  firm  pofleflion  of  the  popu- 
lace ;  the  numerous  and  well-paid  band  of  libellers 
had  too  much  at  flake  to  defift  from  their  pra£tice«, 
and  the  parliiiment  pply  expofed  itfelf  to  contempt 
and  hatred. 

Orleans  faw  with  pleafure  the  tide  of  public  fa-  NouUw. 
vour  flowing  from  the  parliament ;  he  wanted  en- 
gines of  greater  power  to  efFeft  his  plans,  and  there- 
Fore,  during  the  convocation  of  the  notables  which 
preceded  the  aflTembling  of  the  ftates-general,  feldom 
attended  their  meetings,  and  never  prefided  ".     He  Seditioot 
courted  the  tiers  etat  by  all  the  means  of  blandifli-  ^!^S^ 
ment  which  his  wealth  and  influence  afforded  ;  nor  lalt  loytl* 
did  he  omit,  while  extending  his  own  popularity, 
proportionately  to  vilify  the  reigning  branch  of  th^ 
family.     His  libellers  were  indefatigable  and  auda- 
fdpus  in  a  degree  without  example :  writings  and 

f  Impartial  Hiftory,  vol.  it  p«  46.    Moor^i  View,  yol.  i«  p*  no. 
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fpccches  were  induftrioufly  circulated,  in  which  the 
king  and  queen  were  accufed  of  occafioning  all  the 
miferies  of  the  people.  Thefe  events  had  a  confi- 
derable  effcft  in  relaxing  the  vigilance  and  djfci- 
pKne  of  the  police.  Coffee-houfes  were  open  day 
and  night  in  the  precinfts  of  the  palais  royal^  where 
feditious  perfons  were  conftantly  haranguing  againft 
the  government,  and,  mounted  on  tables  and  ftools, 
attrafted  the  attention  of  the  mob  in  the  gardens 
to  their  abufe  of  the  royal  family,  from  which, 
however,  the  duke  of  Orleans  was  conftantly 
excepted,  as  a  worthy  defcendant  of  Henry  IV, 
Many  of  thele  cofFeerhoufe  and  field  orators,  who 
before  had  neither  bread  or  fhoes,  were  now  well 
clothed  and  fupplied  with  money,  without  th^  ex- 
crcife  of  any  other  induftry  than  their  trade  of  de- 
famation, without  any  other  refource  than  the  duke's 
cofi'ers.  Nor  was  his  encouragement  of  thefe  in- 
cendiaries confined  to  fecret  benefit  or  tacit  appro* 
bation.  ^  It  was  become  a  pradice,  from  the  afifefted 
way  in  which  the  virtues  of  Henry  IV.  were  held 
out  to  admiration,  particularly  from  the  pointed  aU 
lufion  conftantly  made  to  his  benevolent  wi(h  that 
every  peafant  in  the  kingdom  fhould  have  hi^  fowl 
in  the  pot  every  Sunday,  for  large  groups  of  the  ne- 
ceftitous  and  idle  to  aifemble  every  day  near  his 
ftatue  on  the  pont-neuf^  and  force  all  who  pafled  by 
to  do  homage  to  the  figure.  This  faft  was  public, 
and  could  not  be  unknown  to  the  duke ;  he  took 
advantage  of  it  to  raife  his  popularity :  he  went  in 
his  carriage  to  the  ponUnetify  and  performed  his 
obeifance  to  the  ftatue,  accompanying  it  with  the 
moft  encouraging  demeanour  and  condefcending 
familiarity  to  thofe  who  exafted  the  ceremony. 
Hard  win-  In  this  memorable  year  every  thing  confpired  to 
*''•  promote  the  plans  of  Orleans.     The  prefumptipn  and 

weaknefs  of  the  archbifhop  of  Sens,  the  imprudent 
meafures  of  his  adminiftration,  and  the  effefts  of  the 

hurricane,  w^re  fouwes  of  ^eat.eix^barxaffmeqt  apd 

perplexity^ 
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perplexity.  The  winter  wasr  one  of  the  moft  fevere 
ever  known  in  France ;  the  poor  were  totally  nn-  Diftrcft  of 
able  to  procure  fubfiftence;  the  price  of  bread  ^^f^'* 
would  have  been  raifed  in  a  very  diftreffing  manner 
in  confequence  of  the  hurricane  alone,  but  the  ad- 
<iitionaI  fcarcity  produced  by  monopoly  filled  the 
duke's  coffers  with  ready  money,  threw  the  poof 
upon  the  benevolence  of  the  opulent,  and  enabled 
him  to  fecure  great  popularity.  The  nobility  in 
general  exerted  themfelves  to  relieve  the  diftreffes 
of  the  needy ;  fome  had  fires  conftantly  in  their 
halls,  where  meat  was  drefled,  and  bread  diftributed. 
Many  prelates  and  nobles  incurred  debts  to  a  very 
great  amount  by  their  acts  of  charity.  Orleans  too  Domtiont 
diftributed  bis  alms,  but  the  papers  being  all  in  his  ®^^'^'«*"*- 
pay,  magnified  his  donations  to  an  extent  infinitely 
exceeding  the  truth,  and  though  he  never  gave  in 
proportion  to  his  fortune,  the  conftant  recurrence  of 
their  applaufes  made  it  appear  that  he  was  almoft 
the  only  benefactor  of  the  poor ".  He  adopted  a 
meafure  exceedingly  oftentatious,  to  increafe  this  - 
opinion :  he  did  not  make  his  diftributions  in  the 
manner  followed  by  others,  but  hired  fome  coach- 
houfes  in  the  fuburbs  of  St.  Germain,  where  fires 
were  kept  all  day,  and  victuals  delivered  in  his 
name.  He  promifed  in  the  papers  large  pecuniary 
contributions,  but  his  performance  of  that  promife 
was  limited  to  a  paltry  gift  of  thre^  thoufand  livres 
(131/.  5 J.).  Thefe  afts,  however,  increafed  the 
preJile£lion  of  the  public.  The  people,  ever  ready 
to  affign  fome  oftenfible  caufe  for  their  miferies^ 
attributed  the  ^fcarcity  to  the  court,  and  contrafting 
that  idea  with  the.  oftentatious  munificence  of  the 
duke,  exprefied  a  reliance  on  him  as  their  only 
friend  and  only  hope. 

The  inefficient  voice  of  public  opinion  was  not     i7«9* 
all  he  aimed  to  acquire,  more  was  neceflary  to  the  ^^)|"'  '■ 

party. 

"  Playfalr^s  Hiflory  of  Jacob! nifniy  p.  96. 
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eaceciitk>n  of  his  plans  :  he  was  defirous  to  obtam  i 
band  of  ruffians,  who  fhould  be  ready  at  all  times  to 
rife  in  open  infurreftion  and  execute  his  fcKemes. 
Such  a  band  would  want  an  oftenfible  leader,  in-t 
ferior  to  himfelf  in  dignity,  yet  capable  of  giving 
weight  to  his  commands,  but  not  of  importance 
enough  to  be  dangerous  at  any  future  periods  To 
gain  fuch  a  perfon,  he  firfk  tried  keveillon  %  and 

afterwards 

*  ReVEILLOn  trat  a  fiaper-nianufaflorer  in  thefauximnf  St.  An^ 
toine.  On  the  »7th  of  April  17S9,  a  mob  was  colle£led»  who  got  a 
figure  lepnfenting  Reveillon,  and  drew  it  about  the  ttreet  in  a  moft 
tumultuous  manner,  averting ,  that  he  intended  to  reduce  the  wages  of 
his  foumeymen ;  and  that  he  had  aflerted  that  wheat  bread  was  too 
good  for  the  populace,  but  poutoe  flour  would  do  well  enough.  They 

Koceeded  to  ihe  Grew,  where  ihey  hung  this  effij^,  and  afterwards 
irnt  it.  The  military  made  an  attempt  to  di(pcr(e  the  mob,  boC 
failed.  ReTetUon,  who  was  an  eleftor  of  the  Hers  etsit,  applied  10  the 
IkMtmaat  di  poUce,  and  the  colonel  of  tht  gardes  Frau^ifes,  for  a  military 
force  to  proteft  his  houfe,  which  they  readily  granted  1  they  fent  fo 
many  ibldiers  as  occupied  all  the  apartments  of  bis  inanfion,  and  filled 
the  avenues,  before  which  barriers  were  placed  to  prevent  the  mob 
from  breaking  in.  The  populace  alTembled  the  next  day  in  vaA 
numbers,  confifting  of  men  and  women }  they  repaired  to  Reveillen's 
houfe,  and  attempted  to  force  the  pafTage,  loading  the  foldicrs  all  the 
while  with  the  moft  opprobrious  langua^,  and  pelting  them  with 
large  ftones  and  bricks.  The  military  maintained  their  Ibrtion  a  long 
time,  but  at  length  the  mob  fuceeeded  in' getting  paA  the  faarrieri^ 
and  into  the  houfe,  which  they  immediately  pillaged,  deftrogred  the 
furniture,  burnt  the  books,  and  niftiin^  Into  the  cellars,  drartk  every 
kind  of  wine  and  fpirit  there.  The  military  were  at  length  reinforced 
by  a  confiderable  body  of  Swifs  guards,  with  two  pieces  of  artiliery  | 
they  required  the  populace  to  difpeife,  which  they  refufed ;  the 
officers  then  ordered  the  fotdiers  to  fira  over  their  heads,  which  inftead 
0f  intimiiJating,  increafed  their  infolence.  They  charged  the  military 
with  fuch  ansa  as  they  bad;  old  fwords,  muikeu,  bludgeons  (hod 
with  iron,  ftaves  with  knife-blades,  fword-blades,  or  fpikes  at  the 
end,  and  a  volley  of  ftonea.  The  officers,  finding  their  moderation 
produced  no  good  rffeA,  ordered  the  men  to  fire^  and  take  poitftiTion 
of  llie  houfe.  Their  paflage  was  difputed,  foot  by  foot,  by  the  people 
within,  which  occalioned  a  very  great  carnage  |  two  hundred  of  the 
mob. arc  fuppofed  to  have  been  killed,  and  many  hundreds  wounded^ 
A  few  foldiert  were  killed,  and  about  four-fcore  wounded.  At 
Jength  they  fuceeeded  in  clearing  the  houie,  which  was  atmoft  demo- 
liihed,  and  in  difperfiiig  the  rioters.  The  fcene  which  prefented 
itfelf  in  tlM  cellars  was  (hocking  beyond  defcription  :  many  had  drunk 
tbemfelves  dead  with  brandy  and  wines,  and  mainr  were  poifoned  by 
having  mi(bken  ca(ks  of  vitriolic  compofition,  u(ed  by  Reveilloo  in 
his  bufinefs,  for  common  fpirits,  and  drunk  them  with  the  fame 
avidity.    The  faction  who  had  excited  this  riot,  endeavoured,  accord- 

tii£  to  their  cuftom,  to  throw  the  blame  on  the  court  |  ajid  their  ac- 
•  count 
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alterward^  Henriot^,  but  they  being  both  inde^ 
pendent  in  their  drcumilances,  refifted  his  advance^^ 


count  hat  been  copied  by  many  hiftoriant.  They  fay  that  the  court 
did  it  to  be  juliified  in  drawing  fo  great  a  body  of  troops  round  ttat 
capita]  as  would  overawe  the  proceedings  of  the  ttates-generaU 
This  account  is  improbable  for  the  following  reafonst  id,  'tht 
popular  Necker  was  minifter  at  the  timf$  and  tlie  fuins  known  and 
acknowledged  by  the  democratic  writers  to  have  been  diHributed  to 
influence  the  mob,  could  not  have  ifltied  from  the  beggared  treafury 
without  his  knowledge,  ad.  The  court  never  knew  the  art  of  em- 
ploying a  mob  on  any  occafion  i  they  had  a  horror  of  a  meeting  of 
the  populace,  and  had  no  notion  at  that  time  of  giving  any  detailed 
lealons  for  the  manner  in  which  his  majefty  chofe  to  employ  his  troops  | 
nor  could  tbey^  after  the  burning  in  effigy  of  the  ex-niinifter  De  Bnennej 
the  daily  meeting  at  the  faiait  royaJ,  the  known  relaxation  of  the 
police,  and  tumultuous  ftate  of  the  city  in  general,  netd  a  fpccific  afl 
to  juftify  fuch  a  meafore.  3d,  Three  perfons  were  taken  up  as  ring* 
leaders,  two  of  whom  were  executed ;  the  third,  a  woman,  pleaded 
her  belly  j  none  of  thefe  applied  for  a  pardon,  or  made  any  diicovery 
tending  to  criminate  any  pcrfon  belonging  to  the  court.  4th,  In  all 
the  fubfequent  diflrefles  and  difgraces  of  the  royal  family  and  their 
adherents,  when  the  moft  frivolous  reports  were  coUeded  with  tha. 
moft  culpable  afliduity,  no  perfon  was  fouud  hardy  enough,  though 
fure  of  eafy  credit  and  ample  regard,  to  involve  any  of  them  in  fuch 
an  accufaiion,  otherwife  than  had  been  done  by  venal  orators,  and  in 
lying  journals.  An  attempt  was  made  to  impute  this  tranfa^ion  to 
the  comte  d*Artois,  through  an  abb^  le  Roy,  a  reputed  dependent 
of  his,  againft  whom  Rcveillon  had  a  fuit  depending.  This  abb^, 
both  before  and  after  the  tranfa^on,  was  fo  involved  in  poverty  and 
diftrefs,  that  though,  after  the  im^irobable  report  was  circulated  of  hit 
being  the  promoter  of  the  riot,  and  diltribiitor  of  the  money,  be  pre. 
ieoted  bimftflf  to  await  the  ttroke  of  juliice,  his  former  profecutor 
declined  all  proceeding  againft  him,  and  even  waved  that  he  had 
already  engtiged  in,  on  account  of  his  abje6t  inifery,  which  extended 
even  to  a  want  of  the  moft  common  nece&iries;  a  fituation  hardly  tQ 
be  fallen  into  fo  foon  by  a  man  employed  to  fubfidize  the  rabble  of 
one  of  the  fuburbs  of  Paris.  It  could  not  be  the  f|)ontaneous  move- 
ment of  the  populace,  becaufe  the  fa£l  of  money  having  been  diftri* 
buted,  is  inconteftibly  proved  by  the  averments  of  wrjters  on  both  th« 
royalift  and  republican  tides }  but  theie  is  no  room  to  doubt  that  it 
was  a  premeditated  effort  of  the  Oi leans*  party  to  intimidate  the  court* 
to  give  audacity  to  their  faction  in  the  ftates-geoeral,  and,  by  the  ruin 
of  Kcveillon  and  Henrior,  who  had  refufed  to  combine  with  them,  to 
increafe  the  influence  of  their  vile  aH'ociati;,  Santerre,  Reveilion  was» 
for  a  ihort  time,  a  voluntary  pnfoner  in  the  Baftiile,  confidering  that 
as  the  only  ihelter  from  the  malice  and  inveteracy  of  his  purluers. 

P  Henriot  was  a  faltpetrc-maiiufaflttier  in  the/oirx^Mrf  St.  An* 
toine.  His  houfe  was  plundere<l  and  dcifroyed  at  the  lame  time  witk 
Reveillon*s.  He  had  the  prudence  not  to  expofe  himfelf  to  further 
vengeance  by  making  any  complaint  |  and  his  lofs  being  inconsider- 
able in  compariibn  with  that  of  Reveilion,  has  been  feldom  meAtioned 
10  kiftory. 
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Md  wdre  inftantly  devoted  to .  deftrudion.  Kot  id 
Santerre^  a  brewer  of  the  fauxbottrg  St.  Antoinei 
where  the  other  two  alfo  refided.  He,  diftreffed 
in  his  finances,  proud  of  notice,  and  anxious  to 
diftinguifh  himfelf,  accepted  the  commifHon,  and 
trained  the  rabble  of  the  fuburbs  to  an  implicit 
obedience.  He  was  immediately  received  into  the 
warm  patronage  and  intimacy  of  his  employer,  his 
debts  were  paid,  and  he  became  a  profperous  and 
rich  man**.  A  committee,  amongft  whom  were 
Mirabeau,  Sillery,  Syeyes,  Laclos,  and  Latouche 
Treville,  were  indefatigable  in  promoting  the  views 
of  Orleans  both  by  inftruftions  and  writings.  Thofe 
which  related  to  the  meafures  to  be  adopted  on  the 
convocation  of  the  dates-general,  contained  many  plans 
which  have  fince  been  executed,  and  were  printed 
and  diftributed  with  great  profufion.  The  inftruc* 
tions  to  the  duke's  bailUages  recommended  a  par- 
ticular and  marked  attention  to  the  iters  etat  ^  He 
had  befides,  a  difciplined  and  vociferous  band  of 
coffee-houfe  and  garden  orators,  amongft  whont 
were  Grammont,  Camille  Defmoulins,  St.  Huruge^ 
and  Fournier.  They  were  conftantly  and  inde- 
fatigably  laborious  in  their  vocation  of  exalting 
him,  and  degrading  the  reft  of  the  royal  family. 
He  had  likewife  fucceeded  in  feducing  many  prin-' 
cipal  officers  of  the  army  in  the  provinces,  and 
amongft  thofe  reckoned  moft  in  his  interefts  were 
generals  Dumouriez,  Valence,  and  Biron.  He 
had  been  fo  fuccefsful  in  his  exertions,  that  feveral 
months  before  the  meeting  of  the  ftates-general, 
the  corruption  of  the  army  might  be  deemed  com- 
plete '.  He  had  even  arranged  a  private  mode  of 
conveying  inftrudions  to  his  band  of  fuburb  mu« 
tineers  without  oral  or  written  communication,  by 
means  of  the  fountains  at  the  palais  royaL      To 

4  Moore*8  Journal,  vol.i.  p.  t5«. 

r  See  Anecdotes  dtt  Regne  de  Louis  XVI.  vol.  vi.  p.  xoS. 

•  Wildest  Addrcfs,  p.  491.     See  alfo  Bouille*t  Memoirs,  p.  130* 
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Augment  ftill  more  his  popularity,  he  performed 
feveral  afts  of  felf-denial,  and  made  fome  facrifices 
at  that  time  peculiar.  He  releafed  his  feignorial 
rights  in  many  of  his  bailliages^  and  invefted  his 
tenants  with  the  liberty  of  purfuing  game  on  their 
own  lands  ;  hef  fotinded  hofpitals  and  fchools  in 
various  parts  of  the  country,  and  his  friends  the 
journalifts  trumpeted  forth  his  liberality  with  ex- 
aggerations. Amongft  others  he  gave  at  Orleans, 
in  honour  oi  Jeanne  d^ Arc ^  the  patronefs  of  the  city, 
the  fum  of  fineei\  hundred  livres  (65/.  i2j.  6^.),  to 
be  delivered  annually  to  fome  young  maiden  by  the 
curh^  as  a  marriage  portion,  in  reward  of  virtuous 
eonduS  and  exemplary  modefty  \ 

Thefe  afts,  many  of  which  were  really  brilliant  HU  pfrcat 
and  meritorious  in  themfelves,  though  performed  P^^P****"^!^ 
from  finifter  motives,  raifed  the  popular  prediledlion 
to  a  pitch  of  unexampled  enthufiafm.  When  he 
appeared  in  the  theatre,  dramatic  reprefentations 
were  fufpended  by  the  clamorous  plaudits  of  the 
audience  j  when  he  vifited  the  public  walks,  the 
throng  about  him  was  prodigious,  every  tongue 
ejaculated  applaufes  and  bleilings  on  him,  many 
perfons  incurred  the  danger  of  their  lives  to  obtain 
the  gr<itification  of  touching  him  or  kifTmg  his 
garments.  Pity  that  fuch  a  difplay  of  public  fen- 
fibility  fhould  have  been  the  meed  of  intrigue  and 
diifimulation  ;  pity  that  it  could  not  foften  a  vicious 
heart,  or  bend  an  inflexible  difpofition  to  a  fmcere 
aflumption  of  thofe  virtues  by  which  alone  it  can  be 
truly  merited. 

The  eftates  poffeffed  by  Orleans,  fcattered  in  fo     Miy. 
many  provinces,  gave  him  great  means  of  influence  ^^cctmgof 
ift  the  return  of  members  to  the  ftates-general,  and  gtnenJ*  * 
this-  was  much  increafed  by  the  exertions  of  the 
lodges  of   mafons  "•     He    was    returned  by  two 

^  Mifs  Williams^c  Lettel-s  in  1790. 

■  Playfai^f  Hiftsry  of  JacobiatTm^  p«  leo. 
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places,  but  preferred  fitting  for  Villlers  Cotteret, 
meaning  perhaps  to  perpetuate  the  memory,  and 
excite  refentment  for  his  baniihment..    His  influence 
with  the  eleftors  of  Paris  was  irrefiftible,  and  procured 
a  return  of  perfons  entirely  devoted  to  him  in  the 
three  orders.     At  the  meeting  of  the  ftates-general, 
he  obferved  an  oftentatious  humihty.     He  did  not 
walk  in  proceflion  with  the  princes  of  the  Uood, 
but  with  the  deputies  from  the  bailliage  for  which 
he  was  returned*.     At  the  entry   of  the  hall  of 
aflenibly,  one  of  his  brother  deputies,  a  curi^  offered 
him  the  pas^  which  he  declined,  alleging  that  the 
precedence  of  clergy  to  nobility  ought  to  be  in- 
variably   maintained.      The    mob   behaved    with 
marked  difrepeft  to  other  princes  of  the  blood,  but 
received  him  with  their  wonted  acclamations,  and 
the  afTembly  itfelf  hailed  him  with  applaufe.    The 
king  exprefled  furprife  when  he  faw  the  duke  fittmg 
at  a  diftance  from  all  the  princes,   and  fpoke  to 
Orleans   on   the  fubjeft,  who   anfwered,  that  he 
could  rank  with  his  coufins  any  day,  but  on  that 
day  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  fit  with  his  co-deputies, 
and  refumed  his  feat. 
Difplwif.        This  marked  feceflion  from  the  court  could  not 
Vollu!^   ^^^  excite  indignation ;  the  whole  royal  family  ex- 
mily.        prefled  their  difapprobation  of  his  conduft,  and  the 
count  d*Artois  caufed*  the  Swifs  guard  which  ufed 
to  mount  at  the  palais  royal   to  be  taken  away* 
This  meafure,  though  it  did  not  injure  him  in  the 
minds  of  the  people,  inflamed  his  defire  of  ven- 
geance.    His  refentment  Jiad  alfo,  before  the  meet- 
ing of  the  ftates-general,  received  additional  force 
Projcaof  from  a   new  motive.      A   marriage   had  been  in 
lagc.    agitation  between  his  daughter  and  the  eldeft  fon 
of  the  comte  d'Artois.     Had  this  marriage  taken 
place,  it  might  have  prevented  moft  of  the  tragical 
events  of  the  revolution.    The  king  had  but  two 

'*  Anecdotes  du  Regne  de  Louis  XVI«  toI. ti.  p.  i33  • 
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fons,  the  eldeft  was  dying,  and  the  other  was  not 
confidered  a  healthy  child.  The  comte  de  Pro- 
vence (now  Louis  XVIII.)  had  no  children.  The 
comte  d'Artois  and  his  fons  flood  next  in  fucceffion, 
and  whoever  married  his  eldeft  fon,  was  then  fup- 
pofed  to  have  a  fair  profpeft  of  becoming  queen. 
It  is  credibly  reported  the  queen  broke  off  this  Fruftratcd. 
match,  with  the  intention  of  giving  the  princefs 
toyal  to  the  fon  of  the  comte  d'Artois,  and  thus  en* 
furing  a  crown  to  her  daughter  by  marriage,  which 
the  Salic  law  forbad  her  to  claim  by  inheritance  ^. 

In  the  Hers  ctatj  the  adherents  of  Orleans  were  Conduaio 
the  moft  violent  in  oppofition  to  the  court,  and  moft  J^caffem. 
clamorous  for  the  union   ef   the  three  orders,  a 
meafure  which  was  known  to  be  highly  agreeable 
to  his  views.     Two  days  after  the  celebrated  fcene  nd  June, 
b  the  tennis-court,  Orleans  dined  with   duke  de 
Liancourt,  he  wore  the  fmile  of  fatisfaftion  while 
topics  were  under  difcuffion  which  were  extremely 
embarraffing  to  the  court,  and  diftinguiflied  himfelf 
by  a  flippancy   of  converfation,   and  a   continual 
titter  *.     Seeing,  by  the  junftion  of  the  clergy  with     ^^{\i, 
the  tiers  eiat^  that  the  nobility  muft  finally  be  de- 
feated, he  made  hafte  to  acquire  the  earlieft  tribute 
of  popularity,  by  prefeiiting  himfelf  at  the  head  of 
forty-feven  other  feceders  from  their  own  clafs,  to 
job  with  the  commons  *.     To  prepaVe  the  way  for 
this  junction,  a  mob  had  been  hired  by  the  duke 
and  his  partifans,    who  ran  about  the  ftreets   of 
Verfailles,  threatening,  infulting,  breaking  the  win- 
dows, and  perfonally  affaulting  thofe  of  the  clergy 
and  nobility  who  were  ftrenuous  for  preferving  the 
diftinftion   of  orders  *.      At  length,   the  nobility,     47th. 
fenfible  of  the  impoffibility  of  effeftual  refiftance, 
and  yielding  to  the  exprefs  commands  of  the  king,. 

7  Hiftorical   Sketch  of  the  French  Revolution,  p.  7S.     Bouili6*s 
Memoirs,  p.  3a3.  n.  * 

*  Artbunr  Vo«ng's  T«aveU,  p.  117.  ■  Hiftories. 
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relu£tantly  joined  the  inferior  order.      Orleans  con- 
fidered  this   as  a  real   triumph.     Paris  was  illu^ 
minated,  and  fire-works  diftributed  in  every  (IreeL 
Shops  were  opened  where    as   many    fquibs  and 
ferpents  were  fold  for   twelve  fous   (fixpence),  as 
would  at  other  times  have  coft  five  livres  (4^.  4i(L) 
and   there  was  no  doubt  that   the  duke  paid  the 
difference  *.     The  clergy  before  thdr  jundion  had 
propofed  the  formation  of  a  committee  to  inquire 
mto  the  caufes  of  the  fcarcity  of  corn,  and  fug- 
gefl  meafures    for   the  relief  of  the  poor.      This 
propofal,  had  it  been  faithfully  executed,  mud  bare 
developed  the  intrigues  of  Orleans,  but  when  it  was 
renewed,  he  had  the  addrefs  to  get  a  committee 
appointed,  chiefly  compofed  of  individuals  devoted 
to  his  interefts,  among  whom  there  was  not  a  (ingle 
34  July,    member  of  the  clergy.     Orleans  was  elected  prdi- 
dent,  an  office  which  he  declined,  but  his  having 
been,  at  ,fo  early  a  period,  elected  to  it,  demonftrates 
his  great  influence. 
Exertions       Meanwhile  the  duke's  agents  in  Paris  were  no 
in  Paris,     jgfg  flrenuous  in  their  exertions  than  his  friends  in 
the  affembly.     Libels  more  atrocious  than  ever  were 
iflued  againfl:  all  the  royal  family.      The  orators  in 
the  gardens  and  coffee-houfes  were  conftantly  bufy, 
and  even  devoted  to  deftruftion  certain  perfons  by 
name  as  the  enemies  of  the  people.     Amongft  thefe 
were  the  count  d'Artois,  the  prince  of  Conde,  the 
prince   of  Conti,  and  feveral  others ;  the  lift  in- 
creafcd   daily,  and  was  known  to  all  Parish    A 
regular  plan  of  infurreftion  was  afterwards  digefted, 
the  objeft  of  which  was  to  obtain  for  Orleans,  the 
appointment  of  lieutenant-general,  or  regent  of  the 
kingdom,  and  to  fecure  him  in  that  fituation  by 
the  deftruftion  of  all  who  were  fuppofed  adver- 

«  Arthur  Young*ftTra veil,  p- tft5* 

*  Memoiros  de  ia  Ducheffe  de  Polignae,  p.  19.    Moore's  Vieir* 
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farious  to  him.  To  accelerate  the  crifis,  the  fcarcity 
of  bread  became  daily  more  diftreffing,  and  the 
mob  were  exercifed,  from  time  to  time,  in  predatory 
and  riotous  exploits. 

To  repel  thefe  efforts,  the  king  was  induced  to  EfFortf  to 
order  a  confiderable  body  of  troops  under  marfhal  ^*^"*^«  ^^ 
Broglio  to    affemble  round   the  capital,    but   the       ^* 
precaution    was    adopted   too  late ;    Orleans   had 
already  been   fuccefsful   in  feducing  moft   of  the 
foldiery    from    their    allegiance.      His    party    en- 
couraged them  in  afts  of  infubordination,  refcued 
them  when  imprifoned,  and  even  made  a  party  in 
their  behalf  in  the  national  affembly  *".     The  gardes 
Fraiifoifes  were  laft  feduced ;  they  were  affailed  by 
every  engine  in   the  power  of  the  duke  and  his 
agents.     One  of  their  officers,   Validi,  was    bafe 
enough  to  teach  them  the  duty  of  non-fubmi/fion. 
In  fine,  money,  treats,  favours,  the  careffes  of  the 
proftitutes  who  lived  in  the  palais  royal^  aided  by 
the  blandiihments  of  women  more  elevated  in  life, 
and  the  harangues  they  daily  heard,   (hook  their 
loyality  fo  much,  that  they  added  to  their  oath,  to 
defend  the  king  againft  all  his  enemies,  another, 
that  they  would  not  oppofe  Frenchmen  K      This  in» 
fe£fcion  extended  all  over  the  provinces,  and  reached 
even  to  fome  of  the  gardes  du  corps.     Every  thing 
enounced  the  immediate  approach  of  fome  dreadful 
explofion ;  the  plans  of  the  confpirators  were  ar* 
ranged,  the  troops  under  Broglio  partook  of  the 
general  difaffeclion,   the  coffee-houfe  orators    had 
made  up  their  lift  of  viftims,  and  the  day  of  their 
execution  was  fixed  for  the  1 3th  of  July  ;   accident 
produced  the  explofion  two  days  earlier  with  lefs 
effeft,  and  an  omiffion  of  many  parts  of  the  fcheme, 

Previoufly,  however,  to  its  arrival,  to  make  fure     lorh, 
of  the  military,  a  grand  public  dinner  was  given^  Jer*  ^^'" 

fcsdlcd. 
c  Sec  Moore*t  Vfew,  vol.  i.  p.  i86. 
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The  foldiers   had  been  ordered  to  keep  in  their 
barracks,  but  to  a  man  difobeyed  the  command* 
They  were  feafted  till  night,  when  ferjeants  were 
fent  to  require  their  return.     ITie  ferjeants,  unable 
to  refift  the  difplay  of  feftivity,  and  the  intreaties  of 
their  comrades  and  the  courtefans,  fat  down  witJi 
them,  and  encouraged  the  defe^on  from  difcipline. 
Hand-bills  were   thruft   under    the    doors  of    the 
Bourgeoifte^  inviting  them  to  affemble  and  arm  them- 
felves,  and  not  truft  their  defence  to  mercenaries. 
The  duke  of  Orleans  was  named  in  the  gardens  of 
the  palais  royaly  as  a  proper  pcrfon  to  be  exalted 
to  the  regency  of  the  kingdom,  and  the  whole  city 
difplayed  a  general  and  furprifmg  fermentation, 
iith.         This  agitation  was  greatly  increafed  by  a  report 
Necker's"  induftrioufly  fpread,  that  there  would  not  be  bread 
difniiffion.  in  Paris  for  another  day's  confumption,  that  Necker 
was  difmiiTed  and  banifhed,  the  life  of  Orleans  in 
danger,  the  members  of  the  affembly  doomed  to 
death,  and  the  capital  devoted  to  pillage  and  de- 
ftruftion.     An  immenfe  mob  arofe,  but,  at   firft, 
deftitute   of  a   leader,  contented   themfelves  vitb 
fomc  flight  outrages, 
iith.         The  next   day  an  innfumerable  party  from  the 
of  the  mob.  ^^^-^^'^  royal ^  inftigated  by  Camille  Defmoulins  and 
the    other    orators,    collefting    ftrength    in  their 
paffage  through  the  city,  went  with  lighted  torches, 
to   fet  fire  to  the  barriers.     The   only  oppofition 
they  found  was  from  the  prince  de  Lambefe,  who, 
at  the  head  of  a  german  regiment,  exerted  himfclf 
to  prevent  the  incendiaries  from  accomplifhing  their 
purpofes,  and  for  a  time  fucceeded.     The  people, 
though  joined  by  the  gardes  Frangoifesy  for  want  of 
a  leader,  attempted  nothing  decifive.     They  wan- 
dered here  and  there  in   a  ftate  of  agitation  and 
irrefolution.     Where  then  was   Orleans?  Had  he 
poflfeffed  that  courage  and  prefence  of  mind,  with- 
out which  no  man  (hould  prefume  to  aft  a  con- 
fpicuous  part  in  confpiracies,  that  day  might  have 
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placed  the  crown  on  his  brow.  His  feeble  mind 
vras  incapable  of  fuftaining  the  tumult  excited  by 
his  own  intrigues ;  frightened  at  the  explolion 
of  his  own  artillery,  he  remained  hovering  be- 
tween Verfailles  and  Paris,  terror-ftruck,  and  in- 
capable of  encouraging  or  heading  in  perfon  an 
infurreftion  which  promifed  him  all  he  defired^ 
and  which  could  not  be  efFeftually  oppofed  ;  yet  he 
could  not  difcover  that  his  want  of  courage  muft, 
in  every  importjmt  crifis,  prevent  his  fuccefs. 

Tired  at  length  of  waiting  in  vain  for  a  Uving 
chief,  the  populace  were  fupplied  with  the  femblance 
of  thofe  they  defired.  Two  wax  bufts  of  Orleans 
and  Necker  were  procured,  and  carried  about  the 
ftrcets.  One,  Necker,  being  in  the  hands  of  a 
perfon  of  genteel  appearance,  the  other  of  a  hawker 
named  Pepin,  the  mob  all  the  while  vociferating, 
^*  Hats  off !  Necker  for  ever  !  Orleans  for  ever  !'* 
In  the  courfe  of  their  progrefs,  a  perfon  handfomely 
dreffed,  with  a  fword  by  his  fide,  took  the  buft  of 
the  duke  from  Pepin,  and  refpeftfuUy  infifted  on 
carrying  it  himfelf  The  bufts  were  then  covered 
with  crape,  and  paraded  round  the  Boulevard,  the 
palais  royal,  to  the  Place  de  Louis  XV.  and  to  the 
Tuilleries*  Here  the  proceffion  was  met  by  a  part 
of  the  regiment  of  the  prince  de  Lambefe.  An  in* 
concievable  tumult  enfued  ;  the  young  gentleman 
who  carried  the  buft  of  the  duke,  threw  it  down 
and  made  his  efcape ;  the  hawker,  who  was  ftill 
at  his  fide,  immediately  took  it  up,  the  riot  in- 
crcafed,  flones  were  thrown  at  the  foldiery,  and  the 
mob,  confident  in  the  affiftance  of  the  gardes 
Frangoifcs,  feemed  refolved  to  commence  an  attack. 
The  prince  de  Lambefe's  troop  were  commanded 
to  advance,  and  deftroy  the  bufts,  which  appeared 
the  ftandards  of  infurredion.  In  executing  thefe 
orders,  they  wounded  Pepin  dangeroufly.  Some 
fliots  were  fired  by  both  parties,  and  the  German 
regiment  finally  obliged  to  retreat*    The  bawker 
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was  conveyed  to  the  garden  of  the  palais  royal^ 
where  his  wounds  had  the  greateft  effeft  in  exciting 
^nd  confirming  feditious  emotions. .  Tq  arms !  to 
arms!  rcfounded  in  every  quarter.  An  attempt 
was  made  to  put  a  firelock  in  the  hands  of  Pepin 
that  he  might  be  employed  in  recruiting,  but  being 
incapable  of  exertion,  he  was  fent  to  the  hofpital. 
On  this  occafion  a  cockade  was  propofeci  for  the 
infurgents,  green  was  the  colour  firft  fixed  on,  but 
it  was  afterwards  changed  to  the  colours  now  called 
iiational,  namely,  blue,  red,  and  white,  the  two 
former  are  the  colours  of  Orleans,  the  latter  was 
added  after  their  adoption  ^.  The  whole  of  thi^ 
dreadful  day  and  night  was  deformed  by  terror 
and  cqnfufion.  The  gardes  Franfoi/es  renounced 
the  government  of  their  officers,  and  fet  fire  to  their 
barracks.  The  coffee  houfes  at  the  palais  royal  were 
full  of  agitators  during  the  whole  time,  now  i^uing 
fanguinary  injunftions,  now  inflammatory  and  flan- 
derous  proclamations.  The  relaxation  of  the  police 
permitted  unbridled  plunder.  The  banditti  of  the 
metropolis  committed  their  depredations  without 
reftraint  or  refpeft  *. 

The  faction  in  the  diike's  intereft  paffed  this 
eventful  night  in  extreme  agitation.  The  fears  and 
alarms  which  haunt  the  bofoms  of  confpirators,  how 
well  fo  ever  their  plans*  may  have  been  arranged, 
permitted  no  repofe.  -  They  difcuffed  a  thouiand 
fchemeSy  they  revolved  a  thoufand  projefts  depend- 
ing on  the  refult  of  the  infurreftion.  Incapable  of 
cfli mating  the  extreme  bafenefs  of  the  duke's  cha- 
rafter,  they  fent  him  to  Paris,  that  he  might  ftew 
himfelf  to  the  infurgents,  in  hopes  that  his  appear- 
ance would  produce  a  favourable  and  decifive  exer- 
tion.    He  did  (hew   himfelf  indeed,  but  not  in  a 

8  See   Desmoulins.      Alfo   PIayf«Ii's    Hiftory  of    Jacobinifm, 
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{nanner  calculated  to  infpire.  confidence  or  em 
courage  zeal ;  he  alighted  in  the  court-yard  of  the 
pala'u  royal,  and  then,  terrified  at  the  immenfe  muU 
titude,  inftead  of  affuming  the  hero,  and  fhewing 
himfelf  qualified  for  the  part  he  wiflied  to*  act,  he 
fpoke  a  few  incoherent  words  to  thofe  who  accofte4 
him,  then  flunk  into  a  private  apartment,  and  kept 
himfelf  ftudioufly  concealed,  till  his  departure  for 
Yerfailles  in  the  morning. 

On  the  enfuing  day  the  national  guard  was  ^i^\ 
formed,  by  inrolments  in  the  various  diftrifts  of  the  of^lUi^Ji^^ 
city.  The  eleftors  took  pofleflion  of  the  HoteUde-  tiomii 
T//7/f,  fufpended  all  the  regular  authorities,  fent  S"*'*** 
orders  to  individuals  to  deliver  up  their  fire-arms 
^d  powder,  ufurped  the  receipt  of  tolls  and  the 
pofleflion  of  public  monies ;  and,  what  is  dill  more 
extraordinary,  were  generally  obeyed-  I'hey  foon 
inrolled  a  force  of  fixty  thoufand  men,  but  they 
were  without  arms  and  without  a  leader.  It  was 
expefted  and  wiflied  that  Orleans  would  offer  him- 
fe!f.  Such  an  aft,  putting  him  at  once  at  the 
head  of  fo  large  a  body,  with  the  means  of  increaf- 
ing  it,  would  have  enabled  him  to  feize  the  lieu- 
tenancy of  the  kingdom,  or  even  the  fceptre  ;  but 
the  exertion  was  above  him.  After  much  delay,  to 
afford  time  for  the  rardy  duke  to  declare  his  refo- 
lution,  the  command  was  given  to  an  obfcure  indi- 
vidual, the  count  de  la  Salle  d'Offemond.  Arms 
were  ftill  wanting,  notwithftanding  the  acceflion  of 
the  gardes  Francoifes^  with  all  their  ammunition,  and 
fome  pieces  of  cannon,  and  the  quantity  fupplied 
by  ranfacking  the  houfes  of  individuals  and  the 
Jhops  of  the  armourers.  At  length  it  was  fuggeiled 
to  the  people,  that  they  might  be  obtained  at  the 
Hotel  des  invalides.  .  7'here,  after  fome  faint  refifl:- 
ance,  they  found  thirty  thoufand  muflcets  and 
twenty  pieces  of  cannon.  They  were  equaHy  fucr 
pelsful  at  the  garde  meuble  de  la  courome. 
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,^th.  Thus  provided  with  arms,  and  fludicd  with  fuc- 

Captureof  ccfs,  the  infurgents  proceeded  to' attack  the  Baftille, 
tiiciiaiiiiie  ^^  attempt  fo  defperate,  that  there  is  reafon  to  be- 
lieve that  treachery  and  neglect  combined  to  give 
It  fucctfs,  Suppofing,  however,  the  favourable  iflue 
of  the  enter prife  to  have  been  due  to  valour  alone, 
the  Parifians  are  difgraced  by  their  fubfequent  bar- 
barities, by  the  inhuman  murder  of  de  Launay  the 
governor,  together  with  feveral  of  his  officers  and 
privates,  and  of  JVJ.  Fleffelles  the  prevot  des  mar^ 
cbands* 
Cowardice  While  thefc  things  were  tranfafting  at  Paris, 
c4  Organs,  ^j^jj^  ^j^g  armed  force,  increafed  by  the  liberated 
prifoners  from  the  Force  and  Chatclet,  and  difci- 
plined  and  aflifted  by  the  gardes  Franfci/es,  bore 
down  all  rcfiftance,  Orleans  at  Verfailles  was  afting^ 
a  part  worthy  of  his  extreme  pufillanimity.  Mira- 
beau  and  others  of  his  party  reprefented  to  him, 
that  now  was  the  time  to  take  advantage  of  his  own 
popularity  and  the  diftrefs  of  the  court,  to  prefs  on 
the  king  the  meafure  of  appointing  him  lieutenant- 
general  of  the  kingdom,  and  conftituting  him  medi« 
ator  between  himfelf  and  the  people.  The  council 
was  about  to  fit,  and  a  fpeech  was  prepared  for 
the  duke,  which  he  had  ftudied  and  went  prepare4 
to  deliver.  When  he  arrived  at  the  palace^  his  na-» 
tive  littlenefs  of  mind  prevailed.  The  fcene  of  con^ 
fufion  before  him  occafioned  by  news  at  which  he 
ought  to  have  rejoiced,  the  ladies  of  the  court  run«r 
ning  diftraftedly  about  imploring  fuccour  from 
every  one  they  met,  the  royal  family  in  tears,  the 
general-officers  in  defpair,  and  the  minifters  con^ 
founded  ;  thefe  circumftances,  which  tended  to 
promote  the  fuccefs  of  his  attempt,  did  hot  infpire 
him  with  courage,  but  communicated  contagious 
impreffions.  Inftead  of  entering  boldly  with  the 
members  of  the  council,  he  loitered  in  the  anti- 
chamber,  hoping  that  he  fhould  feel  lefs  timid  when 
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the  bufinefs  of  the  fitting  was  commenced,  and  the 
members  perfonally  engaged.  He  ftrove  to  rally 
his  fpirits  in  vain,  he  could  not  affume  fufficient 
refolution  to  enter  the  room,  but  waited  in  the  antir 
chamber  till  the  rlfing  of  the  council.  At  length 
ihc  door  opened,  and  the  members  retired.  Con*. 
pelled  to  do  fomething,  he  accofted  the  king  ftam. 
mering,  and  faid,  **  Sire,  I  come  to  entreat  your 
^'  majefty's  permiflion,  in  cafe  the  afpeft  of  affairs 
^'  fliould  become  more  perplexing,  to  go  to  Engr 
**  land.'*  The  king  furveyed  him  with  aftonifh- 
ment,  and  quitted  him  without  fpeaking  a  word  ^ 

From  this  period  the  fuccefles  of  Orleans  de- Falls  into 
clined ;  he  continued  the  part  of  a  diftinguifhed  ^®"'«»'»P**  . 
confpirator,  but  never  could  place  his  affairs  in  fuch 
a  fituation  as  to  render  the  point  of  his  ambition 
attainable.  His  party,  convinced  of  his  meannefs^ 
would  in  all  probability  have  renounced  him  immc- 
diately,  but  his  purfe,  and  his  influence  among  the 
lower  order  of  people,  made  them  continue  under 
his  banner,  though  they  defpifed  him  *'.  The  fitu-  jciK 
ation  of  commandant  of  the  national  guard  having 
been  for  fcveral  days  kept  open  by  his  pirtifans,  in 
hopes  that  he  would  affume  it^  was  at  length  taken 
from  la  Salle  and  given  to  la  Fayette,  uho,  though 
fufEciently  imbued  with  revolutionary  principles, 
was  not  agreeable  to  Orleans,  and  afterwards  be- 
came one  of  his  moft  decided  opponents. 

The  plan  of  infurreftion  had  been  fo  well  con-  Tnftfritc- 
certed,   that  it  took  effeft  almofl  in  all  parts  of  the  *'°"  ,*"  '**• 
kingdom  ;  the  foldiers  were  every  where  in  a  ftate  of  P"^®*'"*"' 
infubordination.     Dilpatches  had   been  fent  to  all 
the  provinces  on  the  lame  day,  with  inftruftions  to 
inftigate   the  peafants   to  rife,  which  were  fatally 
fcomplied  with  \     The  nobility,  gentry,  and  rich 

*  Moore*$  View,  vol-  ii.  p.  4.0. 

fc  Miiabeau  intended  to  have  renounced  him  and  joined  the  court, 
but  was,  for  a  time,  prevented.     See  Mirabeau. 
A  Young's  Travels^  p«  i94*    P»geS|  vol.  i.  p.  170* 
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of  every  defcription  were  plundered  and  fubjeftcd 
to  the  moft  barbarous  indignities;  while,  in  the 
capital,  the  preflcs  of  the  fa/ais  royal  not  only  de* 
fended  thefe  proceedings,  but  encouraged  them  by 
*  the  daily  emiflion  of  atrocious  libels  on  all  perfons 

of  worth  and  rank  in  the  kingdom  ;  while  the  king 
was  abufed  without  difguife,  and  the  moft  infamous 
falfehoods  were  fabricated  refpefting  the  queen. 
Trffcttd^        Though  the  party  of  Orleans  in  the  affembly  had 
iijgi  in  the  loft  in  a  great  meafure  their  confidence  in  him,  and 
^*    frequently  urged  meafures  of  the  titmoft  importance 
without  confulting  him,  yet,  on  the  whole,  his  in* 
terefts  were  ftill  prevalent  there,  and  generally  at- 
#tbAiig.    tended  to.     Thus,  though,  from  the  immenfity  of 
his  poffeflions,  the  decree  for  the  abolition  of  privi^ 
leges  was  injurious  to  him  in  one  fenfe,  it  did  little 
roifchief,  compared  with  that  which  it  occafioned  to 
the  reft  of  the  nobility.     He  could  better  afford  the 
lofs  of  fome  privileges,  and  had  anticipated  that  of 
others  by  voluntary  renunciations,  yet  the  ftep  was 
taken  without  his  knowledge,   and    met  with  his 
hearty  difapprobation.     In  the  debates  on  the  fuc- 
ceffion  to  the  crown,  and  the  regency  in  cafe  of  a 
minority,  as  well  as  on  the  fliare  of  power  to  be 
allowed  to  the  king  in  the  exercife  of  his  ijeto^  his 
intereft  was  always  obvioufly  confidered.     To  the 
exertions  of  his  party  are  alfo  attributed  many  of 
the  fevereft  decrees  againft  the  clergy  "• 
Prepara.         The  fuccefs  of  the  Orleans  faftion  in  exciting 
t»n»  for  a  tumults  in  July,  the  defire  of  confirming  and  ex-» 
ftaion/''  tending  their  afcendancy,  and  the  hope  that  more 
favourable  circumftances  might  refult  from  a  new 
infurreftion,  infpired  them  with  a  projefl:,  in  which 
all  the  benefits  would  not  accrue  to  their  daftardly 
patron,  and  which  no  irrefolution  or  want  of  energy 
in  him  could  totally  defeat.     Orleans,  on  due  con- 
fideration,  might  have  been  convinced  that  he  was 

n  Sec  Barruert  Hiftory  of  the  Cler^yj  p.  17, 
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not  calculated  to  aflfame  the  direAiop,  ^d  reap  the 
fruits  of  a  public  commotion ;  but  in  his  mind  re* 
venge  was  fuperior  to  ambition.  He  had  effeftual 
experience  that,  if  he  was  not  exalted,  the  king  and 
queen,  whom  he  hated  with  the  moft  rancorous  ma*, 
lignity,  were  degraded  by  his  exertions,  and  he  re* 
folved  to  perfevere.  The  emigration  of  the  count 
d'Artois  and  his  family,  the  afcendancy  of  the  Or- 
.  leans'  feftion  in  the  affembly,  the  death  of  the  king's 
eldeft  fon,  and  frequent  aflurances  that  the  furviving 
child  and  Monfieur  could  eafily  be  prevented  from 
impeding  his  fchemes  of  advancement,  afted  as  frefli 
llimulants,  and  a  more  defperate  attempt  was  agreed 
on.  Frequent  private  meetings  of  the  duke's  con- 
fidential agents  were  held  at  his  country-feat  at 
Moufleau,  where  the  fcheme  was  formed " ;  and 
the  confidence  and  imprudence  of  the  fadion  were 
fo  great,  that  they  publicly  announced  that  the  duke 
would  foon  be  lieutenant-general  of  the  kingdom  \ 
The  duke's  agents  in  Paris,  kept  in  exercife  by  fre- 
quent acts  of  cruelty  and  violence,  were  prepared  to 
execute  any  projeft  which  Ihould  be  direded.  The 
fcarcity  of  bread  was  fevere  to  extremity,  though 
the  harveft  was  juft  got  in,  and  the  confpirators  did 
not  fcruple  to  affert  that  the  calamity  originated  in 
the  court  alone.  To  give  a  fpring,  and  furnifh  a 
plaufible  pretence  for  the  projefted  infurreftion, 
advantage  was  taken  of  the  king's  delay  to  fandion 
fome  decrees  relative  to  the  new  conftitution  j  and 
a  report  replete  with  calumny  and  falfehood  was 
raifed,  refpeding  a  treat  given  by  the  gardes  du 
corps  to  the  regiment  de  Flandres^  on  their  arrival 
at  Verlailles.  The  following  appears  to  be  a  correct 
reprefentation  of  this  tranfaaion. 

It  was  an  eftabliflied  point  of  military  etiquette,  ift  oa. 
vhen  a  new  regiment  arrived  where  another  was  ^^^^^s'''* 

gardes  du 
*  Moore*s  View,  vol.  ii*  p.  )9,  ^     J  corps* 

^  Nccker  oq  the  Revoluuon,  vol.i.  p.  aVfJ . 
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already  ftadoned,  for  the  feniors  to  welcome  the 
new  coiners  by  a  military  dimier.  The  national 
guard  of  Vcrfailles  gave  theirs  without  exciting  the 
flighteft  obfervation.  The  fame  aft  of  politenefs 
was  performed  by  the  gardes  du  corps  in  the  hall  of 
the  opera.  A  table  in  the  form  of  a  horfe-fhoe  was 
fpread  for  the  company,  amongft  whom  was  the 
count  d'Eftaing,  commandant  of  the  national  guard, 
and  twenty  officers  of  that  corps.  The  fcene  repre- 
fented  a  wood,  the  orcheftra  was  filled  with  the  re- 
gimental bands  of  mufic,  who  played  the  airs  of  fe-^ 
veral  favourite  operas.  At  the  end  of  the  firft 
courfe,  the  healths  of  the  king,  queen,  and  dauphin 
were  given,  and  drunk  with  the  greateft  unanimity. 
The  trumpets  founded  a  flourifli,  and  vive  le  rot 
rcfounded  from  every  part.  The  band  played  the  fa- 
vourite air  of  0  Richard^  6  mon  roi !  from  the  opera 
of  Cfzur  de  lion.  The  foldiers,  who  were  placed  in 
the  pit,  jumped  on  the  ft  age,  afked  for  wine  and 
glaffes,  drank  the  healths,  and  redoubled  their  ap- 
plaufes.  Towards  the  end  of  the  fecond  courfe,  the 
king,  queen,  dauphin,  princefs  royal,  princefs  Eli- 
sabeth, and  feveral  ladies  of  the  court  entered  the 
hall,  and  appeared  to  enjoy  with  fatisfaftion  the  high 
fpirits  of  the  company..  Their  prefence  renewed 
their  demonftrations  of  loyalty,  the  health  of  the 
royal  party  was  drunk,  and  wifhes  for  their  wel&re 
repeated  with  enthufiafm.  The  retreat  of  the  royal 
fpeftators  broke  up  the  meeting,  for  every  one 
preiTed  to  be  near  them  till  the  lail  moment.  The 
muficians  followed,  and  when  they  arrived  m  the 
marble  court,  plaved  fome  lively  tunes.  The  ibU 
diers,  with  the  charafteriftic  gaiety  of  the  nation, 
began  dancing ;  no  one  thought  of  refuming  ht^ 
feat  at  table  j  an  undiftinguiihed  mixture  of  troops, 
of  the  line  and  national  guards  took  place,  and  the 
hilarity  was  unbounded.  The  royal  family  again 
prefented  themfelves  at  the  windows  to  fee  the 
happy  multitude :  the  foldiers>  to  amufe  thdr  royal 
15  fpedators. 
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fpedators,  made  a  fort  of  mock  attack  on  the  palace, 
climbing  up  the  colonades  and  fcaling  the  balcony. 
This  aft  of  levity  being  performed,  they  refumed 
their  dance,  and  at  an  early  hour  feparated  peaceably. 
Their  riling  from  table  fo  early  occafioned  four  hun- 
dred bottles  of  wine  to  be  left,  which  they  agreed 
to  drink  out  the  next  day  but  one,  at  a  military 
breakfaft,  confiiling  of  cold  pies,  hams,  and  cold 
joints  ferved  on  a  table  in  the  riding-houfe.  No  ^aoa. 
one  fat  down,  but  each  helped  himfelf  as  he  pleaf- 
cd.  The  breakfaft  was  replete  with  gaiety ;  loyal 
and  patriotic  toads  were  given ;  the  royal  family, 
the  national  aifembly,  an4  the  national  guards^  were 
complimented  with  this  notice  in  turn.  Some  of 
the  party  drank  too  much,  and  broke  the  bottles 
and '  glailes,  but  nothing  like  a  riot  took  place* 
The  fame  day  the  officers  gave  a  dinner  to  twenty 
foldiers  who  could  not  find  room  at  the  firft ;  and 
clubbed  two  thoufand  crowns,  which  they  tranf- 
mitted  to  the  cures  of  Verfailles,  to  diftribute  in 
bread  to  fuch  of  the  poor  as  could  produce  proper  '^ 

cerdficates. 

This  was  the  whole  of  that  tranfaftion  which  Cat«inn«e« 
aflforded  a  pretext  for  the  moft  horrible  enormities,  and  "lifre- 
and   afterwards    formed  an    article   of   accufation  atioot. 
againd   the  king,   queen,  and  princefs   Elizabeth. 
It  is  to  be  obferved,  that  it  did  not  coft  the  officers 
fo  much  as  three  half-crowns  a-head  ;  yet  thefe  mo- 
derate enjoyments  were  afterwards  by  a  cant  name 
denominated  orgies.      The  moft  malicious   calum«^ 
nies  were  circulated,  that  the  national  aflembly  had 
been  curfed,  that  counter-revolutionary  oaths  had 
been  adminiftered,  the  national  cockade  trampled 
under  foot,  and  the  black  one  (that  of  the  emi<- 
grants)  fubftltuted ''.     It  was  every  where  affededly 

obferved, 

P  The  preceding  ftccount^  oF  the  feaft  are  taken  from  Montjoy^  and^ 
are  confirmed  by  the  royaliil   jouniaU  and  new$*papers»     The  con* 
trary  ftatemeatt  kcib  to  have  been  fabricated  principally  by  Lccointre 
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obfenred^  that  the  profufion  of  the  treat  formed  a 
ftriking  contraft  with  the  mifery  of  the  Parifians^ 
whom  the  intrigues  of  the  court  deprived  of  bread. 
It  was  pretended,  that  the  intention  of  bringing  a 
regiment  of  troops  of  the  line  to  Verfedlles,  was  to 
overawe  the  national  aflembly^  and  cariy  oflF  the 
royal  family  to  Metz. 

When  the  plan  of  the  confpirators  was  thoroughly- 
prepared,  it  was  announced  in  the  palais  royal  in 
the  evening,  that  there  would  be  no  bread  m  the 
capital  in  the  morning,  but  that  plenty  would  be 
found  at  St.  Cloud ;  and  it  was  fuggefted  as  a  mea- 
fure  of  propriety,  to  go  to  Verfailles,  and  bring  the 
king  to  Paris  '^. 

At  day-breaki  an  immenfe  concourfe  of  the  loweft 
order  of  women  from  the  mod  infamous  parts  of 
the  city  and  fuburbs,  reinforced  by  a  great  number 
of  men  in  women's   clothes,   afTembled   in  a  tu- 


of  Verfaillet,  aftei*wsircls  deputy  to  the  national   convention.     Xhis 
man,  however,  when   called  as  a  witnefs  on  the  trial  of  the  queen^ 
did  not  depofe  half  the  fa^s  whidi  were  currently  believed  at  the  time  ; 
and  there  is  every  reafon  to  confider  his  evidence  as  untrue,      Xwo 
perfons  whom  he  al'-uded  to  by  name,  as  having  been  prefent,  5vere 
called  as  witnefles    (Percival  and  d*£(taing).     Percival   flatly  con- 
tradi^ed  the  afleitionsof  Lecointre,  who,  ih  his  explanation,  equivo- 
cated and  referred  to  hearl'ay ;  and  d'£(iaing  was  only  flightly  exa- 
mined.    No  fuch  fa£ls  as  curfing  the  afTcmbly,  trampling  the  national 
cockade  underfoot,  or  aifuming  any  other  cockade,  was  advanced* 
(See  Proces  dts  Bourbons,  vol.  iii.  p.  ii.  64.  71.     Jordan's  Political 
State  of  £urope,  vol.  v.  p  15S.  171.  174.)     Kabaud  de  St.Etienne, 
though  a  decided  revolutionift,  docs  not,  in  his  hiftory,  pretend  that 
thefe  imputed  enormities  were  tranfafted  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  give  il 
cbara6ler  to  the  entertainment ;  on  the  contrary,  he  allows  that  nothing 
could  be  apparently  more  inuocent.     He  recapitulates  the  principal 
aAs  with  which  calumny  branded  thefeaft';  but,  in  genera!,  be  afcrilies 
them  only  to  individuals,  and  does  not  reprefent  them  as  part  of  a 
confiftent  general  plan.     (See  Hiftory  of  the  Revolution*  p.  X4S.) 
One  circumftance  tends  very  much  to  prove  that  the  ftatementt  made 
by  the  king's  enemies  were  falfe.     Thefe  pretended  orgies,  to  which 
all  the  inhabitants  of  Verfailles,  as  well  as  the  military,  were  witnefles* 
took  place  on  the  firft  of  06lobers  and  it  was  not  till  the  fifth,  when 
the  mob  were  in  full  march  from  Parisy  that  they  were  denounced  to 
the  aflfembly  by  the  Orleanill  Petion. 
t  Apologie  des  Projets,  &c.  p.  ^t, 
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multuous  manner.  They  forced  every  one  of  their 
own  fex  whom  they  happened  to  meet,  and  even 
fome  whom  they  prefled  into  the  fervice  from  (hops 
and  other  houfes^  to  join  them,  and  made  a  hideous 
proceiSon  to  the  HoteUde-villej  clamoroufly  fcream- 
ing  for  bread  and  arms.  The  commune^  owing  to 
the  earlinefs  of  the  hour,  were  not  yet  ailembied  ; 
and  the  Hoter  being  but  feebly  guarded,  was  eafily 
forced  by  this  band.  They  defeated  a  party  of 
horfe  fent  to  oppofe  them,  by  fhowers  ot  ilones^ 
and  took  pofleffion  of  the  hall ;  exclaiming  that 
Bailly,  la  Fayette,  and  all  the  members  of  the  com^ 
mune^  were  fcoundrels,  and  ihould  be  hung  m^  a  la 
kmternej  a  cruelty  they  adually  attempted  to  prac- 
tife  on  a  baker,  but  he  was  refcued  by  the  military. 
Some  of  them  forced  the  armoury,  and  eot  pof- 
fei&on  of  two  pieces  of  cannon,  and  eight  hundred 
mulkets.  Hius  armed,  they  propofed  to  go  to 
Verfailles,  to  aik  the  king  for  bread,  and  to  make 
the  aflembly  give  an  accoimt  of  their  conduct.  A 
man  named  Alullard,  one  of  the  conquerors  of  the 
Baftille,  and  a  known  ruffian  in  the  fervice  of  Or- 
leans, inftruded  on  this  occafion  for  the  purpofe, 
offered  to  conduQ  the  party  to  Verfailles.  He  took 
a  drum  to  colleft  them,  and  appointed  the  Champs 
Eljfeci  for  a  general  rendezvous,  where  they  mus- 
tered about  eight  thouiand^  armed  with  guns,  pif- 
tols,  broomftidu,  pitchforks,  ptket^  fcythes,  and 
every  other  weapon  of  amnoyance  wliich  the  hurry 
of  toe  occafion  permitted  them  to  provide.  Mail-  Tkaj  de- 
lard  encouraged  them  by  an  harangue,  and  they  fet  v^f][yict» 
out  by  beat  of  drum,  efcorted  by  an  immenfe  troop 
of  armed  men,  and  fc^owed  by  a  party  of  the  na- 
tional guards. 

There  is  reafon  to  believe  that  this  violent  mob  Sangain- 
did  not  know  exaftly  how  they  were  to  be  em-JJ,^^"* 
ployed.    Thcj  had  a  confiifed  notion  that  they 
were  to  murder  the  queen,  but  were  ready  to  com- 
mit any  fiirthier  atrpdty  which  might  be  fuggefted 
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to  them.  In  thdr  way  to  Verfaillcs,  they  abufed 
th^t  ill-fated  princefs  in  terms  outt^geous  to  de^ 
cency,  and  threatened  her  in  a  manner  (hocking  to 
humanity.  They  hardly  aflfe£ted  fecrecy  in  their 
determinations :  four  perfons  in  the  drefs  of  women 
(lopped  to  drink  at  a  tavern  at  Seve,  one  was  heard 
to  fay,  "  I  cannot  refolve  to  kill  the  king,  it  is  con- 
**  trary  to  juftice,  but  the  queen,  with  all  my 
*•  heart  :**  to  which  another  anfwered,  *•  They 
'  **  muft  all  take  their  chance,  we  fhaH  know  what 

'  **  we  have  to  do  when  we  get  there  '.'* 

Proceed-  The  duke^s  partifans  in  the  national  aflfembly^ 
■iTembiy!^^  Mirabcau  in  particular,  apprifed  of  the  intended  at- 
tack, behaved  with  the  moft  indecorous  contumacy. 
In  the  midll  of  a  tumultuous  debate,  the  avant- 
couriers  of  the  infurgents  arrived.  Information 
was  fent  to  the  king,  who  returned  inwnediately 
from  hunting;  and  the  troops,  moft  of  whom 
were  difaffe£led  and  corrupted,  were  drawn  up  in 
the  court-yard*. 
»  $  Arrival         Thefe   meafures  were  fcarcely  taken,  when  the 

iitf  lour  of  "^^^^  ^^^y  ^^  ^^^  women  from  Paris  arrived  in  two 
the  mob.    diviiious ;  one  by  the  direfl  road,  under  Maillard  ; 
the  other  by  St.  Cloud.     The  former  went  imme- 
diately to  the  aifembly,  which  was  juft  about  to  rife, 
when  they  required  admiffion,  and  threatened  to 
1^  force  the  doors.    The  prefident  confented  to  their 

introduftion  ;    Maillard    was    their    fpokefman.— 
This  morning  (he  faid)  there  was  no  bread  to 
be  had  in  Paris :  I  rang  the  tocfin,  was  arrefted, 
•  *^  and  (hould  have  been  hanged  but  for  the  aflift* 
•'  ance  of  thefe  ladies  who  accompany  me,  and  who 
faved  my  life.     We  are  all  good  patriots,  come 
to  Verfailles  to  aik  for  bread,  and  to  punifli  thofe 
gardes  du  corps  who  have  infulted  the  patriotic 
*^  cockade.    Thofe  who  dare  to  infult  that  cockade 
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•  See  Memoirt  of  the  King,  Uc^  dtn<)  Mirabbauj  aadroroiher 
iawroicdiau  tnuii'a6lioni  iipc  la  FAlrETT£. 
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••  fliall  be  ferved  thus— for  it  fliall  be  worn,  by 
**  every  body."     In  concluding  thefe  words,    he 
tore  to  pieces  a  black  cockade,  and  trampled  it 
under  ibot.     This  a£tion  exciting  fome  murmurs. 
What  (he  exclaimed  in  the  genuine  cant  of  vul- 
gar ignorance)    are   we    not  all   brothers  ?"— 
Yes,  (anfwered  Mounier,  the  prefident,)  all  man« 
**  kind  are  brothers  ;  but  they  muft  not  tear  one 
**  another  to  pieces  for  wearing  cockades  of  a  wrong 
**  colour." — "  The  ariftocrats  (refumed  Maillard) 
are  defirous  to  ftarve  us  ;  to-day  a  note  for  two 
hundred  livres  (8/.  15^.)  was  fent  to  a  miller, 
**  with  inftru£tions  to  grind  no  more  com,  and  a 
promife    of    the    fame    fum    weekly."—**   By 
whom  ?"  exclaimed  the  royalifts.    Maillard,  after 
fome  hefitation,  replied,    *'  I  was  told  it  was  by 
the  archbiftiop  of  Paris." — *'  Hold  your  tongue, 
impoftor,  (refumed  they,)  the  archbifhop  is  inca- 
pable of  fuch  an  a^ion."     Maillard  being  thus 
(ilenced,  his  tumultuous  attendants  began  with  great 
clamour  to  demand  an  immediate  fupply  of  bread 
for  the  capital.     The  prefident  informed  them  the 
aflembly  was  about  to  deliberate  on  the  moft  fpeedy 
means  of  obtaining  a  fupply,  and  that  they  might 
retire.     Far  from  taking  this  hint,  they  feated  them- 
felves  on  the  forms  with  the  members,  and  (hewed 
their  favour  or  averfion  to  particular  fpeakers,  in  a 
manner  peculiar  to  themfelves.     To  fome  they  faid, 
^  Speak  to  *em,  deputy  :"  to  others,  *'  Hold  your 
'*  tongue;"    in  a  peremptory  tone,  accompanied 
with  the  groiTeft  denominations.     In  fine,  it  was  Defmt- 
agreed  that  the  prefident,  accompanied  by  fix  de-  ^^^V^ 
puties,  fliould  go  to  the  king,  and  reprefent  the    *    "*^ 
ftat^  of  affairs  ;  and  after  requefling  his  unqualified 
acceptance  of  the  decrees  relative  to  the  confUcution, 
prefent  the  petition  of  the  Parifian  women.     After 
obferving  that  they  did  not  want  laws,  but  bread, 
the  Peijfardes  infifted  that  fix  of  their  number  ihould 
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accompany  the  deputies }  to  which  the  aflembly  vai 
obliged  to  confent. 
sitoatioB       At  the  gates  of  the  palace  all  was  confufion  and 
•^^  dii  up™^'    ^^  martial  order  of  the  guards  at  firft 
Sorpt.       ftrudc   terror  into  the  mob,  but  as  they  bad  re- 
ceived orders  not  t6  fire,  (an  order  which  thef 
obeyed  with  a  perfevering  magnanimity  fufficient 
to  nave  excited  the  admiration  and  refped  of  & 
vages^)  the  populace  lofing  their  fear  refumed  their 
petulance,  and  after  infulting  them  by  every  meani 
in  their  power,  endeavoured  to  break  their  ranks. 
Some  attempted  to  frighten  or  enrage  their  horfes, 
ibme  to  run  between  them ;  vollies  of  ftones,  and 
frequent   difcharges    of  muikets    were   employed 
againft  this  unrefifting  body.   In  the  midft  of  this  ter* 
rU>le  fcene  Mounier  arrived,  attended  with  his  female 
co-deputies,  who  were  now  augmented  to  twelve, 
one  having  hold  of  each  reprefentative  of  the  peo- 
ple by  each  arm.    The  guards  at  firft  refufed  them 
admittance,   but  when  Mounier  declared  himfelf, 
they  were  immediately  conduced  to  the  king.    The 
prefident  made  a  long  fpeech  on  the .  diftrefles  of 
the  poor.    The  king  anfwered  with  that  pathetic 
eloquence  which  is  the  offspring  of  feeling  and  in- 
tegrity, in  terms  which  affeded  his  female  auditors 
even  to  fainting.    Separated  fi'om  their  abandoned 
companions,   their  fenfes  no  longer  inflamed  by 
hideous  clamours,  or  inapplicable  reproaches,  they 
exerted  their  intelleds,  and  animated  with  joy,  ran 
out  at  the  end  of  the  audience,  exclaiming  '^  Ooi- 
,  "  fave  the  king !  God  fave  our  good  long !  We 
"  fliail  have    bread  to-morrow!'*     This  warmth 
was  foon  checked  by  the  mob,  who  exclaimed  that 
thefe  women  had  been  bribed,  and  laid,    *'  If  ^7 
•*  do  not  bring  us  an  order  under  the  king's  hand, 
**  we  will  have  them  every  one  hung  up."    Ot^ 
of  them,  in  fiad,  was  with  difficulty  refcued  bom 

the  hands  of  the  ailaifins.    They  were  again  m- 
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troduced  to  the  king,  who  gave  them  a  written 
paper,  which  fatisfied  thofe  without,  and  the  fliouts 
of  "  God  fave  the  king !"  were  general.  The 
guards  iheathed  their  fwords,  and  tranquillity  feemed 
to  be  reftored.  This  was,  however,  of  ihort  dura^ 
tion,  the  guards  being  ordered  to  their  quarters^ 
broke  up  that  firm  pofidon  which  had  kept  their 
aiTailants  in  awe,  and  they  were  aflaulted,  not  only 
by  the  mob,  but  by  the  national  guard  of  Ver-p 
faulles.  They  rigidly  adhered  to  the  orders  of  not 
firing,  and  were  alone  expofed  to  every  hoftile 
eflPort,  the  regiment  de  FUmdres  having  been  cor« 
rupted  by  the  agents  of  Orleans '. 

The  affembly  having,  by  the  ill-timed  perfever-  Afl^blf 
ance  of  the  deputation,  obtaiifed  from  the  king  an  un«  ^^^i^^"^^* 
qualified  fandion  of  the  decrees  which  had  been  pre-  } 
fented,  adjourned,  but  were  fbon  recalled  to  tneir 
fituation  by  the  arrival  of  la  Fayette  and  the  national 

^  The  difficulty  of  ftating  with  fxaftneft  the  ctttfe  of  this  tttack  on 
the  f^rda  da  cwf*^  it  well  exprciTed  by  the  author  of  an  Hiftorical 
Sketch,  &c.  (Ice  p.  144).    He  lays,  **  The  confofion  was  fo  |n«at 
'*  that  none  of  the  hiftoriant  have  defcrih«4  it  very  clearly.     Th« 
'*  fmrdn  in  itrft  are  accufcd  of  provoking  their  cnemiei  by  fome  ralh 
*'  adiona,  wbich  are  either  denied  or  )ulliflcd  by  their  tnendt.    It 
**  may  be  obferred,  once  for  all,  that  the  indifference  with  which  th* 
**  patriots  had  treated  the  mordera  committed  At  Paris,  had  convinced 
'*  the  real  or  fuppofcd  ariftocrata  that  they  coold  hope  for  no  proicAioii 
'*  from  the  laws,  and  that  force  alone  muft  lepel  brutal  force.     Wt 
^  cannot  therefore  wonder  if  they  are  fomftimea  liable  to  the  imput* 
'*  atioB  of  beginning  the  attack,  when  they  once  heard  their  livet 
**  threalcned  by  the  mob.     But  in  thia  particular  inftance  I  do  not 
*'  find  any  fufficicnt  proof  that  the  goarda  had  recourle  to  illegal 
**  riolence.    The  gwnlr  mittimak  of  Verfai^i  wat  rendered  averfe  tm 
**  them,  and  partly  from  the  infinuatlena  of  Lecointre,  who  wat  from 
^  the  firft  their   enemy  and  accuftr.      The  regiment  of  Flanders 
**  had  been  gained  by  the  double  ieduftion  of  women  and  money* 
**  I  he  king,  convinced  that  their  fmall  number  could  do  him  no  real 
*<  fervice,  tent  them  pofitive  orders  not  to  fire;  and  about  fix  o'clock 
**  ordered  the  greateft  part  of  them  to  leave  the  town,  whilft  fome  few 
*<  ftili  lumaioed  to  guard  the  interior  part  of  the  palace.     Whether  rn 
**  their  retreat  they  ^red  raflhly  upon  lome  of  the  banditti  who  infulted 
**  thei^^  or  whether  thole  banditti  fired  pnrpofely  to  throw  on  them 
«  the  odiua,  feeros  uncertain  1    but  the  gardt  matimaU  of  Verfailles 
**  look  the  pretence  to  fire  on  the  guards,  exclaiming  firft  that  fome  of 
^  their  men  were  woundnl,  and  veng^ncf  was  dspoWKed  00  the  re* 
^  ginMBt  fimm  all  qntrtsrs**' 
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guard,  whofe  fanguinary  difpofitions  encouraged  the 
mob  and  increafed  the  danger.  La  Fayette  having 
made  fuch  arrangements  with  the  royal  family  as  he 
coniidered  neceflary,  advifed  the  afTembly  to  ad- 
journ, which  they  did,  and  the  confpirators,  in 
various  difguifes,  mixed  with  the  mob  and  with 
the  foldiers,  whom  they  infligated  to  freih  ads  of 
violence. 
Conduaof  -  It  is  not  neceffary  here  to  repeat  the  tranfadtions 
Orleans.  ^^  ^y^  dreadful  night,  and  of  the  enfuing  morning, 
in  the  courfe  of  which  the  queen's  life  was  immi- 
nently endangered,  her  defenders  butchered,  and 
the  king  and  his  family,  compelled  to  leave  their 
blood-ftained  palace,  were  dragged  by  their  perfe- 
cutors  to  refide,  or  rather  to  be  imprifoned,  in  the 
capital.  Every  circumftance  tends  to  prove  that 
this  infurreftion  was  organifed  by  Orleans :  the 
ready  obedience  paid  to  Maillard,  a  felf-conftituted 
leader,  known  to  be  in  the  pay  of  the  duke,  (hews 
that  many  fubordinate  perfons  muft  have  been 
employed  to  influence  their  fubmifTion,  and  marlhal 
them  in  proper  order.  "  The  depofitions  at  the 
*'  Chatelet  prove  in  the  mod  mconteflible  manner, 
that  during  the  horrors  of  thefe  two  days  he  was 
repeatedly  feen,  and  that  whenever  he  was  re- 
^*  cognized  by  the  crowd,  he  was  huzzaed  with 
**  Vive  Orleans  !  Vive  notre  Roi  Orleans !  &c.  He 
<*  then  withdrew,  and  was  feen  in  other  places. 
^^  While  all  about  the  unfortunate  royal  family 
**  were  in  the  utmoft  concern  for  their  fate,  he  was 
*^  in  gay  humour,  chatting  on  indifferent  fubjefts. 
**  His  lafl  appearance  on  the  evening  of  the  5th 
^*  was  about  nine  o'clock,  converfing  in  a  comer 
<*  with  men  difguifed  in  mean  drefs,  and  fome  in 
•*  women's  clothes ;  among  whom  .were  Mirabeau, 
**  Barnavc,  Dupont,  and  other  deputies  of  the  re- 
^'  publican  party,  and  thefe  men  were  feen  imme- 
**  diately  after  concealed  among  the  lines  of  the 
(*  regiment  de  Flandres^  the  corruption  of  which 
•     ^  ^«  thcY 
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^^  they  had  that  day  completed.  He  was  feen  again 
"  next  morning  converfmg  with  the  fame  perfons 
"  in  women's  drefs.  And  when  the  infulted  fove- 
*^  reign  was  dragged  in  triumph  to  Paris,  Orleans 
^^  was  again  feen^  fkulking  in  a  balcony  behind  his 
"  children,  to  view  the  proceflion  ot  devils  and 
"  furies  ;  anxioufly  hoping  all  the  while  that  fome 
**  difturbance  would  arife  in  which  the  king  might 
periih.  I  (hould  have  added,  that  he  was  feen 
in  the  morning  at  the  top  of  t|ie  ftaias,  pointing 
the  way  with  his  hand  to  the  biob,  where  they 
"  fliould  go,  while  he  went  by  another  road  to  the 
*'  king,  in  fliort  he  went  about  trembling  like  a 
"  coward,  waiting  for  the  explofion  which  might 
"  render  it  fafe  for  him  to  fhew  himfelf  ".*' 

But  though  thefe  tranfaclions  occafioned  fo  much  Sufpiciont 
mifery  to  the  royal  family,  Orleans  did  not  derive  ^^^^^^* 
from  them  the  advantages  he  expected.  Too 
wicked  to  be  a  good  fubjeft,  too  much  mifguided  to 
feel  content  in  hk  exalted  fituation,  too  timid  to 
aflume  a  decifive  part,  and  fupport  and  dire^ 
openly  the  fedition  he  had  privately  fomented,  yet  ' 
too  devoid  of  fenfe  to  keep  his  agency  an  entire 
fecret,  he  now  not  only  faw  the  propofed  end  of 
his  plan  fruilrated,  but  a  general  fufpicion  attach  to 
himfelf.  His  party  defpifed,  and  fome  began  to 
defert  him,  others,  who  thought  themfelves  fullied 
by  appearing  as  fen^tors  wher^  he  was  allowed  a 
feat,  gave  in  their  r^fignation,  and  requefted  leav^ 
\o  retire.  Thefe  were  about  an  hundred,  and 
amongft  them  IVIounier,  the  prefident,  but  he  did 
not  quit  his  ftation  till  he  had  performed  what  hp 
judged  hi^  duty,  by  requiring  an  inveftigation  of  thp 
caufes  of  the  infurreftion,  in  a  manner  which  dct* 
monftrated  that  he  had  a  well-founded  fufpicion, 
pr  certain  intelligence  of  the  real  author.     But 

"  Robiron*8  Proofs,  p,  377.  See  the  KrNo,  &c.  La  Fayette. 
Mir  ABB  AU.  Hiiiories}  and  particularly  Mrs.  VV'oHllonecraffs  Hiitory, 
F' 430.  450.     £oui{l6*§  Memoirs,  p.  u(. 
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t)opuIarity  was  not  in  itfelf  an  objed  of  defire  to 
Orleans,  bis  juvenile  contempt  of  it  dill  continued, 
though  he  ufed  it  as  a  means  of  forwarding  his  other 
views.  He  would  not  defift  from  the  plans  he  had 
formed,  nor  could  the  ill  fuccefs  of  his  exertions, 
produced  folely  by  himfelf,  open  his  eyes  to  the 
weaknefs  of  his  own  charader.  His  parafites,  from 
interefted  motives,  kept  alive  the  delufion,  and  he 
meditated  freih  projects  for  attaining  the  end  of  his 
ambition.  • 
Orleins  It  foofl  became  neceiTary  that  Orleans  fliould 

projeas  a  make  a  vigorous  effort  to  ndfe  himfelf  by  the  de- 
^^rtcy"'  bafement  of  the  king,  or  relinquifli  all  the  projeds 
he  had  fo  long  entertsuned*  The  royal  family  had, 
fince  their  amval  in  Paris,  performed  an  ad  of  ho- 
nourable charity,  at  the  exprefs  requeft  of  the 
queen,  which  promifed  to  efface  every  impreflion 
made  to  her  difadvantage,  and  put  her  in  poffeilion 
of  the  full  love  and  efteem  of  the  nation.  This 
wa«  a  voluntary  donation  from  the  privy  purfe  of 
money  fuffldent  to  redeem  from  the  hands  of  pawn- 
brokers all  body  linen,  and  neceffary  wearing  ap-^ 
parel,  pledged  for  any  fum  not  exceeding  a  Louis-' 
d^or.  To  counterad  tne  faivourable  impreffions  thus 
excited,  the  ufual  means  were  reforted  to.  The 
report  of  the  king  having  intended  to  fly  to  Metz, 
and  levy  war  againft  the  adflfembly,  the  orgies  of  the 
gardes  du  corps ^  and  all  the  fcandals  which  owed 
their  origin  to  the  malignant  fpirits  of  the  f&lais 
royal^  were  renewed,  and  circulated  with  increafed 
diligence*  The  plenty  which  had  fuddenly  glad- 
dened the  capital  at  the  king's  arrival,  as  fuddenly 
difappeared.  New  clamours  were  every  where 
excited,  and  St.  Huruge  and  the  garden  orators  of 
the  falais  rovalj  were  indefatigable  in  their  efforts  to 
excite  fedition.  The  bakers'  fhops  were  befieged 
all  night  and  every  morning  by  a  clamorous  and 
flarvins  multitude,  and  many  experienced  a  total 
want  of  the  firft  necefiary  of  life.    The  meeting  of 
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the  national  aflembly  at  Paris,  was  with  a  ridiculous 
precipitancy  fixed  for  the  19th,  though  no  building 
was  ready  for  th^r  reception,  and  they  were  finally 
obliged  to  meet  in  the  cathedral.  Houfes  were 
marked  with  red,  black,  and  white  chalk,  denoting 
relpeftively  an  intended  murder,  pillage,  or  buril* 
ing,  thefe  were  particularly  applied  to  the  dwellings 
of  the  members  of  the  committee  of  fubfiftence, 
the  principal  officers  of  the  national  guard,  and  the 
farmers-general.  ^     ... 

All  thefe  indications  of  a  projefled  infurreAion  Condua 
could  not  efcape  the  attention  of  la  Fayette  and?f'* 
Bailly,  whom  the  late  dreadful  cataftrophe  had  ren-  *^^ 
dered  more  circumfpeA.  They  exerted  themfelves 
with  uncommon  vigour  to  caufe  a  proper  fupply 
and  regular  diftribution  of  bread,  and  la  Fayette  in 
particular  obtained  full  proofs  of  the  confpiracies^ 
and  infidious  manoeuvres  of  the  duke.  Thus  fur- 
nifhed,  he  repaired  to  the  Tuilleries,  and  entered 
into  confultation  with  the  king,  who,  on  this  occa- 
iion,  diiplayed  his  ufual  good  fenfe  and  moderation. 
Had  the  love  of  vengeance  pofleffed  a  place  in  his 
breaft,  he  could  now  have  indulged  it  with  perfed 
fecurity,  but  he  confidered  the  general  good  of  his 
fubjeds,  and  finding  by  the  papers  laid  before  him 
by  the  general,  that  Orleans  alone  could  open  the  ^ 
warehoufes  where  grain  was  depofited,  he  refolved 
on  the  more  moderate  and  prudent  meafures  which 
were  afterwards  adopted.  Montmorin,  the  minifter, 
requefted  Orleans  to  call  at  his  houfe  at  an  early  hour 
in  the  morning*  The  duke  was  prepared  for  the  fub- 
je£):  of  the  converfation,  by  an  intimation  purpofely 
given  by  the  duchefs  of  Coigni,  and  attended  at  fix 
o'clock.  He  anfwered  the  accufations  brought  againft 
him  by  the  minifter  with  the  readinefs  of  a  man  re- 
folved to  make  no  confeflion  injurious  to  himfelf,  and 
with  the  haughty  fpirit  of  an  innocent  prince  unjufUy 
accufed.  He  continued  in  this  flrain  till  la  Fayette 
burft  from  a  clofet  whercf  he  was  concealed,  and 
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laying  open  all  his  treacheries,  afked  what  he  had 
to  offer  aeaind  the  proofs  depofited  in  the  hands  of 
the  king  r  Orleans,  confcious  that  he  had  merited 
peculiar   feverity  from   the  general,   attempted   to 
ftammer  out   fome'  incoherent  accounts,   but  fuc- 
ceeded  fo  ill,  that  la  Fayette,  giving  way  to  indigna- 
tion, attempted  to  ilrike  him,  but   miffed  his   aim 
by   the  duke  retreating,  and  fainting  away  in  an 
arm  chain     When  he  came  to  himfelf  he  was  di- 
rected to  wait  on  the  king,  and  to  obey  his  orders 
•as   he  valued  iiis  life  "^^      His   majefty,  after  fome 
mild  though  pointed  obfervations  on  his  condudl, 
voluntarily    forgave   him,   but    exafted    a   folemn 
promife  that  he    fliould   without   delay   repair  to 
England,  and  from  thence  iflue  orders  for  an  imme- 
diate fupply  of  corn  for  his  country  ^. 
i6th  oa.       When  Orleans  communicated  thefe  eYe);ii:s  to  his 
S!pam*for  aflbciates,  together  with  his  refolution  to  adhere  to 
lii&gUnd.   his  promife,   they  were  thunderftruck*      They  at- 
tempted to  {hake  his  determination  by  every  fug- 
geftion  and  every  argument  in  their  power,  but  in 
vain^     His  paflports  were  expedited,  and  his  pemuf- 
fion  to  depart  obtained  from  the  aflembly,  although 
Mirabeau   obferved   that  a   million  of  fo   fecret  a 
nature   refembled    a    Icttre  de  cacbety    and   made 
pointed  aliufions  to  the  imperious  deportment  of  ht^ 

*  TTie  circumftances  heie  rtlnred  are  rakrn  from  Monfjoye ;  thef 
are  not  fo  ciicumfbntialiy  detailed  by  any  oihtr  writer,  though  many 
authors  agree  that  la  Fayette  compelled  him  to  leave  France;  and 
bint  that  the  ineiht)ds  employed  were  the  reverfe  <  f  gentleneff  and  per* 
ftiafion  See  Mooic's  View,  vol  ii  p.  64.*  ^ages,  vol.  i«  p.  363^ 
Bouille*8  Mtmoirs,  p.  9S  Orleans  himfelf  Oates  that  he  had  an  in* 
tervicw  with  |a  Fayette,  in  which  the  general  told  him,  that  his  ab- 
fence  would  be  conducive  to  the  welfare  and  trHpquiility  of  France. 
Expof^  de  la  Conduite  de  M.  le  due  d*Orleans,  Ke.lige  par  lui  inemey 

p.  19-    . 

y  This  mode  of  proceeding  is  })erfeflly  conHAent  with  the  lcing*s 
charaiUr  for  clemency ,  and  his  rigid  adherence  to  a  given  promiie 
may  contribute  to  account  for  the  facility  «ith  which  the  exculpatory 
ffFoit?  o(  Orleans  were  alterwards  leceived  by  the  aflfembly^  and  the 
<iueen*s  refufal  to  give  e\tdcnce  when  requiied  by  the  commi^iooers  of 
the  Chatelet. 

Fayette. 
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Fayette.  Orleans  refifted  every  propofal  of  his 
friends  to  incite  a  popular  tumult,  or  to  enter  a 
proteft  with  the  affembly,  and  left  Paris  three  day* 
before  the  intended  explofion.  It  it  not  impoffible 
that  the  beams  of  virtue  emanating  from  the  king, 
might  kijidle  fome  congenial  fentiment  in  the  bofom 
of  Orleans,  but  as  la  Fayette  was  conflantly  urging 
his  departure,  it  is  more  probable  that  fear  alone 
occasioned  his  fidelity  to  his  promife.  His  fubfe- 
quent  conduft  affords  no  light  pn  the  fubjefl:,  for 
though  he  performed  the  real  objeft  of  his  miffion 
with  fo  much  exadnefs,  that  in  lefs  than  a  month 
after  his  departure  bread  was  plentiful  and  cheap  in 
Paris,  yet,  contrary  to  the  ufual  effefts  of  com- 
punction, he  afterwards  perfevered  in  the  fame 
meafures  as  before.  At  Boulogne  a  flight  attempt 
was  made  to  flop  his  departure  by  an  infurreftion  of 
the  people,  but  without  effedl :  a  deputation  was 
lent  from  Boulogne,  and  the  prefident  a£ling  extra- 
officially,  in  the  name  of  the  aflembly,  confirmed 
the  permiffion  given  for  the  duke  to  depart.  Du- 
mouriez  aflerts  that  this  million  to  England  was 
in  confequence  of  an  intrigue  of  the  minifter, 
Montmorin,  who  wifhed  to  induce  Orleans  to  abfent 
himfelf  from  France,  and  to  effeft  that  purpofe, 
infpired  him  with  a  wifh  to  become  duke  of  Bra* 
bant  *•,  But  the  authority  of  Dumouriez  on  the 
fubje£t  of  Orleans  is  very  queftionable,  and  the 
fcheme  here  imputed  to  him  utterly  improbable. 
He  was  never  fo  much  in  habits  of  intimacy  with 
Montmorin  as  to  be  open  to  his  efforts  of  intrigue ; 
and  his  p\ans  refpe£ting  the  French  monarchy  wer^ 
too  extenfive,  and  had  involved  him  in  a  connedioa 
too  complicated  to  admit  of  his  forming  a  new 
engagement.  If  he  had  entertained  fuch  views, 
England  was  almofl  the  worft  fpot  on  the  face  of 
globe  he  could  have  repaired  to  for  countenance  or 

*  Life  of  Dmi]««riefi  vol.  ii.  p«  loo. 
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affiftance,  in  a  plan  to  excite  infurreftion  and  di& 
member  the  empire  \ 

His  reception  affords  the  bed  refutation  of  fuch 
a  report.  He  was  prefented  at  court,  but  hardly, 
according  to  the  befl*  authenticated  reports,  ho* 
noured  with  any  notice  by  the  auguft  and  virtuous 
perfpnages  who  fill  the  throne.  Their  known  at- 
tachment to  principles  and  modes  of  conduft  d]a« 
metrically  oppofite  to  his,  their  love  of  virtue,  and 
conftant  pradice  of  religion  and  morality,  occa- 
fioned  that  coolnefs  which  prevented  his  frequent 
vifits  at  St.  James's.  His  debafed  manners,  his 
tafte  for  grofs  licentioufnefs  and  vulgar  revelry, 
foon  took  away  the  refpefk  his  birth  and  fortune 
tnfpired.  He  was  never  eafy  within  himfelf ;  the 
tmmenfe  projefts  in  which  he  was  engaged  rendered 
him  reftlefs,  and  he  hurried  through  the  various 
rounds  of  pleafure,  fnatching  at  every  one  with  a 
greedy  hand,  yet  incapable  of  relifhing  what  he 
lought  with  fo  much  avidity.  The  turf,  the  gaming- 
tabie,  the  bottle,  and  the  brothel,  engaged  him  by 
turns ;  at  each  of  thefe  fcenes,  where  refinement 
is  capable  of  diminiihing  the  opprobium  of  purfuit, 
he,  like  a  harpy,  wzs  greedy  of  all,  and  difgufled 
every  body  :  Men  of  refinement  fhunned  him,  and 
lofmg  that  extenfive  adulation  and  public  accla« 
mation  he  had  received  in  his  ovm  country,  his 
time  foon  became  irkfome,  and  he  was  im- 
patient to  revifit  thofe  fcenes  in  which  his  heart 
was  fo  much  engaged,  and  all  his  hopes  concent 
tered. 


^  On  his  own  trials  Orleans  gave  fucb  an  account  of  this  jolirncy 
at  renders  it  altnoft  certain  that  it  had  no  |K>litical  obje^.  Hefiiid  he 
had  letters  for  Mr.  Pitr,  which  he  delivered ;  and  that  as  he  was  very 
intimate  with  the  oppofitioi^^partyy  he  was  employed  to  prefcrve  peace 
with  England.  Proces  des  BonrbonSi  vol.  iii.  p.  164.  In  his  own 
*^  account  of  his  condoA,**  Orleans  ftates  that  he  was  intniAed  with 
an  important  miflion,  but  does  not  fpecify  its  nature  or  extent.  Set 
Expoie  de  la  Coaduitc,  &c.  p»  a6. 
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The  duke's  party  in  France  were  too  much  in-  1790. 
terefted  in  his  continuing  the  part  of  a  coufpirator,  ^xemoot 
to  permit  him  to  relinquiih  it  from  defpair  of  ul*  ^artyt 
timate  fuccefs.  They  did  not  abate  their  diligence, 
though  their  taik  was  rendered  much  more  difficult 
by  his  abfence,  and  by  other  drcumftances.  The 
prefence  of  a  chief,  however  weak,  vacillating,  and 
uncertain  he  may  be,  is  the  foul  of  a  confpiracy ; 
lb  long  as  he  can  be  reforted  to,  and  perfonally 
give  directions,  there  is  an  order,  a  method,  a  fpirit 
m  the  proceedings,  which  in  his  abfence  they  ne-* 
ceiTarily  want.  But,  in  the  prefent  cafe,  the  fears 
of  the  £3i£tion  had  a  different  fource,  they  appre- 
hended a  reflux  of  the  public  opinion  in  nivour  of 
the  royal  family.  They  renewed  their  intrigues 
and  caluQinies,  but  they  were  not  always  attended 
with  effeA,  for  the  people  of  Paris  being  relieved 
from  the  fear  of  famine,  and  not  under  the  in- 
fluence of  accuftomed  inftigation,  did  not  fo  readily 
adopt  the  pernicious  proje&s  of  the  confpirators. 
La  Fayette,  aduated  by  vanity  and  imprudence,  un- 
intentionally aflifted  the  Orleanifts  by  his  unne- 
cei&ry  cruelty  to  the  royal  prifoners,  and  by  his 
jealous  vigilance,  and  unmanly  perfecution  of  every 
one  who  feemed  warmly  attached  to  their  caufe. 

At  length  the  imprudence  of  la  Fayette  and  Jane. 
Bailly  led  them  to  projed  the  confederadon.  The  Hitretttm, 
fcheme  of  aflembling  fo  many  armed  men  from  the 
provinces  at  Paris,  afforded  an  opportunity  the 
confpirators  could  not  overlook  of  trying  by  means 
of  infurre^on  to  forward  their  plans.  They  la- 
mented the  abfence  of  their  chief,  as  an  irreparable 
obftade,  and  exerted  all  their  manoeuvres  to  ac- 
celerate his  return.  La  Fayette,  on  the  other  hand, 
oppofed  it,  but  in  that  inconfiderate  manner  which 
marked  mod  of  his  proceedings.  Inftead  of  apply- 
ing dire£Uy  to  the  king  for  his  interference,  he, 
by  his  own  authority,  fent  an  aid-de-camp  who 
waited  on  the  duke,  requiring  him  to  continue  in 

London. 
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London.      This    inexpert    agent  had  the  folly  to 
commit  thefe  orders  to  writing  and  leave  it  in  the 
duke's  hands.     He  immediately  wrote  to  his  chan- 
cellor, who  was  a  member  of  the  aiTembly,  to  lay 
thefe  fafts,  together  with  his  defire  to  take  the  civic 
oath,  and  be  prefent  at  the  intended  ceremony  be- 
fore the  legiilative  body,  and  move  for  his  recall. 
The  favourable  reception  of  this  morion  was  faci- 
litated and  increafed  by  a  pamphlet  publiihed  at  the 
time,  and  pretended   to  be   written    by   himfelf, 
called  "  a  Narrative  of  the  Conduft  of  the  Duke 
*'  of  Orleans,    during    the  French    Revolution." 
La  Fayette,  deteded  in  his  ihallow  politics,  had  no 
oppofition  to  make  to  the  motion  of  the  count  de  la 
Touche,  he  afFefted  to  explain  away  the  miilion  of 
M.  Boinville,  his  aid-de-camp,  but  the  duke's  recall 
11th  July,  was   decreed.     He  arrived  in  Paris  and  took  the 
^rrive*  in  ^ivic  oath,  but  the  Ihortnefs  of  the  time,  the  prefs  of 
bufinefs,  and  the  good  difpofition  of  the  jfederes^  did 
not  aCc'^d  him  an  opportunity  of  trying  the  fuccefs 
of  any   ichcnes.     The    confederation   day  paifed, 
contrary  to  his  wifhes,  and  to  the  fears  of  many, 
151I1.     without  the  fmalleft  popular  commotion.      He  gave 
a  public   dinner  the   next  day  in  the   hall  of  the 
falais  royalj  at   which   fome  attempts  were  made 
in  his  favour,  but  without  fuccefs. 
Proceed-       During  the  abfence  of  Orleans,  the  aflembly, 
ingx  »n  the  under   the  influence  of  his   faftion,   had  referred 
*  Mounier*s  denunciation  of  the  tranfaftions  of  the 
5th  and  6th  of  Oftober,  to  the  Chatelet ;   hopmg, 
by  their  ordinary  means  of  bribery  and  terror,  and 
by  the  agency  of  their  friends,  to  prevent  ferious  in- 
quiry.    To  render  the  efforts  of  this  court  abortive, 
they  limited  their  inftruftions  to  the  night  of  the 
5th  of  Oftober,  denying  them  the  means  of  inquir* 
ing  into  the  caufes  of  the  infurreftion  in  the  morn- 
ing, or  any  of  the  events  of  that  day,  prior  to  the 
arrival  of  la  Fayette  and  the  national  guards  at  Ver- 
failles.    Their  view  appears  to  have  been,  either  to 
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involve  the  whole  tranfaSion  in  impenetrable  ob- 
fcurity,  or  to  throw  the  odium  of  it  on  the  general. 
The  committee  in  the  aflembly  furniflied  very  few 
proofs,  and  thofe  of  the  mod  vague  defcription  ; 
and  every  engine  was  employed  to  induce  the  court 
to  acquit  the  parties  implicated.  The  judges  of  the 
Chatelet  proceeded  in  the  execution  of  their  duty 
with  great  fteadinefs,  fecrecy,  and  patience.  They 
applied  to  the  committee  for  more  proofs  ;  which 
being  delayed,  they  exerted  themfelves  to  make  fuch 
difcoveries  as  (hould  enable  them  to  form  a  true 
report.  They  were  about  to  have  reported  on  the 
fubjeft,  when  the  duke's  party,  having  gained  in- 
telligence of  the  fpirit  of  their  proceedings,  wrote  to 
him  in  England  for  inftruftions ;  and,  in  confe- 
quence  of  his  anfwer,  employed  all  mean^  in  their 
power  to  procure  delay.  They  caufed  the  munici- 
pality to  prefent  to  the  court  feventy-five  additional 
proofs ;  which  protracted  the  inquiry  till  Orleans 
had  obtained  permiffion  to  return  to  France.  The  7th  Aof, 
court  at  length,  in  fpite  of  menaces,  intrigues,  and 
flanders,  prefented  at  the  bar  of  the  aflembly  a  re- 
port of  the  evidence  they  had  collefted,  accom- 
panied with  a  declaration,  that  it  involved  in  a 
charge  of  guilt  two  members  of  that  body.  The 
faftion  had  the  addrefs  to  get  the  report  of  the  Cha- 
telet referred  to  a  committee,  in  which  a  perfon  en- 
tirely devoted  to  them  had  the  charge  of  abridging  it 
for  the  ufe  of  the  members ;  and  he  fucceeded  fo 
well  in  felfifying  the  evidence  prefented,  in  placing 
in  a  falfe  light  the  fafts  advanced,  and  in  recurring  to 
ihp  orgies  of  the  gardes  du  corps ^  &c.  that  a  decree  was  td  Oft. 
^cafily  obtained,  importing  that  there  was  no  ground 
of  accufation  againll  the  parties.  A  fpeech  in  favour 
of  Orleans  was  pronounced  in  the  tribune  by  the  due 
de  Biron,  who  promifed,  in  the  name  of  his  friend, 
a  full  explanation  of  his  whole  conduA.  This  pro- 
.  mife  he  himfelf  repeated  the  next  day,  profefling  a 
w|lh  to  clear  himfelf  fron»  every  fufpicion  ;    but  he 
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performed  his  undertaking  in  a  very  imperfe£l  man- 
ner, by  an  apology  in  the  form  of  a  memoire  i  con^ 
fulter^  or  cafe,  to  which  was  annexed  the  opinion  of 
two  obfcure  advocates,  Horn  and  Rozier  **.  It  was 
anfwered  by  Malouet,  and  fell  into  deferved  dil^ 
regard. 
Exertions  The  proceedings  of  the  Chatelet  did  not  fo  much 
of  Orickn*  Q^^^^py  jjje  mind  of  Orleans,  as  to  prevent  his  trying 
many  plans  to  counteraft  the  growing  popularity  of 
the  king  and  queen,  and  to  further  the  ultimate  fuc- 
cefs  of  his  ambitious  views.  On  his  return  from 
England,,  he  foon  found  his  party  ftronger  than 
ever  *" ;  but  la  Fayette  being  commander  of  the  na- 
tional guard,  and  Bailly  mayor  of  Paris,  were  infur- 
mountable  obflacles  to  the  exertion  of  his  two  fa- 
vourite means  of  fuccefs,  riot  and  famine.  He  la^ 
boured  therefore  with  great  afliduity  to  obtain  their 
difmiilion  ^  to  bring  undeferved  odium  on  every  a£k 
of  the  royal  prifoners,  and  to  render  their  fituation 
as  irkfome  as  poflible,  in  order  to  produce  fome 
zQl  which  might  make  them  quit  the  kingdom,  or 
expofe  them  to  the  violence  of  the  populace.  In 
the  provinces  feveral  infurre^ons  and  difturbances 
took  place ;  and  the  inflammable  mob  of  Paris  were 
ready  on  every  occafion,  when  not  reftrained  by 
fear,  to  rife  in  arms  and  commit  violence.  They 
were  furnifhed  with  pikes  at  the  expence  of  Orleans^ 
which  were,  for  that  reafon,  according  to  the 
punning  genius  of  the  French  nation,  denominated 
FA.  1791.  Philip-fiques  *.  Santerre  difciplined  the  mob  of  the 
fatufbimrg  St^Antoine,  in  hopes,  by  their  means, 

^  It  is  tranflated  into  Engliflit  und  forms  an  ofiavo  pamphlet  of 
tighty-threc  pages,  publiihed  byStockdale,  1790. 

«  Bouiil^'s  Memoirs,  p.  I66,  '  Idem,  p.  s4i.  syo. 

•  Hiftorical  EfTay  on  the  Ambition  and  Conqueftsof  Fnuoce,  p.  s]4« 
Montjoye  alfb  relates,  tint  %  caricarare  print  was  poblifhed^  reprtf* 
lenting  the  king  and  the  duke  of  Orleans  playing  at  piquet  for  die 
crown.  This  emblem  of  royalty  was  flipping  from  the  kinj2>  bead  | 
and  on  a  label  which  procecclcd  fiom  his  mouth  werethcle  words  1 
*<  J*ai  ecajn^  let  coeurs }  il  a  pour  lui  les  piques,  U  j*ai  perdu  U 


«•  panic.*' 
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to  wreft  from  la  Fayette  the  command  of  the  na« 
tional  guard,  and  aftually  ventured  to  oppofe  him- 
felf  to  the  general  in  the  affair  at  Vincennes  \ 

The  king's  unfortunate  attempt  to  efcape  from     June, 
the  cuftody  of  his  perfecutors  gave  a  great  afcend-  ^^^,  ®^, 
ancy  to  the  duke*s  party.     At  firft  it  was  fuppofed  fiight  "*  * 
that,  on  the  king's  leaving  the  realm,  a  regency 
would  be  appointed  ;   and  as  Monfieur  had  quitted 
the  kingdom,  the  conflitution  pointed  out  Orleans 
as  regent.     That  he  might  not  appear  deiirous  of 
attaining  this  fituation,  he  addreffed  a  letter  to  all 
the  journalifts,  in  which  he  folemnly  renounced  the 
right  given  him  by  the  conftitution  to  exped  the 
regency.     This  letter  is  written  with  confiderable 
art,  for  while  he  makes  this  pretended  renunciation^ 
he  alludes  in  pompous  terms  to  his  zeal  for  the 
public,  and  his  iacrifices  in  the  caufe  of  liberty  K 
The  moderation  thus  difplayed  was  merely  afiefbedy 
for  if  the  aflembly  had  decreed  that  he  fliould  be 
regent,  which,  from  the  afcendancy  of  his  party, 
there  was  every  reafon  tofuppofe,  he  could  not  have 
refilled  their  decifion.      On  the  king's  return  to 
Paris,  Orleans  was  obferved  in  a  circle  of  deputies, 
a  gay  fpe£tator  of  the  melancholy  fcene  ^«    During 
the  king's  fufpenfion,  the  queftion  of  abdication 
and  trial  was  prefled  in  the  affembly  with  all  the 
zeal  and  power  of  his  party.    The  affembly,  to 
avoid  the  grofs  term  decbiancej  forfeiture,  ufed  that 
of  dejlitutimj  privation ;  but  in  the  Jacobin  dub^ 
then  the  fenate  of  the  Orleaniils,  the  matter  wa^ 
treated  .without  ceremony  or  circumlocution.    At 
that  period,  the  project  of  a  republic  w^  firft  openly 
avowed  in  France ;  but  many  who  affe£led  to  fup- 
port  it, were  clandeftinely  promoting  the  advance- 
ment of  their  patron,  by  femiliarizing  the  people  to 
the  ezpedation  of  dethroning  the  monarch.    In  all 

f  See  LA  Fatbtts.    BomlI^*t  Memoirs,  p.  199. 

%  See  Anecdoies  du  Re^ne  die  Louis  XVI,  voi,  vi,  p.  »36« 

^  Moere^t  Viewp  vaK  ii.  p.  3689 
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probability  the  views  of  the  party  would  have  heax 
crowned  with  fuccefs  thus  for; — the  king  would 
have  been  depofed,  and  the  duke  conftituted  regent 
during  the  minority  of  the  dauphin,  but  for  the  fe- 
ceflion  of  fome  principal   leaders   of  his  fadioiu 
Barnave  unexpeftedly  afTumed  the  defence  of  the 
king,  and,  affifted  by  the  royalifts,  prevailed  on  the 
affembly  to  decree  the  completion  of  the  conftitution 
Diftp-       in  the  form  originally  intended '.     The  party  had 
pointmcnt  j^ade  thcmfelves  fo  fure  of  a  complete  viftory,  that 
'  they  had  neglefted  their  ufual  precautions  of  packed 
tribunes   and   a  hired  mob.      Robefpierre  was  fo 
aftoniflied  and  enraged  at  this  unexpefted  event, 
that  he  ran  about  the  ftreets  like  a  madman,  ex- 
claiming to  the  people,  "  My  friends,  all  is  loft  -,  the 
**  king  is  to  be  reftored  ^" 
17th  July.      Baffled  in  their  expeftations  from  the  aflembly, 
inthe"^     the  faftiou   endeavoured  to  carry  their  point  by 
Champ  dc  mcans  of.  the  populace.     They  prepared  a  petition 
^*"*       that  very  night,  to  be  figned  oft  the  altar  of  the  con- 
federation in  the  Champ  de  Mars  the  next  morning. 
The  mob  affembled,  and  began  by  njurdering  a  hair- 
dreifer  and  an  invalid,  whofe  heads  they  fluck  oi^ 
pikes,  and  carried  to  the  palah  royaL     The  mem- 
bers, the  Cordeliers,  ot  focieti  fraternelle^  inflamed 
the  populace  with  declamations  and  hand-bills  of 
the  moft  atrocious  defcription.     After  feveral  mef- 
fages  from  la  Fayette  and  Bailly,  requiring  the  m6b 
to  difperfe,   military  law  wa$  proclaimed  and  ex- 
ecuted '•      The  conftitution  was    revifed  and  ac« 
cepted  by  the  king,  and  the  aflembly  diflblved. 
99ih  Not.       According  to  the  requifition  of  the  new  conftitu- 
fieaed      ^^^»  ^^  Fayette  refigned  the  command  of  the  na^ 
nayor.      tional  guard,  and  Bailly  the  mayoralty  of  Paris. 
This  revived  the  hopes  of  Orleans,  that  by  procur- 
ing that  office  for  a  creature  of  his  own,  ne  fliould 


t  See^^B  KiHQ,  Sec.  ^  8c€  ROBIiVxlltRl. 
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ftgaiA  be  kblc,  by  a  monopoly  of  grain,  to  influence 
the  city,  and,  through  it,  the  whole  kingdom.  Pe- 
tion  was  elefled  ;  but  the  duke's  views  with  refpeft 
to  a  monopoly  were  totally  fruftrated  by  Bailly,  who 
caufed  the  care  of  the  provifions  of  the  capital  to  be 
vefted  in  the  adminiftrators  of  the  department. 

The  new  aflembly,  deftitute  of  the  experience  fitting  of 
and  talents  which  had  been  the  portion  of  their  pre-  |at%e?rr 
deceflbrs,  were  delivered  up  to  a  faction  compofed  rembiy. 
of  editors  of  newfpapers,  pamphleteers,  and  other 
labourers  in  the  lower  branches  of  literature,  who 
had  been  fupported  by,  and  were  (till  in  the  pay  of 
the  duke.     Amongft  thefe  were  the  moft  rancorous 
enemies  of  the  kmg,  on  whom  they  immediately 
commenced  an  attack;   but  the  mildnefs   of  his 
temper,  and  the  refolution  be  had  formed  to  abide 
by  the  conftitution,  which  was  the  obje£k  of  bis 
daily  ftudy,  rendered  their  meafures  abortive. 

The  peace  of  Europe  was  incompatible  with  the  Orletnt 
views  of  the  new  demagogues,  who  were  refolved  to  "»?^*^- 
procure  a  declaration  of  war  againft  the  emperor* 
Orleans,  through  the  influence  of  Thevenard,  mi* 
nifter  of  marine,  who  hoped  to  conciliate  the  new 
aflembly,  had  been  promoted  to  the  rank  of  ad- 
miral \  This  promotion  it  was  fuppofed  would  be 
the  more  acceptable,  as  he  had  before  folicited  a  mi- 
litary command,  without  fuccefs  ''•  The  infubordi- 
nation  of  the  navy  was  fuch,  that  mofl  of  the  officers 
promoted  at  the  fame  time  reflgned ;  Orleans  and 
d'Eftaing  alone  retained  the  rank  afligned  to  them  \ 

At  this  period,  Orleans  feems  to  have  been  fen-  Hitdefin 
.  fible  of  the  impolicy  of  his  conduft :  he  faw  the  of  recon- 
fpirit  of  republicanilm  beginning  to  rife,  and  would  SSI^ 
have  been  happy  to  compromife  his  hopes  of  ag-  king, 
grandifement,  for  an  honourabsk  promotion  and 
ceitain  fafety.     His  condud  on  this  occafion  is  fo 

'^  Bertrand's  Memoirs^  vol.i.  p.  fti9. 

<>  Anecdotes  du  Regne  de  Louis  XVI.  toI.  vi.  p.  «)<>. 

*  Bertrand's  Mltanoirsy  vol.  i.  p.  jio. 
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temarkable,  that  I  fliall  not  in  the  narrative  alter  t 
vford  from  Bertrand ',  who  gives  it  as  a  party  im« 
mediately  concerned,  and  as  an  eye-witnefs.-— 
^^  The  duke  of  Orleans  was  not  fatisfied  with  writ- 
ing to  me,  that  he  had  accepted  the  rank  of  ad- 
miral ;  he  likewife  paid  me  a  vifit,  and  amongft 
^  other  matters,  he  aflured  me  that  he  fet  u\c 
^^  higher  value  upon  the  favour  which  the  king 
*^  had  conferred  on  him,  becaufe  it  gave  him  the 
*^  means  of  convincing  his  majefty  how  much  his 
*^  fentiments  had  been  calumniated.  This  decla- 
^*  ration  was  made  with  an  air  of  opennefs  and  fm- 
^  cerity,  and  accompanied  with  the  warmed  pro- 
•*  teftations  of  loyalty.  I  am  very  unfortunate, 
^^  (faid  he,)  without  deferving  to  be  fo  ;  a  thoufiud 
^^  atrocities  have  been  laid  to  my  charge,  of  which 
*^  I  am  completely  innocent.  I  have  been  fuppofed 
^^  guilty  by  many  men,  becaufe  I  have  difdained  to 
**  enter  into  any  juftification  of  myfelf  from  crimes 
"  of  which  I  have  a  real  horror.  You  are  the  firft 
*'  minifter  to  whom  I  ever  faid  as  much,  becaufe 
you  are  the  6nly  one  whofe  chara£lej  ever  in- 
fpired  me  with  confidence :  you  will  foon  have 
an  opportunity  of  judging  whether  my  conduft 
gives  the  lie  to  my  words.— He  pronounced  thefe 
•*  laft  words  with  a  voice  and  manner  which  con- 
^^  vinced  me  he  meant  them  as  an  anfwer  to  the 
*•  air  of  incredulity  with  which  I  lidened  to  him. 
*^  I  anfwered  him,  that  I  was  fo  much  afraid  of 
**  weakening  the  force  of  his  expreflions  m  rcport- 
^'  ing  them  to  the  king,  as  he  deflred  I  fhould,  that 
^*  I  begged  of  him  to  deliver  them  himfelf  to  his 
^^  majeiW.  He  replied,  that  it  was  precifely  what 
'^^  he  wimed ;  and  that  if  he  could  flatter  himfelf 
^'  that  the  king  would  receive  him,  he  would  go  to 
<«  the  court  the  next  day.  I  gave  his  majefty  an 
^  account,  the  fame  evening  at  the  council,  of  the 

P  Bertrand*!. Memoiri,  foUl.  p.  310. 
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^'  vifit  I  had  received  from  the  duke  of  Orleans, 
^  and  all  that  had  pafled  ;  adding,  that  I  could  not, 
^  help  being  convinced  of  the  fincerity  of  his  prOf^ 
^  feffions.  The  king  refolved  to  receive  him ;  and 
^  the  following  day  had  a  converfadon  with  turn  of 
^  more  than  half  an  hour,  with  which  his  majeftv 
"  appeared  to  be  well  fatisfied. — I  am  of  your  opi- 
<<  nion  (laid  he  to  me)  th^  be  returns  to  us  with 
^*  fincerky ;  and  that  he  will  do  all  that  depends 
^'  on  him  to  repair  the  miibhiefs  which  have  been 
'^  committed  in  his  name,  and  in  ^ich  very  pof- 
^^  fibly  he  has  not  had  fo  great  a  fliare  as  we  have 
^'  fufpeded^ — The  following  Sunday  the  duke  of 
^<  Orleans  came  to  the  king's  levee,  where  he  met 
^  with  the  moft  mordfymg  recepdon  from  th^ 
<<  courders,  who  were  ignorant  of  what  had  palfed) 
^'  and  from  the  royalifts,  who  ufually  came  on  thac 
<<  day  to  pay  their  court  to  the  royal  family.  They 
^  prefled  round  him,  treading  defignedly  upon  his 
^'  toes,  and  pufhing  him  towards  the  door.  When 
'^  he  went  into  the  queen's  apartment,  where  the 
«  cloth  was  already  laid,  as  foon  as  he  appeared  they 
'^  cried  out  on  every  fide--*Let  nobody  approach 
«  the  diihes! — iniinuating  that  he  might  throw 
<<  poifon  into  them.  The  infulting  murmurs  which 
<<  bis  prefenc6  excited  forced  him  to  retire  without 
'<  feeing  any  of  the  royal  family.  He  was  purfued 
'^  to  the  top  of  the  ftairs,  and  as  he  was  going 
*'  down,  fome  fpit  over  the  ftaircafe  upon  hinu 
*^  He  haftened  out,  filled  with  rage  and  indignation, 
^'  and  convinced  that  the  king  and  queen  were  the 
<<  authors  of  thele  outrages ;  of  wluch  they  were 
^'  not  only  ignorant,  but  extremely  concerned 
"  when  they  were  informed  of  them.  From  that 
^^  moment  the  duke  of  Orleans  conceived  implof 
^  cable  hatred,  anid  vowed  vengeance  againft  the 
^  king  and  queen.  He  kept  his  oath  but  too 
^^  well.  I  happened  to  be  at  court  that  day,  and 
^  was  an  CTe-witne&  to  the  fcene  I  have  juft  re- 

8  3  r  lated.'^. 
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**  lated."  Thug  was  the  royftl  caufe  unmtenticn- 
ally  injured  by  the  royalifts,  whofe  condud  on  this 
occafion  demonftrates,  that  hi  from  having  fecret 
cabals  and  confpiracies,  they  did  not  even  maintain 
that  confidential  intercourfe  which  was  eflendal  to 
their  intereft. 
Jtc^in*  The  Orleanifts  and  republicans  in  the  aflembly 
mmtrj.  ^ij  perfevered  in  their  attacks  ;  they  forced  on  the 
king  an  adminiftration  compofed  of  Jacobins,  his 
moft  inveterate  foes.  They  pafled  feveral  deaees, 
by  virtue  of  which  he  was  required,  with  his  own 
hand,  to  inflid  the  fevered  wounds  on  fuch  of  his 
family  as  had  left  the  kingdom  ;  to  force  the  con- 
fcience  of  men  for  whom  he  had  the  fincereft  re- 
fped ;  and  to  furround  his  own  dwelling  with  a 
banditti  of  twenty  thoufand  murderers,  at  the  devo- 
tion  of  the  Jacobins.  To  thefe  decrees  he  oppofed 
the  fliield  with  which  the  conftitution  had  provided 
him,  the  veto.  They  endeavoured  to  impel  him  to 
a  firefii  flight,  by  affeded  kindnefs  in  reprefenting 
his  danger,  and  by  alarming  reports  of  the  popular 
fury  i  but  his  refolution  to  remain  expofed  to  all 
the  fury  of  his  enemies,  deflroyed  the  effed  of  thdr 
machinations, 
•othjone,      Fruftrated  in  all  thefe  fchemes,  the  Orleanifts 

Atuck  on  J'^c^^'^^d  ^o  ^^^  accuftomed  meafures  of  popular 

the  palace.  infurre£tio&«     They  took  advantage  of  the  exercife 

of  the  vetOj  and  the  difmiflion  of  the  minifters,  to 

raife  a  furious  mob,  whofe  delign  to  murder  the 

king  and  his  family  was  averted  by  the  fenfibiiity  of 

a  hired  populace  to  the  virtue  and  courage  of  thofe 

Timidity    they  Were  paid  to  deflroy.     Orleans  on  this  occa- 

^f Ofleant.  ^qq  afted  with  that  pufiUanimity  which  was  his 

chara£teri(lic,  and  which  always  prevented  the  fuc- 

cefs  of  his  fchemes.     Fearing  to  have  his  conduA 

again  fubmitted  to  the  judges  of  a  criminal  court, 

he  left  Paris  a  few  days  before  the  intended  aflault 

of  the  caftle,  and  went  into  the  country,  to  confult 

^th  the  chiefs  of  the  army  in  his  intereft^  on  the 

means 
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rtiems  of  fecuring  the  fruits  of  his  fuccefs.  The 
head  of  a  fadion,  fkulking  about  the  country  incogs 
nitOj  when  a  decifive  blow  is  about  to  be  (Irupk  in 
the  capital,  is  one  of  thofe  novelties  which  the  life 
of  this  weak  and  wicked  confpirator  alone  can 
afford.  In  the  courfe  of  his  excuriion  he  vifited 
Valenciennes.  Dumouriez  fays,  "  The  duke  of 
**  Orleans  made  his  appearance  at  Valenciennes^ 
*'  without  any  one  being  able  to  difcover  the  motive^ 
**  Biron  protected  this  deteftable  prince.  Du- 
**  mouriez  had  been  intimate  with  Biron  during 
**  twenty  years  ;  and  acquainted,  though  upon  rather 
**  cool  terms,  during  the  fame  period  with  the  duke  ; 
**  but  thenceforward  be  di/HnguiJhed  his  twofons^  who 
<«  were  very  unlike  their  unworthy  father  **.*'  Let  it  be 
recollei£ted,  that  wl^en  this  general  publifhe4  his  me* 
moir$,  Orleans  and  Biron  were  no  longer  in  exift- 
ence  to  contradid  him  ;  and  that  there  is  no  caufe 
aiSgned  why  he  chofe  that  particular  aera  to  diftin^ 
guim  his  two  fons,  and  a  proper  eftimate  may  be 
formed  of  the  candour  and  veracity  of  th^  general, 
and  the  extent  of  the  duke's  intrigues.  His  journey 
and  return  were  obferved,  and  excited  CQiijedure 
and  fufpicion  \ 

The  twentieth  of  June  not  having  produced  all  'o«h  Aog. 
the  effefts  ea^peft^d  by  the  confpirators,  a  new  in-  5  As'"^'! 
fyrrefUon  was  organifed,  which  fucceeded  to  thektog. 
utmolt  extent  of  their  hopes.     Though  in  the  refult 
of  this,  confpiracy  the  interefts  of  Orleans  were  not 
confidered,  he  was  very  inflrumental  in  preparing 
and  perfecting  it '.     It  is  even  faid  that  the  names» 
additions,  and  places  of  abode  of  thofe  who  were 
a^Uve  in  this  confpiracy,  were  precifely  the  fame 
with  thofe  who   i^'ere   employed  on  the    fifth  of 
Odober  1789^     Orleans,  however,  kept  as  ufual 

\  Life  of  Dnmoariez,  toI.  iii.  p.  f  3. 

^  Mercore  Francois,  N^  du  %%  Joitlet  i79»,  p.  ^77. 

■  FageSr  vol.  i.  p.  4.76. 

V  HiSoire  lit  la  Confpiration  du  10  Aoi)tt»  par  M.  Bigot  de  Ste. 
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fat  diftant  from  the  fcene  of  aftion " ;   and  his  pu-* 
lillanimity  is  faid  to  have  extended  to  his  banditti, 
•who  fled  at  the  firft  volley^.     Though  the  ven- 
geance of  Orleans  was  abundantly  gratified  by  the 
refult  of  this  day,  his  ambition  was  feVerely  morti- 
fied.    The  king  was  reduced  to  the  loweft  political" 
ebb,  deprived  of  his  guards,  fufpended,  imprifoned  ; 
but  the  people,  inftead  of  fliouting  Vive  d^Orleam  / 
.  had  learned  to  fhout  Vive  la  liberie  '  / 
»«?*•         In  confequence  of  the  king's  fufpenfion,  a  na* 
•nd  maf-   ^ional  convention  was  decreed ;   and  the  flatterers 
facrta»      of  Orleans,  or  thofe-interefted  to  prey  on  his  folly^ 
led  him  to  expeft  that  this  meafure  would  conduce 
to  a  full  and  fpeedy  attainment  of  all  his  wifhes. 
He  fpared  neither  money  nor  influence  to  procure 
thofe  perfons  to  be  •  returned  who  were  devoted  to 
him,  and  to  intimidate  and  deftroy  the  friends  of 
the  monarch  and  of  the  exifling  conftitution.     La 
Fayette  had  fled,  and  the  diforganifed  armies  were 
entirely  commanded  by  thofe  whom  Orleans  fup- 
pofed  to  be  his  creatures.     He  procured  the  arreft- 
ation  of  many  perfons  of  influence,  who  were  pre- 
fumed  to  poflefs  an  attachment  to  the  king  ;   and 
that  he  might  efFeftually  prevent  their  obftrufting 
his  proje£is,  he  directed,  or  at  leafl  fanflioned,  the 
»dSepc  horrible  maflacres  committed  in  the  prifons*.     In 
tbefe  tranfa£tions  his  avarice  as  well  as  his  ambi- 
tion found  a  gratification,  by  the  murder  of  his  ac- 
compliflied  relative  the  princeflfe  de  Lamballe,  which 
Orleans     he  is  faid  to  have  exprefsly  commanded  *•     He  pro- 
k^f  n™   cured  himfelf  to  be  returned  a  member  to  the  new 

■M  Dame.  •■t_  rT*i/«»  t-r^ 

convention  by  the  agency  of  Robefpierre  and  Dan- 
ton  }  and  to  prevent  all  prejudice  which  might  arife 

«  Pag^f)  vol.  i.  p.  47 1.  «  Louvet*s  Narrative^  pj  17. 

f  Feonel*8  Review,  p.  473. 

■  See  in  Gibbon's  Pofthumous  Works,  vol.  i.  a  very  interefttng 
letter,  defcribing  the  fate  of  feveral  TiAims  of  tbefe  maflacres,  and 
afcribine  the  organization  of  them  to  Orleans. 

•  Peltiers  late  PiAure  of  Paris^  vol.ii*  p.a6s.  3(2.  384.     See 
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from  his  nanie  exciting  a  recoUeftion  o£  his  af&nity 
to  the  royal  family,  he  wrote  to  the  commune  of 
F^ris,  renouncing  his  family  appellative,  alleging 
the  impurity  of  his  mother's  life  in  proof  that  he 
was  not  a  defcendant  of  the  Bourbons,  and  declar- 
ing that  he  was  the  fon  of  her  coachman.  He  re- 
quefled  of  the  commune  to  ailign  him  a  new  name, 
aind  they  conferred  what  they  termed  tbe  beautiful^ 
name  of  Egalitb  \ 

But  thefe  very  meafures  which  he  imagined  Defeats 
would  ftrengthen  his  interefl,  and  infallibly  give  ^  **'*  *^ 
fttccefs  to  his  projects,  fruftrated  his  views,  and 
produced  his  ruin.  With  his  ufual  propeniitr  to 
low  company,  and  the  difgufting  fsmiiiarity  of^  the 
refufe  of  mankind,  he  lavi(hed  his  favour  on  the 
moft  abandoned  and  worthlefs  of  his  partifans.  To 
the  utter  difeuft  of  the  men  of  letters  and  fuperior 
attainments  m  his  party,  he  was  always  furrounded 
by  fuch  wretches  as  Mar^t,  CoUot  d'Herbois, 
Clootz,  and  Chabot.  The  maifacres  of  September 
having  been  planned  and  executed  by  this  clafs  of 
his  followers,  and  they  alone  enriched  by  them, 
fome  others  of  his  needy  partifans  became  angry 
and  difgufted.  The  eagernefs  with  which  the  peo- 
ple now  received  the  abolition  6i  royalty,  fug- 
gefted  to  fome  the  hope  of  eftablifhing  a  federal  re- 
public, a  chimera  which  they  purfued  with  ardour. 
Thus  arofe  a  diviiion  amongft  his  friends,  which,  in 
the  end,  left  him  a  folitary  mark  for  the  firft  in- 
terefted  ufurper  to  ihoot  at.  Many  of  his  agents, 
in  faA,  as  foon  as  by  his  means  they  had  obtained 
independence,  and  even  luxury,  elevated  their 
views,  they  faw  the  folicicude  of  the  rabble  for  the 
downfal  of  royalty,  and  affected  to  fecond  it,  nay 
even  in  violation  of  known  truth,  pretended  to  have 
been  always  republicans.  To  the  defign  of  their 
adverlaries    of  forming  a  federal    republic,    they 

^  Moore^t  Journal^  ?ol.  i.p.4t9.    PUyfair*t  HiHorj  of  Jacobin- 
ifm,  p.  694. 
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oppofed  that  of  a  triumvirate  or  didatorfhip,  ^hich^ 
flattering  their  refpedive  views  and  ambition,  di- 
vorced them  ftill  more  effeftualiy  from  the  interefts 
of  their  patron.  The  firft  ftep  taken  by  the  con- 
vention was  to  decree  the  abolition  of  royalty  ;  this 
was  done  on  the  motion  of  Collot  d'Herbois,  with- 
out oppofition,  all  the  members  who  were  prefent 
vied  in  giving  this  proof  of  their  being  animated 
with  the  prevailing  fpirit. 
inHgiijfi'  At  this  period  the  unfortunate  and  worthlels 
the  con"  Egalit^  pcrdcved  the  inextricable  dilemma  into 
vention.  which  he  was  drawn.  The  king  was  depofed,  but 
royalty  was  abolifhed,  confequently  there  was  no 
probability  that  he  could  ever  be  regent.  Amongft 
other  popular  novelties,  mention  was  made  of  an 
agrarian  law,  a  fyftem  which  he  had  no  longer  fuffi- 
cient  power  to  counterafl,  and  to  which  his  remain* 
ing  property  was  a  moft  kiviting  bait^.  He  faw 
that  the  Gironde,  except  a  few  individuals,  who 
were  fecretly  his  friends,  hated  him,  and  th^t  hi$ 
o^oi  worthlefs  confederates,  the  Mountain,  4^? 
frauded  and  betrayed  him.  Their  rapacity  drove 
him  to  the  moft  fcandalous  expedients  to  raife 
money,  and  inftead  of  a  throne  he  faw  that  he  was 
barely  purchafmg  a  precarious  protection.  His 
importance  was  reduced  to  nothing.  In  the  con-? 
vention,  which,  as  he  had  bought  it  with  his 
money,  he  expefted  to  ufe  as  a  property,  he  was 
the  moft  infignificant  of  all  members.  He  gene- 
rally attended  for  the  fpace  of  half  an  hour  every 

f  With  all  his  profuOon,  Orleans  was  never  generous  ;  and  though 
he  appeared  to  nnake  great  pecuniary  facrifices,  he  was  always  trem- 
blingly alive  to  an  attack  on  his  property.  He  carried  his  cupidiiy  to 
Aich  an  excefs,  that  he  a^ually  made  a  lidicuious  application  to  thc- 
conftituent  affemhly  for  four  million  one  hundred  and  fifty  eight 
thoufand  eight  hundred  and  fifty  livres  (181,94.9/.  3  s.  9^.},  together 
with  interelt  from  the  year  1711,  as  the  dower  promiled  to  Louila- 
Elizabeth  d^Orleans,  queen  ol  Spain,  ond  by  her  afligned  over  to.  the 
ancellors  of  the  duke*  This  demand  was  refcn-ed  to  the  next  legii- 
lative  body,  but  I  do  not  find  that  it  was  ever  renewed.  See  Debates, 
13th  Junp  1 791* 

day. 
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day,  looked  round  him,  and  went  out  unnoticed  '• 
In  the  army  he  ftili  hoped  to  maintain  his  influence 
by  means  of  Dumouriez,  who  ^rontinued  attached 
to  him,  and  ardent  in  promoting  his  fon  :  but  even 
on  this  he  could  not  depend,  as  he  faw  his  beil  mili- 
tary  friends  difgraced  or  led  to  the  fcafFold,  The 
battle  of  Jemappe,  which  raifed  the  fpirits  of  the 
populace  fo  high,  and  in  the  account  of  which 
Dumouriez  praifed  Egalite's  eldeft  fon,  gave  him 
a  tranfient  eleam  of  funfliine,  and  emboldened  him 
for  the  firft  Ikne,  to  fpeak  in  the  convention  in 
praife  of  the  general ;  but  this  hope  was  of  fhort 
duration  ;  Marat  was  bufy  with  his  libels  and  pod* 
ing-bills,  deftroying  the  reputation,  and  throwing 
fufpicion  on  the  charafter  of  this  fortunate  warrior ; 
and  Pache,  the  war  minifter,  was  crippling  all  his 
operations. 

During  the  king's  trial  Orleans  difplayed,  in  a  Condua 
remarkable  manner,  the  prevalence  of  revenge  over  ^^"Ig  «^« 
ambition.  He  could  not  reafonably  entertain  hopes  triaf.  * 
thjit  he  (hould  ever  be  enabled  to  afcend  the  throne 
after  the  formal  abolition  of  royalty,  and  the  de- 
claration of  fome  members,  that  they  voted  againft 
Louis  more  for  the  crime  of  having  been  a  king 
than  for  any  other.  Perhaps  the  approach  of  Du- 
mouriez to  the  capital  was  in  confequence  of  a 
concerted  plan,  to. gratify,  under  fome  form,  the 
ambition  of  Orleans,  and  infpired  new  hopes* 
There  is  no  doubt  that  the  Mountain  ufed  every 
effort  of  terror  and  conciliation  to  keep  him  firm  to 
their  interefts,  as  they  were  apprehenfive  that  even 
a  fingle  vote  might  determine  the  queflion  againf^ 
them.  By  his  means,  during  the  off  el  nominal^  the 
doors  of  the  convention  were  furrounded  by  aflTaffins, 
who  frightened  with  clamour,  and  threatened  with 
their  daggers,  all  whom  they  fufpefted  of  oppofing 
their  views  *. 


^  Moore's  Journal,  to),  it.  p«  148, 
*  Journal  ck  Ckry^  p«  198. 
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,i79s*  Whatever  were  the  wlihes  and  hopes  of  OrleanSy 
Bit  votes,  j^  might  be  expected  that  he  would  abftain  from 
voting  on  the  queftion  which  decided  the  fate  of 
his  unfortunate  coufin,  but  he  was  referved  to  ex- 
hibit depravity  in  all  its  difgufting  nudity,  without 
even  the  veil  which  fear  or  hypocrify  fupply,  whea 
better  motives  are  wanting.  The  manner  in  which 
his  vote  on  the  firft  quemon,  *^  Is  Louis  guilty  ?** 
was  received,  might  have  convinced  him  that  ho- 
nour, decency,  and  even  his  perfonal  fafety  required 
that  he  ihould  abftain  from  giving  in  opinion  on 
the  other  two.  As  foon  as  the  monofylh^e  Old 
efcaped  his  lips,  the  convention,  by  loud  murmurs^ 
teftiiied  aftonifliment.  On  the  fecond  queiliony 
of  referring  the  puniibment  to  the  nation  in  pri- 
mary aiTemblies,"  he  voted  with  the  Mountain 
againft  the  reference,  and  the  fame  murmurs  tefti* 
fied  the  fame  feelings.  He  had  an  interval  for 
reflection  after  thefe  hints,  before  the  third  ^^pel 
nominal  came  on.  The  queftion  was  ^^  What  pu- 
^^  nifliment  had  Louis  incurred  ?"  On  this  point 
he  renewed  the  furprife  and  horror  of  the  aiTembly, 
and  entailed  on  himfelf  the  execration  of  every 
feeling  mind,  by  the  memorable  fentence  which  he 
read  from  the  tribune :  ^'  Uniquement  occupt  de  mon 
^^  devoir,  convaincu  que  tous  ceux  qui  ont  attentij  ou 
atienieroient  par  la  fuite,  a  la  fouverainele  du 
pcuple  meritent  la  mort,  ]e  vote  pour  la  mort* 
**  Influenced  by  no  confideration  but  that  of  per- 
"  forming  my  duty,  convii^ed  that  all  who  have 
^^  confpired,  or  who  fhall  hereafter  confpire,  againfl 
**  the  fovereignty  of  the  people  deferve  death,  I 
<«  VOTE  fOR  death/'  The  horror  excited  by  this 
trait  of  villany  could  hardly  be  fupprefled;  the 
afleinbly  was  in  a  general  ferment ;  one  member, 
flarting  from  his  feat,  and  finking  his  hands  to* 
gether,  exclaimed,  Ab!  lefeclerat!  many  repeated 
that  expreflion,  and  Ob  !  rborreur  !  Oh  !  le  mmftre  7 

^  See  Moore*t  Journal,  foltil.  p.  577,  5Iq.    Ncckcr  on  the  Rero. 
lution,  vol,  i.  p.  ^3, 
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This  conduct,  which  excited  great  Indignation  Heroic 
in  the  people »,  produced  no  other  effeft  in  the  ^"^",^^^^ 
king's  mind  than  a  fenfe  of  the  degraded  ftate  of 
his  worthlefs  perfecutor.  *'  I  do  not  know/*  he 
iaid,  *^  what  I  have  done  to  my  coufin  to  make 
*^  him  behave  to  me  in  the  manner  he  has  ;  but  he 
*^  is  to  be  pitied.  He  is  ftill  more  unfortunate  than 
^*  I  am.  I  certainly  would  not  change  conditions 
*^  with  him*"."  Orleans  is  faid  to  have  been  a 
pleafed  fpedator  of  the  cataftrophe  of  this  horrid 
tragedy.  Accompanied  by  his  eldeft  fon,  he  faw  with 
a  fmile,  from  the  Pont  de  Louis  XVI.  the  decapita- 
tion of  the  virtuous  monarch  ^ 

Whatever  might  be  the  hopes  of  Orleans  at  this  TernM*  of 
moment,  whether  he  had  any  latent  expedations  ^«^'«»n«« 
from  the  promifes  or  principles  of  the  Mountain, 
or  whether  his  ambition  confined  itfelf  to  the  tran- 
quil enjoyment  of  the  remains  of  his  property, 
cannot  be  determined,  but  the  day  of  the  king^s 
death  put  an  end  to  all  his  comforts.  He  was 
alarmed  by  anonymous  notes  threatening  him  wilh 
aflailination  and  with  poifon,  and  loading  him  with 
every  reproach:  he  furrounded  himfelf  with  a 
guard  oi  fans  culottes  formidably  armed,  who  pre«, 
vented  all  accefs  to  him,  except  after  the  minuteft 
fcrutiny  :  he  never  flept  twice  together  in  the  fame 
room,  and  frequently  chaUhged  his  apartment  in  the 
courfe  of  the  night:  he  wore  armour  under  hia 
clothes,  and  took  every  other  precaution  which  fear 
and  jealoufy  could  fuggeft.  To  the  dread  of  affaifin- 
ation  was  added  that  of  public  impeachment;  he  knew 
that  a  word  from  the  Mountain  conftituted  his 
death  warrant ;  and  to  obtain  their  forbearance,  he 
facrificed  to  their  cupidity  every  thing  which  would 
raife  money ;  plate,  furniture,  pictures,  gems,  all 
were  fold*   His  virtuous  lady,  who  had  long  mourned 

s  Journal  de  CIery»  p.  aoi. 

^  ficrtraod'ft  Metnoirsy  vol.  }U»  p.  ^65. 

^  Pfttitf*!  hu  Figure  of  Pari^  rol.  ii«  p«  45t 

3  the 
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thfe  efFefts  of  his  vices  and  ambirion,  fthick  with  the 
prevailing  horror  at  his  late  conduft,  and  urged  by 
her   friends,  obtained  a  reparation  from  him^  and 
retired  to  the  houfe  of  her  father. 
Soppofed       For  fome  time  after  the  death  of  Louis  XVL  it 
Si°  favour  ^^*  fuppofed   that   the  partifans  of  Egalite'   were 
'  fecretly  labouring  to  procure  his  appointment  to  the 
proteftorate  ^.     This  fufpicion  was  carried  by  fome 
to  a  mod  ridiculous  excefs ;  one  deputy  affirmed, 
that  Robefpierre  and   the  commune   of   Paris  had 
confpired  to  raife  Egalite  to  the  throne,  and  that 
Egalitc  had  promifed  to  make  Robefpierre  prime 
minifter  for  life,   and  convert  the  national  into  a 
municipal  reprefentation,  in  which  the  reprefentatives 
of  Paris  'fhould   be  exclufively    legtflators  for  all 
loth  Mar.  France  '•     A  confpiracy  of  fome  kmd  was  entered 
into,  and  excited  much  alarm.     Orleans  was  gene- 
rally underftood  to  be  adlively  concerned  in  it,  but 
what  end  was  propofed,  or  how  'it  failed,  are  ftill 
infcrutable  myfteries.      Briffot    exhaufted   his    in- 
genuity in  conjectures ",  and  Garat  avows  his  in- 
ability to  explain  the  matter  °. 
Toui  dc-       The  fidlure  of  this  undefined  projeQ:  completed  the 
his"?!!-^     ruin  of  Orleans,  his  few  remaining  partifans  fpeedily 
flucDce.     deferted  him.     Before  the  king's  death,  Buzot  and 
Louvet  had  moved  for  his  banifliment,  but  they 
were  oppofed  by  the  Mountain,  who  apprehended 
that  the  lofs  of  his  vote  arid  influence  would  be 
fatal   to  their  views**,  and  particularly  by  Robef- 
pierre, who   virulently  inveighed  againft  this  new 
fpecies  of  oftracifm  ^.      They  procured  an  adjoum- 
2iA  Man  nient  of  the  queftion  till  after  the  king's  trial.     The 
popular  fociety  of  Amiens  fent  a  letter  requiring  an 

^  Miles^t  Conduct  of  France  to  wards  Great  Britain  examined, 
p.  150. 

1  Garat^s  Memoirs,  p.  197. 

n  Briflbt  to  hia  Conttitueiics,  p.  86. 

a  Garat*t  Memoirs,  p.  ii4.,  ia6. 

•  See  Debates  of  16th  and  i9fth  December  179s. 

ff  See  Robefpierre  a  fesXommettapsy  vol.  i.  p.  48 5» 

r  '  irrevocable 
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irrevocable  decree  of  banifhment  againfl:  all  the 
Bourbons,  but  as  they  imprudently  added  a  requefl: 
that  a  decree  of  accufation  might  be  pronounced 
againft  Marat  and  fome  other  demagogues,  the 
convention  pafled  to  the  order  of  the  day.  Robef-  *7^^* ' 
inerre  alfo  moved  that  all  the  relations  of  the  late 
king  fliould  be  banifhed,  but  with  the  like  fuccefs. 

The  flight  of  Dumouriez,  and  the  obvious  con-  Flight  of 

neftion  of  that  general  with  the  Orleans  family,  ^"™*»«- 

completely  fubjefted  Egalite  to  his  adveriaries.     In 

vain  he  profeiTed  in  the  convention  his  refolution 

to  imitate  the  elder  Brutus,  in  facrificing  his  fon  to 

his  country ;  his  deftruflion  was  doomed,  and  he 

had  neither  virtue,  property,  or  friends  to  defend  or 

confole  him.     When   the  news    of   Dumouriez's  ift  April. 

treafon  arrived,  la  Source  moved  that  Egalite  and 

Sillery  fhould  be  taken  into  cuftody,  but  havini 

implicated  Danton  in  his  cenfures,  the  debate  tool 

another  turn.     He  was,  however,  that  fame  day 

ftruck  out  of  the  books  of  the  Jacobin  club.     He      s^^* 

was  next  indire£lly  denounced  by  Barbaroux,  but 

as  that  deputy  contented  himfelf  with  requiring  that 

Valence,  and  all  perfons  conneded  with  the  ramily 

of  Orleans,  ihould  be  arretted,  Egalite  feconded  the 

motion,  and  thus  obtained  a  momentary  reprieve. 

•  This  lenity  was  perhaps  merely  owing  to  the  uncer- 

.  tainty  which  attended  the  final  event  of  Dumouriez's 

exertions,  for  fo  foon  as  his  want  of  power  was  dif- 

covered,  the  proceedings  of  the  convention  became 

more  dedfive.     Marat  moved,  that  as  there  were      7«h. 

no  proofs  againft  Egalite,  his  charafter  of  deputy  f ^^^ 

ihould  be  refpedled,  but  a  letter  having  been  read  Orieani. 

relating  a  converfation  which  he  had  held,  in  which 

he  alluded  to  the   probability  of  bis  being  king, 

Boyer  Fonifrede  moved,  that  all  the  members  of  the 

Bourbon  family  fhould  be  retained  as  hoftages  for 

the  arretted    commiilioners,  which    was    decreed. 

Marat,  a  few  (days  afterwards,  faid,  that  he  could  not     nth. 

tell  whether  PhiUij^  Egalite  was  a  traitor,  but  that 

he 
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he  knew  him  to  be  a  man  without  morals,  without 
capacity,  and  without  honour  "^^ 
7th  May.       When,  in  confequence  of  the  decree  granted  on 
^V*ftd'  ^y^^  motion,  Orleans    was  taken  into  cuftody, 
*"  ^"   *   he  wrote  to  the  convention  to  be  infonned  whether 
the  decree  was  meant  to  extend  to  him,  an  affirm* 
ative  burfl  from  every  mouth.     He  protefted  againfl: 
his  detention,  on  the  principle  of  his  inviolability 
as  a  reprefentative  of  the  people ;  but  they  pafled 
to  the  order  of  the  day ;  and  he  was  conveyed  to 
the  Abbaye.    At  the  approach  of  the  guards  who 
came  to  arreft  him,  he  fiadnted  away,  and  on  his 
being  put   in  prifon,   exhibited  every  appearance 
ixth.     q{  abjednefs    and  terron      He    was  removed  to 
Marieilies.  ^^^f<^^^9  together  with  feveral  others  of  his  fa- 
mily, and  there  confined.      The   firft  violence  of 
his  grief  and  fear  having  fubfided,  he  gave  him- 
felf  up  to  the  enjoyment  of  every  fpecies  of  lux- 
ury and  debauchery  in  his  power.     He  underwent 
an  interrogatory  bqfbre  the  criminal  tribunal  of 
Marfeilles,  but  they  having  no  inftrudions,  pro- 
nounced him  not  guilty.    They  were  foon  however 
informed  of  the  dlfpodtion  of  the  convention,  and 
inflead  of  enlarging  him  after  his  acquittal,  confined 
him  in  a  clofe  and  damp  dungeon. 
Ttli  June.       From  this  place  he  wrote  to  the  convention,  hum« 
tilie"TOnl^  bly  fupplicating  that  they  would  lighten  his  chains, 
TcntioD.    if  not  reftore  him  to  liberty;   expreifing  a  hope 
that  their  definitive  judgment  would  be  in  his  h.* 
vour,  and  that  they  would  grant  him  that  liberty 
which  he  had  never  employed  but  for  the  good  of 
his  country.    This  addrefs  however  produced  no 
efied,  and  he  was  for  fome  time  apparently  for- 
S5th  July,  gotten.     In  the  report  made  by  Biilaud  Varennes 
refpe£tin^  the  imprifoned.  deputies,   he  was  only 
nightly  unplicated  on  account  of  his  conneftion^ 
with  retion. 

At 
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At  length,  after  he  had  fuffered  near  fix  months  3<J  oa. 
imprifonment  at  Marfeilles,  Amar  made  his  famous  accufluioo. 
report  anmft  the  Briflbtines,  and  Orleans  wais  im- 
plicated m  many  of  the  charges.  Billaud  Varennes 
immediately  faid,  "  Let  not  the  convention  forget 
**  one  man,  whom  every  fentence  of  the  report  ac- 
^^  cufes  of  the  moft  triminai  intentions :  I  move 
**  that  Pljilippe  Egalit^  be  comprifed  in  the  decree 
**  of  accufation  which  delivers  all  the  tonfpiratord 
•*  to  the  Revolutionary  tribunal  of  Paris/*  This 
motion  being  received  with  applaufe,  Billaud  in 
continuation  ptopofed,  that  the  votes  gn  this  fub* 
je£l  Ifaould  be  taken  by  appil  ndminal:  this  dif- 
pleafed  Robefpierre,  who  oppofed  the  new  tnotion 
with  fome  afperity ;  and  at  length  it  was  decreed  in 
the  original  fc!tm.  When  the  people  were  informed 
of  the  event,  they  exprelTed  the  greateft  fatisfaftioii, 
and  rent  the  air  with  cries  of  Vive  la  repttblique  \' 

He  was  foon  afterwards  brought  to  Paris,  and  Broaghtt<^ 
lodged  in  the  Conciergerie  till  the  day  of  his  trial.  ^*"*- 
^he  jailor  gave  him  &  good  bed  in  his  own  rooms, 
land    he    appeared    perfectly    indiflFerent    to    his 
iate ;   ate,  drank^  and  ilept  with   apparent   tran- 
quillity, never  fp'eaking  of  public  aflPairs  *.     He  was  6rb  Not* 
at  length  put  on  his  trial,  together  with  on6  Couf-  ^"***' 
tard,  aifo  a  deputy  \  a&d  defended  by  his  old  agent 
and  ftedfaft^  adherent,  Voidel.     The  interrojgatory, 
which  is  one  of  the  iniquitous  forms  of  Gallic  junf* 
)>nidence,  charged  him  principally  vrith  a  connect 
tioh  with  the  Briflbtines,  and  with  an  exprefBon  to 
one  Poultier,  a  deputy,  conveying  an  idea  that  he 
was  to  be  king.     The  jury,  with  their  cuftomary 
tmanimity  and  inattention  to  the  prifoner^s  defehce^ 
found  him  guilty  of  a  confpiracy  agahift  the  unity 
aiid  indivifibility  of  the  republic,  and  he  was  ordered 
for  immediate  execution. 

'  Debates.  •  Procet  det3ottrboQt|  tol.  m.  p.  151. 

toi.;  lU  T  Ha 
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Hi«  tiiHx-      He  was  drawn  to  the  Place  de  la  Revolution  h  t 

•ourtge,  ^^^»  ^^^  ^^^^  other  perfons,  vrho  difplayed  the 
moft  dreadful  apprehenfions ;  but,  on  this  awfol  oc- 
cafion,  Orleans  exhibited  an  elevation  of  mind, 
which,  had  it  been  his  portion  in  more  profpcrous 
days,  would  have  infured  him  happinefs  and  re^ 
putation.  His  being  intended  for  execution  on  that 
day  was  fo  little  known  in  Paris,  that  very  few 
people  were  prefent  when  firft  he  afcended  the  cart, 
but  the  rumour  foon  flew  and  attracted  innumerable 
gazers.  They  reproached  him  in  the  coarfeft  terms 
with  all  the  crimes  of  his  paft  life,  his  debaucheries, 
his  aflfaflinations,  his  perfidy,  his  vote  againfl  the 
king,  every  thing  memory  could  fuggeft.  When 
the  cart  reached  the  palais  royal^  with  a  refinement 
in  cruelty  truly  Parifian,  they  made  it  ftop  ten  mi- 
nutes, to  obferve  the  eflfeft  produced  by  contemplat- 
ing the  fcene  of  his  grandeur  and  debaucheries. 
On  this  great  day  he  difappointed  the  hopes  of 
malevolence  \  he  maintained,  during  his  whole  pro- 
grefs,  a  ferenity  of  countenance  and  dignity  of  de- 
portment altogether  princely.  He  looked  at  the 
palaii  royalj  and  read  the  infcription  on  the  front 
denoting  it  to  be  national  property,  without  the  leaft 
apparent  emotion.  The  populace,  difappointed  of 
their  expefted  entertainment,  at  length  permitted 
him  to  proceed.  At  a  fmall  diftance  from  the  place 
of  execution  he  entered  into  convex  fation  with  a 
priefl  who  was  allowed  to  attend  the  prifoners,  and 
fo  continued  till  he  came  to  the  foot  of  the  fcaffold, 
whefre,  without  lofing  iot  a  moment  the  intrepidity 

and  death,  to  recently  acquired,  he  fubmitted  to  the  kmfe  of 
the  guillotine,  which  terminated  his  exiflence  in  the 
forty.feventh  year  of  his  age,  in  lefs  than  ten  months 
after  the  murder  of  the  king,  which  he  had  oc- 
cafioned  by  fo  much  expencp,  fo  much  intrigue,  and 
fo  many  crimes.  His  body  was  thrown  without  di- 
ftin£tk)n  amid  the  crowd  of  carcafes  which  d^y 

.    butcher 
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Ijutchery  confined  to  the  buryiiig-grourid  6f  St. 
Mary  Magdaten. 

Thus  perifhed  this  abandoned  prince,  whom  it  is  obfcnr- 
now  a  common  niod^  of  fpeeth  to  call  the  monjler  *'*®°' 
EgalitL  He  fubverted  a  thrdhe  without  courage  or 
tonfiftency  fufEcient  to  avail  hinifelf  of  the  refult  of 
fais  own  efforts;  and  fquandered  an  immenfe  for* 
tune  with  fo  little  judgment,  that  at  his  death  he 
fcarcely  pofleited  a  fingle  friend.  He  wsls  tacitly  ex- 
cepted, after  the  Ml  of  Robefpierre,  froni  the  vote 
of  cenfure  which  the  rhoderes  caufed  to  be  paiTed  ori 
the  murderers  of  the  other  deputies^  as  nd  one  had 
integrity  or  courage  enough  to  propbfe  including 
faim  in  the  lift.  His  name  will  remain  to  pofterity  a 
perpetual  warning  to  individuals  of  overgrown  pro- 
jperty,  againft  the  folly  of  entering  into  popular  con<^ 
{piracies,  and  becoming  the  dupes  of  nieii  of  defpe^ 
rate  fortune  and  daring  ambition  ^ 

I  (hall  aVoid  further  difcuffidn  of  the  charadef  of 
Orleans,  by  prefenting  to  the  reader  the  following 
animated  comparifon  j  which  a  late  ndble  and  learned 
author  has  drawn  with  equal  fpirit  and  feeling. 
'*  It  is  affli£Uve  to  have  lived  to  find,  in  an  age 
called  not  only  civilized  but  enlightened,  in  thi^ 
dghteenth  century,  that  fuch  horrors,  fuch  un- 
paralleled crimes  have  been  difplayed  on  th^ 
moft  confpicuous  theatre  in  Europe,  in  Paris, 
^^  the  rival  of  Athens  and  Rome  \  that  I  am  forced 
f  ^  to  allow,  that  a  multiplicity  of  trimes,  which  I 
had  weakly  fuppofed  were  too  manifold  and  too 
abfurd  to  have  been  perpetrated  even  in  a  very 
dark  age,  and  in  a  northern  ifland,  not  only  not 
commencvig  to  be  poliihed,  but  inured  to  bar^ 
barous  manners^  and  hardened  by  long  and  bar-* 


t 


t  Playfair,  alluding  to  hit  firmneft  on  the  day  of  hta  death,  with 
krvat  juftice  and  connderable  humour  fays,  «  l*he  duke  of  Orleans 
**  was  a  coward  from  calculation,  rather  than  from  nature.  When 
*^  there  wni  any  mode  of  efcaping,  or  when  he  had  an  altem^tiref  b« 
'<  never  rilkcd  himfelf**'    Hiftoiy  of  Jacobinifhiy  p»6o4^  n« 

T  a  «  barous 
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'^  barous  civil  wars  among  piinces  and  nobiliff 
^^  ftrifUy  related ; — ^yes,  I  mull  now  believe  that 
^*  any  atrocity  may  have  been""  attempted  or  prac- 
'^  tifed  by  an  ambitious  prince  of  the  blood  aiming 
*'  at  the  crown,  in  the  fifteenth  century.  I  can 
^^  believe  (I  do  not  fay  I  do)  that  Richard,  duke  of 
^'  Gloucefter,  dipped  his  hand  in  the  blood  pf  the 
*^  faint-like  Henry  the  fizth,  though  fo  revokxag 
*^  and  injudicious  an  a£t  as  to  excite  the  indignation 
*^  of  mankind  againft  him.  I  can  now  believe  that 
'*  he  contrived  the  death  of  his  own  brother  Cla« 
'^  rence  ;  and  I  can  think  it  poflible  (inconceivable 
**  as  it  was)  that  he  afperfed  the  chafUty  of  his  own 
^'  mother,  in  order  to  baftardife  the  offspring  of 
^^  his  eldeft  brother: — for  all  thefe  extravagant 
^'  excefles  have  been  exhibited  in  the  conipafs  of 
*'  five  years,  by  a  moniler,  by  a  royal  duke,  who 
*^  has  adually  furpaffed  all  the  guilt  imputed  to  Ri- 
'^  chard  the  third  ;  and  who,  devoid  of  Richard's 
*^  courage,  has  a£led  his-  enormities  openly,  and 
^^  will  leave  it  impoflible  to  any  future  writer, 
^^  however  difpofed  to  candour,  to  entertain  one 
^'  hyiorU  doubt  on  the  abominable  a£Uons  of  Philip 
*^  duke  of  Orleans. 

*^  After  long  plotting  the  death  of  his  foveragn, 
^^  a  vidim  as  holy  as,  and  infinitely  fuperior  in  taSt 
"  and  many  virtues  to,  Henry  VI.  Orleans  has 
*'  dragged  that  fovereign  to  the  block,  and  pur- 
*^  chafed  his  execution  in  public,  as  in  public  he 
**  voted  for  it. 

*'  If  to  the  aflfaflination  of  a  brother  (like  the  fup-^ 
**  pofed  complicity  of  Gloucefter  to  that  of  Cla- 
**  rence)  Orleans  has  not  yet  concurred;  ffiU, 
^*  when  early  in  the  revolution  he  was  plotting  the 
**  murder  of  the  king,  being  warned  by  an  aflociatc 
"  that  he  would  be  detedl^,  he  faid,  *  No ;  for  I 

will  have  my  (natural)  brother,  the  abbe  de  St. 

Far,  (tabbed  too,  and  then  nobody  will  fufpcft 

vie  of  being  concerned  in  the  murder  of  my  own 

•*  brother/ 


ORLEANS. 

^^  brother.'  So  ably  can  the  affid&ns  of  an  enlight* 
^<  ened  age  refine  on  and  furpafs  the  atrocious  deeds 
'^  of  Goths  and  barbarians  ! 

**  Shade  of  Richard  of  Gloucefter  !  if  my  weak 
^^  pen  has  been  able  to  waih  one  bloody  fpedc,  one 
<(  incredible  charge  from  your  charader,  can  I  but 
^'  acknowledge  that  Philip  of  Orleans  has  fullied 
^^  my  vamifli,  and  at  leaft  has  wesdcened  all  the  ar^ 
^'  guments  that  I  drew  from  the  improbability  of 
^  your  having  waded  fo  deeply  into  wickednefs  and 
^  inq>ttdence  diat  recoiled  on  yourielf,  as  to  calum- 
*^  niate  your  own  mother  with  adultery,  \iyou  did, 
<*  it  was  to  ii^ure  the  children  of  your  brother; 
^  fUll  ym  had  not  the  fenfelefs,  ifaamelels  effrontery, 
^  to  ihake  your  own  legitimacy.  Philip  of  Orleans 
^  mocks  your  pitiful  felf*partiality ;  he,  in  perfon, 
^  and  not  by  proxy,  has  declared  his  own  mother 
^  a  ftrumpet,  has  baftardifed  himfelf,  and  for  ever 
^<  degraded  his  children  as  progeny  ddcended  from 
^  a  coachman ! — ^for  what  glory,  for  what  objeA, 
^^  far  be  it  from  me  to  conje£lure;  who  would 
<«  have  a  mind  congenial  enough  to  fuch  a  monfter| 
<<  as  to  be  able  to  guefs  at  his  motives  *  ?*' 

«  See  Poftrcript  to  Htftoric  0ottbtt  written  in  1793*    Lord  0rford*f 
WotJ(S«  Tolt  ii.  p.  »50*. 
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THOMAS     PAIN. 


I^Ot WITHSTANDING  the  curiofity  excited  by 
•^'^  the  conduft  and  writings  of  Pain,  and  by 
his  being  the  only  Englifhman  who  has  appeared  as 
^  legiilator  in  France,  I  fhould  have  felt  an  invinci- 
ble repugnance  to .  the  labour  of  following  hini. 
through  all  the  mazes  of  guilt  and  fraud,  and 
tracing  him  from  a  difhoneft  obfcurity  to  his  prefent 
ftate  of  infamous  notoriety,  but  the  more  difgufting" 
and  fatiguing  part  of  the  taik  has  been  already  per- 
formed with  fo  much  perfpicuity  and  ability,  that 
what  remains  becomes  eafy  and  comparatively 
pleafant.  The  publication  on  which  I  have  relied 
for  the  fadis  dated  in  thefe  Memoirs,  is  intitled^ 
**  The  Life  of  Thomas  Pain,  the  Author  of  the  fedi- 
^*  tious  Writings,  intitled  Rights  of  Man,  by  Francis 
«  Oldys,  A.  M.  of  the  Univerfity  of  Pennfylvahia  ;** 
a  work  which,  from  unqueftionable  information,  I  can 
venture  to  cite  as  the  produdion  of  Mr.  Chalmers,  the 
well-known  writer  of  the  Lives  of  De  Foe  and  Ruddi- 
man,  This  work  was  firft  publifhed "  when  Pain, 
making  a  violent  effort  to  emerge  from  the  obfcurity 
in  which  he  had  remained  ever  fince  the  peace  of 
1783,  declared  himfelf  the  opponent  of  Burke, 
arid  the  champion  of  the  French  revolution.  It  has' 
been  fo  well  received  as  to  have  paffed  through  ten 
editions ;  and  as  the  author  himfelf  has  obferved, 

»  * 

^  It  has  been  fince  abridged  by  William  Cobbctt^  the  Amertcany 
who  writes  under  the  oatne  ot  Peier  PorcupiDc. 

**  Mr, 
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^  Mr.  Pdin  has  noticed  the  Life  in  his  Second  Part 

"  of  the  Rights  of  Man ;  yet,  however  urged  by- 

**  intereft,  or  quickened  by  fhame,  he  has  not  con- 

^  troverced  one  affertion,  he  has  not  explained  one 

^  incident;  he  has  confirmed  fome  fa^s,  without- 

^  denying  any :  and,  of  confequence,  he  has  ad- 

"  mitted  the  whole  of  the  narrative  to  be  irue^ 

^  which  indeed  could  not   be  difputed,   without  ' 

^  contradiding   dates  and  invalidating    records/' 

Relying  on  their  admiflion,  and  on  the  known  cha*  . 

rafter  of  the  author,  I  fhall  abridge  his  narrative  ' 

and  diftinguifli  the  notes  for  which  I  am  indebted 

to  his  diligence  and  accuracy  by  the  fignature  O. 

Thomas    Pain*  was    bom  at  Thetford  in  the  »9thjan, 
county  of  Norfolk.     His  father,  Jofeph  Pain,  was  g^rth  and  • 
the  fon  of  a  fmall,  but  reputable  farmer ;  a  flay-  accounttof 
maker  by  trade,  and  a  quaker  by  religion  :  his  mo-  •*"  !»•«»«• 
ther  was  Frances  Cocke,  the  daughter  of  an  attorney 
at  Thetford.     For  marrying  according  to  the  forms 
of  the  church,  Jofeph  Pain  was  expelled  the  com* 
munity  of  quakers,  but  that  benevolent  fed  con«» 
tinued  to  pity  his  diftrefles  through  life,   and   to 
relieve  .  his   wants..     The  father  and  mother   both 
lived  to  know  their  fon's  vices,   to  pity  his   mif- 
fortunes,  to  hear  of  his  fame,  but  to  partake  little 
of  his  bounty  ^.     It  arofe,  probably,  from  the  tenetg 
of  the  father,  and  the  eccentricity  of  the  mother, 
that  Thomas  Pain  was  never  baptized,  or  regularly 
received  into  the  bofom  of  any  church,  though  he 

^  Thii  man^s  real  name  it  Pam  s  his  fi6litioat  naqie  \$  l^tin$  with  \ 
final  it  for,  his  father's  name  was  Pain\  and  his  own  name  was  Fain, 
when  he  married,  when  he  correfponded  with  the  excife,  and  when  he 
firft  appeared  in  America :  but,  finding  fome  inconvenience  in  his  rral 
name,  or  feeing  fome  advantage  in  a  fifiicious  one,  he  ^hps  changecf 
the  name  of  his  family. — O. 

y  Jofeph  Pain  was  buried  at  Thetford  on  the  ifth  of  November 
1786,  aged  78.*Frances  Pain,  widow,  was  buried  on  the  18th  of 
May  1789,  and  recorded  to  be  941  but,  as  (he  was  bom  in  January 
1697.8,  the  pari(h  regifter  makes  her  age  to  be  greater  than  it  was, 
though  fhe  liad  for  outlived  the  period  which  it  afligned  to  mor. 
talf.^O.  ^ 

T  4  VJ^^ 
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was  confinned  by  the  bifliop  of  Non?kh.    This 
lad  circum(tance  was  owing  to  the   zeal  of  Mrs^ 
Cocke,  his  aunt,  a  woman  of  fuch  goodnefs,  that 
though  fhe  lived  on  a  fmall  annuity,  {he  hnparted 
much  of  her  little  income  to  his  mother,  while  he 
was  not  very  foHcitous  about  his  aged  parent,  amidft 
his  cares  for  mankind* 
Edueition.      Pain,  who  was  educated  at  the  firee-fchool  of  Th«t- 
fbrd,  under  Mr.  Knowles,  was  deemed  a  (harp  boy  of 
unfettled    application,    but    left   no    performances; 
which  denote  juvenile  vigour  or  uncommon  attm- 
xpents ;    his    ftudie^    were    confined    to    reading, 
Leirnt  the  writing,  and  arithmetic.     At  the  age  of  thirteen 
tra^cofa   jjg  |g£j  fchool  to  kam  his  father's  bufinefs,  and 
qiaker.      Continued  to  work  with  him  at  Thetford  for  fiv^ 
years,  except  a  fliort  period  during  which  he  was 
employed,  by  a  couiin,  who  was  alfo  a  ftay-maker 
at  Shipdam  in  Norfolk  *, 
T75^-         At  the  age  of  nineteen  be  went  to  London^ 
London     ^^^^^  ^^  ^^  fuppofed  to  have  remained  about  two 
years,  but  no  trace  of  him  is  difcovered,  except  that 
he  worked  for  fome  with  Morris,  a  very  noted 
1758-     ftay-maker,  in    Hanover-ftreet,  Long  Acre.     He 
Tp  Dover,  ^^^^  eftabUflied  himfelf  at  Dover  with  Grace,  a 
ftay-maker,  of  whom,  under  pretence  of  an  attach- 
ment  to  his  daughter,  he  contrived  to  borrow  ten 
pounds,  to  fet  up  as  a  mafter  ftay-maker  at  Sand- 
wich, but  he  neither  married  the  lady  or  repaid  the 
money. 
Apr.1759'      At  Sandwich  he  lodged  with  Mrs.  Fifber  in  the 
^awdwkh  fi^i-niarket,  at  whofe  houfe  he  coUefted  a  congre- 

*  He  indeed  telU  bimfelf  (Rights,  part  ii.  p.giO  what  furely  can- 
not be  true,  "  That  when  little  more  than  fiKte^n  jeari^of  age,  I 
'*  entered  on  board  the  Terrible  privateer,  Cajit.  Djcath."  He  was 
certainly  born  on  the  ft9tb  of  Janaai^*  173$-;  j  be  was,  of  courfe» 
fixteen  on  the  39tb  of  January  1753.  ^"'  *^*  ''*'■  ^**  "**^  dcciai** 
rgainft  France  till  the  i7thof  JVIay  1756,  when  he  had  entered  into 
his  twentieih  year.  The  Terrible  was  ^tted  out  probably  in  the  fum- 
n^er  of  17561  and  was  certainly  captured  in  January  i757«  Thw 
iaAs  evince  how  little  Pain  is  to  be  tnifted,  when  he  does  preteM  to. 
give  a  paffase  of  his  own  life.— O. 

^  gation^ 
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gtdoDy  to  whom  he  preached  as  an  independent^  and  be- 
or  a  methodift.    He  alfo  wrote  a  fliort  poem  which  ^^T*/^ 
was  never  publuhed,  on  a  perfon  m  jaily  who  was  preacher. 
reftored  to  life  and  reafon  after  he  had  attempted 
feIf-deftru£tion«     Here  he  married  Mary  Lambert,  Marries, 
the  daughter  of  James  Lambert,  who  had  been  an 
ezcifemany  and  a^erwards  a  (heriflf*s  officer.     SI^ 
was  waiting-woman  to  the  wife  of  Richard  Solly, 
an  eminent  woollen-draper,  and  is  ftiU  praifed  by 
)ier  own  fex  as  having  been  a  pretty  girl  of  modeit 
behaviour  \     Whether  he  was  dilappointed  of  an 
expe^ed  fortune,  or  urged  by  natural  favagenefs  is 
uncertain,  but  ere  two  months  had  elapfed,  his  ill 
ulage  of  his  unfortunate  wife  was  notorious.    Her 
former  miftrefs,  dame  Solly,  however,  relieved  her 
with  conftant  foUcitude.  Pain  foon  after  his  marriage 
took  a  houfe  next  the  Board-yard  on  Dolphin  key, 
without  being  able  to  fumiih  it.     Rutter,  a  re« 
fpe£^ble  unholfterer  of  Sandwich,    fupplied   him 
with  fuch  furniture  as  he  wanted,  hut  being  em- 
barraiTed  with  debts  and  goaded,  by  duns,  he  was  7thAprtt 
obliged  to  depart  from  Sandwich  in  the  m'ght,  with     1760^ 
his  wife.     He  took  with  him  the  (lays  belonging  to  f^,"* 
a  cuftomer,  a  ftove  and  other  articles  of  furniture 
from  his  houfe,  the  property  of  the  upholfterer. 
He  left  at  Sandwich  a  bad  chara£ter,  which  has 
defcended  to  the  prefent  times,  and  has  induced  the 
inhabitants  to  remark  that  not  a  iingle  anecdote  of 
him  18  remembered  which  is  fiivourable  to  his  moral 
(:hara£ter. 

From  Sandwich  he  went  to  Margate,  where  he  Goes  ta 
fold  the  furniture  he  had  fo  diihoneftly  obtained ;  Margate* 
fm  a£t,  which,  h^^d  the  laws  been  duly  enforced, 

*  In  the  church  regifter  their  it  the  following  entry  t  **  Thomat 
V  Pain,  of  the  parish  of  St*  Pcter^s,  in  the  town  of  Sandwich  in  Kent^ 
<*  bachelor,  and  Mary  Lambert,  of  the  fame  parifh^  fpinfter»  were 
**  niarrieti  in  this  church,  by  licence,  this  ft7th  day  of  Sept.  1759^ 
f<  by  me  William  Bunco,  re^ur.  In  the  pre(ence  of  Thomas  Taylor^ 
f>  Maria  Solly,  John  JolUa.  (Signed)  Tbonpas  Pain*  Mary  Lam- 
f?  b?rt/-— p, 

yfould 
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would  probably  have  precipitated  his  voyage  to 
America,  and  given  him  an  additional  claim  to 
patronage  in  France.  He  flayed  at  Margate  only 
^vhile  he  fettled  his  affairs,  and  then  departed  for 
London. 
Cor.jec-  From  this  period  it  remains  uncertain  what  fate 
Tain^  attended  his  wife  ;  by  fome  fhe  is  faid  have  periflied 
Jm  J'fe.  pn  the  road,  of  ill  ufage  and  a  premature  birth  : 
the  women  of  Sandwich  are  pofitive  that  (he  died 
in .  the  Britifli  Lying-in  Hofpital,  in  Brownlow- 
ftreet.  Long  Acre  ;  but  the  regifter  of  this  charity, 
which  is  kept  with  commendable  accuracy,'  evinces 
that  (he  had  not  been  received  into  this  laudable  refuge 
of  female  wretchednefs :  and  there  are  others  who 
have  convinced  themfelves  by  diligent  inquiry,  that 
fhe  is  ftill  alive,  though  the  extreme  obfcurity  of 
her  retreat  prevents  ready  difcovery  **. 

Convinced  by  long  experience  that  he  was  defi- 
cient in  fome  effential  requifite,  either  ability  or 
kiduftry,  to  fucceed  as  a  (lay-maker,  he  fixed  his 
July  1 761.  hopes  on  obtaining  a   place  in   th^    excife.      To 
qualify  himfelf  for  this  fituation,  and  obtain,  in  the 
meantime,    a    neceffary  fubfiflence,    he  retired  to 
ift  Dfc.  his  father's  houfe,   and  after  fourteen  months   of 
176a.     fludy  and   trials,   obtained  a    gratification  of  his 
|.i3fcTn  *  wi(hes,  through  the  kindnefs  of  Mr.  Cockfedge,  the 
the  eacife.  learned  recorder  of  Thetford.     He  was  immediately 
fent  as  a  fupernumerary  to  gage  the  brewers*  ca(ks  at 
tth  Aug.   Grantham,  and  afterwards  to  watch  the  fmugglers 

1764.  of  Alford ;  but  he  did  not  long  retain  his  office, 

^^^'auz.  ^^^^S^  f^^  f^"^^  reafon  at  prefent  unknown,  dif- 

1765.  '  mifled  in  a  year  after  his  arrival  at  that  place. 

Goes  to         He  was  now  reduced  to  the  mod  abjeft  (late  of 
i^ndop.    indigence,  in  want  of  food,  raiment,  and  fhelter. 

« 

*  A  diligent  fwrch  in  the  book$  of  the  London  Lying-in  Horpital, 
in  the  City  Koad,  found  no  fuch  perfon  as  Mrs.  Pain  to  have  died  in 
it  during  the  years  1760  or  1761  :  nor  is  it  true,  as  hath  been  po- 
fftively  afferted  in  the  newfpapers,  that  (he  is  now  living  in  the  work^ 
houfe  of  StJ  George's,  Southwaik.— 0« 
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In  this  miferable  condition  he  returned  to  London^ 
vrhere  he  was  fupported  by  the  difinterefted  bene- 
jToience  of  fome  humane  individuals  till  he  was  re-  Rc^^ored, 
ftored  to  the  excife.  "'^^i^]^ 

His  reftoration,    however,  not  being  attended  ulhtr^t 
.with  immediate  employment,  he  was  obliged  to  accept  *"  **^*- 
an  engagement  as  Englifh  ulher  with  Mr.  Noble,   *™^* 
who  kept  the  great  academy  in  Leman*ftreet,  Good^ 
fnanVfields,  from  whom  he  received  twenty  pounds 
a-year,  and  an  additional  five  pounds  for  finding  his 
own  lodging.     Here  he  continued  till   Chriftmasj 
difliked  by  the  midrefs,  who  yet  remembers  him^ 
imd  hated  by  the  boys,  who  were  terrified  by  his 
Iiarflincfs.     Puring  this  period  he  lodged  with  one 
Oliver,  a  hair-drefler  in  Whitechapel,  by  whom  he 
is  ftill  recoUefted '.     From  Mr.  Noble,  who  relin- 
quiibed  him  without  regret,  he  went  to  Mr.  Gard-     i7$7* 
nor's,  a  reputable  fchool  at  Kenfmgton,  but  he  re- 
pained  there  only  three  months. 

Among  other  fagacious  difcoveries  •  with  which  i>«firout 
Mr.  Pain  has,   of  late  years,  benefited   mankind,.  I^^J*"^^* 
there  is  one  very  remarkable,  that  the  knowledge  of 
a  clergyman  is  confined  to  a,  b,  ab,  and  hie,  haec, 
hoc.      Yet  even    this   contemptible   modicum   oJF 
fcience  was  wanting,  at  this  period  to  the  accom- 
plifliment  of  Mr.  Pain's  views  of  iutereft  or  ambi- 
pon.     He  was  defirous  of  taking  orders,  and  ap* 
plied  to  Mr.  Noble  for  a  certificate  of  his  qualifica- 
tion, which  that  gentleman  very  properly  refufed 
on  account  his  limited  education.    Difappointed  in  Become* 
)us  wifli  of  regular  ordination.  Pain  felt  no  abate-  *^^^^C 
ment  of  his  defire  to  be  a  preacher,  but  gratified 
liimfelf  by  holding  forth  to  promifcuous  audiences 
In  IVtoprfields,  and  other  populous  places. 

At  length  he  obtained  a  regular  employ  as  an  Mar.  176$. 
excife  officer,   being    fent,  after  fome   delays,  to  Swei? 

«  Thefc  references  to  the  memory  of  Mrs.  Noble  and  Mr.  Oliver 
are'tAken  from  «*  The  IJfc  of  Pain,"  and,  of  couife,  appty  to  the  time 
of  publilhing  the  firft  edition  of  Uwt  work^  I79** 
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Lewes  in  SufTex.  At  this  place,  by  his  deTiE>tidn  to  the 
bottle,  he  acquired  the  title  oi  z  jolly  fellowy  and  by 
greater  attention  to  field  fpocta  than  his  duty,  the  iron* 
ical  nick-name  oi  commodore.  He  lodged  at  the  houfe 
of  Samuel  Ollive,  a  tobacconift,  who  dying  in  rather 
bad  circumftances,  afforded  Mr.  Pain  an  occafion  to 
try  his  ingenuity  in  appropriating  to  himfelf  part  of 
his  effedS)  but  he  failed  in  the  attempt,  and  was 
turned  out  of  doors  by  the  executor,  Mr.  Atterfol, 
with  marks  of  indignity  and  diftruft. 

But  the  advantages  which  the  integrity  and  diC- 
cernment  of  the  executor  withheld,  the  kindnefs  of 
the  widow  and  affection  of  the  daughter  fu]^lied« 
He  returned  to  the  houfe  from  which  he  had  been 
fo  difgracefully  expelled,  opened  the  (hop  in  his  own 
pame  as  a  grocer,  and  on  his  own  behalf  continued 
to  work  the  tobacco-mill  of  Ollive,  however  con- 
trary both  the  (hop  and  the  mill  were  to  the  maxims 
of  the  excife*  Such  was  his  addrefs,  or  his  artifice, 
(hat  though  he  had  promoted  the  buying  of  fmug- 
gled  tobacco,  he  was  able  for  feveral  years  to  cover 
bis  praftices,  and  to  retain  his  protedor. 

At  the  age  of  thirty-four,  he  married  Elizabeth 
Ollive,  the  daughter  of  his  old  landlord,  who  was 
eleven  years  younger  th^n  himfelf'*,  and  a  woman  of 
fuch  accomplifhmpnts  as  to  attract  men  of  higher 
rank  and  greater  delicacy.  Pain  had,  however, 
gained  her  affedions}  and  ihe  would  have  him, 
contrary  to  the  advice  of  Mr.  Atterfol,  her  father's 
friend,  and  to  the  remonflrances  of  her  own  rela? 
tions.  This  marriage  began  {naufpicioufly,  and 
ended  unhappily.  Before  Pain  could  have  obtained 
his  marriage  licence,  he  fwore  that  he  was  a  bachelor^ 
when  he  knew  that  he  was  a  widower^  if  i^deed  his 

'  The  following  entry  appears  on  the  pariSi  regtfter  of  St.  Michael 
in  Lewes  t  V  Thomas  Pain,  ^^ibc/Sr,  and  Elizabeth  011ive»  fpjnfter» 
**  were  married  in  this  church,  by  licence,  the  A6th  of  March  1771* 
'^  By  me,  Robert  Auften,  curate.  Witnefles,  Henry  Verrally  Tboma$ 
"  Ollive.    (Signed)  Thomas  Pain^  Elizabeth  Olhfe/wo. 

m 


firft  vn£e  wefe  dbceafed  *•  He  was  on  this  occaficm 
inftrumental  too^  with  his  uoderftanding  clear  and 
\m  eyes  opened,  in  entering  on  the  regw:er  that  he 
was. a  bachelor 9  though  he  knew  he  was  z  widower. 
Now  the  maniaffe-aA  declares  it  to  be  fekMiy  with« 
out  benefit  of  ckrgy,  wilfully  to  make  falfe  entry 
oa  the  regifter,  with  intent  to  defeat  the  ialutary 
purpofes  of  recording  truth,  difcriminating  charac^ 
ters,  and  afcertaining  property. 

In  this  year  Pain  made  his  firft  effort  as  a  public  Com- 
writer.    His  production  was  an  eledion  fong  for  ^^ 
one  of  the  candidates  at  New  Shoreham.    It  was 
pTopofed  to  the  poets  of  Lewes  as  a  prize-fubjed  : 
nis  fong  was  adjudged  the  beft,  and  he  was  rewarded 
with  a  prefent  of  three  guineas.     A  defign  was 
formed  about  the  fame  time  by  the  excifemen,  to 
petition  parliament  for  an  increafe  of  ialary ;  a  fum 
of  money  was  raifed  by  common  contribution,  and 
Pain  was  employed  to  write  fbeir  cafe.     After  many     ,7^,. 
months  labour,  "  he  produced  an  oftavo  pamphlet  ^ritci  the 
**  of  twenty-one  pages,  which,  exclufive  of  the  in*  man'iCafc. 
**  trodudion,  is  divided  into  two  heads ;  tbe  Jtate  of 
**  tbe  falary  of  tbe  officers  of  excife  ;  thougbts  on  tbe 
**  corruption  arifingfrom  the  poverty  of  eKcife^afficers. 
^^  On  thefe  topics,  he  fays  all  that  the  ableft  writer 
^  could  have  faid.      Truth  eafily  Aides  in1x>  the 
^^  mind,  without  the  ailiftance  of  ability,  or  the 
*^  recommendation  of  artifice.    But  if  Pain's  maiden 
•*  pamphlet  be  infpefted  by  critical  malignity,  it 
•*  will  be  found,    like  his  maturer  writmgs,   to 
««  abound  in  the  falfe  grammar  of  illiterature,  and 
"  the  falfe  thoughts  of  inexperience.     Vigour  of 
^^  fentiment  and  energy  of  manner  will  not  be  de« 
*^  nied  him.    His  firi^  pamphlet  will  be  confidered 

«  It  18  a  very  remarkable  fa6f,  that  the  mmriage  affidavitt,  within 
tbe  diftriA  of  Lewes,  daring  1771,  tbe  yearof  Pain^t  marriage,  Aiould 
bemiflingi  yet,  that  the  marriage  affidavit t,  during  1770  and  177a, 
ibottid  be  fafe.  Whether  this  lofs  bapjiened  by  deiign,  or  aceident| 
we  wiil  not  conje6^ure«  though  wa  think  the  coincidence  rather  extras 
•rdinary.— O. 

*'as 
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•*  is  his  teft  peffottnance  by  all  tfiofe  who  regard 
**  truth  as  fuperior  to  falfehobd,  modefty  to  impu- 
*'  dence,  and  juft  Complaint  to*  &diou8  innovatiori''^ 
Four  ihoufand  copies  of  the  cafe  Were  printed  by 
Mr.  William  Lee  of  Lewes.  But  even  thofe  in- 
tended for  the  members  of  parliament  were  not  all 
diftributed  \  and  though  Pain  reinforced  the  argu-^ 
ments  contained  in  his  pamphlet,  by  twd  addidonat 
Vjji*  publications,  each  on  a  folio  fheet,  and  flayed  in 
London  on  the  biifmefs  a  whole  winter,  ilo  appli- 
cation to  Parliament  was  made  on  behalf  of  \ai 
clients.  Pain  fpent  their  money  without  obtaining 
for  them  any  redrefs,  and  even  left  the  printer's 
bill  unpaid.  -  It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  in  t 
newfpaper  controverfy  in  1779,  he  declared,  that  till 
the  epoch  of  his  Common  Senfe,  he  hald  never  pub^ 
liflied  a  fyllable. 

While  he  was  thus  employed  in  every  thing  but 
his  proper  bufinefs,  his  pecuniary  affairs  became  de- 
ranged, and  he  was  under  the  neceility  of  making 
an  affignment  of  his  effedts  to  Mr.  Whitfield  of* 
ith  April  Lewes,  his  principal  creditor.  About  the  fame  time, 
'774-  his  inattention  and  improper  condud  in  his  biEce  oc- 
cafioned  his  difmiilion ;  no  previous  a£b  of  conci- 
liation could  avert  his  difgrace  '^  nor  could  any  fub« 
fequent  efforts  effedt  his  reftoration.  Mr.  Whitfield 
took  pofleflion  of  the  property  by  virtue  of  his  affign- 

•  f  This  is  liot  the  onlyoccafion  of)  which  I  hare  ufed  the  tftryverdi 
of  thfc  author  to  whom  lam  indebted  for  ray  inforraation  refpediDg 
Pains  but  as  I  have  never  feen  the  paitiphtet  in  queftidn,  J  do  not 
think  it  proper  to  make  ufe  of  the  judgment  of  another  perfon  widiout 
exprefs  acknowledgment* 

Z  As  every  fcrap  of  a  great  writer  is  interefting  to  the  curiouif  we 
have  preferved  the  fub}oin6d  extraA  of  a  letter  from  our  author  to* 
fuperior  excife. officer,  dated  at  Lewes,  the  24th  March  1774^ 
— **  Dear  Sir,  I  have  requefted  Mr.  Scott  to  put  y«  3d  and  4th  "*• 
**  books  for  74  under  examination,  for  as  I  was  in  London  almoft  all 
**  laft  winter,  I  have  no  other,  which  have  any  buHnefs  in  thejn— 
«•  Requeft  the  favour  (if  not  too  incc^nvenient)  to  inquire  and  iotorm 
«<  me  when  they  are  ordered—and  if  you  cdn  find  out  tin  aedmintTf  itf^ 
<<  jwv  foUl drink  a  bctth  or  two  of  wine  with  bim^l  fliould  like  the  cha^ 

<*  raAer  to  go  in  at  fair  as  it  caD."<^0. 
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ttient,  and  fold  it  ^.  The  other  creditors,  thinking 
themfelves  defrauded  by  this  preference,  let  loofe  on 
their  debtor  the  terriers  of  the  law,  and  he  was 
obliged  to  abfcond  from  their  purfuit  in  the  cock- 
loft of  the  White-horfe  inn,  without  bedding,  and, 
but  for  the  female  fervant,  without  food,  till  Sunday 
fet  him  free. 

His  fecond  wife  had  no  lefs  reafon  to  complain  of  Trcanncrt 
his   unkindnefs  and   brutality  than  his  firft  r    (he  ®^^»*^^^^' 
bore  with  the  greateft  patience  the  infults,  violences, 
and  repeated  beatings,  which  his  harfhnefs  and  era- 
city  induced  him  to  inflift,  before  (he  fought  relief 
by  complaining  to  her  friends.     On  her  reprcfent- 
ations,  after  an  unhappy  union  of  three  years  and 
an  half,  they  executed  articles  of  feparation,  which  H'h  Ma/ 
were  drawn  by  Mr.  Jofias  Smith,  a  moft  refpeftable  x»IJi?fe- 
attorney  at  Lewes ;  fhe  engaging  to  pay  to  het  hnf-  paration.- 
band  thirty-five  pounds,  and  he  obliging  himfelf  to 
claim  no  part  of  whatever  goods  ihe  might  gain  in 
future. 

On  leaving  Lewes,  he  fled  to  London  for  con-  Goes  to 
cealment ;  and  foon  after  his  arrival,  hearing  that  ^^^n^on- 
his  wife  had'  been  kindly  received  by  her  brother, 
and  was  comfortably  fettled  with  him,  he  difturbed 
her  repofe  by  contefting  the  validity  of  the  articles 
fo  recently  executed  ;  but  at  length  a  new  deed  was   4th  jyn* 
prepared  in  fuch  terms  as  to  fatisiy  all  parties.  X774* 

After  many  ufelefs  efforts  to  obtain  his  reftoration  Goca  to 
as  an  officer  of  the  exdfe.  Pain's  friend  and  patron,  -^™^<^** 
the  late  George  Lewis  Scott,  recommended  him  to 
Dr.  Benjamin  Franklin,  as  a  perfon  who  could,  at 
that  epoch,  be  ufeful  in  America.     Franklin  gave 

^  Mr.  Whitfield,  by  publifhing  the  following  adi'ertirement,  expofei 
to  the  whole  town  of  Lewes  the  defperate  ftate  of  his  debtar*s  circum— 
ftancesi  **  To  be  fold  by  auction,  on  Thurfday  the  14th  of  April,  and 
**  following  day,  all  the  houfehold  furniiiue,  ftock  in  trade,  and  other 
**  eileAs,  of  Thomas  Pain,  grocer  and  tobaccomit,  near  the  Weft 
*<  Gate  in  Lewes:  alfo,  a  horfe-tobacco  and  fnufF  mill,  with  ail  tho 
**  utenHlt  for  cutting  of  tobacco  and  grinding  of  fnuffj  and  two  un- 
f*  Opened  cntet  of  cream-coloured  itone«ware.**— ^O. 

,     .  him 
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hinl  a  reconlmenciatory  letter  to  Mr.  ft.ichar(i  Beecti^ 
wine-merchant,  at  Philadelphia ;  and  one  of  intro^ 
Scpt,i774,  dudion  to  governor  Ffanklin  of  the  Jerfeys.     Thus 
provided  he  quitted  England,  leaving  behind  him 
acquaintance  who  did  not  efteem,  and  relatives  who 
did  not  regret  him  K 
Kov.t774.      ^  ^  arrival  in  Philadelphia,  he  prefented  his 
His  krft  '  letter  to  Mr.  Beech ;  but  that  gentleman  difcover- 
^|oy-     ing  that  he  could  not  fpell  correftly,  dedhied  re* 
commending  him  as  an  ufher ;  and  he  was  engaged 
by  Mr.  Aitkin,  a  bookfeller,  as  (hopman,  at  a  fa* 
lary  of  twenty  pounds  a-year.    The  ftate  of  Ame-^ 
rica  at  this  period  was  fuch  as  to  aflFord  fuffident 
fcope  for  the  exertions  of  an  a£tive  mind,  to  what* 
ever  courfe  it  was  bent,  and  Pain  did  not  long  re« 
main  unnoticed.    Quitting  the  obfcure  and  unpro^ 
fitable  line  to  which  nis  abilities  at  firft  feemed  to 
No¥.i775.  condemn  him,  he  employed  his  genius  in  experi- 
ments for  fixing  a  cheap,  eafy,  and  expeditious  me* 

1  We  fubjoin  the  following  letter  from  Paints  mother  to  bis  wife  ; 
not  only  for  its  own  merits  but  becattfe  it  afcertaint  hit  Identity,  and 
illufiratet  his  charaAeri 

<<  Dear  Daughter,  Thetford«  Norfolk,  s^th  Juljr  1774. 

*'  I  muft  beg  leave  to  trouble  you  with  my  enouirief  concerning  m^ 

*<  unhappy  fon  and  your  huiband  3  various  are  tne  re|iorts,  the  whicH 

**  I  find  come  driginally  from  the  Excife-oiRce.    Such  u  his  rilcf 

^  **  treatment  to  you,  his  fecretiog  upwiirds  ef  )d/.  intrufted  with  him 
**  to  manage  the  petition  for  advance  of  falaiy  \  and  that  fince  his 
**  difcharge^  he  have  petitioned  to  be  reftored,  which  was  rcjcAed  witH 
**  fcorn.  Since  which  I  am  told  he  have  left  England.  To  all 
*'  which  I  beg  yooMl  be  kind  enough  to  anfwer  me  by  due  courfe  q( 

^**  ix>ft.*You*il  not  be  a  little  furprifed  at  my  To  ftrongly  definng  to' 
**  know  what*s  become  of  him  after  I  repeat  10  you  his  undutifot  beba* 
**  viour  to  the  tendered  of  parents }  he  never  aiked  of  us  any  thing,  bqf 
^  what  was  granted,  that  were  in  our  poor  abilities  to  do)  Hay,  even 
^  diftreffed  outfelves,  whofe  works  are  given  over  by  old  age^  to  let 
**  him  have  ao/«  on  bond,  and  every  other  tender  mark  a  parent  could 
**  poffibly  fhew  a  child ;  bis  ingratitude,  of  rather  want  of  duty,  baa 
**  been  fuch,  that  he  have  not  wrote  to  me  Upwards  of  two  years.-* 
**  If  the  above  account  be  true,  I  am  heartily  forry  that  a  woman,  who(e 
«<  charaAer  and  amiablenefs  deferves  the  greateft  reipeA,  love,  and 
*^  efteem,  as  I  have  always  on  enquiry  been  informed  your*s  did» 
**  flu>uld  be  tied  for  life  to  the  worft  of  hufl>ands.*-I  amg  dear 
^  daughter,  your  affedionate  mother  F.  PaIS.^* 

"  P.  S.   For  God*t  lake  let  me  have  your  anf#er»  at  I  am  admoft 
<<  di|Uiiaed;*-0« 

4  tho4 
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thod  of  making  ialtpetre ;  and  proprofed  the  plan  of 
a  faltpetre  affociation,  for  voluntarily  fupplying  the 
public  magazines  with  gunpowder. 

But  that  which  elevated  him  to  a  pitch  of  unex<-  Pubiifhet 
pe&ed,  and,  for  fuch  an  exertion,  unexampled  ce-  sJJJjy"^'* 
lebrity,  was  the  publication  of  the  pamphlet  called  loth  Jan. 
Common  Sense.     Notwithftanding  all  the  faults  of    •77*- 
ignorance  and  rafhnefs  with  which  it  abounds  ;  not** 
withdanding  the  ingenious  expofure  of  its  errors, 
Yf^itten  by   Dr.  William  Smith,    which  appeared 
under  the  Signature  of  Cato ;  this  book  was  fo  con- 
genial to  the  public  tafte,  that  it  was  univerfaily 
perufed,  and  loudly  praifed.     The  firft  edition  was 
fpeedily  fold ;  a  fecond,  with  a  fupplement  of  one- 
third  more,  was  immediately  prepared ;  a  German 
tranflation  was  printed ;  yet  after  all  thefe  editions^ 
and  all   this  applaufe,  this  wonder-working  pam- 
phlet brought  the  writer  in  debt  to  the  publifher 
agL  i2s.  1^.  if  his  own  ftatemeat  may  be  believed  ^. 
In  fupport  of  this  famous  work,  he  wrote,  in  anfwer 
to  the  animadverfions  of  Cato,  fome  letters  in  the 
Pennfylvania  Journal,  under  the  title  of  a  Forre/ter^ 
which  were  more  fucccfsful,  from  the  difpofition  of 
thofe  to  whom  they  were  addrefTed,  than  the  fober 
refle&ions  of  the  fcholar,  who  taught  only  the  un- 
palatable do&rine  of  obedience.     Nor  did  a  more 
partial  recepticm  await   a  pamphlet  intitled   Plain 
Truths  which,  as  it  was  haftily  written,  was  inatten- 
tively read,  and  little  heard  amidfl:  the  ravings  of 
anarchy. 

In  the  unfuccefsful  campaign  of  17769  he  joined  W^"^  ^^ 
the  American  army,  and  attended  them  in  their  re-  ""^^' 
treat  from  Hudfoa's  river  to  the  Delaware.     While 
every  thing  around  wore  the  moft  difcouraging 
afped,  he  did  not  defpair.     The  congrefs  fled :  all 
were  difmayed  :  yet  Pain  thanked  God  that  he  did 

^  Sec  Patois  PecUratiQD  in  Almonds  Remembrancer,  17SO)  p^^^  !• 
|».  a95.-.0. 
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not  fear.  **  He  knew  well  their  fituation)  and  fa\r 
"  his  way  out  of  it.*'  He  endeavoured,  with  no  in- 
confidcrable  fuccefs,  to  make  others  fee  with  his 
eyes,  to  infpire  others  with  his  confidence^  It  was 
with  this  defign  that  he  publiflied  in  the  Pennfyl- 
vania  Journal,  the  Crisis,  wherein  he  ftates  erery 
topic  of  hope,  and  examines  every  motive  of  appre- 
Jienfion.  This  effay  he  continued  to  publifh  peri- 
odically, daring  the  continuance  of  hoflilities,  as 
often  as  the  neceffity  of  affairs  required  that  he 
ihould  conceal  truth,  or  propagate  falfehood  ^  that 
he  fhould  exhilarate  defpondency,  or  reprefs  hope  L 
The  European  concerns  of  congrefs  were  at  firft 
managed  by  a  committee  for  fecret  correfpondencCj 
which  was  afterwards  converted  into  a  committee  for 
foreign  affairs^  to  which  Pain  was  appointed  fecret- 
ary. All  foreign  letter?,  after  this  appointment," 
yemained  in  his  ofEce  ;  and  his  duty  required  him 
in  future  to  refide  with  congrefs.  He  foon  however 
embarked  in  a  conteft  with  Silas  Deane,  in  which  he 
involved  Robert  Morris,  the  celebrated  financier  of 
the  American  ftates  \  and  perfidioufly,  and  without 
regard  to  official  decorum,  retailed  through  the 
newfpapers  what  he  confidentially  knew  from  the 
-foreign  correfpondence-  Of  this  mifconduft  the 
miniircr  of  France  complained  to  the  congrefs. 
Pain  was  ordered  to  attend.  Being  aiked  by  Jay^ 
the  prefident,  if  he  were  the  author  of  the  publico^ 
iiom  on  Mr.  Deane^s  affairs  ?  and  anfwering,  Tes ; 
he  was  direfted  to  withdraw.  On  the  fubfequent 
day  he  applied  for  an  explanatory  hearing,  which 
was  refufed  ;  and  he  was  obliged  to  give  in  his  re- 
Agnation.  He  did  not  quietly  fuffer  this  difgrace, 
but  wrote^  though  without  fuccefs,  to  excite  the 
people  of  America  againft  the  congrefs.  The 
J'rench  minifler,  Gerard,  attempted  to  gain  luin 

"^  1  TheGiiAs,  No  XIII.  was  publimed  at  Philadelphia  on  the  79th 
of  April  i7S3»  the  fame  day  that  a  ceflation  of  hoftiiitiea  was  prou 
claimed.    This  was  the  lait.    Aim.  Rem.  17S31  part II.  p.  105. — O. 
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over,  hoping  to  extraft  from  him  fome  fecrets  of 
more  importance  than  he  had  before  wantonly  dif- 
clofed;  and  while  he  complained  to  the  congrefs 
publicly,  intrigued  with  Pain  privately.  They  had 
feveral  meetings,  the  objeft  of  which  was  Jilence 
about  Deane  ;  Gerard  made  him  a  genteel  and  pro- 
Jitable  tffer^  but  Pain  was  pledged  to  profecute 
Deane ;  and  he  was  determined  that  penjion  and 
Fain  ihould  never  be  feen  together  in  the  fame  pa- 
ragraph. Thefe  intrigues  were  renewed,  and  con- 
tinued for  fome  time :  Pain  perfifte'd  in  writing 
againft  Deane,  till  the  Americans  grew  tired  of  the 
Cornell "/ 

To 

**  See  thofe  Intrtgoes  detailed  by  Pain  himfelf,  with  little-^rtidence 
and  no  forecaft,  in  Aim.  Rem.  1780,  part  I.  p.  194-  a97*     The  fol- 
lowing public  papers  will  fupply  what  is  defe^iire  in  Pain*s  detail : 
'*  Sir,  Philadelphia,  Jan.  I),  1779* 

'*  It  is  with  real  ratisFa^lion  that  I  execute  the  order  of  Congreis 
"  for  tranrmitring  to  you  (he  inclofed  copy  of  an  aA  of  the  nth 
*'  iilftanr,  on  a  fubje6l  rendered  important  by  afFefiing  the  dignity  of 
'*  congiefsi  the  honour  of  their  great  ally,  and  the  intereftof  both 
"  nations. 

"  The  explicit  dif.ivowaI  and  high  difapprobation  of  congrefs  re- 
lative to  the  publications  referred  to  in  this  aA»  will,  I  flatter  ttiy^ 
felf,  he  no  lefs  fatisfa^^ory  to  hit  moft  cbiiftian  majeity,  than 
pleafing  to  the  people  of  thefe  ftates.  Nor  have  I  the  leaft  doubt 
hut  that  every  attempt  to  injure  the  reputation  of  either,  or  rmpatr 
their  mutual  confidence,  will  meet  with  the  indignation  and  refent- 
^*  mcnt  of  both.         I  have  the  honour,  &c. 

♦'  JoHH  Jav. 

*'  To  the  Hon.  the  Sieur  Gerard,  minifter  plenipotentiary  of  France/* 

*«  In  Congrefs,  January  11,  1779- 
''  Congrefs  refumed  the  conftderation  of  the  publications  in  the 
**  Pennfylvania  pRcket  of  the  sd  and  5th  inftant,  under  the  title  of 
*'  <  Common  Senfe"  to  the  public,  on  Mr.  Deanc^s  affair,  of  which 
**  Mr*  Thomas  Pain,  fecretary  to  the  committee  for  foreign  affiiirs» 
*'  has  ncknowledgrd  himfelf  to  be  the  author;  and  alfothe  memoriala 
*'  of  the  minirier  plenipotentiary  of  France  of  the  5(h'and  lOtK  inflanr, 
*'  rerpe<f^ing  the  faid  publications;    whereupon,   Refohoed  anamwtwfljf 
"  That  in  anfwer  to  the  memorials  of  the  Hon.  Sieur  Gerard,  mini- 
**  fter  plenipotentiary  of  his  moi>  chriftian  majeily,  of  the  5th  and, 
^  lotb  inftant,  the  prefident  be  directed  to  affnrc  the  faid  minifler» 
'*  tbkt  congrefs  do  fully,  and  in  the  clearett  and  moft  explicit  man- 
**  otr,  difarow  the  publications  referred  to  in  the  faid  memorials  f 
**  and  as  they  are  coavinced  by  indifpntable  evidence  that  the  foppliet 
**  Ihipped  ID  the  Amjihitriie;  Seine,  and  Mercoryy  were  not  m  pre* 
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To  compenfate  for  the  lofs  of  politfcal  honowrtf 
F^  now  received  thofe  of  the  academy.  The  uni- 
verfity  of  Pennfylvania,  after  the  tumult  of  the  times 
had  driven  his  old  antagonift  the  preiident  away^ 
conferred  on  him  the  degree  of  fiu^er  ^  arts.  He 
was  chofen  a  member  of  the  American  Philofophical 
Society,  and  clerk  of  the  ailembly  of  Pennfylvania. 
On  the  ftagnation  of  the  congrefs  paper  credit,  he 
publiihied  a  Crifis  extraordinary ;  but  eloquence  like 
his,  though  it  might  be  acceptable  at  the  moment  of 
incipient  mnova!  ion,  and  ufeful  ia  exciting  the  ex- 
ertions of  the  turbulent,  and  the  clamours  of  the 
difaflFeded,  was  of  no  avail  againfl  the  impreflions  of 
inftast  calamity  and  approaching  ruin.  He  cheered 
the  Americans  from  time  to  time  with  another  srifisj 
till  his  crifis  becoming  common,  was  no  longer  a 
drifts  \  and  was  therefore  read  without  attaidon, 
and  thrown  away  without  efficacy. 


\ 


'<  Cent,  and  that  hit  moft  chriftian  majefty,  the  great  and  geacRmc 
*<  ally  of  thefe  United  Statet^  did  not  preface  his  alliance  with  any 
**  fuppUai  whatever  lient  to  America^  fothey  have  not  authorifed  the 
**  writer  of  the  faid  publications  to  make  any  fuch  afiertiona  as  ate 
*<  contained  therein  \  but  on  the  contrary,  do  highly  difapproveof  the 
"  £ime.** 

To  which  Mr.  Gerard  returned  the  following  anfwer : 
**  SlR»  Philadelphia,  Jan.  14,  lyyf  • 

^*  I  have  leceived  the  letter  with  which  you  honoured  me  on  the  >3ck 
*<  in(Vant,  inclofing  me  the  refolve  of  congreft  in  anfwer  to  the  re* 
*'  prefentations  I  had  the  honour  to  make  them  on  the  5th  and  loth* 

*<  I  intreat  you  to  receive  and  to  expref«  to  congrefs,  the  great  (cn- 
<<  Ghility  witii  which  I  felt  their  frank,  noble,  and  categorical  nan* 
<*  ner  of  de(iix>yiug  ihufe  falfe  and   dangerous  iniinuations  whicli 

might  miflead  ignoraiit  people,  and  put  arms  into  the  bands  of  the 

common  enemy. 

**  To  the  king,  my  mafter,  iir,  no  proofs  ut  necclTary  to  tha 
*'  foundation  of  a  confidence  in  the  firm  and  conftant  adherence  of 

congrtfs  to  the  principles  of  the  alliance  \  but  his  majefty  will  alwajra 

behold  with  pleafure  the  ueafures  which  congrefs  may  take  to  pre> 
*'  ferve  inviolate  its  reputation  |  and  it  is  from  the  fame  cunfideratioo* 
**  I  flatter  myfelf,  he  will  find  my  reprefentaiionson  the  7tb  Deccmbi  v 
**  eijually  worth  his  confideiation.        I  am,  &c« 

«'  OtRAao. 

<<  Publiflied  by  order  of  congrefs     CiiAtuss  TaoMioii,  Sec.^ 
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At  length  a  confcioufnefs  of  infigmficance,  or  ^q^^* 
defire  of  change^  induced  Pain  to  accompany  the  Pnmcet 
younger  Laurens   to  France.      While  he  was  at 
L'Orient,  preparing  to  return  to  America,  the  AnnaMajri7Sc. 
Terefa  packet-boat  for  New  York  was  carried  into 
France  by  the  Madame,  French  privateer.     This 
event  gave  him  an  opportunity  of  peruftng  the  mi- 
nifter's  difpatches,  which  Laurens  carried  to  con- 
grefs  when  th^  both  returned   to  Philadelphia  \ 
He  pretends  that  at^this  period  he  proje^^ed  a  fecret^^P^-'7^t« 
trip  to  London,  in  order  to  open  the  eyes  of  the  courts  Americ%^ 
try  with  refpeS  to  the  madnefs  and  Jiupidity  of  its 
government  \     It  is  of  little  confequence  to  difcufs 
the  merits  of  an  unexecuted  project ;  but  in  this 
afiertion  there  is  fuch  a  mixture  of  abfurdity  and 
impudence,  that  it  claims  fome  notice.     Pam,  it 
feems  by  his  own  account,  bad  formed  to  himfelf  a 
defign  of  coming  over  to  England  in  the  latter  end  of 
the  year  1780.      He  communicated  it  to  general 
Greene,  who  at  fh'ft  vehemently  approved  it ;  but 
the  aifair  of  Arnold  and  Andr^  happening  foon 
after,  the  general  became  alarmed  for  the  lafety  of 
the  profound  politician,  and  diiTuaded  him  from  ex- 
ecuting his  fcheme.      In  truth,  if  he  had  really 
formed  fuch  a  fcheme,  the  general  fhewed  more 
wifdbm  than  belonged  to  the  mafter  of  arts.     The 
fuccefs  of  his  plan  depended  only  on  his  getting  over 
to  England  without  being  kmrwn^  and  only  remaining 
in  f^ety  till  he  could  get  out  a  publication.     The  man  ^ 

wlu>  could  form  fuch  a  projed  has  little  right  to 
exult  over  the  ftupidity  of  others !  But  after  all, 
what  need  was  there  to  rifk  a  life  fo  prions  by 

■  RigYitt,  part  ii.  p.  95.  He  there  gives  an  account  of  that  whole 
•dvetittire,  but  with  foHit  eirciimAanees  which  create  diftraft.  The 
fmSk  iff  that  the  original  dirpatches,  which  were  dated  the  7tb  of 
March  17S1,  were  publiftied  in  the  Amfterdam  Gazette  of  the  tith  of 
Jon«  ffSr,  and  were  afterwards  repuhliihed  in  the  E^gltfli  Regiflert. 
Vet  he  pretends,  with  hts  ufoel  iclf.rtiAcicncy,  to  have  feeo  in  thoA 
original  difpatches  the  ftupidity  of  the  Eogltih  cabinet  far  more  than  he 
olberwife  could  have  done.^O. 

*  Set  Rights,  «bi  fopra* 

V  3  coming 
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coming  to  England  ?    AH  his  publications  came 
through  the  prefles  of  London,  without  his  perfonal 
affi  (lance,  and  without  contributing  very  much  to 
open  the  eyes  of  the  country.     His  venom  would  have 
been  as  eflfeftually  circulated  from  America  or  from. 
France  then,  as  it  is  now, 
T781.         Before  the  American   revolution  was  really  at- 
Writet  a    ci^Jeved,  the  abbe  Raynal  haftened  to  give  his  hif- 
KaynaK     tory  ot  It **,      ihis  publication  was  difpleafmg  to  the 
Americans  in  general,  and  ofFenfive  to  Pain  in  par- 
ticular,  as  the  abbi5  had,  on  falfe  pretences,  ob- 
tained Pain's   metaphyfics,  and  fold   them   as   his 
own ;  thus  borrowing  his  morals  with  his  maxims. 
He  poured  forth  his  indignation  on  this  fubjeft  la 
feveaty-fix  oftavo  pages  of  intemperate  criticifm ; 
and  violently  reclaimed  his  property,  afcertaining  it 
by  the  mod  indubitable  marks.     The  pamphlet  has 
all  the  charafteriftics  of  its  author's  other  produc- 
tions :  the  fame  violence,  the  fame  boldnefs  of  af- 
fumption  and  raflinefs  of  conclufion,  the  fame  indif* 
ference  to  propriety,  and  the  fame  contempt  of  all 
.    laws,  thofe  of  grammar  not  excepted. 
99th  oa.       Pain  had  fqarcely  difpatched  his  letter  to  the  abbe 
w*H»e5  his  Raynal,  when  he  wrote  an  epiftle  to  the  earl  of  Shel- 
Lcttcrto    burne.     The  noble  earl  had  faid  in  parliament,  it 
clicmurne^  feems,  in  a  tone  which  ftill  vibrates  in  the  ears  of 
'  Engliflimen,  that  when  Great  Britain  jhall  acknow- 
ledge  American  independence^   the  fun  of  Britain* s 
glory  is  fet  for  ever.     Pain  reafons  and  laughs  with 
'the  parliamentary  prophet,   through  a  little  pam- 
phlet of  twenty-eight  pages. 
19th  April.      On  the  day  a  ceffation  of  hoftilities  was  pro- 
hu^iai?"   clain^ed.  Pain  publiflied  his  laft  Crifis,  which  was 
Crifii.       afterwards    reprinted    under    the    title    of   Paints 
Thoughts  on  the  Peace.     He  concluded  this  valedic- 
tory oration  in  the  following  words :  Nowj  gentle^ 
men,  you  are  independent^^t  down  and  be  bapfy% 

p  It  was  publiihed  at  London  in  Pecember  i^Si.—O. 

But 


PAIN.  295_ 

But  the  country  was  far  from  being  happy;  nor. 
was  the  magic  of  words  fufficient  to  compenfate  for- 
phyiical  wants  and  focial  privations.  Pain,  who  was  no  - 
longer  pf  ufe,  fuffered  all  the  miferies  of  depepc^ent 
penury «     He  was  employed  for  feveral  years  4n  fo- 
licitiag'  the  American  afli^mblies  to  gram  him  feme ' 
reward  for  his  labours.     New  York  conferred  on-  »783« 
him  fotne.  forfeited  lands  at  New  RocheUe,  which,  ^^^.j^^" 
a&  they  were  neither  tenanted  nor  cultivated,  brought  * 
him  no  annual  income.      Pennfylvania  gave  faim    r- ^i.y: 
five  hundred  pounds,  which,  in  fpite  of  his  proteft-? 
ations,  was  a  mode  of  uniting  pstiftm  and  iV'^  in 
the  fame  paragraph  \     ' 

Having  ftayed  in  America  long  enough  to  fee  tlie»   '7«^" 
people  awaking  to-  order  and  law;  to  find  himfelf  ^^,^erfca, 
no  longer  look^ed  upon  as  a  fafe  dire^r  or  wife 
politician,  but  co^figned  with  the  moft  conten;ipt-  ^, 

uous  indifierence  to  oblivion  ;  he  quitted  the  United 
States,  leaving  the  American  citizens  to  build  up 
as  they  could  the  feveral  fabrics  he  had  fo  power- 
fully  contributed  to  overturn ;  and  a  young  woman 
at  New  York,  of  a  reputable  family,  to  deplore  the 
effects  of  a  profligacy  that  will  probably  prevent  his. 
return  to  his  beloved  America.  He  arrived  in  Paris,  »787- 
with  no  other  introdudtion  than  his  literary  fame,  pari^* 
and  the  model  of  a  bridge  he  had  projeded,  which 
he  exhibited  to  the  French  academy.  That  body, 
with  their  ufual  politenefs  and  indifference,  thanked 
him  for  the  fight,  but  did  not  honour  him  \with  any- 
further  notice. 

In  the  autumn  of  the  fame  year  he  returned  to  Returns  to 
England,  and  took  up  his  refidence  at  the  White  ^"g^»"<*> 
Bear,  Piccadilly.     He  did  not  make  a  long  abode  m  3d  Sepr. 

1  In  the  Maryland  Journal,  dared  the  31ft  of  December  17S4,  thtre 
t»  ihe  following  article :  <*  On  the  6th  inftant,  his  excellency  jo^in 
"  Diclcenfon,  preGdent  of  the  State  of  Pennfylvania,  ftnt  a  mell-ige  k>^ 
"  theafTembly  refpe6ling  Mr.  Thomas  Pain,  the  author  of  Common 
''  Senfe  and  other  political  pieces,  ftrongly  recomuiending  to  their 
**  Jibtice  bi«  (eivices  and  fituation.** — O. 

u  4  London, 
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L<Midon,  but  went  to  Thetford  to  vifit  hfe  mother, 
to  whom  he  had  previotrily  remitted  the  twenty 
pounds  advanced  on  his  bond,  as  mentioned  in  her 
letter  to  his  wife.  He  now  promifed  her  an  allow- 
ance of  nine  (hillings  a-week,  to  be  paid  by  one 
Whitefide,  an  American  merchant ;  but  owing  to 
the  ccmfufion  in  that  trader^s  affairs,  or  to  fome 
other  caufe,  this  allowance  was  foon  Hopt.  Before 
the  end  of  the  year,  he  returned  to  London,  and 

Publifliei.  publifhed  his  Pro/peds  on  the  Rubicon  ;  or^  an  Inv^i" 
gaiion  into  the  caufes  and  confequences  of  the  politics  to 
be  agitated  at  the  meeting  of  parliament.  This  is  an 
o£tavo  tra£l  of  fixty*eight  pages,  and  difcufles  a 
great  multiplicity  of  topics,  particularly  the  affairs  of 
Holland :  but  it  is  now  no  longer  remembered. 
»7«8.         Pain  now  employed  himfelf  with  great  affiduity 

bridge.  ^**  '^^  building  his  bridge.  For  this  end,  he  made  a 
journey  to  Rotheram  in  Yorkflure,  in  order  to  fu- 
pefintend  the  cafting*  of  the  iron  by  Mr.  Walker. 
While  thus  occupied  at  Rotheram,  his  French  fa- 
miliarity is  faid  not  to  have  much  pleafed  the  Eng- 
Bfh  ladies ;  and  their  difpleafure  induced  Mr.  Walker 
to  turn  Pain  out  of  his  houfe.  The  bridge,  how- 
ever, was  at  length  erefted  in  a  clofe  at  Leafing- 
Greeit ;  being  an  arch  conftrufted  of  iron,  one 
hundred  and  ten  feet  in  the  fpan,  five  feet  from  the 
ipring,  and  twenty  two  feet  in  breadth.  It  was 
erefted  chiefly  at  the  charge  of  Mr.  Walker  ;  but 
the  prcjeft  had  coft  the  projeftor  a  large  fum,  which 
was  moftly  fumifhed  by  Mr.  Whitefide.  The  bridge 
was  Ihewn  for  fome  time  at  the  Yorkfhire  Stingo, 
foj  a  fhiiling '.  As  this  was  not  the  firft  ir(m 
bridge  which  was  known  to  the  Engliih,  it  is  not 
eafy  to  difcover  why  the  projeftor,  who  had  a  model, 

'  Pain.*s  bridge  was  raken  to  pieces  in  06lober  i79X»  in  order  tb&t 
•ther  ere^lions  iright  be  btiilt  in  irs  pUce,  and  that  the  rent  of  th« 
clofr  in  which  it  flood  might  he  paid :  the  timber  of  it  was  fold  to  the 
neighbouring  builders,  and  the  csiltinj;i  of  iroa  wcr^ftot  to  Vorklhire^ 
whence  ihcy  came.— U. 
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iliould  incur  fo  great  an  expence,  merely  to  make  a 
ihow. 

Whkelide  having  become  a  bankrupt,  and  his  isamfted^ 
affignees  finding  fix  hundred  and  twenty  pounds 
charged  againil  Pain,  they  fued  out  a  writ  againft 
faim :  he  was  arrefted  at  the  White  Bear,  and  car-  ft9tb  oa. 
Tied    to  Armftrong's    lock-up    houfe    in    Carey-     '7*'* 
flreet.     Here  he  lay  for  three  weeks,  at  the  end 
of  which  he  was  bailed  by  fome  American  mer- 
chants i  and   at  length  compromifed  the  bufinefs^ 
by  paying  four  hundred  and  fixty  pounds  which 
had  been  remitted  to   him  from  America,    and 
giving  his  own  note  for  one  hundred  and  iixty 
more. 

At  this  period,  the  French   revolution  had  af-  Goet  iq 
fumed  that  chancer  of  horror  which  rendered  it  ^'^""* 
too  interefting  to  Pain  for  him  to  endure  a  longer 
afafence.     The  capture  of  the  Baftille,  the  mafiacres 
of  the  fummer,  and  the  imprifonment  of  the  king 
on  the  6th  of  OAober,  were  evidences  of  a  revolu- 
tionary fpirit,  which  promifed  to  a  mind  like  his 
the  fuUeft  enjoyment.     He  accordingly  repaired  to 
Paris.     But  the  revolution  of  France  was  not  like 
that  of  America ;   his  flownefs  of  conception,  and 
difficulty  of  argumentation,  were  ill  calculated  to' 
advance  his  reputation  among  the  rapid  thinkers, 
and  fluent  fpeakers  and  writers  who  illuminated  the 
public  mind  at  Paris.      He   could  only  wait  in, 
gloomy  patience  till  fome  active  apoftle  of  fedition 
in  England  ihould,   by  an  application  of  French 
dodrines  to  this  country,  eredt  a  ftandard  under 
which  he  might  range  himfelf,  and  by  fome  defpe- 
rate  exertion  refcue  his   name  from  that  oblivioi) 
into  which  it  was  rapidly  fmking.     Nor  was  an  op- 
portunity of  this  kind  long  wanting :   Dr.  Price's  Public 
extraordinary  fermon  had  excited  the  deteftation  of  ^^^Jl^f 
every  well-difpofed  man    in  England :    that  fuch  Reflec- 
dodrines  fhould  be  fo  promulgated,  if  not  abfolutely  ^'®»*- 
a  novelty,  was  nevertheleis  a  perverfion  of  the  cha- 
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YZ&eT  of  a  preacher,  fo  abominable,  and  fo  flagrant, 
as  to  demand  a  public  and  fevere  reprehenfion.  It 
■790*  was  generally  known  that  Burke  had  undertaken 
the  talk,  and  expedation  was  drained  to  the  mod 
intereftmg  degree  of  anxiety,  for  the  publication 
of  the  fentiments  of  that  great  politician  on  fo 
important  a  topic.  Such  a  work  as  he  produced 
would  have  been  difhonoured  by  a  fmaller  fhart  of 
expectation,  and  an  expeCtadon  fo  vaft  could  only  be 
gratified  by  the  work  which  had  excited  it.  Lan- 
guage lefs  powerful  than  that  of  the  mafter  of  the 
iublime  himfelf,  would  be  inadequate  duly  to  praife 
the  *'  Refledlions  on  the  Revolution  ;*'  its  merit^can 
only  be  appreciated  by  the  never-dying  rancour  it 
excited  in  the  minds  of  his  oppohents,  a  rancour 
which  age,  afflidion,  ficknefs,  and  even  death  itfelf 
could  not  afluage. 
Fain  re-  Pain  was  fo  delighted  with  the  profpeft  of  obtain- 
•wfwer**  ^^S  public  notice  by  being  known  as  the  antagonift 
iiiciB»  of  Burke,  that,  as  he  himfelf  informs  us,  ^^  as 
^'  foon  as  he  faw  the  advertifement  of  the  pamphlet 
**  he  intended  to  publifli,  he  promifed  fome  of  the 
"  friends  of  the  revolution  in  France,  that  wheri- 
*'  ever  Mr.  Burke's  pamphlet  came  forth  he  would 
"  anfwer  it '."  The  rapid  diffemination  of  Burke's 
book,  without  any  redudion  of  its  price,  without 
any  recommendation  but  its  own  merit,  without 
any  patronage  but  the  public  curiofity,  produced  a 
numerous,  though  not  very  formidable  tribe  of  tf«- 
fwerers.  Every  weapon  of  affault  was  tried,  from 
the  mod  ponderous  argumentation,  to  the  moft 
frivolous  raillery ;  but  iii  vain :  thefe  produSions 
have  paffed  from  the  fhelf  of  the  bookfeller  to  the 
fhop  of  the  trunk^makcr,  without  animadverfion 
from  the  illuftrious  author  againft  whofe  fame  they 
were  direfted,  while  his  book  continues  to  be  read, 
praifed,  and  quoted  by  every  man  of  true  geoiuSj 

^  Preface  to  the  Righttof  Man,  part  I, 
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every  man  who  is  capable  of  admiring  the  vaft  efforts 
of  a  vigorous  mind,  which,  by  an  accurate  invefti- 
gation  of  caufes,  delineated  their  certain '  confe- 
quences  wtth  all  the  force  of  prophecy.  To  pre-  Comet  to 
pare  himfelf  for  this  important  affault,  Pain  came  to  ^"S***^^* 
England,  and  in  a  few  months  his  publication  faw 
the  light.  It  was  fubmitted  to  the  revifal  of  Mr. 
Brand  Hollis,  and  a  committee  of  democrats,  by 
whom,  after  fome  ftruggles  between  the  defires  of  the 
author  and  the  wifhes  of  his  patrons,  it  was  fitted 
for  the  prefs.     It  was  firft  printed  for  Johnfon  in  St.  ^ 

Paul's  church-yard,  but  he  declined  felling  it.  This 
unexpefted  refufal  caufed  a  month's  delay.  A  few 
copies  were,  however,  fmuggled  into  private  hands, 
and  many  artifices  were  ufed  to  excite  and  keep  up  a 
fpirit  of  curiofity  which  might  be  beneficial  to  its 
objeft. 

At  length  this  mutilated  brat  was  delivered  to  the  13th' Mar. 
public  by  Jordan  of  Fleet-ftreet «.     To  the  parent  „  '7?'- 
this  was   a  moment  01  pecuhar  anxiety:   beiides  the  Rights 
his  cares  for  his  child,  he  feared  or  pretended  to  of  Man, 
fear  that  the  audacity  of  his  attack  might  endanger  ^*^  '* 
his  perfonal  faftty.    He  found  Ihelter  in  the  houfe  of 
his  friend  Mr.  Hollis,  and  caufed  it  to  be  generally 
rumoured  that  he  was  returned  to  France.     But  all 
thefe  artifices  did   not  fucceed  in  raifing  the  pam- 
phlet to  that  degree  of  notice  which  would  produce 
all  the  evil  confequences  the  author  intended.     There 
were  numbers,  no  doubt,  who  praifed  it,  becaufe 
they  wiihed  it&  tenets  triumphant ;    there  are  fome 
who  rejoice  to  fee  real  learning  defied  by  grofs  illi- 
terature ;   and  the  Conftitutional  Society,  as  it  was 
called,  ftrenuoufly  recommended  this  traft  to  the  per- 
ufal  of  the  people.     But  the  officers  of  government 

'  The  caftrating  hand  of  Mr.  Jordan  appears  in  the  title*pag« ;  he 
there  malcet  Thomas  Painr  a  fecretary  for  finign  affalrt  to  coogrefs,  in- 
ftead  of  the  ftcretary  to  a  committee  of  eongrefs  for  iurtign  affairs.  The  cleric 
of  the  houte  of  commons,  and  the  cicrk  of  ^  conunittce  of  that  houfe, 
^  quite  diaina  officer8.--*0. 

<  overlooked 


ovcTlooked  the  pamphlet  and  its  applauders  with 
the  mod  mortifying  contempt. 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  review  this  publicaticHi, 
on  which  the  lenfe  of  the  thinkii^  part  of  the 
community  is  decidedly  pronounced.  Burke  left 
it  to  find  its  way  to  notice  or  oblivion  without  bis 
recommendation  or  reprehenlion ;  he  would  not 
descend  from  the  dignity  of  his  political  eminence 
to  engage  perfonally  in  a  conteft,  which  would  have 
been  as  degrading  to  him,  as  it  would  for  Achilles 
to  have  entered  the  lifts  againft  Therfites.  In 
numerous  critical  publications  the  faults  of  ftyle 
and  reafoning.  are  expofed,  but  in  none  better  than 
the  work  to  which  I  am  fo  much  indebted  for  inform- 
ation. In  that  publication  there  is  a  copious  analyiis 
of  "  The  Rights  of  Man,"  under  the  different  heads 
of  "  Bad  Grammar,  Barbarifm,  Solecifm,  Impro- 
*'  priety,  and  Nonfenfe,"  and  to  that  I  refer  my 
readers ".  But  the  character  of  the  man,  as  an 
individual,  would  be  unfairly  concealed  by  his  exer- 
tions as  an  author,  were  I  to  omit  the  following 
inllance  of  literary  diflionelty,  which  I  Oiall  give 
without  a  comment,  in  the  very  words  of  the  au- 
thor who  firft  detefted  it '.  He  quotes  the  follow- 
ing fentence  of  Burke :  *'  The  circumftances  are 
**  what  render  every  civil  and  political  fcheme 
"  beneficial  or  noxious  to  mankind.  Abftradedly 
**  fpeaking,  goverpment,  as  well  as  liberty,  is  good ; 
**  yet  could  I,  in  common  fenfe,  ten  years  ago,  have 
**  felicitated  France  on  her  enjoyment  of  a  govern- 
**  ment,  (for  (be  then  had  a  government,)  without 
**  inquiry  what  the  nanire  of  that  government  was, 
*'  or  how  it  was  adminiftered  i"  On  this  paOage 
he  has  a  note  in  thefe  words : 

*'  I  will  not  put  it  in  the  text,  but  I  earneftly  beg 
**  the  attention  of  whoever  reads  this  pamphlet,  to 
•*  what  follows  in  this  note." 

■  Lifeof  7^om*iP«tii,  leth  *ililion,  p.  65  ttjf, 
<  Profcflor  Wilde  of  Edinburgh.     See  hi*  cscdlMt  Addnft  M  id* 
Sucietv  ol  "  Friend*  of  the  People,"  p.  64. 

On 
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On  the  23d  page  of  the  firji  Part  of  ^^  Rights 
•*  of  Man/*  Mr.  Pain  writes  thus  : 

**  But  Mr,  Burke  appears  -to  have  no  idea  of 
**  principles  when  he  is  contemplating  governments. 
**  Ten  years  ago  (fays  he)  /  could  have  felicitated 
•'  France  on  her  having  a  government^  without  inquire 

ing  what  the  nature  of  that  government  was^  or  how 

it  was  admini/ierecL     Is  this  the  language  of  ^ 

rational  man  ?  On  this  ground  Mr.  Burke  mufi 
"  compliment  every  government  in  tl^  world, 
*'  while  the  vi£lims  who  fuffer  under  them,  whether 
"  fold  into  flavery,  or  tortured  out  of  .exiftence, 
**  are  wholly  forgotten.  It  is  power  and  not  prin- 
*'  ciples,  that  Mr.  Burke  venerates  ;  and  under  this 
^^  abominable  depravity,  he  is  difqualified  to  judge 
"  between  them. 

"  I  have  looked  into  feveral  editions  of  Pain,  and 
'^  this  paragraph  {lands  the  fame  in  all  of  them. 

*'  I  do  not  believe  that  there  is  any  where  elfe 
**  in  the  world  to  be  found  an  inftance  of  fuch 
'^  fliamelefs  falfification.  Good*breeding  is  due  to 
"  the  public,  and  \  would  not  wifli  to  be  deficient 
**  in  this  refpeft.  Yet  there  are  certain  things 
"  which  can  only  be  called  by  certain  names.  Mr. 
'^^  Pain  has  recorded  himfelf  as  long  as  his  bode 
•*  lafts,  to  be  a  deliberate  liar. 

**  An  ufeful  leffon,  however,  arifes  from  this ; 
**  and  I  (hall  take  the  liberty  Ihortly  to  enforce  it. 

**  I  do  not  know  that  this  forgery,  impudently 
^  glaring  as  it  is,  has  been  hitherto  deteded  by  any 
^  perfon.  By  thofe  who  did  not  much  attend  to 
^  Mr.  Pain,  this  might  not  be  much  attended  n> 
^^  either.  But  with  Mr.  P^'s  difdpks  (who 
*'  either  do  not  read,  or  read  without  underftand-^ 
•*  i^  it,  Mr.  Burke's  book)  it  would  obtain 
**  thorough  credit,  that  Mr.  Burke  thought  any 
**  form  or  mode  of  government  whatever  good; 
^'  and  this  wilful  faUfehood  commented  upon  by 
^  their  mailer,  would  be  of  more  ufe  to  his  fyftem 
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**  than  a  thoufand  arguments.  Once  believed,  it 
took  from  Mr.  Burke's  authority  every  fort  df 
poflible  eftimation.  What  was  it  that  he  de- 
fended the  conftitution  of  England,  who  would 
defend  any  government  under  the  fun?  With 
utility  fo  great  and  manifeft.  Pain  would  care  but 
little  (and  it  might  not  even  happen)  for  after 
** .  deteftion.  That  deteftion  would  not  again  reft 
**  on  the  undermined  authority,  in  whofe  place  he 
*'  had  now  fixed  his  own  opinions.  And  as  to  any 
^'  ihame,  he^  and  thofe  like  him,  had  but  little 
**  acquaintance  with  that  fenfation. 

*^  It  is  therefore  a  leffon  moft  neceflary  to  be  2t- 
**  tended  to,  (and  which  the  detedion  of  this  forgery 
*'  demonftrates,)  that,  where  falfehoods  can  be  of 
*'  ufe,  neither  their  utter  improbability,  nor  their 
•'  almoft  certainty  of  being  difcovered,  will  prevent 
wicked  and  daring  men  from  employing  them. 
In  a  time  accordingly,  like  the  prefent,  he  who, 
**  uninformed  himfelf,  grounds  his  approbation  or 
difapprobation  of  any  proceedings  or  opinions 
upon  the  information  of  men  of  dubious  cha- 
**  raders,  who  are  interefted  to  miflead,  who  con- 
*'  ceal  their  names,  or  who  do  not  give  (or  are  not 
**  rjeady  to  give)  their  authorities,  commits  a  very 
^'  great  evil.  He  encourages  the  propagation  of 
**  ralfehood  for  the  purpofes  of  wickednefs.  Nor 
**  after  fuch  an  expofure  as  I  have  juft  now  made, 
"  can  any  perfon  juftify  himfelf  by  the  common 
**  faith  that  is  due  to  the  common  run  of  men.  At 
**  leaft,  on  the  part  of  Pain,  there  can  be  no  queftion 
*'  that  he  who  is  deceived  has  himfelf  only  to 
*'  blame.  It  is  a  ft  range  thing  belief,  after  recorded 
**  felfehood.'* 

The  reviews  of  criticifm,  however,  did  not  pre- 
vent Pain  from  receiving  the  applaufe  of  party, 
(ince  he  promoted  the  interefts  of  faftion.  Nay, 
philology  came  in  the  perfon  of  Home  Tooke,  who 
found  out  his  retreat^  after  fome  inquiry,  to  mingle 
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her  cordial  congratulations  with  the  thanks  of 
greater  powers,  Tou  are^  he  faid,  like  yove  coming 
down  upon  us  in  ajhower  of  gold.  Pain  was  highly 
gratified  by  fuch  attentions  ;  yet  he  was  not  happy  ; 
he  plainly  wifhed  for  fdmething  that  was  ftudioufly 
witfkheld.  Like  Roufleau,  he  longed  for  profecu- 
tion.  While  fluttering  on  the  wing  for  Paris,  he 
hovered  about  London  a  whole  week,  waiting 
to  be  taken,  not  by  the  catchpoles  of  creditors, 
but  by  the  runners  of  Bow-ftreet.  Yet  the 
meffengers  of  the  prefs  would  not  meddle  with 
either  his  perfon  or  bis  pamphlet.  Upon  what  mo- 
tives  government  afted  cannot  be  afcertained- 
Whether  the  minifters  trufted  to  the  good  fenfe  of 
England,  which  generally  gains  the  afcendancy,  or 
were  not  willing  prematurely  to  engage  in  vindic- 
tive profecutions,  is  left  entirely  to  conjefture. 

At  length.  Pain  departed  for  Paris,     He  there  May  17^1. 
formed  a  connexion  with  Condorcet,  BrifTof,  and  ^^*  *^ 
a  few  others  of  that  ftamp,  who,  diffatisfied  with  the    ""*' 
exifting  government,  and  defpairing  of  pre-eminence 
even  fliould  the  views  of  Orleans  fucceed,  began  to 
broach  doftrines  of  republicanifra.      The  flight  of  vvntrt  Le 
the  king  gave  an  opportunity  of  detailing  this  doc-  ^^^"'*^*- 
trine,  which  was  not  popular,  or  its  difciples  nu- 
merous.    Pain  and  his  two  aflbciates  engaged  in 
the  paper  called  Le  Republicain^  notwithftanding  his 
ignorance  of  the  French  language,  which  was  reme- 
died by  the  kindnefs   of    Condorcet's    wife,   who  • 
tranflated  his  contributions.     Pain,  on  this  occafion, 
hoped  to  elevate  himfelf  to  a ,  great  degree  of  notice, 
by  a  challenge  to   the  abbe  Syeyes,   in  which  he 
undertook  to  anfwer  all  that  could  be  advanced  in 
favour  of  monarchy,  in  any   form  or  fpace,  in  a 
work  of  fifty  pages  ^.     The  abbe  did  not  accept  the 
challenge,    and   Le  Republicain    was   foon  difcon- 
tinued. 

J  Moore*!  View^  vol.  ii.  p.  37^. 
••  .  At 
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HUperfon      At  Paris,  Pain  met  mih  Mr.  Thomas  Chridie^ 
in  dinger,  ^j^^  made  fomc  figure   by  his  eulogium  on   the 
French  revolution  and  conftitution.     On  the    day 
of  the  king's  return  they  met  with  an  adventure^ 
which,  had  it  been  their  gift  to  learn  by  experience, 
would  have  imparted  fome  doubts  concerning  the 
pre-eminence  of  a  popular  government.     At  the 
moment  when  all  thofe  whom  curiofity  had  attracted 
to  fee  the  king  brought  into  the  capital  a  prifoner, 
were  ordered  to  be  covered.  Pain  had   loft    his 
cockade.     This  reduced  him  to  the  dilemma   of 
difobeying  the  importatit  command  of  the  aflem- 
bly,  or  of  appearing  without  a  cockade,  either  of 
wnich  amounted  to  a  crime  of  leze-naiionj  and  fub- 
je£ted   the    delinquent  to   immediate    puniihment. 
Already  the  fetal  cry  was  heard,  arijiocrat !  drifto- 
crai !   a  la  lenteme!    A  Frenchman,    who   could 
Ipeak  Englifli,  defired  him  to  put  on  his  hat.     He 
explained  his  embarraflment,  and  the  fentimental 
mob  was  with  fome  difficulty  fatisfied  and  appeafed  % 
ifthjuly.       Difappointcd    in   his   expe£):ation   of   notice   in 
Keturns  to  France,  Pain  returned  to  England,  juft  in  time  to 
»4th» '    partake  in  the  celebration  of  the  French  revolution. 
Yet  it  was  deemed  proper  that  he  ihould  not  ap- 
pear at  the  dinner,  and  he  came  not  to  the  Crown 
and  Anchor   tavern  till   eight   o'clock,  when  the 
celebrators  had  been  hiifed  away  by  the  multitude. 
Soon  after  this  Pain  retired  to  Greenwich,  to  write 
.   his  Second  Part  of  the  Rights  of  Man. 
i6ih  Feb.       This  malignant  libel  was  publifiied  by  Jordan  in 
PubiSh'     Fleet-ftreet.      Grown  bolder   from  impunity,  and 
Rights  of  additionally  ambitious    of  the  fame  which  would 
Man,        refult  from  profecution,  he  wrote  to  Jordan  on  the 
*"    •     day  of  publication,  requefting  him,  "  If  any  perfon, 
under  the  fandion  of  authority,  ihould  inquire 
refpecling  the  author  and  publifher,  to  mention 


€( 

u 


»  See  Mr.  TbomsM  Chriftie's  letter,  dated  from  Paril,  June  sad^ 
1791,  and  publi(hcj  in  tbc  Morning  Chronicle  of  the  a9ih  Jane 
1791.— O. 

««  him. 
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**  him,  as  )ie  would  appear  and  anfwer  for  the  work 
^^  perfbnally/'  In  this,  however,  he  was  difap* 
pointed :  it  required  a  meafure  more  audacious  and 
flagrant  than  that  of  a  tranquil  publication,  to  roufe 
the  reientment  of  an  infulted  government. 

This  work  is  now  put  out  of  circulation  by  the 
verdi£l  of  a  jury,  and  for  a  criticifm  on  it  I  muft 
again  refer  my  reader  to  *^  the  Life  of  Pain,'' 
where  he  will  find  an  ample  and  able  difcuffion  \ 
There  is,  however,  a  prefumptuous  arrogance  in  an  obicrr. 
infinuation  in  the  Appendix,  which  deferves  par-  ■•^^^l?? 
ticularly  to  be  refuted :  it  is,  that  the  miniftry  had  ^tmentt. 
tampered  with  the  printer  to  give  them  a  knowledge 
of  its  contents,  and  to  delay  the  publication,  that  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer  might  be  enabled  to 
avail  himfelf  of  fome  of  his  financial  ideas,  at  the 
opening  of  the  feffion  of  parliament.  Chapman 
was  the  {winter  of  the  firft  part  of  the  Rights  of 
Man :  Bain  had  been  introduced  to  him  by  Chriftie* 
Chapman  was  again  employed  to  print  the  /econd 
fart  J  and  about  Chriftmas  1791,  carried  Pain  to 
lodge  at  No*  i  o,  in  Dean-ftreet,  Fetter-lane ;  Pain^ 
as  early  as  September,  delivered  a  confiderable 
quantity  of  copy,  and  took  this  lodging  to  be  near 
his  printer.  Now,  he  thus  dates  his  cafe :  ^'  on 
Tuefday  fortnight  preceding  the  meeting  of 
parliament  (the  17th  of  January  1792),  all  at 
*^  once^  without  any  previous  intimation^  though  I  had 
"  been  with  him  (Chapman)  the  evening  before^  he 
'^  fent  me,  by  one  of  his  workmen,  all  the  remain- 
ing copy  from  page  112,  declining  to  go  on  with 
'^  the  work  on  any  confideration.  To  account  for 
"  this  extraordinary  conduit^  I  was  totally  at  a  Irfs.*^ 
The.  anfwer  to  this  ftatement  is  taken  from  Chap* 
man^s  account  of  the  tranfaSliony  delivered  on  oath^  on 
the  trial  of  Pain  \    He  there  avers,  that  he  had 

>  Page  8S  to  148. 

^  See  Mr.  Chapman's  evidence  00  Pain's  trial,  Gurn€y*s  edition, 
t6.7,  which  proves  the  falsehood  of  Pain's  ftory««»0» 
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proceeded  to  work  oiF  as  far  as  the  fignature  H, 
when  the  fignature  /  coming  under  his  infpeftion, 
he  obferved  fomething  which,  in  his  humble  appre- 
prehenfion,  appeared  of  a  dangeratu  tendency  \  he 
therefore  refolved  to  have  nothing  more  to  do  with 
the  work,  but  felt  fome  delicacy  in  declaring  this 
refolution  to  Pafin,  who  had  always  behaved  to- 
wards him  with  kindnefs  and  civility.  From  this 
embarraflfment,  however,  he  was  relieved  by  Pain 
himfelf,  who  coming  to  his  houfe  on  the  evening  of 
the  day  he  had  made  this  refolution,  fomewhat  in* 
toxicated  with  his  friend  Johnfon's  wine,  began  the 
fubjeft  of  religion,  a  topic  he  was  very  fond  rf  ex- 
patiating on  when  drunk.  Chapman  and  his  wife 
were  diffenters.  The  woman  defended  fier  opinions 
in  a  manner  which  conquered  the  philofophy  of  the 
champion  of  the  Rights  of  Man.  He  rofe,  at  about 
ten  o'clock  in  the  evening,  in  wrath,  declaring  he 
had  never  been  fo  infulted  before,  and  to  be  on 
par  with  the  loquacious  female,  he  declared  that  he 
ever  thought  it  his  duty  to  be  on  his  guard  againft 
diflenters,  who  were  a  pack  of  hypocrites ;  and 
defired  Chapman  to  come  to  a  fettlement,  before  he 
proceeded  any  further  with  his  work.  The  printer 
gathered  courage  from  the  overflowings  of  his  wife's 
fpleen^  and  next  day  fent  Pain  the  remainder  of  his 
copy,  together  with  a  letter  explaining  his  motives. 
Pain  returned,  to  apologize,  but  the  printer  was  im- 
placable, and  he  was  obliged  to  procure  another 
perfon  to  go  on  with  the  work.  This,  then,  is  a 
narrative  of  the  event,  for  which  Pain,  with  his 
ufual  fallacy,  declares  himfelf  utterly  unable  to 
account. 

Within  a  week  after  Mr.  Chapman  had  returned 

the  copy.  Pain  announced  the  caufe  which  delayed 

15th  Jan,  ^Yit  publication.     In  the  Gazetteer,  Pain  publifted 

*'''  *     that  the  compofition  being  now  part,  the  copy  was 

given,  a  few  weeks  Jince^  to  two  printers^  who  were 

to  print  it  fpeedily.     They  printed  about  half  of  itt 

and 


PAINw  307 

and  then,  being  atarmid  hyf0ne  intltnatiom^  refufed 
to  go  further ;  but  another  printer  had  taken  it ; 
and  in  the  courfe  of  the  next  month,  it  will  ap- 
pear *"•  Fain  had  now  told  two  Jiories  about  the 
caufe  of  the  delay,  which  invalidate  each  other.  In 
the  one  account^  the  copy  had  been  delivered  to 
fme  prmter  in  September  1791 ;  in  the  other  ac- 
count, the  copy  wag  delivered  to  two  printers  before 
the  25th  of  January  1792*  In  the  firft  account, 
P^  was  totally  at  a  lofg  to  account  for  the  printer's 
refufing  to  continue  the  work.  In  the  fecond  ac- 
count. Fain  fays  that  the  printers  were  alarmed  by 
fame  intimations^  from  the  meflengers  of  the  prefs,  no 
doubt.  Which  of  thefe  accounts  are  we  to  be- 
lieve ;  or  ihall  we,  after  fuch  palpable  tereiverfadon, 
believe  any  account  which  is  given  by  Pam  ? 

Yet  let  us  trace  him  a  little  further  through  the 
mazes  of  duplicity,  that  we  may  judge  of  his  veracity 
in  any  cafe.  He  now  tells  what  indeed  is  likely  to 
be  true,  that  he  gave  his  copy  to  the  printer  in 
September  laft ;  let  us  fuppofe  the  1 5th  of  Sep- 
tember: from  the  15th  of  September,  to  the  17th 
of  January  following,  there  pafled  away  Jixteen 
tireeks.  Now,  when  the  memorable  quarrel  hap- 
pened between  the  printer  and  Fain,  only  feven 
ibeets  had  faffed  through  the  prefs  \  fo  that  more 

• 

'  In  the  Gazetreer  of  VtTedncfday  the  S5th  January  1791a  appeared 
theyU&wurj  mnW,  the  air,  and  fentimenUy  and  flyle,  of  which  plainly 
deoaonttraie  the  real  antbtrj 

««  Mr.  PAIN, 

*'  It  is  known,  is  to  produce  another  work  this  feafon. 

*'•  The  compofition  of  this  is  now  paft,  and  it  w^s  given,  a  fevt 
**  weekM  fince,  to  fw0  frinters,  whofe  prefles  it  was  to  go  through  aa 
**  ipcedily  aa  poflihle.  They  printed  about  half  of  it,  and  then,  being 
'*  alarmed  by  fiwM  intimathut,  refufed  to  go  further.  Some  delay  haa 
**  tlius  uccuned,  hut  another  printer  has  taken  it,  and,  in  the  courfe  of 
'*  next  monih^  it  will  appear. 

**  Its  title  is  to  be  a  repetition  of  the  former,  *  Thb  RiORTt  OP 
"  Man,*  of  which  the  words  *  Part  the  Seeuid*  will  ihew  that  it  is  ft 
"  contin nation. '*-^Nonc  but  Pain  cotild  write  fuch  an   tdvvtifi» 
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than  two  weeks  were  employed  on  every  fheet'. 
And  it  is  a  known  h&y  that  P^  kept  his  proofs 
.  frequently  a  week,  often  a  fortnight,  and  fometiines 
longer.  He  was  all  xhtjixteen  weeks  cafting  about 
for  matter,  receiving  hints  and  corredions>  and 
ivraiting  for  events.  He  knew  that  the  writer  who 
gets  into  a  chapter  of  mifcellanieSi  may  go  forward 
or  ftop  (hort  when  he  pleafes.  And  Fkin  was 
.  plainly  watching  for  a  moment  of  misfortune,  when 
he  might  urge  difcontent  into  fury,  by  pubUfliing 
Ills  fecond  part  on  fome  fe^ous  night.  But  the 
parliament  met,  without  waiting  for  his  publication : 
The  day  of  triumph  paffed  over  while  he  loitered  in 
the  prefs :  The  nation  exulted  in  her  piofperity, 
while  he  fat  calculating  with  arithmetical  preciikm, 
the  depth  of  her  diftrefTes,  and  the*  benefits,  but  not 
the  liberies,  of  anarchy. 

It  was  owing  to  the  foregoing  caufes,  that  Pain, 
who  had  returned  his  proof  fheets  fo  flowly  before, 
was  now  obliged  to  accelerate  the  prefs.  He  was 
compelled  to  perform  a  harder  tafk ;  to  find  plan- 
fible  reafoDS  for  poftponing  his  work,  dll  the  un- 
propitious  day  of  general  latisfadion.  The  book 
would  have  been  publiChed  before  the  meeting  of 
parliament,  he  fays,  '^  had  the  work  appeared  at 
^^  the  time  the  printer  had  engaged  to  finifliit." 
But  this  aflertion,  as  we  have  already  fhewn,  cannot 
be  true ;  for  no  printer  can  perform  his  engage- 
ment if  the  author  return  not  the  proofs ;  and  no 
printer  can  be  benefited  by  the  flanding  ftill  of  his 
prefs. 

^  Before  the  faH  evening  of  the  fatal  quarrel,  being  the  i6ib  of  J^ 
nuary  i79«>  the  (heet  H  bad  been  printed  ^  now,  from  B  toH»  there 
are  ieven  flieets.  But  the  flieets  /and  K  wtrt  alio  fet  up  &  now,  tkefe 
two  may  he  considered  as  another  fheet  ^  and,  of  conftquence,  it  is 
pcovcd  that  there  were  no  more  than  ii^  (beets  printed  in  the  fimmm 
weeks,  from  the  i5ih  of  September  to  the  17th  of  January  followiog. 
Thia  muft  be  allowed  to  be  very  fimw  prituhi  indecdi  when  eten  nm 
Jhttis  a  day  may  be  done  with  eaic— O* 

Of 
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Of  thi8  book,  which  was  dedicated  to  la  Fayette,  Socceft  «f 
five  thoufand  copies  were  printed.     But  iiotwith-^*^''^^ 
(landing  every  art  to  raife  curiofity,  this  did  not, 
for  ibme  wedcs,  fell  with  the  rapidity  of  the  firji 
part.     Three   fliilltngs  was  too  great  a  fum  for 
perfons  to  give  who  had  it  only  in  view  to  diftribute 
thefe  new  found  lights,  they  did  not  even  at  firft 
publicly  aj^laud  the  author.     A  month  elapfed  13th  M^r. 
from  the  time  of  publication,  when  the  Manchejter     '^^V 
cm/tiMianal  fociety  thanked  Pain  for  his  publication, 
and  recommended  his  work  ^zx  of  the  bWheJl  iiiifort^ 
once  to  every  nation  under  heaven  ^.     Omer  foaeties      .     .  - 
followed  the  example  of  Manchefter,  and  in  order 
to  give  more  rapid  diflemination  to  the  favoured 
publication,  editions  were    printed  on  a  whitifh* 
brown  paper  at  a  fmall  price,  but  to  thofe  who 
could  not  or  would  not  buy  even  at  that  rate,  the 
book  was  profufely  diitributed,  gratis.     It  was  in  all 
ihapes  and  all  fizes,  with  an  induflry  incredible,. 
either  in  the  whole  or  in  extra&s,  thruft  into  the 
hands  of  all  perfons  in  this  country,  of  fubjeds  o£ 
.  every  defcription.    The  fweetmeats  of  children  and 
the  tobacco  of  men  were  wrapped  up  in  it,  in  the 
hope  they  might  be  tempted  to  read  what  was  thus 
gratuitoufly  pr  efented. 

This  culpable  afllduity,  and  the  multiplication  of  f  mttd- 
treafonable  focieties  gave  ferious  alarm  to  govern-  wni^S^ 
ment.    A  royal  proclamation  was  iflued,  warning 
to  the  loyal  and  pr\ident  part  of  the  nation  againi^ 
thefe    innovators,  a  profecution  was   commenced 
againft  Jordan  the  pubUiher,  and  an  informatioit  sift  May. 
put  on  the  file  againft  Pain  himfelf. 

Meantime  Pain  had  not  been  inadive,  and  the  Pamuoc- 
a^ed  of  affairs  was  fuch  as  to  open  to  his  malignant  ^puiona* 
mind  the  hope  of  a  long  day  of  horrors.    Anarchy 
was^  making  the  moft  rapid  ftrides  in  France ;  its 
agents  here  were  rated  at  forty  thoufand '^  ap.d  tha 

4     t  See  the  Monisg  Cbrontcle  of  March  i  9j  1 79t.«-0. 
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murder  of  the  king  of  Sweden  in  his  own  palace 
afforded  Pain  an  opportunity  of  exclaiming  with 
diabolical  triumph,  "  Aye^  you  fee  how  crowns  are 
**  fnehing  away  /'^  and  of  adding  with  explanatory 
archnefs,  "  There  is  a  kettle  boiling  in  this  country.**' 
Apr,i79»«  He  was  invited  by  his  friend  Mr,  W.  Sharp,  the 
thTcw^^  engraver,  to  pafs  a  few  months  with  him  in  the 
try,  country  ;   and  lodged  at  the  houfe  of  one  Tanner 

at  Bromley  in  Kent,  from  which  he  fekiom  faUied 
i}th  Apr.  forth.     He  attended  at  the  anniverfary  meeting  of 
^he  conftitutional  fodety  at  the  Londcm  Tavern,  as 
Xiiurreftcd*  one  of  the  (lewar^ls.    This  was  the  laft  public  din* 
ner  he  affifted  at  in  England,  and  from  this  he 
might  as  well  have  ftayed  away  ;  for  the  aiSgnees  of 
Whiteflde,  lured  by  the  hope  of  getting  in  their  out- 
ftanding  demand,  and  incited  by  the  knowledge  of 
a  fad  fo  unufual  as  his  public  appearance,  at  a  given 
time  and  place,  fued  out  a  writ  againft  him  for  the 
amount  of  his  note.     This  bufinefs  was  conduced 
fo  fecrctly,  that  the  fociety  knew  nothing  of  the 
tranfa£lion.     He  was  carried,  by  Wild  the  officer, 
to  the  Ejng's  Head  lock-up  houfe  in  Wood-ftreet, 
till  he  was  bailed  by  Johnfon  the  bookfeller,  and 
by  Wilkie  another  bookfeller,  who  at  Johnfoa'a 
»7tii  May.  requeft  joined  in  the  bond.     Soon  after  the  inform* 
London/^  ation  had  been  filed  againft  him,  his  hoft  at  Brom- 
ley, dif<;overing  the  real  name  and  charader  of  his 
lodger,  gave  information  of  his  difcovery  to  Mr^ 
Norman,   the  neareft  magiftrate.     P^  being  ap-» 
prized  of  the  circumftance,  made  a  hafty  retreat 
nom  the  couiltry,  and  again  repaired  to  the  obfcure 
purlieus  of  fetter-lane. 
Jane.         Here  he  was  not  idle  5  he  wrote  feveral  letters 
JheA^eu".  *^  a  contemptible  feditious  newfpaper  called  the 
'  Argus  i    which   were  afterwards  diftributed  from 
the  pamphlet-fliops,  under  the  title  of  Pain's  frnm 
Hit  Ad-    Letters  on  Government.      He  afterwards  produced 
It  A?     ^^^  Address  to   the  Addressers,  which  was, 
dAfltfti    like  thcii^*/j  of  Many  printed  on  a  fmatt  type 
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and  dingy  paper,  and  fold  for  a  groat.  In  the  fa- 
perior  edition,  it  was  contained  in  feventy*aght 
pages ;  in  the  inferior,  in  forty.  It  is  written  in 
his  ufual  ftyle  and  manner,,  without  any  novelty  to 
foften  his  coarfenefs,  or  any  information  to  atone 
for  the  boafts  of  fuperior  knowledge.  This  fcur* 
rilous  work  was^erwards  an  objeS  of  legal  pro- 
fecution :  but  Pain  having,  previous  to  its  publica* 
tion,  withdrawn  himfelf  from  the  reach  of  thofe  bwg 
he  had  infulted  and  defied,  the  punifhmeat  fell  on 
the  publiflier. 

His  fame  now  acquired  its  higheft  poilible  yar«'Made^ 
nifli  in  the  eyes  of  the  French  le^ature*.   He  had  ^""/.J*^ 
made  himfelf  obnoxious  to  a  regular  government,   , 
to  the  government  of  England.     This  was  a  merit 
of  fufficient  magnitude  to  induce  the  BriiTotines  to 
fergive  bis  having  dedicated  his  book  to  their  enemy 
la  Fayette,  and  to  cheriih  him  as  a  fit  medium  for 
propagating  thofe  calumnies  by  which  they  intended 
to  inflame  the  minds  of  their  countrymen,,  and  prepare 
them  to  approve  the  holtilities'  already  proje&edagainft 
England  and  her  allies^    Accordingly  Ouadet,  the  14-th  Aug, 
principal  orator  of  the  party,  made  a  fpeech  in  the 
legiilative  aflembly,  demonftrating  how  proper  it 
would  be  to  call  Pain,  Frieltly,  and  fome  others.,  to 
the  enviable  dignity  of  French  citizens.     This  was     »^th, 
afterwards  decreed,  on  the  motion  of  the  fame  ora- 
tor, in  terms  which  will  afford  an  excellent  com-* 
mentary  on  the  writings  of  thofe  who  maintain  the       •^ 
pailivenefs,  and  deny  the  premeditated  aggreflion  of 
;he  French  towards  this  country  ^    It  muft  alfo  be 

recollefted 

'  **  The  national  afi^mblyy  coniidering  that  thofe  men  >  wko,iytktut 
^'  miHtingg  ewd  thtir  vakmr,  kinnferoed  tie  emifr  ofltbtrty  ami  paved  tie  way 
*'  far  the  etfraMchiJmeni  efn^tienSf  cannot  be  looked  upon  a&  lorcigners 
'*  by  a  nation  rendered  free  by  its  own  knowledge  and  valour  $ 

**  Confideringy  that  if  five  years  refidence  in  France  is  fnfBcient  to 
**  obtain  for  a  foreigner  the  title  of  French  citizen  j  that  title  is  much 
^'  more  juftly  due  to  thofe  tobe,  whatever  be  the  feel  they  inhabit,  have  cm* 
^*  fetraied  their  etrmt  and  their  vip'lt  te  tbefurfefe  »/  de/eadhig  the  caafe  rf  the 
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recoIIeAed  that  Pain,  at  the  moment  o(  rtcdring 
this  homage,  was  under  profecution  for  the  Tcry 
writings  fo  oftentatioufly  commended  by  the  go* 
'vemment  of  a  country,  then  hypocritically  pre* 
tending  to  maintain  tne  relationB  of  peace  and 
amity. 
Eieaed  ]hi  cou&quence  of  this  naturalization,  an  attempt 
X'con-  ^  ^'^  made  by  the  BrifE;>tines  to  obtain  his  eleftioa 
as  miember  of  the  con^nention  for  Fiuis ;  but  thi& 
was  frufbated  by  the  f suction  of  Robefpierre  and 
Marat '»  Calais  however  repaired  the  injury  done 
him  by  the  capital  ^ ;  and  Abbeville  was  alfo  de- 
firous  of  feeing  the  champion  of  anarchy  amongft 
her  rcprefentatives,  but  was  prevented  by  the 
knowledge  of  ills  previous  eledicm  for  Calais  K 
'  He  was  idformed  of  this  honour  by  citizen  Au- 
dibert,  who  was  deputed  for  that  purpofe.  He 
had  .previonily  fecured  the  zealous  affedion  of  the 


Cots  to 

France* 


^*  iemding  tbt  iimitf  of  human  ktuwli^t ; 

<(  Confidering,  that  though  it  may  not  be  permitted  to  hope  tbat 
**'  -men  will,  at  Comt  period,  iorm  in  foeial  regnUtion^  a»  in  nature^ 
**  but  one  fjEiinily,  one  Tingle  alTociaii^n,  yet  the  friends  of  libenv 
**  and  univerfal  fraternity  ought  not  to  be  kfs  dear  to  a  nation  whicb 
«*  has  decreed  her  renunciation  of  all  conqoefts>  and  her  defire  of  fnu 
**  ternication  with  all  the  world ; 

**  Conildefing,  finally,  that  at  the  moment  when  a  national  con-> 
«<  vention  is  about  to  fix  the  fate  of  Fiance^  awdpirhtftffrepirt  ths0 
^  of  m/J  mnk/'kdf  it  belongs  to  a  fice  and  genetont^  people  to  ouU  in  aJl 
^  the  intelligence  they  can  obtain,  and  to  fnbmit  the  right  of  con« 
<<  curring  in  this  grand  aft  of  reafun  to  men  who^by  their  fentimentSji 
^  their  writings,  and  their  valour,  have  ihewn  tbeniMives  fo  eaioentJy 
•*  worthy  of  it  I 

*«  Decree!!,^  that  the  title  of  French  citiaen  be  tonferred  on  frieJUff 
^  fi^ttfy  and  fixteen  more/^  See  Mercure  de  France,  vol.  de  Sep- 
tembre  i79Xjt  p.  i4«  aa.  Madame  Roland  explains  with  no  lefs  force, 
tne  /r«#  reafons  of  bis  naturaliyation.  **  Payne  was  declared  a  French 
^'  citizen  as  one  of  thofe  celebrated  foreigners  whom  the  nation  oughtp 
«  with  eagernefs,  to  adopt.  He  was  known  by  bit  writings,  which 
«  had  been  ufeiul  in  the  AnYcrican  revolution^  and  mgb^htme  tHtrin 
^  hwitd  $9fas»dltti  lit  In  Mfigland."*     Appel,  vol.  ii«  p*  19* 

h  Louvet's  Narrative,  p.  ao. 
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fodedes  in  England,  by  an  oftentatious  donation, 
real  or  pretended,  of  one  thoufand  pounds,  the  pro* 
duce  of  the  Rights  of  Man,  to  the  cpnftitutional 
fodety,  to  be  difpofed  of  as  they  might  think  pro- 
per ^.  He  now  bade  a  laft  farewel  to  Fetter-lane, 
and,  accompanied  by  Audibert  and  Mr.  Froft,  went 
to  Dover.  Here  their  trunks  were  diligently 
fearched  by  the  cuftom-houfe  officers  :  but  nothing 
bdng  found  to  fupport  kn  information  which  had 
been  laid,  they  replaced  every  thing  as  they  found 
it.  Pkin,  who  probably  thought  this  vigilance  in 
a  revenue  officer  a  libel  on  his  own  condufk  in  the 
fame  fituation,  wrot^  a  letter  of  clamorous  com- 
plaint to  Mr.  Dundas,  as  did  citizen  Achilles  Audi*  - 
bert.  This  citizen  alfo  publiflied  a  letter,  in  which 
he  threatened  to  profecute  the  cuftom-houfe  officer ; 
but  it  appears  that  he  was  better  entitled  to  the 
name  of  Rod^mmt  than  Acbilks^  as  he  never  put  his 
boaftful  threats  in  execution. 

After  a  paiTage  of  three  hours,  they  arrived  at  ^^^  Sept, 
Calais  ;    where,    between    the    mterpretations    of  ^"ij^J^"^ 
Achilles,  and  the  dumb-fhew  of  Thomas,  the  elec- 
tors and  the  reprefentatives  underftood,  or  fancied 
they  underftood,  mutual  expreffions  of  good-will 
and  devotion'. 

He  took  his  leat  in  the  convention  ;  but  his  ig-  Member 
norance  of  the  French  language  reduced  him  to  a  vcntjln!*" 
ftate  of  filence  not  very  agreeable  to  his  difpofition. 
He  was,  however,  chofen  one  of  the  committee  of  nthoa^ 
the  conftitution  *",  after  the  abolition  of  royalty ; 
but  what  in  particular  was  the  refult  of  his  labours 
IS  not  afcertained.     He  was  alfo  one  of  madame 
Roland's  cabinet  party,  though  the  lady  does  not 
|eem  to  have  been  imprefied  with  notions  very  ad- 

• 

k  See  Patn*t  Letter  to  the  Conftitutional  Society,  in  the  Morning; 
Chronicle  of  the  9th  July  1791.— 'O. 

1  See  the  Lettert  ibove  alluded  to»  and  one  defcribing  Pain*s  re- 
ception,  in  Jordan*!  Political  State  of  Earope^  vol.  u  p.  459  to  4.64., 

^  jPelntf  a^ 
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i»UiNo¥.  vantageoQi  to^him ".  He  affifted  at  a  dinner  given 
at  White's  hotel,  to  celebrate  the  viflories  gained 
by  the  French.  A  great  number  of  Engliih  demo- 
crats were  aflfembled ;  Mr.  J.  H.  Stone  was  in  the 
chair.  They  miftook  the  infpirations  of  Bacchus 
for  thofe  of  philofophy,  and  in  their  flowing  cups 
affeded  to  legiflate  and  to  prophefy.  They  toafted 
'*  the  abolition  of  A^r^rfi/iir^  titles  in  England:" — 
*'  Thomas  Pain,  and  the  new  mode  of  advertif- 
^^  ing  g^od  bi^hi  by  proclamation,  and  the  court  of 
**  king's  bench :  ■ ' — **^  The  approaching  natUnal  con^ 
*'  vention  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  :**  and  many 
fimilar  fentiments.  Thefe  drunken  frolics  would 
not  deferve  notice,  but  for  the  ridiculous  ceremony 
which  enfued,  of  fending  an  addrefs  on  the  fubjeft, 
which  was  warmly  received  by  the  national  con* 
Yention  **, 
H'»  con-  ^Yith  the  fume?  of  the  wine  ftill  in  his  head,  and 
the  king's  the  din  of  mufic  performed  at  the  feafl  by  the  band  be-t 
M*ai-  longing  to  the  Qerman  legion  ftiU  in  his  ears.  Pain  pro- 
ceeded to  write  hi&  opinion  refpefting  the  trial  of  the 
f  xft  Nov.  unfortunate  king.  In  this  opinion,  yhich  was  read 
for  him  in  the  convention,  he  confidered  Louis  XVI. 
as  a  confederate  in  an  univerfal  confpiracy,  which 
threatened  not  only  the  liberty  of  France,  but  that 
of  every  other  natio^  :  he  confidered  him  as  a  cul- 
prit, whofe  trial  might  lead  all  people  to  a  know^ 
ledge  and  a  deteftation  of  the  monarchical  fyftem, 
and  of  the  plots  and  intrigues  of  their  own  courts  \ 
he  therefore  voted  for  the  trial  *".  After  fuch  a  fen- 
tence  as  this,  and  after  voting  the  king  guilty  on  the 
firft  appel  nominal^  wjth  hpw  little  reafon  do  the  adr 
mirers  of  Fain  afFe<5l  to  extol  his  merciful  difpofitlon, 
and  exonerate  him  fro^x  the  ignominy  attached  to 
the  murderers  of  that  unhappy  monarch,  on  ac- 

n  Appel,  to),  ri.  p.  »9. 

o  Jordan**  Political  State  of  Eurcpe,  vol.ii.  P.  777.    Debatec. 
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count  of  bis  fubfequent  exertions  ">.  On  the  quef; 
tion  of  punifhment,  he  voted  againft  death,  and  for  19th  jan^ 
baniOiment ;  and  when  the  refpite  of  the  fentence  '7^^* 
was  moved  for,  he  delivered  an  opinion,  which  was 
read  by  Bancal.  It  began  by  ftating,  that  it 
would  have  been  better  if  the  national  convention 
had  contented  themfelves  with  paffing  on  Louis  a 
fentence  of  imprifonment  till  the  peace :  but  fuice 
they  had  condemned  him  to  death,  he  voted  for  a 
fufpenfion  of  the  execution.  He  aiBgned  as  a  reafon,, 
the  neceifity  of  not  giving  offence  to  foreign  powers, 
particularly  to  the  Americans,  who^  he  affured  the 
convention,  would  look  with  an  evil  eye  on  the  ex-* 
ecution  of  Louis  Capet.  In  cQjiclufion  he  faid,— 
<*  France  has  now  no  a^y  except  America,  and 
that  ally  is  the  only  one  who  can  furnifli  naval 
ftores^  Now  it  happens  unfortunately  in  the 
prefent  cafe,  that  the  objed  of  our  prefent  difcuf* 
^<  fion  is  lodged  upon  by  the  United  States  as  the 
^^  perfon  to  whom  they  are  indebted  for  their  iii. 
^^  berty^  I  can  affure  you  that  his  execution  will 
^^  fpread  through  the  ftates  a  general  afflidion.  If 
^^  I  were  capable  of  fpeaking  French,  I  myfeif 
^^  would  defcend  to  the  bar,  and  in  the  name  of  my 
S^  American  brethren  prefent  a  petition /for  a  re* 
^*  fpite.'^  This  obfervation  excited  the  murmurs 
of  the  Mountain :  Marat  faid  that  Pain  was  biaffed 
by  the  contracted  notions  of  his  original  religion, 
that  of  a  quaker }  Thuriot  affirmed  that  the  con- 
vention was  impofed  on  by  a  falfe  tranflation ;  Ga- 
ran  afferted  that  he  had  feen  the  original,  and  that 
the  tranflation  was  perfeftly  correA.  Bancal  pro- 
ceeded :  **  Your  executive  counfel  have  recently 
*^  nominated  an  ambaffador  to  the  United  States  of 
**  America,  who  is  to  fet  fail  in  a  few  days.  No- 
^*  thing  could  afford  greater  pleafure  to  your  allies 
t^  than  for  him,  on  his  arrival,  to  addrefs  them  to 

4  See  Impartial  Hiftorji  vol.  ii.  p«  247, 
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'^  this  effe£l:   that  in  confideration  of  the  iharc 
Louis  Capet  had  borne  in  the  American  revolu* 
tion,  and  of  the  grief  the  Ameriicans  might  feel 
at  his  execution,  you  had  granted  him  a  refpite. 
**  Ah,  citizens  !  do  not  afford  to  the  defpot  of  £ng- 
^'  land  the  fatisfa£tion  of  feeing  that  man  periih  on 
^'  the  fcalfold,  who  ailifted  in  releafing  from  their 
**  chains  my  dear  brethren  of  America  '." 
Hi»  trial.       While  his  attention  was  thus  occupied  with  the 
trial  of  a  dethroned  monarch  in  Paris,  his  own  trial 
was  coming  on  in  London ;   fo  that  while  he  fat  as 
a  judge  in  the  one  capital,  he  was  arraigned  as  a 
.  criminal  in  the  other.    The  information  filed  againil 
him  in  Eafter  term  came  on  tq  be  tried,   before 
ijth  Dec,  lord  Kenyon  and  a  fpecial  jury  at  Guildhall,  in  the 
'^^*'     fittings  after  Michaelmas  term.     The  attorney-ge- 
neral %  in  a  mod  able  fpeech,  ftated  the  enormity 
of  the  offence  of  which  the  defendant  had  been 
guilty;  expofed  the  fallacies  of  his  reafoning ;  de-- 
tefted  the  rancour  of  h«s  heart,  affecting  difguife 
under   the  femblance  of  virtue  and  moderation  ; 
and,  to  the  utter  aftonifhment  of  the  court  and  jury, 
produced  a  letter  written  to  him  by  the  defendant 
from  Paris,  which  for  impudent  mendacity,  fcur- 
rility,    and  impertinence,   exceeded  whatever  the 
imagination  could  fuggeft.     It  infulted  the  nation 
by  calling  the  king  Mr.  Guelph,  and  threatened  the 
judge,  the  attorney-generai,  and  the  jury,  with  the 
moit  horrible  confequences  if  the  trial  proceeded  '• 
Very   few  witrieffes    were  called,    and  they  were 
chiefly  examined  to  prove   his  hand-writing.     He 
had  every  affiftance  in  his  defence  which  jurifpru^ 
dential  knowledge  could  give.     Five  coutiibl  held 
briefs  for  him,  three  of  them "  juftly  celebrated  for 

'  Robefpierre  a  fes  Commcitansi  vol.  ii.  p.  i}*.    Moore^s  Journxla 
Tol.ii.  p.  587.     Debates. 

*  Sir  Archibald  MncctonalJ,  now  chief  baron  of  tlie  excheqaer. 
(  See  the  letter  at  length  in  the  Appendix,  N«  VIII, 

•  The  Hon.  Mr,  £iSiL:ne,  Mr.  Figgott,  and  Mx.  (now  icrjeant) 
(bepherd. 
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leammg  and  abiHties.    Mr.  Erfldne,  in  his  addrefs 
to  the  jury,  exerted  all  the  powers  of  that  perfuafive 
eloquence  and   admirable  memory  for  which  he 
is  fo  juftly  celebrated :    he  endeavoured  to  diftin- 
guifli  between  the  author's  dofhines  and  intentions, 
and  to  Ihew  that  the  one  might  be  pure,  though  the 
other  were  unintentionally  pernicious.    *^  I  am  not,*' 
he  faid,  **  aiking  your  opinion  of   the  doftrines 
themfelves,  you  have  given  them  already  pretty 
vifibly  fince  I  began  to  addrefs  you  ;  but  I  (hall 
appeal  not  only  to  you,  but  to  thofe  who,  without 
**  our  leave,  will  hereafter  judge,  without  appeal, 
**  of  all  that  we  are  doing  to-day  ;  whether,  upon 
**  the  matter  which  I  haften  to  lay  before  you,  you 
**  can  reftife  in  juftice  to  pronounce,  that  from  his 
^<  education,  from  the  accidents  and  habits  of  his 
**  life,  from  the  time  and  occafion  of  the  publica- 
**  tion,  from  the  circumftances  attending  it,  and 
from  every  line  and  letter  of  the  work  itfelf,  and 
all  bis  other  writings,  before  and  even  Ance,  his 
confcience  and  underftanding  (no  matter  whether, 
**  erroneoujly  or  not)  were  deeply  and  folemnly  im- 
^^  prefled  with  the  matters  contained  in  his  book ; 
f *  that  he  addrefled  it  to  the  realbn  of  the  nation  at 
^^  large,  and  not  to  the  paffions  of  individuals ;  and 
^*  that  in  the  iflue  of  its  influence,  he  contem- 
*•  plated  only  what  appeared  to  (him  though  it  may 
**  not  to  us  J  to  be  the  intereft  and  happinefs  of  Eng- 
^^  land,  and  of  the  whole  human  race  '•     But  the 
powers  of  oratory  and  genius  were  exerted  in  vain  ; 
in  fuch  a  caufe  no  efforts  could  induce  the  jury  to 
remove  the  mountain  of  culpability  which  refted  on 
the  flioulders  of  the  defendant.    The  refult  of  the 
trial  is  well  ftated  m  the  unornamented  words  of  the 
reporter,  who,  purfuing  his  account  from  the  con- 
cluding  period  of  Mr.  Erfkine's  fpeech,    fays,— 
**  The  attorney-general  ajrofe  immediately  to  reply 

*  Trial  of  Paioi  Gttrney*t  edition,  p.  iii. 
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^*  to  Ml*.  Erlkine,  whea  Mr.  Campbell,  the  forefc 
**  man  of  the  jury,  faid,  **  My  lord,  I  am  aiitho*' 
**  rifed  by  the  jury  here  to  inform  the  attorney** 
"  general,  that  a  reply  is  not  necelfary  for  them^ 
"  unlefs  the  attorney-general  wi(he8  to  make  it,  or 
*^  your  lordfliip.     Mr.  attorney-general  fat  down ; 
•*  and  the  jury  gave  in  their  verdid^  guilty  ^.** 
The  convidion  of  Pain  as  a  malignant  libeller  was 
followed  by  effefts  which  were  unexpeded  by  him- 
felf,   and  unforefeen  by  his  patrons.     He  was  ere 
long  burnt  with  his  books  in  almofl  every  village  of 
England,  with  circumftances  which  plainly  denoted 
popular  contempt  for  his   doflrines,   and  popular 
hatred  of  his  perfon.     His  conviftion  was  purfued 
to  outlawry ;  and  having  joined  with  the  convention 
at  Paris,  in  a  declaration  of  war  againft  Great  Bri- 
tain, he  became  thereby  a  traitor. 
1793-         But  though  he  had  thus  caft  off  his  native  coun- 
nificincf.    ^'T'  ^^  found  that  to  which  he  had  betsJ^en  him- 
felf,  on  the  faith  of  folemn  invitations  and  afTurances, 
very  different  from  a  peaceable  afylum*     Attached, 
as  far  as  he  was  capable  of  attachment,  to  the  Brit 
fotine  party,   he  had  the  mortification  to  witnefs 
their  degradation,  expulfion,  and  execution.     He' 
was  one  of  the  feventy-three  who  figned  the  proteft 
Pubiiihet    againft  the  proceedings  of  the  3  ift  of  May.    He  fell 
Kaifo^  ®^  into  infignificance  as  a  legiflator ;    and  to  amufe 
iMirti/      himfelf,  and  contribute  all  in  his  power  to  the 
emancipation  of  the  human  mind  from  every  reli- 
gious and  moral  obligation,  he  compofed,  or  rather 
compiled,  for  there  is  nothing  new  in  it,  his  firft 
part  of  the  Age  of  Reason.     In  this  work  he  at- 
tacks the  bulwark  of  faith,  with  feeble  arguments 
and  clumfy  ribaldry,  with  all  the  perverfions  and 
mifreprefentations  of  fraud  and  ignorance. 
Deprived        He  foon  found  that  Robefpierre's  caftle  of  the 
an<f 'fentVo  Luxemhourg  was  as  impenetrable  a  prifon  as  the 

prifoD. 
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king's  caltle  of  Baftille,  in  the  taking  of  which  he 
had  fo  much  rejoiced.  He  found  that  when  nations 
were  freed  from  the  reftraints  of  law,  and  raifed,  by 
the  artifices  of  falfe  reafoning,  above  the  diflates  of 
confcience,  no  fituation,  no  guaranty,  no  participa- 
tion of  guilt,  no  plea  of  innocence,  affords  a  protec- 
tion. He  was,  by  a  decree  of  the  Mountain,  de-  30th  Dec. 
prived  of  his  feat  in  the  convention^  and  foon  after  loch  Jan. 
committed  to  the  prifon  of  the  Luxembourg.  >794>- 

In  this  fituation,  he  exerted  all  the  efforts  his  s 5th  Jan. 
fancy  could  fupply  to  obtain  his  liberation.     A  de-  ^P»*- 
putation  of  Americans  refidjng  in  Paris  went  to  the  Amer?- 
bar  of  the  convention  to  reclaim  him  as  a  country-  cans. 
man,  but  Vadier,  the  preiident,  informed  them  that 
Fain  was  no  countryman  of  theirs,  but  an  Englifh- 
man ;  and  it  was  hinted  to  them  by  one  of  the  com- 
mittee of  general  fafety,  that  their  interpofition  was 
irregular,  as  it  was   only  the  ad  of  individuals, 
without  any  authority  from  the  American  govern- 
ment '.    In  faft,  he  was  as  little  beloved  in  America 
as  in  England ;  his  principles  were  fo  inimical  to 
every  thing  like  a  regular  government,   that  Mr. 
Adams  himfelf  had  written  an  anfwer  to  the  Rights 
of  Man,  in  which  he  not  only  cautioned  the  people 
of  America,  but  thofe  of  England,  againft  its  doc- 
trines.    Pain,  difappointed  in  this  effort,  had  re-  ^orh  Feb. 
courfe  to  the  club  of  Cordeliers,  hoping  that  the  Applies  to 
preachers  of  atheifm  would  favour  the  publilher  of  ^j^'jj^^ 
the  Age  of  Reafon.     But  that  body  fcomed  him : 
they  fent  him  no  other  anfwer  than  a  copy  of  his 
fpeech  in  behalf  of  the  unfortunate  king  *.     He  had  His  em- 
now  no  refource  but  hard  drinking,  difputations  P*®3^™*"^ 
with  Clootz  in  fevour  of  the  few  religious  principles 
he  ftill  affeded  to  retain  ^  and  the  hope  that  he 
might  be  able,  by  dint  of  indefatigable  perfever- 

«  Jordan's  Political  State  of  Europe,  vol.  vi.  p.  7s,     Pain*s  LeHer 
to  Wafhington,  p.  14. 
*  See  Goudeinetz's  Hillorical  Epochs,  p.  86. 
^  Mifs  Williams^s  Letters  in  1794*  vol.  ii.  p.  177. 
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ance,  to  interefl:  the  American  government  in 
favour  ^  The  firft  of  thefe  enjoyments  was  takea 
from  him  by  the  increafed  feverities  which  the  re- 
publican government  thought  proper  to  impofe  on 
the  prifoners ;  the  fecond,  by  the  death  of  the  Pruf- 
fian  atheift ;  and  the  laft  was  reduced  abnoft  to  no- 
thing by  the  difficulty  of  conveying  letters,  which 
he  could  only  do  through  the  lamp-lighter,  who 
rifked  his  head  to  oblige  him ;  and  by  ms  receiving 
no  anfwers^ 

Faiu  ill.  During  his  confinement  he  fell  ill  of  a  fever,  and 
loft  his  fenfes  for  upwards  of  a  month.  It  is  pro- 
bable, if  we  may  believe  him,  that  he  was  indebted 
to  this  circumftance  for  the  prefervadon  of  his  life* 
A  memorandum  was  found  in  Robe^ierre's  hand^ 
writing,  after  his  fall,  in  thefe  words :  ^^  To  move 
^^  for  a  decree  of  accufation  againft  Thomas  Pain^ 
"  for  the  intcreft  of  America  as  well  as  of  France  •/' 

It  re.        How  far  the  government  of  America  was  interefted 

by^Aro-    ^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^**  outcaft  cannot  be  afcertained ; 

rica*  but  when  Robefpierre  was  no  more.  Pain  received 
information,  in  the  moft  unqualified  terms,  that 
««  he  was  not  confidered  by  the  American  govem- 
^^  ment,  or  by  individuals,  as  an  American  ci- 
"  tizenV 

It  liberal-      At  length  the  death  of  Robefpierre  facilitated  his 

*^'  refloration  to  liberty  and  to  the  legiflative  body ; 

but  thofe  events  did  not  take  place  fo  foon  as  might 

4th  Not.  have  been  expeded.  Mr.  Monroe,  the  American 
minifter,  interceded  for  him,  and  obtained  his  en- 
largement ;  and,  in  little  more  than  a  month  after- 

7th  Dec.  wards,  a  decree  of  the  convention  invited  him  to 
refume  his  feat. 

«  Pain*t  Letter  to  Wa(hiQgt(fn»  p.  15,  et  feq.  c 

<•  Idtro,  p.  17. 

e  IdciDy  p.  1 6.    The  fame  ftory  it  tolU  in  the  Preface  to  the  Age  of 
Keafon,  part  II. 
f  Idem,  p.  i8. 

His 


PAIN.  321 

His  firft  publication,  when  reftored  to  the  dignity  Publishes  a 
of  a  legiflator,  was  a  Dissertation  on  the  first  ^»^^a- 
pRiNciPLES  of  Government,    The  occafion  of 
this  produftion  was  the  formation  of  the  new  French 
conftitution,  which,  requiring  fome  qualification  of 
property,  was  not  fumciently  democratic  for  his 
approbation.     He  diftributed  his  book  as  a  prelude  7rh  Jul/ 
to  a  fpeech  which  he  afterwards  delivered  in  the  con-     '79S» 
vention,  and  which  met  with  little  attention,  and  with 
fome  difficulty  obtained  the  honours  of  the  impreflion. 
The  Differtation  was  reprinted  in  London  by  one 
Griffiths,  but  its  merits  were  fo  fmall  that  it  foon  fell 
into  di/regard,  and  though  the  fale  of  it  has  not  been 
reftrained  by  profecution,  it  is  little  read. 

Soon  after  this,  he  publiihed  a  second  Part  The  An 
OF  THE  AoE  OF  Reason,  in  which  he  renewed  his  ^^^^^t 
attack  on  the  bible  with  increafed  acrimony ;  and,  ^" 
as  it  fiiited  the  views  of  the  democratic  party  here  to 
loofen  the  ties  of  public  &dth,  it  was  difTeminated, 
like  the  Rights  of  Man,  by  means  of  cheap  editions 
and  affedted  recommendations.  Several  anfwers 
appeared  \  but,  however  well  meant,  they  all  faded 
before  the  fuperior  luflre  of  that  produced  by  the 
learned  and  eloquent  bifhop  of  LlandafF.  That 
worthy  prelate,  in  his  Apology  for  the  Bible, 
follows  the  afTailarit  of  Chriflianity  through  every 
one  of  his  afTertions,  expofes  his  ignorance,  his 
fhamelefs  repetition  of  refuted  calumnies,  the  futility 
of  his  arguments,  and  the  fallacy  of  his  dedudions. 
The  arm  of  the  law  was  ftretched  forth  againfl  the 
diftributor  of  Pain's  pernicious  treatife.  An  in* 
formation  was  filed  againfl  the  publifher,  by  the  ac- 
tivity of  the  fociety  for  propagating  religion,  rather 
than  by  government.  Mr.  Erfkine,  by  his  admir- 
able fpeech  delivered  in  the  court  of  king's  bench, 
added  a  never-fading  leaf  to  his  laurels ;  and  the 
jury,  without  hefitation,  acquiefced  in  the  dire6hon 
of  the  lord  chief  juftice,  and  brought  in  a  verdidl 
of  GU1X.TT  againft  the  defendant. 

TOL.  lU  Y  Yf  t 
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8th  April        Yet  Villi  could  not  be  idle ;    he^  produced  a 
Wrftes'the  P^^^phict  in  forty-fouF  pages,  called  the  Decline 

Decline         AND  FaLL  OF  THE  ENGLISH  SySTEM  OF  FiNANCK. 

•nd  Fall,  j^  (^jg  work,  written  for  the  purpofe  of  encouraging 
France,  and  caufmg  defpondency  in  England,  he 
aiFefbs  to  demonftrate  that  this  country  is  in  the 
very  gulph  of  bankruptcy.  To  prove  this  pofition 
he  has  recourfe  to  a  feries  of  tables,  by  which  he 
afFefts  to  demonftrate  that  every  new  war  in  which 
England  engages  muft  coft  as  mucK  and  half  as 
much  as  the  lad  preceding  wan  This  pretended 
principle  he  affefts  to  veriry  by  an  expofure  of  the 
expences  of  wars  for  a  century  paft.  The  abfurdity 
of  fuch  an  argument  muft  be  ftriking  to  every  per- 
fon  who  confiders  it.  No  reafon  is  given  why  fuch 
a  ratio  fhould  be  e(labli(hed,  and  the  verification  of 
it  as  a  fa^  depends  on  fix  inftances,  two  of  which 
fail  ^.  But  could  events  perfeftly  confonant,  l^ 
related  without  number,  they,  could  never  make, 
though  they  might  help  to  demonftrate  a  principle. 
For  example,  it  was  faid  in  old  times, 

"  When  the  Lord  falls  in  the  lady's  lap, 
"  Then  let  England  fear  a  mifiiap,** 

and  it  was  proved  that  for  a  great  length  of  time, 
whenever  Good  Friday  happened  on  Lady-day, 
fome  great  commotion  occurred  that  year  in  Eng- 
land. The  coincidence,  however,  was  merdy 
cafual  J  the  fame  event  has  taken  place  feveral  times 
fince,  and  fo  far  from  fearing  or  feeling  a  mifliap, 
the  people  of  England  hardly  knew  or  noticed  it. 
.If  the  country  fuftain  no  greater  injury  from  Mr* 
-  Pain's  politics  than  from  his  prophecies,  it  will  long 
continue  rich,  happy,. and  refpeftable.  The  book 
was  publifhed  by  Eaton  in  Newgate-ftreet,  and  as 
he  pretends  to  have  entered  it  at  Stationers*-hall, 
it  is  to  be  fuppofed  that  it  was  either  fold  or  given 
to  him  by  the  author. 

f  See  Decline  ami  Fall,  &c.  p.  xi.  aod  tbe  note. 


C6 

cc 


PAIN.  323 

Pain  next  publifhed  his  Letter  to  General  Aijg.1796. 
'Washington,  which,  to  the  furprife  of  every  one  wj^ing, 
ijeho  is  not  prepared  for  all  that  the  moft  impudent  tou. 
inconfiftency  can  produce  from  a  mind  fo  abjefit  and 
malignant,  contains  thefe  and  many  more  infulting 
expreflions :    ^^  I  know,  that  had  it  not  been  for 
the  aid  received  from  France  in  men,  money,  and 
fhips,  your  cold  and  unmilitary  conduct  would,  in 
all  probability,  have  loft  America ;  at  leaft,  ihe 
*•  would  not  have  been  the  independent  nation  flie 
**  now  is.    Toujlept  away  your  time  in  thejield^  till  the 
**  finances  of  the  country  were  completely  exhaufted, 

"    AND    YOU    HAVE    BUT    LITTLE    SHARE    IN   THE 

**  OLORY  01-  THE  FINAL*  EVENT.  Elevated  to  the 
**  chair  of  the  prefidency,  you  aflumed  the  merit  of 
every  thing  to  yourfelf,  and  the  natural  ingratitude 
of  your  con/iitution  began  to  appear^  Tou  commenced 
your  prejidential  career  by  encouraging  and  fwaU 
lowing  the  groffeji  adulation ;  and  you  travelled 
**  America  from  one  end  to  the  other  to  put  your- 
**  felf  in  the  way  of  receiving  it.  You  have  as 
*^  many  addreiTes  in  your  cheft  as  James  the  Second. 
♦*  As  to  what  were  your  views,  for  if  you  are  not 
**  great  enough  to  have  ambition,  you  are  little  enough 
**  to  have  vanity,  they  cannot  be  direftly  inferred 
**  from  expreiiions  of  your  own  ;  but  the  partifans 
**  of  your  politics  have  divulged  the  fecret**." 
When^Pain  wrote  the  dedication  to  the  firft  part  of 
the  Rights  of  Man,  it  is  to  be  fuppofed  he  knew  thefe 
fads,  as  he  would  call  them,  as  well  as  in  1796^ 
yet  what  did  he  fay  then  to  the  very  fame  perfon  ? 
♦*  Sir,  I  prefent  you  a  fmall  treatife  in  defence  of 
**  thofe  principles  of  freedom   which  your  ex- 

**   EMPLARY    VIRTUE    HATH    SO    EMINENTLY  CON- 
"    TRIBUTED    TO   ESTABLISH.       That   the  JiightS  of 

**  Man  may  become  as  univerfal  as  your  benevolence 
can  wijby  and  that  you  may  enjoy  the  bappinefa 

^  Letter  to  Waihington,  p.  S. 

Y  2  ^*  of 
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•*  of  fedng  the  New  World  regenerate  the  Old,  18 
**  the  prayer  of.  Sir,  your  much  obliged,  and 
**  obedient  humble  fervant,  Thomas  Paine  ^"  This 
was  the  tribute  of  adulation  which  Pain  thought 
proper  to  throw  in  as  his  additional  mite  to  Waih- 
mgton's  Exchequer  of  Flattery.  No  one  of  his  ene* 
mies  in  the  utmoft  malignity  of  mifreprefentation 
could  have  invented  a  contradiAion  to  (hew  more 
amply  the  bafenefs  of  his  heart,  and  this  total  want 
of  principle  and  truth.  Either  he  was  ready  in 
179 1  to  anfwer  a  purpofe,  to  adorn  the  brow  of 
pufiUanimity  and  vanity  with  the  wreath  due  to 
valour  and  public  fpiritj  or  in  1796,  under  the 
impreffion  of  imaginary  wrong,  the  defire  of  re- 
venge led  him  to  ufe  the  moft  barefiaced  calumnies, 
and  palpable  untruths  :  he  muft,  therefore,  be  con« 
fidered  either  as  an  abjeft  fycophant,  or  an  auda- 
cious flanderer. 

Since  this  period,  he  is  reputed  to  have  publiflied 
ibme  odier  tracts,  among  which  are  Anunadverfions 
on  Mr.  Erikine's  Speech  refpeding  the  ,  Age  of 
Reafon,  and  a  Letter  to  the  People  of  France,  re<« 
markable  for  its  inconfiftency  with  his  former  doc- 
trines, its  abjeS:  flattery  of  the  prefeat  rulers,  and 
ks  puerile  abfurdity  \ 

I  am  now  at  the  condufion  of  Paints  literary  and 
political  life.  Hedill  remains  in  France,  though  nq 
longer  a  Legiflator,  and  the  reafon  is  well  exprefled 
by  an  ingenious  author :  ^'  America  would  now 
prove  a  fterile  and  unprodudive  (oil  for  the  tranil 
plantation  of  fuch  a  genius,  while  ungrateful  Eu- 
rope, (the  French  dominions  excepted,)  (hutting 
every  avenue  againft  him,  bids  him  wander,  like  a 
fecond  Cain,  without  an  afylum  or  a  refting« 
«  place '/' 

« 

1  I  give  the  wM  dedication  to  avoid  all  i)ofllb1e  iroptttatioii  of  liar« 
Ing  perverted  the  fcofe  by  the  unfair  produaion  of  a  part. 

k  I  have  not  feen  either  of  thef*  pubIicationS|  and  derive  njopioNMi 
of  the  laftonly  from  the  Antt-Jacobia  iUvtcw,  p«  ai* 

<  Tench's  Correfpondencci  p.  iS^. 
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'  After  fo  ample  a  detail  of  his  tranfa£lions  from  His  cha. 
his  earlieft  youth  to  the  prefent  time,  it  would  be  "^^» 
fuperfluous  to  deicant  on  his  charad^er  as  a  man. 
k  has  been  clouded  by  all  the  meaner  vicesy  fraud, 
hypocrify,  rapacity,  cruelty,  without  being  illumined 
by  the  rays  of  one  folitary  virtue.  He  has  re- 
nounced parents,  wife,  friends,  country,  -and  religion, 
without  acquiring  refped  or  confidence  from  thofe 
in  whofe  favour  the  moft  important  of  thefe  f^ri* 
fices  have  been  made.  He  is  declared  an  outlaw  by 
England^  renounced  as  a  citizen  by  America,  and, 
except  when  occafionaliy  called  into  ufe  as  an 
humble  tool,  contemned  aiid  derided  in  France.  In 
how  little  eiUmation  he  was  held  when  his  fame  was 
at  the  bigheft,  may  be  feen  by  the  following  character 
of  him  ^wn  by  madame  Roland.  ^^  Among  the  bymadame 
**  perfons  I  was  in  the  habit  of  receiving,  and  of  Roland. 
••  whom  I  have  already  defcribed  the  moft  re- 
^  markable.  Pain  "  defenres  to  be  mentioned.  De* 
"  clared  a  French  citi2;en,  as  one  of  thofe  cele- 
**  brated  foreigners  whom  the  nation  ought  with 
^*  eagemefs  to  adopt,  he  was  known  by  writings 
^  which  had  been  ufeful  in  the  American  revolu« 
tion,  and  might  have  contributed  to  produce  one 
in  England.  I  fhall  not  take  upon  me  to  ibeak 
**  decifively  on  his  character  becaufe  he  underftood 
^^  French,  without  fpeaking  it,  and  I  was  nearly 
^  in  the  fame  fit  nation  with  refpeft  to  Englifh  ;  I 
**  was  therefore  lefs  able  to  converfe  with  him,  my- 
^  felf,  than  to  liften  to  his  difcourfes  with  thofe 
**  whofe  political  talents  were  greater  than  my  own, 
^  The  boldnefs  of  his  conceptions,  the  originality  of 
*'*  his  ftyle,  the  ftriking  truths  which  he  boldly 
^^  throws  out  in  the  midft  of  thofe  whom  they 

■  She  r|)et1s  his  name  Pftynet  \  Robefpierre,  in  "  Le  Defenfeur  de 
1^  Conftitutiun,**  calU  him  Penne.  This  flight  fjA  is  mentioned 
merely  to  (hew  how  little  chance  of  celebrity  remains  for  Engliih  ad- 
ventures  in  a  country  where  the  writers  who  quote  them  pay  that 
homage  with  fuch  ungracious  awkwardncfs  as  not  eren  corre^ly  to. 
a^(|uiro  their  appcilaiives. 

T  3  **  offendj. 
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^<  offend,  muft    neceflfarily  have    produced  great 
**  effe^s ;  but  IJhould  think  him  better  qualified  to 
fcattefy  if  I  may  be  allowed  the  expreiEon,  the 
Jlames  of  conjlagratiorty  than  to  difcufs  primary  prirh 
**  ciplesj  or  prepare  the  formation  of  a  government '. 
^^  Pain  is  more  fit  to  illumine  a  revolution,  than  to 
*^  aflift  in  framing  a  conftitution.     He  takes  up, 
**  he  eftablifhes  thofe  great  principles  the  difplay  of 
**  which  ftrikes  every   eye,  ravifties  a  club,  and 
*^  excites   tavern    enthufiafm ;    but  for    the   cool 
**  difcuflions  of  the  committee,  for  the  regular  la- 
^^  hours   of  legiflation,  I  thuik   David  Williams  a 
^*  much  more  proper  man  */* 

I  (hall  not  enter  into  a  review  of  his  writings, 
having  taken  notice  of  feveral  at  the  time  of  relating 
their  publication,   and  others  being  fupprefled  by 
the  laudable  vigilance  of  the  government.    It  would 
be  the  height  of  injuftice  to  deny   his  claim  to  a 
certain  fhare  of  popular  eloquence,  but  it  is  too 
much  to  praife  him  for  originality,  unlefs  the  moft 
unlimited  mendacity   and  temerarious  prefumption 
merit  that  eulogium.     He  has  a  lingular  art  of  in- 
corporating with  the  moft  obvious  truths  the  moft 
fallacious  aifumptions,  and  making  fuch  compUcated 
refults  as  perfuade   rafh   believers,    and  confiding 
half-thinkers,  and  the  deteftion  of  them  requires  fo 
many  diftindions,  that  the  perfon  who  undertakes 
to  anfwer  him  incuis  the  cenfure  of  fubdity,  from 
thofe  who  have  not  candour  or  knowledge  enough 
to  reflect  that  the  greateft  fubtilty  lies  in  the  ufe  of 
general  pofitions.     Dolus  latet  in  univerfalibus.    He 
alfo  gives  great  efFeft  to  his  arguments,  by  thein- 
troduftion  of  allegories   and  anecdotes  which  are 
eafily  remembered,  and  make  great  impreffion,  the 

«  Thefe  expnifions  are  very  much  Toftened  in  the  trarflflition  foWbj 
Johnfon  :  the  original  i«  ir.  ihefc  words  :  ««  Maixje  le  envois  fittf'^*' 
•*  fmtr,  ptur  ainf  dirt,  en  etimcellei  d'emMJmcut,  fM^  dijeutt^  '"  ^  " 
V  frefarer  iaformatitn  d'un  gctnunument .**  .  .. 

-  Arpti  4  i  linpariiaic  i'otterii^,  vol.  ii.  p.  19.    TrxuHMtioP^  »ol.n. 
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fallacy  of  which,  from  the  levity  of  their  compofi- 
tion,  efcapes  the  ihafts  of  rigid  anlmadverfion  :  fuch 
are  the  bear  of  Berne  ;  the  Norman  who  wanted  to 
be  king  of -America;  the  lame  man  and  bare,  and 
many  others,  which  are  introduced  throughout  his 
works,  and  dated  with  falfe  and  malignant  ap- 
plications* The  familiar  appellation  of  "  Tom 
Pain,"  by  which  he  is  generally  known,  con- 
tributes to  a  deiufion  that  fandions  his  audacity, 
and  apologizes  for  many  of  his  errors  ;  that  he  is  a  , 
ymng  man.  But  let  thofe  whom  his  example  may 
tempt  to  follow  his  fteps  recoiled,  that  Tom  Pain 
is  now  approaching  that  term  which  experience 
marks  out  ^  the  limit  of  human  life  ;  that,  at  the 
age  of  threefcore,  he  has  neither  wife,  child,  home, 
nor  country ;  that  all  men  have  renounced  him, 
as  he  has  renounced  his  God. 
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T  has  often  occurred  in  the  courfe  of  the  French 
revolution,  that  the  frenzy  of  popular  predileSion, 
the  zeal  of  private  friendfhip,  or  the 'temerity  of 
individual  arrogance,  has  occafioned  the  application 
or  aflumption  of  names  and  epithets  to  which  the 
party  for  whom  they  were  deftined  had  fo  little 
claim,  that  they  have  been  fuccefsfully  converted 
to  terms  of  reproach  by  merely  repeating  them 
ironically*  The  hiftories  of  ancient  and  modem 
times  have  been  ranfacked  for  appellatives,  which 
have  been  applied  with  the  mod  ludicrous  impro- 
priety, and  epithets  which  ought  only  to  be  the 
meed  of  long  tried  merit,  have  been  inconfiderately 
lavifhed  on  men  whofe  names  juftice  would  have 
ftigmatized  with  every  mark  of  opprobrium  and 
difgrace.  Petion  affords  an  inftance  of  this  kind. 
His  partifans,  with  a  ridiculous  folemnity  and  af- 
feded  reiteration,  attached  virtuous  to  his  name, 
till,  for  a  time,  it  became  common  in  France  to 
call  him  the  virtuous  Petion^  though,  in  faft, 
moderate  talents,  exceffive  vanity  and  felfiftmefs,  in- 
veterate rancour,  and  confummate  hypocrify  were 
his  principal  chara£leriftics. 
Birth  anil  Petiou  was  bom  at  Chartres,  but,  till  the  revolu- 
pro  e  ion.  ^.^^^  ^^^  ^^  totally  unknown,  that  little  can  with 

certainty  be  recorded  of  him.  He  was  a  juvenile 
companion  of  his  townfman  Briflbt,  and,  like  him, 
bred  to  the  profeffion  of  the  law  '•    He  is  faid  to 

9  Roland*!  Appealj  vol.i.  p.  54. 

have 
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have  been  a  mere  pettifogging  a4vocate,  who  gained 
a  livelihood  by  encouraging  village  litigation,  but 
of  fo  bad  reputation  that  many  feudal  lords  refufcd 
him  permiilion  to  plead  in  their  courts  ">•     He  was  Pabiic- 
alfo  the  author  of  fome  fpeculative,  political,  and  *"****** 
moral  trads,  which  were  afterwards  colle^ed  and 
publiflied  in  three  volumes,  but  are  fo  little  recom- 
mended by  ftyle  or  matter,  as  to  fatigue  the  patience 
without  informing  the  underftanding  \     Petion  was  Frec- 
a  member  of   the  new   lodges   of  mafonry,   and  "»»*®"*. 
particularly  of  that  of  the  Contrat  Social^  where  he, 
together  with  Orleans,  la  Fayette,  Mirabeau,  and 
feveral  other  diftinguifhed  charaders,  formed  the 
political  committee  '• 

The  connexion  which  Petion  thus  formed  with    m^* 
Orleans  miffht  probably  procure  his  eleftion  to  the  ^!I?l'**L 
conibtuent  aflembly,  though  it  is  laid  he  owed  it  to  ftituenc 
the  favour  of  the  clergyj  whom  he  afterwards  re-  afl^««»^'y* 
paid  with  infult  and  perfecution  ^     He  was  confi- 
dered  a  devoted  adherent  to  the  duke,  and  for  a 
long  time  adted  that  part  with  fo  much  fuccefs,  as 
to  obtain  through  his  means,  wealth,  influence,  and 
importance",   though  it  is  probable  that  he  only 
pretended  an  attachment  to  his  patron,  in  order  to 
promote  his  own  inter  efts,  and  that  he  was,  from 
the  beginning  of  his   political  career,  at   heart  a 
republican  ^.  In  faying  that  Petion  was  a  republican, 
I  do  not  wifh  to  be  underftood  that  he  was  fo  much 
attached  to  that  form  of  government  as  to  have 
facrificed   to   his   preciiledlion   any   opportunity   of 
promotion  which  a  monarchy,  a  regency,  a  diftator- 
(hip,  or  a  triumvirate  might  have  a£Forded.     Had 
Orleans  pofleflfed  courage  and  confiflency  enough 
io  av2ul  himfelf  of  the  opportunities  which  the  times 

4  Apologie  det  ProjetSy  &c.  p-ii5» 

'  See  CEuvres  Je  Petion.  *  Robi(bn*s  Proofs,  p*403« 

'  FennePt  Review,  p.  429* 

«  SeeFagcfy  vol.  i.  p.  460.  46s,     Hiftory  of  the  BriflTotines  by  Ca- 
inille  Definoulini,  pafHrn.     Conjuration  de  d*Orleans,  paflim. 
*  See  Robifon^s  Prcofs,  p.  376. 
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prefented  for  his  advancement,  Petion  would  have 
remained  content  in  the  fituation  of  governor  to 
his  children,  which  had  been  promifed  him  ^^  unlefs 
fome  opportunity  had  occurred  of  gratifying  his 
ambition,  or  his  love  of  degrading  his  fuperiors,  by 
adopting  a  different  party. 
Condua        In  the  national  affembly,  Petion  was  diftinguifhed 
m  the  af.    ^  ^^  adherent  of  Orleans,  though  he  occaiionally 
difplayed  thofe  republican  fentiments  which  many 
others  aflfefted,  and  which,  from  the  beginning  of  the 
revolution,  were  highly  popular,  though  the  people 
were  not,  at  firft,  prepared  to  approve  of  thofe 
aftions  which  refulted  from  them.     He  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  club  £MRto,  where  the  interefts  of  Or- 
leans were  alwaysattended  to,  and  the  motions, 
afterwards  made  in    the  affembly,  previoufly  dif- 
»oth  June  cuffed  *.     He  was  one  of  the  members  who  took 
«7«9*     the  oath  in  the  tennis-court,  and,  on  the  day  of 
»jd.      the  royal  fitting,  difplayed  great  warmth  in  repro- 
bating the  conduft  of   the  king  *.     Petion*s  elo- 
quence was  not  calculated  to  make  a  great  impref- 
fion  in  an  affembly  which  contained  Aich  fpeakers 
as  Mirabeau,   Mauri,   and   Barnave,  nor  was  his 
knowledge  fo  extenfive  as  to  afford  copious  elucida- 
tions  or  important  difclofures,  but  he  conftantly 
maintained  an  intimate  intercourfe  with  Briffot,  and 
borrowed  from  him  many  hints,  and  even  many 
rules  of  political  conduft  ^.    Petion  was  one  of  the 
cabinet  council,  and  intimate  affociates  of  Orleans  ^^ 
he  aflifted  in  preparing  the  popular  commotions  in 
$h  oa.     Odober,  and  he  was  the  firft  who  denounced  in 
^^r  tor  ^^  affembly,  the  pretended  orgies  of  the  gardes  du 
corps  J  though  his  timidity  would  have  made  him 

7  Pag^,  vol.!.  p  470. 
*  Con  i  pi  racy  of  Robti'pierre,  p.  49* 
a  Debates.     Impartial  Hiftory^  vol.i.  p.  94* 
^  RoIand*t  Appeal,  vol.  i.  p.  54. 

<  Hifloiy  of  the  Briflbtinet  by  Camillc  DcfmoulinSi  p.  lo*     Con- 
juration de  d'OricanSj  vol.ii,  p.  134, 

completely 
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ccuapletely  ridiculous,  had  he  not  been  extricated 
from  his  embarraffment  by  Mirabeau**.  He  was 
during  the  tumults  which  occurred  at  Verfailles  on 
that  occafion,  one  of  the  moft  aftive  in  exciting  the 
mob  and  feducing  the  foldiers,  and  was  feen  with 
other  confpirators  difguifed  in  woman's  attire,  and 
inftigating  afts  of  violence  *. 

When   the  aflembly  removed   to  Paris,  Petioa  Ex'»tiont 
contionued  his  labours  with  great  afCduity,  though  "emblyV 
without  much  celebrity.     He  oppofcd  la  Fayette's 
martial  law,  and  was  defirous  to  diveft  the  king  of 
the  prerogative  of  making  war  and  peace.     Perion 
was  the  firft  who  propofed   the  refolution,  which 
was  adopted  by  acclamation,* importing,  that  the 
French  nation  renounced  for  ever,  all  idea  of  con- 
queft,  and  confined  itfelf  entirely  to  defenfive  war '. 
This  declaration  was  one  of  the  firft  afts  of  political 
hypocrify,  by  which  the  French  legiflature  attempted 
to  impofe  on  the  reft  of  Europe.     Petion,  at  the 
time  of  propofing  it,  knew  that  a  fcheme  had  been 
concerted  for  annexing  Avignon  to  the  dominions  of 
France,  which  was  afterwards  efFdfted  in  fpife  of 
this   decree.      This   acquifition  mayhe-affcftedly 
diftinguifbed  from  a  conqueft,  but  the  diftinAion  is 
rather  in  words  than  in  faA.     The  pope  had  not 
fufEdent  power  to   defend  his  property  from  the 
French ;  and  the  inhabitants,  deluded  by  intrigues 
and  alarmed  by   maflacres,  were  forced  to  throw 
themfelves  into  the  arms  of  their  treacherous  neigh- 
bours.    Petion  was  a  ftrenuous  promoter  of  this 
union ;  he  made  a  fpeech  on  the  fubjedl  which  was 
ordered  to  be  printed,  and  which  difplays  a  mind 
fraught  with  wickednefs,  and  framed  for  iniquity  *. 

He  was  once  called  to  the  prefident's  chair,  and  on    5^^  ^^* 

1790. 

.  ^     _^  _  Prefidcnt. 

^  See MiRABCAU.    Orleans. 

'  Conjuration  dc  d^Orkans,  vol.  ii.  p.  145* 

f  Debates,     Impni-tial  Hiftory,  vol.  i.  p.  34.1.  * 

$  Debates*    Wiide*8  Addrtfs  to  the  Friends  of  the  People,  p.  479  • 
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that  occadon  highly  complimented  by  hk  predeceflbr 
Lameth  \ 
>3fi  jiint      But  though  ailiduous  and  unremitting  in  his  ex* 
Seiiftd*    ertions,  Petion  never  obtained  a  confpicuous  repu« 
VMcuncs.  tation '  till  the  unfortunate  journey  of  Louis  XVL 
to  Varennes.     On  that  occafion  he  difphyed  a  ma* 
lignant  joy  in  the  anticipation  that  it  would  prove 
the  king's  ruin ''.     lie  was  gratified,  on  this  occa* 
fion,  by  being  appointed  one  of  the  commiffioners 
to  efcort  the  royal  family  back  to  Paris,     The  mem- 
bers of  the  deputation  were  particularly  inftrufted 
to  be  attentive  in  preferring  all  the  refpeft  due  to 
Brtitatity    the  royal  dignity  '•     This  injunAion  was  not  re- 

'k'^if  n*'    8^^^^  '^y  Pc^ii»  he  exulted  in  an  opportunity  of 
difplaying  the  rancour  of  a  grovelling  mind,  by  an 
unmanly  triumph  over  his  degraded  fovereign.     He 
and  Bamave  were  feated  in  the  coach  with  the 
royal  captives.     He  held  the  dauplun  on  his  knee 
during  the  whole  journey  ™ ;   and,  in  converfation, 
took  every  opportunity  of  infulting  the  king ".     He 
is  faid  to  have  difcourfed  affectedly  on  the  neceility 
of  bringing  the  king  to  trial,  and  eftablifhing  a  re- 
public,    llie  diilindion  ihewn  by  the  royal  family 
40  Barnave,   who  preferved  a  more  dignified  and 
refpe£tful  demeanour,  increafed  Petion's  averfion^ 
and  rendered  him  the  implacable  foe  of  his  king  \ 
Suppoied        At  this  period,  from  his  intimacy  with  Brifibt, 
itfMibiican.  j^^  ^Yie  authors  of  le  Republicain^  Petion  was  con* 

^  Debates.     WiUtc*t  AilJief*  to  the  Friends  of  the  Pcoplet  p.  479. 

^  H^.\%  thus  drlcrtbed  in  a  pamphlet intirleJ  Addrefl*eaux  Provincet, 
**  Fction  de  Villeoeuve,  in  whom  you  have  never  been  able  to  diClin- 
**  guifh  any  thing  but  the*  confidence  of  folly,  and  who,  vile  inttro« 
*'  inent  of  fa6ious  men !  refemhies  the  cricis  uf  a  fair^  who  are 
*'  ftavioned  at  the  doors  of  ihe^ttrts  to  make  a  noife  while  the  faice 
^  goes  on/*  Quoted  from  Chriftit*s  Let  lets  on  ibe  RevoIutioM} 
p  13s.  n. 

k  Kol<ind*s  Appeal,  vol.  i.  p.  58* 

I  Debates.     HiKories.     Moore*s  View,  vol.  ii.  p.  365. 

■  Conjuration  de  d*OrIeiDS,  vol.  iii.  p.  laj* 

■  Rouillc*s  Memoirs,  p.  406* 

•  Necker  od  the  Ktvolutioni  voU  u  p.  549* 
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iidered  a  republican;    and    his    cotidufl:  on  the 
king's  return  tended  to  confirm  the  opinion  ^.    He 
argued  with  vehemence  againft  the  king's  inviola- 
bilityy  and  for  the  propriety  of  bringing  him  to 
trial.     He  faid,  ^'  as  a  citizen  and  public  function-  tsthjuff. 
^  aryi  the  king  is  fubjeft  to  the  law ;   if  above  the  f  *^ji°^ 
^^  law,  he  is  a  defpot.     If  inviolable,  he  muft  be  km^. 
^  impeccable :  then  he  may  murder  with  impunity : 
*^  a  Ner0,  a  Caligula,  may  indulge  his  fanguinary 
*'  propenfities,  and  have  them  refpefted."     Not- 
withftanding  the  difguft  excited  by  this  unjuft  afli* 
milation  or  Louis  XVI.   Petion  continued  in   the 
fame  drain,  and  concluded  thus :  *^  Either  the  king 
is  weak,  or  wicked ;  in  either  cafe  he  ought  to 
be  tried  ;  I  move,  therefore,  that  his  trial  be  de«  % 

creed  ;  and  that  it  take  place  before  the  af* ' 
iembly,  or  before  a  convention  appointed  ad 
boc\**  Thefe  violent  propofitions  were  over* 
ruled  by  the  addrefs  and  eloquence  of  Barnave,  and 
the  faiutary  check  which  fedition  experienced  from 
the  well-timed  exertion  of  power  in  the  Champ  de 
Mars^  fo  alarmed  Petion,  that  he  began  to  aflume 
the  veil  of  moderation  ;  and  declared  that  although 
he  di£ipproved  of  the  report  of  the  committqe,  he 
now  ccmfidered  it  as  a  law,  and  would  fupport  it 
with  his  life'. 

The  defedion  of  Barnave  and  his  party  had  fo  PerfevM*- 
reduced  the  ranks  of  oppofition,  that  Petion,  Robef-  "^^^1^"^*'^ 
pierre,  and  Buzot  were  almolt  the  only  fyftematic  ^ 
cavillers  at  the  proceedings  of  the  aflembly  %   When 
recovered  from  the  momentary  panic  with  which 
he  had  been  affected,  Petion  refumed  his  wonted 
virulence.     He  had  always  endeavoured  to  favour 
the  afcendancy  of  the  mob  ;  he  was  an  advocate  for 
the  unqualified  right  of  petitioning  by  every  indi- 
vidual, without  dillindion ;  and  for  an  unreftrabed 


r  Htilorical  Sketch,  p.  379.  \  Dcbatet. 

r  Hiilorietl  Sketch,  p.  185. 

'  Robnd*s  AppeaJ,  v«L  i.  p«  56. 
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liberty  of  printing  and  publifliing,  without  any  re- 
ythMay.  fponfibiHty.     '*  Shall  non-a£tive  citizens  (he  faid} 
be  deprived  of  the  right  of  petitioning  ?    You 
compel  them  to  employ  force.     If  houfekeepers, 
•*  you  require  that  they  (hall  fign  their  petitions  : 
**  fuppofe  they  cannot  write,  are  they  to  be  deprived 
*'  of  the  rights  of  man  ?     As  to  the  right  ot  pub- 
*'  lifliing  placards ;  to  declare  a  printer  refponfible 
*'  for  the  ills  which  may  arife  from  a  pofting-bill, 
or  to  profecute  the  authors  and  their  abettors, 
would  be  to  deftroy  the  liberty  of  the  prefs : 
*'  what  can  be  more  arbitrary  than  to  decide,  that 
**  fuch  and  fuch  maxims  have  a  tendency  to  difturb 
**  the  public  tranquillity  ?**     He  perfevered  in  fimi- 
lar  fentiments  till  the  diiTolution  of  the  affembly. 
lotb  Aug.  He  faid,  "  The  fovereignty  of  the  nation  is  onCy 
indivijiblcy   inalienable^  and  imperfcriptible.      The 
nation,  iii  delegating  its  powers,  does  not  dele- 
**  gate  its  fovereignty  ;    it  referves  the  right  of  ex- 
"^  **  ercifing  that,  when  neceffary,  by  conventions,  or 

•ja  Aug.  «  infurredfons/*    In  difcuffing  the  fubjeft  of  libels, 
on   another   occafion,    he    faid,    "  That  a  prohi- 
bition to  calumniate  miniders  by  libels,  amounted 
to  a  charter  of  impunity ;  for  that  minifters  would 
never,  or  very  rarely  be  convifted  before  the  tri- 
bunals.    What  eflfetft  (he  continued)  can  a  mo- 
mentary calumny  produce  againft  a  life  dedi- 
"  cated  to  virtue?     If  libels  proceed  from  levity, 
"  we  (hould  defpife ;   if  from  folly,  pity ;  and  if 
*'  from  malice,  forgive  them  ^"     Thefe  fentiments 
which,  though  ridiculous  from  their  exaggeration 
and    abfurdity,    were    highly   popular  ;    and    his 
exertions  to  degrade  the  king,  whom  he  laboured 
to  deprive  of  the  power  of  pardoning,  and  to  di- 
flinguiih  by  the  title  of  chief  public  fundionaiy 
only,    confirmed  the  opinion  that  Petion  was  a 
zealous  republican".    He  was  fuppofed  to  be  en- 

t  See  Debates  on  the  feveral  days  mentioned  in  the  margin. 
«  Hiiloricai  Sketch,  pi  389.  400* 
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gaged  in  plots  inimical  to  the  fta^e,  and  the  friends 
of  government  watched  his  motions  with  fufpicion 
and  jealoufy  '• 

Notwithftanding  thefe  appearances,  Petion  was  Attached 
ftiU  .attached  to  Orleans.  He  had  been  one  of  the  ^«  Orleans, 
mod  ilrenuous  advocates  for  his  acquittal  on  the 
charges  relative  to  the  fifth  of  Oftober  ^ ;  and  was 
one  of  the  privy  council  of  the  palais  royal  *.  Or- 
leans was  fo  well  pleafed  with  his  fervices,  that  he 
rcfolved  to  exert  his  influence  to  get  Petion  elefted 
mayor  of  Paris  * ;  and  intruded  to  his  care  the  fafe  oaohcr. 
convoy  of  his  daughter,  and  her  governefs  madame  ^^aon. 
de  Sillery,  to  London.  The  motives  of  this  journey 
are  differently  ftated.  Camille  Defmoulins  infi- 
nuates,  and  his  opinion  is  adopted  by  profefTor  Ro- 
bifon,  that  the  charms  of  the  two  females,  particu- 
larly the  youngeft,  were  employed  to  confirm  Pe- 
tion*s  attachment  to  the  duke's  family  ^  Madame 
de  Sillery  pretends  .that  his  attendance  was  merely 
an  ad  of  pclltenefs,  didated  by  the  danger  and  in- 
convenience the  ladies  would  experience  in  traverf- 
ing  the  provinces  of  France,  unaccompanied  by  a 
male  friend,  who  could  on  occafion  harangue  the 
people  and  the  municipalities  ^  This  does  not  ap- 
pear a  fuflicient  reafon  for  Petion's  deferting  Paris 
at  a  period  fo  interefting,  when  th^  eonflitution  was 
juft  completed,  and  the  election  for  mayor,  and  the 
appointment  of  a  new  commander  of  the  national 
guard  about  to  take  place.  There  was  undoubt- 
edly fome  fecret  motive  for  this  journey,  but  its 
precife  obje£t  is  not  afcertained. 

Petion  took  leave  of  madame  de   Sillery  while  nuftay. 
Ihe  was   changing   horfes,  and  faw  her  no  more. 

«  Roland's  Appeal,  vol.  i.  p.  127.  Tmpanial  Hiftory,  Vol.  i.  p.  484. 
y  Conjuration  de  d'Orleans,  vol.  I'ii    |>.  S3.  89. 

*  Hiilory  of  ihc  Brifroiinca  by  Camille  Dc(inou!in!i,  p.  to. 

*  Conjuration  de  d*Or)e»fls,  vol.  iii.  p.  ic8. 

fc  Hittory  of  the  Briifotines,  p.  9,     Proofs  of  a  Corfpiiacy,  p.  a?*- 
c  Vihe\%  de  la  Conluitc  de  Madame  de  Genlis  dciniis  Ia  Revolu- 
tion^  p.  a6. 

He 
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He  ftayed  ill  London  but  eight  day^  ^,  dilring  which 
time  he  aflfociated  with  fome  gentlemen  who  had 
adopted  Gallic  principles  of  reform,  and  honoured 
the  revolution  fociety  with  his  prefcnce  at  dinner  *. 

^«al.  When  Bailly  refigned  the  mayoralty,   Orleans 

immediately  difpatched  a  meflage  to  Petion,  requir- 
ing his  prefence  in  Paris  to  fill  the  vacancy  ^  Du*- 
ring  his  journey  to  London,  he  had  fpoken  on  the 
fubjeft  to  madame  de  Sillery,  He  told  her  he  en- 
tertained no  doubt  of  being  unanimoufly  eleded, 
but  that  he  (hould  decline  the  office.  The  lady  ex- 
prefling  fome  doubts  of  his  refolution,  he  faid, 
**  Whatever  entreaties  may  be  ufed,  if  I  accept  the 
•*  poft,  I  am  content  that  you  (hould  ever  confider 
"  me  as  the  moft  contemptible  of  mankind*." 
Notwithftanding  this  proteftation,  which  he  fre- 
quently repeated  in  the  courfe  of  his  journey,  he 
obeyed  Orleans's  fummons  without  hefitation,  and 

Cfln<iid;;te  immediately  on  his  arrival  declared  himfelf  a  candi- 

Lu'w'ah    ^^^^  ^^^  ^^  mayoralty.      His  principal  opponent 
'  was  la  Fayette,  but  Petion  fucceeded  in  the  eledion. 
It  is  faid,  and  I  believe  truly,  that  la  Fayette  would 
have  had  a  majority,  if  feven-eighths  of  the  inha- 
bitants of  Paris   had   not  declined  voting  \     The 
royalifls  moft  probably  did  not  vote  on  the  opca- 
fion ;  they  could  not  efteem  Petion  ;  although  the 
king,  juftly  incenfed  againft  la  Fayette,  was  fo  little 
apprized  of  his  competitor's  malignity,  and  fo  little 
apprehenfive  of  his  power,  that  he  wifhed   him 
t9th  Nov.  eleded  in  preference  to  the  general '.     As  foon  as 
Eitfled.     j^g  j^j^j  gained  his  ele^on,  it  was  announced  to  the 

•>  Pi^cift  dc  )a  C<Mid«ift  de  Madamt  Genlis  depuit  k  R«t^ii* 

tion,  p.  17* 

«  Fiowrr  of  the  Jacob! ns»  p-i5. 

^  Conjuration  dc  d*Orlean5f  vol.  iti.  p*X5f. 

t  ]  licit  de  la  Conduite,  Sec,  p«s7. 

b  Nciiccr  on  the  Revolution,  vol.  i.  p.  349.  Out  of  eighty  thou* 
faiul,  the  fujipofevl  number  of  a^ive  citizens  iu  Paris,  only  ten  tlioa- 
land  fotir  hundred  and  tUtrty  two  voted.  See  Mercttie*  Frv>9oi<i 
N*'  du  i6  Novenibie  17911  p.  tt^, 

^  J5eitiand*a  Memoir Sy  vol.  i.  p.  259. 

8  afTembly^ 
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«i(fembty^  by  9l  letter  from  Petion  himfelf,  in  which 
he  requefted  the  legiflature  to*  hotiour  with  fome 
tnark  of  their  favour  the  man  whom  the  citizens  of  ~ 
lE^is  had  honoured  with  their  confidence.  On  the 
motion  of  Couthon,  afterwards  fo  diftinguifhed  for 
languinary  ferocity,  the  eleftion  was  recorded  in 
the  proems  verbal^  as  a  jufl:  tribute  to  a  man  diftin- 
guifhed  for  the  goodnefs  of  his  principles  and  his 
zeal  for  the  public.  It  was  alfo  moved  that  the 
president  fliould  anfwer  Petion's  letter,  but  the  pro- 
pofal  was  over-ruled  by  a  fuggeilion,  that  if  fuch  a 
practice  were  eftablifhed^  the  prefident  would  be 
under  the  neceffity  of  writing  forty*four  thoufand 
feven  hundred  and  thirty.three  fimilar  letters  to 
different  municipal  officers  ^ 

Petion  foon  diiblayed  his  refolution  to  adhere  to  Encou- 
thofe  principles  of  infurreftion  and  infubordination  '?^^*  ^^^ 
to  which  he  owed  his  popularity.     Far  from  at** 
tempting  to  difcourage,  he  countenanced  the  attacks 
made  by  the  mob,  under  the  diredion  of  the  Jaco«- 
bins,  on  the  club  of  Feuillans.     He  apologifed  for  «7ih.  Dee. 
their  violences  in  a  letter  to  the  aflembly,  by  which 
he  declared  that  Paris  was   divided  between  the 
friends  of  the  people  and  the  Feuillans,  and  that  the 
law  was  in  a  (late  of  oppofition  to  the  public  opi« 
nion*    The  affembly  on  reading  this  letter  decreed^ 
that  no  club  fliould  be  held  in  the  convent  of  the 
fi^evant  FetuHatu  '^ 

In  confequence  of  his  great  influence  with  the  Cotinec- 
Jacobins,  Petion  was  confuked  on  forming  the  Ja-  IIJ^^Tj^JJi^jn 
cobin  adminiftration  "•     Robefpierre   afferts,    and  miniar/. 
perhaps  with  truth,  that  in  this  inftance  Petion  was 
merely  the  tool  of  Briflbt,  and  recommended  im* 
plicitly  fuch  minifters  as  his    political    preceptor 
pointol  out  "•    He  was  however  in  high  £tvour  with 

■ 

*  Debates. 

'  Ibid.     Impartial  Hiftory^  vo1«i.  p.  497. 

^  Life  of  Dumourie2,  vol.  if.  p.  177, 

'  See  RoberpiciTC*«  Lttter  to  Jerome  Petlony  Appendix,  N^  X« 

VOL.  II.  7.  tbi.«» 
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this  unpiincipled  adminiftration,  who,  together  vnxb 
their  fautors,  exerted  every  effort  to  enhance  his  po- 
pularity.   Dumouriez,  at  firft  by  a  mod  unwarrant- 
able breach  of  faith  towards  the  king  %  and  after- 
guards by  a  mifappropriation  of  the  fecret-fervice 
money,  fiimiihed  him  with  the  means  of  libelling 
the  royal  family  >"•     The  fums  thus  received  and  ap> 
plied  by  Petion  are  laid  to  have  amounted  to  a 
EKcnion*   thoufand  livres  (43/.  i5/.)a-day'.     When  the  re- 
kfnr.**  ****  publican  members  of  the  cabinet  commenced  their 
outrageous  attack  on  the  roval  prerogative,  Petion 
and  his  coadjutor  Manuel  aided  their  views  by  en- 
deavouring to  terrify  the  king,  that  he  might  be 
induced  to  make  his  efcape,   which  would  have 
amounted  to   an  abdication  of  the  throne,    and 
(pared  the  fadion  much  intrigue  and  exertion'. 
This  project  being  baffled  by  the  firmnefs  of  the 
king,  and  his  refolute  adherence  to  the  conftitutioa, 
Petion  endeavoured  to  infpire  the  people  vrith  a  con- 
tinual jealoufy,  that  the  king  was  defirous  to  take 
ssd  May.  the  ftep  he  had  fo  repeatedly  declined.     Afkuated 
by  a  pretended  alarm  on  this  fubjed,  Petion  wrote 
to  the  commandant  of  the  national  guard,  mention- 
ing his  fufpicions,  and  requiring  him  to  increafe  the 
patroles  about  the  Tuilleries,  both  in  number  and 
23d.      force.     The  king,   informed  of  this  drcumftance^ 
wrote  to  the  municipality,  complaining  of  this  unjuft 
fufpzdon,  and  declaring  his  confidence  in  the  na- 
tional guard.     He  faid  that  he  was  informed  of  all 
the  manoeuvres  which  had  been  employed  to  agitate 
the  public  mind,  and  compel  him  to  leave  the  ca- 
pital, but  that  they  would  be  tried  in  vain.     The 
effeGt  of  this  letter  muft  have  been  highly  prejudi- 
cial to  the  views  of  the  fadion;  had  the  public  been 
permitted  to  perufe  it  calmly  and  without  perver- 
fioh ;   but  Petion,  anxious  to  prevent  this  effefl, 

•  S«  DuMOVRiEz.  P  Roland's  Appeal^  vol.i.  p.  79. 

1  Uiftor}'  ot  the  Hriflbtines  by  Camille  Dsfmoulins,  p.  3s. 
'  Corjrratiiiii  de  (.''Oitfans,  voJ.iv.  p.  170.  173.  1S7. 
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pobliflied  &  long  letter  animSLdrerting  dn  that  written  HtH. 
hj  the  king,  replete  with  fallacious  arguments  and 
evafive  fubtleties.  Not  fatisfied  with  this,  he  pro^  ^S^b. 
cured  a  deputation^  who  unexpededly  appeared  at 
the  bar  of  the  affembly,  and  denounced  the  pub- 
lication of  the  king's  letter  as  a  crime  aninft  the 
nation*  Their  orator  declared,  that  '*  if  Petion 
^  loft  the  public  confidence,  there  was  no  longer  any 
•*  iafety  for  the  people."  The  fpeaker  was  fre- 
quently interrupted  on  account  of  the  irr^ularity 
of  his  proceeding ;  but,  favoured  by  the  galleries, 
he  was  heard  to  an  end,  and  invited  to  the  honours 
of  the  fitting.  Though  the  aflfembly  pafTed  to  the 
order  of  the  day  on  the  denunciation,  the  depute 
ation  was  of  ufe  to  thofe  who  contrived  it,  as  it 
ferved  to  inflame*  the  public  mind,  and  increafe  the 
popularity  of  Petion  \  A  few  days  afterwards,  a  %gih, 
riot  was  organized  which  threatened  a  renewal  of 
the  fcenes  ot  OAober  1789 ;  the  king's  guard  was 
infulted,  and  the  cap  and  flag  of  anarchy  planted 
over  the  principal  gate  of  the  caftle;  the  whole 
city  exhibited  an  appearance  of  alarm  and  agitation, 
the  fittings  of  the  afTembly  were  declared  penna«- 
nent,  and  the  houfes  illuminated  i  but,  probad>ly  for 
want  of  a  determinate  projeft,  the  infurre^on  fub* 
fided  \ 

When  the  Jacobin  adminiftration  was  difmifledi  DiAttiffioA 
the  conteft  between  that  fadion  and  the  friends  of  ^^J.^*'*; 
the  king  became  more  inveterate  and  violent  than  minliftni* 
jever.    retion  cooperated  with  his  old  aflbda'tes,  *">»« 
and  refolved  to  ufe  every  means  which  his  popu^ 
larity  and  influence  afforded  to  reduce  the  roysj 
power  to  a  nullity,  or  to  render  the  king  implicitly 
fubfervient  to  the  miniftry  or  regent  whom  he  ia-* 
Toured.    An  infurre&ion  was  projefted  and  organ* 

*  Inptrtial  H\§torj,  vol.  it.  p>  %%,  For  copiet  €f  the  letters  on  this 
eccafioii,  fee  Mercurc  Fran^oUy  M*  do  4  Juid  179ft,  p.  ^v^And  for 
tbe  proceedings  in  the  aflTemblyf  fee  Debates* 

^  Mflfcitrt  rnm^ois  da  %  Juio*  p*  64. 
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ized,  in  u'hicfa  it  is  moft  probable  dial  the  ultimate 
intention  was  to  facrifice  the  whole  royal  family  ; 
though  the  confpirators,  not  daring  to  avow  the  ex>- 
tent  of  their  defign,  had  not  exprefsly  commiflioned 
any  individual  or  party  to  perpetrate  the  murder. 

^f '^'^for  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^y^  before  the  infurrcftiori,  Petion  diC- 
infurrec.  played  the  utmoft  a^ivity  in  exciting  the  mob  o£ 
lion.  the  faufcbourg  St.  Antoine" ;  he  and  Manuel  covered 
the  walls  of  Paris  with  placards  highly  abuiive  of 
X9th  June,  ^hg  royal  family  *.  The  day  before  the  infutredion 
was  appointed  to  take  place,  and  while  the  minds 
of  the  people  were  in  the  greatefl:  fermentation,  a 
dinner  was  given  in  the  Champs  ElyfeeSj  at  whidi 
were  prefent  about  five  hundred  gueus.  Anachariis 
Clootz,  who  but  two  days  before  had  propofed  to 
depofe  the  king,  fat  as  toaft-mafter  ;  Dugazon  die 
aftor  fang  couplets  threatening  deftruftion  to  the 
king;  and  in  the  courfe  of  the  day>  Gorfas  declared, 
that  on  the  morrow,  not  the  oaky  but  the  a/pin  of 
liberty,  muft  be  planted  in  the  garden  of  the  Tiill- 
leries  ^.  The  Jacobin  club  had  declared  their  fit- 
tings permanent ;  and  the  projected  tnfurreftion 
was  formally  announced  by  a  declaration,  that  the 
inhabitants  of  the  fauxbourg  St.  Antoipe  would 
meet  in  arms  and  prefent  a  petition  to  the  king^ 
requiring  him  to  fandion  the  decrees  againft  the 
priefts,  and  for  forming  a  camp  round  Paris  *.  The 
aifembly  took  no  aftive  meafures  to  difcourage  thefe 
proceedings,  and  Petion  openly  favoured  them. 
toth.  On  the  day  of  the  infurreftion,  Perion,  in  imi- 

kf«  ofi'hc  Nation  perhaps  of  Orleans,  abfented  himfelf  from 
mob.        Paris :  he  went,  no  one  knew  wherefore,  to  Ver- 
iailles*.      Roederer,  procureur-general-fyndiquej  ap- 
peared at  the  bar  of  the  aifembly,  and  formally  au* 

"  Life  of  Domoiinczy  vol.  ii.  p.  391. 

«  Conjuration  dc  d^Orleans,  vol.jii.  p.  175. 

T  Fennel*s  Review,   p.  67.     Conjuration  de  d^Orleans,  rol.  iii. 

p.  »74« 

>  Impartial  Hiftoryi  vol.  ii.  p.  41. 

*  Idtm,  vol.  ii.  p*45«    f  layfair's  Hiftory  of  Jacobinirm,  p.  4.0S. 

nounced. 


P  B  T  r  O  N.     .  34t 

nouficed)  that  a  colleftian  of  an  hundred  thoufand 
men  in  arms  was  formed  on  the  place  where  the 
Saftille  flood ;  that  they  were  encouraged  by  the 
tacit  approbation  of  the  afTembly  and  the  munici« 
palky,  and  by  the  prefence  of  three  members  of  the 
legiihture  ;  he  faid  that  their  intention  was  to  pre- 
fent  a  petition  to  the  aflembly,  and  afterwards  to  go 
in  a  body  to  the  Tuiileries  :  he  requeued  the  legif^ 
lature  to  fupport  their  own  dignity,  by  adhering  to 
the  law  which  forbad  the  prefenting  of  petitions  by 
armed  men^  and  by  refuting  admiflion  to  the  peti- 
tioners. This  application  produced  a  debate,  in 
which  the  propriety  of  following  Roederer's  advice 
was  fbongly  enforced.  Before  this  fubjed  was  fully 
difcufled^  the  mob,  headed  by  Santerre  and  St,  Hu- 
ruge,  prefented  themfelves  at  the  door  of  the  halK 
They  fent  in  a  petition  to  be.  admitted,  flating  thait 
their  number  did  not  exceed  eight  thoufand.  La- 
fource  fupported  the  petition,  and  arerred,  as  from 
his  own  knowledge^  that  if  they  were  received  in 
the  hall  of  the  legiflature,  they  would  leave  their  pel 
tition  there,  and  not  proceed  to  the  palace.  Swayed 
by  this  argument,  and  terrified  by  the  impetuofity 
of  the  mob,  the  affembly  at  length  admitted  them. 
Their  petition  was  read  by  one  Huguenin,  formerly 
an  advocate  in  the  parliament  of  Nancy ;  he  was 
an  old  man,  almoft  feventy,  remarkable  for  his  gi« 
gantic  flature,  bleared  eyes,  and  ferocious  afped:. 
The  petition  or  memorial  was  contained  in  eight 
pages,  and  every  fentence  was  replete  with  threats 
and  inve&ives  againil  the  king  and  queen.  When 
he  had  finifbed,  a  motley  and  fqualid  band  of  the 
mofl  wretched  outcafls,  drawn  from  all  the  recep- 
tacles of  beggary,  idlenefs,  and  infamy  in  Paris, 
marched  through  the  hall:  they  were  armed  "with 
pikes,  rufty  fwords,  fcythes,  pitchforks,  twy-bills, 
bludgeons,  pickaxes,  and  clubs.  This  miferable 
battalion  confifled  of  coalmen,  chimney-fweepers, 
(hoe-blacks,  wharf-porters,  negroes  male  and  female, 
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and  women  of  the  lowed  and  nioft  abandoned  claft. 
They  carried  divers  enfigns,  with  infcriptions  denot* 
ing  languinary  ferocity,  occafionally  intermixed  with 
coarfe  and  vapid  ribaldry  :  among  the  latter  efforts 
may  be  enumerated  feveral  pairs  of  ragged  black 
breeches,  which  were  hoifted  on  poles»  with  the  in- 
fcription,  libres^  et  fans-ctdottes ;  fome  were  half 
naked,  and  carried  their  rags  on  the  point  of  a  pike$ 
fome  bore  on  their  pikes  pieces  of  bread,  cheefe,  or 
other  food.  This  difgufting  troop  occupied  the  hall 
oi  the  aflembly  three  hours,  and  at  their  departure 
left  with  the  prefident  a  banner,  in  token  of  frater* 
nity.  They  then  divided  into  three  companies,  one 
under  Santerre,  another  under  St.  Huruge,  and  a 
third  commanded  by  the  Amazonian  proftitute^ 
Theroigne  de  Mericourt.  After  furmounting  a 
flight  oppofition,  or  rather  their  own  fears  of  oppo* 
fition,  from  a  guard,  who  were  either  diiaffeded, 
or  would  not  a£l:  without  orders,  they  occupied  all 
the  apartments  in  the  palace,  and  committed  thofe 
horrible  outrages  which  endangered  the  lives  of  all 
the  royal  family,  and  will  ever  ftigmatife  the  legif* 
lature,  the  municipality,  and  the  people  ^ 
Condwapf  Wh^n  the  mob  had  exhaufted  every  effort  of 
^•^"®"«  infult  and  brutality  which  their  ferocious  licentiouf* 
pefs  could  diftate ;  when  they  had  perpetrated  every 
violence  fhort  of  ahfolute  murder,  from  which  by 
fome  unaccountable  impulfe  they  were  reftrained^ 
Petiqn  made  his  appearance.  He  was  driven  in  his 
carriage  up  to  the  palace,  with  the  air  of  a  man 
perfe^ly  at  leiAire  %  Convinced  that  the  day  would 
Tfioi  produce  the  advantages  his  faction  expefted, 
that  the  king  would  not  be  induced  by  terror  to 
fandlion  the  decrees,  and  that  the  mob  had  not  been 
duly^prepa^ed  to  exterminate  the  royal  family,  he 

b  See  THE  KiKGt  &c.  Debates  and  Hiftorics.  Moore^t  Joomal, 
vol.ii.  p.  2ot,  et  feq,  FennePs  Keview,  p.  69,  et  feq,  Cpnjuratioii 
l}e  d^Orleans,  vol.  iit.  p.  176,  et  feq.  and  the  Journals. 

%  ?layfajr*s  Hiitory  of  Jacpbiniioii  p.  40s. 
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tboUffht  it  would  be  beft  to  aflume  an  appearance 
of  kindnefs.  He  faid  to  the  king,  ^^  Sire,  I  was 
*^  only  this  moment  informed  of  your  fituation/*— 
**  That  is  extraordinary,  (faid  the  king,)  for  I  have 
•*  been  in  this  fituation  above  three  hours  ^^  Pe- 
tion  then  afiured  the  king  he  had  nothing  to  fear ; 
which  produced  from  the  king  that  energetic  reply, 
in  which  he  difclaimed  the  influence  of  fo  degrading 
a  fentiment  %  He  added  with  pointed  indignation ; 
**  Go,  fir,  Europe  will  be  your  judge."  Thefe 
words  inflamed  Petion's  rancour,  and  increafed  his 
animofity  againft  the  royal  family  ^  For  the  pre* 
ient,  however,  he  retrained  his  anger,  and  dif- 
perfed  the  mob.  Mounted  on  a  ftool,  he  faid. 
Citizens,  you  have  now  made  your  defires  knowa 
to  the  hereditary  reprefentative,  with  that  energy 
and  dignity  which  become  a  free  people,  who 
underftand  their  rights.  The  king  at  prefent 
**  knows  the  intentions  of  the  fovereigriy  and  will 
**  undoubtedly  pay  a  proper  regard  to  them.  You 
^^  ought  now  to  redre  with  calmnefs  and  decency, 
^^  that  your  intentions  may  not  be  calumniated." 
A  deputation  from  the  national  aflfembly  foon  after- 
wards arrived,  and,  in  their  ufual  cant,  proflered  to 
make  a  ihield  of  their  bodies  for  the  king.  This  ill- 
timed  ofier  was  rendered  ufelefs  by  the  difperfion  of 
the  mob,  who,  at  the  command  of  Petion  and  San-* 
terre,  evacuated  the  palace  *• 

Petion's  mifconduft    on   this    occafion  was  fo  His  fuA 
flagrant,  that  the  direftory  of  the  department  of  P***^"* 
Paris  thought  proper  to  fufpend  him  and  Manuel 
iroin  their  tundions.     When  this  decree  was  known 
in  Paris,  every  exerdon  was  made  ft)  render  the 

'  Moore*s  Journal,  vol.  ii.  p.  tij.  ThU  afl'ei  tion  of  Petion's  mod 
have  been  a  falfity,  or  at  leaft  an  equivocation ;  for  he  knew  all  the 
preparations  for  the  event,  and  purpoiely  abfentcd  himfelf  that  he 
might  not  be  called  on  to  interfere, 

^  See  THE  KiNQ. 

^  Pelfier'g  late  Pifture,  vol.  i.  p.  tia, 

S  Hiftorics.    Moorc't  Journal,  vol.  'i\  p.  ai7« 

z  4  authors 


J44  PET  I  ON. 

authors  of  it  odious,    and   to  procure  the  rein- 
ftatement  of  the  popular  officers.    Petion  publiflied, 
in  anfwer ,  to  the  letter  of  the  direftory,  of  the  de- 
partment, an  apologetical  pamphlet,  intitled.  General 
Rules  of  my  GonduSl  towards  the  People^  in  which  he 
declared  it  as  a  fundamental  principle,  that  he  would 
never  caufe  the  blood  of  the  people  to  be  (hed  "*• 
This  declaration,  which  confounded  every  diftinc- 
tion  between  the  peaceable  citizen  and  the  audacious 
violator  of  public  repofe,  rendered  him,  if  poffible, 
more  popular  than  before.     Numerous  deputations 
were  fent  to  the  bar  of  the  affembly,  who  mingled 
with  their  petitions  and  declamations  on  behalf  of 
the  virtuous  mayor,  the  moft  atrocious  calumnies 
againft  the  king  and  his  advifers  *.     Danton  endea- 
voured to  excite  the  commune  in  Pet  ion's  behalf", 
and  Robefpierre  wrote  a  fevere  inveftive  againft  the 
direftory  of  the  department '.     The  king  w5(hed  to 
decline  interfering,   but  the    affembly   would  not 
lath  July,  permit  him   to  difplay  his  forbearance.     He  was 
fh^cTiTcm-  ^l^g^^  ^^  confirm  the  decree  of  the  department, 
bjy.         and  when  his  proclamation  to  that  effeft  had  been 
read  in  the  affembly,  and  Petion  prefented  himfelf 
at  the  bar  to  reply,   Bazire  infolently  exclaimed, 
"  Let  us   now  hear  the   language  or  virtue  and 
^^  truth/*     His  apology,  which  was  a  feries  of  ab- 
furd  fables  compiled  with  the  moft  barefaced  dif- 
regard   of  confifteficy  or  probability,  was  received 
t?ih.     with   clamorous   plaudits,   he  was    invited   to  the 
Rcttor*      honours  of  the  fitting,  and  by  a  decree  reftored  to 
the  exercife  of  his  office  ".     This  meafure  was  fol- 
lowed by  the  refignation  of  the  direftory  of  the 
department ",  "but  the  rancour  of  PetioQ  was  not 

^  Playfair's  Hiftory  of  Jacoblnifm,  p.  4.to, 

*  Sec  Dcb.itcs  from  i5ih  June  to  13th  July, 
k  See  Manuel. 

*  Oefer.fciir  de  la  Conftitution,  p,  4.31. 
«  Debates.     See  al fo   Fennel'*   Review  |    Peltier^s   late   Piftare  j 

MooreN  Journal,  vol.  ii.  j  and  the  Hiftoiies, 
^  Iiiijnrtiai  iiiltoryi  vol.ii,  p.  77. 
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to  be  fo  appeafed,  he  commenced  an  adive  perfecu^ 
tion  of  la  Rochefoucault,  who  had  been  prefident 
cf  the  diredory,  and  finally,  with  the  afTiftance  of 
the  ungrateful  Condorcet,  procured  his  murder  ^ 

At  the  confederation,  Petion  was  oflentatiouily     ut>i*, 
exhibited  as  the  popular  idol.     His  name  was  in-  ftThc  a>rl 
icribed  on  the  banners,  and  on  the  hats  of  the  mob,  feaeration* 
whofe  general  cry  was  Vive  Petion  /  Vive  le  vertueux 
Petion  !  a  has  la  Fayette  !  a  bas  le  veto  !  a  la  lanterne 
Us  arijiocrates  !  Petion  ou  la  mort  I  &c.  Several  mem- 
bers of  the  legiflative  aflembly  were  infulted  by  the 
pretended  conquerors  of  the  Baftille,  who  faid  that  if 
Petion  had   not   been  reftored,  they  would  have 
wreaked  their  vengeance  on  the  aiTembly  ^. 

The  faction  to  which  Petion  belonged,  now  dif-  ^^^^  J»'y» 
played  all  the  exukation  of  fubaltern  triumph  with  il^a'imriii* 
the  ferocity  of  implacable  hate  ;  they  encouraged  the  king. 
mod  flagrant  infults  and  circulated  the  moft  atrocious 
calumnies  againft  the  royal  family.  Among  other  re- 
ports which  gained  eafy  credit  with  the  mob  was  that 
of  a  large  quantity  of  arms  being  concealed  in  the 
palace.  The  king,  with  his  ufual  candour,  invited 
Petion  to .  attend  and  fearch  ;  the  mayor  refufed, 
but  fent  a  deputation  of  fix  municipal  officers,  and, 
though  they  were  perfectly  fatisfied  that  there  was 
no  truth  in  the  fuggeftion  which  occafioned  their 
viiit,  Petion  would  not  certify  the  fad  To  une* 
quivocally  as  to  remove  the  popular  fufpicion* 
The  arts  of  the  fadion  were  fo  fuccefsful,  that  the 
mob,  who  terrified  and  governed  the  city,  were 
eager  to  commence  ads  of  riot  and  hoflility,  but 
the  fear  of  the  national  guard  reftrained  them  from 
attacking  the  palace.  The  night  was  difgraced  by 
tumultuous  and  incendiary  meetings,  and  in  the 
day,  the  unreftrained  rabble  committed  every  ad 

^  Confiderations  on  the  Nature  of  the  French  Refolution,  by  Mallet 
du  Pan,  11.46.  n. 

P  Mercure  Fran9ois,  N<>  tlu  21  Juillet  1701.  The  reader  is  referred 
to  this  publication  tor  a.  judicious  defcription  of  the  ceremony  of  the 
day. 

of 
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of  violence  and  fury  which  licendoufnefs  and  poll* 
«7th'  tical  fanaticifm  could  fuggeft.  Among  other  in- 
Meet"he  ft^nces  may  be  mentioned  the  attacc  made  on 
mob.  d'Epzemefnil,  who  but  a  few  years  before  had  been 
one  of  the  popular  idols*  He  was  walking  tran- 
quilly in  the  garden  of  the  TuillerieSy  when,  without 
any  known  provocation,  a  numerous  party  attacked, 
wounded,  robbed,  and  dripped  him  naked;  they 
were  about  to  have  executed  him  i  la  lanteme^ 
when  he  was  refcued  by  a  detachment  of  national 
guards,  who  carried  him,  though  fuppofed  to  be 
dead,  to  the  guard-houfe  of  the  treafury.  Petioa 
attended,  but  unwilling  to  check  and  unable  ta 
juftify  this  mob,  he  politically  fainted  away  \ 
3oth.  To  encourage  the  rabble,  and  counteraft  their 
tficMar^^  dread  of  the  Swifs  and  national  guards,  the  dema- 
feiiiuis.  gogues  of  Paris  fent  for  a  troop  of  ruffians  from 
Marfeilles,  men  reeking  with  the  blood  fhed  in 
lawlefs  violence  at  Avignon,  incapable  of  remorfe, 
and  rendered  additionally  ferociou9  by  the  con- 
currence of  climate,  educaticxi^  and  practice*  Their 
march  to  Paris  was  marked  by  a&s  cbara&eriflic 
of  their  principles ;  robbery,  rape,  and  murder  at* 
tended  their  footfteps ;  they  recruited  their  bands 
with  all  the  abandoned  wretches  whom  want  or 
infamy  had  rendered  defperate,  and  arrived  at  Paris 
near  feven  hundred  in  number.  In  their  progrefs 
from  the  Barriere  du  TronCy  where  they  entered,  to 
the  mayor's  houfe,  which  was  at  the  other  extremity 
of  the  city,  they  gave  a  fample  of  the  conduft  they 
intended  to  maintain,  bv  infulting  and  defying  the 
inhabitants ;  they  infifted  that  filken  cockades 
iliould  not  be  worn,  but  that  worfted  (hould  be 
fubflituted,  and  overthrew  the  flails  where  ribband 

q  See  Debates  and  Hiftoiies.  Peltier*s  late  Figure,  toI.  i.  p.  30. 
D^EpfCintinil  lecuvered,  though  grievoufly  wounded  $  he  employed 
hit  At  (t  effvirt  of  returning  (irength  in  v^riting  to  his  fovercign  to  beg  for<« 
givexefs  for  that  conduct  which  bad  accelerated  the  revolution*  He  was 
guiiiouneU  during  the  tyranny  of  Robefpieirt« 
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cockades  vrete  fold.  The  national  guard,  confifting 
of  thirty-two  thoufand  men,  and  the  citizens  re- 
monftrated  in  vain,  they  were  terror-ftruck  by  this 
handful  of  refolute  banditti,  and  forced  to  fubmit, 
Pedon  received  the  MarfeiUois  with  cordiality  and 
exultation,  he  exhorted  them  to  be  unanimous,  and 
provided  them  with  barracks  in  thefauxbaurg  Mont* 
martre,  which  were  afterwards  exchanged  for  the 
barracks  of  the  Cordeliers,  in  the  feftion  du  Theatre 
Franfoh.  Thefe  ruffians  did  not  take  pofleflion  of 
the  refidence  ailigned  them  by  the  mayor  till  they 
had  (ignalized  their  own  ferocity,  and  demonftrated 
the  pufilianimity  of  the  Parifians,  by  attacking  a 
party  of  the  national  guard  who  were  dining  in  the 
Champs  Elysies^  fome  of  whom  they  killed  and 
wounded,  and  took  others  prifbners,  with  very  little 
refiftance  '• 

Encouraged  by  this  reinforcement,  Petion  affumed  %^  Ao^r. 
a  more  deafive  conduft.     Aftuated  by  his  fadlion,^  **  dtion't© 
the  fedtions  of  Paris  had  been  for  fome  time  in  the  depo^  iho 
daily  habit  of  fending  petitioners  to  the  aifembly  to  i^*"g* 
demand  the  king's  fufpenfion,  while  the  more  re- 
fpedable  inhabitants  had  attended  with  proteds  or 
counter-petitions.      The   aflembly,  inftead  of  ter- 
minating thefe  indecorous  fcenes,  fandlioned  them 
by  indecifion,  and,  at  length,  a  petition  was  drawn 
up  by  Chenier,  the  poet,  and  CoUot  d'Herbois,  the 
ador,  fubfcribed  by  a  numerous  tribe  without  dif- 
tindion  of  fe^Etions,  and  prefented  by  Petion,  at  the 
head  of  a  deputation  of  the  commune*   ^Tbis  petition 
was  replete  with  every  calumny  which   invention 
had  framed  againft  the  king,  and  every  fuggefUon 
with  which  malice  had  endeavoured  to  blacken  his 
intentions.      It  concluded  by  requiring  a  decree 
which  ihould  ordain    ^'  not  his  fufpenfion  till  the 

country  fhould  be  no  longer  in  danger,  but  his 


«€ 


r  Hiftoricf.    Playfair's  Hiftory  of  Jacobinirm,   p*4i3.    Peltier's 
bte  figure  of  Parif«  vu)«  i.  p.  %%.  vol.  ii.  p.  4^5. 
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^  forfeiture  of  the  crown/'  It  is  remarkable  that 
this  petition  deprecates  the  formation  of  a  repub* 
lie,  and  feems  only  calculated  to  procure  the  depo- 
fition  of  Louis  XVI.  It  fays,  "  while  we  hzvtJiicJ^ 
^^  a  king,  liberty  can  never  be  eftabliihed  ;''  and  ixk 
another  place,  ^'  as  it  is  very  doubtful  that  the  na» 
*'  tion  can  ever  place  confidence  in  the  prefent 
**  dynqfty^  we  pray,  &c/'  Thefe  expreffions  a£brd. 
ftrong  proofs  that  Petion  was  ftill  attached  to  Or* 
leans,  and  laboured  for  his  advancement,  and  de- 
monflrate  the  juftice  of  Robefpierre*s  obfervatioa^ 
that  the  republic  glided  in  by  ftealth  among  the 
various  fadions.  The  petition  was  received  with 
acclamations,  ordered  to  be  printed  and  fent  to  the 
dq>artments,  and  refetred  to  a  fpecial  committee*. 
Toth.  But  although  the  afcendancy  of  £sidion,  aided  hf 
duHn^^he  ^^^  clamour  of  the  galleries,  had  procured  a  fa- 
infttritC'  vourable  reception  to  this  petition,  the  final  event 
^^  could  not  be  intrufted  to  the  aflfembly,  where  the 
royalifls  and  conflitutionalifts  ftill  retained  a  ma-* 
jority.  The  report  of  the  fpecial  committee  was 
deferred,  and  the  infurreftion  organized  which  ter- 
minated in  dethroning  and  imprifoning  the  king« 
In  that  part  of  this  work  where  the  infurredion  is 
defcribed.,  Petion's  conduft  is  carefully  pourtrayed  ^ 
U'he  leading  features  confiit  in  his  having  been  iq 
the  palace  till  the  infurre&ion  was  in  full  force,  and 
then  evading  bis  duty  of  protecting  the  royal  fa* 
mily,  by  procuring  an  order  from  the  national  aft 
fembiy  requiring  his  attendance  at  the  bar ;  hia 
being  nominated  one  of  the  three  members  of  the 
new  commune^  after  the  old  commune  had  been  driven 
out :  and  his  giving  an  order  to  Mandat  to  repel 
force  by  force,  and  afterwards  caufmg  that  officer 
to  be  murdered  and  the  order  taken  out  of  hia 

•  Dehate*.     Hiftories.     Playfalr's  Hiftory  of  Jacohinifm,  p.  417. 
Moore's  Journal,  voU  i.  p.  15.     Pelticr*s  late  Pi(lure  of  Paris,  vol.  u 

*  S«e  Brissot* 
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-))ocket«  The  two  former  tranfaftions  are  fufficient 
to  ftigmatize  his  name  with  indelible  infamy,  but 
thofe  who  applaud  the  French  revolution  are  fo  far 
from  difapproving  his  conduct  that  they  confider  it 
meritorious,  and  generally  mention  it  with  applaufe« 
The  order  given  to  Mandate  in  which  Petion  did 
his  duty,  is,  on  the  contrary,  adduced  as  an  inex- 
piable offence,  it  formed  part  of  the  accufation 
againft  the  Briflfotines " ;  and  madame  Roland  un* 
dertakes  his  defence  in  thefe  words  * :  "It  is  not 
*^  till  lately  that  Pedon's  enemies  have  thought  of 
^  laying  that  he  went  to  the  palace  to  defend  it ; 
•*  while,  in  faft,  he  was  expofed  to  the  greateft 
^^  danger  while  he  remained  there  himfelf;  it  is 
^  not  till  lately  that  they  have  circulated  the  ca- 
^  lunmy  of  his  having  given  an  order  to  Mandat 
**  to  fire  on  the  people.  I  alk  for  what  purpofe 
*f  Petion,  detefted  by  the  court  and  cheriihed  by 
^  the  people,  fhould  have  betrayed  the,  latter  and 
*^  protefted  the  former,  when  its  fall  was  approach- 
^'  ing  ;  he  who  had  fought  againft  it  in  the  pleni- 
**  tude  of  power,  and  had  already  acquired  popu- 
^^  larity,  what  reafon  could  he  have  for  rifking  his 
^^  popularity,  when  the  people  had  the  bed  of  the 
^^  game  ^.  I  put  out  of  the  queilion  the  philofopher 
^^  and  zealous  citizen,  I  confider  only  the  man, 
**  and  it  is  demonftrative,  that  under  the  influence 
^'  of  ambidon  or  intereft,  the  condud  attributed 
•*  to  Petion  is  repugnant  to  common  fenfe ;  and 
**  that  if  his  integrity  would  not,  his  judgment 
*'  would  have  prevented  his  adopting  it.  He  could 
**  not,  from  the  nature  of  his  place,  march  at  the 
**  head  of  the  infurreftion ;  it  was  neceflary  to 
^'  confine  him,  and  tie  his  hands  that  he  might  not 

"  See  the  A8  of  Accufation  a^inft  them,  and  the  Report  byBiU 
laud  Varenneji,  made  July  15,  1793. 

«  See  Oblcrvations  rapides  fur  TAfte  d' Accufation  contre  let 
Deputes.     Appel  a  rirrtparti^lc  Poflcriie,  vol,  ti.  p.  57. 

f  Lorfque  le  Pcuple  uvaic  plui  beau  jcu.     Orig^ 

"  counteraft 
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Petion*t  Petioft^ft  popularity  and  afcendanc^  Were  con< 
ItuaUoo  fi^"*^  ^^  increafed^  by  the  events  ot  the  tenth  of 
Augufl,  he  was  hailed  as  the  magiftrate  of  the  peo« 
pie,  and  his  name  infcribed  on  a  flag  hoifted  within 
the  precinds  of  the  Tuilleries  to  commemorate  that 
eventful  day  ^*  He  foon  found,  however,  that  his 
attachment  to  BriiTot  and  the  miniflry  was  incom« 
patible  with  his  iituation  in  the  new  felf-formed 
council  of  the  commune.  That  body,  as  Petion 
afterwards  faid,  inftead  of  putting  an  end  to  the 
revolutionary  eiforts,  which  had  already  been 
crowned  with  fuccefe,  though  it  more  dignified  to 
enter  into  a  ftate  of  rivalfhip  with  the  legiflative 
aflembly,  whofe  decrees  they  obeyed  or  refifted 
only  as  they  were  favourable  or  repugnant  to  their 
views  ^.  But  however  Petion  might  difapprove  the 
ufurpations  of  the  commune^  he  had  not  courage  or 
integrity  fufficient  to  oppofe  or  refift  them,  he  con- 
tented himfelf  with  a  cold  diftant  demeanor,  and 
fanflioned  all  their  meafures  in  fuch  a  manner 
as  to  fhew  his  internal  fentiments  of  difguft.  Thig 
condud  was  fufficient  to  expofe  him  to  the  rancour 
of  the  Jacobins,  who  overwhelmed  him  ^th  d&* 
famation*  He  was  not  poffefTed  of  the  energy  re« 
quifite  to  ftem  this  torrent,  but  threw  himfelf  help* 
Sotli.  lefs  into  the  hands  of  his  new  adverfaries.  He 
wrote  a  canting  letter  to  the  /e^hn  des  Halles  ia 
vindication  of  his  own  condud  towards  the  commune^ 
in  which  he  meanly  flattered  them,  and  excufed 
himfelf  by  general  profeilions  of  zeal  for  the  public 
3ift.  •  good  *.  To  conciliate  ftill  more  the  wavering  popu- 
lace, he  attended  the  next  day  at  the  bar  of  the 
aflembly,  at  the  head  of  a  deputadon  of  the  com^ 
mune^  and  fandlioned  by  his  prefence  tbofe  pro- 
ceedings which  demonftrated  that  the  diforganizing 

f  Peltier's  late  Piflure,  vol.  ii.  p,  197. 

Ik  Petion's  intended  Speech  on  Louvec's  charge  againilRobefpienrt* 
See  Mcrcure  Frangois,  N**  du  17  Nofembre  17921  |)»  190. 
^  Peltier's  late  Picture,  vol.  ii.  p.  291,  491, 
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jaftion  m  the  commune^  not  content  with  deftroylng 
royalty,  were  determined  to  reign  paramount  to 
every  other  exifting  authority,  and  to  brave  and 
awe  the  legiflature  itfelf ". 

Thus  trembling  for  his  popularity,  and  ready  to  */J.  ^*P^ 
embrace  every  excefs  rather  than  rifk  a  diminution  ations  on 
of  it^  it  is  reafonably  prefumed  that  Petion  took  an  h»s  con- 
a6Hve  (hare  in  promoting  the  fatal  maflacres  which  J^ngfbV 
occurred  fo  foon  after  this  difgraceful  fcene  in  the  maffacrei* 
aifembly ;  and  the  prefumption  receives  additional 
confirmation  from  his  known  attachment  to  Or- 
leans, and  his  intimacy  with  Manuel.  He  is  feebly 
defended  by  Garat  and  madame  Roland.  Garat 
merely  fays  that  Petion  was  kind  and  humane,  and 
had  a  due  averfion  and  horror  for  the  fhedding  of 
human  blood  ^  This  negative  acquittal  is  not  of 
great  importance  in  itfelf,  for  even  if  the  general 
affeition  were  true  as  to  the  reft  of  Petion's  hfe,  his 
conduct  ^n  this  day  might  exhibit  him  in  a  new 
fight,  and  alter  the  impreffion  made  by  his  former 
aftions.  The  defence  however  is  in  itfelf  pf  no 
force,  for  however  a  French  revolutionary  journalifl: 
and  minifter  of  ftate  may  reafon,  it  is  not  pofEble  for 
the  thinking  part  of  any  other  community  to  con- 
cede, that  the  defender  of  the  maflacres  at  Avignon, 
the  employer  of  the  Marfeillois  in  Paris,  the  infur- 
gent  of  the  twentieth  of  June,  and  the  confpirator 
of  the  tenth  of  Auguft,  had  any  horror  of  bloodfhed, 
Madame  Roland,  fpeaking  of  Amar's  aft  of  accufa^ 
tion  againft  the  Briflbtines,  fays,  "  The  reporter 
**  has  not,  in  the  flighteft  manner,  adverted  to  the 
maflacres  oii  the  fecond  of  September ;  he  has 
avoided  a  dilemma  by  not  adopting  any  conclu- 
**  fion,  for  the  Mountaineers  have  made  ftatements 
**  diametrically  repugnant.  When  Roland  de- 
"  nounced  thefe  maflacres,  the  Jacobins  aflerted 
•*  that  they  were  the  work  of  the  people,  inflamed 

^  See  Bri»80T,  <  Garai*s  Memoirs,  p.  27. 

VOL.  H.  A  A  *Ma 


31+ 


€C 


P  E  T  I  O  N- 

**  to  vengeance ;  they  confidered  it  a  crime  to  rc- 
**  fridn  from  applauding  them ;  and  when  Petioa 
*'  and  his  colleagues  obtained  a  decree  to  profecute 
the  authors  of  thefe  fcenes,  they  called  Petion  and 
the  right  fide  enemies  of  the  people  and  of  li- 
berty.    Now,  fince  this  decree  is  fallen  into  ne- 
gle6l ;  now,  that  the  Jacobins  triumph,  and  the 
twenty-two  are  profcribed,   the  Jacobins  them- 
felves,  and  Hebert  among  the  foremoft,  impu- 
dently aflert  that  the  maflacres  were  the  work  of 
"  the  bafe  Petion  ".*'     Admitting  this  to  be  a  good 
party  argument,  it  is  far  from  eftablifhing  Petion's 
innocence,  it  only  flievvs  that  the  Mountain  were, 
as  well  as  iheir  opponents,  frequently  guilty  of  in- 
confiftencies  in  argument  and  conduct.     The  fa£ts 
are  not,  however,  exadlly  agreeable  to  madame  Ro- 
land's ftatement,   Marat,  even  while  he  attributed 
thefe  ads  to  the  people,  admitted  and  ftrongly  af* 
ferted  that  Petion  was  a  principal  promoter  and  ac- 
complice.    He  fays  :  "  As  to  the  maflacres  of  the 
fccond  and  third  of  September,  it  is  an  atrodty 
to  reprefent  them  as  the  work  of  a  gang  of  bri- 
gands :  if  fo,  the  aflcmbly,  the  minifter  of  the  in- 
terior, and  the  mayor  of  Paris  were  the  maiefac- 
V  tors ;  and  nothing  can  wafli  them  clean  from  the 
•*  crime  of  not  having  prevented  aflaflinations  that 
lafled  three  days.     But  they  will  doubtlefs  fay, 
it  was  impofTible,  being  equally  the  a£l  of  the  na« 
^'  tional   guards,   the   federates,    and   the  people. 
**  Petion  refted  tranquilly  at  table  with  Briflbt  and 
^*  his  friends,  and  dildained  to  quit  the  party  even 
for  receiving  the  commiffioners  fent  by  the  aflem- 
bly  to  charge  him  to  flop  thefe  exceffes  ".**     The 
flimfy  reafonings  of  Petion's  advocates  have  not  been 
able  to  prevent  difcerning  men  of  all  nations,  and  of 

»  Obferrations  i-apidcs,  &c.  Appel  a  I*Impartia]e  Poft6rit6,  ▼ol.  ii. 
p.  $«. 

"  Journal  de  Marat,  No.  105.  Quoted  in  Arthur  YouDg^s  Example 
^  Francci  a  Waining  to  iirjtain'y  |/.  a8, 
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both  parties,  royalift  and  republican,  from  confider- 
ing  and  accufing  him  as  the  chief  contriver  and  pro- 
moter of  thefe  horrible  tranfaftions.  Arthur 
Young  makes  an  exception  favourable  to  Marat,  in 
ftating  the  comparative  guilt  of  that  incendiary  and 
Petion  *•  Montjoye  and  Peltier  exprefsly  aver,  that 
he  was  the  principal  promoter  of  the  maffacres  ■* ; 
and  the  republican  Pag^s  repeats  the  fame  accufation 
in  various  parts  of  his  hiftory,  and  with  all  the  vio- 
lence of  unqusdified  reprobation  '^. 

Leaving,  however,  thefe  ill-managed  efforts  of 
exculpation,  and  general  cenfures,  it  plainly  refults 
from  all  apparent  drcumftances,  that  Petion  knew 
and  confented  to,  if  he  did  not  command,  the  fcenes 
which  difgraced  his  mayoralty.  After  ^  the  fufpen- 
fion  of  the  municipality,  he  had  been  invefted  with 
power  to  order  out  all  the  armed  force  in  Paris,  and 
could  at  pleafure  have  terminated  a  carnage  which 
was  begun  and  conduced  only  by  a  fmall  band  of. 
hireling  ruffians  '•  From  his  window  he  could-  fee 
the  carriages  full  of  priefts  defigned  for  flaughter  go 
over  the  pent  neuf^ ;  and  from  rooms  in  his  notel  he 
could  not  avoid  hearing  the  fcreams  of  the  dying, 
and  the  fhouts  of  the  murderers,  in  two  different 
prifons  ^  The  infurreftion  was  twice  announced 
in  form,  as  having  begun,  and  going  to  begin, 
yet  Petion  took  no  notice  of  it ".  A  deputation 
of  twelve  commiffioners  was  fent  to  Petion  by  the 
affembly,  to  confer  on  the  ftate  of  public  afrairs : 
if  we  may  believe  Marat,  he  fat  at  table  with  Briffot, 
and  (hewed  no  inclination  to  receive  them  * ;  and 
when  at  length  they  were  admitted,  kept  them  till 

•  Extmpleof  France,  &c.  ub»  fupra. 

P  See  Confpiracy  of  Robefpieire,  p.  74.,      Peltier's  late  Piflure, 
Vol.  ii.  p.  ftjo.  n. 
<i  See  Hiftoire  Secrete,  vol.  i.  p.  479.  toI.  ii.  p.  40.  )i9* 
'  Pl^yfaii't  Hiftory  of  Jicobinifro,  p.  499. 

•  Pel  tier's  late  Piflure,  vol.  ii.  p.  ?o6. 

<  Playfair,  ubi  fupra.  "  Garai*s  Memoirs,  p.  18. 

•  See  quotation  troin  Marat,  above. 
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two  o'clock  in  the  morning  converfing  on  indif- 
ferent topics,  and  never  mentioned  the  maffacres 
in  the  prifons.  He  was  afterwards  reproached  with 
this  faft  in  .the  convention,  and  feebly  defended  him- 
felf  by  faying  there  was  no  need  for  him  to  mention 
an  event  notorious  to  all  Paris,  or  to  defcant  on  an 
evil  which  was  then  irreparable ''.  He  even  told  a 
perfon  who  advifed  him  to  go  to  the  prifons,  that 
he  did  not  choofe  to  rilk  his  popularity  *.  Towards 
the  conclufion  of  the  maffacres,  Petion  made  his 
appearance  at  the  Bicetre,  where  the  mob  was  em- 
ployed  in  pumping,  in  order  to  drown  a  few  pri- 
foners,  the  melancholy  remains  of  this  favage  car- 
nage, who  had  concealed  themfelves  in  cellars  and 
holes  under  ground.  He  addreffed  the  mob  in  the 
language  of  mildnefs  and  pretended  philofophy, 
but  when  they  perfifted  in  their  proceedings,  calmly 
left  them,  faying,  "  Well,  children,  make  an  end 
"  of  it  ^r 
*ih^8tii'  As  foon  as  decency  would  permit,  Petion  ap- 
»5th,i7ih,  peared  at  the  bar  of  the  affembly,  with  a  ftatement 
j8tb.  t]i^^t:  Paris  was  then  perfeftly  tranquil ;  and  after- 
wards wrote  feveral  letters,  ftating  the  difpofition  of 
the  people  to  return  to  order,  and  requiring  that 
State  of  energy  might  be  given  to  the  law  ^  At  this  period, 
P^"««  Paris  was  in  a  ftate  of  unparalleled  diforder ;  the 
allied  armies  were  fuppofed  to  be  within  a  fhort  di- 
ftance,  and  certain  of  reaching  the  capital ;  the  elec- 
tions for  members  to  the  convention  were  proceed- 
ing, but  all  appearance  of  freedom  or  regularity  was 
deitroyed  by  a  mob  of  pike  and  bludgeon  men,  who 
conftantly  befet  the  eleftors  ;  the  populace  addifted 
themfelves  to  plunder  to  a  degree  fo  audacious,  that 
watches,  jewels,  and  trinkets,  were  ihatched  from 

f  See  Debates,  aift  January  1793. 

*  See  St.  Juft's  Repurr,  Sih  July  1793.  Peltier's  late  Piftare  of 
Paris,  vol,  ii.  p.  539. 

a  PeUier^s  late  Pi^urcj  vol.  ii.  p.  365.  PlayfairU  Hiftofy  of  Jt* 
co^iinifm,  p.  49S, 

^  Debate*. 
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the  perfons  of  their  poffeflbrs  in  open  day,  and  Pe- 
tion  ftated  it  to  the  afTembly  as  an  inftance  of  the 
people's  fenfe  of  propriety,  that  fome  of  thefe  rob- 
bers had  been  murdered  on  the  fpot ;  the  garde* 
meuble  de  la  couronne  was  broke  open,  and  plundered 
of  jewels  of  immenfe  value  ;   all  was  rapacity,  riot, 
infubordination,  and  terror  ""•  The  minifters,  alarmed 
at  the  hurricane  they  had  excited,  were  defirous  to 
leave  Paris,  to  carry  the  king  with  them,  and  transfer 
the  feat  of  government  to  a  more  tranquil  city ; 
Danton,  however,  ftrenuoufly  oppofed  the  meafure, 
and  Petion  rejefted  it  with  indignation  **.     It  has 
been  afferted  that  Petion,  accompanied  by  Manuel 
and  Kerfaint,  induced  Louis  XVI.  to  require  the  re- 
treat of  the  combined  armies ;    but  this  account,  fo 
jar  as  it  connects  him  with  Manuel  in  the  tranfac- 
tion,  is  difprbved  by  Clery '. 

Notwithftanding  Petion's  official  fituation,   and  Eiefled 
the  ftrong  alHance  between  him  and  the  miniftry,  4^***'^>'  *^ 
he  had  not  fufficient  influence  to  be  elefted  deputy  vcniion! 
to  the  convention  for  Paris  ^     He  was  however  re* 
turned  for  Eure  et  Loire,  or  Chartres,  which  place 
he   had  reprefented    in   the    conftituent   aflembly'.    / 
His  popularity  was  now  rapidly  declining  ;  and  the 
ill  grace  with  which  ^he,  the  inftigator  of  commo- 
tion,   now  recommended   fubordination  and   obe* 
dience  to  the  laws,  conrributed   as  much  as  any  * 
other  circumftance  to  diveft  him  of  the  public  fa* 
vour  '.    'Though   he  was   not  chofen   deputy  for 
Paris,  he  was  re-elefted  mayor  of  that  city  ;  but  this 
was   probably  a  manoeuvre  of  the   Mountain,  to 
make  him  refign  his  feat  for  Eure  et  Loire  ;  if  fo, 
he  fruftrated  it  by  declining  the  mayoralty  in  the 

c  Debatet.     Hiftories.     Moore's  lournsl,  ^.i.  f>.4ii»et  feq, 
d  Hiilory  of  the  Hnflbtines  by  Cuinille  DefmoulineSy  p.  so. 
«  J^agis,  vol.  ii.  p.  44..     Journal  <lc  Ciery,'  p«  165, 
^  Lduvert  Narrative,  p   20. 

t  See  Impartial  Hiiioiy,  vol.  ii.  p.  tjo.     MCfoA's  Jounialy  vol.  ii« 
p.  459.     Pages,  vol.  ii.  p.  40. 
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moil  pofitive   manner,    by  a  fliort  letter  to  die 

eleftors  **. 

At  the  firfl;  meeting  of  the  convention,  whea 
royalty  was  abolifhed  without  deliberation  by  three 
hundred  and  feventy-one  members  out  of  feven 
hundred  and  forty-^ve,  Petion  iat  as  prefident. 
He  was  alfo  one  of  the  committee  app(»nted  to  re- 
vife  the  conftitution  \  His  policies  at  this  time  are 
extremely  doubtful ;  he  was  in  the  confidence,  and 
acled  with  the  BrifTotioe  faftion ;  but  it  is  Cud  that 
he  continued  attached  to  Orleans,  and  laboured  to 
promote  his  views,  though  the  afcendancy  of  Marat 
and  other  worthlefs  charaders  prevented  his  public 
co-operation  ^.  To  this  uncertainty  of  conduft  may 
be  attributed  his  apparent  inconliftency  when  Lou- 
vet  made  his  denunciation  againft  Robefpierre.  He 
coincided  in  the  views  of  the  Briifotines  fo  far  as  re- 
lated to  the  punifhment  and  difgrace  of  the  intended 
didator,  but  \vzs  anxious  to  prevent  fuch  a  difcuifion 
as  would  endanger  Orleans ;  he  therefore  av(»ded 
fupporting  Louvet  in  the  debate,  and  was  friendly 
to  the  motion  for  the  order  of  the  day,  but  he  after- 
wards  publifhed  the  fpeech  he  intended  to  haye  de- 
livered ^ 

The  conteft  between  Petion  and  Robefpierre  now 
grew  to  a  great  excefs  of  perfonal  rancour  ;  in  ad- 
^  dition  to  his  intended  fpeech,  Petion  publifhed,  and 
ported  on  the  wails  of  Paris,  a  letter  to  the  Jacobin 
club  againrt  his  rival ".  Robefpierre  anfwered  thefe 
attacks  in  a  letter  replete  with  humorous^  fatire  and 
polifbed  ridicule,  and  fucceeded  in  making  his  anta^ 
gonift  additionally  contemptible  °. 

*»  Merruic  Francois,  N»  da  %y  Oftobre  1791. 

*  See  Drhstes. 

^  Sec  CQii)urattan  (te  d^Orleam,  vohili.  p.  sf  9.  %%^.     Alfe  Psgei, 
vol  ti.  p.  f«. 

*  Louvct's  Marrative,  p*  a j,  %^    See  alfo  Mercure  Francois  N"  da 
17  Novcmbre  1791, 

»  A  rummar^  of  ihia  rpeech  and  a  tranflacion  of  the  letter  to  tb« 
Jacobini,  are  given  in  the  Appendix,  N°  IX- 
»  Moore*t  View,  vol,  ii.  p.  395,    Sec^RoBESPlE&RE* 
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Petion's  exertions  in  the  convention  were  neither  Condua 
ftrenuous  or  important ;  his  chief  efforts  were  em-  2"„L»t 
ploved  on  the  king's  trial,  in  which  he  afted  with  trial. 
fuch  timid  duplicity  as  completely  to  annihilate  his 
fmall  remaining  portion  of  popularity,  without  ferv.* 
ing  the  king,   or  feeming  attached  to  his  caufe. 
He  appears  principally  to  have  aimed  at  obtaining 
delay,  as  he  propofed  the  difcuflion  of  the  king's   %^  l>cc. 
inviolability,  and  remonftrated  againft  the  conven- 
tion fitting  as  judges;  but  when  the  appel  nominal  5<*»J»«« 
was  to  decide  the  fate  of  Louis,  Petion  voted  him      ^^^' 
guilty,  referving  only  a  difcuflion  on  the  propriety 
of  delay  ^     His  conduct  in  this  particular  excited 
great  indignation  among  the  populace,  it  was  con- 
lidered  as  a  high  crime  at  the  Jacobin  club^  and 
Petion  narrowly  efcaped,  or  rather  obtained  a  ihort 
refpite  from  expulfiori  **. 

In  the  courfe  of  thefe  debates,  Petion  had  fome  *«<^  ]»"• 
perfonal  altercation  with  Lepelletier,  and  when  that'^j;*^^'  °^ 
deputy  was  aiTaflinated,  the  Mountain  took  advan-  piny, 
tage  of  the  circumilance  to  accufe  Petion  as  an  ac- 
complice with  the  murderer.  A  long  and  tumul- 
tuous debate  enfued,  in  which  Petion's  condud  in 
many  refpeds  was  virulently  arraigned,  and  his  de- 
fence was  by  no  means  proportioned  to  the  vigour 
and  extent  of  the  attack  ">•  In  the  conteft  which 
enfued  between  the  Mountain  and  the  Gironde,  Pe- 
tion was  not  a£live,  though  frequently  attacked. 
His  known  connexion  with  Orleans  retrained  his 
eflforts,  and  perhaps  he  yet  retained  a  wiOi  that  the 
views  of  that  confpirator  (hould  be  crowned  with 
fuccefs,  as  he  could  never  be  induced  to  a6l  ftre- 
nuoufly  againft  him*  He  awaited  the  turn  of  eventsr 
with  childifh  indifference,  or  hypocritical  levity. 
The  following  anecdote,  related  by  Louvet%  re« 

0  Debfttct. 

f  Moorc*t  Journal,  vol.  li.  p.  570.  $7%.     Sre  alfo  p.  614. 

1  Debates.     See  Kdberpierre  a  tct  CooimcUailti  ?ol.  U.  p*  14'* 
'  Louvet't  Narraiire,  p.  is* 
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fpedting  the  confpiracy  of  the  loth  of  March,  will 
(hew  that  Petion  was  incredibly  ftupid,  or  fo  great  an 
hypocrite  that  even  his  own  fadion  could  not  de- 
pend  on  him.      Louvet  fays,  "  That  I  might  be 

V  near  the  convention,  I  had  taken  a  lodging  in 

V  Honore-ftreet,  very  little  above  the  Jacobins. 
^^  About  nine  in  the  evening,  my  Lodoiflca,  who 

had  gotten  home,  and  was  expeding  me,  heard  a 
frightful  tumult  and  horrible  cries.  Ever  anxious 
*'  for  me,  who,  with  moft  of  my,  friends,  had  lived 
for  three  months  furrounded  with  dangers,  con- 
ftantly  purfued,  threatened,  infulted,  obliged  to 
**  carry  arms  for  my  defence,  and  forced  to  keep 
^^  every  night  from  home;  my  dear  wife  came 
<^  down,  and  went  on  till  (he  came  into  the  gal- 
*'  leries  of  the  fociety,  from  which  the  noife 
^^  ifliied.  She  heard  a  thoufand  (landers,  a  thou* 
**  fand  horrid  fpeeches  uttered.  She  faw  the  lights 
*<  extingui(hed,  and  fabres  drawn.  She  came  out 
*'  with  an  enraged  multitude,  who  went  to  the 
**  Cordeliers  for  auxiliaries,  thence  to  return  forth- 
♦«  with,  and  attack  the  convention,  LodoKka  juft 
*'  came  back  when  I  returned.  Immediately  I  flew 
f  ^  to  Petion's,  where  fome  of  my  friends  were  af- 
<'  fembled*  They  were  converfing  calmly  on  cer- 
*'  tain  decrees  that  were  to  be  paded  in  the  courfe 
*^  of  a  few  weeks.  God  knows  how  difficult  I 
*'  found  it  to  roufe  them  from  their  fecurity.  At 
^  laft  I  prevailed  on  them  to  refrain  from  appearing 
<*  at  the  meeting  already  begun,  and  to  affemble, 
*'  with  all  the  principal  perfons  profcribed,  in  an 
*'  hour^s  time,  in  a  houle  where  the  confpirators 
<«  would  not  expe£t  to  find  us.  I  then  repaired 
*'  with  fpeed  to  the  meeting,  where  I  found  Kervc- 
*«  h'gan,  deputy  from  Finifterre.  This  brave  man 
"  haftened  to  the  farther  part  of  the  fuburb  St. 
"  Marceau,  to  alarm  a  battalion  from  Breft,  which 
**  very  fortunately  arrived  at  Paris  a  few  days  be- 
**  fore,  and  had  been  detained.     This  battalion  re- 

"  mained 
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<<  mained  all  night  under  arms,  ready  to  ihaxch  to 
*^  our  aififtance  at  the  firft  requeft,  or  the  found  of 
**  the  alarm-belL  In  the  mean  time  I  went  from 
^^  houfe  to  houfe,  to  acquaint  Valaze,  Buzot,  B^r- 
^^  baroux,  Salle^  and  feveral  others.  Briflbt  went 
^^  to  inform  the  minifters  of  what  was  pafling ;  and 
**  the  minifter  at  war,  the  brave  and  unfortunate 
**  Beurnonville,  having  fcaled  the  wall  of  his  gar- 
^^  den,  had  already  joined  fome  of  his  friends,  with 
"  whom  he  formed  a  patrole.  After  a  ramble  of 
^.*  two  hours,  in  a  dark  night,  and  in  the  midfl:  as 
**  it  were  of  my  afiEiffins,  I  arrived  at  the  place  of 
^^  rendezvous.  Petion  was  wanting.  He  was  in 
^  much  danger,  however,  if  he  remained  at  his  own 
^^  houfe.  I  returned  to  feek  him,  and  a  fmgle  in- 
^^  cident  that  paiTed  will  depi£t  his  charad:er.  As 
^^  I  was  preffing  him  to  come  With  me,  he  went  to 
*^  the  window,  and  opened  it ;  then,  having  looked 
**  at  the  weather,  he  faid,  //  rains,  there  will  be  no* 
**  thing  done.  Notwithftanding  all  I  could  fay,  he 
*'  perfifted  in  flaying  at  home.** 

On  the  triumph  of  the  Mountain  and  total  defeat  aift  May, 
of  the  Briffotine  faftion,  Petion  made  his  efcape  "*'  ^'^^^* 
from  P^is,  and  followed  the  fortune  of  thofe  who 
were  of  opinion  that  nothing  but  the  infurredion  of 
the  departments  could  fave  France  '•  He  traverf<sci 
a  large  part  of  France  with  a  patty  which  never 
muftered  more  than  nineteen  in  number  ^  TTiey 
endeavoured  to  excite  an  infurredtion  in  the  depart*^ 
ments,  but  met  with  very  little  fuccefs  ;  their  ene- 
mies were  numerous,  vigilant,  and  adive ;  their 
friends  few,  cold,  and  inert.  The  people  with 
great  propriety  diftinguiibed  between  the  caufe  of 
the  fugitives  and  their  own ;  and  many  who  would 
have  braved  every  danger  to  eftablifh  a  good  go- 
vernment, remained  perfeftly  neuter  in  a  conteft, 
the  event  of  which  could  only  decide  whether  their 

>  LouTet*$  Nairativej  p.  49.  >  Idem»  p.  %%• 
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lives  and  properties  ihould  be  at  the  difpofal  of  Pe- 
tion  or  Robefpierre  **.  At  Caen  they  met  with  ^ 
fmall  fliare  of  protedion  and  temporary  encourage* 
ment^  and  had  they  declared  in  favour  of  royalty, 
would  in  all  probability  have  been  more  confiden- 
tially treated ;  but  finding  them  felicitous  only  for 
the  advancement  of  their  own  faction,  general 
Wimpfen,  after  trifling  with  them  fo  as  to  prevent 
their  fucccfs  in  any  other  qqarter,  finally  fruflrated 
an  intended  attack  on  the  city  of  Vernon,  abandoned 
their  caufe,  and  left  them  to  their  own  refources  *. 
After  leaving  Caen,  Petion  and  his  afTociates  wan- 
dered about  for  fome  time,  expofed  to  every  hard- 
fliip,  and  eagerly  purfued  by  their  inveterate  and 
active  foes.  Petion  was  peculiarly  liable  to  be 
known,  from  the  publicity  of  his  late  fituation  in 
Paris,  and  from  the  remarkable  circumftance  of  his 
having  grey  hair  at  a  very  early  age.  In  paffing 
through  a  village  named  Moncontoir,  he  was  re- 
cognifed,  though  not  apprehended  ^*  In  general  he 
bore  his  fu£Ferings  with  fortitude,  but  fometimes  ex- 
hibited fymptonis  of  defpair  *.  At  length,  the  in- 
creafing  vigilance  of  their  enemies  rendering  it  un- 
fafe  for  them  to  travel  in  fo  numerous  a  party,  the 
and  deatb.  fugitives  difperfed  and  took  different  routes.  From 
this  period  the  fate  of  Peticm  remains  imcertain :  by 
fome  he  was  faid  to  have  been  found  ffabbed  in  a 
field  in  the  Gironde ;  by  others,  flarved  to  death  in 
a  cave  in  Languedoc.  For  fome  time  after  the  fall 
of  Robefpierre,  hopes  were  entertained  by  his  ad- 
herents, that  he,  like  Louvet  and  Ifnard,  would 
emerge  from  concealment,  and  again  appear  in  the 
convention  * :  thefe  hopes  however  were  not  veri- 
fied, and  doubt,  myilery,  and  conjedure  muft  ever 
attend  the  final  moments  of  a  man  who,  in  the  day: 

■  Refidencc  in  France,  edited  by  John  GiiFord,  Tol.i.  p^iSj* 

X  Louvet*8  Narrative,  p.  56,  et  feq. 

T  Idem,  p.  S5.  *  Idem,  p.  103.  149. 

«  Mifs  Williaais*8  Letters  in  I794>  vol.i.  p.  i6S* 
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of  pride  and  upftart  infolence*  availing  htmfelf  of 
upmerited  popularity,  rivalled,  endangered,  and  in* 
fuked  his  fovereign. 

During  Petion's  flight,  his  wife  and  mother-in-  Fate  of  hit 
law  were  arrefted  and  confined   in   the  prifon   of  "^'^^  *«f 
St.  Pelagic  ^     They  were  in  fuch  pecuniary  diftrefs,  hw.    '"^ 
that  they  were  fupported  only  by  borrowing  \     The 
mother-in-law  was  guillotined ;  of  the  wife's  fate  I 
am  uncertain. 

Dr.  Moore  defcribes  Petion  as  a  fair,  well-looking  Hliperfof. 
man,  of  genteel  addrefs,  and  cheerful  countenance, 
with   an  habitual  fmile  ^      Madame  Roland  fays ; 
The  ferenity  of  a  good  confcience,  and  mildneik 
of  an  eafy  temper,  with  iranknefs  and  cheerful- 
nefs,  diftinguifh  his  countenance  %''     The  par- 
tiality of  this  defcriprion  of  Petion's  phyfiognomy 
may  be  correfted  by  Bcrtrand,  who  fays:  "  His 
countenance,  which  at  firft  fight  appeared  open 
and  agreeable,  upon  a  nearer  examination  was 
inlipid  and  devoid  of  cxpreflion  \"     His  talents  Talenu. 
were  far  from  brilliant  or  extenfive,  even  madame 
Roland  avows,  that  ^^  as  an  orator  he  was  cold,  as 
*'  a  writer  his  ftyle  was  loofe  •.**     Dr.  Moore  dates 
him  to  have  been  ^^  a  man  of  confiderable  learning, 
^^  though  not  fo  much  as  he  wifhed  the  world  to 
*'  believe  ;  of  fome  eloquence,  but  by  no  means  fo 
much  as  he  believed  himfelf ;  of  fome  judgment, 
though  a  much  fmaller  portion  than  he  imagined; 
whereas  he  really  poflefled  a  very  comfortable 
**  fhare  of  vanity,  of  which  it  appears  he  was  per- 
^'  fuaded  he  had  none  at  all  ^.''     I  incline  however 
to  confider  even  this  account  too  favourable  to  Pe- 
tion's   knowledge  and  intelleds,  and  think  he  is 
more  corredly  appreciated  by  Bertrand.     He  fays, 

^  Roland*t  Appeal,  vol.  i.  p.  176. 

*^  Appel  a  Plmpartiale  Pofl6rit£,  Yol.  il.  p.  74. 

^  Moort*s  Journal,  vol.  i.  p.  130, 

c  Appeal,  vol.  i.  p.  ia6.  <*  Memoirs,  vol.i.  p. i$9. 

f  Appeal,  vol.  i.  p.  i»7,  ^  Muore*i  View,  vol.  ii.  p. 401. 
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**  Potion's  want  of  information,  his  heavy  elocution, 
**  meanly  trivial  or  abfurdly  bombaft,  made  me 
*'  confidcr  him  as  a  man  by  no  means  dangerous. 
^  I  even  imagined  that  by  flattering  his  vanity  or 
•*  ambition,  he  might  be  made  ufeful  to  the  king. 
**  His  conduQ:  has  proved  how  much  I  was  de- 
"  ceivedj  and  I  cannot,  even  at  this  diftance  of 
^  time,  refleft  without  pain  on  my  having  been 
Moral  "  deceived  by  fo  filly  a  knave  *•**  Petion's  virtue 
charaacr.  and  difintereftedncfs  are  highly  extolled  by  madame 
Roland ;  fhe  fays ;  **  Petion  is  a  truly  good  and 
**  honeft  man,  equally  incapable  of  doing  the  leaft 
"  thing  repugnant  to  juftice,  and  inflifting  the 
•*  flighteft  injury  or  occafioning  the  leaft  uneafi- 
•*  nefs  to  any  one.  For  himfelf  he  can  negleft 
•^  many  things,  yet  he  knows  not  how  to  refufe;  a 
**  favour  to  any  perfon  in  the  world  ''/*  The  dif- 
intereftednefs  implied  in  the  latter  part  of  this  pa- 
negyric is  fubjeft  to  much  doubt,  as  Petion,  in 
common  with  the  reft  of  his  faftion,  was  fiifpefted 
of  having  greatly  enriched  himfelf  by  the  moft 
palpable  peculation*.  It  is  no  anfwer  to  the  ac- 
cufation  to  ftate,  that  his  wife  was,  after  his  flight, 
left  in  diftrefled  circumftances,  and  when  in  prifon, 
expofed  to  want :  Petion,  though  poflefled  of  no 
property,  lived  in  a  fplendid  ftyle,  and  his  flight  was 
fo  unpremeditated,  as  not  to  afford  him  the 
means  of  fecuring  his  property,  which,  like  the 
confifcated  wealth  of  others,  was  embezzled,  and  its 
amount  never  afcertained.  The  firft  part  of  the 
lady's  eulogium  is  refuted  by  every  aft  of  Petion'a 
life ;  which  fully  juftifies  the  obfervation  of  Du- 
mouriez,  who  alfo  had  fuflicient  means  of  appreciat- 
ing  his  charafter,  that  he  concealed,  under  a  mild 
and  prudent  appearance,  a  heart  coldly  wicked  ". 

]  Beitrancrs  Memoirs,  vol.i.  p*A59* 
^  Appeal,  vo4.  i.  p.  ia6. 
.   1  InipirtiM  Hiftory>  vol.ii.  p*  339. 
,  "^  Lite  of  Du mouriez^  vol.ii.  p.  iSj. 
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Ti/TAXiMiLiEN  Robefpierre  was  bom  in  the  city     175^. 
•*-^^  of  Anas ",  and  an  orphan  from  his  earlieft  in- 
fancy.    His  father  was  a  counfellor,  in  confiderable  Robef. 
praftice,  and  of  good  reputation,  but  fo  little  en«  pjcnCs 
dowed  with  prudence,,  that  he  left  three  children  in  laucaSon. 
the  utmoft  want.     It  has  been  aflerted  that  the  fub- 
jeft  of  thefe  Memoirs  was  the  nephew  of  d' Amiens^ 
who  was   broke  on  the  wheel  for  an  attempt  to 
affaflinate  Louis  XV.  %  but   this  ftory  is  abfolutely 
untrue.     It  may  have  been  the  invention  of  fome 
indignant   royalift,.  or  perhaps   of  fome  friend  of 
Robefpierre  himfelf.      The  good  charafter  of  his 
father,  and  the  diftrefs  of  his  children,  operated  fa  . 
much  in  their  favour  with  fome  of  their  relations 
that  they  ufed  every  exertion  to  procure  them  fome 
efFeftual  protection ;  one  of  them  took  the  charge 
of  the  daughter,  and  the  two  fons   were  recom- 
mended to  the  bifhop  of  Arras,  .who  brought  them 

"  The  principal  tranfa^ions  of  this  blood-thirfty  tyrant's  life  are 
al>ri(i{recJ  from  the  work  of  Montjoye,  intitledy  **  Hijfotre  dg  /a  ConJuratioH 
de  Maximlitn  Roieffierre.*^  To  M.  Montjoye  I  am  indebted  for  all  the 
particulars  of  Knbefpierre^s  early  hiftory,  and  for  the  arrangement  and 
dirtribution  of  the  whole  work.  I  have  differed  with  him,  and  with 
inoft  writers  who  have  preceded  me  on  the  fubje^t  of  Robefpierre^f 
talents  ;  and  I  have  fupprefled  fome  p^rtsof  his  narratit'e  for  brevity's- 
fake,  and  others  from  a  convi61ion  that  they  fprang  from  mifinforro-^ 
ation  or  hafte.  All  thofe  parts  of  theenfning  narrative  for  which  no 
authority  is  given,  are  derived  entirely  from  him. 

^  See  Peltiti*s  late  Pi6lureof  PaiiSi  vol.  ii.  p.  14.1.  iio*  Apolop'e 
cfes  IVojcts  des  Chefs  de  la  Revolution,  p.  ai6.  Perhaps  too  the 
political  romance  called  Couteau*s  Coiifc(£cns  may  hare  contributed 
CO  give  currency  to  the  report* 

up 
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up  Vfith  a  care  and  humanity  worthy  a  Chriftian 
paftor.  Maximilian,  difcovering  the  greateft  fhare 
of  genius,  and  no  traits  of  thofe  vices  which  after-- 
wards  marked  his  charafler,  was  the  favourite  of 
the  worthy  bifhop  ^^  who,  after  leading  him  by  the 
hand  with  infinite  fatisfaftion  through  the  primary 
avenues  of  fcience,  obtained  for  him,  by  his  interefl:, 
an.  exhibition,  or  annual  purfe,  at  the  college  of 
Louis'Ie-grand  at  Paris.  While  he  continued  in  this 
fituation,  the  hopes  of  his  patron  were  abundantly 
realized ;  his  progrefs  was  rapid  and  honourable, 
he  was  generally  at  the  head  of  his  clafs,  and  ob- 
tained feveral  prizes.  He  exhibited  no  fymptom  at 
this  period  of  a  bad  heart  or  depraved  difpofition^ 
but  every  one  thought  he  would  be  diftinguiflied  by 
his  prudence,  and  pafs  through  the  world  with 
fome  eclat. 
Sindiet  the  The  fame  of  his  fcholaftic  triumphs  excited  ardent 
^'  hopes  in  the  bofoms  of  his  provincial  friends  ;  they 

recommended  to  him  to  ftudy  the  law,  and  to  make 
Paris  the  fcene  of  his  exertions,  little  doubting  that 
the  fame  fuccefs  and  eminence  which  had  awaited 
him  in  the  univerfity,  would  be  his  portion  in  the 
greater  fcene  his  profefGon  would  open  to  him.  To 
obviate  the  difadvantages  likely  to  refult  from  his 
unprovided  flate,  recourfe  was  had  to  the  humanity 
of  a  gentleman  of  great  eminence  at  the  bar,  of  the 
name  of  Ferrieres^  who  gratuitoufly  received  him  as 
a  pupil,  and  undertook  to  provide  him  with  every 
thing  he  wanted,  while  he  was  profecuting  his 
fludies.  But  in  this  fituation  Robefpierre's  defi- 
ciencies firft  became  apparent.  The  acquirements 
of  the  college,  as  it  was  then  regulated,  were  con- 
fined to  a  knowledge  of  the  lives,  aftions,  and  a 
few  of  the  more  glaring  opinions  of  the  ancient 

f  It  has  been  faid  that  he  repaid  the  kindnefs  of  this  worthjr  paftov 
with  tngratittide ;  but  the  U&  is  fo  flighcly  alleged,  that  I  am  little 
inclined  to  giTt  it  credit.     See  Cbriitie*!  Letters  oa  the  Revolatioii» 

Romans. 
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Romans.      A  young  Frenchman  was  brought  up 
ixdthout  any  reference  to  the  world  he  was  about  to 
inhabit,  as  if  he  had  nothing  to  learn,  no  model  to 
confult,  but  the  heroes  of  antiquity.     This  learning, 
requiring  only  a  good  memory,  and  affording  little 
fcope  to   the  exercife  of   genius   or  imagination, 
opened  an  eafy  road  to  puerile  celebrity,  Robef- 
pierre  purfued  and  attained  it ;  it  was  flattering  to 
the  vanity,  becaufe  without  much  effort,  it  gave  .an 
air  recherche  to  the  converfation  of  its  poffeffor.     To 
the  prevalence  of  this  tafte  it  is  to  be  attributed, 
that   during  the   French  revolution,  the  Lives  of 
Plutarch,  the  Annals   of  Tacitus,  and   other  me- 
morials of  the  vices  and  virtues  of  the  Greeks  and 
Romans  have  been  as  condantly  quoted,  and  as 
hypocritically  defcanted  on,  as  the  Holy  Bible  was 
during  the  civil  commotions  under  Charles  L  and 
the  ufurpation  of  Cromwell.     Robcfpierre,  who  had 
been  accuftomed  to  conquer  fame  without  an  effort, 
in  this  eafy  level  field,  was  difgufted  at  the  neceflity 
impofed  by  his   newly-embraced  profeffion  of  ac- 
quiring new    information ;    of    inveftigating    anti- 
quity, of  taking  nothing  for  granted,  but  weighing 
in  the  balance  of  extreme  fcrupulofity,  the  difference 
between  truth  and  fpecioufnels,  falfchood  and  para- 
dox; of  examining  with  attention,  every  different 
complexion  of  men  aivd  things,  of  manners   and 
motives.     Ufed   to  the  facilities  of  collegiate  de- 
clamation, where  it  is  only  required  to  illuftrate  a 
given  fubjeO,  he  had  not  patience  fufGcient  to  go 
through  the  neceffary  labour  of  attaining  an  elo- 
quence which  (hould,  by  its  perfpicuoufncfs,  ftrengih, 
and  fluency,  at    orxe  convey  information,  obviate 
doubt,  penetrate  into  the  dark  receffes  of  latent  guilt; 
and  difplay  in  their  flrongeft  light,  the  interefting 
features  of  calumniated  virtue.     Incapable  of  this 
exertion,  he  flirunk  from  the  tafl;,  and  from  that 

I>eriod  commenced  an  averfion   to   literature   and 
iterary  charaders,  which  he   retained  during  the 
Remainder  of  his  life.     At  the  expiration  of  his  term 

of 
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of  ftudy,  his  friends,  who  now  expeflcd  the  accont* 
plifhment  of  all  their  hopes,  and  that  this  boafted 
genius  would  fpeedily  attain  the  higheft  honours, 
lent  one  of  his  relations  to  partake  the  triumph  of 
his  firil  impreflion.     On  his  arrival  in  the  capital 
this  gentleman  was  efFeftually  undeceived,  he  found 
his  young  friend  far  below  mediocrity  in  his  pro- 
feffional  line,  his  knowledge  extremely  limited,  and 
his  eloquence  deficient  both  in  dignity  and  correal- 
nefs.     He  was  eafily  perfuaded  by  Ferrieres  to  take 
him  back  to  Arras,  where  dilligence  might  procure 
him  a  fubfiftence,  without  expofing  him  to  com- 
parifon  or  competition,  which  muft  inevitably  pro- 
duce difgrace. 
Praaifes        Notwithftanding  the  horrible  celebrity  which  has 
fince  diftinguiflied   the   name  of  Robefpierre,  no 
trace  can  be  found  of  his  profefiional  employment, 
except  in  one  folitary  inrtance.     The  invention  of 
eleftrical   conduftors,    to   difcharge   the   lightning 
from  impending  clouds,  made  a  great  progrefs  in 
France ;    it   fpread   with   Angular  fpeed  from    the 
capital  to  the  provinces ;  it  was  patronized  by  the 
learned  and  polite,  and  oppofed  by  the  vulgar,  the 
prejudiced,  the  timid,  and  the  fuperftitious.     Some 
of  thefe  machines  were  placed  on  buildings  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Arras,  and  produced  a  law-fuit. 
Robefpierre,  whom  the  fame  of  fcholaftic  attain- 
ment pointed  out  as  a  proper  perfon,  was  fixed  on 
to  conduft  this  caufe  on  behalf  of  thofe  who  had 
^opted  the  conductors,  but  he  is  faid  to  have  drawn 
up  a  memorial,  or  cafe,  on  the  fubjecl,  which  was 
publifhed,  in  which  his  ignorance  was  fo  manifefl, 
his  ftyle  fo  bafe,  and  his  argumentation  fo  perplexed, 
that  he  loft  his  clients,  and  acquired  the  nev^-end* 
ing  contempt  of  his   fellow-citizens.      The  cauie 
never  came  into  court,  an  amicable  accommodation 
took  place. 
*/^!^'  .     The  convocation  of  the  ftates-eeneral  firft  afforded 
the  coiiftj.  him   an  opportumty  of  emerging  from  obfcunty. 
tiient  af.    The  opiuion  of  the  inhabitants  of  Arras  had  not 
"'"'^'y-  8  been 
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been  able  to  eradicate,  from  his  mind  thofe  feeds  of 
vanity  which  had  been  implanted  there  by  his  ju- 
venile fuccefles.  He  imagined  that  a  large  theatre 
alone  was  wanting  to  enable  him  to  make  a  con- 
fpicuous  figure.  Full  of  thfs  idea,  he  intrigued 
amongft  the  lower  clafs  of  inhabitants  in  the  diftrict 
where  he  refided,  and  by  inceffant  folicitation,  by 
promifes  adapted  to  the  imagined  waiits  and  wiihes 
of  the  people  to  whom  be  looked  up  for  fupport,  he 
finally  fucceeded^  not  only  in  being  returned  to  the  . 
ftates-general  as  reprefentative  of  the  tiers  etat^  but 
in  being  permitted  to  compofe,  in  the  name  of  'his 
conftituents,  the  cahiers,  or  inftrudtions  iQt  himfelf 
and  his  co-deputies. 

The  talents  difplayed  by .  Robefpierre  in  the  con-  Hisra- 
fUtuent  affembly  have  been  too  much  under-rated  '®"^** 
in  confequence  of  the  violent  efforts  made  by 
Briifotine  as  well  as  royalift  writers  to  expofe  him 
to  •  contempt  ^.  Even  impartial  writers,  contem- 
plating the  figure  he  made  in  the  convention,  the 
gigantic  power  he  acquired,  and  the  dreadful  means 
he  employed  in  its  maintenance,  and  comparing 
them  with  his  unimportance  in,  the  affembly,  have 
raihly  pronounced  that  he  was  deficient  in  elo- 
quence and  ability,.  Robefpierre  came  from  Arras 
to  Paris  not  much  improved  in  knowledge  or 
oratory,  and  he  came  into  an  affembly  where,  on 
both  fides,  there  were  feated  men  famous  for  tx)th. 
He  poffeffed  neither  birth  or  wealth  to  give  him 
partifans,  and  his  defeds  in  fpeaking  occafionally 

^  He  is  thus  fpoken  of  by  M.  de  Montgaillard,  whole  defcription 
wll  fpare  the  neccflity  of  numtfrous  quotations.  **  •  My  only  wifh,' 
<*  iaid  he  in  i784.»  *  is  ro  be  attorney -general  for  the  parliament  of  Paris* 
"  Ah  1  how  I  would  make  people  talk  of  me!*  In  the  porfeflion  of 
*<  that  office  lie  Piw  the  means  of  fatisfying  that  confuming  thirft  of 
**  publicity,  by  which  he  often  afterwards  acknowledged  himfelf  to  be 
*<  influenced.  This  alfo  informs  us  of  his  motives  for  getting  returned 
«<  to  the  ftares-gencral.  Yet  he  only  appeared  there  a  Itupidenthufiatt. 
*'  At  its  diflfolutiony  he  retired,  leaving  no  other  impreffion  than  a 
*<  rooted  contempt  for  his  talents,  and  a  Iptal  forgetful nefs  of  hit 
**  perfbn.**    Etat  de  la  France,  p*  9* 
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excited  the  laughter   of  the  audience ;    but    hi§ 
education  furniflied  him  with  modes  of  knowledge 
fufEcient  to  give  him  a  reputation  in  an  aflemblage 
fo  mixed  and   compounded,   and   his  perfevering 
afliduity  in  polifhing  his  language,  Imd  extending 
'  his  information,  together  with  the  death  and  feceflion 
of  fome  of  the  more  diftinguifhed  members,  af- 
forded him  the  means,  before  the  diiTolution  of  that 
aflembly,  of   acquiring    an    extended   and  rather 
brilliant  reputation.       Garat,  who  is    certainly  2 
competent  judge,  fpeaks  of   his  talents  in   thefe 
terms ':   "In  Robefpierre,  notwithftanding  the  non- 
fenfe  and   abfurdity  of  thofe  extemporary  ha« 
rangues  which  he  daily  uttered  in  the  affembly  f 
notwithftanding  his  endlefs  tattle  about  the  rignts 
of  man,  the  fovereignty  of  the  people,  principles 
*'  of  which   he  was   continually  talking,  without 
*^  ever  communicating  a  Angle  idea  about  them 
**  that  was,  in  any  degree,  new  or  exad  ;  In  him, 
**  I  fancied  that  I  could  difcem,  efpecially  when  he 
"  printed  his  compofitions,  the  firft  efforts  of  rifing 
genius,  which  was  fufceptible    of  improvement 
(which  did  aflually  improve)  and  of  which  the 
energies  might  one  day  fully  expand  fo  as  to  do 
much  good  or  much  mifchief.     In  his  ftyie  I 
faw  a  care  to  ftudy  and  to  imitate  thofe  forms  of 
expreifion  which  poflefs  elegance,  dignity,  and 
fplendour.      By  thofe  which    he  imitated  and 
produced  the  ofteneft,  I  could  perceive  that  the 
writings  of  Roufleau  were  his  great  fchool  and 
«  model.'* 
CopiesMi-      In  his  oratory  he  affefted  to  copy  Mirabeau,  and 
nbeau.      jf  he  could  not  reach  all  the  heights  of  his  eloquence, 
he  could  at  lead  obtain  enough  to  impofe  on  t)ie 
people,  and  even  to  iecure  him  fome  refped  in  the 
affembly.     He  refolved  to  attrafb  notice  by  buftle 
und  detrafUon,    and  to  acquire  popularity'  by  ia- 
\ 

r  Memoir!  of  the  Revolutioiif  p.  65, 
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gradating  himfelf  with  the  loweft  people,  by  flat- 
tering their  caprices,  extolling  their  virtues,  repro- 
bating all  men  and  meafures  which  were  diiUked  by 
them,  and  generally  by  adapting  his  harangues  en- 
tirely to  their  tafte  and  comprehenfion. 

He  was  a  member  of  the  fociety  formed  by  Briflbt  Ami  de« 
and  others,  under  the  title  of  Amis  des  Noirs^  the  ^*'*"' 
objeft  of  which  was  to  procure  the  unconditional 
emancipation  of  all  the  flaves  in  the  Weft  Indies. 
In  purfuit  of  this  proje£i  he  difplayed  that  violence 
and  inconliderate  impetuofity  which  chaiaderize 
men  who  fubftitute  paifion  for  judgment,  and  pur- 
fue  a  &vourite  fpeculation,  in  contempt  of  every 
oppoling  motive,   and  declared   his  willingnefs  to 
deftroy  the  colonies,  rather  than  facrifice  one  iota 
of   principle**      Very  early  in  the  fittings  of  the  lothjui^ 
aflembly  he  was  fo  far  noticed  as  to  be  included  in  q^^^I]^^ 
the  deputation  of  twenty-four,  ient  up,  on  the  mo*  meAage  tq 
don  of  Mirabeau,  to  requeft  the  king  to  remove  the  ^^  ^<^8- 
troops  from  the  capital  '• 

Tet,  though  Robefpierre  was  not  of  fuffident  Ex«it 
confequence  to  be  claimed  as  a  coadjutor  by  any  th^a^fji^ 
party,  he  never  failed  to  prefent  himfelf  at  the  bij. 
tribune  on  almoft  every  difcuffion ;  fometimes  with 
prepared  orations,  fometimes  to  utter  extempore  re- 
marks.   He  felt  no  timidity  in  preifing  his  principles 
nor  any  fear  of  contempt  from  the  frequency  of 
Ins  repetitions.    By  degrees  he  poliihcd  his  ftyle, 
and  in  time  gained  fome  portion  of  attention.     He  30th  Jufj. 
ailifted  in  undermining  the  popularity  of  Necker  by 
making  a  fpeech  againft  the  amneuy  obtained  by 
Imn  from  the  commune  of  Paris  *•    He  was  always 
^extremely  folicitous  for  the  removal  of  the  fittings 
of  the  national  aflembly  from  VerMles  to  Paris  % 

*  Bryan  Edw»nlt*t  Hiftory  of  St.  DomiogOy  p»4i.  61.    Hiftorical 
Sketch,  p.  4t$. 

t  ^^Do^e^s  View,  vol.  i.  p.  303.    Debates. 

■  Impartial  HiAoryy  vol.  i.  p.  17%,    Moore^t  View»  toI.  i,  p.  38a. 

*  Moor«*t  Viewy  r ol.  i*  p.  417. 
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but  the  events  of  the  day  which  produced  that  change 
were  not  contrived  by  him,  nor  had  he  the  leaft 
notion  of  their  being  in  agitation.  He  was  not  yet 
5th  Oft.  trufted,  though  in  the  debate  which  took  place  on 
the  fubjeft  of  the  king's  animadvcrfion  on  the  ar- 
ticles of  the  conftitution,  he  rendered  a  fervice  to 
the  Orleans'  faftion  by  obferving,  that  his  majefty's 
meffage,  inftead  of  an  acceptance,  was  a  cenfure ''. 
Becomes  He  was  now  confidered  as  adively  attached  to 
?"  f  d*^"'  the  Orleans*  party.  There  was  more  bufmels  to  do 
Jacobin,  in  the  affembly,  m  the  city,  and  in  the  clubs,  than 
his  fuperior  aiTociates  could  condud  without  affift- 
ance.  Robefpierre  had  fo  far  fucceeded  in  imitating 
Mirabeau,  that  he  began  to  be  noticed  by  it,  though 
not  much  to  his  advantage  ;  the  one  was  faid  to  be 
the  flambeau  of  Provence,  the  other  the  taper  of 
Arras.  The  dcfire  Orleans  and  all  his  party  en- 
tertained to  humble  la  Fayette  and  Bailly,  caufed 
Robefpierre  to  frequent  the  company  of  Danton 
and  Marat,  who  were  aftively  engaged  in  the  talk^ 
and  through  them  he  was  often  employed  to  convey 
to  the  people  of  the  fuburbs  of  St.  Antoine  and 
St.  Marceau,  thofe  intimatioDS  which  it  was  thought 
would  be  received  with  more  readinefs  if  fan£lioned 
by  a  deputy.  His  eloquence  and  his  manners  were 
exadly  fuited  to  this  dafs  of  people,  and  he  fooa 
became  their  idol,  a  circumilance  which  afterwards 
gave  him  unlimited  rule  in  France,  but  the  prin- 
tipal  engine  of  his  elevation  was  the  Jacobin  club. 
He  was  not  thought  worthy  of  a  feat  in  the  club 
Breton  ;  that  club,  while  the  afiembly  remained  at 
Verfailles,  was  fmall  and  feled,  founded  at  firft  by 
the  deputies  from  Bretagne,  but  when  the  legislative 
vbody  removed  to  Parisy  they  threw  open  their  doors 
to  all  the  members  of  the  left  Jide^  and  to  many 
other  perfons  j    they  hired*  the  convent  bdonghig 

y  Mrs.  Wol^oneeroft*»  Uiftory,  roU  i.  p.  4^6.  The  otb«  I&florics 
and  Debates. 
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to  the  Dominican,  or  as  they  were  called  in  France, 
ySacobin  friars,  in  the  rue  St.  Honore^  and  extended 
their  influence  all  over  the  kingdom,  by  means 
of  affiliated  focietie8>  wd  committees  of  corre- 
fpondence.  This  club,  by  their  pernicious  agency, 
produced  infubordination  in  the  army  and  navy^ 
and  confirmed  the  licendoufnefs,  fury,  and  infidelity 
of  the  populace ;  they  deftroyed  the  church,  dif- 
folved  the  tie  of  laws,  and  brought  the  king  to  an 
ignominious  death.  The  iniquity  of  their  means 
^vas  proportioned  to  the  ^agitioufnefs  of  their  ends : 
they  laid  wealthy  indiyidupls  under  contribution ; . 
tbey  (hared  the  plunder  of  thofe  whofe  deftruftion , 
they  had  occafioned ;  and  to  defray  the  immenfe 
cxpences  they  were  fubjed  toj  before  their  own 
creatures  came  into  adminiftration,  they  abetted  the 
forgery  of  affignats,  which  they  were  thus  enabled 
to  diftribuce  with  incredible  profufion^..  At  this 
dub  Robefpierre  was  indefatigable,  .  he  made  mo- 
tions and  fpeeches  of  the  mod  incendiary  defciip*. 
tion,  and  in  all  refpeds  accommodated  bimfelf  fo 
t¥ell  to  the  taile  of  the  people,  that  he  was  foon , 
elevated  to  the  prefidency,  aiid  during  the  remainder 
of  his  life,  retained  an  influence  the  mod  un«. 
limited.  Here  he  firit  began  to  court  the  galleries 
and  the  populace  of  Paris  in  his  fpeeches,  by  con- 
ilantly  ufmg  a  flattering  cant  which  was  fuited  to 
their  intellefls,  by  conftantly  infilling  on  their 
virtues,  and  calling  them  emphatically  the  good  peo'* 
fie  4>f  Paris  \ 

This 

*  Bertrand*s  Private  Memoirs^  vol.ii.  p.  176.  See  Paget,  toK  ii. 
p.  aS. 

*  This  ftyle  he  never  afterward*  difcontinued*  The  following  are 
fpeciment  of  it  from  a  periodical  work  he  publifhed  in  ij$t,  called 
R^jjfierrekfaCvmmtttanu  **  Taken  colieAively,  yoti  arethe  moft  ge> 
^*  nerous^  ihe^inoft  moral  of  all  people;  and,  but  for  your  levity,  the 
^  moft  deferving  of  liberty.*'  Vol.  i.  p.  6.  "  The  people  are  naturally 
**  juft  and  peaceable )  they  are  always  gnided  by  the  moft  pure  inten« 
^  tiont :  the  evil-  minded  cannot  ilir  them  up,  without  prefcnting  to 
^*  tbeir  view  a  powerful  and  proper  motive.**     Vol,  i.  p.  405.    **  The 
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Mansifcs        This  foit  of  eloquencc  he  carried  with  him  into 
li**.^*"*"    ^^^  national  affembly,  where  he  already  began  to 
exercife  bis  addrefs,  by  training  the  galleries  to  par- 
ticular expreffions  of  applaufe  and  difapprobaticMi ; 
a  manoeuvre  which  afterwards  fub}e£ked  the  deli« 
berative  body  entirely  to  the  dominion  of  the  au- 
dience, or  mc^e  properly  to  that  of  a  party  of 
fcreaming   poiffardes    and    vociferous  fans^culottes^ 
whom  the  leaders  of  the  day  took  care  to  aflembie. 
In  the  conftituent  aflembly  this  evil  was  firft  felt : 
the  tribunes  were  ufed  to  hum  applaufe,  or  grumble 
diflike,  at  the  life  of  certain  phrafes  uttered  in  a 
certain  fenfe.    This  fecret  was  foon  difcovered  by 
the  right  fuky  they  learned,  at  every  interval  of  diC- 
approbation  difplayed  againft  them,  to  corred  the 
ferment  by  the  introduction  of  popular  phrafeology, 
no  matter  however  mal  ^  propos.    This  facility  of 
counteraction  was  not  agreeable  to  the  lefi  Jide\ 
they  prepared  another  manoeuvre ;  they  hired  com- 
panies of  people  to  fill  the  tribunes,  who  were  under 
the  command  of  certain  leaders ;   tljefe  again  were 
direded  to  keep  their  eye  on  particular  members  of 
tho  affembly ;  and  at  a  preconcerted  fignal,  of  the 
difplay  of  part  of  the  pocket-handkerchief,  the  ele- 
vation or  depreilion  of  that  part  of  the  hat  in  which 
the  national  cockade  was  placed,  or  other  equally 
fimple  and  apparently  unimportant  movements,  they 
were  to  communicate  the  token  of  applaufe  or  cen- 
fure  to  their  band,  who  were  thus  inftruCted  to  cry 
up  or  hoot  down  fome  particular  perlbns.    The 
right  ftde  foon  difcovered  this  plan,   and  availed 


<<  motives  of  the  people  are  always  pure  {  they  cannot  do  otberwi/o 
<<  than  love  the  public  good,  fipce  the  public  good  is  but  another 
<<  word  for  the  intereft  of  the  people :  but  certain  intnguers«  who  an 
**  as  cunning  as  the  people  are  ingenuous,  as  perverfe  as  the  people 
*<  are  juft,  f^k  fometimet  to  make  an  ill  ufe  even  of  their  virtues  and 
<*  their  juft  indignation.**  Vol.  ii.  p.  aSf.  ^*  The  eirors  of  the  people 
**  are  rare  and  impermanent  \  they  are  always  the  fault  of  fatal  circum* 
^  fiances  or  perverfe  individuaU,*'    Vol.  k«  p.  t9i» 
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themfelves  of  the  difcovery,  by  hiring  their  groups 
to  oppofe  the  friends  of  the  left  fide :  this  introduced 
a  great  confufion ;  applaufe  and  cenfure  were  fre- 
quently beftowed  at  the  fame  time  by  the  oppofite 
parties,  and  this  difcordance  produced  animofities 
and  contentions  which  it  was  the  difgrace  of  the  af- 
fembly  to  fuffer.  At  other  times,  the  fame  fet  of 
men  would  be  hired  by  both  parties,  and  when  con- 
trary fignals  were  given,  remain  in  a  tonfufed  ftate 
of  fufpenfe,  undecided  whether  they  ought  to  ap- 
plaud or  murmur }  an  embarralTment  which  has 
frequently  occaiioned  the  different  jouinalifts,  in  re- 
porting the  fame  fpeech,  to  attribute  to  the  audience 
nnolent  murmurs ^  and  loud  and  frequent  applaufes  ^• 
This  conteft  continued  during  the  fitting  of  the 
coniUtuent  aiTembly  :  in  the  legiflative  aflembly  the 
left  fide  managed  better  ;  and  in  the  convention,  the 
Mountain  generally  took  care  to  have  the 'tribunes 
filled  with  triends  of  their  own,  for  which  purpofe 
the  parties  frequently  came  and  took  their  places  by 
break  of  day,  and  often  flayed  all  night.  Robef- 
pkrre's  known  intrigues  in  this  bufinefs  caufed  a 
royalifl  writer  to  (lyle  him  the  general  of  theyZrnx- 
culottes^  a  title  with  which  he  was  not  difpkafed. 

During  the  whole  fitting  of  the  conftituent  aflem-  Adterfii^ 
bly,  he  was  remarked  for  his  exertions  on  every  jJ?"»^othe 
queflion  in  which  the  king^s  influence  or  authority    '"** 
was  concerned.    He  diftinguiflied  himfelf  by  the 
iame  perfonal  rancour  which  he  afterwards  difplayed 
in  the  convention  with  fuch  baleful  effed.    It  is  un- 
neceflary  to  particularife  inftances,  they  occurred 
almofl  daily.    He  voted  and  fpoke  in  favour  of  al-  Oft.  ti%^. 
moft  every  propofition  tending  to  narrow  the  king's  ^J[Jj||j* 
authority^  and  throw  contempt  on  his  perfon  and  Uw/ 
government.    He  greatly  increafed  his  popularity 
by  the  (lyle  of  his  fpeech  in  oppofition  to  la  Fayette's 
propofai  of  a  martial  law.    He  £ud,  *^  He  ent^r- 

^  See  Moore's  View,  voK  i.  p.  4.1ft.    Pagetj  Tol.ii*  p.  ft9« 
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tained  a  cordial  affeftion  fpr  the  good  people  of 
Paris ;  that  their  difpofitions  were  excellent ;  they 
were  feldom  in  the  wrong,  always  meant  well,  and 
could  not  in  juif ice  be  puniihed  for  miilakes  they 
might  commit  when  pinched  with  hunger."  Tbis^ 
and  a  great  deal  more  of  the  fame  contempdble 
cant,   not  only  procured  him  the  entire  good-will 
of  the  mob^  but   effeftually .  deceived  many  who 
thought  themfelves  profound  politicians ;  they  faid, 
•'  He  might  be  a  very  well-meaning  patriot,  but  was 
**  far  too  tender-hearted  for  a  ilatefman  S" 
jftpr.1791.      Independently  of  his  exertions  againft  the  king, 
hisfpfcchf*  he  diftinguifhed  himfelf  in  the  national  affembly  by 
prinieii.     his  fpceches  on  the  re-union  of  Avignon,  and  on 
the  organization  of  the  national  guard,  both  which 
were  ordered  to  be  printed  "*.     He  ftrenuoufly  fup- 
ported  the  right  of  petitioning,  over  which  he  main- 
tained that  the  legiflature  had  no  jurifdiftion ;  and 
that  it  refided  in  every  individual  of  whatever  clafs 
ijthMay.  or  countrv.      He  was  no  lefs   perfevering   in  his 
eflforts  in  favour  of  the  people  of  colour,  and  in  the 
s4.th  Sept.  end  obtained  that  fatal  decree  which  fpread  defola- 
tion  over  the  fiice  of  the  French  colony  of  St.  Do- 
mingo, though  it  was  afterwards  repealed  by  the 
s€tb  May.  fame  aflfembly  '•     He  moved  that  the  members  of 
one  legiflature  fliould  not  be  eligible  to  fit  in  the 
next,  and  maintained  the  propofition  with  fuch  jea- 
loufy,  that  it  was  finally  decreed.     Two  points  in 
his  condud  deferve  particular  notice ;  he  was  a  vio- 
lent defender  of  the  right  of  univerfal  fuflrage,  and 
an  affeded  declaimer  again/l  the  punijhment  of  death 
|oth  May.  in  any  cafe.     On  this  lubjefb  he  affe£bed  to  prove, 
that  '^  the  punifliment  of  death  was  eflentially  un- 
^^  juft ;  that  it  was  not  the  moft  impreflive  in  its 
^'  execution,  but,  on  the  contrary,  that  it  tended  (o 

«  Moore*8  View,  vol.  ii.  p.  74. 

^  Wilde's  Addrefsy  P«479>     Mercure  Fnm^ois  Ltttenure  do  14 

Mai  i79i» 
f  £dwanis*s  Biftory  of  St»  DamiogOi  p.  %^% 

'  **  multiply 


ROBESPIERRE. 


377 


<4 


CC 


**  multiply  crimes  inftead  of  preventing  them.  A 
man  can  only  kill  an  enemy  when  that  effort  ig 
abfolutely  neceflary  for  the  faving  of  his  own  life; 
now  fociety  at  large  can  have  nothing  to  fear  from 
^*  a  criminal  whom  it  puniflies ;  the  criminal  is  co- 
tally  unable  to  do  any  further  mifchief,  and  is 
tried  in  all  the  fecurity  of  peace.  A  conqueror 
*^  who  kills  his  prifoners  is  called  a  barbarian ;  a 
*^  grown  man  who  kills  a  perverfe  child,  whom  it 
^  IS  in  his  power  to  difarm  and  punifli,  is  deemed  a 
**  monfter.**  Thefe  and  many  other  arguments  in 
the  fame  fpirit  were  unfuccefshil  with  the  aflembl^, 
though  warmly  applauded  by  the  galleries  and  po* 
pulace  ^ 

At  this  period  he  frequented  the  houfe  of  Roland,  Frequents 
then  neither  minifter  or  deputy,  but  the  confidant  ""adanie 
of  Briffot,  with  whom,  and  Petion,  and  a  few  more,  hoilfe/'* 
Robefpierre  met  four  evenings  in  every  week,  to  ar- 
range plans  for  the  bufmefs  in  the  aiTembly  on  the 
enfuing  days.  He  acquired  the  efleepi  of  madame 
Roland,  who  thought  him  an  honed  man  and  firm 
patriot,  but  rather  too  baJhfuL  He  ufed  at  thefe 
meetings  to  fay  little  ;  he  advanced  a  few  principles, 
without  maintaining  them  by  arguments,  but  care- 
fully treafured  up  the  ideas  which  fell  from  the  more 
informed  men  of  the  party,  and  retailed  them  as  his 
own  in  the  affembiy  and  the  Jacobin  club;  (till 
eluding  the  reproaches  this  conduct:  drew  on  him, 
by  an  affedation  of  pleafantry  and  good-humoured. 
mvolity '.  i 

The  king's  departure  from  the  capital  alarmed  Alarm  at 
Robefpierre  beyond  meafure ;    he  thought   Louis  *^*  '''"S'* 
would  not  have  taken  that  ftep,  unlefs  he  was  fure  *  ^*^* 
of  a  party  in  the  capital  who  would  murder  all  the 
patriots  and  diffolve  the  affembly.     This  panic  was 
difpelled  by   the  arreft  and    return  of    the  king. 
It  was  in   this   interval  that,    at  Petion's   houl^, 

'  For  all  thefe  fMirnculnrf ,  fee  Debate*. 
S  Ro]and*t  Appeal,  r ol.  i.  p.  56. 
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Briflbt  and  fome  others  firft  ftarted  the  idea  of  a  re^ 
public^  and  propofed  to  publifli  a  paper  under  the 
title  of  le  Repttblicain.     Robefpierre  was  prefent  at 
the    confultation^    and    probably  forefaw  in    this 
new  fyftem  a  fchifm  amongfl  the  partifans  of  Or* 
leans,  which  would  be  beneficial  to  his  interefts : 
he  wifhed  to  ad  in  a  fphere  where  he  fliould  not  he 
thwarted  by  their  fuperior  talents,  and  would  not 
therefore  bind  himfelf  to  profecute  their  plan,  but 
contented  himfelf  with  inquiring,  with  a  fneer,  after 
they  had  been  long  difcuffing  the  fubjed,  *'  And 
"  pray  what  is  a  republic  ^  V* 
Condoa        JJJ3  violence  againft  the  king  on  his  arreft  was 
^rttit.       proportioned  to  the  terror  experienced  previous  to 
»3<i  June,  that  event.    He  moved,  that  thofe  who  flopped  the 
coach  (hould  receive  a  civic  crown;  oppofed  the 
nieafures  fuggefted  for  fecuring  the  king's  perfon^ 
by  an  obfervation,  that  the  plan  introduced  to  the 
aflembly  for  that  purpofe  feemed  to  prejudge  a  great 
queftion,  which  he  wifhed  to  hear  folemnly  difcufled. 
»(tb  June.  He  alfo  moved,  that  the  king  and  queen  fhould  be 
interrogated  by  the  juftices  of  peace  of  the  circle 
of  the  Tuilleries  j  that  as  they  were  now  to  be  con- 
fidered  fimply  as  citizens^  they  ought  to  be  treated 
S4th  July,  without  any  diftinguiihing  forms  of  refped.     On 
the  fame  occaiion,  he  ftrenuoufly  combated  the  in* 
violability  of  the  king,  and  declared  he  fhould  fpeak 
of  Louis  X VL  with  the  fame  indifference  as  the  em- 
peror of  China  *. 
Petition  of     The  event  of  the  affembly*s  dedfion  on  the  queC- 
the  Champ  tion  of  the  king's  abdication  of  the  throne,  was  fb 
de  M«r$.   contrary  to  his  hopes  as  to  deprive  him  of  all  pru- 
dence ;   he  ran  from  the  hall  through  the  flreets^ 
exclaiming  to  the  groups  of  politicians  who  were 
aflembled,  *'  My  friends ^  all  is  loji ;  the  king  is  I0 
<*  be  rejiored^r^     He  was  fo  convinced  that  the 

^  Roland^t  Appeal,  toI.i.  p.  5s.  ^  Debafet* 

k  Moore's  View,  vol«  ii.  p.  4.06.  Con)uiatioD  dt  d^OrkaoSy  vol.  ni* 

queftioa 
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queftion  would  be  carried  conformably  to  the  wiflies 
of  his  party,  that  he  had  omitted  the  precaution  of 
fecuriag  the  tribunes.  After  the  difperfal  of  the 
ti[imultaoiis  petitioners  by  the  military,  fince  called'the 
maifacre  of  the  Champ  de  Marsj  his  panic  returned 
with  aggravated  force ;  he  was  afraid  of  being  im- 
peached and  put  on  his  trial,  and  alarmed  at  a  fup- 
pofed  plot  of  the  FeuUlansj  and  a  dreaded  defection  of 
the  Jacobins  from  his  intereft.  Roland  and  bis 
wife,  affef^ed  at  his  (ituation,  went  to  his  lodgings  in 
the  Marih  to  offer  him  an  afylum,  but  he  had  already 
quitted  them.  He  confulted  Petion  on  the  pro- 
priety of  •efcaping  to  London'.  His  fears,  how- 
ever, were  groundlefs;  the  court  knew  not  how 
to  punifli ;  the  conftitution  was  completed,  and  the 
affembly  diflblved". 

Robefpierre  did  not  quit  the  firft  legiflature  with  Diflbla- 
contempt,  as  M.  de  Montgaillard  has  erroneoufly  ^^"  ^^^^^ 
aflerted  :  it  is  true  that  he  never  was  confidered  a 
great  leader  of  a  party ;    he  was  never  prefident, 
and  but  once  fecretary :   during  the  Hatter  part  of 
the  fittings,  he,  Bu2ot,  and  Petion,  were  left  almoft 
alone  on  the  left  fide  %     His  name  was  on  the  fa- 
vourable fide  of  the  pillar  at  St.  Genon",   he  was 
conftantly  a  great  favourite  of  the  audience  in  the 
galleries,  and  the  populace  of  Paris,  who  had  in- 
tended, on  the  day  of  the  Champ  de  Marsy  to  have 
carried  his  buft,  crowned  with  laurel,  in  proceffion 
through  the  city  ^  This  prediledtion  he  greatly  aug-  S9th  Sept. 
mented  the  day  before  the  diffolution  of  the  aflfem- 
bly,  by  his  defence  of  the  clubs.     Whfin  the  mem-     10th. 
bers  quitted  the  hall,  he  and  Petion  were  hailed 
with  the  acclamations  of  the  populace,  a  civic  crown 
was  placed  on  their  brows,  and  the  people  would 
have  taken  off  their  horfes  and  drawn  them  home, 
but  they  declined  that  proof  of  their  attachment  \ 

1  Briflbt  a  toos  kt  Rtpublicaiiit,  p.  i9», 

»  RoUnd*t  Appeal*  vol.  i.  p.  6s.  n  jbH.  p.  56. 

•  See  Bailly.  Anecdotes  du  Kegne  de  Louis  XVI.  vol.  vi.  p.  339* 

f  Hiftorical  Sketch*  p.  ^Sj. 

1  Mtfcure  Frao^oit^  N*  du  %  OAobre  179x1  p.  ts^. 
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Pnhiic  ac-  Robefp^ierre  now  occupied  the  place  of  public  ac* 
^*^^'  cufer,  which  he  footi  refigned,  without  having  ever 
exercifed  its  fundions;  a  circumftance  which  hat 
excited  fome  aftonifliment,  and  threw  for  the  time 
fome  difgrace  on  his  civifm  '•  It  is  to  be  fuppofed 
that  the  attention  neceflary  to  the  duties  of  this 
office  was  too  great  a  drawback  on  the  time  he 
wifhed  to  beftow  on  his  other  avocations.  He 
continued  unremittingly  his  attendance  at  the 
Jacobins,  where  he  was  a  principal  fpeaker,  and 
where  his  party  carried  every  point}  they  com* 
manded  the  applaufe  of  the  tribunes,  and  filenced 
all  fpeakers  whofe.  fentiments  were  oppolite  to 
theirs,  by  clamour  and  vociferation.  The  moll  po- 
)>ular  journalifts  were  members  of  this  club»  and 
fpread  the  renown  of  Robefpierre  and  the  other 
chiefs  all  over  the  country.  They  defpifed  la  Fay- 
ette's impotent  and  ill-concerted  efforts  to  difperfe 
them :  in  faft  they  governed  the  country  ;  they 
gave  ofRcers  to  the  police,  generals  to  the  armies^ 
and  minifters  lo  the  crown.  On  the  refignation  of 
Bailly,  Robefpierre  was  candidate  for  the  mayoralty  ; 
^  but  the  place  being  already  difpofed  of  to  Petion,  he 

obtained  only  a  hundred  votes  *•  - 
Qivsrrcls        He  was  foon  involved  in  difputes  with  the  Gi-> 
Jll^^       rondifl  fadion,  and  although  on  good  terms  with 
Petion,  was  denounced  by  BriiTot  and  Gaudet  at  the 
s5th  April  Jacobin  club.     It  is  to  be  prefumed  that  the  deiire 
'^^'*     entertained  by  the  Briflbtine  party  to  involve  the 
country  in  war  was  the  caufe  of  their  difagreepient ; 
for  it  is  well  known  that  all  the  members  of  that 
cabal  were  refolute  for  war,  while  Robefpierre  was  a 
ftrenuous  oppofer  of  it,  and  for  a  long  time  after- 
wards retained  a  wifli  to  avoid  giving  unneceflary 
offence  to  foreign  powers'.     The  attack  made  oil 
^  him  was  however  attended  with  little  fuccefs }  he 

« 

'  Bertrand^s  Memoirs,  vol.  ii.  p.  i]6.    Etat  de  la  Prance^  p.  9. 
*  Mrrcure  Francois,  N**  du  16  Norembre  17919  p.  %%^. 
<  Pages,  vol.  i.  p. 456*     Mercure  Fran9oisy  N*  du  7  Avril  1791^ 
p.  67,    See  aifo  Robctpierrt  a  (et  Commcttans,  ? ol.  it.  p.  )a6. 
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infwered  it  the  next  day  but  one,  and  his  fpeech 
vrzs  printed  and  diftributed  at  the  expence  of  the 
ibdety'. 

About  this  time  he  commenced  a  weekly  pub-  Wntet  a 
lication,  called  le  Defen/eur  de  la  ConJiituHon^  in  JJ^^*^*^ 
which  he  difcufied,  as  occaHon  required,  all  public 
meafures  and  events,  occafionally  attacking  his  ad- 
verfaries,  and  explaining  his  own  conduft.  When 
the  conftitution  was  no  longer  thought  worth  de- 
fending, and  he  was  elected  deputy  to  the  national 
convention,  he  changed  its  appellation,  and  called  it 
Lettres  di  Maxiniilien  Robefpierre  a  fes  Commetians^ 
under  which  title  he  continued  it  for  fome  time  after 
the  king's  death.  From  an  attentive  perufal  of  thefe  * 
publications,  I  have  formed  my  judgment  of  Robef- 
pierre's  flyle,  which  I  think  very  far  above  hiedi- 
ocrity.  His  oratory,  fubjeded  to  the  difadvantages 
of  a  bad  voice,  and-  an  unconquerable  provincial 
accent',  might  fail  of  producing  a  graceful  effeft 
in  difcoiirfe,  but  his  expreffions  were  not  ill  chofen, 
nor  did  they  betray  poverty  of  language  or  barren- 
nefs  of  imagination ;  his  logic  is  frequently  faulty 
in  its  condufions,  and  he  is  extremely  negligent  of 
truth  in  his  narratives;  his  forte  is  humorous 
reafoning,  where  gravity  feems  hardly  maintainable 
from  the  ludicroufnefs  of  the  fubjeA ;  his  farcafms 
are  forcible  and  appofite,  and  his  irony  fpritely  and 
effeaual^ 

During  the  reign  of  the  legiflative  affembly,  the  toth  Au^. 
conteft  was  changed  from  its  former  ground.    In  ^'i  ^^"^^ 

■  Defenfeur  de  )»  Conftitution^  p.  37. 

'  Roland* t  Appeal,  vol.i.  p.  57. 

r  One  of  hit  bcft  efforts  in  this  ftyle,  hit  letter  to  Jerome  Petton,  it 
nvco  in  tb«  Appendix  (N«  X.)*  Camille  Definouhns  does  not 
fcruple  to  fay  that,  for  its  aitic  wit,  it  is  equal  to  the  lielt  Pro? inciait  •$ 
snd  It  hat  been  already^  in  parr,  introduced  to  t he  acquaintance  of  tlie 
Englifli  reader*  by  the  extraA  from  it  in  Moore*t  View,  ?ol.  ii.  p.  396. 
That,  and  hit  fpeech  in  anfwer  to  Lottf  et*t  accufation  abridged,  wiil  form 
%  fufficlent  fpecimen  of  hit  powert  in  either  fpeciet  of  copipofition. 
'  — __— _^__^ ■  ' 

*  The  Provmctalt  ire  celebrated  Letters  by  Father  Pafcal  agaiixft  the  Jeniict. 
S«f  CaniUc  PtlmoaUot*  Hiftory  of  the  Briflgtinet,  p.  t6. 

the 
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the  conftituent  aflembly,  the  Conftiualoneh  wagedl 
war  againft  the  royalifts,  in  the  prefent  thefe  were 
attacked  in  their  turn  by  the  republicans.  The 
writers  and  orators  of  that  party  had  contrived  to 
render  their  doftrine  fo  palatable,  that  Orleans 
and  Robefpierre  were  obliged  to  accede  to  the 
general  opinion,  and  affed  to  be  zealous  repub* 
Ucans.  RepublicaniTm  became  the  order  of  the 
day  at  the  Jacobins,  and  every  thing  yielded  to 
the  iuipulfe.  To  reduce  the  royal  power  fo  much 
as  to  prevent  all  oppofition  to  their  fcheme,  the 
republicans  planned  and  executed  the  infurrec* 
tion  of  the  loth  of  Augufl.  It  was  much  to  the 
difadvantage  of  the  Briflotines  to  be  obliged  to  call 
in  the  aid  of  Danton,  who  was  fo  intimatdy  con* 
nefted  with  Robefpierre  their  declared  enemy,  bnt 
their  weaknefs  and  his  energy  rendered  it  unavoid* 
able.  Though  the  cowardice  of  Robefpierre  kept 
him  from  being  an  ador  in  that  fcene ;  though,  as 
Louvet  afterwards  told  him ',  he  concealed  himfelf^ 
like  Sofia  in  the  play,  till  the  battle  was  over,  yet 
he  was  named  one  of  the  council-general  of  the 
€ommun€y  as  without  the  aid  of  his  popularity  their 
meafures  would  have  been  but  imperfed  *.  He  was 
alfo  appointed  one  of  the  judges  of  a  tribunal  ereded. 
to  try  criminals  involved  in  the  imputed  guilt  of  the 
court  on  that  day  \  His  exultation  in  the  event  of 
the  conteft  may  be  learned  by  the  account  of  the 
S4sh  Aug.  tranfadion  which  he  gave  to  the  public  ^ ;  and  by 
the  propofition  he  made  in  the  aflembly,  for  dtt 
ereftion  of  a  column  to  the  memory  of  thofe  who 

•  See  hi»  fpeech  againft  Robefpierre. 

^  It  feems  Agreed,  on  all  hands^  that  Roberpierre  was  not  perfonalljr 
citgagrd  in  attack  on  the  TuillerieSt  or  deliberating  with  the  new 
council- general,  on  the  9th  of  Auguft*  See  Pages,  toI.  i.  p.47S» 
4S6.  Peltier*8  late  PiAure  of  Paris,  fol.  ii.  p.  4.77.  Moore*s  Jownaly 
vol.  i.  p.  497*    Etat  de  la  France,  p*  to. 

^  Conjuration  de  d^OrleaoSf  vol.  iii.  p.  aoS.  Peltier*s  late  PiBoref 
vol*  ii.  p.  lao,  &c. 

«  Pcleafcur  de  la  Conftitution,  p.  567. 
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tdl  in  the  aflault,  on  the  place  vhere  the  ftatue  of 
Louis  XIV.  had  formerly  ftood  '• 

The  erents  of  the  loth  of  Auguft  placed  the  mi-  *d  Sepc 

nifterial  junto  fo  firmly  in  pofieflion  of  the  public  "j*  '**^* 

efteem,  and  appeared  to  inveft  them  with  fo  great 

a  command  over  the  populace  by  means  of  their 

MarfetUois,  that  it  became  a  point  of  the  higheft  ita* 

portance  to  Robefpierre  to  counteract  their  influence! 

It  has  already  been  mentioned  that  he  declared  open 

war  againft  Briflbt ;  the  quarrel  involved  Condorcet 

and  all  their  party  *•     To  fiiatch  from  the  hands  of   . 

this  fadion  as  much  of  t^e  power  of  influencing  the 

populace  as  they  could,  and  to  place  as  much  as  pof« 

fible  in  the  reach  of  perfons  devoted  {o  them,  was 

the  principal  aim  of  thofe  w^o  perpetrated  the  maf- 

lacres  of  September.     Robefpierre  was  undoubtedly 

a  principal  contriver  of  thefe  fanguinary  executions* 

Previous  to  the  &tal  dav,  he  had  been  very  a&ive 

in  making  domiciliary  vifits  ^ ;  and  the  day  precede  ill  Scpc 

ing  the  maflacre,  he  had  denounced  Briflfot  at  the 

Jacobin  club  for  having  fold  the  country  to  the 

duke  of  Brunfwick  K    But  though  Robefpierre  had 

fo  great  a  fliare  in  arranging  the  horrible  plan  of  the 

day^;  vet  on  that  occafion,  like  the  former,  his 

pufiUanunity  kept  him  from  the  fcene  of  adion,  and 

he  did  not  make  his  appearance  till  the  carnage 

was  ended.     The  event,  however,  confirmed  his 

<  Debatet. 

•.i>tfenfeur  de  la  Conftitutioiiy  p»  96.  99.  Mercure 'Francois, 
M*  da  X9  Mai  179a}  p*  tot* 

*  Peltier*!  latePiAure,  vol.ii.  p.479. 

S  Briffot  «  toot  les  Republicains,  p.  1S3.  Peltier*^  late  Pi^lHrtK 
▼0I.  fi.  p.  194*    See  alfo  LouvctU  Narrative*  p.  17. 

^  Necker  on  the  Revolutioiiy  voK  i.  p.  433.  Briflbt  il  totia  let  Re* 
puUicainty  p.  iS4.  Etat  de  la  France,  p.  10.  It  occafioned  fome 
iiirprifewhen  I  faw  in  the  New  Annual  Kcgifter  for  i;94»  p.  3Sa. 
the  following  ncprelBon  i  **  He  certainly  bad  no  part  in  the  eventt  of 
'*  tbe  I'oth  of  Augoft  \  and  the  count  de  Montgaiiltrd  acquits  him 
*<  even  of  any  principal  fliaie  in  the  inaflacret  of  September."  Mont- 
gailiard  fpeakt  of  him  in  thefe  termt :  **  Robefpierre  difpar^t  pendant 
'**  cette  crife  dccifive  (le  10  Aout)«  On  lui  a  reproche  fouvent  la 
f<  prudence  avec  laquelle  1I  federobait  aux  dangertj  //  fmmtBu/i  gv^r 
**  a  ^«iv^  ^ftrt  mta  maffatra  d»  %  SiftemSrt" 

power. 
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powerf  and  enabled  the  commune  to  domme^  orer 
the  affenibly  with  afloniihing  infolence  ^ 
Ekaed  In  the  interval  between  me  loth  Auguil  and  the 

meraijcr  of  ^d  September,  the  affembly  had  decreed  its  own 
ventiool     diiTolution,  and  the  calling  of  a  national  convention. 
In  this    new  aflembly,    Robefpierre's    popularity, 
aided  by  the  purfe  of  Orleans,  procured  the  return 
of  a  powerful  party.     The  fmks  of  infamy  and  vice 
were  raked,  the  retreati  of  obfcure  dabblers  in  lite* 
rature  explored,  and  even  the  refufe  of  foreign  coun- 
tries reforted  to  for  legiflators,  for  men  whofe  fir  ft 
bufmefs  it  was  to  decide  whether  France  fhould  be 
a  monarchy  or  not.     Robefpierre  was  returned  for 
Paris,  during  the  height  of  the  carnage  in  the  pri- 
s^ft  Sept.  fons  ^.     The  convention  decreed,  immediately  on 
*79*»     their  meeting,  that  France  was  a  republic.    Since 
the  2d  of  September,  the  fchifm  forfeen  by  Robef- 
pierre had  taken  place  amongft  the  friends  of  Or- 
leans :   the  contrivers  of  the  i  oth  of  Auguft,  jea- 
lous of  the  overweening  influence  of  the  men  of  the 
2d'  of  September, ,  formed  themfelves  into  a  party 
under  the  banners  of  BrifTot  and   Roland,  from 
whom   they  were  called  BrilTotines  or  Rolandifts. 
Thefe  men,  depending  on  their  influence  in  fome  of 
the  departments,  were  accufed  of  a  project  to  form 
what  they  called  a  federal  republic  ;  or  a  republic, 
where  the  different  provinces,  having  each  feparate 
interefls  and  rights,  fliould  be  reprefented  in  one 
general  aflembly.     Robefpierre,  on  the  other  hand, 
inflated  with  his  extenfive  popularity,  and  little  at- 
tached to  Orleans,  whom  he  defpifed,  now  afpired 
to  the  diQatorfhip.     His  party,  from  their  occupy- 
ing the  higheft  feats  in  the  hall,  were  called  the 
Mountain.     The  habits  of  intimacy  which  had  fub- 
fiilcd  between  his  colleagues  and  the  Briflbtines  laid 
open  to  him  all  their  plans,  and  the  indifcreet  efforts 

l  Necker  on  the  Revolution,  vol.  i.  p.  365,    Peltier*$  late  PlAure* 
•    vol.  ii.  p.  141.     H>(lories  and  Journals. 

^  CoDJuratiua  Ue  d*Oric<tns«  vol.  iii«  p.  ai^, 

of 
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of  Robefpierre^s  pardfans  in  founding  different 
members  of  the  convention,  occafioned  a  difclofure 
of  his  views  to  th^  other  party. 

They  met  in  the  convention  prepared  for  hoftility  Animoftty 
and  mutual  crimination.  The  Briffotines  had  the  *^ir*,  ^*"* 
advantage  of  fuperior  talents,  minifterial  influence,  "  ^""**' 
and  ih^fideres  from  Marfeilles.  The  Mountain  op- 
pofed  to  thefe  advantages^  clamour,  activity,  the  Ja- 
cobin club,  the  armed  fans^culottesj  and  the  jour- 
nalifts.  But,  perhaps,  what  principally  turned  the 
fcale  in  favour  of  the  latter  was,  that  the  Briffotines, 
feeing  no  farther  advantage  to  be  derived  to  them 
from  riot  and  popular  infurre^ion,  were  become  the 
advocates  of  obedience  to  the  laws,  and  preachers  of 
regularity  and  fubordination ;  while  th^  Mountain^ 
the  majority  of  whom  rather  wiihed  to  perpetuate 
anarchy  and  plunder,  than  for  any  particular  form 
of  government,  refitted  all  thefe  efforts,  and  con- 
ftantly  fecured  the  good-will  of  a  clamorous  popu- 
lace. The  Mountain  gained  the  firft  prize  of  popu- 
larity, as  the  propofition  for  the  abolition  of  mo- 
narchy came  from  them.  A  few  days  after  the 
meeting  of  the  convention,  a  regular  attack  was 
made  on  Robefpierre,  Danton,  and  Marat : .  this 
hoftility  was  perfevered  in  for  a  long  time,  and  con- 
duced with  fo  much  acrimony  as  to  form  an  inte- 
refting  crifis  in  the  life  of  Maximilian. 

It  was  commenced  by  Kerfaint,  who,  after  dating  «4-t])  Sept. 
in  a  fpeech  of  confiderable  eloquence,  that  affaffm-  J^[[*Jj"/'* 
ations  were  encouraged  in  all  the  departments,  and 
blood  profufely  fhed  at  the  call  of  private  animofity 
and  revenge,  contmued  to  obferve,  that  fucn 
crimes  were  not  to  be  charged  on  anarchy  or  the 
want  of  focial  regulation,  but  that  tyrants  of  a  new 
defcription  wef-e  caufing  citizens  to  butcher  their 
fdlows ;  brothers  to  murder  each  other  :  that  the 
walls  of  Paris  were  conftantly  covered  with  pofting- 
bills,  inftigating  maffacre  and  pillage ;  and  that  freih 
lifts  of  profcriptions  were  publiihed  every  day. — 

VOL.  II.  c  c  **  I  know 
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^*  I  know  (he  concluded)  that  there  is  Tome  teme- 
^*  rity  in  riiing  up  againft  thefe  aflaflins ;    but, 
*•  fhouid  I  perim  by  their  daggers,  I  will  ihew  my- 
*•  felf  worthy  the  confidence  of  my  fellow-citizens/' 
He  then  moved,  that  a  committee  ihould  be  ap- 
pointed to  frame. a  law  againft  aflailination ;  and 
that  a  guard  for  the  convention  fhouid  be  furnifhed 
by  the  eighty-three  departments,  to  prevent  the  ty- 
ranny of  the  council-general   of  the    commune  of 
Paris.     This  motion,  though  violently  oppofed  by 
the  Mountain,  was  at  length  carried,  and  commif- 
fioners  appointed  to  frame  the  propofed  law. 
»stli8ept.      This  attack  on  the  murderous  principles  of  the 
by^u        P^i^^y*  ^'^s  ^^^7  ^  prelude  to  others  on  their  ambi- 
€ourcc«     tion,  tyranny,  and  fraud.     The  next  day.  Merlin  of 
Thionville  dated  to  the  affembly,  that  la  Source  had 
informed  him  that  there  was  a  faction  in  the  con- 
vention who  had  it  in  view  to  eftablifh  a  dictator. 
La  Source,  though  a  Briflfotine,  evaded  a  perfonal 
explanation,  but  Rebecqui  and  Barbarous,  both  of 
Marfeilles,  brought  the    matter  home  to  Robef- 
pierre,    and  accufed  Marat  and  Panis  of  having 
founded  them  on  the  fubjed.     Danton,  alarmed  for 
his  party,  endeavoured  to  avert  the  difcuffion,  by 
moving   that  death  fhouid   be  the  punifhment  of 
thofe  who  attempted  to  make  of  France  a  federal 
republic.     This  obfervation,  meant  to  intimidate  the 
BriiTotines,  was  parried  by  Buzot,  and  Robefpierre 
was  obliged  to  afcend  the  tribune  to  defend  himfelf : 
inftead,  however,  of  fpeaking  to  the  point,  he  entered 
into  an  eulogium  of  his  own  conduft  while  he  fat  in 
the  conftituent  affembly.    Tired  of  his  egotifms,  a 
member  at  length  exclaimed,  '^  Do,  pray,  Robef* 
pierre,  finifh  this  tedious  bead-roll,  and  give  ua 
in  a  few  words  your  opinions  on  the  point  in 
queftion,  not  a  hiftory  of  your  whole  life.**     This 
brought  him  a  little  nearer  to  the  point ;  he  touched 
on  the  aAs  of  the  fecond  and  third  of  September ; 
but  flill  prevaricated   as    to  the  diftatoiihip:   he 
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alleged  generally  the  improbability  of  his  confpiring 
agatnft  liberty;  and  after  refleding  on  thofe  who 
viflied  to  federalize  the  country,  finifhed  by  fecond- 
in^  the  motion  of  Danton.  The  inconclufivenefs 
ot  this  reafoning  called  up  Danton  again ;  but  he 
merely  defended  himfelf  againft  the  charge  of  en« 
couraging  the  incendiary  placards  which  were  ftuck 
on  the  walls,  and  left  the  didatorfliip  entirely  un- 
noticed. The  avowal  of  this  intention  furpaifed  the 
effirontery  of  both  thefe  men ;  they  durft  not  ilate 
fuch  a  wifh  in  the  face  of  the  convention,  and  yet 
would  not  appear  contemptible  in  the  eyes  of  the 
other  confpirators  by  totally  difavowing  it.  But 
what  effort  of  impuaence  was  too  great  for  Marat  ? 
He  afcended  the  tribune,  and  acknowledged  that 
the  idea  of  a  didator  had  originated  with  him,  and 
that  he  ftill  maintsuned  the  neceflity  of  having  one 
to  counterpoife  the  intrigues  of  the  court,  and  the 
exertions  of  certain  corrupt  deputies.  This  avowal 
turned  the  courfe  of  the  debate ;  it  became  a  per- 
fonal  difcuffion  relative  to  Marat,  and  Robefpierre 
was  forgotten  ^ 

But  a  third  attack,  better  concerted  and  com-  «9th  Oft. 
bined,  and  executed  with  much  more  ability,  was  by^L^uycu 
made  on  him  and  his  party.  Roland,  the  minifter 
of  the  interior,  laid  before  the  convention  a  memo- 
rial on  the  ftate  of  Paris,  in  which  he  enumerated 
the  crimes  of  the  commune  (ince  the  tenth  of  Au- 
guft,  and  plainly  intimated  that  they  had  embezzled 
the  money  and  other  valuables  feized  at  Senlis, 
Chantilly,  THotel  de  Coigny  and  other  hotels,  of 
which  he  had  frequently  demanded  an  account  with- 
out fuccefs.'  He  accufed  them  of  having  violated 
public  and  private  property ;  of  having  inftigated 
the  murders  of  September ;  and  of  meditating  fur<* 
ther  proje&s  of  blood  and  deftrudtion,  to  gratify 
their  ambition  and  rapacity.     In  fuppott  of  thefe 

1  See  Marat. 

9  c  2  allegations  . 


388  ROBESPIERRE. 

allegations  he  produced  a  letter  addrelTed  to  the  mi'* 
nifter  of  juftice,  in  which  information  was  given,  that 
it  had  been  infmuated  by  certain  perfons,  that  the 
bufinefs  begun  in  September  was  yet  incomplete  ; 
that  the  whole  fadion  of  Roland  and  Briflbt  ihould 
be  cut  off;  that  Vergniaud,  Gaudet,  Buzot,  la 
Source,  and  others,  were  obnoxious  to  the  real  pa« 
triots ;  and  that  Robefpierre  was  the  propereft  per- 
fon  to  direft  the  helm  of  government.  The  read- 
ing of  thefe  papers  occafioned  a  violent  uproar,  and 
a  motion  that  the  memorial  fhould  be  printed. 
Robefpierre  afcended  the  tribune^  but  remained  a 
long  time  before  he  could  obtain  a  hearing,  which 
at  laft  was  only  granted  him  on  the  ground  of  the 
manifeft  injuftice  of  decreeing  any  meafure  without 
permitting  the  parties  interefted  to  be  heard  againft 
It.  His  difcourfe,  mftead  of  a  defence,  was  an  eu- 
logium  on  himfelf ;  inftead  of  oppofing  the  printing 
of  the  memorial,  he  hardly  noticed  it ;  the  admo-^ 
nitions  of  the  prefident,  and  the  boifterous  impa- 
tience of  the  affembly,  were  equally  ineffedkual  to 
reftrain  this  propenfity  to  felf-com(nendation :  he 
X  perfevered  till,  animated  by  his  own  applaufes,  he 
lofl:  all  fear,  and  from  the  (lores  of  his  newly- 
acquired  confidence  drew  a  boaftful  challenge,  which 
involved  him  in  ferious  danger. — "  A  fyftem  of  ca- 
"  lumny  is  eftabliflied,  (he  faid,)  and  againft  whom 
"  is  it  direfted  ? — A  zealous  patriot.— Yet  who 
**  is  there  amongft  you  who  dares  rife  and  accufe 
*'  me  to  my  face  ?**— "  I,"  exclaimed  fome  one  at 
the  end  of  the  hall.  A  profound  iilence  enfued. 
The  fpeaker  (talked  folemnly  along  the  hall,  ftopped 
bppofite  the  tribune,  and  prefented  to  the  eyes  of 
the  confufed  and  aftonifhed  challenger,  the  perfon 
pf  Louvet.  "  Yes,  Robefpierre,  (faid  he,)  it  is  I 
**  who  accufe  you.**  Pronouncing  thefe  words,  he 
afcended  the  tribune ;  while  Maximilian,  pale  and 
terror-ftruck,  (hrunk  from  fight.  In  vain  Danton 
endeavoured  by  words  of  encouragement  to  rally 
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his  fpirits  ;  in  vain  he  appeared  in  the  tribune,  and 
endeavoured,  by  expreffing  a  diilike  of  Marat,  to 
divert  the  attention  of  the  aflembly  ;  their  curiofity 
'was  thoroughly  aroufed ;  and  Louvet,  determined  to 
proceed,  drew  from  his  pocket  a  long,  written 
oration^  which  he  read  to  the  affembly  "• 

In  his  exordium  he  craved  an  uninterrupted  hear- 
ing* **  I  am  about  to  denounce  (he  faid)  a  plot 
**  which  will  aftonifli  you  ;  to  trace  fcenes  of  woe 
**  which  will  make  your  humanity  groan ;  and  to 
•*  unveil  the  guilt  of  men,  againft  whom  I  itiuft  beg 
•*  you  to  fufpend  for  a  time  your  indignation.  I 
•*  fiiall  fpare  nobody,  but  fpeak  the  direft  truth : 
^*  I  fliall  touch  the  fore  without  hefitation,  and  un- 
**  doubtedly  thofe  who  are  hurt  will  be  apt  to 
**  fcream.**— "  Put  your  finger  in  the  wound,  (faid 
**  Danton,)  never  mind  thofe  who  are  fore."— 
**  I  intend  to  probe  it  to  the  quick  (replied  Louvet)  j 
**  but  why  do  you,  Danton,  fcream  beforehand/' 
In  the  progrefs  of  his  fpeech  he  related,  that  a  con- 
fpiracy  was  formed  to  perpetuate  anarchy,  to  vilify 
the  repreferitatives  of  the  people,  to  fubvert  liberty, 
and  to  found  on  its  ruins  the  authority  of  a  didator : 
that  the  means  ufed  to  fecure  applaufe  at  the  Jaco- 
bin club,  by  a  clamorous  gallery,  had  firft  led  to  a 
fufpicion  that  Robefpierr6,  the  vain-glorious  Robef- 
pierre,  was  the  head  of  a  party,  and  his  fubfequent 
condud  had  fully  demonflrated  it,  and  proved  that 
he  had  formed  a  fyflem  of  diforganization,  by 
which  he  hoped  to  attain  fovereign  power.  *'  The 
*'  memorable  revolution  of  the  loth  of  Auguft 
**  (continued  Louvet)  belongs  to  the  people  of 
**  Paris  ;  Robefpierre  and  his  p^rty  have  attempted 
**  to  arrogate  to  themfeves  the  honour  of  that  day, 
to  fay  that  it  belonged  only  to  them :  —to  you  !^ 
treacherous  confpirators !  the  2d  of  September 
^^  only  belongs  to  you;  it  is  (lamped  with  your 

^  Robefpierre  a  fes  Commettanty  vol.  i.  p  zSl* 

c  c  3  *^  charaop 


(fi 


39D  ROBESPIERRfi. 

•*  charaftcriftics.  The  people  of  Paris  know  ha^ 
^^  to  fight,  but  they  do  not  know  the  vile  trade  of 
^<  aifamnation.  All  Paris  was  at  the  Tuilleries  on 
**  the  loth  of  Auguft ;  but  who  were  witneffes  of 
<^  the  murders  in  September  ?-— Some  two  or  three 
^*  hundred  perfons  drawn  together  before  the  pri« 
^^  fons  by  an  incomprehenfible  curiofity.  It  may 
<^  be  aiked,  why  then  did  not  the  citizens  of  Plris 
^*  prevent  them  ?— Why !  becaufe  they  were  ftnidi 
<*  with  terror,  the  alarm*guns  had  been  fired,  the 
^<  tocfm  had  been  foun^,  their  ears  were  im- 
<<  pofed  ppon  by  fialfe  reports,  their  eyes  aftoniihed 
<'  by  the  fight  of  officers  in  their  municipal  fcarfs 
^^  prefiding  at  the  executions  ;  becaufe  Roland  ex- 
<^  claimed  in  vain ;  becaufe  Danton,  the  minifter 
*^  of  juftice,  was  filent ;  and  Santerre,  the  com- 
^^  mander  of  the  national  guard,  remained  inadive. 
^^  Soon  aft^  thefe  lamentable  fcenes,  the  legiflative 
*^  aflembly  was  frequently  calumniated,  infulted, 
^^  and  even  threatened,  by  this  infolent  dema- 
"  gogue.'* 

At  this  period,  Robefpierre's  friends,  who  had 
before  endeavoured  to  interrupt  the  fpeaker,  could 
contain  themfelves  no  longer ;  a  fcene  of  clamour 
and  diforder  enfued,  during  which  Lacroix  and  fe- 
veral  other  members  attefted  the  truth  of  Louvet's 
afTertions*  Robefpierre  attempted  to  obtain  pof« 
feffion  of  the  tribune }  but  was  told  that  he  ought 
to  apply  to  be  heard  at  the  bar ;  and  that,  at  aQ 
event-9,  the  accufer  ihould  firfl  be  permitted  to 
conclude. 

Louvet  proceeded  to  remark,  that  this  infolent 
demagogue,  with  profcriptions  eternally  in  his 
mouth,  accufed  fome  of  the  moft  deferving  repre- 
fentatives  of  the  people,  of  having  fold  the  nation  to 
Brunfwick ;  and  made  that  accufation  the  verv  day 
before  the  aiTaffinations  began*  In  all  his  bloody 
profcriptions  the  new  minifters  were  always  included, 
except  oney  and  that  one  always  the  lame.    ^*  Will 
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^  it  be  in  thy  pover»  Danton,  (he  added^  darting  hx» 
^^  ejes  on  the  late  minifter  of  juftice,)  to  juftify  thy 
**  cliarafter  to  pofterity  for  fuch  an  exception  ?  Do 
^^  not  think,  Robefpierre,  to  blind  us  by  difavowing 
^  Marat,  that  ^^/m/^fr^2^^<f/'/7,^^ni7/;  it  was  through 
^^  your  influence,  by  your  harangues  at  the  dedloral 
^  aflemblies,  where  you  blackened  Prieftley,  and 
^^  vhite-waibed  Marat,  that  he  is  now  ia  member  of 
^^  the  convention.'*  Louvet  then,  after  reladng  the 
oppoiitian  he  made  to  Marat's  nomination,  and  the 
danger  he  incurred  by  it  from  the  pike  and  blud- 
geon-'men  who  formed  the  body*guard  of  the  dic- 
tator, continued ;  ^^  I  accufe  you,  Robefpierre,  of 
^^  having  calumniated  the  bell  patriots,  at  a  time 
^^  when  your  calumnies  amounted  to  profcriptions. 
^^  I  accufe  you  of  having,  as  much  as  in  you  lay, 
^^  degraded  the  national  reprefentadon.  I  accufe  - 
you  of  having  held  yourfelf  out  as  an  objed  of 
popular  idolatry;  of  having  given  out,  and 
caufed  it  to  be  repeated,  that  you  were  the  only 
virtuous  man  in  the  republic.  I  accufe  you  of 
having  tyrannifed  over  the  eledoral  aflemblies* 
<^  I  accufe  you  of  having  aimed  at  fovereign  autho* 
*'  rity  by  all  means  in  your  power."  In  conclu- 
iion,  he  implicated  Marat  in  the  charges  he  had 
advanced ;  required  that  a  committee  (hould  be 
appointed  to  examine  into  the  condud:  of  Robef** 
pierre  ;  that  a  decree  (hould  be  pronounced  againft 
thofe  monfters  who  excited  murders  and  ailaffin-. 
adons,  againft  a  fadlion  which,  from  motives  of 
perfonal  ambition,  was  tearing  the  republic  to  pieces ; 
and  that  the  executive  power  fliould  be  invefted 
with  authority,  in  all  cafes  of  civil  commotion,  to 
call  in  the  aid  of  the  military  force  in  the  department 
of  Paris,  to  be  employed  as  they  ihould  judge 
expedient. 

Though  Robefjnerre,  by  his  filly  vanity,  had 
drawn  this  attack  on  himfelf,  he  was  fo  unprepared 
for  a  defence^  that  he  was  confiifed^  deuitute  of 
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prefence  of  mind,  or  words  to  ezprefe  himfelf.  The 
convention  was  agitated  with  the  moft  violent  in- 
dignation, and  the  galleries,  not  having  received  any 
inAruftions,  remained  neuter.  When  Louvet  had 
finifhed,  Robefpierre  appeared  in  the  tribune ;  fome 
members  faid  he  ought  not  to  be  heard  but  at  the 
bar;  fome  wiflied  to  adjourn  till  the  morrow; 
Louvet  voted  that  he  ihould  be  heard  immediately ; 
but  Robefpierre  faid  he  only  appeared  there  to  re- 
queft  that  he  might  be  permitted  to  make  his  de- 
fence on  the  fifth  of  November,  which  was  granted. 
Louvet  avers  that  in  this  fpace,  the  coward,  think- 
ing his  laft  hour  was  come,  waited  on  him  to  foHcit 
mercy,  and  complains  that  Petion,  Briflbt,  and 
fome  others  did  not  fccond  his  efforts  with  fufficient 
ardour ".  He  was  not  apprized  that  thdb*  connexions 
with  Orleans  were  fuch  as  not  to  permit  them  to 
commit  themfelves  too  far  in  the  profecution  of  any 
of  his  partifans,  and  that,  though  they  now  ranked 
as  virtuous  republicans,  they  were,  in  rad,  worthlefs 
intriguers.  Barbaroux,  however,  feconded  Louvet's 
efforts  by  a  frefli  denunciation  againfl  Robefpierre, 
which  he  made  in  the  interval  preceding  the  fifth  of 
November,  but  it  had  no  other  eSeGt  than  attacks 
made  out  of  time  and  place  generally  have,  that  of 
exciting  ufelefs  indignation  on  one  part,  and  pro* 
ducing  a  vigorous  ddfence  on  the  other. 

At  length  the  day  fo  important  to  the  welBu^e, 
and  even  to  the  life  of  Robefpierre  arrived.  He 
omitted  no  precaution  to  infure  fuccefs ;  the  gal« 
leries  were  filled  with  women  properly  inflruded 
how  to  aft;  the  public  walks  and  gardens  were 
crowded  with  orators,  who  harangued  in  his  praife, 
and  fome  fellows  carried  tripe  on  a  pole,  which 
they  fwore  they  would  compel  thofe  to  eat  who 
fhould  vote  againft  fo  diilinguiihed  a  patriot  ^ 
There  is  little  reafon  to  doubt  that  gold  and  terror 
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had  alfo  been  employed  to  fway  the  deciHon  of  the 
members.  It  was,  in  fad,  not  the  particular  caufe 
of  Robefpierre  that  was  depending,  but  the  caufe 
of  all  his  party ;  the  coffers  of  Orleans,  and  the 
plunder  of  the  murdered  prifoners  were  devoted  to 
the  neceflary  expences  of  bribery  within  the  affem- 
bly,  and  agitation  without. 

Robefpierre  took  his  place  in  the  tribune,  with  hu  de* 
reftored  fpirits  and  confidence,  and  with  a  prepared  ^^^* 
fpeech,  in  which  he  propofed  to  vindicate  his  con- 
dud  from  all  afperfion. 

After  a  fhort  exordium,  in  which  he  demanded 
from  the  convention  the  fame  patience  and  attention 
they  had  beftowed  on  the  voluminous  charge  of 
his  adverfary ;  he  (aid ; 

^^  Of  what  sun  I  accufed  ?  Of  confpiring  to  be  a 
^^  didator,  a  triumvir,  or  a  tribune  ;  my  adverfaries 
^^  feem  to  have  no  decided  opinion  which  of  thefe 
^^  I  aim  at>  but  thefe  Roman  words,  which  are  in 
^^  themfelves  mutually  repugnant,  may  be  tranflated 
^^  fupreme  power,  a  phrafe  which  my  accufer  has 
<^  ufed  on  another  occafion.  Now  it  mufl:  be  aU 
^*  lowed,  that  if  fuch  a  projed  were  criminal,  it 
^  was  ftill  more  audacious ;  for,  to  give  it  effed, 
•*  it  would  be  neceflary  not  only  to  fubvert  the  '  • 
<^  throne,  but  to  annihilate  the  legiflature,  and^ 
^*  above  all,  to  have  prevented  its  being  replaced 
^^  by  a  national  convention ;  but  in  that  cafe,  how 
^^  happens  it  that  I  was  the  firft  who,  in  fpeeches 
^^  and  in  writing,  invoked  a  national  convention  ^ 
^^  as  the  only  remedy  for  the  ills  which  aflailed  the 
**  country  ?  This  propofition  was  denounced  by  my 
^^  prefent  adverfaries  as  incendiary,  but  the  revolu- 
^^  tion  of  the  tenth  of  Auguft  more  than  fandioned, 
"  it  realized  the  projed.  Need  I  obferve,  that  in 
^^  order  to  obtain  the  didatorfliip,  it  was  not  enough 
<^  for  me  to  make  myfelf  mafter  of  Paris,  I  muft 
^^  alfo  fubjugate  the  remaining  eighty-two  depart- 
♦^'ments?  Where  were  my  treafures^  where  my 
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"  armies  ?  Where  the  fortified  places  which  I  mult 
^<  have  fecured  ?  All  power  was  lodged  in  the  hands 
^<  of  my  enemies.  The  moft  moderate  deduction 
<<  I  can  make  from  thefe  premifes  is,  that  before 
^'  this  accufation  can  acquire  a  charafter  of  proba^ 
<^  bilityt  it  mud  be  demoiiftrated  that  I  am  abfo- 
'*  lutely  mad :  nor  do  I  fee  that  my  enemies 
^^  would  be  great  gainers  by  this  hQ. ;  for  then  it 
*^  would  remain  for  than  to  account  how  fo  many 
*'  wife  men  Ihould  have  given  themfelves  the  trouble 
^^  to  write  fo  many  fine  difcourfes,  fo  many  elegaat 
^^  poiting-bills  ;  in  ihort  to  ufe  fo  many  exertions  ia 
^^  order  to  expofe  me  to  the  national  convention, 
^'  and  to  all  France  as  the  moit  formidable  of  con- 
<*  fpirators," 

Robefpierre  then  fpoke  of  his  connexion  with 
Marat ;  *^  This,  I  ih^U  not  deny,  is  one  of  the  moft 
<c  dreadful  reproaches  againft  me ;  I  ihall  give  my 
*'  profeffion  of  faith  refpefting  Marat,  but  without 
^  faying  any  thing  againfl  him  or  in  his  favour, 
^<  more  than  I  actually  believe,  for  I  am  incaqpable 
**  of  betraying  my  own  confdence  to  captivate  the 
^^  public  opinion/'  He  then  proceeded  to  relate 
the  circumftances  of  their  acquaintance,  which  he 
pretended  began  only  in  January  1792,  and  that 
Marat  was  fo  diiTatisfied  with  his  opinions,  that  he 
fpoke  of  him  with  contempt,  as  pofleffing  neither 
the  views  or  the  audacity  of  a  ftatefman,  and,  on 
one  occafion,  denounced  him  as  a  Feuillant,  for  not 
having  faid  in  a  periodical  papei*  (le  D^crfeur  de  la 
Can/iitution)  that  it  was  neceflarv  to  fubvert  the 
conftitution. 

From  the  period  of  Marat's  vifit  in  January, 
(Robefpierre  continued,)  I  never  faw  him  again 
^  dll  we  met  in  the  ele^oral  affembly,  and  here 
^^  too  I  meet  with  M.  Louvet,  who  accufes  me  of 
having  pointed  out  Marat  for  a  deputy,  and 
calumniated  Prieftley,  in  fhort,  of  having  ty- 
rannized  over  the  eledoral  body  by  means  of  in- 
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^  trigue  and  terror.''    In  anfwer  to  this  accufation 
he  lays,  that  fo  far  from  propoiing  Marat  as  a  de- 
puty,  he  propofed  no  one,  but  following  the  ex- 
ample of  fome  of  his   colleagues,  he   confidered 
himfelf  as  performing  an  ufeful  talk  in  fubmitting 
iome  general  obfervations  on  the  rules  which  ought 
to  guide  the  electors  in  the  ezercife  of  their  fqnc- 
ticHis.     ^'  I  did  not  fpeak  ill  of  Prieftley ;  I  could 
^^  not  fpeak  ill  of  a  man  known  to  me  only  by  his 
literary  reputation,  and  by  an  infult  which  ren-» 
dered  him  interefting  to  every  friend  of   the 
**  French  revolution  ^    Do  you  wifli  to  know  the 
^'  real  caufe  which  united  tne  voters  in  favour  of 
*^  Marat  ?    In  that  critical  moment,  when  the  heat 
^  of  patriotifm  was  inflamed  to  the  higheit  degree, 
^^  when  Paris  was  threatened  by  the  approach  of 
^^  the  armies  of  tyrants,  men  were  lefs  afie£ted  by 
^^  certain  exaggerated  or  extravagant  opinions  witn 
^  which  he  was  reproached,  than  by  the  attempts 
^^  of  thofe  treacherous  enemies  whom  he  had  de« 
^^  nounced,  and  the  prefence  of  thofe  woes,  which 
«  he  had  foretold." 

The  orator  then  adverted  to  Louvet's  charges 
refpeding  his  conduft  in  the  Jacobin  club,  and  in 
the  council-general  of  the  commune.  ^^  1  exercifed, 
^^  if  my  accufer  is  to  be  believed,  a  defpotifm  of 
>^  opinion  at  the  Jacobin  club^  which  could  only  be 
^<  contemplated  as  the  forerunner  of  a  didatorfliip. 
^^  In  the  firft  place,  I  do  not  know  what  is  meant 
^'  by  a  defpotifm  of  opinion,  particularly  in  a  fociety 
^^  of  free  men,  unlefs  it  be  the  natural  domination 
^^  of  principles*  Now  this  domination  is  not  peculiar 
^  to  a  man  who  happens  to  utter  thofe  principles, 
^^  but  belongs  to  univerfal  Reafon,  and  to  all  thofe 
•• .  who  liften  to  her  voice.  You  fay,  that  fince  laft 
^^  January  the  club  has  been  entirely  governed  by 

P  Alludin|^  to  the  burning  of  Dr.  Prieftley^s  houfey  and  to  his  being 
hanged  in  e«gy  by  the  populace  of  Birmingham. 
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^'  a  fadion,  fmall  in  number,  but  loaded  ^th 
^*  crimes  and  immoralities,  of  whom  I  was  the  head, 
^<  while  all  prudent  and  virtuous  men,  tike  jourfe^^ 
^'  fighed  in  filence  at  their  opprefied  condition. 
^<  But  if,  (ince  this  month  of  January,  the  Jacobin 
^^  club  has  not  forfeited  the  efteem  and  confidence 
^'  of  the  nation,  and  has  never  fufpended  its  exer- 
**  tions  in  the  caufe  of  liberty ;  if,  fince  that  period 
^^  it  has  difplayed  an  increafe  of  courage  againft  the 
<«  court  and  la  Fayette ;  if,  fince  that  period,  it  has 
<^  incurred  the  hatred  of  Auftria  and  Pruffia;  if, 
^  fince  that  period,  it  has  received  into  its  bofom 
^*  the  federates  aflembled  to  combat  tyranny,  and 
^'  with  them  prepared  the  holy  infurredion  of  the 
^^  I  oth  of  Auguft,  what  is  the  obvious  condufion 
*^  to  be  drawn  from  your  afiertions,  but  that  this 
^'  handful  of  fcoundrels  have  overthrown  defpotxfm, 
•*  and  that  you  and  your  party  were  too  prudent, 
jamd  too  much  friends  of  good  order  to  engage  in 
fuch  confpiracies.  Suppofing  ||then  to  be  true, 
*<  though  I  am  far  from  admittmg  it,  that  I  had,  in 
*^  fa£l,  obtained  that  influence  among  the  Jacobins, 
<*  which  you  fo  liberally  impute  to  me,  what  de- 
'**  du£tion  could  you  make  againft  me  from  that 
"  circumftance  ?  You  have  adopted  a  very  effec- 
^'  tual  and  commodious  method  of  fecuring  your 
*^  own  triumph ;  you  laviih  the  names  of  fcoundrels 
«  and  monfters  on  your  adverfaries,  and  difplay 
*^  your  own  adherents  as  models  of  patriotilm ; 
'<  thus  you  crufh  us  at  once  with  the  weight  of  our 
<^  own  vices,  and  of  your  virtues.  But  by  what 
^'  right  do  you  affed  to  make  ufe  of  the  national 
^^  convention  itfelf  to  revenge  the  injuries  offered  to 
**  your  felf-love,  or  to  your  fyftems?  I  will  not 
^'  require  you  to  emulate  the  fentiments  of  repub- 
*^  lican  fouls,  but,  at  leafl,  be  as  generous  as  a 
^*  king,  imitate  Louis  XIL  and  let  the  legiflator 
"  forget  the  injuries  fuftained  by  Monfieur  Louvet^* 
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'  In  treating  of  his  condufb  in  the  council-general 
of  the  commune^  Robefpierre  took  a  rapid,  but 
partial  furvey  of  the  operations  of  that  body,  vhich 
he  defended  by  ingenious  hypothefes,  and  falla- 
cious dedu£Ubns.  He  faid:  '^  Intrigues  vanifh 
**  with  the  pitiful  paffions  to  which  they  owe  their 
•*  exiftence.  Great  aftions  and  great  charaders 
**  alone  remain.  We  know  not  the  names  of  the 
famous  wretches  who  pelted  Cato  in  the  tribune ; 
the  eyes  of  pofterity  are  fixed  only  on  the  god- 
like image  of  that  great  man.  I  will  not  con- 
defcend  to  obferve,  that  I  was  never  charged 
with  any  kind  of  commiilion,  that  I  never,  in  any 
manner,  meddled  with  any  peculiar  operation, 
^*  that  I  n^ver,  for  an  inftant,  was  prefident  of  the 
^*  commune^  and  never  had  the  flighteft  connexion 
•*  with  the  committee  of  infpeftion,  fo  foully  ca- 
*•  lumniated  ;  I  do  not  infift  on  thefe  circumftances, 
"  for  taking  the  whole  feries  of  facts  colledUvely,  I 
•*  would  cheerfully  confent  to  take  upon  myfelf  all 
^'  the  good  as  well  as  the  evil  deeds  attributed*  to 
**  that  body,  who  have  been  fo  often  attacked,  iot 
^  the  fake  of  involving  me  in  the  inculpation. 

**  They  are  reproached  with  arrefts  which  are 
**  ftyled  arbitrary,  though  not  one  was  made  with- 
•*  out  a  previous  interrogatory.  When  the  conful 
*•  of  Rome  had  fuppreffed  Catilina's  confpiracy, 
**  Clodius  accufed  him  of  having  violated  the  laws. 
f^  When  the  conful  gave  an  account  of  his  ad- 
^^  miniflration  to  the  people,  he  fwore  that  he  had 
**  faved  the  republic,  and  the  people  applauded. 
**  I  have  feen  at  this  bar  certain  citizens,  who  are 
*^  not  Clodiufes,.  but  who,  fome  time  before  the 
**  revolution  of  the  loth  of  Auguft,  prudently 
*'  fought  refuge  at  Rouen,  emphatically  denouncing 
**  the  conduft  of  the  council  of  the  commune 
*'  of  Paris.  Illegal  arrefts  !  Is  it  then  with  the 
^'  criminal  code  in  hand,  that  we  are  to  appreciate 
^^  the  falutary  precautions  which  the  public  weal 
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^^  requires  in  thofe  critical  emergencies  whidi  arife 
•*  from  the  impotency  of  the  laws  ?  Why  do  you 
^*  not  reproach  us  with  having  illegally  deftroyed 
^  the  pens  of  thofe  mercenaries  whofe  trade  it  was 
^  to  propagate  impofturcy  and  blafpheme  againft 
*•  liberty  ?  Why  do  you  not  inftitute  a  comnuifion 
^*  to  coiled  the  complaints  of  ariflocradc  and 
**  royallfl:  writers  ?  Why  do  you  not  reproach  us 
^*  for  having  confined  all  the  confpirators  within 
**  the  gates  of  this  great  city  ?  Why  do  you  not 
^^  reproach  us  for  difarming  fufpeAed  citizens; 
^  for  baniihing  from  the  councils,  where  we  deli- 
^^  berated  for  the  public  good,  the  avowed  enemies 
**  of  the  revolution  ?  \V  hy  do  you  not,  at  once^ 
'*  criminate  the  municipalitv,  the  electoral  aflbn- 
^^  blies,  the  fedUons  of  Pans,  and  the  primary  aC- 
**  femblies,  even  in  the  provinces?  In  ihort,  why 
^^  not  criminate  all  public  bodies  who  have  imitated 
•*  us  ?  for  their  conduft  has  been  in  every  refpeft 
**  illegal^  as  much  illegal  as  the  revolution,  the  over« 
^^  throw  of  the  throne>  and  of  the  Baftille ;  in  a. 
**  word,  illegal  as  liberty  itfelf.  But  what  do  I  fay  ? 
*<  What  I  depided  as  an  abfurd  hypothefis,  is  a  too 
**  certain  reaUty,  We  are,  in  effcft,  accufed  of  all 
^'  thefe  things,  and  many  more.  Are  we  not  ac- 
*^  cufed  of  having,  in  concert  with  the  executive 
^*  power,  fent  commiffaries  into  various  depart- 
**  ments,  to  propagate  our  principles,  and  determine 
^*  the  people  to  unite  with  the  Parifians  againft  the 
**  common  enemy  ? 

^^  What  an  idea  muft  thefe  men  have  formed  of 
**  the  laft  revolution  ?  Did  the  fell  of  the  throm 
^  appear  fo  eafy  before  it  was  accompliihed  ?  Was 
^  nothing  necei&ry  but  a  coup^-nmn  at  the  Tuil- 
^  leries?  Was  it  not  alfo  requifite  to  annihilate, 
•*  throughout  France,  the  partifans  of  tyranny, 
*^  and,  m  courfe,  to  communicate  to  all  the  de- 
^  partments  the  falutary  commotion  with  which 
<^  Paris  had  beoi  recently  eledhified?  But  who, 
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*^  after  having  fan£kioned  infurre£tibn,  can  mark 
**  the  precife  point  where  the  waves  of  popubr 
^^  tumult  (hall  begin  to  fubfide  ?  At  this  rate,  what 
**  people  could  ever  (hake  oflF  the  yoke  of  de- 
**  fpotifm?  For  if  it  be  true  that  a  great  nation 
**  cannot  rife  by  a  iimultaneous  movement,  and 
^^  that  tyranny  can  only  be  ftruck  by  the  portion  of 
**  citizens  neareft  to  it,  how  fliall  thefc  dare  com- 
^*  mence  an  attack,  if,  ifter  the  victory,  the  dele- 
**  gates,  coming  from  the  remote  corners  of  the 
^*  ftate,  are  authorized  to  make  them  refponfible 
^*  for  the  duration  or  violence  of  the  political  hurri* 
^  cane  which  faved  the  country.  The  world,  and 
**  pofterity  will  only  furvey  in  thefe  events  their  juft 
*^  caufe  and  fublime  effedt;  you  ought  to  furvey 
^^  them  in  the  fame  manner.  You  fhould  judge 
^^  them,  not  as  judges  of  a  petty  tribunal,  but  as 
*'  ftatefmen,  and  legi/lators  of  the  univerfe.  But  do 
^^  not  imagine  that  I  invoke  thefe  eternal  principles, 
**  for  want  of  a  veil  to  cover  certain  repreheniible ' 
**  adions ;  no,  we  have  no  fuch  need  ;  I  fwear  it, 
^*  by  the  fub verted  throne  and  rifing  republic." 

Robefpierre  next  treated  of  the  maifacres  in 
September,  in  refpeft  of  which  he  obferved,  that 
Louvet*s  charges  were  vague  and  general.  Speak- 
ing  of  Roland,  he  faid,  ^^  As  to  the  man  who 
**  (depending  on  the  fuccefs  of  defamation,  the 
"  whole  fyftem  of  which  he  had  previoufly  ar- 
•*  ranged)  thought  he  might,  with  impunity,  aflert 
*^  in  print  that  I  directed  thefe  events,  I  could  be 
**  ccmtent  to  leave  him  .to  his  own  remorfe,  but  re- 
*•  morfe  implies  the  pofTeffion  of  a  foul.  For  the 
**  CsJce  of  thofe  whom  his  impoftures  may  have 
**  mifled,  I  will  ftate  that,  before  the  period  when 
•*  thefe  tranfaftions  took  place,  I  had  left  oflF  jfre- 
^'  quenting  the  council-general  of  the  commune ;  the 
•*  eleftoral  affembly,  of  which  I  was  a  member, 
^*  had  commenced  its  fittings  \  and  I  only  learned 
^*  what  was  palEng  in  the  prifons  by  public  report, 
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<^  and  much  later  than  moft  other  citizens.  Td 
**  form  a  corredl  idea  of  thefe  events,  the  truth 
<^  muft  be  fought,  not  in  thofe  calumnious  writings 
•*  and  fpeeches  which  have  totally  mifreprefented 
*'  them,  but  in  the  hiftory  of  the  laft  revolution.*' 
He  then  proceeded  to  account  for,  and  recapitulate 
the  events  of  the  fecond  of  September  in  a  fallacious 
and  partial  manner,  borrowing  according  to  Dr. 
Moore,  his  principal  ftatemfents  from  a  book  written 
by  Tallien,  one  of  the  mofl  difUnguifhed  aifafCns  on 
that  day,  intitled.  La  Verite  fur  les  Evenemens  du 
a  Sepiembre  *'. 

Availing  himfelf  of  the  inconiiftency  of  his  ac- 
cufers,  he  faid :  "  The  mod  ardent  zeal  for  the 
*^  execution  of  the  laws  cannot  juftify  exaggeration 
^^  or  calumny;  befides,  on  this  occafion,  I  can 
)  **  cite  againft  the  declamations  of  M.  Louvet,  a  molt 
*f  unqueftionable  witnefs,  the  minifter  of  the  in- 
**  terior  himfelf,  who,  while  blaming  popular  exe- 
^^  cutions  in  general,  was  not  afraid  to  fpeak  of  the 
fpirit  of  prudence  and  juftice  which  the  people 
(I  ufe  his  own  words)  had  fhewn  in  thefe  illegal 
tranfadions.  What  do  I  fay  ?  I  can  cite  in  fa- 
vour of  the  council-general  of  the  commune,  M. 
Louvet  himfelf,  who  began  one  of  his  numbers 
**  of  the  Ceniinel  in  thefe  words,  '  Honour  to  the 
*'  council-general  of  the  commune,  they  caufed  the 
*'  tocjin  to  be  rung  and  faved  the  country !'  This 
*'  was  in  the  time  of  the  eleftions.** 
^  *'  1  am  affured,"  faid  Robefpierre,  with  the  moft 
audacious  hypocrify,  ^^  that  one  innocent  perfon 
**  periflied,  people  have  chofen  to  augment  the 
•*  number  ;  weep,  citizens,  for  this  cruel  miftake,  I 
**  have  long  wept  for  it :  a  good  citizen  !  he  was 
**  then  my  friend !  Weep,  even  for  the  guilty 
"  viftims  referved  for  the  fword  of  the  law,  who 
*^  fell  beneath  the  blade  of  popular  juftice }  but  let 
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^*  your  grief,  Kke  every  other  earthly  thing,  have 
**  an  end.  That  fenfibillty  which  deplores,  almoft 
^'  exclufively,  the  enemies  of  Kberty,  appears  fuf- 
**  pidous.  Ceafe  to  wave  the  bloody  robe  of  the 
*'  tyrant  before  my  eyes,  or  I  fhall  think  you  are 
defirous  to  put  Rome  again  in  chains.  In  hear- 
ing thefe  pathetic  lamentations  over  the  Lam* 
balles  and  Montmorins,  fuch  touching  defcrip* 
tions  of  the  confternation  of  worthlefs  citizens, 
and  fuch  furious  declamations  againft  men, 
known  by  a  mode  of  conduct  the  exafl  reverfe, 
did  you  not  think  you  heard  a  manifeflo  of 
*'  Brunfwick  or  of  Conde  ? 

"  To  thefe  alarming  piftures  my  accufer  has 
*^  annexed  the  projefl:  which  he  imputes  to  me  of 
vilifying  the  legiflative  body,  which^  he  fays,  was 
perpetually  tormented^  difgraced^  and  infulted  by  an 
infolent  demagogue^  who  came  to  the  bar  to  diSlate  • 
its  decrees.  This  is  a  kind  of  rhetorical  figtire  by 
**  which  M.  Louvet  has  difguifed  two  petitions, 
which  I  was  inftrufted  to  prefent  to  the  legiflative 
affembly,  in  the  name  of  the  council-general  of 
**  the  commune^  relative  to  the  formation  of  the  new 
**  department  of  Paris.  Vilify  the  legiflative  body  1 
What  grovelling  idea  had  you  formed  of  its 
dignity  ?  Learn  that  an  aflembly  in  which  the 
majefty  of  the  French  people  refides,  can  never 
be  vilified^  not  even  by  its  own  afts.  When  it 
**  rifes  to  the  elevation  oi  its  fublime  miffion,  how 
"  do  you  conceive  that  it  can  be  vilified  by  the  in- 
*^  fenfate  difcourfes  of  an  infolent  demagogue  ?  It 
*'  can  no  more  be  vilified^  than  the  Divinity  can  be 
*'  degraded  by  the  blafphemies  of  atheifm ;  no' 
**  more  than  the  luftre  of  that  planet  which  ani-.' 
*'  mates  all  nature,  can  be  dimmed  by  the  clamours 
**  of  the  favage  hordes  of  Afia." 

Robefpierre   then  proceeded  to  narrate  the  cir- 

cumftances  which   attended  the  prefenting  of  th^ 

two  petitions,  in  which  he  infilled  ftrongly  on  the 
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corredneft  of  his  own  proceedings,  and  ridiculed  the 
timid  condud  and  vain«glorious  language  of  his 
adverfaries.  He  faid,  ^^  Citizens^  if  ever,  after  the 
*^  example  of  the  Lacedemonians,  we  erefk  a  tern- 
^*  pie  to  fear,  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  minifters  of 
^^  his  worfliip  fhould  be  chofen  among  thofe  who 
"  are  for  ever  boafting  of  their  courage  and  the 
**  dangers  to  which  they  have  been  expofed." 

After  animadverting  on  fome  other  lefs  important 
points  of  accufation,  and  expofmg  the  mifcondufk 
of  his  opponents,  he  concluded  thus  :  '^  hide- 
pendent  of  the  decree  refpeding  an  armed  force, 
which  you  have  ufed  fo  many  efforts  to  extort ; 
independent  of  that  tyrannical  law  againft  the 
liberty  of  individuals  and  the  liberty  of  the  prefs, 
which  you  have  dilguifed  under  fpecious  pre* 
tences  of  repreiSng  excitements  to  murder,  you 
,  ^'  demand  for  the  miniftry  a  kind  of  military  die- 
tatorihip,  you  demand  a  law  of  profcription 
againft  thofe  citizens  who  difpleafe  you,  under 
^^  the  name  of  an  oflracifm.  Thus  you  no  longer 
•*  blufli  openly  to  avow  the  fhameful  motives  of  fo 
'*  many  impoltures  and  intrigues ;  thus  you  fpeak 
**  of  a  didatorfhip  only  to  exercife  it  yourfelves 
^  without  reftraint ;  thus  you  declaim  againft 
**  profcription  and  tyranny,  that  you>  yourfelves, 
*^  may  profcribe  and  tyrannize ;  thus  you  have 
^^  imaged,  that  in  order .  to  make  the  national 
*^  convention  blind  inftrumcnts  of  your  guilty  de- 
*^  figns,  it  would  be  fuiident  to  pronounce  a  crafty, 
*^  romantic  declamation,  and  move  that  they  fhould, 
^^  without  adjournment,  decree  the  deftrudtion  of 
^*  liberty  and  their  own  difgrace!  What  need  is 
**  there  for  me  to  accufe  men  who  accufe  them- 
^  felves  ?  Let  us,  if  pof&hle,  bury  thefe  contempti- 
^^  ble  manoeuvres  in  everlafting  oblivion.  May  we 
**  conceal  from  the  eyes  of  pofterity  thefe  inglorious 
^^  days  of  our  hiftory,  when  the  reprefentatives  of 
*^  the  people,    deluded    by  bafe  intrigues,  have 
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feemed  to  forget  the  exalted  deftiny  to  which 
they  were  called.     As  for  me,  I  Ihall  make  no 
conclufion  relating  perfonally  to  myfelf.     I  have 
renounced  the  ealy  advantage  of  replying  to  the 
calumnies  of  my  adverfaries  by  more  formidable 
denunciations.     I  renounce  the  juft  vengeance 
^'  which  I  had  a  right  to  claim  agairift  my  accufers. 
I  alk  no  revenge  but  the  return  of  peace  and  the 
triumph  of  liberty.     Citizens,  prefs  forward  with 
*<  a  firm  and  rapid  ftep  in  your  glorious  career; 
and  may  I,  at  the  expence  of  my  life,  and  even 
of  my  reputation,  contribute  with  you,  to  the 
glory  and  welfare  of  our  country." 
This  defence  was  heard  with  profound  attention ;  j^g  ^^^^ 
it  gained  the  applaufe  of  the  galleries,  and  of  a  party 
in  the  convention.  Rpbefpierre's  adverfaries  were  by 
no  means  intimidated :  after  the  printing  of  his  fpeech 
had  been  decreed,  feveral  of  them  prefented  them- 
felves  in  the  tribune  and  at  the  bar,  to  be  heard  in 
fupport  of  the  accufation ;  but  his  party  were  ftre- 
nuous  in  calling  for  the  order  of  the  day.     Some 
who  appeared  on  the  other  fide  were  apprehenfive 
left  a  difcuflion  might  produce  a  difclofure  of  truths 
injurious  to  their  caufe ;  fome  dreaded  the  length 
oi  debate  which  was  like  to  enfue  from  the  number 
of  intended  fpeakers,  and  the  known  tedioufiiefs  of 
fome  of  them.     Louvet  profefied  himlelf  ready  to 
anfwer  every  averment,  and  to  combat  all  the  argu- 
ments advanced   by   Robefpierre ;    but  both   Gi- 
rondifts  and  Mountain  rofe  to  prevent  his  fpeaking. 
Barrere  took  advantage  of  this  circumllance :  he 
faid,   thefe  petty  undertakers  of  great  revolutions 
ought  to  be  more  juftly  appreciated,  and  the  con- 
vention no  longer  troubled  with  their  manoeuvres ; 
the  littlenefs  of  their  abilities  formed  the  befl:  gua- 
ranty that  they  woulct  never  become  Syllas  or  Crom- 
wells  ;   and  concluded  by  the  old  observation,  that 
their  attention  ought  to  be  referved  for  the  great 
queftions  which  interefted  the  republic*     The  order 
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of  the  day  wad  voted.  Thus  tenniiiated  this  great 
bufinefs :  the  Mountain  obvioufly  gained  an  important 
advantage  in  filencing  the  accufation  :  the  printing 
of  Rqbefpierre's  fpeech,  which  contained  fo  many 
points  ad  captandum  vulgus^  and  which  was  profufely 
diftributed,  confirmed  his  popularity,  and  extended 
the  influence  of  his  faction  in  the  departments. 
The  Briflbtines,  whom  fear  had  induced  to  accede 
to  the  meafure,  afFefted  to  confider  it  a  triumph ; 
and  Condorcet,  in  his  paper,  rather  blamed  Louvet 
for  bringing  the  bufinefs  forward.  Louvet,  how- 
ever, though  not  informed  as  to  particular  fads  re- 
lating to  his  own  party,  faw  the  matter  in  a  juft 
light.  **  Briffot,  Vergniaud,  Condorcet,  and  Gen- 
fonne  (he  fays)  thought  that  pafling  to  the  order  of 
the  day,  if  it  faved  Robefpierre,  would  difgrace 
him  fo  completely,  as  to  to  deprive  him  of  all 
influence  for  the  future  :  as  if  difgrace  had  any 
weight  with  that  fanguinary  faftion,  and  as  if  phy- 
fical  impunity  could  have  any  other  eflfeft  than  to 
harden  him  in  guilt.  This  SLftoniOiing  ftep  of  the 
republican  party  grieved  me  to  the  heart.  From 
*'  that  moment  I  forefaw  that  fooner  or  later  the 
'*  poignard-men  would  prevail  over  the  men  of  prin- 
"  ciple :  that  moment  I  announced  to  my  dear  Lo- 
"  doilka,  that  we  muft  prepare  for  banuhment  or 
"  the  fcafFold '."  The  event,  inftead  of  tending  to 
the  difgrace  of  Robefpierre,  produced  an  immediate 
acceffion  of  popularity  and  refpeft.  The  manner  in 
which  Barrere  treated  the  poffibility  of  his  ever  be- 
coming a  dictator,  by  removing  fear  and  fufpicion, 
gained  him  a  large  portion  of  public  confidence*. 
A  report  of  the  proceedings  in  the  convention  was 
made  the  fame  night  at  the  Jacobin  club,  the  mem- 
bers of  which  were  rendered  furious  with  indigna- 

»  Louvct's  Narrative,  p.  »3. 

•  For  a  very  ample  and  fpiritcd  account  of  thefe  attacks  on  Robef- 
pTcrrc,  fee  Moore's  Journal,  vol.  ii.  ^,  30  to  344..  See  alfo  Debates 
and  Hiitoties* 
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tion  againft  the  Girondifts,  and  the  names  of  Lou- 
vet,  Roland,  Barbaroux,  Lanthenas,  Rebecqui,  and 
Girey-Dupre,  were  ordered  to  be  inftantly  ftruck  off 
from  the  lifts  of  the  fociety ;  while  the  dwellinpjs  of 
Robefpicrre  and  Danton  were  conftantly  guarded  by 
a  numerous  patrole,  under  pretence  that  the  feJeres 
of  Marfeilles,  inftigated  by  the  deputies,  intended  to 
murder  them  \  Louvet  foon  publifhed  the  reply 
he  had  been  prevented  from  deliverinnr  in  the  tri- 
bune, under  the  title,  "  A  Maximilien  Robefpierre  et 
*'  fes  RoyaliJiesJ^  Roland,  fenlible  of  the  miftake  his 
partifans  had  committed,  repaired  it  as  far  as  lay  in 
his  power,  by  a  profufe  diftribution  of  this  pam- 
phlet •*•  Briffot,  too  late  aware  of  his  error  in  fanc- 
tioning  the  motion  for  the  order  of  the  day,  ex- 
preffed  himfelf  violently  againft  the  meafure,  con- 
temptuoufly  of  Robefpierre's  defence,  and  favour- 
ably  of  Louvet 's  publication  *.  Petiori  publiiheJ  a 
letter  on  the  fubjeft,  addrefled  to  the  Jacobin  club  ^^ 
which  occafioned  Robefpierre*s  celebrated  anfwer. 
Petion  had  refigned  the  mayoralty  of  Paris,  and 
Robefpierre  was  again  candidate  for  the  office,  but 
gained  only  one  hundred  and  thirty-nine  votes  ^. 

The  popularity  of  the  Mountain,  and  the  difgrace  ^y^^  ^xpr- 
of  the  other  party,  were  much  increafed  by  the  pro-  ||°"J,^".  . 
pofed  trial  of  the  king,  to  which  the  former  were  nui.  ^  ^ 
urging  the  convention  with  unexampled  diligence 
and  rancour,  while  the  others  oppofed  and  delayed 
it  by  all  means  in  their  power.     The  populace,  ex- 
cited by  the  Jacobins,  were  clamorous  and  impatient 
for   the   event :    Robefpierre  was  indefatigable   in 
profecution  of  the  bufmefs  :    he  furmounted  diffi- 
culties,  and  repelled  objeftions :  he  made  motions, 
decrees,  and  fpeeches.     One  of  his  orations  on  this     3'^  D^c. 

occafion  has  been  much  celebrated;  Garat  fays  that      '^9*. 

# 

t  Louvet' s  Narrative,  p.  ^^.  »  IJeni|  p.  2(j» 

>  firifTot  a  fes  Commettans,  p.  15. 

7  Sec  Appendix,  N"  IX. 

*  Mercure  Francois,  N»du  3  Novcmbrc  1792,  p.  48, 
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*'  It  rapidly  brought  the  fcale  of  condemnation  to 
'*  preponderate  in  the  balance  of  national  juftice," 
He  adds,  relating  a  converfation  between  himfelf 
and  Robefpierre,  and  defcribing  himfelf  as  the 
fpeaker :  **  Of  all  the  fpeeches  delivered  on  that 
**  occafion,  yours  made  incomparably  the  moft 
*'  powerful  impreflion  on  my  mind.  Your  funda- 
**  mental  idea  is  new  and  unexpefted,  and  abfo- 
*'  lutely  confounds  with  aftonifhment  the  judg- 
**  ment  of  the  hearer  or  reader  :  the  ftyle  is  bold 
and  elegant ;  it  abounds  in  paiTages  glowing  with 
paffibn,  and  in  fkilful  tranfuions  ;  it  is  an  e£Fort 
of  genius  ;  but,  I  confefs,  the  logic  of  it  appears 
to  me  very  extraordinary,  and  entirely  falfe. — 
You  prove  fuccefsfully  enough,  that  it  would 
*'  have  been  lawful  to  put  Capet  to  death  on  the 
loth  of  Auguft,  either  at  the  Cajlky  or  in  the 
box  of  the  Logographe^  in  the  national  affem- 
bly,  in  which  he  took  refuge.  It  would  have 
been  but  the  exercife  of  the  right  of  w?iX.  But 
the  right  which  war  gives  of  putting  an  enemy  to 
death,  is  confined  in  its  operation  to  the  time  of 
**  battle.  When  the  battle  is  over,  the  right  of 
**  flaughter  ceafes.  None  but  Tartars  think  theni- 
*'  felves  at  liberty  to  butcher  their  prifoners  in  cold 
blood:  none  but  the  favages  of  the  Amerioin 
forefts  think  they  have  a  right  to  devour  their 
captives  taken  in  war.  Your  fpeech  may  be  a 
''  model  of  eloquence,  but  it  is,  neverthelefs,  a  fpeci- 
men  of  inconclufive  logic  :  to  your  leading  prin- 
ciples there  mufl  be  other  principles  added,  in 
order  to  prove  that  the  law  condemning  Capet 
to  the  block  was  a  grand  aft  of  national  juftice 
"  on  the  part  of  France ;  and  to  the  whole  world 
**  a  great  and  confpicuous  example,  more  lawful, 
**  more  neceffary,  more  ufeful,  than  the  example  of 
**  the  trial  and  execution  of  Charles  I.  of  England '." 

«  Carafs  Memoirii  p.  71. 
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This  criticifm,  which,  it  mud  be  remembered, 
comes  from  the  pen  of  a  republican,  is  very  candid 
and  correft*  Montjoye^s  judgment,  though  a 
(launch  royalift,  is  far  more  favourable  to  Robef- 
pierre.  He  fpeaks  of  the  oration  in  thefe  words : 
The  fpeech  which  Robefpierre  made  at  this  me- 
morable epoch  is  perhaps  the  lead  faulty  of  his 
*^  productions  :  it  is  far  fuperior  to  all  thofe  which 
**  he  had  produced  hitherto  :  the  ftyle  of  it  is  cor- 
**  reft ;  the  ideas  are  not  gigantic  ;  it  is  not  in- 
**  feded  with  that  aflFeftation  which  is  a  certain 
**  proof  of  the  depravation  of  tafte,  and  which 
•*  alone  gave  reputation  to  Miiabeau  **.** 

Robefpierre  exerted  himfelf  inceffantly  during 
the  whole  courfe  of  the  trial,  and  ufed  all  his  in« 
fluence  to  make  the  people  partake  in  his  ideas  of 
precipitation  and  violence.  The  whole  ferocity  of 
his  charafter  feems  to  have  difplayed  itfelf.  He 
complained  of  the  intrigues  to  avert  the  propofed 
end  of  the  trial.  '^  Louis  ought  to  be  tried  (he 
*'  fays)  as  a  tyrant  condemned  by  the  infurredtion 
^^  of  the  people  :  a  procefs  is  mftituted  againft  him, 
^^  as  in  the  cafe  of  an  accufed  citizen  whofe  crimi- 
^  nality  is  doubtful.  The  revolution  ought  to  have 
**  been  cemented  by  his  death :  the  revolution  it- 
felf  is  put  in  litigation.  He  ought  to  have  been 
tried  by  the  principles  of  the  rights  of  man ; 
^'  his  trial  is  founded  on  forms  not  applicable 
**  either  to  natural'  right  or  ancient  law ;  but  an 
**  equivocal  and  monftrous  jumble  of  both.  He 
*^  is  tried,  not  according  to  the  fpirit  of  repub- 
<*  licanifm»  but  according  to  the  prejudices  of  mo- 
**  na^chy^^*  He  oppofed  every  propofition  ad- 
vanced in  the  convention,  tending  to  fecure  to  the 
king  the  advantage  of  a  fair  hearing,  or  of  a  trial 
according  to  the  forms  of  the  conilitution.     He  at 

b  Confpiracy  of  Robefpierre,  p.  9S.      See  the  fpeech  at  length. 
Robefpierre  a  fet  Com  met  tans,  vol.  i.  p.  193. 
^  Robclpierre  a  fes  Commettans,  vol.  i.  p.  4.13. 
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firft  propofed,  that  after  the  king  had  fubmitted  to 
an  interrogatory,  the  convention  fliould  decide  on 
bis  fate  in  twenty-four  hours,  without  feparating  ^ 
When  the  convention  decreed  that  the  king  ihould 
have  counfel,  a  deputation  from  the  commune  pre- 
fented  the  plan  of  a  decree  which  would  have  de- 
prived him  of  every  benefit  of  their  affiftance ;  the 
convention  felt  indignant  at  the  brutality  of  the 
propoial,  but  Robefpierre,  in  fpite  of  the  prevailing 
clamours,  defended  it,  and  even  maintained  that  it 
was  too  mild  for  the  occafion  ^.  He  argued  and 
voted  for  the  immediate  death  of  the  king ;  oppofed 
the  hearing  of  his  counfel  on  the  fubjed  of  an  appeal 
to  the  people  ;  and,  after  they  had  been  heard,  op- 
pofed the  purport  of  their  obfervations.  But  what 
enabled  the  convention  to  perpetrate  this  atrocious 
161I1  Jan.  a&,  was  a  decree  obtained  by  Robefpierre,  altering 
'7^2'  the  exifting  law  that  two  thirds  of  the  voices  Ihould 
be  necefiary  to  the  condemnation  of  an  accufed  per- 
fon,  and  enabling  a  fingle  cafting  vote  to  decide  it  ^ 
That  Robclpierre's  ambition  urged  him  to  many  of 
thefe  meafures,  is  not  to  be  doubted ;  but  fear  had 
moft  probably  its  fhare  in  influencing  him,  fince  he 
declared  at  the  Jacobin  fociety,  that  if  the  king  were 
acquitted,  the  members  of  the  legiHative  aflfembly* 
and  the  convention,  mufl  of  courfe  be  confidered 
and  puniflied  as  rebels  *. 
lotb  Mar.  The  popularity  and  influence  of  Robefpierre  in- 
^JJPP*^^^**  creafed  very  much  after  the  death  of  the  king,  yet  it 
is  not  afcertained  that  his  views  led  to  the  eftablifli- 
ment  of  a  diftatorfliip  ;  on  the  contrary,  though  it 
is  much  againft  probability,  he  is  accufed  of  ftill  en- 
tertaining intentions  of  placing  Orleans  on  the 
throne.  It  is  aflerted,  that  a  project  was  formed 
for  that  purpofe,  in  which  he  was  to  have  been 
aflSifted  by  Dumouriez,  and  by  a  general  infurrec^ 

*  Moore^s  Journal,  vol.  ii.  p.  4.95.  Debates.        «  Idem,  p.  s^S* 
'  Debates*        S  Moore^s  Journal^  vo].ii«p«6i»« 
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tion  and  maffacre  in  Paris,  What  renders  this  very 
improbable  is,  that  Orleans  at  the  time  was  loaded 
with  general  execration,  as  much  difliked  by  the 
republicans  as  the  royalifh,  menaced,  detefted,  and 
miferably  impoverilhed.  Robefpierre  had  too  much 
cunning,  and  too  little  generofity,  to  continue  his 
attachment  to  a  man  in  his  circumftanccs ;  and  as' 
to  Dumouriez,  his  army  was  in  want  of  every 
thing,  and  the  perfevering  libelifts  of  Paris,  the  Ma- 
rats,  the  Chaumettes,  ^c.  had  rendered  his  cha- 
rafler  fufpicious  to  all,  and  abhorred  by  many. 
The  confpiracy  of  the  i  oth  of  March  is  one  of  the 
inexplicable  myfteries  of  the  French  revolution* 
To  what  precife  end  it  was  direfted,  or  how  fruf- 
trated,  are  points  equally  unknown.  A  great 
alarm  prevailed  refpefting  it ;  the  Briflbtines  affert 
that  the  aim  of  the  confpirators  was,  to  murder  all 
their  opponents,  to  ftrcngthen  their  own  p5wer  and 
the  domineering  influence  of  the  city  of  Paris  over 
the  reft  of  the  republic  **.  Whatever  the  fcheme  was, 
it  failed,  fome  aflert  by  reafon  of  the  cowardice  of 
the  duke  of  Orleans ;  others,  by  means  of  the  vi- 
gilance and  refolution  of  the  Girondifts.  But  the 
projeft  was  not  without  efiecl,  it  gave  the  party  of 
anarchifts  an  opportunity  of  obtaining  a  decree  for 
organizing  the  revolutionary  tribunal,  that  infernal 
engine  of  tyranny  and  horrors;  of  renewing  the  ter- 
rible outrage  of  domiciliary  vifits^  to  difcover,  as  it 
was  pretended,  concealed  traitors }  and  of  deftroy- 
ing  the  liberty  of  the  prefs. 

The  conteft  between  the  rival  parties  was  now  31ft  Mny. 
drawing  to  a  crifis  :   the  Jacobins  had  refolved  the  ^«cice  of 
deftruftipn  of  the  Briffotines,  and  thbugh  fruftrated  a^i'niiul'e 
in  feveral  of  their  plans,  their  determination  was  too  Buflbtineg, 
ftrongly  taken   for  difappointment   to  deter   them 
from  exerting  every  means  for  its  final  execution. 

^  Briflbt  a  ffs  Commettans  p-^-i-  Louvefs  Narrative,  p'  19. 
31  to  38.  See  alfo Conjuration  de  d*Orleans^  voUiii.  p.  146*  Con- 
Ibiracy  of  Robefpierre,  p.  loi • 
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The  eloquence,  the  knowledge  of  public  affairs,  the 
intereft  thefe  men  had  in  the  departments,  and  the 
majority  they  generally  retained  in  the  convention, 
rendered  them  dangerous  to  their  rivals,  and  made 
it  extremely  probable  that  calamity  or  popular  ver- 
fatility  would  reftore  to  them  the  fuperiority  they  had 
onc«  attained  over  the  public  mind.  Roland,  in  re- 
tiring from  office  immediately  after  the  death  of  the 
king,  had  left  a  very  forcible  memorial  on  the  flate 
of  affairs  during  and  at  the  clofe  of  his  adminiftra- 
lion  ;  this,  if  taken  into  confideration  by  the  con- 
vention, would  in  all  probability  have  been  pub- 
liffied,  a  thing  the  Mountam  had  no  reafon  to  wifli ; 
and  therefore,  in  fpite  of  the  ex-minifter*s  repeated 
letters,  refufed  to  permit  it  to  be  reported.  Marat, 
as  prefident  of  the  Jacobin  club,  publifhed  an  ad- 
drefs  inviting  all  the  popular  focieties  to  exert  them- 
felves  in  procuring  the  expulfion  of  thofe  unfaithful 
dq)uties,  who  betrayed  their  truft  in  not  voting  for 
the  death  of  the  tyrant.  This  produced  a  decree 
for  his  commitment  to  the  Abbaye  prifon  :  he  was 
tried  and  acquitted,  and  refumed  his  feat  in 
triumph  ^  It  is  afferted  by  an  author  of  the  Brif- 
fotine  £ai£tion,  that  there  was  a  bargain  between  the 
crowned  heads  in  alliance  againft  the  republic,  and 
the  chiefs  of  the  Mountain,  that  twenty-two  of  the 
Briffbtines  ffiould  be  maffacred  :  and  he  adds,  that 
this  plot  was  to  be  carried  into  execution  the  soth 
of  May :  they  were  then  to  have  been  arreftedjj 
conveyed  to  a  houfe  in  the  fuburb  of  Montmartre, 
and  murdered.  A  forged  correfpondence  between 
them  and  Cobourg  was  prepared,  which  after  their 
death  was  to  have  been  brought  forward,  and  a 
ftory  circulated  of  their  having  emigrated.  He  fays 
they  had  abundant  proofs  of  this  confpiracv  ;  but 
as  none  of  thefe  appear,  as  the  ftory  itfelr  is  ex- 
tremely improbable,  and  no  account  given  of  the 

^  See  Marat. 
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means  by  which  the  plan  was  difclofed  and  fruftrated, 
it  is  not   entitled  to  credit ''.     There  is  no  doubt 
Louvet  believed  fome  fuch  plot  to  be  in  agitation, 
and  the  miferably  haraffed  ftate  of  the  party  during 
this  conteft  is  expreflSvely  defcribed  by  his  obferv- 
ation  that,  from  the  loth  of  March  to  the  30th  of 
May,  they  flept  from  home  perhaps  fifty  times,  that 
is,  every  other  night  \     A  committee  of  twelve  had 
been  appointed  to  examine  into  the  caufes  of  the 
projefted  infurreftion  of  the  i  oth  of  March  ;  their 
report  was  ready,   Rabaud  de  St.  Etienne  was  to 
prefent  it  to  the  convention,  and  Hebert,  one   of 
the  municipality,  had  been  arretted  by  their  orders. 
The  Mountain  were  fenfible  that  it  was  their  intereft 
to  oppofe  thefe  proceedings,  and  made  arrangements, 
in  private  committees  held  at  Charenton,  to  infure  a 
viftory.  Revolutionary  committees  had  been  formed, 
who,  under  pretence  of  fearching  for  foreigners  and 
traitors,  committed  the  mod  barefaced  and  impudent 
robberies  ;  great  numbers  were  fent  to  prifon,  and 
it  was  freely  intimated  to  them,  that  the  fcenes  of 
September  were   to    be  renewed.      This   induced 
many  to  facrifice  part  of  their  fortune  to  obtain 
their  freedom,  and  the  plunder  increafed  the  power 
of  the  Jacobins.     A  central  committee,  compofed 
of  Marat  and  feveral  other  furious  ruffians,  many  of 
them  foreigners,  exerted  a  control   over  the  revo- 
lutionary committees,  from  which  they  were  felefted, 
and  finally  ufurped  the  whole  powers  of  govern- 
ment*    This  committee  refolved  to  effeft  the  impri- 
fonment  and  death  of  the  Briffotines ;  and,  as  a  pre- 
liminary ftep,  demanded  of  the  convention  a  fup- 
preflion  of  the  committee  of  twelve ;  which  was  de- 
creed, but  its  report  was  firfl:  to  be  made  on  the 
31ft  of  May.     On  that  day  the  central  committee 
gave  the  command  of  the  national  guard  to  Hen- 
riot,  a  creature  of  theirs ;  who,  at  the  head  of  fixty 

k  Loo  vet.    See  his  Narrative^  p.  53. 
1  Louvefs  Narrative^  p.  46* 
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thoufand  men,  with  cannon,  and  furnaces  for  heat- 
ing balls,  furrounded  the  convention.  The  tocfm 
had  been  rung,  the  generalc  beat,  and  the  whole 
city  put  into  a  ftate  of  conilernation  and  infurrection. 
The  prifoners,  who  thought  they  were  to  be  imme- 
diately maffacred,  filled  the  air  with  dreadful  cries. 
The  Girondifts  were  in  the  greateft  confufion  and 
alarm  ;  fome  repaired  to  their  pofts  in  the  conven- 
tion ;  fome  fought  fafety  in  concealment  and  flight. 
Rabaud  ftood  with  his  report  in  his  hand,  but  not 
being  able  to  obtain  a  hearing,  left  the  hall.  A 
deputation  appeared  from  the  commune^  who  pre- 
fented  a  petition,  demanding  the  heads  of  twenty- 
two  members  of  the  convention,  befides  the  com- 
mittee of  twelve.  The  convention  referred  this  ro 
the  committee  of  public  fafety,  requiring  them  to 

ifi  Jane,  make  a  report  in  three  days.  Though  the  Moun- 
tain were  not  entirely  fuccelsl'ul  in  this  attempt,  they 
would  not  give  up  the  point.  I'he  central  com- 
mittee, the  next  day,  of  their  own  authority  arretted 
the  ex-minifters,  le  Brun  and  Roland,  and  the  wife 
of  the  latter.  At  three  in  the  afternoon,  they 
marched  at  the  head  of  the  armed  force  again  to  in- 
veft  the  hall  of  the  convention,  and  renewed  the  pe- 
tition of  the  day  before.  The  convention  had  ftill 
iirmnefs  fufficient  to  pafs  to  the  order  of  the  day, 
and  required  the  petitioners  to  fupport  their  denun- 
ciation by  proofs.  But  this  kind  of  proceeding 
was  not  fatisfaftory  to  the  infurgents,  they  gave 
Henriot  more  decided  inftruftions,  and  refolved 
on  the  morrow   to  bring  the    affair  to   a    termi- 

%^  June,  nation.  Accordingly  the  tocfin  was  again  founded, 
the  whole  city  under  arms,  and  Henriot,  with  a 
confiderable  reinforcement,  furrounded  the  hall. 
The  galleries  were  filled  with  revolutionary  women, 
armed  with  daggers,  with  which  they  threatened  the 
obnoxious  deputies  ;  and  all  the  avenues  to  the  hall 
were  filled  with  armed  people,  who  prevented  the 
members  from  retiring.     It  is  probable  that  many 

of 
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of  the  orders  given  by  the  revolutionary  committee 
were  extremely  vague  and  uncertain,  or  perhaps 
kept  fecret  from  fome  of  the  apparent  heads  of  the 
Mountain,  for  in  many  inftances  they  difplayed  a 
want  of  unanimity  which  would  have  ruined  them, 
had  the  other  party  been  at  their  pods,  and  ready  to 
have  taken  advantage  of  circumftances.  The  cen- 
tral committee  renewed  their  demand  :  the  conven- 
tion again  paflTed  to  the  order  of  the  day.  Imme- 
diately the  infurreflion  aflfumed  a  mod  formidable 
appearance :  the  cannon  were  pointed  towards  the* 
avenues,  and  the  members  forbid  to  leave  the  place. 
Several  battalions  feized  the  inner  pods  of  the  hall, 
and  prevented  all  communication  between  the  de- 
puties within  and  the  people  without.  The  prefi- 
dent  ordered  Henriot  to  draw  off  his  troops,  but  he 
returned  for  anfwer,  that  as  foon  as  he  had  fulfilled 
the  orders  of  the  people,  he  would  attend  to  thofe  of 
the  convention ;  but  that  if  they  refufed  to  deliver 
up  the  traitors,  he  would  order  the  cannon  to  be 
fired  upon  them.  Danton,  unacquainted  with  all 
the  fecrets  of  his  party,  burft  into  a  rage  at  this  in- 
folence,  and  demanded  the  death  of  the  rufEati 
Henriot.  The  convention  ordered  the  officers  next 
to  the  entrance  of  the  hall  to  be  called  to  the  bar : 
they  appeared,  but  gave  no  information  towards  un- 
ravelling the  confpiracy.  Barrere,  feeing  the  Gi- 
ronde  like  to  be  overcome,  made  an  infidious  pro- 
pofal  to  the  profcribed  deputies,  for  the  fake  of 
peace  and  the  good  of  the  country,  to  fubmit,  and 
fufpend  themfelves  from  their  fun^ions.  Some  of 
them  were  weak  enough  to  fall  into  fo  grofs  a  fnare; 
but  Barbaroux  and  Lanjuinais  reliited  it,  and  ex- 
pofed  the  tyranny  exercifed  over  them  with  fo  much 
force,  that  it  is  extremely  probable,  if  all  the  reft 
of  the  deputies  had  been  in  their  places,  if  the  elo- 
quence and  credit  of  Briflbt,  Rabaud,  and  the  others 
had  been  exercifed,  they  would  have  obtained  the 

1 5  viftory. 
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.  vidory,  by  difuniting  the  Mountain.  The  combuA 
tible  foul  of  Danton  had  already  caught  fire ;  and 
Lacroix,  another  Mountaineer,  had  protefted  mth 
vehemence  againft  the  tyranny  of  making  the  mem- 
bers prifoners  in  their  own  hall.  The  feeblenefs 
of  the  BriiTotines  afforded  the  prefident,  Herault  de 
Sechelles,  a  Jacobin,  an  opportunity  to  prevent  the 
difunion  of  his  party,  by  a  childifli  trick :  he  infiiled 
that  the  whole  aifembly  fhould  demonftrate  how 
much  they  were  at  liberty,  by  leaving  the  hall. 
They  did  fo ;  and  he  mardied  with  them  in  the 
garden,  till  Henriot,  at  the  head  of  fome  troops,  and 
with  his  hat  on,  informed  him  he  fhould  not  pafs, 
and  ordered  the  cannoneers  to  their  guns.  They  re- 
turned to  their  hall,  where  Herault  told  them,  that 
after  fo  flriking  a  proof,  the  convention  could  no 
longer  have  reafbn  to  complain  of  their  want  of 
freedom.  Immediately  on  their  return  they  did  the 
very  ad  they  had  fo  long  refufed,  they  decreed  the 
arreft  of  the  profcribed  deputies,  and  the  infurre&ion 
was  at  an  end  ". 
Ificreafing  This  viftory  and  the  fubfequent  imprifonment  of 
power  of  the  deputies  attached  to  the  Girondifts,  gave  Ro- 
befpierre  a  decided  afcendancy  in  the  convention. 
The  departments,  excited  by  the  deputies  who  had 
taken  refuge  there,  were,  fome  of  them,  in  a  ftate  of 
formidable  infurreftion,  but  the  aftivity,  the  tre- 
mendous means,  and  the  prevailing  influence  of  the 
Mountain,  increafed  by  fome  timely  a£ts  of  apparent 
patriotifm,  at  length  fucceeded  in  ftifling  the  com- 
motion; the  deputies  Were  hunted  from  place  to 
place,  fome  fell  into  the  hands  of  their  enemies, 
and  fuiTered  on  the  fcaffbld,  fome  appear  to  have 
perifhed  by  famine,  fome  were  driven  to  the  defperate 

^  For  an  account ''of  thefe  tranfa^lions,  fee  the  Hiftories}  New 
Anniiil  Regitler  for  1793,  p.  176. ;  Mifs  Williams's  Letters,  vol.  i« 
p.  73. }  Louvet*8  Narrative,  p.  4.1  to  50, 3  Peltier*8  late  PiAure,  toU  ii« 
P* 530*9  G a rat*s  Memoirs,  p*i7i. 
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refource  of  fuicide,  and  a  few  efcaped,  alter  en« 
countering  difficulties  of  every  kind  almoft  in* 
credible. 

The  unlimited  afcendancy  of  Robefpierre  arofc  Hitty. 
not  fo  much  from  his  majority,  or  rather  from  his  ^^^y* 
having  deilroyed  all  parties  in  the  convention  but 
his  own,  as  from  his  having  contrived  to  annihilate 
all  remains  of  authority  in  that  body.  This  he 
effefted  by  means  of  the  committee  of  public  fiifety, 
which,  at  firft,  was  renewable  at  the  end  of  every 
month,  but  he  having  been  appointed  one  of  its 
members,  and  having  a  majority  entirely  devoted  to 
him,  obtained  a  decree  from  the  convention  to 
render  the  committee  permanent,  and  thus  per- 
p>etuate  the  reign  of  twelve  tyrants,  whoip,  as  he 
Iwayed  in  the  mod  abfolute  manner,  he,  in  fad, 
was  the  fole  ruler  of  the  country.  This  atrocious  1 
body,  fecure  of  fupport  from  Robefpierre,  ufurped 
many  of  the  powers  of  legiflation,  they  promulgated 
decrees,  fent  agents  or  viceroys  into  the  depart- 
ments, invefled  with  unlimited  authority,  and 
feveral  times  refufed  to  give  an  account  of  their 
motives  to  the  convention.  The  duties  of  that 
body  foon  became  limited  to  the  hearing  of  reports 
from  the  minifters  who  formed  the  committee^ 
which,  from  their  fallacy,  and  the  afFedation  of  their 
ftyle,  were  called  Camiagnols  a  la  Barrere ",  to  the 
regiftration  of  decrees  without  confidering  of  their 
probable ,  eflPed  on  the  country,  to  a  patient  ac- 
quiefcence  in,  or  fubmlflive  reverberation  of  the 
applaufes  bellowed  on  the  committee,  and  on 
Robefpierre.  Their  number,  by  reafon  of  pro- 
fcriptions,  committees,  miflions  to  the  departments 
and  armies,  and  feceOions,  feldom  exceeded  two 
hundred  **.  To  the  original  powers  of  the  committee 
of  public  lafety,  Robe^ierre  added  others  by  means 

>  Mifs  Williams*8  Lctteri  ini794y  vol»iii«  p.6i, 
•  &ee  Etat  de  la  France,  p.  »|  ct  paffim. 
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of  decrees  gained  from  the  complaiiant  conyentioli^ 
which  feemed  to  promife  a  perpetual  ilavery  to 
France.  He  obtained  a  decree,  that  the  country 
Ihould  be  in  a  ftate  of  revolution  till  a  general 
peace.  He  obtained  the  appointment  of  a  revolu- 
tionary army,  with  a  guillotine  for  part  of  its 
equipage,  which  being  compofed  of  rufEans  of  his 
own  feleftion,  and  for  whom  he  procured  a  pay  of 
forty  fous  a-day,  was  entirely  at  his  devotion.  He 
obtained  a  decree,  the  mod  extraordinary,  perhaps, 
ever  made  by  a  legiflative  body,  authorizing  the 
apprehenfion  of  fufpefted  perfons,  and  making  the 
fufpicion  of  his  enemies  a  crime  in  the  individual, 
for  which  he  fuflained  imprifonment  and  death. 
Priefts,  nobles,  and  foreigners  were  perfecuted  with- 
out mercy  or  remorfe ;  tranfported,  put  to  death 
without  trial,  buried  in  dungeons  in  daily  fear  of 
affaffination,  or  murder  under  colour  of  the  lawj 
many  thoufands  of  thefe  unfortunate  clafles  in- 
voked the  vengeance  of  Heaven  on  their  inhuman 
perfecutor.  The  people  imbibed,  or  were  taught 
to  alTume  an  air  of  ferocity.  One  of  the  feftions  of 
Paris  prefented  an  addrefs  to  the  convention,  in 
which  it  requefted  them  to  facrifice  nine  hundred 
tboufand  heads^  and  the  revolution  would  be  per- 
fedtly  eftabliihed.  The  Jacobins,  flill  the  obedient 
and  ready  tools  of  Robefpierre,  required  of  the 
convention  that  terror  fhould  be  declared  the  order 
of  the  day,  and  that  the  law  that  members  ihould 
be  heard  before  the  pafGng  of  an  accufation  againft 
them  fhould  be  repealed.  Will  it  be  believed  by 
pofterity  ?— The  ftupid  and  enflaved  convention 
adually  pafled  this  felf-murdering  decree.  They 
eftablimed  as  principles,  that  pity  was  a  fign  of 
treafon ;  that  the  exiitence  of  a  republic  could 
not  be  maintained  without  the  power  of  deftroying 
every  thing  which  oppofed  it.  This  extended  alike 
to  perfons  and  opinions,  to  fentiments  avowed  and 
aded  upon,  and  to  thofe  only  imputed  by  finifter 
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jealotify,  or  interefted  furmife.  It  was  decreed, 
that  death  ftiould  be  the  punifliinent  of  thofe  who 
ihould  confpire  to  change  the  repubh*can  form  of 
govemment ;  of  thofe  \vno  fliould  refift  the  revolu- 
tionary government,  of  thofe  ivho  fliould  harbour 
perfons  accufed  of  confpiracies  after  their  denui^cia- 
tion ;  of  thofe  who  fliould  correfpond  verbally  or 
by  writing  with  prifoners,  and  of  the  jailors  who 
aflifted  or  permitted  fuch  correfpondence.  All  ex- 
nobles  were  baniflied  from  Paris,  and  obliged  to 
fubmit  to  fuch  ftrid  forms  of  regiftration,  as  left 
them  eveiy  hour  at  the  mercy  of  the  committee  of 
public  fafety.  It  was  decreed  that  tranfporration 
to  the  coaft  of  Africa  fliould  be  the  punifliment  of 
thofe  who  complained  of  the  revolution,  which  was 
extended  to  mean  of  any  of  the  afts  done  by  the 
ruling  party  ^. 

Thefe  extraordinary  powers  were  not  granted  all  The  nto* 
at  once,  but  were  never  withheld  when  an  applica- 1".?^"'^^ 

1  i_  .  rr^f         ^^    1       tribunal* 

tion  was  made  to  the  convention.  Ihe  revolu- 
tionary  tribunal,  entirely  devoted  to  the  party  frorti 
whom  it  derived  its  exiftence  and  authority,  made 
with  the  moll  favage  indiflPerence,  and  even  plea- 
fantry,  all  the  facrifices  required  of  them.  The  / 
forms  of  inculpation,  defence,  and  evidence  were 
totally  difregarded,  and  the  perfons  whofe  lives  were 
required,  were  merely  infulted  by  the  pretence  of  a 
trial  by  jury.  It  is,  in  faft,  a  cruel  mockery  to  give 
the  name  of  jury  to  a  number  of  men  permanently  . 
eftabliflied  in  their  fituation ;  not  eleded  by  the 
prifqner,  or  fubjeft  to  be  challenged;  deliberating 
in  public,  and  pronouncing  feparately  their  opinions 
aloud  **.  Their  deliberation  was  a  mere  farce,  for 
one  of  the  judges  daily  attended  Robefpierre  with 
a  lift,  from  which  he  marked  our  a  certain  number 
with  a  crofs,  and  they  were  devoted  to  certain  de- 

9  On  tbefc  AibjtQsj  fee  Debates  and  Proceedings  of  tbe  Convention  | 
Keeker  on  the  Revolution,  vol.  i.  p.4^S.  \  Pages  vol.  i.  p.  iS6.  190.) 
Kt^it  cle  U  France  &  Suite  de  PEtat  de  la  France,  pailim. 

4  Sec  HriflTot  a  fet  Commtttins,  p.  37. 
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ftnidion'.  The  powers  of  this  tribunal  were  fo 
cxtenfive,  and  the  decrees  on  which  they  were 
founded  of  fuch  extraordinary  latitude,  that  it  was 
almoft  impofiible  for  innocence  to  efcape.  The 
.  only  punifhment  they  pronounced  was  death,  and 
that  was  applied  to  fuch  indefinite  crimes  as  favour^ 
ing  the  impunity  of  ari/iocracy ;  calummating  pa^ 
trioiifm  ;  feeking  to  vilify  the  revolutionary  tribunal ; 
to  corrupt  the  piAlic  mind  and  confcience  ;  ^xiA.  flopping 
the  progrefs  of  revolutionary  principles.  The  necef- 
fary  proofs  confifted  of  every  defcription  of  docu- 
ment, whether  material,  verbal,  or  written,  which 
carries  in  itfelf  a  felf-evidence,  and  when  there 
were  material  or  moral  proofs,  no  witnefles  were  to 
be  heard.  The  rule  of  the  fentence  was  the  confcience 
of  the  jurors ;  and  the  procefs  the  means  which 
good  fenfe  fhould  indicate  to  eftablifli  the  folidity  of 
the  fads  '•  No  perfon  denouncing  another  was 
obliged  to  ailign  his  motives,  to  difcover  his  name 
or  place  of  abode.  The  party  denounced,  was  ar- 
refted  without  proof,  interrogated  without  atten- 
tion to  form,  infulted  by  the  court,  and  condemned 
without  mercy  or  hope  of  pardon  *. 
Punifh-  Inverted,  by  the  concurrence  of  drcumftances 
feveia?*^^  rather  than  any  effort  of  premeditation  or  con- 
weinhers  trivancc  on  his  part,  with  powers  fo  unlimited,  it 
of  the  con-  ^v^g  perfcftly  natural  for  Robefpierre  to  feek  his  own 
iciiuon.  f^^,jfjfy^  jjj  jhg  deflruftion  of  thofe  who  could 
make  any  refiftance  to  his  authority.  The  Briffotine 
deputies  were  early  vidlims  to  this  principle.  The 
unfortunate  queen,  and  the  worthlefs  Egalite,  the 
perfecuted  and  the  perfecutor,  fell  under  the  fame 
punifhment,  and  fo  entirely  was  Robefpierre  mafteF 
of  the  public  opinion,  that  equal  applaufes  attended 
thefe  two  afts,  fo  apprently  contradidory.    But  it 

'  Necker  on  the  Revolution,  vol.  i.  p.  4.33. 

*  See  Necker  on  the  Revolution,  vol.  i.  p«  447.     Jorilan*!  Folitical 
State ot  Europe,  vol.  vit.  p.  13. 

«  Suite  de  i*£ui  de  ia  France^  p.  39.  ^ 
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was  not  fuffident  to  rid  himfelf  of  thofe  who  had 
conftantly  been  his  opponents,  fome  of  his  aflbciates 
were  too  volcanic  to  be  tfufted  long.     Bazire,  who,  i8A  Nov. 
unconfcious  that  he  was  digging  his  own  grave,  had      '^^^' 
applauded  and  fupported  the  decree  which  deprived 
deputies  of  the  privilege  of  being  heard,  was  one  of 
the  earlieft  objefts  of  its  oppreffion.     He,  together  t6th  Mar. 
with  Chabot,  Thuriot,  and  feveral  others,  was  fent     »794. 
to  jail,  and  from  thence  to  the  fcaffold*     But  a  more  X5th  Mar. 
important  operation  demanded  a  greater  exertion  j     '794* 
Hebert,  jealous  of  Robefpierre*s  power,  and  anxious  of  Hebert . 
to  extend  his  own,  mafter  of  the  club  of  Cordeliers, 
tis  Robefpierre  was  of  the  Jacobins,   meditated  his  . 
impeachment.     Maximilien,  informed  of  the  fadt, 
refolved  Hebert's  deftruftion ;  yet  he  proceeded  with 
caution :  he  firft  employed  Camille  Defmoulins  to 
write  him   down,  which  he  did  with  confiderable 
wit  anS  humour.     Hebert,  feeing  by  this  that  fome- 
thing  was  in  agitation  againil  him,  took  advantage 
of  an  illnefs  with  which  his   rival  was  attacked  % 
to  excite  the  Cordeliers  to  infurreftion.     He  made 
a  fpeech  againft  Robefpierre,  in  which  he  declared 
that  tyranny  exifted  ;  he  caufed  a  veil  to  be  thrown 
over  the  table  of  the  Rights  of  Man,  and  aflually 
fucceeded  in  caufing  one  of  the  feftions  of  Paris  to 
declare  itfelf  in   a  (late  of  infurredion,  but   his 
triumph  was  ihort,  he,  with  eighteen  of  his  accom- 
plices, was  apprejiended,  delivered  over  to  the  re- 
volutionary tribunal,  and  from   them,  in  natural 
courfe,  to  the  guillotine.     The  club  was  diflblved  *. 

The  atrocities  committed  and  excited  by  thefe  Hopes  of 
people,  made  their  deftruftion  an  aft  of  great  popu-  ****  People, 
larity.  All  who  retained  any  tefpeft  for.  religion; 
all  who  wi(hed  for  the  re*union  of  their  countrymen, 
in  the  accuftomed  bonds  of  focial  intercourfe ;  all 
vfho  felt  folicitous  for  the  termination  of  thofe  fcenes 
of  murder  and  horror  which  daily  infulted  hu« 

■  Playfair**  Hiftoryof  Jacobinifm,  p.  615. 

*  See  H'ftoriet.    Mifs  Wiliiaint*s  Letters  io  1794.1  ^o^*  >"•  P'  ^4* 
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tnanity,  hailed  this  epoch  as  the  dawn  of  that  day 
which  was  to  produce  the  accompliftiment  of  thdr 
hopes,  and  gave  way  to  the  tranfports  excited  by 
fuch  an  expeftation.  The  event  proved  the  fallacy, 
religion  was  no  farther  re-eftablifhed  than  by  a 
verbal  acknowledgment  of  the  exiftence  of  a  God, 
and  a  feflival  in  honour  of  him,  more  like  hurlefque 
than  religion  ;  focial  intercourfe  became  more  dan- 
gerous than  ever,  from  the  increafed  referve  re- 
quired by  fanguinary  edids  and  frequent  accufa- 
tions ;  the  torrents  of  blood  which  every  day  flowed 
from  the  fcafFolds  demonftrated  too  forcibly  that 
the  reign  of  Robefpierre  and  that  of  anarchy  aad 
terror  were  to  be  coeval. 
Excc(rtve  ^hQ  (hall  defcribe  all  the  horrors  which  at  this 
RDbcf-*'  period  ftained  the  foil  of  France?  What  mode  of 
j.icire.  narration  can  convey  to  the  mind  of  the  reader  an 
adequate  idea  ?  A  general  enumeration  of  viftims 
would  convey  no  diftinft  notion  of  that  dreadful 
fyftem  which  involved  guilt  and  innocence,  which 
refpefted  neither  old  age,  adolefcencc,  fex,  ficknefs, 
pregnancy,  courage,  or  paft  fervices;  while  a  feparatc 
recapitulation  of  the  cafes  of  the  various  fufferers 
would  fill  volumes  with  records  of  cruelty  un- 
paralleled in  the  annals  of  tyranny,  without  stford- 
ing  a  clear  pifture  of  the  horror,  diftraftion,  and 
deiblation  which  pervaded  the  country.  Who  fhall 
in  future  times  obtain  belief  when  he  relates  the 
cruelties  and  aflalli  nations  praftifed  at  Lyons,  Mar- 
feilles,  Nantz,  and  in  la  Vendee ;  the  horrible  joy 
with  which  the  national  convention  applauded  and 
repeated  the  revolutionary  jokes  of  the  affaffins  and 
encouraged  their  bloody  progrefs ;  and  the  indif- 
ference with  which  that  body  fuffered  their  own 
members  to  be  fnatched  from  them,  and  the  ciu- 
zens  of  Paris  faw  their  relations  and  friends  daily 
configned  to  the  executioner  by  wretches,  who 
outraged  juflice  by  an  utter  contempt  of  all  forms 
of  jurifprudential  proceeding,  and  humanity  by  the 
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fevage  indifference,  and  even  affefted  pleafantry  with 
which  they  comihitted  their  murders  ^  ?     Will  it  be 
believed,  that  the  wives  and  children  of  innocent 
prifoners,  when  they  went  to  the  houfes  of  deputies, 
to  folicit  in  their  behalf,  were  turned  to  indecent 
ridicule,  and  compelled  to  drink  and  dance '  ?     Will 
it  be  believed,  that  in  one  of  the  departments,  all 
the   unmarried  young   women,   and   even   all   the 
children  of  a  town,  down  to  feven  years  old,  were 
compelled  to  march  in  proceflion  to  the  Temple  of 
Reafon,  and  take  an  oath  never  to  marry  any  but 
true   republicans'?     "  The    complete   portrait  of 
Robefpierre*s   political  life    (fays  Freron)  is  re- 
ferved  for  hiftory,  but  we  may  now  briefly  touch 
upon  the  oppreflion  which  he  extended'  over  us, 
**  and  over  all  the  republic.     How,  in  a  fociety  of 
brothers  and  friends,  a  word,  a  gefture  of  his 
was   fufEcient   to  procure  any   man's  expulfion 
from  the  Jacobin  club,  and  how  the  man  who  was 
**  (truck  out  from  the  lift  of  that  fociety,  was  foon 
"  ftruck  out  from  the   lift  of  the  living.      How, 
^*  under  the  pretence  of  a  revolutionary  govern- 
ment, he  artfully  contrived  to  fet  the  convention 
above  principles,  the  two  committees  above  the 
convention,  the  committee  of  public  fafety  above 
the  committee  of  general  fafety,  and  himfelf  above 
the  committee  of  public  fafety.     How,  in  this 
hall,  to  deliver  an  opinion  contrary  to  that  of 
Robefpierie,    was   to  obtain   a   paflport   to  the 
guillotine;    how  he  filled  all  the   prifons   with 
*'  excellent  republicans ;  how  he  corrupted  the  re- 
"  volutionary  tribunal,  where  judgments  of  death 
**  were  pronounced  in  terms  of  jocularify  \*' 

To  what  did  all  this  tend,  or  what  were  the  fpe-'  Pf """«"- 
cific  objefts  of  his  views  ?  becomes  a  natural  queftion.  hiHi^ws 

y  Seepages,  voKii.  p.  191. 

"*•  Briflfot  a  IcsCommcttans,  p.  {4. 

*  Tench's  Correfpondence,  p.  118. 

^  Speech  on  ihe  Liberty  of  the  Prefs.     See  Debates,  Aug.  1794. 
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He  has  been  acciifed  by  fome  of  a  confpiracy  with 
the  combined  powers  to  difmember  France;   by 
others  of  royalifm,  or  a  view  to  reftore  fome  branch 
of  the  royal  family ;  but  either  of  thefe  imputations 
becomes  incredible  when  the  fuccefs  of  the  meafures 
in  war  which  he  fandHoned,  and  the  unabating  aver* 
fion  he  conftantly  kept  alive  againil  royalty  are 
confidered.     It  is  averred  that  he  meant  to  aflume 
the  royal  dignity  himfelf,  either  as  king>  or  under 
fome  other  name  \  and  that  he  had  privately  vifited 
the  princefs  royal  in  prifon,  with  an  intention  to  fet 
her  at  liberty,  and  marry  her  ^ ;  but  this  and  many 
other  reports  I  coniider  as  mere  inventions  of  the 
triumphant  party,  and  not  entitled  to  credit.    His 
ambition  was  abundantly  gratified  by  the  exalted 
iituation  to  which  he  was  raifed,  and  in  which  he 
might  have  fecured  himfelf  by  relaxing,  after  the 
deftruftion  of  his  opponents,  the  fyftem  of  terror ; 
but  this  was  fo  far  from  the  cafe,  that  to  his  laft 
hour  his  thirft  for  blood  feems  to  have  grown  more 
and  more  infatiable.     Avarice  had  no  fhare  in  his 
compofition,    for  though  he  permitted  the  moft 
iniquitous   peculation    in  his  inferior  agents,    his 
hands  were  clean,    and  he  died  yrithout  having 
amaffed  any  property '*•     Luxury  had  few  charms 
for  him;  he  was  refined  rather  than otherwife  in 
his  taftes,  but  fo  moderate  in  his  enjoyments  as  to 
acquire  the  name  of  the  French  Cato  *.     What  then 
/  had  he  in  view  ?  Nothing ;  abfolutely  nothing  deter- 

minate. Pulhed  on  by  accident,  not  contrivance, 
raifed  by  the  fortuitous  occurrences  of  the  times, 
^nd  by  explofions  prepared  by  other  men,  to  an  un- 
expeded  eminence,  power  h^id  the  ufual  effedou 

«  Pages,  vol.ii.  p.  407. 

'  He  is  faid  tp  have  encouraged  the  peculation  of  his  inferior  afentt, 
that  he  might  be  enabled,  at  any  timcy  to  effeft  their  deitni^lion. 
Suite  (le  i'Etat  de  la  France,  p.  34. 

f  He  it  faid  to  havf  b^en  addi^ed  to  lic^uor.  See  TenchH  Cone^ 
*  fpondcDcei  p.  19(1. 
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him  in  drawing  forth  the  latent  propenfities  of  the 
lieart.     He  was   ungrateful,  jealous,  envious,  and 
timid;  and  to  thefe  qualities,  whetted  by  the  fenfeof  the 
perilous  ftate  in  which  he  flood,  muft  be  attributed  all 
the  terrible  fcenes  which  marked  his  reign  ^     Blood 
^pi^as  become  his  element,  and  he  caufed  the  effufion 
as  neceflary  to  his  exiftence.     Talents,  virtue,  birth, 
wealth,  excited  in  him  envy  or  fear,  and  marked 
out  their  poifeflbrs  to  his  fury.     Surrounded  with 
men  devoted  to  crimes,  and  whofe  ruin  muft  have 
produced  his  own,  he  fought  in  the  continuance  of 
anarchy  and  profcription,   the  perpetuation  of  his 
own  power  and  fafety.  Crimes  were  become  familiar 
to  him ;  and  the  depraved  propenfities  of  his  heart 
being  aroufed,  he  no  longer  knew  any  bounds  to 
his  defire  of  blood*     The  whole  period  of  his  exalt- 
ation afforded  no  one  inftance,  except  in  the  field,    ' 
which  was  honourable  to  the  nation.     The  requi- 
fitlon,  and  rifing  in  a  mafs,  an  idea  of  the  moft 
extenfive  fublimity,  was  converted  into  an  engine  of 
cppreffion ;  the  maximum^  that  abominable  offspring 
of  tyranny  and  folly,  was  a  fource  of  endlefs  rapa- 
city, plunder,    profcription,   deterioration  of  pro- 
vifion,  and  famine.     Religion,  that  correftor  of  the 
human  heart,  that  confoling  panacea  for  every  mental 
wound,  was  profcribed ;   the  torpid  dodrine  that 
'^  Death  is  an  eternal  fleep,'*  publicly  avowed,  ex- 
tended  its  influence,  and  blighted  every  affeftion 
and  every  principle.     There  never  was  known,  in 
the  annals  of  man,  a  period  where  the  want  of 
virtue  was  encouraged  as  a  public  boaft;    where 
Hypocrify  dreffed  herfelf  in  the  charafter  of  Vice 
inftead  of  its  oppolite ;  yet  this  phacnomenon  dit 

f  Necker  fayt  of  him,  **  No  one  hitherto  has  difclofed  the  referred 
*'  fecrets  of  this  unparalleled  tyrant ,  no  one  has  unveiled  the  dark 
'<  combinations  of  his  mind  ;  thus  the  fyiUm  of  his  ambition,  the 
**  limit  of  his  hopes^  have  remained  to  be  guclFed  at  \  and  perhaps  it 
**  IS  of  confequence  to  the  honour  of  human  nature  to  confider  him  as 
'*  a  preternatural  being,  with  whom,  even  frum  itudy  and  obfervation^ 
**  the  mind  can  enter  into  no  affinity.** 
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linguifiied  the  reign  of  Robefpierre.      Every  one 
v^ho  valued  his  own  fafety  was  forced  to  applaud  and 
repeat  fentiments  which  made  his  blood  run  cold ; 
and  many  who  had  incurred  fufpicion  were  obliged 
to  boaft  of  aftions  they  had  never  committed,  and 
at  which  their  hearts  recoiled.     How  could  it  be 
otherwife  when  informing,  treachery,  calumny,  and 
aflaffination  were  erefted  into  virtues ;  when  the  fen- 
timents of  nature  were  carefully  extinguifbed,  and 
fury,  perfidy,  and  inhumanity  lighted  up  in  their 
ftead.     The  feryant  denounced  his  mafter,  the  friend 
betrayed  his  friend,  brothers  accufed  their  brothers, 
fathers  their  fons,  and  children  their  parents ;  they 
were  applauded,  and  received  the  homages  of  their 
-corrupted  country.     Men  of  genii^s  and  talents  in 
every  clafs  excited  the  rage  of  the  tyrant,  they  were 
claffed  as  a  new  ariftocracy ;  it  could  not,  in  every 
inftance,  be  fear  which  occafioned  this  fentiment; 
men  of  letters  might  have  unfolded  and  held  him  up 
to  deteftation,  but  what  had  he  to  fear  from  artifts, 
chymifts,    and  the  aftors  of  the  theatre  Fratifois  ? 
It  was  envy,  the  bafe  offspring  of  a  cold,  contracted 
heart,  afted  upon  by  the  recolleftion  of  difappoint- 
ment  in  one  of  the  roads  to  celebrity.     The  nobles 
were,  in  the  mofl:  wanton  manner,   confined  and 
moved  from  prifon  to  prifon  ;  every  avenue  to  the 
city  prefented  the  difgufting  fpeftacle  of  one  or  more 
tart-loads  of  thefe  unfortunate  perfonages  of  both 
fexes  and  of  every  age,  from  infancy  to  extreme  old 
age,  exempt  from  a  charge  of  crime,  tied  with  their 
hands  behind  them,  and  expofed  to  the  heat  of  the 
fun,  the  fury  of  the  elements,   or  the  ftill  more 
diftreffing  outrages  of  the  hordes  of  revolutionary 
banditti,    who  loaded  them  with  every  difgufting 
infult   language  can  fupply.      The  inhabitants  of 
Paris  were  daily  fliocked  with  the  fight  of  cart-loads 
of  perfons  fimilarly  bound,  going  to  the  guillotine; 
this  infernal  objeft  took  away  the  pleafure  of  their 
|)eft  walk,  reddened  their  Arrets  with  the  gore  which 
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adhered  to  the  fhoes  of  thofe  who  had  direfled  their 
fteps  near  the  place  where  it  was  ereded,  and  ihed 
human  blood  in  fuch  profufion,  that  the  earth  being 
incapable  of  abforbing  it  all,  it  ran  to  difcolour  the 
waters  of  the  Seine*  The  night  was  no  lefs  terrible 
than  the  day,  for  befides  the  dread  of  domiciliary 
vifits,  of  plunder  and  afTailination,  thofe  whom  ill- 
nefs  or  accident  kept  awake  were  alarmed  with  the 
noife  of  carts  carrying  people  to  fome  of  the  prifons, 
which  ,  were  now  to  be  found  in  every  ftreet,  and 
from  one  to  the  other  of  which  the  pnfoners  were 
conveyed  in  the  mod  outrageous  and  wanton  manner. 
The  guillotine  leemed  to  fuperfede  or  prefide  over 
every  thought ;  even  the  women  are  faid  to  have 
given  to  their  babes,  inftead  of  a  coral,  a  machine  ^ 
which  reprefented  the  action  of  that  inftrument,  and 
the  falling  of  the  human  head  under  its  flroke. 
The  paffage  of  the  condemned  through  the  ftreets 
to  the  guillotine  was  embittered  by  every  farcafm 
and  infult  brutality  and  malice  could  fuggeft^ 
and  it  was  not  uncommon  to  fee  children  of  twelve 
years  old  fucking  the  blood  which  trickled  from  the 
fatal  machine  ^. 

The  expences  of  government  were  incalculable.  Expenceof 
The  fabrication  of  affignats  was  fo  great,  that  the  g°*''''«>- 
daily  confumption  of  paper  for  them  alone  amounted 
to  fix  thoufand  reams  **.     The  committees  of  furveil- 
lance,  thofe  abominable  hods  of  fpies  and  robbers, 
were  maints^ned  at  an  expence  of  near  thirty4wo  miU 
lions  of  pounds  Jierling  a^year  *:     Thefe  were  but  the 
lead  confiderable  parts  of  the  public  expenditure ; 
the  convention,  the  armies,  the  navy,  all  other  de- 
partments were  adminiftered  with  equal  prodigality. 
The  people  were  expofed  to  all  the  miferies  of  fa-Mifoiyof 
ipine  J  commerce  was  annihilated,  and  induftry  fup-  '*^*  peopi«. 
preiTed:  the  pofleilion  of  wealth  was  certain  de- 

f  Etat  de  h  France,  p.  77. 

^  Tench's  Coricfpondepce,  p.  177.  >  Idem,  p.  1S9. 
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ftrudion,  as  Robefpierre  had  been  known  to.  de« 
clare,  that  he  did  not  think  it  neceffary  for  the  rich* 
eft  man  in  the  republic  to  poflefs  more  than  three 
thoufand  livres  (131 /•  5s.)  a-year*'.    The  holding 
,     any  of  the  neceflaries  of  life  fubjefted  the  citizen  to 
the  infults  of  revolutionary  plunderers,  and  the  hor- 
rors of  a  breach  of  the  law  of  maximum.     Humanity 
fhudders  at  hearing  the  diftreiles  to  which  the  poor 
were  reduced ;  there  was  in  Paris  a  general  want  of 
bread,  meat,  milk,  eggs,  and  even  fuel.     The  de- 
preciated paper-money  would  not  afford  a  fufficiency 
of  thefe  articles  to  fupport  the  wives  and  families  of 
the   labourers,    and   the   difEculties    fullained   by 
the  poor  furpafs  defcription  and    belief.      When 
they    complained     of     diftrefs    at    home,     they 
were  directed  to  turn  their  thoughts  towards  the 
glories  of  the  armies  of  the  republic,  to  fuffer  with 
patience  for  the  good  of  the  country,  and  to  impofe 
on  themfelves  voluntary  fafts,  or  civic  lents.    Far 
more  harfh  treatment  awaited  them  if  they  uttered  a 
complaint  on  the  fubjeft  of  their  profcribed  or  im- 
prifoned  relatives :  a  deputation  of  women,  in  con- 
fiderable  number,  came  one  day  to  the  convention, 
to  folicit  the  enlargement  of  parents,  fons,  or  huf- 
bands,  {hatched  from  them  and  buried  in  dungeons. 
Their  tears,  the  eloquent  language  of  nature,  which 
fbftened  the  tribunes  into  filence,  only  increafed  the 
fury  of  Robefpierre;   he  accufed  them  of  arifto- 
cracy  ;  of  a  wifli  to  oppofe  the  progrefs  of  the  revo- 
lution, by  enervating  the  meafures  of  the  convention. 
After  hearing  thefe,  and  many  more  brutalities,  they 
were  difmifled  to  devour  their  chagrin  in  retire- 
ment. 
A  party         Jn  the  latter  part  of  his  life,  Robefpierre  Teems 
agaTrJft      gradually  to  have  loft  fight  of  all  his  cunning,  to 
Robef-      have  forgot  the  means  to  which  he  owed  his  eleva- 
picrre.      ^^^^  ^^^  intoxicated  by  a  plenitude  of  power,  to 

^  Pages,  Tol.  li.  p.  5p6« 

have 
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have  addlded  himfelf  without  referve  to  his  moft 
ferocious  propeniities,  regardlefs  of  the  public  opi- 
nion, and  indifferent  to  the  cenfures  of  his  colleagues* 
An   oppofition  from  any  of  them  was,  as  Freron 
faidy  a  paflport  to  the  fcaffbid  ;  but  on  the  flighted 
hint  of  a  contrariety  of  opinion,  he  gave  way  to  the 
▼ioience  of  his  temper,  and  overwhelmed  them  with 
the   coarfeft  abufe.      His   ingratitude  or  fear  tri- 
umphed over  his  judgment  in  the  deftruftion  of 
Danton,  his  conftant  friend  and  defender,  and  the 
principal  engine  of  his  elevation;  Camille  Defmou- 
lins,    and  Fabre  d'Eglantine,  to  whom   he  owed 
much  of  his  popularity.     The  execution  of  thefc 
deputies  alarmed  the  reft;   Danton  had  a  ftrong 
party  in  his  interefts,  and  tbefe  reinforced  by  others, 
whom  fear,  jealoufy,  or  honefty  united  againft  the 
tyrant,  formed  a  confpiracy  which  at  laft  freed  their 
country  from  the  fcourge  of  his  exiftence.     This 
talk   was  attended  with  difficulty  and  danger  appa- 
rently infurmountable ;   the  power  of  Robefpierre 
exceeded  that  of  any  monarch  in  Europe  ;   the  Ja** 
cobins  were  entirely  devoted  to  him,  and  by  means 
of  their  affiliated  focieties,  fpread  their  fentiments  all 
over  France ;    the  ftaff"  and  principal  officers  of  the 
national  guard  were  of  his  own  appointing,  and  the 
major  part  of  the  artillery  of  the  capital  was  at  his 
difpofal ;    the   commune  of  Paris  was  fervilely  de- 
voted to  his  commands,  and  many  of  them  were 
judges  of  the  revolutionary  tribunal.      That  ex- 
ecrable court,  together  with  the  revolutionary  com- 
mittees, and  his  legions  of  armed  ruffians,  infured 
the  fubjedtion  of  Paris,  and  the  in^uence  of  that 
city  extended  over  the  remainder  of  France.     The 
members  of  the  committee  of  public  fafety,  in  their 
reports  to   the  convention,   loaded  him  with   the 
moft  exaggerated  praifes,  and  the  joumalifts  extolled 
him  above  all  the  heroes  of  antiquity.     Wherever 
he  went  he  was  furrounded  by  a  crowd  of  officious 
Satterers^  who  attended  to  every  one  of  his  motions, 

9  and 
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and  feemed  to  place  their  whole  happinefs  in  his  fmile. 
The  Jacobins  had  given  him  the  title  of  incorruptible^ 
and  this  was  generally  annexed  to  his  name.     He  re- 
ceived numerous  addreffes  from  the  departments, 
in  which  all  the  modes  and  expreffions  of  adulation 
were  exhaufted.     He  was  ftyled,  "  the  glorious, 
*'  incorruptible  Robefpierre,  who  covers  the  republic 
"  by  his  virtues  and  talents,  as  with  a  fhield ;  who 
"  joins  to  the  felf-denial  of  a  Spartan  or  Roman  of 
**  early  date,  the  eloquence  of  an  Athenian.     Even 
"  the  tendernefs  and  humanity  of  his  difpofition 
"  were  praifed !     One  man  congratulated  himfelf 
**  on  a  perfonal  refemblance  to  him  ;  and  another, 
**  at  the  diftance  of  fix  hundred  miles,  declared  he 
**  was  haftening  to  Paris  to  feaft  his  eyes  with  a 
**  fight  of  him.     He  was  compared,  not  by  an  in- 
**  dividual,  but  by  a  body  of  people,  to  the  Mef- 
**  fiah,  announced  by  the  Supreme  Being  as  the 
**  reformer  of  all ,  things  ;  and  afterwards,  he  was 
**  faid  to  manifeft  himfelf,  like  the  Almighty,  by 
•*  miracles.      On  fome  occafion  a  Te  Deum  was 
**  performed  for  him,  the  burthen  of  which  was 
"  Vive  Robefpierre — vive  la  Repnblique  \^** 
sjd  May      The  enthufiafm  of  admiration  and  fervile  adula- 
So'^orcd   ^^^^  ^^^  carried  to  its  extremeft  height  by  a  re* 
airempt  to  ported  plot  to  aifaffinate  him,  entered  into  by  a  wo-* 
^amiiate  inan  of  the  name  of  Cecile  Regnaud,  and  a  man 
named  Amiral.     The  only  fafts  proved  againft  the 
woman  were,  that  fhe  demanded  to  fee  Robefpierre 
with  impatience  and  haughtinefs,  and  faid  fhe  wifhed 
to  know  how  a  tyrant  was  made.     Amiral  had  at- 
tempted to  piftol  CoUot  d'Herbois.     Regnaud  "  was 

guillotined 

1  Tenches  Correrpondence,  p.  194.  From  Courtois*  report  of  x6  Ni- 
vofe  (5th  January). 

»  AiMEE  Cecilb  Regnault  or  Rbgnavd,  was  daughterof  a 
ftationer,  living  in  rui  la  Lanteme,  in  the  fe^lion  of  /a  Cit/.  From  her 
conduct  fiie  appears  to  have  been  deranged  in  her  intellects.  She  went 
to  the  houfe  wher^  Robefpierre  refided,  and  demanded  to  fee  him: 
being  informed  be  was  not  at  home>  (he  anfwered^  it  was  ?erjr  aftoniih- 
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guillotined  together  with  her  father,  mother,  and 
aunt,  who,  without  proof,  were  adjudged  to  be  ac-. 
complices  in  her  plot.  This  circumftance  afforded 
the  fanguinary  tyrant  a  plea  for  accelerating  his 
courfe  in  the  race  of  blood ;  he  was  diffatisfied  with 
the  tardinefs  of  the  revolutionary  tribunal,  which, 
though  it  deftroyed  fifty  or  threefcore  a-day,  with 
no  form  of  trial,  or  any  ceremony  fave  that  of  call- 


ing that)  at  a  public  fuoAionary,  he  was  not  at  home.    PofleflTing  fuch 
a  place  ai  he  did^  he  ought  always  to  be  at  home  and  ready  to  fee 
thofe  who  htid  bufinefs  wiih  him.   l  he  purport  of  thefe  words  alarmed 
Dup!ai»  the  mafler  of  the  houfe,  who  immediately  apprehended  and 
carriid  her  before  the  committee  of  public  fafety.  In  their  way  flie  ob- 
served that,  during  the  old  government,  the  king  was  always  acciiTible; 
and  that  flie  would  flied  the  lad  drop  of  her  blood  to  have  a  king  again. 
Jitfing  »(ked  by  the  committee  if  fhe  had  ufed  the  above  exprcflionst 
(he  readily  acknowledged  them ;  and  added,  that  there  were  then  in 
France  fifty  thoufand  tyrants,  and  (he  wanted  to  fee  how  a  tyrant  wat 
made.     On  this  Ihe  was  committed  to  the  Conciergerie,  together  with 
ber  father,  mother,  and  aunt.     She  underwent  another  examination, 
during  which  (he  repeated  her  former  nfTertion^ :  her  inquifitcrs  wante4 
her  to  add  that  (he  went  to  Robefpierre's  houfe  in  confequence  of  a 
confptracy  to  afTiinnate  him,  and  threatened  that  if  ihe  did  notconfeft 
it,  all  her  family  fliould  Ai^er.     She  peiTiAed,  neverthelefsf  in  deny- 
ing any  fuch  intention.     Anew  fpecifts  of  torture  for  the  difcovery 
of  truth  was  invented  by  thefe  faprent  inveftigators  :  as  CcciU  was  in 
the  prime  of  youth,  in  her  twentieth  year,  very  handfome,  and  dreffecl 
with  care  and  neatnefs,  they  had  her  clothes  taken  from  her,  and  after 
making  her  put  on  fqualid  rags  in  their  ftead,  renewed  their  interro« 
gatory  :  ihe  perfevered  in  her  denial  of  the  confpiracy,  and  with  con« 
iiderable  effeft  rallied  her  examiners  on  the  abfurdity  of  their  expert* 
snent.     She  was  then  transferred  to  the  revolutionary  tribunal,  and 
put  to  the  bar,  together  with  Amiral,  her  own  relations,  and  upwards 
of  threefcore  perfons  befide,  moft  of  whom  had  been  in  prifon  fix 
months  before,  and  had  never  feen  or  heard  of  her.    The  jury,  oa 
bearing  their  names  called  over,  declared  themfelves  fufficiently  in« 
llru^ed,  and  pronounced  fentenceof  death  on  the  whole  party,  dxty- 
nine  in  number,  without  hearing  evidence  or  defence^  they  were  all 
guillotined  the  sfih  of  May.     Her  two  brothers,  who  were  fight- 
ing on  the  frontier,  were  arrcfled,   loaded  with  chains^  and  lent  to 
Paris }  but  before  the  executioners  had  time  to  bellow  their  attention 
on  them,  the  revolution  of  the  a7th  of  July  depiived  them  of  iheir 
murderous  power.     There  is  no  doubt  bi^  infanity  muft  have  been 
the  caufe  of  this  unfortunate  young  woman*s  proceeding ;  that  ihe 
was  not  emulous  of  imitating  Charlotte  Corday  appears  by  her  going 
unprovided  with  offenfive  weapons  ;  that  (he  did  not  expefl  impunity 
appears  by  ber  having  f  urnifhrd  herfelf  with  a  bundle  of  linen,  exprp fsljr 
tecaufe  it  would  be  ufeful  to  her  in  pri/bn» 
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itlg  orcf  their  names,  feemed  too  flow  for  thd 
rapidity  of  his  deftruftive  defires ;  it  was  propofed 
at  the  Jacobin  club  to  kill  three  thoufand  a-day  with 
grape-(hot,  till  the  prifons  fhould  be  emptied ;  and 
orders  were  aftually  given  for  enlarging  the  court  of 
the  rerolutionary  tribunal,  fo  diat  two  or  three  hun* 
dred  perfons  might  be  difpatched  at  once.  Whether 
his  fears  of  afiailination  were  real  or  affected,  he 
made  ufe  of  the  reports  raifed  on  the  fubjefl:  to 
15th  May.  gratify  his  vanity  as  well  as  his  cruelty ;  he  made  a 
pompous  fpeech  in  the  convention,  wherein  he  ex- 
aggerated the  magnitude  of  his  fervices  and  dangers, 
and  challenged  the  gratitude  of  his  cotemporaries^ 
and  the  admiration  of  pofterity.  He  alfo  made  ufe 
of  it  to  a  purpofe  dill  more  deteftable ;  to  obtain  the 
decree  for  giving  nq^quarter  to  Englifli  or  Hano- 
verian prifoners  "• 
tth  Jane.  In  the  midft  of  the  horrors  he  excited,  of  the 
honwof  executions  with  which  he  enfanguined  his  native 
the  Su-  land,  hardened  againft  the  impreffions  of  felf-abhop 
£^M£.  re^c^5  which  a  confcioufnefs  of  his  unrelenting 
favagenefs  ought  to  have  infpired,  Robefpierre  had 
the  mcredible  afTurance  to  propofe  a  feftival  in  ho- 
nour of  the  Supreme  Being,  that  creative  power, 
who  even  in  the  majefty  of  offended  juftice,  dejtretb 
not  the  death  of  a  ftnner^  and  to  propofe  himfelf  ad 
high-priefl  on  the  occafion.  In  a  prepared  fpeech, 
replete  with  affeftation,  he  afferted,  as  if  it  were  a 
difcovery  of  his  own,  the  exiftence  of  a  Deity,  and 
the  immortality  of  the  foul ;  and  enforced  the  doc- 
trine with  thofe  trite  topics  which  would  hardly  be 
thought  worthy  to  fill  a  page  of  a  fchool-boy's  exer- 
cife,  expreffed  in  all  the  florid  pompofity  of  felf- 
conceit,  and  uttered  in  the  complacent  accents  of 
felf-^applaufe.      This  feftival  aftually  took  place; 

n  For  an  account  of  Cecile  Regnault*t  apprehenfion  and  examin- 
ation, fee  Jordan's  Political  State,  vol.  vi.  p.  46a.  9  Mifa  WillianM's 
Letters  in  I?94>  vol.ii.  p.  66.;  New  Annual  Regifter  for  17941 
p.  3C6. 5  Playtiir'a  Hiftorj  of  Jncobinifm,  p.  637, 
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David  the  painter  arranged  the  order  of  the  proi* 
ceifion,  the  decorations  of  the  altar,  the  ornaments 
of  the  houfes,  and  the  whole  Jpeitacle  of  the  Chamfi 
de  Mars.  The  following  animated  and  accurate  de- 
fcription  of  it  is  taken  from  the  Letters  of  Mifs  Wil- 
liams ^  "  David,  ever  ready  to  fulfil  the  mandates 
^'  of  his  mailer,  Robefpierre,  fleps  forth,  marfliaU 
^^  the  proceffion,  and,  like  the  herald  in  Othello, 
**  orders  every  man  to  put  himfelf  into  triumph  !— 
*'  At  this  fpot,  by  David's  command,  the  mothers 
'^  are  to  embrace  then:  daughters — at  that,  the 
**  fathers  are  to  clafp  their  fons — here  the  old  are  to 
^'  blefs  the  young,  and  there  the  young  are  to  kneel 
"  to  the  old — upon  this  boulevard  the  people  are  to 
**  fmg— upon  that,  they  muft  dance— at  noon  they 
"  muft  liften  in  filence,  and  at  fun-fet  they  muft 

"  rend  the  air  with  acclamations.-^ The  citizens 

'<  of  Paris  had  been  invited,  and  the  invitation 
^'  amounted  to  a  command,  to  decorate  their  houfes 
**  in  honour  of  the  feftival.  Accordingly  Paris  on 
**  that  morning,  lighted  up  by  brilliant  fun-fhine, 
*'  prefented  the  moft  gay  and  charming  fpedacle 
**  imaginable.  Woods  had  been  robbed  of  their 
*'  fhade,  and  gardens,  to  the  extent  of  fome  leagues, 
•*  rifled  of  their  fweets,  in  order  to  adorn  the  city- 
•*  The  walls  of  every  houfe  were  covered  with  luxu- 
^  riant  wreathes  of  oak  and  laurel  blended  with 
**  flowers;  civic  crowns  were  interwoven  with 
<^  national  ribbands ;  three-coloured  flags  waved 
^  over  every  portal ;  and  the  whole  was  arranged 
•'  with  that  light  and  airy  grace  which  belongs  to 
♦*  Parifian  fancy.  The  women  wore  garlands  of 
**  frefh-blown  rofes  in  their  hair,  and  held  branches 
*^  of  palm  or  laurel  in  their  hands  ;  the  men  placed 
^  oaken  boughs  in  their  hats,  and  children  ftrewed 
**  the  viray>with  violets  and  myrtle.  The  repre- 
^*  fentatives  of  the  people  had  large  three-coloured 
^^  plumes  in  their  hats,  national  fcarfs  thrown  acrofs 

^  Letters,  in  X794-»  ToLii.  p.  S6. 

"  their 
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**  their  flioulders,  and  nofegays  of  blended  wheat " 
^^  ears,  fruits,  and  flowers  in  their  hands,  as  fymbols 


**  of  their  miffion.  A  great  amphitheatre  was 
raifed  on  the  garden  oF  the  Thuilleries  imme'^ 
diately  before  the  palace,  now  the  feat  of  the 
convention.  Upon  a  tribune  in  the  centre  of 
the  theatre,  Robefpierre,  as  prefident  of  the  con- 
vention, appeared ;  and  having  for  a  few  hours 
difencumbered  the  fquare  of  the  revolution  of  the 
guillotine,  this  high-prieft  of  Moloch,  within 
view  of  that  very  fpot  where  his  daily  facrifice  of 
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•*  human  viftims  was  offered  up,  covered  virith  their 
**  blood,  invoked  the  Parent  of  univerfal  nature, 
**  talked  of  the  charms  of  virtue,  and  breathed  the 
•*  hope  of  immortality.  When  the  foul  fiend  had 
**  finilhed  this  impious  mockery,  he  defcended  from 
**  the  tribune,  and  walked  with  great  folemnity 
**  towards  a  grotefque  kind  of  monument  that  was 
**  raifed  upon  the  bafon  in  the  front  of  the  palace, 
•*  which  had  been  covered  over  for  that  purpofe. 
*'  On  this  monument  was  placed  a  mif-fhapen  arid 
"  hideous  figure,  with  afs's  ears,  which  for  fome 
**  hours  ferved  as  an  enigma  to  the  gaping  crowd, 
**  who  knew  not  how  to  account  for  this  Angular 
•*  appearance ;  till  Robefpierre  having  fet  fire  to 
**  this  image  of  deformity,  which  was  declared  to  be 
**  the  fymbol  of  atheifm,  its  cumbrous  drapery 
^*  fuddenly  vaniflied,  and  a  fair  and  majeftic  form 
**  was  diicovered,  emblematical  of  wtfdom  and 
**  philofophy.  Atheifm  being  thus  happily  de- 
**  ftroyed,  the  convention,  attended  by  a  numerous 
**  proceffion  of  people,  and  preceded  by  triumphal 
**  cars  and  banners,  marched  to  the  Champ  de  Mars^ 
^'  where,  with  much  toil  and  coft,  a  rocky  mountain 
••  had  been  reared,  upon  whofe  lofty  fummit  the 
**  tyrant  and  his  attendants  climbed,  and  from 
*'  whence  he  once  more  harangued  the  people  j 
**  and  the  feftival  clofed  with  hymns  and  choral 
*'  fongs  in  honour  of  the  Supreme  Being.*' 

While 
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While  rthis  execrable  monfter,  by  this  facrilegious  Hiaimpro- 
ccremony,  feemed  to  place  himfelf  point-blank  in  the  j^"^^^"" 
very  aim  of  the  vengeance  of  an  offended  Deity  y 
while  making  his  puerile  harangue,  he  waved  in  on^ 
of  his  blood-ftained  hands  a  nofegay,  in  the  other  his 
hat :  doubtlefs  many  who  had  to  require  of,  him  the 
blood  of  parents,  children^  relations,  and  friends^ 
lifted  up  their  hands  to  the  God  he  profaned  in 
ardent  and  pious  ejaculation  for  an  emanation  of 
divine  wrath  to  rid  the  earth  of  its  greateft  peft* 
Their  prayers  were  heard ;  from  that  day  he  feems 
to  have  ftood  marked  as  a  perfon  on  whom  the 
ftroke  of  Death  was  ready  to  defcend.  In  the  pro* 
grefs  of  the  feftival,  he  gave  much  offence  by  affed- 
ing  to  walk  at  the  head,  and  at  fome  diftance  from 
his  colleagues.  He  had  put  them  out  of  temper  by 
a  childifli  difplay  of  vanity  in  keeping  them  and 
the  impatient  fpedators  waiting  two  hours  after  the 
appointed  time  before  he  made  his  appearance.  A 
feeble  attempt  was  made  by  fome  of  his  mofl  refolute 
partifens  to  raife  a  cry  of  "  Vive  RobefpierreP*  but 
it  was  not  re-echoed  by  the  multitude. 

The  motives  of  Robefpierre's  conduft  during  the  Efforts  ©f 
latter  part  of  his  life  are  involved  in  a  confiderable  ncnti!^* 
degree  of  obfcurity,  they  form  a  riddle  which  it  is 
not  eafy  to  folve.  The  power  he  already  poffeffed 
fo  extenfive,  fo  apparently  ftable,  left  him  nothing 
to  defire,  unlefs  it  were  a  greater  name,  as  that  of 
king,  dictator,  proteftor,  or  perpetual  prefidentj 
but  to  have  attained  that  end  it  was  neceffary  to 
have  conciliated  the  affeftions  of  the  people,  by  re- 
mitting  in  fome  degree  the  operation  of  terror.  So 
far  was  he  from  doing  this,  that  every  day  pre- 
fented  an  enlarged  lift  of  viftims  to  his  rage  for 
blood,  and  meafures  were  iii  agitation  to  increafe 
fliil  more  the  exterminating  power  of  the  revolu- 
tionary tribunal.  If  his  own  fafety  prompted  him 
to  meafures  fo  deftruftive,  he  ought  not  to  have 
remained  fo  long  as  he  did  indifferent  to  the  move- 
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ments  of  the  junto  he  faw  formmg  in  the  convene 
tion  againft  him.    It  is  faid  that  a  party,  headed  by 
Bentabole, .  and    confiding  of    CoUot    d'HerboiSy 
Vadier,  and  Tallien,  had  been  leagued  together  for 
fome  months,  afid  that  thefe  men  had  reTolved,    if 
other  means  failed,  to  aflaffihate  Robefpierre  in  the 
convention ' ;  but  there  is  much  improbability  in  the "" 
loth  June,  account.     Two  days  after  tlie  feftival,  an  abridgment 
of  his  power  took  place,  which  ought  to  have  con- 
vinced him  of  the  decline  of  his  influence,   and 
urged  him  ta  its  re-eftablifhment  by  fome  fpeedy  and 
effe£tual  ftroke.    The  zdi  alluded  to  is  that  which 
deprived  the  committees  of  public  fafety  and  of  gene- 
ral fecurity,  of  the  power  of  fending  members  of  the 
convention  to  trial  before  the  revolutionary  tribunal, 
till  that  body  (hould  have  framed  the  articles  of  their 
accufation.     Robefpierre's  condud  on  this  occaiion 
{hews  the  littlenefs  of  his  mind  ;  incapable  of  pre- 
paring, combining,  and  maturing  a  eonfpiracy,  but 
accuftomed  to  lurk  in  a  recefs  during  the  hurricane, 
and  afterwards  to  come  forward  and  aflume  to 
himfelf  the  credit,  that  he  might  derive  advantage 
from  the  event,  he,  on  this  occafion,  left  the  front 
of  the  battle  to  his  partifans,  and  for  four  decades 
abfented  himfelf  from  the  committees  and  the  con- 
vention.    His  pufiUanimity  confounded  his  parti- 
£ms ;  the  committee  of  general  fecurity  was  inimical 
to  him,  and  he  meditated  their  deftru£tion,  but 
had  not  time  to  effed  it.     In  the  committee  of 
public  fafety  a  ftrong  party  was  formed  againft  him^ 
he  knew  their  intentions,  and  included  their  names 
in  one  of  his  lifts  of  profcription ;  this  Hfl  was  found 
in  the  hands  of  one  of  the  revolutionary  jury  who 
had  been  arretted,  and  by  alarming  the  fears  of 
thofe  whofe  names  were  infcribed  in  it,  accelerated 
the  event  of   an  open  rupture*      The  Jacobins, 
amongft  whom  were  a  great  many  of  the  friends  of 
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Dantoxiy  and  many  confidants  of  the  profcribed  de- 
puties, were  not  cUfpofed  to  enter  into  ail  the  views 
of  Robefpierre  with  fo  much  ardour  as  he  wifhed. 
They  maintained,  on  many  occalions,  a  torpid  in- 
difference, which  drew  on  them  the  reproaches  of 
the  younger  Robefpierre*    The  ingratitude  of  Maxi- 
milian was  now  about  to  be  thoroughly  and  feverely 
punifhed.     The  energy  and  refolution  of  Danton^ 
the  eloquence  of  Caimlle  Defmoulins,  and  the  ad- 
drefs  of  Fabre  d'Eglantine  were  wanting  to  him  in 
this  emergency,  and  very  ill  fupplied  by  the  brutality 
and  inconfideratenefs  of  Henriot,  the  vulgarity  and 
heavy  ignorance  of  Couthon  and  St.  Juft,  and  the 
-negative  alfiftance  and  ftudioufly  concealed  fervices 
of  the  abbe  Syeyes  and  la  Clos  \    Tet  to  triumph 
over  the  tyrant  was  not  matter  of  facility;   the 
habitual  deference  paid  him,  the  ftrength  of  his 
party,  united  by  a  guilty  fear,  and  the  difunion  of 
his  opponents,  occsdioned  by  terror,  rendered  the 
event  of  a  contefl:  extremely  precarious^    He  was 
known  to  poffefs  an  unlimited  influence  over  the  na^ 
tional  guard,  and  the  camps  in  the  vicinity  of  Paris 
were  devoted  to  him.    The  party  in  oppofition  did 
not  know  their  own  ftrength ;  for  many  whp  inwardly 
hated  the  tyrant,  and  faw  in  his  deftruftion  their  only 
hope  of  fatety,  externally  paid  him  the  moft  fervik 
homage,  and,  as  well  in  his  abfence  as  when  he  was 
prefent,  made  his  praifes  their  favourite  theme. 

At  length,  he  himfeif  threw  down  the  gauntlet  i6»fc  U^fn 
of  hqllility.    He  appeared  in  the  tribune  of  the  .^^"J^J.  "* 
convention  after  a  long  feceffion,  and  in  a  prolix^  tttxiQu. 
ill-conne£i:ed  fpeech,  complained  of  the  treatment 
he  received  from  intriguers  and  calumniators,  both 
abroad  and  at  home ;  at  the  head  of  thofe  abroad  he 
placed  the  duke  of  York  and  Pitt;  thofe  at  home  he 
would  not  name,  but  intimated  fo  ftrongly  certain 
JBbembers  of  the  convendon^  that  feveral  rofe  to  ex* 
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culpate  themfelves.  The  other  party,  thus  called 
upon,  were  obliged  to  put  themfelves  in  a  ftate  of 
defence ;  Bourdon  de  TOife  moved  that  the  fpeech 
might  be  referred  to  the  committees  previous  to 
its  being  printed  ;  Cambori  and  Vadier  complained 
of  Robefpierre's  infinuations  againft  them :  Couthon 
defended  Robefpierre,  reprobated  the  fyftem  of  ca- 
lumny which  prevailed,  infifted  that  a  line  of  de- 
marcation fhould  be  drawn  between  the  patriots  and 
the  intriguers,  and  that  the  fpeech  fhould  be  printed 
without  being  referred  to  the  committees.  A  tu- 
multuous debate  enfued,  in  which  Freron  demanded 
the  exemption  of  the  members  from  arreft,  adding, 
that  no  man  could  fpeak  freely  while  influenced  by 
that  fear.  Billaud  de  Varennes  anfwered  him  with 
a  logic  altogether  Angular,  that  he,  whom  fear  hin- 
dered from  delivering  his  opinion,  was  unworthy  the 
title  of  reprefentative  of  the  people.  Barrere  fpoke 
a  few  words  perfeftly  equivocal ;  in  the  end,  how- 
ever, the  matter  took  a  favourable  turn  for  the 
ufurper;  the  printing  of  his  fpeech  was  ordered 
unconditionally.  From  the  convention  he  haflened 
to  read  his  fpeech  at  the  Jacobins,  where  it  excited 
a  general  enthufiafm  in  his  favour.  Couthon  de- 
nounced* the  two  committees  as  traitors ;  Coffinhal 
propofed  the  purification  of  the  convention,  which 
was  well  underflood  to  import  the  deflruftion  of  all 
the  members  except  thofe  devoted  to  his  patron; 
arid  David,  embracing  Robefpierre,  promifed  if  he 
drank  hemlock,  to  drink  it  with  him. 
FaU  f  Kol  ^^^  imminence  of  the  danger  could  not  aroufe 
bcj>ier«.  the  Opponents  of  Robefpierre  to  a  decifive  mode  of 
condudl:.  The  convention  met  the  next  day,  and 
bufmefs  was  proceeding  in  its  ufual  channel,  till 
St.  Jufl,  inftigated  by  his  evil  genius,  afcended  the 
tribune,  and  after  ftating  that  the  committees  of 
government  had  direfted  him  to  make  a  report  on 
.  the  flate  of  the  country,  added,  that  their  remedies, 
were  inefficient  for  the  exifling  grievances,  and  he 
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would  fpeak    to  the  convention  from  bimfelf.— 
Tallien  pulhed  him  from  the  tribune,  complained  of 
the  audacity  of  individuals  in  attacking  government, 
and  demanded  that  the  veil  ihould  be  withdrawn.^-> 
He  was  interrupted  by  Billaud  de  Varennesj  who, 
from  his  feat,  demanded  an  unequivocal  explanation. 
He  ftated  that  the  convention  was  between  two  pre- 
cipices ;  the  public  force  was  in  the  hands  of  a  man 
denounced  by  the  committee,  but  who  was  retained  in 
his  command  by  an  individual — that  individual  had 
for  more  than  a  month  paft  plotted  the  diflblution  of 
the   convention:    that   individual  was  Robefpierre. 
He  deprecated  tyranny,  and  a&ed  if  any  members 
prefent  would  wifli  to  live  under  it.     Robefpierre 
was,  at  firft,  thunderftruck ;  he  afterwards  endea- 
voured to  fpeak,  but  was  prevented  by  the  menaces 
of  Tallien,  who  drawing  a  dagger,  and  brandifhing 
it  in  the  eyes  of  his  colleagues,  feid  he  would  deftroy 
him  with  it  unlefs  the  convention  delivered  him  to 
the  fword  of  juftice.     After  fome  amplification,  he 
moved  that  the  fitting  ihould  be  declared  permanent.  . 
His  efforts  were  feconded  by  Delmas  and  Barrere, 
by  Billaud  and  CoUot  d*Herbois,  who  was  prefident. 
1  hey  obtained  a  decree  for  the  arreftation  of  Hen- 
riot,  d'Aubigni,  Lavalette,  Dufraifle,    all   the  ftaff 
of   the  national  guard,  and  a  man  of  the  name 
of  Sijas;    but  they   had  not   yet  the  courage    to 
arreft  the  tyrant  himfelf.     While  the  prefident  was 
arranging  thefe  decrees,  Robefpierre  got  pofreffion 
of  the  tribune,  but  they  would  not  permit  him  to 
utter   a  word :    **  Down  with  him !    down  with 
**  Cromwell !"  refounded  from  every  quarter.     As 
he  perfevered  in  his  efforts  to  obtain  a  hearing,  a 
member  faid  to  him ;  "  Robefpierre,  you  fhall  not 
fpeak ;  the  blood  of  Danton  is  upon  your  head^ 
it  flows  juito  your  throat,  it  choaks  you.!"    "  Ah, 
ah !  (exclaimed  he  grinding  his  teeth  'and  foam- 
**  ing  with  rage,)  Ah,  ah !  robbers,  it  is  Danton, 
•^  then»'*-^He  was  heard  no  more;  Vadier  inter- 
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rupted  him,  and  made  a  fpeech  wherein  he  unfolded 
his  tyranny  and  all  his  iniquities :  this  blow  com- 
pletely overpowered  him ;  he  caft  a  look  of  piercing 
^dignation  towards  the  Mountain,  and  reproached 
their  defertion  ;  he  is  even  faid,  in  his  extremity,  to 
have  turned  to  the  right  Jide^  to  folidt  their  pro- 
te£lion,  but  in  vain.     Tallien  and  Billaud  poured 
frefh  accufations  on  his  head  with  unceafing  affiduity. 
He  perceived  the  world  Aiding  from  under  him,  and 
that  he  would  be  fpeedily  precipitated  into  the  abyfs 
pf  deftruflion :  *'  Well !  (exclaimed  he  in  a  tone  of 
**  defperation,)  lead  me,  then,  to  inftant  death." 
**  Execrable  monfter !  (exclaimed  Dumont,  with  a 
*'  threatening  gefture,)   thou  haft  deferved  it  an 
^*  hundred  times!*'     TTie  decree  for  his  accufation 
^xras  then  put  and  carried  unanimoufly,  and  Cbuthon 
and  St.  Juft  were  added.     The  younger  Robefpierre 
and  Lebas,  indignant  at  what  was  paffing,  infulted 
the  convention,  and  threatened  fome  of  the  members 
in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  get  included  in  the  decree  o£ 
accufation.     The  officer  who  was  ordered  to  take 
them  into  cuftodv,  and  lead  them  to  the  committee 
of  public  fafety,  imprefTed  with  the  habitual  refpeft 
and  fear  excited  by  the  prefence  of  Robefpierre, 
hefitated  to  obey  the  repeated  commands  of  the  pre- 
fident,  and  would  not  receive  the  prifoners,  till  the 
chief  of  them  made  a  iign  expreffive  of  his  obedience 
to  the  law,  when  they  were  all  led  out. 
CppoCtion      Meantime  the  rumour  of  what  was  doing  in  the 
UruaiVn    convention  fpread  all  over  Paris  ;  Robefpierre's  parti- 
©f  hi&       fans  loft  no  time  in  endeavouring  to  oppofe  the  rifing 
^*'^^*       ftorm.  The  Jacobins  afTembled  in  their  hall,  and  fent 
to  put  the  fedions  of  Paris  in  a  ftate  of  infurreftion* 
The  toc/in  was  fotmded,   the  gr^ve  covered  with 
armed  men,  and  feveral  pieces  of  artillery  planted 
on  th6  Quai  Pelletier,  threatening  the  hall  of  the 
convention ;  the  barriers  were  inut,  and  Henribt, 
who  had  been  arrefted  and  had  efcaped,  was  in* 
defatigable  in  coUedting  an  armed  force  to  refift  the 
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execution  of  the  decree.  The  keepers  of  the  Yarious 
prifons,  participating  in  the  general  dread  excited 
by  his  name,  had  refufed  to  receive  Robefpierre 
and  the  other  deputies,  who  were  fpeedily  refcued 
from  their  guard,  and  havmg  opened  a  fitting  ^  the 
hoteUde-villej  outlawed  the  national  convention. 
After  fpending  much  time  in  debate,  which  con- 
fpirators  of  only  moderate  talents  would  have  em- 
ployed much  more  effedually,  they  fent  a  part  of 
the  armed  force,  and  Henriot  at  their  head,  to  dif* 
folve  the  convention.  But  that  body,  convinced 
that  they  were  ftruggling  for  their  lives,  had  in  the 
time  fq  fooliflily  waued  by  their  opponents,  con- 
certed meafures  againft  them;  Legendre  had  dif- 
perfed  the  Jacobin  club^  feven  deputies  were  fent 
into  the  various  parts  of  the  city  with  a  procla- 
mation, explaining  the  true  ftate  of  thmgs ;  a  decree 
of  outlawry  was  paffed  againft  the  commune,  and 
when  Henriot,  at  the  head  of  his  troop,  made  hii 
a.ppearance  in  the  court-yard  of  the  Tuilleries,  they 
put  him  out  of  the  law  alfo.  The  effed  operated 
like  eledricity  ;  his  foldiers,  panic-ftruck,  refufed  to 
obey  his  orders,  and  the  people  demanded  his 
arreftation;  conftifed  and  abated,  he  haftened  to 
the  hotel^de-villej  and  informed  his  comrades  of  his 
jll-fuccefs.  The  convention,  feeing  the  operation  of 
their  new  engine,  proclaimed  fentence  of  outlawry 
againft  Robefpierre  and  all  his  aflbciates,  and  fet  a 
price  on  their  heads.  The  feven  deputies  had  fuc-  tstb  Juijr^ 
ceeded  in  raifing  a  party  of  the  armed  inhabitants  of 
Paris  in  their  favour,  and  with  thefe,  reinforced  by 
ibme  foldiers,  who  remained  faithful  to  the  national 
reprefentation,  they  found  themfelves  able,  at  about 
three  o'clock  in  the  morning,  to  march  againft  the 
commune,  having  firft  perfuaded  the  cannoneers  at 
the  Quai  Pelletier  to  refift  the  commands  of  Henriot, 
who  was  now  out  of  the  lawj  and  to  join  them. 
The  botel'de-ville  might  have  made  a  powerful  re- 
fiftance>  and  perhaps  have  turned  the  tide  of  fuccefs ; 

F  Y  4  but 


440  ROBESPIERRE. 

but  the  foldiers  of  the  national  guard,  hearing  that 
the  commune  and  the  deputies  there  affembled  were 
outlawed,  refufed  obedience ;  the  cannoneers  were 
diflfer^ntly  difpofed,  but  the  curious  mob  had  ob- 
tained poffeffion  of  the  gun-carriages,  and  ufed  them 
as  ladders  to  enable  them  to  look  into  the  windows 
of  the  hoUl'de-villej  to  fee  how  the  confpirators  be« 
haved  in  this  emergency.    Bourdon  de  I'Oife,  having 
read  to  the  people  the  proclamation  of  outlawry, 
rufhed  into  the  hotel'de^ville ^  armed  with  a  fabre  and 
piftols,  and  followed  by  a  confiderable  force.    The 
difcomfited  coafederates  were  moft  of  them  taken  on 
the  fpot,  a  few  efcaped,  but  were  fpeedily  brought 
to  juftice. 
His  fccond  •   Robefpierre  was  found  in  one  of  the  apartments 
arrc  auon ,  ^^  ^j^^  hotel-de-vfl/e,  fitting  fquat  againft  a  wall  with  a 
knife  in  his  hand,  apparently  intended  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  felf-deftru£Uon,  but  which  he  durft  not  ufe. 
A    foldier   who  found    him,    apprehending  fome 
refiilance,  fired  two  piftols  at  him,  one  of  which 
wounded  him  on  the  head,   the  other  broke  his 
under  jaw  ;  he  was  taken  and  conducted  before  the 
committee  of  general  fecurity  in  a  Morocco-covered 
^rm-chair,  his  broken  jaw  bound  up  with  a  cloth, 
pafled  under  his  chin,  and  tied  at  the  top  of  his 
head.     As  he  was  carried  along  in  this  condition, 
he  refted  his  chin  on  a  handkerchief  which  he  held 
in  his  right  hand,  while  the  elbow  was  fupported  by 
his  left.     A  meffage  was  fent  to  the  convendon  to 
know  if  he  (hould  be  brought  to  the  bar,  but  the 
members  unanimoufly  exclaimed  that  they  would 
no  more  fuffer  their  hall  to  be  polluted  by  the  pre- 
fence  of  fuch  a  monfter.     He  lay  for  fome  hours  in 
an  anti-chamber  of  the  committee  of  general  fecurity 
ftretched  on  a  table,  motionlefs,  apparently  infe^- 
fible  of  corporeal  anguifli,  though  the  blood  flowed 
in  ftreams  from  his  eyes,  mouth,  and  noftrils,  but 
torn  with  racking  recollections,  and  abando;ied  to 
lemorfe,    he  pinched  bis  thighs  with  convulfivc 
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agony,  and  fcowkd  gloomily  around  the  room, 
when  he  fancied  himfelf  unobferved.  After  endur- 
ing, in  this  fituation,  the  taunts  of  all  who  beheld 
him,  he  was  replaced  in  the  arm-chair,  and  carried 
to  the  hofpita?,  called  the  hoteUde-D'teu^  where  his 
wounds  were  drefled,  merely  to  prolong  his  exift- 
ence,  and  from  thence  was  fent  to  the  prifon  of  the 
Conciergerie,  He  was  brought  before  the  revdlu- 
tionary  tribunal  the  fame  day,  together  with  his  ac- 
complices, in  number  twenty-one ;  as  they  were  all 
out  of  the  law,  the  identification  of  their  perfbns  alone 
was  neceflary,  and  fentence  of  death  was  demand- 
ed againft  them  by  their  former  friend  and  creature 
Fouquier  Tainville,  the  public  accufer.  In  the 
evening  of  the  fame  day,  at  about  five  o'clock,  they 
were  conduced  to  the  place  of  execution,  amidft 
the  acclamations  of  numerous  fpeftators,  who  con- 
fidered  the  proceffion  before  them  as  the  earned  of 
future  happinefs.  The  ftreets,  the  windows,  and 
the  roofs  of  the  houfes  were  crowded ;  even  the 
guard  who  efcorted  them  partook  of  the  general 
tranfport ;  and,  which  they  were  never  before  known 
to  do,  joined  the  cry  of  Vive  la  convention!  A 
^oup  of  women  flopped  the  carts  and  danced  . 
around  them  to  teftify  their  joy. 

During  this  fatal  progrefs,  Robefplerre,  pale  and  and  exe. 
disfigured,  held  down  his  head  on  his  breaft,  and  ^"^'o'*^ 
never  looked  up  except  once,  when  a  woman,  de- 
cently drefled,  approached  the  cart  and  uttered  thofe 
heart-piercing  exclamations,  and  deep-drawn  male- 
didions,  which  put  it  alraoft  beyond  conjefture  that 
flie  was  a  mother  whom  his  cruelty  had  deprived  of 
a  fon,  or  a  widow  from  whom  he  had  fnatched  her 
hufband;  at  hearing  her  horrible  denunciations, 
Robefpierre  turned  his  eyes  languidly  towards  her, 
and  (hrugged  up  his  Ihoulders.  He  fuffered  laft  but 
one ;  when  he  was  about  to  be  tied  to  the  fatal  plank, 
the  executioner  fnatched  the  drefling  from  his  broken 
js^W^  which  immediately  fell,  and  a  profufion  of  blood 
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gufhed  out ;  the  horrible  chafm  occafioned  by  the 
mdth  of  his  mouth,  owing  to  this  accident^  rendered 
his  head,   when  held  up  by  the  executioner,  the 
mod  terrible  and  difguftmg  fpedacle  which  can  be 
imagined'. 
j(M}Barks        Thus  perifhed  Maximilian   Robefpierre,  in  the 
^huuu.  thjjty.(ixth  year  of  his  age.    His  life  had  been  for 
fome  time  pail  a  perpetual  provocation  of  the  thun- 
der of  the  Omnipotent ;  and  his  death  afforded^  in 
all  its  circumflances,  a  moft  ample  vindication  of 
eternal  juftice.     He  was  cut  off  in  the  prime  of  life^ 
and  at  the  heighc  of  unexpected  exaltatioiT'meditat- 
ing  new  crimes,  and  unrepentant  of  thofe  he  had 
already  committed.     He  who  had  ihed  blood  with 
unexampled  profufion,  went  to  the  fcaffold  covered 
with  his  own  blood;  he  who  had  banifhed  from 
France  the  fentiment  of  humanity,  was  in  his  laft 
hour  overwhelmed  with  infult,  reproach,  fcorn,  and 
cruelty ;  he  whofe  life  had  been  a  fcene  of  the  mofb 
atrocious  perfidy  and  ingratitude,  died  renounced 
by  all  mankind,  and  his  death  was  called  for  by  a 
man  he  himfelf  had  put  into  office,  and  on  whom  he 
relied  as  a  friend ;  he  who  had  abrogated  every  form 
of  jurifprudential  proceeding,  was  led  to  execution 
«  without  the  ceremony  of  a  trial.    Even  the  minuter 
-  circumflances  of  his  fate  were  not  without  a  moral* 
In  the  prifon  of  the  Conciergerie,  could  he  avoid 
thinking  of  the  perfecuted  queen  whom  he  had  fo 
long  fhut  up  there  ?    Mufl  not  the  fight  of  the  guil- 
lotine have  conjured  up  to  his  imagmation  an  im- 
menfe  crowd  of  innocent  vi£Ums,  with  his  murdered 
Sovereigns  at  their  head,  clamouring  to  heaven  for 
vengeance  ?  It  is  even  worthy  of  obfervation,  that 
the  coat  he  wore  when  he  was  thus  called  before  his 

'  For  the  account  of  Robefpierrc^s  decline  and  fall,  with  all  the 
antecedent  and  attendant  circumftancet,  fee  Cocfpiracy  ofRoberpIerre) 
Pehates  j  Mifs  Williams^s  Lettert  in  1794.1  ▼ol.iii.  p.i5S.  i6S»  et 
feq. ;  Page<,  vol.  ii.  p.  aoi  to  113  i  New  Annual  Regiftcr  for  1794* 
p.  369  to  381. ;  Necker  on  the  Revolution*  vol,  ii«  p.  35  to  44.  | 
Flayiuir'a  Hiilcry  of  JacobinifiP^  p.  680  to  699* 
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Maker,  ^th  ^^his  crimes  full  blown,  and  all  hu 
^  imperfe^ons  on  his  head/'  was  the  fame  he  had 
worn  when  wantonly  and  facrilegioufly  he  obtruded 
himfelf  into  his  facred  prefence,  and  profaned  the 
land  where  chriftianity  had  been  profefled^  with  a 
mock-feftival. 

The  perfon  of  Robefpierre  was  fliort  and  puny,  Hii  per- 
and  he  was  of  a  tender  conftitution.  His  complexion  ^"»  ^^^ 
was  livid  and  cadaverous,  his  features  harfh  and  for-  abilities. 
bidding.     The  fmile  of  confidence  never  refted  on 
his  lips,  but  they  were  almoft  always  contra^ed  by 
the  four  grin  of  envy  aiming  to  appear  difdain. 
His  eye  was  dead  and  funk,  except  when  his  irafcible 
propenfities  were  aroufed  by  oppofition  or  the  de- 
fire  of  vengeance,  and  then  his  look  aflumed  a 
ferocity  fo  fingular,  as  to  lead  an  accurate  obferver 
to  compare  his  general  afpedl  to  that  of  the  cat- 
tyger.     Referved  in  his  temper,  and  rarely  addidted 
to  excefs,  he  never  was  betrayftd  into  any  of  thofe 
weak  efforts  of  confidence  which  arife  from  an  un» 
referved  indulgence  in  love  and  friendihip,  and  very 
feldom  in^o  thofe  which  refult  from  conviviality* 
His  diffimulation  was  exceffive;  and  he  was  fo  ap- 
prehenfive  of  the  fentiments  of  his  mind  being  read 
in  his  eyes,  that  he  commonly  wore  green  fpedlacles, 
and,  on  fome  occafions,  covered  his  eyes  with  his 
hands.     Ever  delirous  of  admiration,  he  would  not, 
even  when  the  rage  of  equality  was  at  its  greateft 
pitch,  degrade  himfelf  by  afluming  the  blue  panta- 
loon, red  cap,  and  dirty  linen;  on  the  contrary, 
though  the  word  mtifcadin  was    a  term  of  pro- 
fcription,  he  was  always  well  drefled,  and  fometimes 
elegantly.     Though  forbid  by  nature  to  riot  in  the 
excefles  of  fenfual  enjoyment,  he  was  ambitious,  even 
to  coquetry,  of  being  admired  by  the  fair  fex;  and 
fucceoded  fo  far  that  they  were  amongit  his  moft 
zealous  partifans.    In  the  earlier  part  of  his  life  he 
was  fupple,  inlinuating,  and  coipplaifant,  but  latterly 
uncontrolled  power  bad  carried  the  ferocity  of  his 

temper. 
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temper  to  the  excefs  of  unreftrained  violence  in 
fpeech.  Whoever  contradicted  or  difpleafed  him 
was  aflTailed  with  the  coarefl:  inveftive  ;  an  indecorum 
which,  afting  on  Gallic  fenfibility,  probably  increafed 
the  rage  of  his  enemies,  and  accelerated  his  felK 
Of  the  extent  and  nature  of  his  abilities,  his  life 
affords  a  fufficient  difplay.  Condorcet  eftimated 
them  juftly  when  he  faid,  "  The  French  revolution 
**  is  a  religion,  in  which  Robefpierre  is  the  leader  of 
"  a  fed;  he  has  all  the  charafteriftics,  not  of  the 
**  founder  of  a  religion,  but  the  leader  of  a  fchifm.** 
He  poffeffed  confiderable  vigour  of  mind,  though 
not  fufficient  to  entitle  him  to  a  comparifon  w^ith 
Cromwell.  His  eloquence  has  been  already  noticed  ; 
its  charafteriftic  is  elegance  rather  than  clofenefs  of 
reafoning  ;  he  had  improved  very  much  from  the 
time  of  his  coming  to  Paris  as  a  deputy ;  his  enemies, 
therefore,  chofe  to  charafterife  him  by  his  earlier 
efforts,  rather  than  thofe  made  at  a  more  advanced 
period.  He  is  defcribed,  in  the  New  Annual  Re- 
gifter,  as  being  more  a  llatefman  than  an  orator ' ;  I 
think  exaftly  the  reverfe :  his  ideas  on  negro  eman- 
cipation, on  the  penalty  of  death,  on  fubfiftence, 
and  in  almoft  every  other  particular  where  he  affefled 
to  legiflate,  will  fufficiently  prove  that  his  rhetoric 
was  fuperior  to  his  judgment.  His  ingratitude,  and 
the  facility  and  indifference  with  which  he  aban« 
doned,  and  even  facrificed  his  friends  and  former 
coadjutors,  were  his  conftant  charafteriftics.  His 
want  of  perfonal  courage  was  remarkable,  and 
bore  an  exafl:  proportion  to  his  fa^vage  and  unre- 
lenting cruelty.  He  was  difinterefted  to  a  certain 
degree ;  that  is  to  fay,  without  children,  without 
affeftions,  he  took  no  pleafure  in  the  fordid  folly  of 
amaffmg  unncceffary  wealth;  but  in  his  life  he  main- 
tained much  more  fplendor  and  elegance  than  a 
man  without  patrimony  or  employment  cpuld  derive 

»  For  I794i  p.  a^j. 
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from  the  falary  allowed  to  a  deputy ;  and  though 
he  did  not  outrage  decency  by  a  difplay  of  inordinate 
luxury,  he  lived  in  a  ftyle  equal  to  his  exaltation  in 
other  refpefts.  His  felf-denial  in  matters  of  fen- 
fuality,  arifing  from  the  formation  of  his  perfon, 
and  made  confpicuous  by  an  afFeftation  of  aufterity, 
procured  him  the  name  of  Cato ;  after  his  fall  he 
was  denomiiiated  Catiline,  and  has  been  compared 
to  Cromwell ;  but  he  is  not  worthy  to  aflbciate  with  , 
either  charafter  ^  He  owed  his  elevation  to  accident 
rather  than  defign,  and  loft  it  through  his  vanity, 
treachery,  and  cowardice.  His  vanity  and  treachery 
made  him,  thinking  himfelf  all-fufEcient,  deftroy  his 
only  friends ;  his  cowardice  rendered  him  incapable 
of  thofe  exertions  which  might  have  turned  the  im- 
pending ftorm  on  the  heads  of  his  adverfaries.  His 
conduft  in  the  great  crifis  which  decided  his  fate 
was  aftonifliingly  weak  and  imprudent.  When  he 
went  to  the  convention  on  the  26th  of  July,  he  was 
well  apprifed  of  the  party  which  was  formed  againft 
him,  yet  he  omitted  his  cuftomary  precautions ;  he 
had  not  prepared  the  tribunes  to  applaud  his  fpeech ; 
he  had  appointed  *  no  clamorous  fans-culotics  to 
drown  the  voices  of  his  opponents ;  no  armed  ruffians 
to  terrify  them  in  their  approach  to  and  paflage  from 
the  hall.  On  the  27th,  though  he  mufl  have  known 
that  the  manner  in  which  his  caufe  was  taken  up 
at  the  Jacobins  would  bring  the  conteft  to  an  iflue, 
no  preparations  werar*'  made ;  even  his  own  party 
were  uninftrufted  how  to  aft.  St.  Juft,  uncalled, 
began  a  fpeech  in  the  tribune,  which  rendered  the 
oppofing  party  furious ;  Robefpierre's  adherents 
out  of  doors  were  unprepared  j    the  voice  of  ru- 

<  For  defcriptions  of  his  perfon  and  manners,  and  remarks  on  his 
character,  fee  Koland's  Appeal,  vol.i.  p>58.$  Moore^s  Journal, 
vol.  i.  p.  338,  Vol.  ii.  p.  139   \    >'?ges,  vol.ii.  p.  17.  21,   ai.;  Ne\Kr  , 

Annual  Regiller  for  1794,  p.  \ltt  382,  383.}  Necker  on  the  Revolu. 
tion,  vol.il.  p.  3f.  39.$  Etat  dti  h  France,  p.  ii«  15,  X6.3  Garat*s 
Memoirs^,  p.  226. 
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mour  va$  the  sdann-bell  of  the  Jacobins ;  and,  whea 
they  were  aflembled,  the  armed  force  was  yet  to  pro- 
vide, and  yet  to  feduce.  This  furprifing  want  of  fore- 
fight  proves  that  Robefpierre  owed  his  elevadon  to 
accident  and  the  operations  of  others,  and  that  he 
was  deficient  in  the  genius,  couraj^e,  and  conduft 
requifite  to  form  an  illuftrious  chief  of  a  party« 
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The  KingV  Letter  to  the  National  Assembl^,'^ 
when  required  to  fanilion  certain  Articles  of  the 
CoTi/iitution  ;   read  the  ^tb  Oilober  1789, 

Gentlemen, 

l^Ew  conftiturional  laws  can  onljr  b6  properljr  judged  of 
^^  bjr  being  acquainted  with  the  whfcle  of  them  ;  for  in 
fo  great  and  important  a  work,  every  part  is  comne£led  inti-» 
mately  with  the  whole.  It  appears,  however,  to  me  na-« 
tural  that,  at  a  time  when  we  invite  the  nation  to  come  to 
the  afliftance  of  the  ftate  by  a  fignal  a£t  of  its  confidence 
and  patriotifm,  we  {hould  affure  it  of  our  attention  to  the 
principal  objsdt  of  its  intereft.  So  on  the  pcrfuaGon  that 
the  firft  articles  of  the  confti^ution  which  you  have  pre- 
fented.to  me,  when  added  to  the  reft  of  your  labours,  will 
fulfil  the  deiire  of  the  people,  and  infure  the  happinefs 
and  profperity  of  the  kingdom,  I  grant,  according  to  your 
defire,  my  confent  to  thefe  articles ;  but  under  the  exprefs 
condition,  from  which  I  mean  never  to  depart,  that  by  the 
general  refult  of  your  deliberations,  the  executive  power 
(hall  be  wholly  lodged  in  the  hands  of  the  monarch.  A 
feries  of  fa£ts  and  obfervations,  a  particular  account  of 
which  fliall  be  prefcnted  to  you,  will  convince  you  that, 
in  the  prefent  (late  of  affairs,  I  cannot  infure  either  the 
faifing  of  the  legal  impofts,  or  the  free  communication  of 
provifion,  or  the  individual  fafety  of  the  citizens.  It  is 
my  wi(h  to  fulfil  thefe  effential  duties  of  royalty.  The 
happinefs  of  my  fubjeAs>  the  public  tran(][uillity,  and  the 

maintenance 
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maintenance  of  fecial  order  depend  upon  it :  I  therefore 
demand  that  we  flipuldj  in  common,  level  all  the  obdacleg 
that  may  crofs  the  execution  of  fo  defirable  and  necefiarj 
an  end. 

You  cannot  but  be  fenfible  that  the  exifting  inftitutions 
and  judicial  forms  ought  to  undergo  no  change  till  they 
are  replaced  by  the  new  order  of  things  ;  I  have  therefore 
no  need  to  make  any  obfervations  on  this  head. 

It  remains  that  I  (hould  frankly  afTure  you,  that  though 
I  confent  to  the  different  articles  of  the  conftitution  which 
you  have  offered,  it  is  not  that  all  of  them  without  diftinc- 
tion  prefent  to  me  the  idea  of  perfection,  but  becaufe  I  do 
not  thiiik  it  advifable  to  delay  acceding  to  the  prefent  wifli 
of  the  national  deputies,  and  to  the  preffure  of  tbofe 
^ilarming  circumftances  which  fo  powerfully  invites- us  to 
wilh,  above  all,  for  the  immediate  re-e{labli(hment  of 
peace,  order,  and  confidence.  I  make  no  remarks  on  your 
declaration  of  the  rights  of  man  and  a  citizen ;  it  contains 
fome  excellent  maxims,  very  proper  to  regulate  your  la- 
bours ;  but  principles  fufcepdble  of  different  applications, 
and  even  interpretations,  cannot  be  juftly  appreciated, 
neither  do  they  require  being  fo,  till  their  true  meaning  is 
fixed  by  thofe  law»to  which  they  ferve  as  the  bafc. 


No.  II. 


Letter  from  M.  Bertrand  de  Moleville  /^  tht 
President  of  the  National  Convention, 
containing  a  Defence  of  the  King« 

Mr.  Prefident, 

I  HAD  the  honour  of  announcing,  in  my  laft  letter,  that 
I  (hould,  without  delay,  addrefs  to  you  an  exa£):  decla- 
ration of  all  the  important  and  unknown  fadJs  with  which 
I  am  acquainted,  and  which  have  any  relation  to  the  pre- 
fent circumftances.  I  am  the  more  eager  to  fulfil  this  en- 
gagement, fincc  I  learn, .  from  the  public  papers,  that  the 
great  queftion.  Whether  Louis  the  Sixteenth  ought  to  be 

tried  ? 
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tried  ?  U  at  pte&nt  open  for  dlfcuffion ;  and  that  the  na^ 
tional  Convention  ate  difpofed  to  receive  lights  and  proofs 
from  every  quarter  on  that  momentous  fubjed*  1  flatter 
myfelf  it  wUl  receive  with  fatisfadiion  thofe  I  now  have 
the  honour  of  addreffing  td  you,  becaufe  I  am  firmly  con- 
vinced that  it  feeks  nothing  but  truths  and  defires  nothing 
but  juftice.  This  convidion  alooe  is  fufficient  to  allay  the 
inquietudes  of  good  citizens,  and  to  keep  up  the  hopes  ot 
thofe  who,  having  had  opportunities  of  nearly  dbferving 
the  conduit  of  Lewis  the  Sixteenth,  and  of  Imowing  hit 
virtues,  ci^nnot  help  taking  a  great  intereft  in  his  mif* 
fortunes. 

The  following  tb^n  ate  die  fads,  the  truth  of  which  ^ 
atteft,  and  of  which  I  can  either  give  or  point  out  proofs* 

On  the  fretended  favours  and  qffiftanci  given  to  the  emigrantrt  <. 

It  is  ptUiflied  in  all  the  journals  and  all  the  f>amphlets^ 
and  has  been  ref^eated  a  thoufand  times  from  the  tribi^ne, 
that  the  king  always  approved  of  and  favoured  emigration. 
This  opinion^  tinfupported  by  proof,  has  become  general  in 
the  kingdom,  and  is  the  principal  motive  of  the  regicidt 
addrefles  daily  received. 

Towards  the  end  of  Oflober  I79i>  one  of  the  minifterl 
having  informed  the  king,  in  full  council,^f  a  report  gene« 
rally  circulated,  that  the  emigrants  in  arms  aranft  France, 
and  particularly  the  body  guards,  were  in  the  pay  of  the 
civil  lift ;  <<  This  (replied  the  king,  in  the  firmeft  tone)  is 
<'  an  egregions  calumny ;  for  I  have,  on  the  contrary, 
«  given  the  moft  exprefs  orders  to  M.  de  la  Pone,  diat 
«  nohe  (hould  receive  pay  but  thofe  who  were  able  to 
"  fliew  the  certificate  required  by  the  decree  of  laft  July 
s(  (1791).  I  am  certain  this  order  is  put  inexecution* 
<<  It  was  propofed  to  me  to  make  an  exception  in  favour 
«  of  the  gardet  did  corpt^  but  I  refufcd.** 

Kotwithftandlfig  this  order,  the  exiftence  of  which  can 
be  attefted  by  many  deputies  to  whom  it  was  originally 
commmiicated,  and  which  muft  have  been  found  among 
the  papers  of  M.  de  Septeutl,  they  hav6  continued  to  give 
out  that  the  emigrated  gardes  du  corps  wevp  paid  by  the 
civil  Kft ;  a'nd  this  is  affirmed  as  certain,  in  the  roth  and 
1  ith  ^^es  of  die  report  made  to  the  afiembly  at  the  fitting 
of  the  27th  of  September  laft.  The  reporter  was  not 
a^i^arCi  that  the  only  vhritings  cited  by  him  in  fupport  of  his :  ^^ 
tfertiott,  clearly  demonftrate  its  falfehood.    The  firft  is  a 
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xnemoTial  found  in  the  king's  writing-delk,  in  which  M.  dtf 
Poix  propofed  the  paying  the  ^hole  corps  of  gardes  du  corps 
up  to  the  id  of  January  1792.  If  the  king  had  approved 
this  propofaU  he  would  have  affixed  his  aflent  to  the  me- 
morxaly  and  fent  it  to  the  intendant  of  the  civil  lift.  Thus 
from  the  circum (lance  alone  of  this  memorial  being  found 
in  the  king's  writing- defk,  without  any  mark  of  his  appro* 
"bation,  is  a  complete  proof  that  the  payment  propofed  by 
M.  de  Poix  had  not  been  ordered  by  the  king.  As  to  thofe 
orders  of  payment  figned  by  the  king  at  the  bottom  of  the 
general  lifts  of  the  four  companies  of  his  guards,  it  is  fuf- 
ficient  to  compare  thofe  lifts  with  the  regifters  of  pay- 
ments, to  be  convinced  that  in  reality  only  thofe  of  the 
gardes  du  corps ^  who  proved  their  refidence  according  to  the 
form  prefcribed  by  the  decree,  were  paid  ;  and  that  if  the 
ordinance  lifts  contained  all  the  names,  it  proceeded  en- 
tirely from  an  ignorance  of  who  had  and  who  had  not 
emigrated.  For  the  fam6  reafon,  the  minifters  of  war  and 
marine,  in  their  refpe£live  departments,  regulated  in  a  Gmi- 
hr  manner  the  general  lifts  of  the  officers  of  the  different 
corps,  without  violating  the  decree  concerning  the  certi«- 
ficates  of  refidence,  becaufe  its  execution  was  always  gua- 
ranteed by  the  vigilance  and  perfonal  refponfibility  of  the 
.treafurers,  conformably  to  the  regulations  of  this  decree. 
It  is  alfo  proved  by  a  letter  of  M.  de  Poix,  in  the  i6th 
page  of  the  thirteenth  collection  of  papers  found  in  the 
houfe  of  M.  de  la  Porte,  that  the  execution  of  thefe  orders 
for  payment  of  the  gardes  du  corps  was  fo  much  retarded, 
that  on  the  28tli  of  laft  January  there  had  been  nothing 
paid  of  the  arrears  due  for  the  firft  fix  months  of  1791. 

Were  I  now  to  cite  the  letters  written  by  the  king^  in 
the  beginning  of  0£tober  1791,  to  the  officers  of  the 
army  and  of  the  corps  of  marines,  to  induce  thofe  who 
faajd  left  the  kingdom  to  return,  and  to  retain  thofe  who 
had  intended  to  emigrate,  I  (hould  undoubtedly  be  told, 
that  thefe  letters  being  the  works  of  the  minifters,  no  con- 
cluflon  could  be  drawn  from  them:  but  I  declare^  that 
the  minute  written  to  the  officers  of  marine  remained  two 
days  in  the  kijqg's  pofteffion,  who  with  his  own  hand  made 
nw\^  correOilEins  in  it,  fome  in  the  margin,  others  inter- 
lined \  and  'this  rninute,  with  mamy  other  important 
papers^  muft  have  been  found  in  a  red  port-folio,  which 
^  the  commiffioners  of  the  committee  ^i  furveiUance  de  ta 
commune  carried  away  from  my  houfe  with  say  otb^f  p%* 

pcrs^ 
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pers.  Imuft  prcfume  that  this  writing  has  been  fup^ 
preyed,  (ince  there  is  no  mention  made  of  it  in  the  report 
made  to  the  afTembly  the  6th  of  this  month*  It  would, 
'  however,  be  of  the  more  importance  to  produce  this 
paper)  becaufe  the  corre£lions  in  it  being  the  king's  own, 
the  free  and  pure  expref&on  of  his  fentiments  mzj  there 
be  found.  I  have  no  doubt,  therefore,  but  'the  national 
convention  feels  the  neceflTity  of  ordering  that  paper  to  be 
f  earched  for  and  produced* 

llie  king  exprefsly  commanded  me  to  employ,  in  his 
name,  every  method  of  perfuafion  and  authority  to  prevent 
the  emigration  of  the  officers  of  marine ;  and  if  the  exe« 
cation  of  this  oi'dcr  had  not  all  the  fuccefs  I  could  have  dc- 
fired,  I  at  lead  ufed  every  exertion  in  my  power,  and  am 
not  afraid  on  this  point  to  call  upon  the  teftimony  of  the 
chief  clerks  of  myoflce.'  I  cannot  indeed  quote  many 
written  prpofs,  but  fliall  mention  one  of  fufficient  weight  to 
render  any  other  unneceflary  from  me. 

A  fuperior  officer  of  the  mod  diftinguiihed  merit,  having 
been  forced  by  frequent  outrages  to  give  up  his  command, 
came  to  Paris  laft  February  with  the  intention  of  leaving 
the  kingdom.  After  having  in  vain  attempted  by  my  ad- 
vice and  exhortations  to  difluade  him  from  his  purpofe, 
I  mentioned  the  affair  to  the  king,  who  authorifed  me  to 
fend  him  an  order,  couched  aimed  in  fimilar  terms  with 
the  old  leltres  ii  cachet.     Thfe  words  follow  : 

"  Sir, 
'<  Being  informed  that  your  knowledge  and  experience 
"  enable  you  to  give  important  information  concerning 
•*  the  marine  fcrvice,  my  pleafure  is,  that  you  hold  your- 
<<  felf  in  readinefs  to  furnifh  the  minider  of  that  depart- 
'*  ment  with  the  informations  he  may  require  from  you. 
"  On  this  account  I  prohibit  you  from  leaving  Paris  until 
^  further  order,  under  pain  of  difobedience. 

(Signed)         ^*  Louzs^ 
(And  under,)        «  De  Bertrand." 

The  minutes  of  this  order,  addrcfled  to  M.  de  Marigni, 
fliould  be  found  in  my  office,  (^i/rftf«  A-jj^Vrx,)  amongft 
the  minutes  of  the  month  of  February.  If  it  has  been  ac- 
cidentally withdrawn,  M.  de  Marigni,  who  has*  not  left 
Pari&,  will  produce  the  original. 

I  mud  here  declare,  that  amongd  the  officers  whom  I 
perfaaded  to  day  at  Paris  to  infure  their  not  leaving  the 

GG  a  kingdom 
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ldngdonr>  there  were  fome  unable  to  fuppprt  themfdves; 
to  whom  the  king  ordered  different  fums  of  monej  to  be 
paid,  fometimes  by  me^  at  other  times  by  M«  de  hi  Pore* 
The  laft  which  was  fent  to  me  by  the  king  for  thb  purpofe 
was  the  fum  of  12,000  livres,  in  the  beginning  of  March 
1792.  If  the  national  convention  be  defirous  minutely 
to  examine  this  matter^  I  can  point  out  to  whom  the  money 
was  given. 

How  then  is  it  poffible  to  reconcile  the  reproaches  which 
are  thrown  out  againft  the  king,  relative  to  the  emigrantSy 
with  all  thefe  faas^  none  of  which  can  be  difputed  ? 

Oft  thi  treafMs  and  con/tirades  in  tvbicb  it  if  pretended  the 

king  had  dfiare. 

'  Thefe  names  certainly  cannot  b«  given  to  the  meafttres» 
always  weak  and  infufficient,  taken  for  the  perfonal  fecurity 
of  the  king  ^  and  of  which  he  never  failed  to  prevent  the 
.efle£t)  when  he  bbferved  the  avowed  afla&ns  accompanied 
by  a  party  of  the  people ;  becaufe  while  furrounded  by 
them  he  was  always  confident  that  he  had  no  danger  to 
fear.  We  faw  him,  on  the  aoth  of  June,  remove  from 
his  perfon  thofe  faithful  fervants  who  were  ready  to  (pill 
the  lad  drop  of  their  blood  in  his  defence,  and  prefent  him<« 
felfy  accompanied  by  four  national  guards,  to  the  armed  mul- 
titude who  had  come  to  force  open  the  gates  of  the  palace. 
It  is  impoilible  at  this  day  to  doubt  that  a  formidable 
confpiracy  was  formed  againft  the  court*  The  dqputies 
''Louvei  and  BarBsrou9<  arrived,  ahd  attefted  this  important 
fa£l  in  the  tribune,  in  the  fitting  of  the  30th  of  Odober. 
<'  It  was  at  Charenton  (faid  they)  that  the  confpiracy 
<<  againft  the  court  was  fixed  to  b^  executed,  on  the  29th 
<*  of  July,  but  which  did  not  take  place  until  the  loth  of 
*<  Auguft.''  (Moniteur  of  the  ift  of  November,  p.  1298, 
coU  3*)  The  king  having  been  informed  of  this,  did  i^n- 
doubtedlv  take  fome  precautions  to  defend  the  palaci^^from 
the  impending  attack :  but  as  foon  as  he  knew,  from  the 
members  of  the  directory  of  the  department,  that  thou- 
fands  of  the  citizens  and  national  guards  had  joined  the 
coafpirators  who  furrounded  the  palace,  he  did  not  hcfi- 
tite  to  deliver  himielf  and  family  to  the  national  afTembly, 
leaving  orders  for  the  Swifs  not  to  fire  \    It  is  indeed  cer- 

«  When  the -king  bad  detcraiined  to  deliver  bimfelf  up  to  the  tf* 
lembly,  he  fpokc  ta  the  mintftcrt  and  others  w6o  were  anraiid  him 

theHi 


APPENDI^X,    NorIL  ^ 

ifSBf  !!i9t  the  ^te$  of  the  court  royal  were  forocd  without 
ahy  refinance  on  the  part  of  the  Swifs>  who  did  not  fire 
until  five  of  their  companions  had  been  ma^acred  at  th^ 
liottom  of  the  great' ft  airs.  Thie  eyents  of  the  loth  of 
Auguft  can,  no  more  than  thofe  of  the  20th  of  June,  fur« 
ni(h  the  Oighteft  caufe  of  accufation  againft  the  king.  It 
i^  therefore  neceffary  to  look  for  proofs  in  his  conduQL 
prior  to  thefe  periods.  But  it  is  impoflible,  with  any  ihare 
of  candour,  to  form  conclafions  againft  him  from  letters, 
memorialsj  or  ^lans,  addreffed  to  him,  and  'which  wer^ 
found,  or  faid  to  be  found,  either  in  the  palace  or  the 
houfe  of  M.  de  la  Porte.  If  treafonabl^  or  criminal 
writings  could  involve  the  perfons  to  whom  they  are  ad« 
drefied,  the  lives  of  the  moft  innocent  and  moft  virtuous 
of  mankind  would  always  be  in  the  power  of  the  moft 
wicked. 

With  regard  to  the  numerous  writings,  the  impre(Eoni( 
of  which  were  paid  out  of  the  civil  lift^  an4  which  arf 
quoted  as  (q  many  proofs  of  treafon,  it  is  fufficient  to  re« 
mark,  that  before  the  abolition  of  royalty,  the  antt^reptib* 
lican  writings  were  fo  much  the  lefs  reprehienfible^  that  at 
the  memors^Ie  fitting  of  the  7th  of  July  laft,  the'  aflembly 
decreed  unanimoufiy,  and  by  acclamation,  that  thofe  who 
(hould  propofe  a  republican  goveniment,  or  the  eftabli(b« 
ment  of  two  chambers,  Ihould  be  devoted'  to  public  exe* 
cratton.  The  violent  writers  on  both  fides  were  indeed 
equally  diftant  from  the  fpirit  and  principles  of  the  con* 
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tliele  mcmonble,  though  too  little  known  wordt  t  <*  Let  ut  dcpar^ 
**  gentlemen )  there  is  nothing  for  at  to  do  here.**  This  was  der* 
tainly  siting  the  cleared  and  moft  poiitive  order  to  ftay  no  longer  at 
the  palace,  fince  nqjcbing  was  to  be  done  theie.  And  if  this  order 
had  (as  it  ought)  been  officially  conveyed  to  the  Swifs  ofliccf s  and 
guards,  diey  would  have  all  retired  j  the  entry  to  the  palace  would 
have  been  left  open  j  and  though  perhaps  it  might  have  hcen  de* 
moliflied^  yet  not  a  molket  would  have  been  fired,  or  a  drop^of  blood 
fhed.  Unfortunately  this  order  was  not  conveyed  to  the  Swifs.  From 
thence  it  followed,  on  the  one  hand,  that  the  Swifs,  ihe  national 

faards>  and  all  thole  who  hsd  repaired  to  tfat  palace  to  defend  iIks 
ingf  bdieved  he  was  only  anxious  about  his  peribnal  fafety,  and 
complained  that  he  had  abandoned  them}  while,  on  the  otheri  the 
people  believed  that  the  king,  at  his  departure,  had  ordered  the  refiftr- 
ance  and  firing  which  happened.  Such  is  the  origin  of  the  fufpieions 
and  clamours  againft  the  pretended  treafons  of  the  king,  and  the 
confpiracies  of  £c  court* .  Thefe  details  are  corroborated  by  fo  many 
ocnUv  witnefo^  that  it  is  impoffible  I  can  ever  call  their  truth  in 
(|«ieftion«  They  prove  that  the  reproaches  againft  the  king  are  not 
Mtter  fwinded  go  9Be  fide  than  on  the  other* 

eG3  ftltutiopy 
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ftitutlon  ;  and  their  incendiary  produ£lions  fupported  and 
maintained  the  agitation  of  the  people.  It  was  incumbent 
on  the  king  to  turn  his  attention  to  the  ferious  incon- 
veniences which  muft  have  refulted  from  hence.  Obliged 
by  his  oath  to  maintain  the  conftitution  by  every  pofflble 
ineans,  his  authority  and  his  duty  prompted  him  to  choofe 
as  one  of  thofe  means,  the  inflru^ling  of  the  people  by 
prudent  conftitutional  writings,  which  might  operate  as 
antidotes  to  the  dangerous  pamphlets  daily  publifhed.  It 
is,  however  certain,  that  both  my  colleagues  and  myfelf 
confidered  it  as  our  duty  to  give  this  advice  to  the  kingi  and 
accordingly  we  did  often  give  it.  Thus  it  i^  very  pofEble 
i^ch  an  order  was  given  to  the  Intendant  of  the  civil  lift. 
As  to  the  method  in  which  it  was  executed,  every  bod; 
inuft  be  fenfible  the  king  could  not  poDibly  enter  into  all 
the  detail  of  the  bufinefs.  Be  fides,  it  is  an  eftabliOied 
principlci  tjiat  the  moft  c\ilp9ble  execution  of  a  lawful 
order  can  never  involve  the  perfon  wbojgives  that  order, 
but  only  him  who  executes  it.  An  omer  to  diftribute 
prudent  and  6on(litutional .  writings  wa^  certainly  legaL 
The  kirfg  had  the  ri^ht  of  giVing  fuch.  ^n  order,  and  he 
aflfuredly  gave  no  other.  But  the  followlirig  fa£ls  petfonally 
concern  the  king,  and  from  them  we  can  judge  of  hi^ 
true  fentiments.  ,."        '     ^  -- 

^  First  Fact*- 

I  {hewed  the  greateft  relu£tance  to  accept  the  miniRry., 
^nd  I  cannot-dciiythat  my  principal  reafon  for  Ars  reluc- 
tance was  my  uncei^tainty  of  the  real  fentimi^nts  of  the  kiag 
relative  to  the  conftitution.  He  was  informed  of  this  ; 
and  when  I  was  prefented  to  him  on  the  3d  of  Ockober^ 
\>j  the  4jiinifter  of  the  home  department,  he  addrefled  me 
in  his  prefence,  in  the  very  words  which  follow  : 

'<  I  knew  your  uueafinefs,  and  do  not  blame  your  defiring 
"  to  know  how  it  Js  expeft'eii  that  you  (hould  conduct 
*'  yourfclf.  I  now  inform  you, , that  I  do  not  pretend  to 
**  confid^.r  the  conftitution  as  unexceptionable.  1  am  even 
!'  convinced,  that  had  not  the  aifembly  prohibited  the 
**  receivihg  my  obfervations,  it  would  have. adopted  the 
•*  principal  alterations  which  I  would  have  propofedf,  ''-^But 
^'  that  is  now  over.  I  have  accepted  the  conftitution  in 
V  itsprefent  form.  The  general  opinion  is  in  its  favour; 
*'  we  can,  therefore,  no  longer  think  of  changes  until  ex* 
f<  perience  (ball  make  us  feel  the  neeefljity  of  them ;  for 

*«  force 
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*«  force  can  do  nothing  againft  opinion «  The  fuccefs  of 
^  this  experience  depends  upon  the  fidelity  with  which 
*^  the  conditiition  is  carried  in,to  execution  ;  and  it  is  my 
'^  intention  to  execute  it  as  completely  and  as  well  as 
^  peiEble.  Such»  then,  is  the  line  of  conduA  I  have 
**  marked  out  for  myfelf^  and  I  require  jny  minifters  not 
*'  to  depart  from  it.  If  the  means  for  carrying  it  into 
"  execution  may  appear  infufScient,  or  if  they  experience. 
**  embarraiTments,  let  them  appeal  to  the  alTtmbly/' 

The  queen,  to  Vi^hom  I  was  prefented  the  fame  day, 
fpoke  to  the  fame  purpofe ;  and  concluded  with  faying, 
^'  Obferve  the  plan  the  king  has  adopted ;  I  think  it  is- 
^*  the  only  reafonable  one,  and  hope  you  will  not  make 
**  him  change  it.*'  » 

I  affirm  this  faA  upon  my  honour  and  confcience,  and 
will  fupport  the  affirmation  with  my  oath,  which  I  offer 
to  renew  before  whatever  perfon,  and  in  whatcver^form. 
the  aiTembly  (hall  think  proper  to 'prefcribe.  Upon  my; 
return  home,  I  immediately  made  a  memorandum  of  what 
the  king  and  queen  had  (aid.  The  memorandum  dated 
the  3d  of  OAober,  was  in  the  fame  red  port^ folio  which, 
the  commiffioners  of  the  committee  de  furveUiance  de  la^ 
commune  carried  away.  If  the  national  convention  'think 
proper  to  order  that.it  (hould  be  fearched  for,  it  will  not  be 
difficult  to  have  it  laid  before  them. 

Second  Fact. 

Towards  the  end  of  December  laft,  or  the  beginning  oi 
January,  an  old  officer,  retired  from  the  fervice,  came  to 
^onfult  me,  at  the  office  of  marine,  upon  a  proppfal  which 
had  been  made  to  him  the  evening  before,  to  enter  into  an 
aflbciation  with  fome  gentlemen  to  efcort  the  king,  who 
intended,  as  they  faid,  fdon  to  leave  the  kingdom.  Thd 
perfon  who  made  this  propofal  to  him,  introduced  himfelf 
at  his  houfe  under  the  title  of  a  marechal-de-camp,  and 
gave  him  twenty-four  hours  to  reflect  on  the  fubjefl.  I 
advifed  the  perfon  who  gave  me  this  inforn(iation  to  (hew 
a  difpofition  to  join  the  aflbciation,  provided  they  woul4 
explain  to  him  the  whole  of  their  plan,  their  means  of 
executing  it,  and  inform  him  of  the  perfons  who  were 
engaged  in  it.  I  exprefsly  enjoined  him  to  forget  nothing 
they  might  tell  him,  and  particularly  to  make  himfelf  ac^ 
quainted  with  the  name  and  refidence  of  this  marechal-der 
camp.    H^  promifed  foon  to  acquaint  c%e  with  the  refult 
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of  his  fecond  conver&^n.  He  accordingly  gsve  me,  die 
verj  next  day,  a  detached  account  of  what  patted.  I  took 
an  exa£l  memorandum  of  it,  which  I  read  the  fame  night 
at  the  council.  The  king  was  full  of  indignation,  and 
ordered  the  mtnifter  of  the  home  department  invmedtately 
to  denounce  the  aflbciatton  to  the  direflory  of  the  depart- 
ment, and  to  enjoin  him  to  make  every  pofliblc  feaich 
after  this  pretended  marechal-de*camp,  to  watch  him  nar* 
rowly,  and  even  to  feize  his  perfon,  if  there  ihould  be 
occafion.  As  this  letter  was  inftantly  written  by  M.  Ca- 
hier  de  Gerrille,  and  fent  dircAly  after  the  council,  it  ia 
poflible  that  he  did  not  keep  a  memorandum  of  it;  but  the 
original  may  be  eafily  found  among  the  papers  of  the  <U« 
refi^ory  of  the  department*  The  inquiries  ordered  by  the 
king  were  carefully  made.  They  difcovered  the  nfual 
tefidence  of  this  man,  but  he  had  concealed  himfelf  in 
fich  a  manner,  that  it  was  not  poffible  to  fcize  him.  It 
tppeared,  moreover,  by  the  accounts  obtained  at  the  police 
office  eottceming  him,  that  he  was  a  wortlilefs,  wrong- 
headed  fellow.  But  whatever  truth  there  is  in  this,  the 
eondu&  6t  the  king  in  thk  afiair  proves^  at  leaft,  that  he 
dU  not  fimiur  aflbciations  formed  under  pretence  of  coiu 
fulting  his  perfonal  fafety. 

Third  F^qt. 

In  January  laft,  M.  Cahier  de  G^rville,  reading  in  the 
^UDcil  a  rough  draught  of  a  proclamation,  the  king  inter- 
rupted him  at  the  expreffion  **  /£#  hve  ofmj  P^^^  and 
4efired  him  to  correft  ft  by  inferting  the  words  <<  the 
^  love  of  the  French  people,  I  can  no  longer,"  added  he^ 
iRrtth  emotion,  and  his  eyes  fwelled  with  tears,  ^  I  can  no 
^  longer  fay  my  people :  but  they  cannot  prevent  that 
^  fropi  being  the  exprefljon  of  my  heart/' 

This  interefting  h6t  can  be  attefted  by  the  minifters 
who  then  compofed  the  council  \  and  I  require  all  thofe 
who  have  been  in  it,  either  before  or  iince,  to  dedare 
yehtthcT  they  did  not  obferve,  in  many  inftances,  that  one 
pf  the  moft  prevailing  fentiments  with  the  king,  was  that 
of  a  moft  tender  and  afie£lionate  attachment  to  the  French 
people.  It  is  not  yet  forgotten,  that  on  the  day  of  his 
arrival  from  VaVennes,  one  of  the  principal  officers  of  hit 
hqufehold,  expreffing  bis  regret  at  the  ill  fuccefs  of  that 
iKxpeditidn,  arid  particularly  at  the  increafe  of  credit  and 
Mwer  which  it  -would  give  to  the  aflembly,  xhf^  king  ia^sae- 

diately 
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4htclj  made  tbi8  remarkabfe  ztxfwtr,  *'  So  much  the 
*^  bettCTi  a  thoufand  times*,  fo  much  the  fetter,  provided 
^*  it  conduces  to  the  bappiaefs  of  my  peopl^/' 

Fouji^TH  Fact. 

At  the  fitting  of  the  6th  of  this  months  the  reporter 
Valaxi  read  a  note  found  in  my  houfe,  concerning  a  new 
order  of  knighthood,  called  that  of  the  fueen  %  and  in 
order  to  give  this  writing  (which  juftly  excited  the  rifi* 
bility  of  the  aflembly)  more  importance,  he  faid  it  was 
found  in  my  port-foho.  The  reporter  Valaze  is  miftaken  \ 
and  if  the  afiembly  will  order  the  verbal  procefs,  which 
took  place  at  the  examination  of  my  papers,  to  be  looked 
into,  it  will  appear  that  this  writing  was  not  found  in  any 
of  my  port-folios,  but  in  a  different  place,  which  I  (ha^ 
not  name.  It  would  have  been  difficult  to  have  read  it| 
had  they  iipt  ieparated  it  from  a  letter  which  was  inclofed 
under  the  faipe4eal.  This  letter,  dated  the  beginning' of 
September  or  O^ober  1790,  was  nearly  in  the  foUowfitig 
terms : 

<*  I  fend  you  the  note  which  I  mentioned  the  day 
^<  before  yefterday.  I  mull  forewarn  you,  that  I  had  it 
<'  from  Qne  whole  fancy  is  a  little  exalted  %  fo  you  may 
^  believe  what  you  pieaie  of  it." 

The  place  in  which  it  was  found  proves  ;bat  {  hj^ 
formed  the  fame  judgment  concerning  it  iffitb  i^p  xuu> 
tional  convention. 

The  members  of  the  conmiittee  dc  SurpeUIance  dt  la 
£ommune,  who  fpent  nine  lipurs  in  examining  thefe  papf rf, 
found  alfo  a  lift  of  an  Auilrian  committee;  co(QpoJGi^4  off 
about  thirty  fictitious  names.  They  were  eager  to  fcigp 
that  writing,  which  they  at  firft  confidered  gs  a  mqtt  ifu* 
portant  difcovery.  Fortunately,  however,  (be  key  t(>  tb^ 
names  was  written  in  the  fecond  column  of  the  foi^e  page^ 
and  contained  the  names  of  M.  M.  Syefts,  ^Qifproet» 
Briflbt^  Robefpierre,  &c«  &c.  But  had  thh  kicy  bf  A 
written  upon  a  difi^nt  iheet,  and  couM  tney  btye  as 
caGly  feparated  it  from  this  lift  as  ^ey  did  the  QOfe  cpn* 
cernmg  the  order  of  CbevaUir  di  la  KeiiUf  from  tbf  Jitter 
above  mentioned,  they  might  then  have  emntoyed  tb?  lift 
as  a  ftrong  proof  of  the  exiftence  of.  an  An^^  cqm« 
mittec. 

Such  then  are  the  £a&s  whfdi  I  thought  it  incumbent 
Oft  me  tp  make  known  to  the  a&mUy.    Theif  aicpt^cy 

ill 
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win  be  cftabUflicd  by  the  proofs  which  I  cite,  whicK  can 
be  verified  by  the  witnefles  whom  I  point  out.  I  (hould 
have  had  a  much  greater  number  to  prefent,  if  the  cata- 
ftrophe  of  the  month  of  September  had  not  driven  from 
France,  or  deftroycd,  the  perfons  who  could  have  attefted 
the  truth. 

(Signed)         De  Bertrind. 


■■ 


No.  III. 

Denunciation  of  Prevarications  committed  in  the  Trial 
of  Louis  XVI.  addrejfed  to  the  National  Con* 
VENTioN,  by  M.  Bertrand  de  Mol£ville, 
Minijier  of  State  in  France^ 

M.  Prefident, 

T  27EK0UNCfi  to  the  national  conrendon,  to  the  people  of 
-'-  France,  and  to  all  Europe,  the  cxlioos  prevarication»- 
which  have  takeiT  place  in  the  trial  of  Louis  XVL  of 
which  I  fliaH  here  point  out  the  proofs,  in  order  to  bavd 
juftice  admihiftered  againft  the  guilty. 

ItH^  the  cburfe  of  laft  month,  I  fent  papers  for  the  defence 
of  Louis  XVI.  to  thtr  garde  du  ffeok^  with  formal  requifi* 
tk)n  to  have  them  delivered  to  the  king.  I  thought  that 
the  futeft  means  of  having  them  conveyed  .to  their  facred 
deftination,  was  to  addrefs  them  to  that'  minifter  of  juf- 
tice^- I  accofdingly  wrote  the  following  btter  to  him: 
•*  Sir^  •  ' 
-*'  As  it  is  one  of  the  mod  facred  duties  of  a  minifter  of 

*  • 

''  juftice  to  proteAthofe  who  are  under  accufation,  and  to 
<^  ftcure  to  thein  every  means  of  clearing  their  innocence, 
**  I  addrefs  thefe  papers  to  you,  folemnly  requefting  tb^t 
'<  they  may  be  delivered  into  thJe  hands  of  Louis  XVI, 
'<  As  the  king's  ancient  minifter,  I  feel  not  only  autho- 
*<  riced,  but-  pbbged  ia  duty  to  point  out  thofe  ciicum- 
<<  ftances  .during  my  adnxiniftration,  that  tend  to  overfed 
"  the  principal  articles  of  the  acct^fatibn  brought  againft 
f*  him.    Such  is  the  obje£t  of  my  demand }  and  you  muft 

«  be 
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<^  be  fcnfible.  Sir,  that  you  cannot  ttjeSt  it,  without  fhewt 
*^  ihg  yourfelf  the  accbmplice  of  one  of  the  moft  atrocious 
**  crimes  of  which  there  is  any  example.** 

A  few  day&  afterwards,  I  fent  under  cover  to  the  fame 
ininifter  a  packet  for  M.  de  Maleflierbes,  intitled,  *<  Papers 
**  for  the  juftification  of  Louis  XVI/'  I  wrote  at  the. 
fame  time  to  advertife  M.  de  Maleiherbes  of  my  fending  - 
them  as  above  mentioned  to  the  garde  du/feau,  and  requir* 
ing  that  he  fhould  alk  them  from  that  miptfter. 

I  am  this  day  informedi  that  when,  in  confequence  of 
that  letter,  M.  de  Maleiherbes  went  himfelf  to  claim  thef& 
packets,  he  was  anfwered  by  ihe  minifter  of  juftice,  that,  on 
finding  they  contained  papers  for  the  juftification  of 
Louis  XVL  he  had  thought  himfelf  obliged  to  fend  them' 
to  the  national  convention.  ' 

I  muft  obferve  here,  that  the  conduft  of  the  minifter  of 
juftice  upon  this  occafion  is  of  a  piece  with  the  barbarous 
practice  of  the  keepers  and  jailors  of  prifons  under  the 
ancient  government,  in  fending*  all  letters  or  papers  ad* 
drefled  to  the  prifoncr,  to  the  ma^iftrate  fuperintending 
the  prilbns.  *  There  was  then,  however,  one  fure  means 
of 'having  letters,  &c.  remitted  to  the  ptifoner,  namely,  by 
addrefling  tliem.direftly  to  that  magiftr.ate.  Neverthelefi 
the  coTlftituent  aflembly,  juftly  indignant  at  the  (lownefs 
of  this  means,  and  the  inhumanity  of  thefe  precautions, 
formally  abpHfhed  this  puftom  by  the  new  criminal  code.  It» 
decreed,  that  the  prifoner  ihould  not  only  receive  all  papers 
and  memorials  which  might  afTift  in  their  defence,  but  that 
a  copy  of  their  indiftment,  and  of  the  procedure,  fliould 
be  given  them-in  twenty-four  hours  after  it  was  demanded^ 
either  by  .themfclves  or  their  counfel.  But  when  I  fo- 
icmnly  addrcfs  myfclf  to  the  minifter  fpecially  appointed 
to  maintiiin  the  execution  of  this  law;  he  does  not  fcruple 
to  infringe  it,  under  pretence  that  he  has  no  communica-* 
tion  with  the  prifoiier. 

^  If  fuch  a  pretext  is  admitted,  every  law  made  for  the  pro- 
te6lion  of  the  accufed  may  be  equally  violated  by  his  judges 
thcmfelves,  as  there  is  not  one  of  them  who  has  any  coni- 
munication  with  the  prifoncr. 

The  conduft  of  the  minifter  of  juftice  is  ftill  mo^  un- 
juftifiable  with  regard  to  M.  de  Maleiherbes.  Could  he 
poflibly  imagine  it  was  his  duty  to  deprive  the  defender  of 
Louis  XVi.  of  papers  fent  for  his  client's  juftification  ? 
So  that  the  fuperfcription  which  I  wrote  upon  the  packet, 

as 


«  • 

as  a  fecurity  for  k^  beiog  delivered^  wds  cxaAljr  what  de« 
termined  t|ie  mfni|!ter  ofjuftice  not  only  to  keep  it  up  £rom 
M.  dc  Maleiherbesi  but  to  fend  it  to  the  very  committer' 
which  coodu^ied  the  procefs  againft  the  king. 

Could  we  fuppofe  a  legal  court  of  afra(EnS|  what  con* 
in£t  could  more  naturally  be  exppdied  from  the  piincipal 
agent  of  fucha  court,  than  to  deliver  th^  papers  tranfmttted 
to  hi^  for  the  defence  of  the  accuTed^  into  the  hands  of 
the  accufers  ? 

I  fubmit  the  above  confiderations  to  the  jullxce  of  the 
national  convention,  and  (hall  proceed  in  my  ftatemept  o£ 

tas. 

M,  de  Malefherbes  went  to  the  committer,  and  claimed 
the  packets.  He  found  that  both  had  been  opened ;  thej 
contained  printed  and  written  papers.  iThe  printed  pa- 
pers were  delivered  to  him  i  but  he  vvas  informed  that  he 
could  not  have  the  others  withput  an  ord^r  from  the  con- 
vention. A  member  of  the  committee  went  with  the  pa- 
pers to  the  Convention  to  denian4  this  V^^*  ^^  '^~ 
turned,  aiid  tpld  M.  Je  Malefherbes,  tHat.  upoti  his  de- 
mand, the  afiembly  had  pafled  to  the  oi^^cv  of  the  day. 
T|ie  member  did  not  bripg  back  the  p44>erSf  he  left  thehsi 
I  pa  the  bureau. 

M.  dp  Maleflierbes  aiked  what  mjcans  he  could  take  to 
ob^in  thefe  papers?    llie  members  of  the  committee 
^}Qoked  at  each  other,  but  nobody  anfwered  him. 

The  JEtnking  injuftice  of  refufing  to  allow  M.  d^  Male- 
Iherbes  fo  much  as  to  read  thofe  papers,  mud  be  ia)pttte4 
tp  tbf  i^orance  or  guilt  of  fome  inferioi;  agenf:  of  the 
po|nnf)]jt;e9 ;  for  certainly  none  of  its  members  would  have 
D^ti  acceiToty  to  fuch  illegal  conduA. 

I  ^m  equally  convinced  that  the  ai&mbly  would  pot  have 
pa^ed  to  fhe  order  of  the  day,  on  the  demand  of  M.  de 
Naleiherbes,  had  the  nature  of  the  requeft  been  clear  It 
reprefented.  The  fad  however  xs^  that  thofe  intrudea 
with  the  king^s  defence  were  obliged  to  make  it  without 
|he^  affiftance  of  thefe  papers.  Unfcnrtupatel^  they  were 
not  tlie  pn/y  papqrs  which  were  kept  up ;  for  it  is  known, 
that  when  the  papers  in  the  king^s  cabinet  were  feized  and 
Cijarried  away,  none  of  the  formalities  which  the  law  exads, 
and  the  particulars  Can  loudly  called  for,  were  ufed  to 
prevent  fubtra£lion,  alteration,  or  fubftitution^  ^f  cburfe 
|ionc  of  thpfe  papers  can,  with  thje  leaft  colour  of  law  %k 
jiifticei  be  pro4uced  agakift  the  king  \  yet  they  are  pro* 
^  ^    '  duccd 
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diic^d  and  urged  againft  nim,  as  if  all  thofe  formalities 
had  been  obferved ;  and  beGdes,  a  colledion^  falfely  called 
complete,  of  tbe  papers  found  in  his  majefty's  cabinet,  was^ 
by  orders  of  the  committeei  printed,  and  profufely  diftri* 
buted  oyer  the  kingdom  \  but  this  colle^iioni  fo  far  from 
being  complete,  confifted  only  of  fuch  papers  as  admitted 
pf  malignant  interpretations,  which  were  with  much  affi- 
duity  given  to  them,  enforced  and  illuftrated  by  calumnioos 
notes.    It  is  to  be  hoped,  that  the  authors  of  thefe  notes 
are  not  of  the  number  of  the  king's  judees,  no  more  than 
thofe  deputies  who  have  betrayed  (uch  a  tfairft  for  the  king's 
blood,  that  they  have  anticipated  their  votes  for  his  death 
by  printing  and  publiihing  their  opinions.     According  to 
the  laws  of  all  civilifed  countries,  a  judge  who  condemns 
a  perfon  accufed,  without  having  heard  his  defence,  thereby 
loies  the  right  of  finally  judging  him,  and  is  confidered  as 
on  the  fame  footing  with  the  accufers.     Were  it  poflible  to 
fuppofe  that  this  law  could  be  violated  in  the  cafe  of 
Louis  XVI.   the  French   nation,   fired  with  indignation 
againft  fuch  flagrant  injuftice,  would  undoubtedly  rife  like 
one  man,  and  pour  vengeance  on  the  b'afe  infringers  of 
a  principle  fo  felf- evident  and  facred.    Trufting  to  the 
juftice  of  the  national  convention,  I  demand  that  the  pa- 
pers for  the  juflification  of  Louis  XVL  which  I  fend  under 
cover  to  the  minifter  of  juftice,  may  be  remitted  to  the 
king's  defenders ;   and  as  to  the  papers  found  in  the  king's 
cab^ntt^  but  which  the  authors  of  the  printed  colleftion 
though;  it  expedient  to  fupprefs,  I  can,  from  my  own  cer» 
tain  knowledge,  only  point  out  the  following : 

I  ft,  A  copy  of  a  letter  to  the  king  frotx)  three  deputies 
of  the  legiflative  aflembly,  of  great  influence,  dated  in  the 
month  of  July  laft*  This  letter  contained  a  predi&ion  of 
the  loth  of  Auguft  \  and  the  recall  of  Servan,  Claviere, 
and  Roland,  was  propofed  as  the  only  means  of  preventing 
that  cataftrophe.  As  I  faw  the  king  in  public  only  after 
my  retreat  from  the  miniftry,  I  had  not  an  opportunity  of 
reading  the  letter  myfclf,  but  I  was  informed  of  its  con* 
tent^  by  perfons  who  have  read  it.  I  ihali  name  thefe 
perfons,  and  likewife  the  deputies,  as  foon  as  the  proofs 
fliall  be  taken  into  conGderation,  and  the  witneiTes  in  fa- 
vour of  the  king  are  to  be  heard,  according  to  the  indif^ 
penfable  form  in  all  criminal  caufes. 

The  letter  of  thofe  three  deputies  may  at;  leaft  ferve  to 
prove,  that  die  torrents  of  blood  (bed  on  the  xoth  of  Au« 

guft 
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guft  ought  not  to  be  attributed  to  Louis  XVI.  but  to  the 
fadion  who  wiflied  to  dethrone  him,  in  order  that  Servan^ 
Claviere,  and  Roland  might  be  recalled  to  adminiftration. 
Thyerry,  the  king's  firft  valet  de  chambre,  who  received  the 
letter  from  them,  and  delivered  it  to  the  king,  was  after- 
wards affaflinated,  though  he  was  abfent  from  the  palace 
on  the  lOth  of  Augudt 

id,  A  copy  of  a  plan,  confiding  of  twenty  -one  articles, 
fecretly  agreed  on  at  Mantua,  in  the  month  of  May  1791, 
by  the  emperor  Leopold ;  the  objeft  of  which  was  the  re- 
eitablifliment  of  the  king's  ancient  and  legal  authority. 
For  this  end  the  emperor  propofed  to  enter  France  with 
his  army,  in  the  beginning  of  the  month  of  July  following, 
a  period  in  which  neither  our  armies  nor  frontiers  were  in 
a  ftare  of  defence. 

The  king  alone  could  have  prevented  the  execution 
of  this  plan,  and  he  did  prevent  it.  All  exafted  from  him 
was  his  confent,  which  was  to  be  kept  fecret.  He  refufed 
this,  without  confulting  any  body  ;  he  needed  no  advice 
when  the  tranquillity  of  his  people  was  at  (lake  ;  and  he 
faw  that  this  plan  could  not  be  executed  without  bloodflied* 

The  two  only  minifters  who  had  knowledge  of  thefe 
fafts,  and  of  an  infinity  of  others  equally  important  for 
the  king's  juftification,  were  Meflrs.  Montmorin  and  de 
I^flart,  who  unfortunately  have  both  perifhed.  It  is  diffi- 
cult to  attribute  to  chance  either  the  feleflion  of  the  vic- 
tims facrificed  on  the  2d  of  September,  or  that  of  the  king's 
papers  which  have  been  fuppreflcd.  However  that  may  be, 
if  Leopold's  plan  is  not  found,  I  Hiall,  as  foon  as  the  king's 
procefs  is  commenced,  name  three  perfons  who  had  a 
complete  knowledge  of  all  the  particulars  of  that  plan, 
and  can  afcertain  the  contents  in  as  fatisfa<^ory  a  manner 
as  if  the  original  plan  itfelf  were  laid  before  the  con- 
tention. 

3d,  A  journal  written  by  the  king  himfelf  for  his  own 
private  ufe,  containing  every  thing  of  confequence  he  has 
done  fince  he  afcended  the  throne  5  his  projefts,  views, 
and  even  the  faults  he  has  to  reproach  himfelf  with,  are 
there  inferted.  This  journal,  which  may  be  confidered 
as  a  faithful  pifture  of  Louis  XVL  drawn  by  himfelf 
only,  would  be  a  moll  interefling  part  of  the  intended  pro- 
cefs. Even  in  the  faults  with  which  he  reproaches  himfelf, 
his  virtues,  and  uniform  attachment  to  his  people,  would 
evidently  appear. 

5  That 
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'  That  thU  journal  was  amongft  the  king^s  papers,  is 
proved  by  a  letter  which  M.  de  Maleflierbes  has  juft  re- 
ceived from  M.  de  Liancourt. 

Thefe,  Sir,  are  the  fa£ts  on  which  I  call  for  the  ani- 
madverfion  of  the  national  convention,  and  the  attention 
of  all  Europe  ;  and  for  this  purpofe  I  nave  thought  it  my 
duty  to  render  this  application  as  public  as  poiCble,  by 
confiding  it  in  the  hands  of  the  lord  mayor  of  London, 
and  direfiing  it  to  be  publiihed  in  the  newfpapers.  And 
I  now  folemnly  call  on  you,  Sir,  as  prefident,  to  commu- 
nicate it  to  the  convention,  otherwife  you  become  perfon* 
ally  anfwerable  for  the  confequences  of  thofe  important 
fa£ls  remaining  unknown  to  them. 

(Signed)        De  Bert&and* 


■w 
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Jean  Silvain  Bajlly,  fo  bis  Fellow-citizens  * 

WAS    fummoned  as  a  witnefs  on   the  trial  of  Marie 

Antoinette  ;  I  found  myfelf  named  and  inculpated  iji 
the  a^  of  accufation  directed  againil  her.  In  the  courfe 
of  ihy  depofition,  I  was  interrogated  refpe£ling  the  events 
of  the  17th  of  July  at  the  Champ  de  Mars\  I  was  alfo 
queftioned  refpedling  my  connections  with  la  Fayette  and 
la  Rochefoucault.  It  was  fuggefted  that  I  had  had  cri- 
minal relations  with  the  ci-devant  court  \  and  I  was  aflced 
concerning  certain  fecret  meetings  faid  to  have  been  held 
at  the  caftle.  My  anfwers,  (;uisfa£lory  as  they  were,  could 
only  be  heard  by  the  citizens  prefent  at  the  trial. 

He  who  has  occupied  an  important  po(t  owes  to  tKe 
people  an  account  of  his  condu£t  in  the  exercife  of  thofe 
fun£lions  with  which  they  have  intruded  him.  I  am 
going,  therefore,  at  prefent  to  difcharge  the  duty. 

The  aft  of  accufation  againlt  Marie  Antoinette  con- 
tained the  following  p^flage  :  '<  It  is  manifeft,  from  the 
'<  declarations  of  Louis  Charles  Capet,  and  of  the  girl 

•^  Capet, 
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**  Capet,  that  la  Fayette,  a  favourite,  in  every  fen/e  of  the 
<<  word  *,  of  the  widow  Capet,  and  Bailly,  then  inayor, 
''  #ere  prefent  at  the  flight  from  the  palace  of  the  Thuil* 
<*  leries  \  and  that  they  favoured  it  with  all  their  power •** 
It  is  falfe,  that  I  was  at  the  Thuilleriea  on  the  day  of  tlie 
loth  of  June,  tt  is  falfci  that  I  in  any  manner  facilitated 
the  flight  of  Louis's  family.  It  is  trutf,  on  the  contrary, 
that  I  did  every  thing  in  my  power  to  prevent  it- 

Updn  being  informed  of  the  declaration  inade  by  yoong 
Louis  and  his  fifter,  I  requefl;ed  the  prefident  of  the  tri* 
bunal  to  demand  of  the  accufed,  ift,  At  what  hour  (he 
and  Louis  left  the  Thuilleries  on  the  20th  of  June  ?  adiy. 
If  I  were  prefent  ?  The  prefident  replied,  that  the  accufed 
had  in  her  examination  anticipated  my  queftions,  by  de- 
claring, lit,  That  they  had  fet  oflF  between  eleven  and 
twelve  o'clock  at  night ;  ^d  adiy,  That  I  was  not  prefent. 
Thus  the  teftimony  of  the  mother  overthrew  that  of  the 
children. 

For  feveral  months  it  had  been  rumoured,  that  the 
flight  of  Louis  was  at  hand. .  I  had  conftantly  tranfmitted 
to  the  committee  of  refearch  all  the  information  that  I  re- 
ceived. Thefe  rumours  were  renewed  on  the  19th  and 
aoth.  I  had  been  for  feventeen  days  ill  of  a  quinfey, 
from  which  I  was  beginning  to  recover.  On  the  evening . 
of  Monday  I  received  freih  information,  which  Induced 
me  to  lend  for  three  of  the  neareft  municipal  officers  to 
my  houfe,  that  I  might  not  have  to  decidfc  alohe  on  tbe 
exigencies  of  the  moment. 

I  fent  for  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  national 
guards  ;  and  in  the  meanwhile  dreflfed  myfdf  at  all  events. 
The  citizen  Cochon  de  I'Apparent,  at  that  time  member 
of  the  conftituent  aflembly  and  of  the  committee  of  re- 
fearch, came  to  communicate  to  me  what  he  knew :  He 
was  witnefs  to  what  pafled  at  my  houfe,  and  can  give 
teftimony  of  my  condu£l.  Upon  the  arrival  of  thic  com- 
mander in  chief,  we  communicated  to  him  the  informatioii 
which  we  had  received,  and  the  apprehenfion  which  #e 

*  Any  one  would  conclude  from  this  expreflfion,  that  la  Fayttte 
was  very  much  in  the  queen's  good  graces.  She  could  not  endure 
him,  and  often  ufcd  to  lay  to  bei  Iriendi,  *■  Muft  I  always  6ave  that 
*'  coxcomb  before  my  eyes  ?**  I  have  this  anecdote  From  peribiis  of 
veracity.  Recourfe  was  had  to  la  Fayette  only  becaufe  he  wks  com- 
mander  of  the  national  guard^  and  might  have  difcoilccrted  tlietr  |A« 
}eas« 

3  laA 
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Jiad  entertained.  We  reminded  him  that  it  was  his  duty 
to  guard  the  Thuilleiies.  He  anfwered,  that  he  was  going 
to  the  palace ;  that  he  would  give  the  ftri£left  orders;  srnd 
that>  though  he  thought  the  fuppofed  projcSt  very  im- 
probable, he  would  take  care  to  prevent  the  polEbility  of 
its  execution.  La  Fayette  went  in  fad  to  the  palace,  and 
returned  a  little  after  twelve  o'clock  to  my  houfe.  He  * 
aflured  us  that  all  the  gates  were  faft  \  and  that  he  had 
himfelf  renewed  the  watch-word  at  all  the  entrances  ;  he 
added  (an  expreffion  which  I  very  well  remember),  that  a 
moufe  could  not  get  out  of  the.  palace.  He  further  faid, 
that  Gouvion,  the  major-general,  would  pafs  the  night  at 
the  gate  of  Villequier.  Thefe  are  the  fa^s  which  are  in 
the  knowledge  of  the  perfons  before-mentioned ;  beiides 
'which,  the  fteward  and  porter  of  the  houfe,  Jean  Baptille 
Moufibn,  my  prefent  fervant^  my  former  coachman  (named 
Bellanger),  Fran9ois  the  infpedlor  of  the  lights,  and  all 
thofe  who  were  in  my  fervice  on  the  aoth  of  June,  cao 
atteft  that  I  did  not  leave  my  houfe  on  that  day. 

Louis  and  his  family,  it  is  well  known,  travelled  with  a 
paflport  given  bv  Montmorin,  for  a  perfon  named,  if  I 
recoUeA  right,  the  baronefs  de  Kroff.  Some  days  before 
the  flight  in  looking  over  my  letters,  I  found  that  M.  Si- 
molin,  the  Ruflian  ambaflador,  had  applied  to  me  for  ^ 
paflport  for  the  baronefs  de  Kroff.  I  had  fome  pafTpbrta 
ready  figned,  which  were  delivered  to  me  by  the  minifter. 
After  a  moment's  reflexion,*  I  faid,  **  But  why  does  the 
<^  Ruflian  ambaflador  defire  a  pafljport  for  a  foreigner  ?- 
<'  He  ought  to  apply  to  the  mlnifter  for  foreign  affairs." 
I  referred  him,  therefore,  to  that  minider,  and  thus  ef-^ 
taped,  by  good  fortune,  the  (nare  which  was  laid  for  mef. 
Montmorin,  it  is  known,  declared  that  he  gave  two  pafl*« 
ports,  on  an  afliurance  that  the  fird  was  burnt. 

It  is,  therefore,  falfe  that  I  was  prefent  at  the  flight  of 
Louis,  and  that  I  favoured  with  all  my  power  the  lib^rti- 
cide  proje£l.  It  is,  on  the  contrary,  moft  indifputable, 
that  1  did  every  thing  in  my  power  to  prevent  it. 

I  was  interrogated  refpe£^ing  certain  private  meetings 
faid  to  have  been  held  at  the  Thuilleries,  and  compofed, 
as  it  was  aflerted,  of  intriguers  and  members  of  the  con* 
ftituent  aflembly,  Mirabeau,  Barnave,  Laraeth,  &c. :  it 
feemed  that  I  was  fuppofed  to  have  aflifted  at  them.  I 
affimi  that  I  never  had  any  knowledge  of  fuch  meetings  % 
that  I  Qever  aflifted  at  them  ;  that  I  never  was  connedied 

?0L.  U.  u  H  with 
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with  any  of  thofe  who  were  confidered  as  party-ktderst 
fuch  as  MirabeaUs  Barnave,  and  the  two  Lameths  ;  that 
my  connexions  with  la  Fayette  neceflarily  refulted  from 
the  mutual  relation  of  our  offices;  that  the  cooiidence 
which  I  had  in  hini)  cfpeciatly  during  the  firft  year,  waa 
didiated  by  the  whole  nation ;  but  that  thofe  connefkiona 
were  only  official,  and  that  I  never  poflTefled  his  pectiliar 
confidence. 

It  was  aflcvted  that  fome  of  their  meetings  were  held  at 
la  Rochefoucault's.  I  anfwered,  that  I  knew  fereral  de- 
puties, and  amongft  others  la  Fayette,  often  met  in  the 
evening  at  the  houfe  of  la  Rochefoucault  |  but  that  I  waa 
never  there  myfelf. 

The  unfortunate  day  of  the  Champ  de  Mars  was  men* 
tioned )  and  it  was  termed  a  confpiracy  to  afiaffinate  the 
true  patriots.  The  national  afTembly  being  informed  that 
mobs  were  coUeAing  to  refift  the  decree  paficd  the  pre- 
ceding eveningj  and  judging  chat  every  appearance  of  re* 
fiftance  againft  the  law  was  criminal,  ordered  the  depart«- 
ment  and  the  municipality  to  redrain  thofe  mobs  by  all 
the  means  with  which  the  conditution  had  invefted  them* 
The  official  accounts,  which  are  preferved  among  the  ar- 
chives of  the  national  aflembly,  and  of  the  municipality^ 
prove  that  the  municipal  body  had  in  the  morning  em« 
ployed  all  the  means  of  perfuafion  to  difperfe  the  molti- 
tude. 

When  the  municipality  in  a  body  afterwards  entered  the 
Champ  de  la  Federation,  every  one  knows  the  magiilrates 
had  not  time  to  make  the  fummonfes  prefcribed  by  the 
law )  but  that  the  municipality  and  the  national  guard 
were  aflailed  with  a  (hower  of  ftones ;  that  one  of  the 
rioters  fired  a  piftol-fhot  againft  the  municipality;  and 
that  the  ball,  after  paifing  by  me,  ftruck  the  tbigh  of  a 
dragoon  of  the  troops  of  the  line  who  had  joined  the  iia« 
tional  guards^  and  who  afterwards  died  of  the  wound. 

It  has  been  faid  that  the  authors  of  thefe  diforders,  and 
of  this  murder,  were  not  at  all  connedied  with  the  citixena 
aflembled  round  the  altar  of  their  country.  But,  in  (zSt^ 
the  national  guard  only  fired  upon  the  bank  from  whence 
the  ftones  and  the  piftol-ftiots  had  proceeded.  It  is  added, 
that  the  men  who  occupied  this  bank  had  been  fent  by  la 
Fayette  and  me.  This  accufation  is  without  proof;  and 
it  is  abfolutety  falfe.  I  make  this  affirmation  as  far  as 
regards  myfelf.    It  is,  moreover,  evident  that  if  thefe  men 

8  had 
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had  been  our  agents  they  would  doubtlefs  have  avoided 
-firing  on  me  or  on  the  municipality. 

But  it  is  faid,  la  Fayctle  was  Teconciled,  in  June  1791, 
with  Lameth  and  the  others,  and  they  altogether  plotted 
the  downfal  of  liberty.  I  know  not  what  plots  may  have 
Been  formed  by  men  with  whom  I  never  had  any  connec- 
tion. I  remarked  indeed  that  reconciliation^  and  I  was 
furprifed  at  it ;  but  it  cannot  be  f:Hd  that  I  was  reconciled 
with  the  Lameths,  fince  1  had  neither  any  quarrel  or  con* 
xie£lion  with  them.  I  do  not  recolle£t  that  I  have  fpoken 
with  either  of  them  for  two  minutes  together  iince  the 
revolution.  I  have  never  had  a  continued  intercourfc 
with  any  of  the  deputies,  unlefs  it  was  what  the  affairs  of 
the  city  gave  me. in  the  different  eommittees.  If  la  Fayette 
engaged  in  any  intrigues,  he  was  too  well  acquainted  with 
my  patriotifm  to  make  me  his  confidant. 

With  regard  to  my  connexions  with  the  court,  a  cir- 
cumflance  which  fully  proves  my  innocence,  is,  that 
among  the  numerous  papers  belonging  to  Louis»  which 
were  found  both  at  the  houfe  of  la  Porte  and  in  the  iron 
clofet,  papers  in  which  a  great  number  of  perfons  are  im« 
plicated  in  a&irs  more  or  lefs  culpablcy  there  is  not  one 
which  can  draw  on  me  the  fmalled  reproach.  What  i% 
more,  I  am  named  in  fome  of  thofe  pjpersi  but  it  is  as  an 
enemy.    Some  attack  ipe  by  farcafm,  and  endeavour  to 

i)lace  me  in  a  ridiculous  point  of  view  (fee  Cazotte's 
etters) ;  others,  fuch  as  Talon,  fay,  **  Sire,  if  you  make 
"  fuch  facrifices,  Bailly  will  come  and  make  you  a  fine 
**  harangue."  Others  fay,  and  that  of  the  date  of  17911 
**  the  mayor  of  Paris  will  be  managed,  fo  as  to  prevent 
'<  him  from  giving  us  any  further  trouble."  Finally,  fome 
tf  them  talk  of  the  neceffity  of  t^jcing  off  my  head. 

I  have  gained  nothing  in  the  revolution  $  on  the  con* 
trary,  it  has  caufed  me  to  lofe^fome  valuable  places ;  and 
h  has  almoft  entirely  deftroyed  my  fortune.  I  have  need, 
my  dear  fellow-citizens,  of  yonr  efteem ;  I  am  fure  that 
you  will  fooner  or  later  do  me  juftice,  but  I  have  need  of 
that  juftice  whilft  I  am  alive  and  in  the  midft  of  you.  I 
had  previoufly  deferved  it  by  fifty  years  of  continued  pro« 
bity ;  and  my  claim  cannot  but  be  augmented  and  con« 
finned  by  nearly  three  years  of  entire  devotion  to  your 
interefta,  with  no  other  recompence  than  your  efteem. 

(Signed)  Baii.lt. 

BH  % 
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Letierfrom  Charlotte  Corday  to  Barbaroux; 

In  the  prifon  of  the  Abbaye,  from  tbs 
room  formerly  occupied  by  Briflbc» 
the  (econd  day  of  my  preparauiotf 
for  peace. 

^OU  requefted)  citizen,  an  account  of  my  journey;  I 
'  will  not  excufe  you  from  a  detail  of  the  lltghteft  anec* 
dote.  I  travelled  with  good  mountaineers,  ^om  I  fuf- 
fered  to  talk  as  much  as  they  pleafed,  and  their  difcour(e» 
which  was  as  abfurd  as  their  perfons  were  difagrceable, 
contributed  not  a  little  to  lull  me  to  fleep.  I  was  not 
perfe£lly  awake  till  I  came  to  Paris.  One  of  my  fellow- 
travellers,  who  undoubtedly  is  an  admirer  of  fleepy  wo« 
men,  took  me  for  the  daughter  of  one  of  his  old  firiend^ 
fuppofed  me  poflefled  of  a  fortune  which  i  have  not,  gave 
me  a  name  which  I  had  never  heard,  and  in  concluGon^ 
offered  me  his  fortune  and  his  hand.  When  I  was  tired 
of  his  converfation,  I  faid,  <^  We  are  admirable  comedians^ 
'<  what  a  pity,  that  with  fuch  talents,  we  have  no  fpe^a« 
<*  tors:  I  will  go  and  fetch  our  fellow-travellen,  that 
<'  they  may  have  their  (hare  of  amufement."  I  left  him  ii^ 
a  very  ill  humour  ;  all  night  he  fung  plaintive  fongs,  ex« 
cellent  provocatives  of  fleep.  At  length  I  parted  with  him 
at  Paris,  refufing  to  give  him  my  addrefs  or  that  of  my 
father,  of  whom  he  wifhed  to  alk  me  in  marriage.  He 
.  left  me  evidently  difpleafed. 

I  did  not  know  that  the  people  here  had  interrogated 
my  fellow-travellers,  and  I  maintained  that  I  knew  none 
of  them,  that  I  might  fpare  them  the  difagreeable  talk  of 
undergoing  interrogatories  refpediing  me.  In  this,  I  fol« 
lowed  my  oracle,  Raynal,  who  fays,  it  is  not  our  duty  to 
tell  truth  to  our  tyrants.  The  lady  who  travelled  with 
|ne,  gave  them  the  information  that  I  was  acquainted  with 
you,  and  had  fpoke  to  Duperret. 

Tou  know  the  firmncfs  of  Duperret's  mind ;  in  his 
anfwers  he  told  them  the  exadl  truth,  and  his  depoCtioa 
Was  corroborated  by  mine,  nothing  appears  againft  him^ 
but  his  courage  is  a  crime.  I  confefs,  I  was  apprehenfive 
that  my  having  fpoke  to  him  would  be  difcovered^  and  re- 
pented 
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pented  it  when  too  late*  I  wiflied  to  repair  my  fault  by 
inducing  him  to  go  and  join  you,  but  he  vrzs  too  refolute 
to  take  my  advice.  Sure  of  his  innocence,  and  of  the  in- 
nocence of  every  one  clfe,  I  refolved  to  execute  my  pro- 
ject. Would  you  believe  it  ?.  Fanchet  is  in  prifon  as  my 
accomplice  j  he  who  did  not  even  know  of  my  exiftence. 

But  the  people  are  not  content  to  have  only  an  un- 
important woman  fucrificed  to  the  manes  of  that  greai 
man.  Pardon  me,  my  fellow-creatures !  for  fuch  an  ufe 
of  this  word  as  diihonours  yonr  fpecies  ;  he  was  a  ferocious 
beaft,  who  intended  to  deftroy  the  reft  of  France  by  the 
flames  of  civil  war.     Now,  peace  for  ever !  i 

Four  members  were  prcfent  at  my  firft  interrogatory. 
Chabot  looked  like  a  madman }  Legendre  inGfted  that  he 
had  fecn  me  in  the  morning  at  his  houfe ;  I  who  never 
thought  of  the  man ;  I  do  not  confider  him  poirefred  of 
fufficient  abilities  to  be  the  tyrant  of  his  country,  and  it 
was  not  my  defign  to  punifli  every  body.  All  who  fee  m^ 
pretend  that  they  have  known  me  a  long  while,  though^ 
in  h&y  they  never  faw  me  before. 

I  believe  that  the  dying  words  of  Marat  have  been 
printed.  I  doubt  whether  he  uttered  any,  but  thefe  are 
the  lad  he  faid  to  me.  After  having  written  down  all 
your  names,  and  thofe  of  the  adminiftration  of  Calvados 
who  are  at  Evreux,  he  faid,  for  my  comfort,  "  In  a  few 
**  days,  I  will  have  them  all  guillotined  at  Paris."  If  the 
department  places  bis  buft  oppofite  to  that  of  St.  Fargeau, 
they  may  have  thefe  words  engraven  on  it  in  letters  of 
gold. . 

I  will  give  you  no  details  of  this  great  event,  the  journals 
will  be  fufBciently  explibit.  I  confefs  that  my  refolutioQ 
yras  rendered  complete,  by  my  obferving  the  courageous 
manner  in  which  our  volunteers  inroUed  themfelves  on 
the  feventh  of  July  ;  you  may  recollect  the  delight  I  felt, 
and  I  promifed  myfelf  that  I  would  make  Petion  repent  of 
the  fufpicions  he  had  manifcfted  refpe£ling  my  fentimcnts. 
In  fhort,  I  rt&tStcd  that  all  thofe  brave  fellows  were 
fetting  out  to  obtain  the  head  of  one  Tingle  man,  that  they 
would  be  difappointed,  or  that  his  deftru£iion  would  have 
occaiioned  the  death  of  many  good  citizens.  He  did  not 
deferve  fo  diftinguiflied  a  fate  \  the  hand  of  a  woman  waa 
fufficient. 

I  acknowledge  that  I  ufed  a  treacherous  artifice  to  in« 
dttce  him  tp  admit  me:  all  expedient^  are  juftifiable  ia 

u  H  3  fuch 
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fUch  a  caufe.  I  intended,  when  I  left  Calvados,  to  have 
facrificed  him  on  the  fummit  of  the  Mountain,  but  he  no 
longer  attended  the  convention. 

I  wifh  I  had  kept  your  letter,  it  would  have  proved  that 
I  had  no  accomplices ;  but  time  will  elucidate  that  point. 

We  are  fuch  good  republicans  at  Paris,  that  it  is  not 
conceived  how  an  ufelefs  woman,  who,  if  (he  lived  her 
longed  poffible  term,  would  do  no  good,  could,  in  cold 
blood,  facrifice  herfelf  to  fave  her  country.  I  cxpefied  to 
have  been  infiantly  put  to  death,  but  fome  men,  truly 
courageous,  and  fuperior  to  all  commendation,  prefervcd 
me  from  the  excuf^ble  rage  of  thofe  whom  I  had  rendered 
unhappy.  As  I  really  retained  my  prefence  of  mind,  I 
felt  hurt  at  the  exclamations  of  fome  women,  bnt  thofe 
who  fave  their  country  think  nothing  of  the  price  it  cofts 
them.  May  peace  be  tftablifhed  as  foon  as  I  wifli  it !  This, 
however,  is  a  grand  preliminary,  without  which  it  would 
never  have  been  obtained.  For  thefe  two  days  I  have  en- 
joyed a  delicious  ft  ate  of  peace.  The  happinefs  of  my 
country  conftitutes  mine  5  there  is  no  aft  of  felf-devotioit 
which  does  not  over-pay  in  pleafure,  the  pain  of  refolving 
to  adopt  it 

I  have  no  doubt  that  ray  father  will  be  tormented  on  my 
account :  the  lofs  of  me  will  be  a  fufficitnt  aflSidion.  If 
my  letters  are  found  in  his  pofTtflion,  the  greater  part  of 
them  are  portraits  of  you;  if  they  contain  any  pleafantries 
reflefling  on  you,  I  beg  you  to  forgive  me,  and  impute 
them  to  my  levity.  In  my  laft  letter  I  led  my  father  to 
believe  that,  apprehenfive  of  the  horrors  of  a  civil  war,  I 
intended  retiring  to  England.  My  projefk  then  was  to 
remain  incognita^  to  kill  Marat  publicly,  and,  by  an  imme* 
diate  death,  leave  the  people  of  Paris  to  an  unavailing  in- 
quiry after  my  name. 

I  beg,  citizen,  that  you  and  your  colleagues  will  take 

care  to  defend  my  relations  and  friends,  if  they  are  ino- 

lefted  ;  I  fay  nothing  of  my  dear  friends  the  ariftocrats, 

the   remembrance  of  whom  I  preferve  in   my  heart;! 

never  hated  but  one  fingle  being,  and  I  have  demonftratcd 

how  violent  that  hatred  was  ;  but  there  are  thoufands 

whom  I  love  v^ith  ftill  more  warmth  than  I  hated  him» 

A  lively   imagination  atid  a  feeling  heart  promife  but  a 

ftormy  life  ;  I  beg  thofe  who  may  regret  my  fate  to  think 

of  this,  and  they  will  rejoice  at  feeing  me  enjoy  repofe  in 

the  Elyfian  Selds  with  Brutus  and  a  few  of  the  ancients^ 

As 
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As  for  tbe  modernSt  there  are  few  real  patriots,  who 
know  how  to  die  for  their  country  \  tfaejr  are  almoft  all 
felfifh.     What  a  difmal  people  to  form  a  republic  I 

It  is  neceilary,  in  the  iirft  place,  to  eftablifh  peace,  and 
a  government  will  afterwards  come  as  it  can  :  at  leaft,  if 
my  advice  may  be  taken,  the  Mountain  would  not  be  per« 
mitted  to  reign. 

I  am  exceedingly  well  accommodated  in  my  prifon  ;  the 
jailors  are  the  beft  kind  of  people  in  the  world  $  to  keep 
away  ennui  they  have  placed  military  men  in  my  room. 
I  like  that  very  well  by  day,  and  very  ill  by  night.  I  have 
complained  of  the  indecency,  but  no  one  has  thought  fie 
to  pay  any  attentbn  to  my  remonftrance.:  I  believe  this 
xnuft  be  an  invention  of  Chabot ;  none  but  a  Capuchin 
could  have  fuch  ideas* 

-  I  pafs  my  time  in  writing  fongs  ;  I  give  the  laft  ftanza 
of  one  written  by,  Validi  to  all  who  will  accept  of  it ;  I 
afiure  all  the  Parifians  that  we  only  take  up  arms  agamft 
anarchy,  which  is  the  exa£l  truth, 

[At  the  time  of  writing  this  part  of  her  letter,  Charlotte 
Corday  had  undergone  her  firil  examination ;  when  flie 
had  proceeded  thus  far,  (he  was  interrogated  a  fecond 
time,  and  committed  to  the  Concier^erie,  from  which 
prifon  ibe  continued  her  epiftle  to  Barbaroux  in  thefe 
words  '2 

Here  am  I,  committed  to  the  Conciergerie,  and  the 
gentlemen  of  the  jury  having  promifed  to  fend  you  my 
letter,  I  proceed. 

I  have  undergone  a  long  interrogatory,  which,  if  it  is 
publifhed,  I  beg  you  will  obtain.  I  had  in  my  pofleflion^ 
when  arrefted,  an  addrefs  to  the  friends  of  peace  ;  I  can- 
not fend  it  to  you,  and  it  would  be  in  vain  for  me  to  de<* 
mand  that  it  (hould  be  publifhed*  I  had  thought  yefter- 
day  of  making  a  prefent  of  my  portrait  to  the  department 
of  Calvados ;  but  the  committee  of  public  fafety,  of 
whom  I  demanded  it,  returned  no  anfwer,  and  it  is  now 
too  late. 

I  dcfire,  citizen,  that  you  will  communicate  this  letter 
to  citizen  Bougon,  procureur^general  fyndh  of  the  depart* 
ment.  I  do  not  write  to  him  for  feveral  reafons ;  I  atn 
not  certain,  in  the  firft  place,  that  he  is^now  at  Evreux^ 
I  fear,  moreover,  that  being  naturally  compaflionate,  he 

H  li  4  will 
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trill  be  afic^led  at  my  death,  yet  I  believe  him  good 
citizen  enough  to  confole  himfelf  in  the  hope  of  peace*,  I 
know. how  fincerely  he  defires  it,  and  hope  that  in  faci- 
litating it8  return  I  have  fulfilled  his  wiflies.  If  any  of 
my  friends  defire  to  fee  this  letter,  I  hope  you  will  not 
retttfe  them, 

I  muft  have  a  defender,  for  it  is  a  rule ;  I  have  chofed 
one  from  the  Mountain,  Guftavus  Doulcet ;  I  fuppofe  he 
will  refufe  me  the  honour,  it  would,  however,  qoft  him 
but  little  trouble.  I  thought  of  afking  Robefpierre  or 
Chabot.  I  {hall  require  leave  to  difpofe  of  the  remainder 
of  my  money,  which,  if  I  obtain,  I  will  devote  it  to  the 
wives  and  children  of  the  brave  inhabitants  of  Caen  who 
have  marched  to  the  deliverance  of  Paris* 

It  is  aftonifhing,  that  the  people  fuffered  me  to  be  con* 
du^ed  from  the  Abbaye  to  the  Conciergerie,  it  is  another 
proof  of  their  moderation  ;  mention  the  circumftance  to 
'^  the  good  inhabitants  of  Caen.     They  indulge  themfelvei 

with  occaGonal  infurrediions,  and  are  not  fo  eafily  re* 
ftrained. 

My  trial  comes  on  to-morrow  at  eight;  probably  at 
noon,  according  to  the  Roman  phrafe  I  Jhall  have  Rved 
I  cannot  fay  how  I  (hall  encounter  my  lad  moments:  I 
have  no  need  to  affecl  infenfibility,  for  I  never  yec  knew 
the  fear  of  death,  I  never  loved  life  but  in  proportion  to 
its  poQible  utility. 

I  hope  Duperrct  and  Fauchet  will  be  fet  at  liberty  to- 
morrow I  they  aflert  that  Fauchet  conducted  me  to  the 
convention,  and  placed  me  in  the  gallery.  What  buGneis 
could  he  have  to  take  women  there  f  As  a  deputy  be 
ought  not  to  have  been  in  the  galleries,  and  as  a  biihop, 
he  ought  not  to  have  been  with  a  woman  ;  thus  there  is 
fomewhat  of  a  charge  againll  him,  but  Duperret  is  totally 
exempt. 

Marat  will  not  be  placed  in  the  Pantheon,  yet  he  was 
highly  deferving  of  it.  I  beg  you  will  colle£l  the  proper 
documents  to  make  his  funeral  eulogy. 

1  hope  you  will  not  lofe  fight  of  madarae  Forbin's  m- 
tereft  \  this  is  her  addrefs  in  cafe  you  (hould  wi(h  to  write 
i— lo  Alexandcine  Forbin,  Mandrcfie,  near  Zurich,  Swit* 
zerland.  I  beg  you  will  inform  her  that  I  love  her  with 
all  my  heart.  I  am  going  to  write  a  line  tq  papa ;  I  lay 
nothing  to  the  reft  of  my  friends,  I  aik  nothing  of  them 
N  but   a   fpeedy  forgetf ulnefs  ^  grief  would  difgrace  my 

memory. 
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nefflory.  Tell  general '  Wimp/en  that  I  think  I  have 
helped  him  to  gain  more  than  one  battle  hj  facilitating 
peace. 

Adieu,  citizen.  I  recommend  myfelf  to  the  memory  of 
all  true  friends  of  peace. 

The  prifoncrs  in  the  Conciergerie,  far  from  iiifulting 
me  like  the  people  in  the  ftrcets,  looked  as  if  they  pitied 
mo:  misfortune  ever  renders  men  compaffionate ;  this  is 
jny  laft  refle£lion. 

M*  C.  CoftpAT. 

Tu^daj  the  i6th,  at  8  o'clock  at  night. 


Nd.  VI. 

Form  of  Admjfton  in  a  Lodge  of  Free-masons 

in  Palermo. 

A  LU  Oriente  di  Palermo  luogo  Illuminato  ore  regna  il 
*^  Silenzio  &  la  pace  &  Tunione  &  Pamicizia  I'anno  del 
lume  5766,  &  li  17  del  fefto  mefe 
A'tutti  le  R.  R.  LL.  fparfe  fu  la  fuperficiedella  terra* 

(S.  S.  S.) 

Noj,  V.  M.  della  R.  L.  di  S.  Gio:  dl  Scozta  di  Palermo, 
figlia  della  R.  L.  di  S.  Gio :  di  Scozia  di  Marfiglia  ailiftito  da 

tutti  li  noftri  iili  regolarmente  aflbcinti  pelli  numeri 
mifteriofi  &  facil  certtficbiamo^  ed  atteftiamo  che  il  carif^ 
fllo".  A.  B«  e  (lato  per  noi  riccvuto  al  grado  d'apprendenttf 
di  cui  cgli  ha  foffcrto  li  prove  neceflarie,  in  teilimonio  di 
che  la  R.  L.  li  ha  accordato  il  prefente  certifichato  fatto 

Bma  controGgnare  per  lui  ftefib  pregando  &  ricercando  le 
R.  R.  L.  L.  regolari  ove  egli  fi  prefentera  d'ammetterlo 
in  quefta  qualita  nel  loro  Oriente  offerendo  loro  in  fimile 
cafo  TitcfTo.  Dato  all  Oriente  di  Pal^  in  Loggia  &  col 
figello  generate. 

CD. 
L.  S.  *  ».  F* 

A.  B.  G.  H. 
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No.  VII. 

Tran/lation  of  the  IntroduSliony  4nd  a  general  Ac^ 
count  of  MiRABEAU  i  EssAY  ofi  the  Sect  of 
Illxjminati. 

Introduction. 

'ITT HEN  I  wrote  thU  book,  I  did  not  flatter  myfelf  with 
^^  the  hope  of  obtaining  belief,  and,  confequently^ 
did  not  flatter  myfelf  that  I  ihould  impart  convifiion. 
The  man  who  difclofes  fa£^6  fo  extraordinary  muft  be  re- 
ligned)  and  exptGt  to  pafs  for  a  mere  declaimer.  When 
that  charader  is  once  given  of  an  author,  no  perfon 
troubles  himfelf  to  examine  his  work.  But  if  the  import- 
aoce  of  the  fubjedt  alone  has  inflamed  his  imagination^  if 
the  knowledge  of  iniquity  has  foured  his  judgment,  if  the 
noble  deGre  of  faving  his  jfellow-creatures  has  armed  him 
with  thofe  fublime  powers  of  eloquence  which  overwhelm 
error  with  the  force  of  thunder,  if  he  has  only  (lepped  beV 
yond  the  line  of  his  character  from  a  conviction  of  immi« 
nent  danger,  the  impartial  reader  ought  at  lead  to  obey 
that  falutary  impulfe  of  fear  which  didurbs  a  treacherous 
fecurity,  and  judge  for  himfelf,  whether  the  evils  pointed 
eat  are  merely  chimerical,  or  whether  prudence  demands 
that  they  fliould  be  attended  to. 

The  fimple  are  alarmed,  the  lukewarm  doubt,  the  guilty 
deny,  the  wife  refle£l ;  thefe  then  I  invoke  on  the  prc* 
fent  occalion,  thefe  are  the  men  whofe  zeal  I  wifh  to 
ftimulace. 

This  myftical  machination  would  be  fufficiently  de* 
tefted ;  but  its  exiftence  is  not  believed.  To  obtain  ge* 
neral  belief,  it  would  be  nectfTary  to  fpecify  fa£ks,  to 
afl^rd  means  of  proof,  to  name  agents,  accufe  impoftors^ 
produce  witneflcs,  publilh  writings,  commence  a  regular 
iuit,  and  follow  it  to  convi£lion.  All  this  might  be 
done;  but  the  Coriphees  of  the  fcft  ftifle  every  voice 
which  raifes  itfelf  in  thofe  countries  where  the  fovereign 
is  the  pontiflf  of  this  new  church. 

I  know 
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I  know  not  by  what  magio  it  happens  that  princes,  wlio 
in  general  are  divided  between  the  love  of  pleafure  and 
the  defire  of  »  brilliant  reputation,  have  been  the  firfl  to 
accede  to  a  confederacy  by  which  they  mud  infallibly  be 
lofers.  In  Europe  there  are  no  lefs  than  thirty,  reigning 
and  not  reigning,  fo  imbued  with  thefe  abfurditiesi  that 
they  are  inacceflible  to  reafon  however  recommended  by 
moderation.  If  an  attempt  is  made  to  compromife  difFer- 
ences  of  opinion,  and  the  reafoner  proceeds  by  moft  ob- 
vious modes  of  argumentation,  they  foon  miftrud,  and 
finally  avoid  him.  Some  of  them,  who  would  be  the  out- 
cafts  of  mankind  but  for  the  refpetS^  attached  to  the  names 
they  bear,  turn  preachers,  and  difFufe  the  dogmas  of  the 
tNumnatii  in  an  infipid  jargon.  Others  conftitute  them- 
felves  fanatical  protestors  of  a  religion  they  do  not  under- 
(land,  and  open  their  dominions  (which  they  call  dates) 
to  all  the  adventurers  employed  by  the  fe£t  for  the  further-  > 
ance  of  their  views.  The  greater  part  of  them  court  with 
a  fanatical  eagernefs  every  one  who  wears  the  livery  of 
Swedenburg  or  SchroepfFer. 

The  court  of  France  is  unacquainted  with  the  elements 
of  this  theofophy.  The  rapidity  of  thofe  motions  by 
which  their  minds  are  agitated  does  not  afford  leifure  for 
any  religious  fyftem  to  unfold  itfclf.  The  literary  bodies  ' 
deride  it ;  the  middle  clafs,  fully  employed,  and  (fortu- 
nately) little  informed,  are  as  yet  inacceffible  to  this  kind 
of  feduftion:  but  there  exifts  a  number  of  little  anti-* 
philofophical  parties,  compofed  of  learned  ladies,  theolo- 
gical abbesj  and  a  few  pretended  wife  men.  Each  of  thefe 
parties  has  its  creed,  its  prodigies,  its  bierophantes^  its  mif- 
fionaries,  its  adepts,  its  detra£tors.  Thus  Paris,  the  centre 
of  all  deception,  as  well  a^^  of  all  knowledge,  affords  a 
fpecimen  ol  every  clafs  of  vifionaries.  Every  one  af^e£ls 
to  explain  the  Bible  in  favour  of  his  own  fydem,  to  found 
his  own  religion,  to  fill  his  temple,  and  increafe  his  cathe- 
cumens.  Here  Jefus  Chrid  ads  a  confpicuous  part; 
there  'tis  the  Devil;  in  another  place  it  is  Nature;  a 
little  farther  it  is  F^ith.  They  all  agree  that  reafon  is  a* 
nulUty,  knowledge  ufelefs,  and  experience  chimerical. 
Barbarin  fomnambulizes,  CagHodro  performs  cures.  Lava* 
ter  adminiders  confolation,  Saint  Martin  affords  indruc- 
tion,  d*E****  f , — rts  facra  mifer.  All  of  them  ufe  deceit  to 

f  He  was,  at  the  time  this  was  written,  fufferiog  the  horrors  o# 

exile  in  the  iflss  of  Saint  Murgutrite. 

acquire 
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acquire  a  profitable  reputation;  and,  if  we  except  Lavater, 
who,  by  means  of  a  medley  of  genius  and  Cmplicity,  makea 
his  dupes  with  the  utmofl  fincerity,  their  vifions  are  to  the 
others  a  fpring,  the  movements  of  which  they  re^alate 
with  the  greateil  addrefs. 

in  Germany,  the  courts  give  an  impulfe  to  the  public 
mind.  The  people  are  charafterifed  by  folidity  rather 
than  by  refinement,  and  are  therefore  convinced  by  un- 
truths put  into  the  form  of  fyllogifms.  When  their  fim- 
plicity  has  once  receiv&d  a  bias  towards  their  idol,  called 
philanthropy,  there  are  few  paradoxes  which  they  are  not 
ready  to  adopt.  The  petty  princes  who  are  infe^ed  with 
the  mania  of  being  pfaifed^  and  whofe  names  would  eaCly 
be  forgotten  amidft  the  important  difcuilions  by  which 
Europe  is  continually  agitated,  fufFer  themfelves'  to  be 
gained  by  the  fweet  incenfe  with  which  the  priefts  of  the 
illuminatit  men  prodigal  of  eulogium  even  to  fatiety,  arc 
ever  ready  to  regale  them  in  books  which  every  body  be- 
gins, but  nobody  peru(es.  The  ladies  alfo  encourage  this 
myftic  illuHon,  in  the  hope  of  recalling  the  happy  days  of 
their  original  innooency  ;  the  courtiers  embrace  the  inte- 
refls  of  the  new  fe£^,  becaufe,  between  the  protcdors  and 
the  adepts,  there  is  a  conllant  commerce  kept  up  in  pen- 
,  fions,  prefents,  and  titles,  which  are  given  in  exchange 
for  initiations,  revelation  of  myfteries,  and  confolatory 
predidions  $  this  accounts  for  their  great  fidelity  to  tbeie 
remuneratory  dogmas. 

In  Poland  and  RuHia  they  gain  many  profelytes  ;  efpe- 
cially  in  Kuffia,  where  the  eftablifhed  religion  affords 
countenance  to  my  (lie  fy  items,  and  to  every  thing  tending 
to  excite  enthufiafm.  There  many  great  perfonages  be- 
come apodles,  and  though  the  emprefs  rejects  every  thing 
which  can  enfeeble  the  human  mind,  there  are  rheofo- 
.  phers  under  her  very  eye,  who  evade  dete£lion,  or  brave 
fcrutiuy.  May  her.  fucceflbr  inherit  her  philofophy ! 
May  her  vaft  domihions  never  experience  any  other  flavery 
than  that  to  which  they  were  doomed  by  their  origwal 
ipafters  I 

Will  it  be  believed  that  England,  the  country  nvbere  mm 
fhinif  is  not  totally  free  from  this  degrading  uiperftition  ? 
There  is  not  a  complete  fyftem  as  in  Germany,  but 
there  are  certain  confraternities,  where  the  adepts  dog- 
matife,  and  keep  up  the  z^al  of  the  initiated  by  the  charm 
ef  fecrcts*    Their  progrefs,  however,  is  not  fo  rapid  as  in 

other 
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other  countriesi  becaufe  the  Englilh  travel  a  great  deal  \ 
and  though  the  greater  part  of  'them  tra?e!  to  very  little 
purpofe,  yet  they  learn  to  appreciate  the  mafs  of  mankind^ 
and  at, lead  acquire  this  knowledge^  that,  in  all  countries^ 
the  vileft  and  mod  contemptible  of  the  fpecies  are  thofe 
who  make  a  trade  of  deceiving  and  degrading  their  fellow 
creatures* 

We  were  long  undecided  on  the  fubjed  of  publifliing 
this  work.  We  (hall  be  told  that  it  is  founding  an  alarm, 
and  giving  confiftency  to  a  fed  juft  ftruggling  into  life, 
and  which  is  compofed  of  a  hundred  times  more  dupes 
than  impoftors.  None  of  the  great  bodies,  tlie  depofi* 
taries  of  knowledge,  have  as  yet  embraced  thefe  new  dog- 
mas \  and  if  the  (e£t  were  diftinguiflied  but  by  one  juft 
man,  yet  for  his  fake  favour  ought  to  be  (hewn  to  fo  great 
a  number  of  individuals,  whofe  only  crime  is  that  of  not 
being  endowed  by  nature  with  a  fortunate  and  uncom- 
mon perfpicacity,  which  forms  an  effedual  barrier  againft 
deceit. 

Far  from  us  be  fuch  a  principle  I  It  fs  pufillanimity, 
under  the  maik  of  commiferation.  What !  mud  we  be 
(ilent  for  fear  of  being  exclaimed  at  for  calumny,  libelling, 
and  malignity  ? — Calumny  !— 'But  there  are  men  whom  it 
is  not  poffible  to  calumniate.  The  atrocity  of  their  pro* 
je£bs  forms  a  mephiric  abyfs  into  which  vulgar  mortals  are 
•unable  to  penetrate,  and  which  would  have  remained  ftill 
undifcovered,  but  for  its  treacherous  exhalittions,  which, 
pnhappily  for  mankind,  fpread  themfelves  fauand  wide. 
— A  libel!— Tes,  undoubtedly,  thofe  parts  of  the  work 
wherein  they  are  mentioned  may  be  fo  denominated,  for 
they  will  be  occupied  in  the  dete6:ion  of  vice,  the  difplay 
of  guilt,  and  the  expofure  of  hypocrify.— Malignity!— 
Who  is  moft  obvious  to  the  charge?— He  who  coolly 
beholds  the  deftruftion  of  his  fellow*citizens,  or  he  who 
places  centinels  in  the  path  which  leads  to  the  precipice  i 
No  delicacy,  conGderation,  or  politenefs,  can  be  claimed 
by  an  iron-hearted  race,  who  with  the  dagger  in  their 
hands  are  marking  out  their  vi6kims. 

Follow,  follow  this  bafe  principle,  you  whofe  trade  it  is 
to  oiler  adulation  to  kings,  to  excufe  their  failings,  to  extol 
the  llightell  indications  of  beneficence,  and  to  immortalize 
a  few  equivocal  virtues.  Purchafe,  at  this  price,  I  will 
not  even  fay  di(lin£tions,  vain  as  they  arc,  but  a  fmall 
quantity  of  gold,  a  prefent  worthy  of  your  fordid  fouls, 

and 
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and  do  not  Come  to  us  with  declarations  of  yDW  lore  of 
truth,,  of  your  philanthropyi  and  your  attachmest  to 
virtue  ;  take  back  your  infuUing  efteem  for  thefe  daugbten 
of  heaven,  and  refprve  it  for  the  divinities  of  your  fed. 

When  they  are  addrefied  in  this  flyle,  they  cannot  re- 
ply, much  lefs  confute.    Then  they  commence  perfecutors, 
and  fubfiitute  a  tyrannical  ufe  of  the  authority  lodged  in 
.their  hands,  for  the  force  of  reafon,  which  would  but 
feebiy  aflift  them.     To  efcape  the  ftigma  attached  to  per- 
fecutors, they  divert  the  dream  of  favour,  nay  of  juftice; 
for  the  employment  of  modeft  men  of  ability  is  no  more 
than  the  difcharge  of  a  debt.     They  divert^  I  fay,  the 
ftream  of  favour  from  their  adverfaries,  and  fufier  them  to 
vegetate  in  that  difgraceful  obfcurity  which  amounts  to  a 
pcrfecntion,  and  which   is   perhaps  the  only  perfecutioa 
capable  of  putting  genius  to  the  torture.     Stung  with  con- 
tempt, flie  goes  in  fearch  of  climes  kfs  unjuft ;  or  if  (be 
remains  inflexibly  attached  to  her  penates,  (he  days  to 
maintain  the  combat,  and  difplay  the  ftandard  of  reafon. 
Then  parties  are  formed,  quarrels  arife,  plans  of  defence 
are    combined,    difcontent  becomes    general,   ambidous 
neighbours  take  advantages,    vifionary   commanders  are 
placed  at  the  head  of  a  neglc£lcd  army,  more  intcrcftcd 
about  the  money  with  which  they  are  to  be  paid,  than  the 
defence  of  a  country   from  which  they   arc  completely 
alienated.     The  higheft  pofts  are  occupied  by  men  witt 
out  vigour,  without  genius,  or  by  fonpe   men  of  abilitff 
tut  who  have  been  ftudioufly  fubdued,  and  fubjefted  to 
|he  infignificant  junto  in  favour.     Freedom  of  thought  is 
annihilated  by  an  inquifitorial  watchfulnefs »  the  enilaved 
prefs  keeps  back  every  kind  of  truth,  or  perfecutcs  religion, 
now  a  fugitive,  and  compelled  to  yield  her  pulpits  and  her 
altars  to  fantaftic  divinities ;  the  lyceums  arc  converted 
into  ezteufive  folitudes,  for,  where  all   the  branches  of 
fciencc  arc  fubjeftrd  to  iliuminati^  the  boxes,  and  not  the 
univerHties,  ought  to  be  frequented. 

However  charming  it  may  be  to  avenge  the  caufe  of  in* 
tegrity,  it  was  not  tlic  contemptible  pleafure  of  railing 
which  induced  us  to  take  up  the  pen.  The  hope,  faint  as 
it  is,  yes,  the  hope  of  refcuing  a  few  virtuous  men  from 
the  fafcinations  of  the  iliuminatif  has  animated  me  in  tms 
attempt.  For  fome  years  I  have  prcfentcd  royfelf  in  ^"^ 
Arena  under  various  fhapes.     Sometimes  enveloped  in  the 

veil  of  fiftion,  fomeumes  in  the  rcftriiled  line  of  acadtfmi«l 

difputapon, 
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difputatton,  but  more  frequently  in  difcufTions  of  greatct 
profundity,  I  have  difclofed  extraordinary  fecrett.  I  now 
come  to  place  the  f\ibje£l  in  a  moft  important  point  of 
view,  and  to  prefent  a  train  of  ideas,  which  by  degrees 
will  lead  to  convi£lion. 

Seeking  die  fource  of  the  evil  in  the  fatal  prediledion 
of  all  mankind  for  the  marvellous,  a  rapid  view  of  the  age$ 
of  Our  «ra  will  demon  (Irate  that  all  ages  have  reafon  to 
bl«lb  for  incredible  errors  by  which  mankind  has  been 
continually  haralTed,  errors  which  have  been  expofed,  but 
never  eradicated. 

Men  receive  thefe  errors  with  joy,  and  feem  in  yielding 
to  them  to  (hield  themfelves  from  the  auftere  lefTons  of 
truth.  Some  privileged  countries  naturalize  them,  and 
jive  themfelves  up  to  their  deceitful  Influence  ;.all  nations 
jrefpe£t,  at  leaft,  if  they  do  not  embrace  them. 

With  what  warmth  has  all  Europe  defended  the  Jefuits, 
a  fe£b  which  has  fupplied  fo  many  refources  to  the  theo* 
fophic  fyftem.  They  were  formed  under  the  diadem 
and  under  the  tiara,  under  tlie  helmet  and  under  the 
mitre,  under  the  prefident's  cap  and  under  the  do£tor's* 
The  fame  fanaticifm  which  preferved  them  has  revived, 
wicfain  thefe. thirty  years,  the  languifhing  order  of  free- 
^afons,  who  find  no  difficulty  in  keeping  a  feeret,  which 
.nobody  is  anxious  to  difcover. 

A  philofophical  inquiry  into  the  fydem  of  free-mafonrf 
.has  led  to  a  dill  more  elaborate  inveftigation  of  the  myf- 
teries  of  the  illuminati.  Was  it  not  indifpenfably  necef- 
fary  to  diftinguiCh  vulgar  and  precipitate  notions,  from  the 
judgment  which  ought  really  to  prevail,  refpe^ling  an  in- 
fcrutable  afibciation,  the  myfteries  of  which  are  carefully 
hid  from  profane  infpe£lion. 

It  was  neceflary  to  traverfe  thofe  famous  circles,  the 
true  fecret  of  the  order,  the  grand  indrument  of  their 
frauds,  thofe  laboratories  of  iniquity,  where  chains  are 
ibfged  for  kings,  and  poifons  dillilled  for  mankind,  and 
then  to  difclofe  the  dreadful  probations  which  precede 
.  thofe  oaths,  of  which  the  wretches  themfelves  polTefs  no 
written  forms,  and  which  they  would  not  dare  to  adopt 
for  the  confolidation  of  their  plots,  oaths  which  reali^Ee  the 
fanguinary  fable  of  Atreus,  and  would  cover  the  whole  faoe 
of  the  earth  with  a  nation  of  affiiffins. 

Granting  thefe  alarms  to  be  exaggerated,  yet  certainly 
it  ought  to  be  believed  (hat  the  fc<^  of  iilumina$i  will  ne- 

ccffarily 
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ceffarlly  deftroy  every  kingdom  in  Which  they  find  pfo« 
tedioHi  and  will  not -even  refpedi  the  inflitutiona  of 
fociety.  This  double  truth  is  'as  clearly  prored  as  one  im« 
mediately  confequent  to  it,  namely,  that  kings  themfelves 
have  the  greatcft  intereft  in  hewing  down  this  poifonous 
tree,  the  roots  of  which  defcend  even  to  hell,  while  the 
branches  <^aft  a  gloom  over  their  thrones. 

After  the  woful  fpedacle  on  which  our  eyes  had 
dwelt  too  long,  we  fought  for  a  pleafant  illufion  in  the 
means  of  effacing  thofe  fatal  impreffions>  and  adverted  to 
the  notions  entertained  of  them  in  ages  anterior  to  our 
own*  This  idea  alone,  developed  by  a  more  atble  pen, 
would  leave  the  mind  in  a  ftate  of  profound  reflefiioQ 
very  Unfavourable  to  the  fe^tarieSi  a  ftate  which  muft  be 
ftrengthened  by  a  faithful  delineation  of  their  foundcTi 
and  an  impartial  review  of  the  condition  of  thofe  nations 
who  have  prbte£led  thefe  modern  errors. 

The  laft  divifion  of  the  work  concludes  with  an  oficr  of 
fome  means  adapted  to  diminifli  their  credit*  We  have 
thrown  together,  at  the  end,  hiftorical  annotations.  There 
are,  amongft  them,  fome  pieces  tranflated  from  the 
German,  and  entirely  unknown  in  France  and  Italy.    The 

freater  part  of  the  remainder  is  original.     We  might 
ave  made  them  more  numerous,  but  have  faid  enough 
for  thofe  wno  really  wifh  to  be  inftruAed. 

We  will  not  affeft  to .  c jnceal  that  mofl:  of  our  ideas 
are  directed  againft  Germany,  and  that  we  have  drawn 
mod  of  our  portraits  from  the  life.  But  does  not  even 
that  prove  the  necelEty  of  this  book  i  If  there  do  ezift 
fuch  men  as  we  have  pourtraycd,  we  are  threatened  with 
an  imminent  peril.  If  we  have  only  difplayed  imagiosry 
beings,  thefe  Iheets  will  foon  float  on  the  tide  of  obliviooi 
and  will  fail  to  excite  even  that  momentary  curiofity  which 
is  very  far  from  fuccefs. 

.  But  the  fame  a£t  of  fincerity  which  puts  the  public  in 
poffeffion  of  our  intentions,  will  alfo  guarantee  the  purity  of 
our  judgment  with  a  great  number  of  perfons  of  the  firft 
ability,  conilantly  animated,  like  ourfelves,  with  a  faoed 
horror  againft  vifionaries. 

Yes,  Germany,  in  almofl.  every  clafs,  prefents  to  us 
men  with  honeft  hearts,  who  fign  over  the  projects  of 
thefe  myftical  innovators.  They  feel  aftonilhed  that  a 
people,  whofe  optional  charadier  is  franknefs,  can  be  fo 
altered  as  to  give  themfelves  up  to  a  fet  of  pretended 

apoiUes 
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itpoftleSj  whofe  principal  refoUrce  is  impofttire.  They 
iamcbt  that  a  nation,  whofe  favourite  idol  is  reafon,  (hould 
fubmit  to  a  few  fnadmen,  whofe  profeffion  is  abfurdity, 
whofe  doArine  is  a  chimera.  They  ufe  the  two  refourccs 
committed  by  Heaven  to  the  hands  of  the  wife,  contempt 
and  retirement.  Tbey  dncourage  and .  animate  thofe  who 
enter  the  lifts^ 

They  are  fenfiblci  like  ourfelres,  that  the  efficacious 
remedy  would  be,  perhaps,  one  of  thofe  mighty  convuU 
(ions  Which  ate  produced  by  the  chain  of  events,  and 
which  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  kings  to  prevent.  In- 
volved in  one  of  thofe  fanguinary  difputes  which  agitate 
all  Europe,  a  nation  does  not  invoke  the  aid  of  fpeculifts^ 
judgment  and  experience  then  become  the  tutelary  deities 
of  the  univerfe ;  precepts  are  regenerated,  the  afcendancy 
of  valour  is  exercifed,  every  one  appears  at  his  proper 
ftation,  the  ufurpers  of  celebrity  are  unmafked,  men  of 
ftrong  minds  govern  the  country,  and  men  whom  fate  had 
deflined  **  /•  the  limited  honours  of  one  ftngle  legion^*  fly 
and  difappear  before  them,  to  grow  old  in  the  fubaltera 
labours  df  tomt  obfcUre  chanceries.  What  a  deftiny  I 
by  what  incredible  fatality  are  we  reduced  to  beg  of 
heaven  as  a  boon,  that  which  is  the  laft  effe£t  of  its 
wrath  \  To  what  an  excefs  do  oiir  woes  amount,  when 
our  only  hope  is  in  one  of  the  moft  dreadful  fcourgei? 
Yet  nodiing  is  more  true.  The  evil  would  be  tratifirory^ 
and  might,  perhaps,  rid  the  world  of  a  cruel  error  which 
will  laft  for  feveral  ages* 

As  to  France,  we  may  hope  that  in  the  verfatility  of 
principle,  which  feldom  permits  any  obje£l  to  take  a  deep 
root,  her  theatres^  her  ballade,  and  her  fafliions^  will  come 
to  her  aid.  Occupied  as  (he  is  with  various  fermenta- 
tions, theofpphy  will  hardly  become  a  complete  religion« 
It  is  in  itfelf  too  heavy,  too  iniignificant  to  z(k  on  a  peo- 
ple who  ftill  preferve  fome  remains  of  gaiety,  and  who 
have  refitted  the  dull  difputes  of  Janfenifm,  the  difcuffionj 
of  their  parliaments,  ihe  tedious  inveftives  of  the  econo- 
mitts,  and  the  mania  of  thinking,  all  gifts  of  the  modern 
philofophy.  Befides,  that  philofophy  does  not  afford  fo 
unfteady  a  light  as  fome  of  her  detraftors  would  wi(h. 
A  month  feldom  dapfcs  in  which  there  is  not  a  fuccefsful 
re-produdion  of  eternal  truths.  It  would  not  be  difficult 
to  demonttrate  that  philofophy  has  only  loft  her  cnthu- 
fiafm,  her   farcaftic    bitternefs,  and  her   defpotic   ftyle, 

VOL.  11.  n  ^     whilf 
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V'hile  (he  has  ftrengthened  her  proofsj  and  incrcafed  her 
perfpicuity. 

It  remains  to  be  examined  how  far  it  is  proper  to  be 
explicit  with  refpeA  to  great  men,  and  thofe  to  whom 
they  intrufl:  the  cares  of  adminiftration.  They  are,  almoft 
every  where,  like  the  ark  of  the  Lord.  Whoever  touches 
them,  is  ftruck  in  the  moment  of  his  prefumption.  It 
feems  to  me,  however,  that  a  prudent  warning  is  a  duty 
rather  than  an  intruiion,  an  homage  rather  than  an  infult. 
The  offer  of  truth  to  any  man,  implies  a  fuppofition  that 
he  is  a  friend  of  truth  (  not  to  dare  to  point  out  error,  is 
to  z€t  as  if  he  were  an  accomplice  in  it.  So  far  from  Its 
being  a  crime  to  write  with  a  courageous  freedom,  it 
would  be  criminal  to  palfy  energetic  pens.  They  weaken 
the  vapours  of  that  incenfe  which  intoxicates  men  in 
power  and  efteem  ;  they  fnatch  the  one  from  torpor,  die 
other  from  thoughtleflnefs ;  they  plead  the  caufe  of  the 
people,  of  virtue,  of  wifdom— -three  ftrangers  at  court, 
and  who  are  treated  there  as  impertinent  intruders.  If 
revenge  dips  thefe  pens  in  the  gall  of  fatire,  if  they  are 
degraded  by  being  employed  in  the  caufe  of  felfilhnefs, 
they  then  become  unavailing  arms,  but  feldom  dangerous  j 
for  abufe  reflects  diihonour  only  on  thofe  who  have  re- 
courfe  to  it. 

Ah  !  why  are  there  no  means  of  eradicating  from  man- 
kind the  mania  of  flattery  I  A  prince  fends  tea  thoufand 
men  to  be  butchered,  he  is  praifed ;  he  overwhelms  his 
fubje£ts  with  ill-contrived  taxes,  the  day  of  his  acceffion 
to  the  throne  is  hailed  as  a  feft}val ;  he  makes  an  ufelefs 
and  expenfive  voyage,  at  his  return  he  pafles  under 
triumphal  arches  \  liftlefllhefs  fends  him  on  a  periodical 
tour  through  his  provinces,  crowds  aflemble  to  lavifh  on 
him  acclamations  to  which  he  has  no  claim.  The  ido)| 
accuftomed  to  this  perfidious  concert  of  praife,  is  irritated 
at  the  voice  of  the  fage  who  tenders  wholefome  iaftruc* 
tion,  and  only  appeafed  by  the  flattering  founds  which 
efface  the  fombre  traces  left  on^his  mind  by  auilere 
truth. 

O  facred  truth !  In  fpite  of  this  ungracious  reception) 
do  not  abandon  the  throne  of  kings  I  Protcft  them,  ii* 
fpite  of  their  irritability,  againft  the  illufions  with  which 
they  are  furrounded.  Reftore  to  us  the  courage  which 
difarms  pcrfecution,  imprefs  on  our  writings  thy  ccleftial 
damp,  and  compel  man  to  acknowledge  thine  empii^* 
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All  others  difappear  under  the  fcythe  of  thne,  thine  alone 
receives  additional  vigour  from  his  trembling  hand* 

CHAP.    L 

On  the  Preiiledion  rf  Mankind  for  the  Wonderful. 

In  this  chapter  the  author^  taking  a  review  of  the  new 
icSt%  which  every  age  has  produced  fince  the  firft  eftablifli- 
ment  of  Chriftianitji  refers  the  propenfity  of  mankind  to 
adopt  the  vifions  of  the  illuminatt  to  the  fame  difpofitioft 
which  induced  them  to  give  credit  to  religious  fchifmatictf 
and  impoftors* 

CHAP.    n. 

On  the  moral  Difpofitions  of  the  European  Nations* 

Mirabeau  makes  a  rapid  and  incorre£l  eftimate  of  the 
progrefs  of  learning  and  liberty  in  different  countries^  and 
attributes  the  fuccefs  of  the  illuminati  to  the  want  of 
freedom  in  various  governments,  and  concludes  that  Ger-^ 
many  will  be  the  theatre  of  theofophifm,  whence  it 
will  fpread  to  the  north,  and  make  fome  progrejb  ia 
France. 

CHAP.    III. 

0/9  Jefuitifmj  ai  thefirft  Source  rf  the  Theofophk  S^Jlem. 

In  treating  of  the  Jefuits,  Mirabeau  refcues  them  from 
many  imputed  crimes  and  immoralities,  but  he  charges 
them  widi  the  moft  extenfive  views    of  ambition,   and 
defcribes  them  as  the  bafis  on  which  the  illuminati  have    ' 
founded  themfelves. 

CHAP.    IV. 

On  Free^mafonrjy  confidering  it  as  the  moft  ufeful  EflaiUJhment 

to  the  Illuminati. 

This  inftitutioB  is  treated  with  refped  on  account  of 
its  fundamental  principles,  equality  aini  charity ;  but  he 
adds,  *<  Whatever  mav  be  the  operations  of  the  free- 
<*  mafons,  they  give  riie  to  an  aflbciation,  the  aflbciation 
<<  produces  meetings,  thefe  meetings  are  filled  with  do« 
*<  quent  orators,  the  .progrefs  from  religious  eloquence 
<f  to  fanaticifm  is  but  (hort,  and  the  difcourfes  of  thefe 
*[  orators  excite  the  defire  of  attempting  it.    InftruAions 

1 1  a  •*  arc 
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*'  are  imparted  on  the  attainment  of  new  degreesi  degrees 
'<  are  the  reward  of  zeal,  zeal  leads  to  the  formation  of 
<<  engagements,  engagements  to  oaths,  oaths  to  every 
«  thing." 

CHAP.    V. 

Account  of  the  SeB  of  Illuminati. 

They  are    defcribed   as  confpirators    ^'   in  favour  of 

*<  defpotifm  againft  liberty,  of  incapacity  againft  genius, 

<^  of  vice  againft  virtue,  of  ignorance  againft  knowledge. 

'<  Formed  in  the  recefles  of  impenetrable  darknefs,  this 

<<  fociety  conftitutes  a  new  race  of  beings :  they  are  ac- 

<*  quatnted  without  feeing  each  other,  underftand  without 

<<  the  aid  of  exprefTion,   and  aflift  each  other  without 

**  fricndfhip.     The  aim  of  this  fociety  is  to  govern  the 

<'  world,  to  appropriate  to  itfelf  the  authority  of  fove- 

<<  reigns,  to  ufurp  their  place,  leaving   them  only  the 

'<  barren  honour  of  wearing  the  crown.    From  the  Jcfuits 

<<  they  have  adopted  the   principles  of  blind  obe^ence, 

««  and  the  regicide  fyftem  of  the  feventeeth  century ;  from 

<*  free-mafonry,  probations,  and  exterior  ceremonies  \  from 

*'  the  templars,  fubterranean  incantations,  and  an  incredible 

«*  boldnefs.     They  make   ufe  of  phyfical   difcoveries  to 

<<  impofe  on  the  unlettered  multitude;    the  fafhionable 

<<  fables  to  awaken  curiofity,  and  encourage  profeljrtifm ; 

<<  and  the  opinions  of  antiquity  to  familiarize  mankind 

"  with  the  commerce  of  intermediate  fpirits.    Every  kind 

*'  of  error  which  afflided  mankind,  every  experiment, 

<«  every  invention,  is  rendered  fubfcrvient  to  the  views  of 

«  the  illuminati.** 

Speaking  of  their  artifices  to  gain  efteem  and  prevent 

fufpicion,   he  fays,  «*  The  illuminati  have  alfo  the  ad- 

*'  drefs  to  load  with  honours,  fimple  mafons  of  acknow* 

**  ledged  probity*     The  vulgar  (and  by  this  word  I  do 

not  mean  the  mere  mob,  but  men  of  every  clafs  who 

reflefl  but  little),  the  vulgar  I  fay,  confound  obje£tSi 

and   guarantee   the    integrity  of  Orontes  and  Cleoo. 

"  Well !  there  is  no  doubt  that  Orontes  and  Clcon  are 

**  men  of  honour," zealous  citizens,  and  warm  friends; 

"  but  they  themfelves  are  dupes  to  their  leaders,  and  thus 

«  become   the  firft  fprings  of  a   machine,  the  ufcs  of 

**  which  they  do  not  underftand,  and  people  more  artful 

•*  than  themfelves  exhibit  to  tlic  world,  the  integrity  of 

«  Orontci 
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«  Orontcs  and  Cleon,  as  an  aflurancc  of  the  purity  of 
<<  their  myfterics,  and  thus  give  an  efFcftual  contradic- 
*^  tion  to  any  one  who  entertains  a  doubt  of  the  inno* 
«•  ccncy  of  their  occult  fittings." 

CHAP.    VI. 

Cf  the  Circles. 

The  circles  are  defcribed  as  the  adminiftrativc  com- 
mittees of  the  feft,  fcattcrcd  in  different  provinces,  and 
compofed  of  nine  perfons  each.  Their  myfterious  opera- 
tions and  local  connexion  are  defcribed  with  afFc£lcd 
minutencfs,  and  a  mixture  of  truth  and  falfehood. 

CHAP.    Vlt 

Of  the  Probation  which  muft  be  undergone  to  conftitute  one  of 
the  lUuminati  Member  of  a  Circle. 

This  chapter,  written  with  great  affefted  exaftncfs, 
^nd  no  inconfiderable  (hare  of  invention,  difplays  a  feries 
of  probations  at  once  difgufting,  impious,  and  obfccne, 
and  gives  the  form  of  an  abjuration,  which  releafcs  the 
party  who  makes  it  frona  all  previous  ticsi  however  facred 
and  binding,  and  delivers  him  over  entirely  to  the  illu- 
niiriati.  The  account  is  curious,  and  even,  if  totally  un- 
true, becomes  interefting  by  the  furprifc  and  horror 
y^hiplf  it  excites. 

CHAP,  vm, 

That  the  SeB  of  Illaminati  mufl  neceffarily  deftroj  any  Ring'^ 

dam  where  they  are  encouraged. 

This  is  proved  by  a  variety  of  poHtions  and  inductions, 
and  by  a  review  of  the  different  profeiEons  and  public 
^dies  which  affe£t  govemmeQt. 

CHAP.    IX. 

That  Kings  are  pecufiaiiy  intended  ta  deflroy  the  new  Sefi» 

In  this  chapter  a  diftinfiion  is  made  between  the 
dignity  of  the  crown,  and  the  general  interells  of  the 
kingdom,  and  the  topic  is  inforcefl  by  a  variety  9f  argu- 
mentsf  and  inftanccs. 

113  CHAP^ 
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CHAP.    X. 

That  the  Seff  of  Jllutmnati  would t  if  it  vtert  poJfAU,  Jeftnm 

Society  itfelf. 

CHAP.    XI. 

On  the  Means  ofdeftroying  the  SeB  ofB/yminatL 

Thi$  Mirabeau  propofes  to  cffcGt  hj  means  of  a  com- 
bination  of  men  of  letters  who  (hall  expofe  their  princi- 
plei>  fecretSi  and  exertions  to  the  abhorrence  of  fociet  j. 

CHAP.     XIL 

The  degree  of  Eftimation  hejltnued  on  the  Illuminati  informer^ 

and  in  the  prefent  Times • 

After  relating  the  principles  and  fates  of  feveral  ancient 
impoftors>  Mirabeau  defcribes  the  hatred  and  jealouijr 
ixrhich  prevail  among  the  viGonaries  and  magnetifts  of 
thefe  times»  and  the  contempt  with  which  Swedenbor? 
and  Lavatcr  treat  all  feflaries  but  their  own* 

CHAP.    XIII. 

The  Degree  of  Efiimation  in  vthich  the  Founders  of  the 

Modern  Se8  are  held. 

In  this  chapter,  the  author  derides  and  ridicules  feveral 
noted  vifionaries  and  founders  of  feftsy  as  Saint  Germain| 
It  Grandj  Schroepferi  together  with  their  adherents. 

CHAP.    XIV. 

Of  the  State  of  thofe  Countries  which  gre  eotffdired  as  pr^ 

teOing  the  Seii. 

Thb  chapter  contains  a  fevere  fatire  againft  many  mQ« 
dern  governments  and  focial  inftitutions. 

CHAP.    XV. 

J)ijferent  Methods  of  dimmfiting  the  Efiimation  of  the  SeB^ 

The  fubjeA  begun  in  the  eleventh  chapter  is  here 
refumed  and  extended.  The  means  propofed  are,  ift. 
The  produ^on$  of  men  of  l^ttefs.    2d|  To  inipire  a 

(afte 
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talle  for  literature.  3d,  A  new  fyftem  of  education. 
4thf  A  reform  in  the  order  of  free-mafons.  5th,  Ridi* 
cule,  and  principally  dramatic  fatire.  The  treachery  of 
thefe  fuggeftions  is  remarkable^  as  every  one  of  the  means 
adverted  to^  except  the  fourth,  which  is  a  mere  abfurdity, 
has  been  ufed  or  referred  to  by  the  members  or  favourers 
of  the  fe£b»  They  have  had  a  ready  and  determined  band 
4>{  literary  afliftants  prepared  to  aid  their  caufe  by  everjr 
poflible  effort.  They  have  eftabliihed  book-focieties  and 
reading-rooms  for  the  mere  purpofe  of  extending  their 
pernicious  fyftcpis.  They  have  been  conftant  advocates 
for  and  proje£lors  of  new  fyftems  of  education.  And 
the  drama  in  Germany  and  France  has  been  almoft  en- 
tirely devoted  to  the  celebration  of  their  heroes,  to  the 
enforcement  of  their  dogmas  both  moral  and  political, 
and  to  the  ridicule  both  of  perfons  and  ^ftabiilhments 
which  chey  were  delirous  to  deftroy. 

The  notes,  which  are  twenty*one  in  number,  are  many 
of  them  extraQed  from  fcarce  publications,  and  are  in 
general  curious  and  intercfting. 


No.  VIII. 

iMfer  frwn  Thomas  Pain  to  Sir  Archibald 
Macdonald,  then  Attomey-Generahy  read  at 
Guildhall  on  Paints  Trial ;  the  Hand-writing  being 
proved  by  Thomas  Chapman,  Printer^  and  John 
Purdue  E/q.  of  the  Excife  Office.  Extracted  from 
GuRNEvV  Edition  of  bis  Trials  p.  ga. 

Paris,  nth  of  Nov. 
ift  Ycarof  theRcrublic. 

Sir, 

A  8  there  can  be  no  perfonal  refentment  between  two 
"^  (trangers,  I  write  this  letter  to  you,  as  to  a  man 
againd  whom  I  I^ave  no  animoHty. 

You  have,  as  attorney-general,  commenced  a  profecu- 
tion  againft  me,  as  the  author  of  the  Rights  of  Man. 

1 1  4  Had 
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Had' not  my  duty,  in  confequence  of  my  being  ele£bed  a 
member  of  the  national  convention  of  France,  called  mo 
from  England,  I  (Iiould  have  ftayed  to  have  conteRed 
the  injuftice  of  that  profecution  }  not  upon  my  own  ac« 
county  for  I  cared  not  about  the  profecution,  but  to  hiTC 
defended  the  principles  I  had  advanced  in  the  work. 

The  duty  I  am  now  engaged  in  is  of  too  much  import- 
ance to  permit  me  to  trouble  myfelf  about  your  profecu-? 
tion :  when  I  have  leifure^  I  ihall  have  no  obje&ion  to 
meet  you  on  that  ground ;  but  as  I  now  (land,  whether 
you  go  on  with  the  profecution,  or  whether  you  do  not* 
or  whether  you  obtain  a  verdiA,  or  not,  is  a  matter  of  the 
mod  perfefi;  indiffcrrence  to  me  as  an  individual.  If  you 
obtain  one  (which  you  are  welcome  to  if  you  can  get  it}, 
it  cannot  afFe£t  me  either  in  perfon,  property,  or  reputa« 
tion,  otherwife  than  to  increafe  the  latter;  and  with 
refpt£l  to  yourfelf,  it  is  as  confident  that  you .  obtain  a 
verdi£l  againil  the  man  in  the  ppon  as  agaii[)ft  me ;  neither 
do  I  fee  how  you  can  continue  the  profecution  againlt  me 
as  you  would  have  done  againft  one  of  yoiir  own  people 
who  had  abfented  himfelf  becaufe  he  was  profecuted : 
what  paiTed  at  Dover  proves  that  my  departure  from 
lingl^nd  was  no  fecret. 

My  necefiary  abjfence  from  your  country  now,  in  con* 
fequence  of  my  duty  here,  affords  the  opportunity  of  knpw- 
ing  whether  the  profecution  was  intended  againft  Thomas 
Paine,  or  againft  the  rights  of  the  people  of  England  to 
inveftigate  fyftems  and  principles  of  government }  for  as  I 
(Cannot  now  be  the  objefl:  of  the  profecution,  the  going  on 
with  the  profecution  will  (hew  that  fomething  elfe  was  the 
obje£):,  and  that  fomething  elfe  can  be  no  other  than  the 
people  of  England,  for  it  is  againft  their  rights  and  not  . 
againft  me,  that  a  verdid):  or  fentence  can  operate^  if  it 
can  operate  at  all.  Be  then  fo  candid  as  to  teU  the  jury 
(if  you  choofe  to  continue  the  procefs)  whom  it  is  you 
are  profecuting,  and  on  whom  it  is  tliat  the  verdi£^  is  to 
fall. 

But  I  have  other  reafons  than  thofe  I  havp  mentioned 
for  writing  you  this  letter,  and,  however  you  may  cbpofe 
to  interpret  them,  they  proceed  from  a  gpod  heart.  The 
time,  Sir,  is  becoming  too  ferious  to  play  with  court  pro- 
fccutions,  and  fport  with  national  rights.  The  terrible 
examples  th^t  have  taken  place  here^  upon  men  who  lefs 
fhan  a  year  ago  thought  themfelves  as  fecure  as  any  pro- 

feoutinj 
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fecuting  judge,  jury,  or  attorney-general,  can  now  do 
in  England,  ought  to  have  fome  weight  with  men  ia 
your  Otuation.  That  the  government  of  England  is  as 
great,  if  not  the  greateft,  perfefiion  of  fraud  and  corrup- 
tion that  ever  took  place  fipce  governments  began,  is 
what  you  cannot  be  a  ftranger.  to,  un}efs  the  conftant 
liabit  of  feeing  it  has  bUnded  youi  fenfes ;  but  though 
^  you  may  not  choofe  to  fee  it,  the  people  are  feeing  it 
very  faft,  and  the  progrefs  is  beyond  what  you  may  choofe 
to  believe.  Is  it  poSible  that  you  or  I  can  believe,  or 
that  reafon  can  make  any  other  man  believe,  that  the  ca« 
pacity  of  fuch  a  man  as  Mr.  Guelph,  or  any  of  his  profli- 
gate fons,  is  neceflary  to  the  government  of  a  nation.  I 
fpeak  to  you  as  one  man  ought  to  fpeak  to  another )  and 
I  know  alfo,  that  I  fpeak  what  other  people  are  beginning 
%D  think. 

That  you  cannot  obtain  a  verdiA  (and  if  you  do  it  will 
£gnify  nothing)  without  packing  a  jury,  (and  we  both 
know  that  fuch  tricks  are  praftifed,)  is  what  I  have  very 
good  reafon  to  believe.  I  have  gone  into  coffee-houfes, 
and  places  where  I  was  unknown,  on  purpofe  to  learn  the 
currency  of  opinion,  and  I  never  yet  faw  any  company  of 
twelve  men  that  condemned  the  book,  but  I  have  often 
found  a  greater  number  than  twelve  approving  it,  and  this 
is  I  think  a  fair  way  of  colle£l:ing  the  natural  currency  of 
opinion.  Do  not  then.  Sir,  be  the  inftrument  of  drawing 
twelve  men  into  a  fituation  that  may  be  injurious  to  them 
afterwards.  I  do  not  fpeak  this  from  policy,  but  from 
benevolence ;  but  if  you  choofe  to  go  on  with  the  prdcefs, 
I  make  it  my  requeft  to  you  that  you  will  read  this  letter 
in  cojurt,  after  which  the  judge  and  the  jury  may  do  as 
they  pleafe^  As  I  do  not  conGder  myfelf  the  objed  of 
the  profecution,  neither  can  I  be  afFe^led  by  the  iflue,  one 
way  or  the  other,  I  (hall,  though  a  foreigner  in  your 
country,  fubfcribe  as  much  money  as  any  other  man  to- 
wards fupporting  the  right  of  the  nation  againft  the  pro- 
fecution ;  and  it  is  for  this  purpofe  only  that  I  (hall  do  it* 

Thomas  Pains. 
'^o  Archibald  MacdonalD| 
Attorhey^General. 
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No.  IX. 

JlhJiraH  gf  PETibN*/  Speech^  intended  to  have  hem  de^ 
Hvered  in  Reply  to  Robespierre'j  Anfwer  to 
LouvetV  Accujation  ;  and  Petion'j  Letter  to  the 
Jacobin  Club.  £xtra£ted  from  the  MercuiQ 
Frs^^oisy  No*  du  17  Novembre  1792. 

THE  inferences  drawn  from  Petion's  publication  are 
thefe : 

I.  That  the  men  who  have  aflumed  to  themfelTes  the 
glory  of  the  loth  of  Auguft,  are  thofe  to  whom  it  leaft 
belongs ;  that  it  is  due  to  thofe  who  prepared  th«  ercnr^ 
to  the  imperious  nature  of  things^  to  the  brave  federates^ 
and  their  fecret  directors. 

a.  That  the  commutiei  inftead  of  putting  an  end  to  the 
revolutionary  effort  when  its  obje£l  was  attained,  thought 
it  more  dignified  to  enter  into  a  flate  of  rivalfhip  with  the 
Icgiflative  afTembly ;  whofe  decrees  they  obeyed  or  refifted^ 
juft  as  they  found  them  favourable  or  contradidory  to 
their  views. 

3.  1  hat  from  that  epoch,  Petion  retained  only  a  fliadow 
of  power,  and  that  he  was  unwilling  that  his  name  ihould 
be  annexed  to  a  multitude  of  irregular  a£ls. 

4-  That  Robefpierre  affumed  the  greateft.afcendaocy 
in  the  council ;  that  fubfequently  to  the  decree  for  open- 
ing  the  barriers,  he  faw  nothing  but  precipices  and  con* 
fpiracies,  and  was  continually  denouncing  fuppofed  con- 
fpirators  \  that  he  inflamed  the  people  by  the  moft  ani* 
mated  declamations  ;  that  the  ft^ions  were  influenced  by 
thefc  imprefTions,  communicated  them  to  others. 

5*  That  the  committee  of  iDfpefiion  filled  the  prifons  ; 
that  a  inan,  whofe  very  name  is  become  odious,  and  in- 
fpires  terror  in  the  minds  of  peaceable  citizens^  Maratj 
had  affumed  the  diredion  of  the  police. 

6.  That  the  crimes  of  the  2d  of  September  and  the  fol- 
lowing days  would  not  have  taken  place,  or  would  have 
been  (topped,  if  thofe  who  had  in  their  hands  the  dire£lion 
4)f  the  armed  forqe  ha4  beheld  them  with  horror  \  that 

thofe 
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thofc  who  committed  the  maflacres  in  the  prifons  were  very 
few  in  number ;  that  Pction  was  only  informed  of  the 
event  in  a  vague  and  indirect  manner ;  that  he  immedi- 
ately wrote  to  the  commandant-general,  from  whom  he 
received  no  anfwer ;  that  he  wrote  again,  and  the  com« 
mandantpgeneral  replied,  that  he  had  given  orders,  but 
they  were  not  obeyed. 

7.  That  the  committee  of  infpeAion  of  the  commune 
had,  in  fa£^,  ifiued  a  decree  of  arreft  againft  the  minifteri 
Roland,  on  the  4th  of  September,  a  period  when  the  maC» 
facres  were  ft  ill  continued. 

8.  That  the  ele£lorai  afTembly  was  influenced,  com* 
manded,  by  a  fmall  number  of  men ;  and  that  the  elec- 
tions were  regulated  by  lids  which  were  exa£lly  foI« 
lowed. 

9.  That  freih  maflacres  were  announced  for  the  20th 
of  September  \  that  feveral  reprefentatives  of  the  people, 
the  mofl:  ardent  defenders  of  liberty,  were  pointed  out  as 
vidims ;  that  Petion  had  often  feverely  reproached  Robe* 
fpierre  for  the  fufpicions  he  entertained  of  feveral  deputies, 
and  particularly  Briflbt,  and  that  Robefpierre  had  aflTured 
him  that  BriflTot  was  fold  to  Brunfwick. 

Finally,  That  he  did  not  believe  that  Robefpierre  had 
afpired  to  the  di£latorlhip,  but  that  Marat  had  folicited  it 
on  his  behalf.  If  ferocity  were  not  the  chara£teri(lic  of 
folly,  Petion  added,  there  would  be  nothing  fo  ridiculous 
as  that  being  whom  nature  feems  exprefsly  to  have  marked 
If ith  the  feal  of  reprobation. 

Jerome  PetionV  Letter  to  the  Jacobin  Club. 

For  fome  time  paft  attacks,  more  or  lefs  direil,  more 
or  lefs  violent,  have  been  levelled  at  me  in  this  fociety. 
Till  now,  I  never  thought  it  neceflary  to  anfwer,  but  it  is 
time  to  ftop  this  fyftem  of  intrigue  and  calumny.  I  do' 
not  love  to  fpeak  of  myfelf  j  1  never  permitted  myfelf  in 
public  to  fay  a  (ingle  word  of  the  fervices  I  had  rendered  \ 
at  this  day  it  becomes  a  duty,  and  I  &all  perform  it,  with- 
out afi^e£ling  a  falfe  deltcacyt 

I  loved  and  cultivated  liberty  before  her  birth  in  my 
country. 

I  gave  myfelf  up  to  the  ftudy  of  laws  and  govern  mcnts, 
and,  before  the  revolution,  was  the  author  of  feveral 
^orksj  which  breathe  tlie  Igve  of  equality  and  liberty. 
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In  the  conftituent  afleinbly,  I  defended  the  rights  of  the 
people  with  courage  and  conftancy. 

At  the  period  of  the  famous  feceffion,  I  faved  this  fo- 
ciety.  I  remember  a  period  when  it  was  compofed  only 
of  three  members  of  the  national  affembly,  and  twenty  er 
thirty  other  citizens.  Terror  had  difperfed  the  reft.  It 
had  driven  away  many  who,  at  this  day,  z&  the  moft 
cpnfpicuous  parts  in  the  dtib.  Of  the  three  members  of 
i^e  aflembly,  one  was  little  known.  Robefpierre,  though 
he  enjoyed  a  high  reputation  for  patriotifm,  had  not  ac- 
quired that  eftimation  which  is  deiived  from  wifdom  and 
temperan.ce  in  the  conduct  of  public  afiairs.  I  have  feen 
Hobefpierre  trembling ;  Robefpierre  propofing;  flight ; 
Robefpierre  not  daring  to  ihew  htmfelf  in  the  afiembly,— 
Aik  him  if  I  trembled. 

I  faved  Robefpierre  himfelf  from  perfecution,  by  at« 
taching  myfelf  to  his  lot,  when  he  was  deferted  by  the  reft 
of  the  world. 

I  h^ve  more  than  once  faved  Paris,  and  fpaved  the  Uood 
gf  the  people. 

I  contributed,  in  no  flight  degree,  to  bring  on  the  events 
of  the  loth  of  Auguft. 

I  have,  finCe  that  period,  found  my  influence  confider- 
ably  reduced ;  the  public  will  judge  whether  that  redac- 
t'.on  has  been  beneficial  or  injurious  to  the  welfare  of  this 
^ity,  and  the  tranquillity  of  the  inhabitants* 

I  ftill  retain  hopes  of  ferving  my  country. 

I  declare  that  I  do  not,  nor  ever  will  belong  to  any 
party. 

I  declare  that  I  know  npt  of  a  BrtJJbfin^fadion ;  that  in 
fpite  of  the  general  blindnefs  and  warmth  on  this  fubje^i, 
thi^  faflion  is  a  mere  chimera,  and  that  there  is  no  ntian 
fo  little  qualified  to  be  the  head  of  a  party  as  Briflbt. 

I  declare  that  the  Jacobin  club  has  repdered  moft  im- 
portant fervices  to  the  potintnr,  that  it  may  ftill  continue 
tp  dp  fo^  and  that  I  will  defend  the  fociety  with  all  my 
firength,  but  without  prejudice ;  that  I  will  ^dopt  their 
opinions  Hrhen  I  think  them  reafonable,  but  ^ili  combat 
them  when  I  think  them  erroneous. 

When  we  contemplate  fome  of  thofe  men  who  zSc€t 
an  appearance  of  fuch  ardent  patriotifm  ;  thofe  boafters  in 
the  caufe  of  liberty,  whp  but  lately  were  flares,  and  who 
would  to-morrow  relapfe  into  the  fame  condition  under  a 
king }  thofe  men  who  have  the  prefyimpiion  to  a^t  that 

no 
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no  one  elfe  is  capable  of  attaining  their  height  r  it  is  fttf.    < 
ficient  to  excite  a  difguft  againft  patriotifm,  in  every  heart 
where  that  virtue  is  not  deeply  engraved. 

As  for  myfelf,  I  am,  at  this  day,  what  I  have  ever  beem 
Immovable  in  my  principles,  I  fay  that  whatever  may 
happen,  I  will  die  free. 


No.  X. 

Robespierre'/  Letter  to  Jerome  Fetiok,   occa'^ 
Jioned  by  the  preceding  Publications^ 

TTow  greati  my  dear  Pction,  is  the  inftability  of  human 
T^  affiirs,  when  you,  heretofore  my  brother  in  arms, 
and  at  the  fame  time  the  moft  gentle  of  mankind,  on  % 
fudden  declare  yourfelf  the  moft  violent  of  my  accufers ! 
Do  not  fuppofe  from  this  exordium  that  it  is  my  intention 
to  fpcak  either  of  you  or  of  myfclf.  We  are  but  two 
atoms,  loft  in  the  immenfity  of  the  moral  and  political 
world.  I  am  not  going  to  anfwer  your  inculpations ;  (I 
am  accufed  of  having  already  (hewn  too  much  condefcen*- 
lion  in  that  refpeA  ;)  but  your  prefent  political  dofirines* 
It  would  now,  perhaps,  be  rather  too  late  to  refute  your 
fpeech }  but  it  is  always  time  to  defend  truth  and  prin- 
ciples. Our  quarrels  are  but  tppics  of  a  day ;  principles 
are  eternal. 

It  is  on  this  condition  only,  my  dear  Petion,  that  I  will 
take  up  the  gauntlet  you  have  thrown.  Tou  will  even  le- 
cognize,  in  my  manner  of  combating,  the  friendihip  or  the 
weaknefs  I  formerly  felt  for  you.  If  in  this  difpute,  which 
is  entirely  philanthropic,  you  (hould  be  expofed  to  fome 
flight  blows,  they  will  be  aimed  only  at  your  vanity ;  and 
you  have,  beforehand,  put  me  quite  at  cafe  on  that  head, 
by  declaring  that  you  have  none.  Befides,  the  right  of 
cenfure  is  reciprocal  *,  it  is  the  (hield  of  liberty  ;  and  you 
are  fo  fincerely  attached  to  principles,  that  you  will,  I  am 
fure,  feel  more  pleafure  in  being  yourfelf  the  objeS  of  it, 
than  you  experienced  in  exercifing  it  againft  me. 

Iwm 
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t  will  not  diflemble  ^hat  one  of  the  fmoft  powerful  of 
the  motives  which  induce  me  to  enter  into  the  lids  againft 
tou  is  the  defire  of  feeing  thofe  heroic  anions  which  do 
honour  to  the  French  nation,  and  to  the  human  race,  and 
which  you,  undoubtedly  from  not  knowing  them^  have 
mifreprefented,  faithfully  tranfmitt^d  to  pofterity.  I  will 
remind  you  of  circumdances  known  to  fix  hundred  tbou^ 
fand  perfons ;  and  I  (hall  not  be  expofed  to  fufpicion ;  for 
I  was,  almofl  as  much  as  yourfelf,  a  ftranger  to  the  glori- 
ous events  of  our  laft  revolution  ^  we  have  only  the  fatif- 
fadlion  of  knowing,  that  at  that  memorable  period  the 
country  had  many  defenders,  more  ufeful  than  either  of  us. 

In  the  firft  place,  it  feems  to  me  that  you  do  not  fpeak 
of  the  revolution  which  has  broken  our  fetters  with  all  the 
refpcft  that  it  defcrvcs.  Whence  arifes  the  acrimonjf 
with  which  you  exprcfs  yourfelf  refpedling  every  tranT- 
a£):Ion,  and  every  individual  at  all  connefied  with  that 
event? 

When  you  fay  that  the  event  Is  principally  to  be 
afcribed,  to  thofe  who  prepared  it,  it  is  evident  that 
you  allude  to  thofe  who  did  not  accomplifli  it.  And 
if  it  is  to  yourfelf  that  you  mean  principally  to  ad- 
vert, you  muft  (hare  that  merit  with  all  thofe  who 
have  defended  the  caufe  of  liberty.  Tou  are  willing 
to  yield  a  fmall  portion  to  the  federates,  to  whom  you 
never  ceafed  to  recommend  inadion;  whom  you  gave 
yourfelf  no  trouble  to  procure  the  means  of  remaining  at 
jraris ; — to  their  fecret  dire£tors,  of  whom  you  never  fpoke 
but  with  uneafinefs  and  midrud,  men  whom  you  and 
your  aflbciates  now  clafs  in  the  rank  of  agitators.  Do  yott 
know  that  member  of  the  legiflative  aflembly  who  on  the 
9th  of  Auguft  faid  to  one  of  his  friends,  <<  If  the  people 
<<  are  timid,  or  hefitate,  blow  my  brains  out  with  a  piftol, 
<<  and  let  my  bloody  corpfe  be  dragged  about  Paris,  that 
<<  revenge  may  lead  the  people  to  liberty !  This  is  one 
of  the  men  whom  your  friends  inceflantly  calunmiate* 

But  why  do  you  not,  with  equal  readinefs,  do  juftice  to 
the  people  of  Paris  ? 

Why  do  you  not,  at  lead  among  thofe  who  prepared 
the  revolution,  enumerate  the  fe£Uons  of  Paris,  fo  much 
flandcred  fince  that  perioil  by  your  aflbciates  ?  Indead  of 
aiding  their  pernicious  defigns,  why  do  you  not  remind 
the  departments,  deceived  by  their  impodures,  that,  for 
more  than  a  month,  they  had  declared  themfelves  perma- 
V  nent^ 
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vent,  that  ihey  had  firaalized  their  ufeful  adivity  by  im- 
mortal deciee8>  the  inuilUble  precarfors  of  the  revolution  ? 
Why  did  you  not  fay  that  it  was  they  who  folemnly  dtf* 
cuiled  the  facrcd  neceffity  of  infurre£kion,  who  rallied  alt 
the  foldicrs  of  liberty,  and  who»  in  the.  night  of  the  gth 
of  Auguft,  at  leneth  ga?e  the  fignal  of  battle  againft  a 
Tcbellious  and  con^iring  eourt  ?  Do  you  not  perceive  that 
this  politic  and  courageous  proceeding  was  abfolutely  ne^ 
ceflary,  to  unite  and  dire£l  the  popular  force  againft  the 
aati-revolutionary  army  aflembled  by  the  tyrants  in  Paris  f 
This  was  not  all ;   it  was  neceflary  to  create  a  central 
authority,  to  fubftituce  for  thofe  who  had  loft  the  confi- 
dence of  the  pec^le.    This  authority  could  not  be  vetted 
in  the  department,  notorioufly  fold  to  the  court ;  or  in 
your  old  department,  which  had  juft  refufed  the  requeft 
of  the  citizens  to  throw  down  the  butts  of  la  Fayette  anA 
Bailly,  where  the  moft  zealous  reprefentatives  of  the  people 
had  oeen  infulted  with  impunity,  by  fateliites,  and  even 
by  their  colleagues,  while  you  prefided,  and  even  in  your 
prefence.     Tou  might,  then,  have  praifed  the  prudence 
of  the  fefkions  who  named  commiffioners  to  replace  the 
old  council-general  of  the  commuffe,  and  who  invefted  them 
with  full  powers  to  fave  the  commune  of  Paris,  and  all 
France.     By  what  fatality,  my  dear  Petion,  does  it  happen 
that  this  new  councdUgeneral  is  the  principal  objeA  of  the 
libellous  publication  on  which  we  are  now  engaged  ?   You 
have  permitted  an  important  avowal  to  efcape  you,  under 
the  form  of  a  qualification  of  your  reproaches.     ^  Thefe 
<^  commiffioners,  nevertheUff^  (you  fay,)  conceived  a  grand 
<*  idea,  and  took  a  bold  ftep,  in  polfefling  themfelves  of 
*<  all  the  municipal  powers,  in  putting  themfelves  in  the 
*<  place  of  the  council-general,  whofe  weaknefs  or  cor- 
**  ruption  they  dreaded ;  they  xourageoufly  riflced  their 
••  lives,   if  fucccfs  had  not  croWned  their    entcrprifc."^ 
What  was  this  enterprife  ?    The  dettruft*on  of  tyranny  :   x 
then  they  expofed  themfelves  in  the  caufe  of  liberty.   Add,  ' 
if  you  pleafe,  that  in  the  firtt  days  of  September  they 
(hook  Paris,  and  all  France,  to  cruA  the  armies  of  defpo- 
tifm ;  and  you  will  be  compelled  to  own,  that  they  have 
twice  faved  the  country.     Do  you  then  afTume  the  pen  to 
join  their  detractors  ?  When  fublime  aftions  prefent  them- 
felves for  admiration,  whence  arifes  this  mania  of  feeking 
for  a  few  defeds  to  cenfure  ?    If  a  nation  is  ungrateful,  it 
has  fome  fort  of  right  to  be  fo.     Citizens  owe  every  thing 
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to  tbclr  country,  and  the  country  owes  nothing  to  them*$ 
or  at  lead  it  is  their  duty  to  pardon  her  injufticc  :  but 
you,  citizen,  by  what  right  do  you  fpeak  of  the  deilroyers 
of  tyranny  in  the  fame  terms  as  tyrants  themfelves  ?  Tou 
CTcn  go  die  length  of  attempting  to  wreft  from  them  the 
merit  of  thofe  fervices  you  have  fo  recently  acknowledged^ 
by  faying  that  the  revolution  of  the  lotb  of  Augufi  would  hin^e 
ban  effeBei  without  them*  Strange  manner  of  appreciatitig 
thofe  who  fo  powerfully  contributed  to  it  I  Had  you  btan  aft 
the  houfe  of  the  commune  you  would  have  known  where 
was  the  rallying  point  for  the  people  *,  that  it  was  with  the 
new  magiftrates  that  the  defenders  of  liberty  maintained  a 
conftant  communication ;  you  would  have  known  how 
great  were  their  exertions  to  procure  for  the  citizens  am-^ 
"    *  munition  and  arms,  and  to  ftifle  the  confpiracy  of  the 

court.  Tou  would  have  feen  the  calm  and  tranquil  cou- 
rage with  which,  among  other  things,  they  performed,  in 
that  dreadful  crifis,  a  decifive  a£tion.  I  allude  to  the 
treachery  of  the  commandant  of  the  national  guard,  who, 
in  confederacy  with  the  confpirators  of  the  TuiUeries,  had 
given  orders  to  the  of&cers  of  the  corps^de^refer^se  to  let  the 
people  advance,  and  therf  fire  upon  them  in  the  rear,  at 
the  fame  time  that  the  c<innon  of  the  caftle  fliould  mow 
them  down  in  front.  The  council-general  difcovered  this 
plot  in  the  Qiiddle  of  the  night ;  they  fent  twice  for  the 
commandant-general,  who  did  not  obey  till  the  fecond 
fummons;  they  prefented  to  him  the  fatal  order^  figned 
with  his  hand,  and  which  (till  remains  in  the  archives  of 
the  commune  \  the  council-general  caufed  the  traitor  to  be 
arreiled,  and  adopted  meafures  equally  prompt  and  vigor- 
ous  to  difconcert  his  treafonabl^  defigns*  Without  this, 
liberty  was  at  an  end ;  and  yet  you  do  not  deign  to  give 
this  circumftance  a  place  among  thofe  which  decided  the 
▼idory  in  favor  of  the  people  I  What  are  the  enormous 
crimes  which,  in  your  contemplation,  have  effiiccd  the 
merit  of  thefe  fervices^? 

*  Robefpierre  difplsys  conrammate  art  in  giving  this  falfe  account 
of  the  circumftanceft  auending  the  murder  of  Mandat.  He  knew  that 
Petion,  who  hirofelf  had  figned  the  order  to  repel  force  bv  force, 
would  not  dare  to  contradif^,  or  challenge  a  proof  of  ihefe  faas  \  and 
the  infinuation  that  fome  written  document  was  preferved  in  the 
archives  of  the  tmmunt  is  well  calculated  to  intimidate  the  treacherous 
*        Petion. 

Who 
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Who  would  believe  it?  You  reproach  the  couticU- 
general  for  not  having  abdicated,  on  the-  morrow  of  the 
combat  at  the  Tuilleries,  the  authority  with  which  they 
had  been  inCmfted  by  die  people,  and  which  the  legiflative 
aflembly  had  fandioned,  in  ORler  to  recall  the  old  munici- 
pality, and,  eonfequently,  the  old  diredory*  Tou  attributi 
Ms  cmduB  to  the  hve  of  pofver  ! 

You  reproach  the  council-general  with  having  prolonged 
the  revolutionary  effort  beyond  the  neceffary  period* 
What  was  this  efibrt  ?  You  do  not  defcribe  it :  it  is  pro* 
bable  that  the  neceffary  period  to  which  you  allude,  was 
the  fame  you  had  fixed  as  the  time  for  abdication.  So 
that,  according  to  you,  the  revolutionary  effort  ought  to 
have  lafted  four-and-twenty  hours  precifely ;  you  meafure 
political  revolutions  by  thofe  of  the  fun.  But  as  you 
found  yourfelf  poffeffed  of  that  infinite  wifdom,  which  re- 
gulates by  certain  laws  the  mod  irregular  phenomena  of 
the  moral  world,  why  did  not  you  fay  to  tne  people,  as 
the  Almighty  fays  to  the  ocean,  <*  Thus  far  (halt  thou 
••  come,  and  here  (hall  thy  proud  waves  be  ftayed  ?"  Why 
did  you  not  come,  and  create  in  one  day  a  new  political 
world,  as  the  Creator  formed  the  world  in  three  days. 
You  did  not  appear  at  the  commune  till  the  third  day  aftet 
the  capture  of  the  Tuilleries*  You  came  to  announce  to 
OS,  that  the  committee  of  twenty*one  in  the  legiflativc 
aflembly  was  willing  to  fan£tion  the  revolution,  and  con*' 
firm  all  the  oBi  of  the  commune.  This  was  but  a  preamble 
to  the  further  information  that  the  committee  of  twenty* 
one  in  the  legiflative  affembly  had  a  report  ready,  the  ef- 
itOt  of  which  was  to  recall  the  old  municipality.  This  idea, 
with  which  you  feemed  infinitely  delighted,  was  unani- 
moufly  reje£led  by  the  council  general,  as  the  infallible 
means  of  knitting  up  the  threads  of  thofe  confpiracies 
which  ought  to  be  broken  for  ever.  The  fame  day  you 
made  a  long  fpeech  to  prove  that  Louis  XVI.  ought  not 
to  be  (hut  up  in  the  tower  of  the  Temple,  and  that  if  he 
was  not  lodged  in  a  magnificent  hotel,  aU  France  would 
rife  againft  the  commune ;  your  opinion  was  over-ruled. 
You  appeared  alarmed;  you  feemed  to  think  that  the 
council-general  was  actuated  by  madnefs.  You  fpoke  of 
it  in  the  moft  unqualified  terms ;  you  thought  its  Jlyle  and 
difpefition  both  reprehenjtlk.  You  were  continually  fighing 
for  the  return  of  your  femi-^riftocratic  municipality.  You 
thought  to  punUh  the  council-general  by  abfenting  your- 
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felf ;   and  continually  held  councils  with  your  friendSf 
cither  at  the  committee  of  twenty-one,  or  at  your  own 
houfe,  to  concert  meafures  for  its  diflolution.     You  were, 
like  Achilles,  fulky  with  the  Greeks.     You  fee  how  much 
your  reproaches  againft   the  commune  are  disfigured  by 
paf&oci,  and,  I  will  not  fay  how  unjuft,  but  how  childi(h 
they  are.     You  were  terrijied^  you  fay,  at  the  difordcr,  the 
tumult,  the  fptrit  which  prevailed  in  that  ajfemblj*     The 
fpirit  which   animated  the  defenders  of  liberty  terrified 
you !  You  difcufs  the  necelTity  of  filence,  not  like  a  ftatef- 
man,  but  like  the  regent  of  a  college.    You  wonder  that 
the  council  gei\eral,  infiead  of  conjining  itfelfio  the  affairs  rf 
the  commune,  rather  refembled  a  political  affembly,      The 
public  liberty  occupied  a  part  of  their  deliberations  on  the 
1 2th  and  13th  of  Auguft!    They  were  wrong,  undoabt« 
edly,  they  (hould  have  debated  only  on  the  duties  of  fco" 
vengers  and  lamp-lighters !   For  what  befides  had  the  people 
appointed  them  ?     They  difcourfed  of  plots  againfl  the  public 
liberty.    What  folly  to  think  of  plots !  Did  any  ever  cxift  ? 
or  if  they  did,  was  it  the  buGnefs  of  the  counciUgencral  to 
counter a£k  them?     Citizens   were  denounced  b^ore  them. 
Was  it  not  enough,  on  the  loth  of  Auguft,  to  have  con- 
quered the  Swifs  foldiers,  and  have  loft  a  great  number  of 
patriots?  Could  they  think  the  following  days  properly 
(pent  in  arrefting  confpirators !  in  denouncing  Montmorioj 
Depoix,   Duport,  Lamballe,  and  fo  many  other  worthy 
people !    Thefe  crimes  muft  be  punifhed.     They  cited  them 
to  their  bar*  They  ought,  at  leaft,  to  have  waited  on  them, 
at  their  own  houfes,  to  have  paid  them  a  vifit  in  a  body ! 
^ey  beard  them  in  public.     It  would  have  been  better  to 
fubjedi  them  to  a  private  interrogatory.     Tiej  difm^td 
them  ifacqtAttedi  or  elfe  detained  them.     They  ought  neither 
to  have  been  difmiired  or  detained  !     The  ctiftomary  rules 
were  totally  difpenfed  with.      Hang  me  up  thefe  municipal 
officers !  what,  violate  cuftomary  rules  during  a  revolu- 
tion I    You  do  not  tell  us  what  rules  thefe  were,  but  with 
fuch  guilty  magiflrates,  it  is  not  worth  while  to  defcend 
to  particulars.     Was  it  any  bufinefs  of  theirs  to  adopt 
precautions  to  render  the  event  of  the  battle  of  the  Tuil- 
lerics  favourable  to  liberty?    Prudent  Petion,  the  commune 
of  Paris  had  raifed  the  ftandard  of  infurredion,  in  the 
name  of  the  country ;  the  caufe  of  the  commune  intereftcd 
all  France. 
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The  efferwfeende  of  the  public  mind  tvas  fo  "great  ^  that  it 
tons  impoffible  to  reftrain  the  t&rrent.  What  rjnraged  were 
occafioned  by  this  torrent  of  efFervcfcent  minds !  All  their 
deliberations  were  inflamed  with  the  impetuofity  of  enthuftafm, 
Roufe  up  your  choler  againft  the  enthuiiafm  of  liberty ; 
never  ftop  to  inquire  whether  thefe  deliberations  were 
good  or  bad.  They  fucceeded  each  other  with  a  terrifying 
rapidity.  You  are  always  terrified :  take  courage ;  in  an 
urgent  crifis,  when  all  people  animated  with  the  fame 
fpirit^  rapidity  of  difcuffion  is  rather  a  confolatory»  than  an 
alarming  phenomenon.  Day  and  night  the  council  general 
continued  their  fittings.  Scoundrels!  to  confecrate  their 
days  and  nights  to  the  public  weal ! 

/  would  not  fuffer  my  name  to  he  annexed  to  a  multitude  of 
cBs^  no  lefs  irregular  than  contrary  to  principle.  What  prin- 
ciples ?  Not  thofe  by  which  tyranny  was  deftroyed.  What 
are  we  to  conclude  but  that  your  flumbers  weye  lefs  inter- 
rupted, and  that  the  revolution  is  a  nullity,  becaufe  not 
fan£lioned  by  the  fignature  of  Jerome  Petion  ? 

/  Wfl/  equally  fenfihle  thai  prudence  required  me  not  to  ap^f 
prove^  orjlrengtben  by  my  prefence^  the  tranfaBions  then  pajf" 
fVai^.^ii^ExaQIy  fo ;  the  council*general  was  without  autho- 
rity ;  in  vain  the  people  had  created  it ;  in  vain  the  people 
approved  it  \  you  refufed  your  approbation.  Take  care  of 
yourfclf,  my  dear  Petion,  this  language  excites  a  fufpicion 
of  di£bator(hip. 

Thofe  whom  myprefence  incommoded  were  very  folicitous  to 
make  the  people  believe  that  Ipreftded  at  all  their  operations  s 
and  that  nothing  was  done  but  in  concert  with  m^.-^Whom 
did  your  prefence  incommode  f  Were  you  not  a  good  ci- 
tizen ?  and  the  delegates  whom  the  people,  in  the  night 
of  the  pth  of  Auguft,  had  judged  worthy  to  defend  their 
caufe,  were  they  of  lefs  importance  than  yourfelf  I  Had 
the  people  forbid  them  to  fulfil  the  objecb  of  their  mif&on 
without  the  confent  of  Jerome  Petion  ?  Do  you  believe 
that  citizens  armed  for  the  overthrow  of  defpot^m  are  fo 
idolatrous,  fo  cowardly,  fo  ftupid  as  you  would  infinuate  i 

Ifeldom  made  my  appearance  :  if  at  that  time  I  had  loudly 
declared  myfentiments  of  oppofltion^  it  would  have  occafioned  a 
fchifm  ^whicb  might  have  been  produSive  of  unhappy  confe-* 
quences  :  there  is  in  every  thing  a  moment  of  maturity  y  which 
ought  prudently  to  be  turned  to  advantage. — I  firmly  believe 
you  to  be  a  man  eminently  endowed  with  the  gift  of  pru^ 
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dent/y  turning  to  odvantagt  the  m§ment  of  maturity*  Ytt, 
whether  you  had  declared  in  favor  of  the  old  municipality, 
difmifTed  by  the  public  voicCi  or  for  the  new  council  of 
the  commune^  or  for  or  againft  the  revolution  \  I  mud 
doubt  whether  you  would  have  been  fo  unfortunate  as  to 
have  occafioned  a  fatal  fchifm. 

It  muil  be  acknowledged  that  this  ftyle  of  reafoning  ap- 
pears extraordinary  \  but  your  imagination,  though  gen^ 
rally  quiet  enough,  is  fo  much  ftruck  with  every  thing  re- 
lating to  our  lad  revolution,  that  you  fee  monfters  and 
crimes  where  other  men  difcern  only  ordinary  eventS|.  or 
virtuous  anions-  Thus  you  confefs  yourfelf  to  be  ihocked 
that  the  council-general  of  the  commune  (hould  have  thougbt 
it  necefiary  to  prolong  the  ihutting  of  the  barriers  four- 
and*twenty  hours  beyond  the  moment  you  had  fixed  for 
their  being  thrown  open ;  and  becaufe  I  was  acddentallf 
of  their  opir^ion,  you  fpeak  of  my  propolal  in  tenns  lile 
thofe  you  would  ufe  to  defcribe  an  eruption]  of  Mount 
Vefuvius.  You  indulge  yourfelf  iq  declamations,  and 
draw  portraits,  but  you  prefent  no  izQjg  ;  and  dill  left 
reafons.  Tou  are  compaflionate  towards  thofe  traitors 
who  were  adverfarious  to  liberty,  and  inexorable  only  to* 
wards  the  mod  zealous  patriots. 

Tou  even  renew  the  reproaches  which  Loavet  has  rent- 
ed againft  the  comsnune^  for  having  prefeated  too  violent 
petitions  to  ^he  legiilative  afTembly  \  but  in  terms  mach 
more  vague,  and  infignificant,  though  not  lefs  rath.  I 
can  only  refer  you  to  my  anlVer  to  Loavet.  But  hov 
could  you  fo  far  forget  every  principle  of  libertr,  as  to 
fubmit  to  this  abfurd  and  procraftinated  inquiry  into 
words  uttered  during  the  mod  ftormy  days  of  the  rerolu- 
tion  ?  How  could  you  forget  in  what  manner  the  confti* 
tuted  authorities  were  then  compofed,  and  what  were  the 
rights  of  the  people  ?  I  am  particularly  grieved  to  fee  jros 
tranfgrefs  the  fidelity  of  hiftory,  to  transfer  to  the  phan- 
tom of  a^conftituted  power,  which  now  no  longer  aifts, 
the^glory  of  thofe  illuftrious  a£bs,  which  belongs  to  the 
people.  In  the  legiflative  aflembly  we  can  only  praifc  a 
few  individuals  who  were  worthy  of  the  public  confidence; 
but  who  does  not  know  that  the  majority  was  bafe  and 
corrupt  ?  that  it  deified  la  Fayette,  acquitted  all  confif' 
cators,  and  was  in  league  with  the  court  againft  the  na- 
tion ?    Who  does  not  know  that  the  aflbmbly  £ivared,  as 

much  as  poiGble,  all  thofe  treafions^  which,  but  for  the 
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rnfurr^Aion  of  the  loth  of  Augud,  would  have  yields 
France  into  the  hands  of  the  foreign  armies,  and  to  the  rage 
of  tyrants ;  who  does  not  know  the  fervile  bafenefs  with 
which  Louis  XVI.  was  received  in  the  bofom  of  the  af- 
fembly,  at  the  moment  when  vidory  was  yet  wavering 
between  liberty  and  defpotifm  !  Who  does  not  know  that 
when  all  parties  rofe  with  a  fudden  motion,  and  faluced 
the  nation,  with  an  unanimous  exclamation,  the  thunder 
of  the  people  had  already  pealed  in  their  ears  ?  Who  does 
not  know,  that  it  was  at  the  roar  of  cannon,  the  cry  of 
▼idory,  and  even  on  the  petition  of  the  triumphant  people, 
that  the  afl*emMy  took  the  oath  of  equality ;  that  when  it 
aboli(hed  the  di(lin£lions  between  adive  and  paflive  citi* 
zens,  the  fediions,  then  permanent,  had  already  received 
them  without  discrimination;  that  the  people  were  already, 
overturning  the  ftatues  of  kings,  when  the  afTembly  de- 
creed their  deftm&ion ;  that  the  people  were  matters  of 
the  king's  fate  when  the  aflembly  decreed  his  fufpenfion  ; 
that  the  people  were  mafters  of  their  own  lot,  and  had  re- 
fumed  the  exercife  of  their  right,  when,  on  the  formal  de- 
mand of  the  people,  the  aflembly  decreed  the  convocation 
of  a  national  convention ;  in  fine,  that  the  people  were 
abandoned  or  betrayed  by  all  their  delegates,  when  they 
were  obliged  to  tffcCt  their  own  deliverance :  what  do 
yott  mean,  then,  by  fiat  dignified  charaBtr  of  the  legijlative 
iodjf  m)hich  faved  the  empire^  and  that  indire£):  reproach 
againft  the  city  of  Paris,  for  having  retrained  the  liberty 
of  the  ^mbly,  when  it  is  obvious  that  all  the  decrees 
which  you  extol  were  produced  by  thofe  imperious  cir- 
cumftances  which  the  people  had  created  by  the  infurrec- 
tion  of  the  loth  of  Auguft  ?  '^  Whit  ri^ht  have  you  to  im- 
jpute  a*  a  crime  to  the  commune  of  Paris  certain  petitions 
which  the  public  intereft  required,  which  were  adopted, 
almoft  without  exception,  by  the  aflembly  itfelf ;  petitions 
which  united  with  the  language  of  free  men,  the  rules  of 
decorum,  and  a  vctptEt  cSven  for  the  ibadow  of  an  expiring 
reprefentation. 

It  was  noci^^  communt  that  entered  into  a  Jlate  of  rivaljbip 
tuitb  the  affembly ;  but  certain  members  of  the  aflembly, 
youf  Mentors;  who  were  defirous  todeftroy  the  commune  f 
who,  on  the  very  morrow  of  the  loth  of  Auguft,  began 
to  rally  all  the  enemies  of  the  revolution,  who,  from  that 
moment,  diluminated  the  people  of  Paris  in  all  the  de- 
partments, ^ho  laboured  kiceflantly  to  lull  or  to  deceive 
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tbe  kgiflatiTe  body,  that  it  nught  beoooie  the  ioftrameot 
of  their  pitiful  intrigues.  In  a  fortnight  afterwardsi 
when  the  Pmffians  were  adTanciug  towards  PaWi  vbeii 
the  C9mmwte^  to  the  found  of  the  tocfin  and  the  abns 
gun,  aficmbled  ia  xbcCiamp-de^Mari  the  innumerable  io- 
habitants  of  this  great  city,  what  were  Brifibt  and  his 
allies  about  ?  Caballing,  and  telling  lies.  What  was  Ro- 
land doing  ?  Pofting  up  bills  againll  the  Parifiaos ;  be 
wanted  to  take  flight,  with  the  ezecutire  council,  the  kiiigf 
and  the  aflcmbly.  To  flatter  tbo(e  who  hare  endangered 
tbe  people,  to  defame  thofe  who  have  fcnred  then,  wbt 
can  we  call  this  condud,  but  doubly  to  betray  the  poUic 
caufe? 

Here,  I  confcfs,  you  embarrafs  me  extremely.  Hov 
docs  it  happen,  I  (hall  be  afked,  that  a  man  fo  praife- 
worthy  in  the  republic,  as  Jerome  Fction,  can  have  rea- 
foned  and  written  in  fuch  a  manner  ?  I  believe,  howcrer, 
that  I  can  explain .  the  matter,  by  means  which  you  four- 
fclf  have  furniftied. 

The  mayor  of  Paris,  you  fay,  in  your  fpeech,  fpeakiog 
of  this  difaftrous  epoch,  the  loth  of  Auguft,  vhms  m  longtr 
a  centre  of  union.  I  noas  etntinued  in  my  place  ;  hut  had  o»lj 
an  empty  title.  Ifeldom  appeared  at  tbe  commune.  Iv»s 
not  informed  of  any  thing*  That  is  the  Iz&i  you  were  not 
there.  You  were  the  Crillon  of  the  laft  rtvolution.  But 
the  whole  truth  muft  be  told :  it  will,  at  fiift,  aftoDift 
thofe  who,  far  from  the  fcene  of  aOioo,  learn  the  bifto^ 
of  France  in  Roland's  pamphlet,  and  in  the  joonals  of 
Rcederer,  Gorfas,  and  other  writers  of  diat  ftamp.  Tou 
will  not,  however,  deny  the  faAs  I  am  about  to  nofold* 
You  will  ingenuoufly  confefs  that  you  did  all  in  your  power 
to  impede  the  revolution  of  the  loth  of  Auguft  Not 
that  you  are  inimical  to  liberty,  far  from  it :  bat,  in  tbe 
firft  place,  you  are  naturally  unfufpicious,  and  cooU  not 
believe  in  the  confptracies  of  the  court,  with  which  we 
were  beeirt.  You  had  a  pitying  fmiie  for  thofe  who  men- 
tioned them  to  you  {  fo  that  you  feparated  yourfclf  frsoi 
the  patric>ts  of  the  committee  of  police,  who  did  beliere  in 
them,  and  they  were  obliged  to  difpcnfe  with  your  figiU' 
ture.  in  giving  orders  for  the  diftributioa  of  anununition 
to  the  federates. 

You  h.id  already,  feveral  times,  rendered  tl^e  indpicnt 

infurre£lion    abortive,   by  running  through  the  feAion< 

and  the  fuburbs^  preaching  order  and  tn|oqttillity«    ^^^ 
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had  fettered  the  courage  both  of  the  people  and  the  fede- 
rates.— Nothing  could  be  more  dangerous  than  this  con* 
du£ty  an  attempt  of  the  kind,  if  relinquiflied,  delivered 
up  the  people  to  the  fword  of  tyranny.  Mean  time  the 
danger  became  more  urgent,  and  proofs  of  the  proje£k 
framed  by  the  court  to  murder  the  patriots,  were  ttniYerfai. 
The  revolutionary  directory  of  the  citizen  federates  had 
fixed  on  the  night  of  the  9th  of  Auguft  for  fupprtffing  it. 
Your  ufual  prudence  led  you  to  exert  every  meams  to  op- 
pofe  their  intention.  You  fpoke  to  all  men  of  the  neceflity 
of  remaining  calm  and  peaceful.  The  7th  of  Auguft,  I 
was  furprifed  by  a  vifit  from  the  Mayor  of  Paris  $  it  was 
the  firfl  time  of  my  being  fo  honoured,  though  formerly 
extremely  intimate.  I  concluded  that  fome  great  motive 
had  brought  you  %  you  harangued  to  me,  for  a  whole  hour, 
on  the  dangers  of  infurre£lion.  I  had  no  particular  in- 
fluence over  events :  but,  as  I  often  went  to  the  fociety 
of  friends  of  the  conftitution,  where  the  members  of  the 
dino^ory  of  the  federates  habitually  went,  you  eame(Uy« 
prefled  me  to  pre?.ch  your  dodrine  in  that  fociety.  You 
told  me  it  would  be  neceflary  to  defer  refiftance  to  oppref- 
fion,  until  the  afiembly  ihould  have  pronounced  the  king's 
forfeitujre  of  the  crown :  but,  at  the  fame  time,  leifure 
muft  be  allowed  for  the  difcuffion  of  this  great  queftion, 
will  all  poffible  premeditation.  You  could,  however,  oflFer 
no  fecurity  that  the  court  would  adjourn  their  projeA  of 
cutting  our  throats,  for  fo  long  a  time  as  it  might  pleafe 
the  national  aflembly  to  adjourn  the  king's  forfeiture ;  and 
it  was  well  known  that  at  that  time,  the  royalift  party 
predominated  in  the  aflembly ;  your  own  Briflbt,  himfelf, 
and  his  friends  had  pronounced  feveral  long  feeeches,  the 
only  obje£l  of  which  was  to  prove,  that  the  difcttflion 
ought  to  be  deferred,  and  deferred  without  end.  Yott 
even  know  how  much  their  equivocal  condu£l  had  dif- 
gufted  the  public }  who  perceived  that  their  projedi  was 
to  alarm  the  court  with  the  fear  of  an  infurreaion,  in 
order  to  fecure  the  return  to  office  the  minifters  of  their 
own  choofing*  I  myfelf  might  have  developed  thefe  inyf-t 
teries  }  but  fuch  was  my  confidence  in  you,  and  fuch,  to 
fpeak  the  truth,  the  fentimeats  of  friendlhip,  wh^ch  your 
unexpedied  condefcenfion  revived  in  my  heart,  that  I,  to 
a  certain  degree,  thought  you  in  the  right  ^  but  the  people 
and  the  federates  judged  difierently,  and  there  was  a  ge* 
n^ral  preparation  for  infunefkion.     Your  opinions  ftill 
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bidOed  your  condu&»  and  even  in  the  night  of  the  9th  of 
Aiigufti  at  the  moment  when  the  (eAions  were  all  ready 
to  mardi,  they  receiYed  from  you  a  prelhng  circidar  letter^ 
in  which  you  conjured  them  to  remain  quiet.  Whait  a 
moment  to  give  fuch  advice  i  Some  appeared  inclined  to 
follow  it,  and  a  general  confultation  was  held*  The  fee- 
tion  du  Tifdire  Frarifou,  where  the  Marfeillois  battalioa 
refided,  had  acquired  a  great  afcendencyt  by  the  courage 
which  it  had  conftantly  ^fplayed*  Danton,  who  was  pre* 
fident  of  that  fe£iion,  reje£led  your  letter  with  the  enei^ 
which  he  always  has  exhibited  in  moments  of  great  danger 
to  the  country ;  the  tocfin  was  rung  in  all  quarters.  But 
all  thofe  who  were  going  to  devote  themfelves  in  the  caufe 
of  liberty  were  fenfible  that  their  efibrts  would  be  unavail- 
ing, if  his  honor  the  mayor  came,  according  to  cuftom, 
to  thwart  their  operations,  and  to  relax  and  divide  the 
effedl  of  the  popular  force.  Citizens  of  Paris  and  fede* 
rates,  all  were  agreed  on  the  neceflity  of  one  preliminary 
ftep  of  infinite  prudence,  which  you  do  not  mention,  the 
objcd  of  which  was  to  put  it  out  of  your  power  to  renew 
your  pacific  operations  and  fermons :  you  were  confined 
by  order  of  the  people,  in  your  own  houfe,  under  the  ho* 
XK>urable  pretence  of  infuring  your  fafety.  Too  muft  re- 
colled,  that  on  the  morrow  of  the  1 1  th  or  12th  of  Auguft, 
when  the  victory  was  gained,  Briflbt  and  Guadet,  in  de» 
iyair  at  the  turn  things  had  taken,  loudly  vented  their 
choler  at  your  table,  in  prefence  of  many  witnefles ;  they 
openly  reprimanded  you  for  the  facility  with  which  you 
obeyed  the  will  of  the  people ;  Brifibt  even  carried  hi^ 
familiarity  fo  far  as  to  accufc  you  of  cowardice}  he 
charged  you,  at  leaft,  to  put  a  fpoke  in  the  wheel  of  the 
revolution^  which  you  had  been  unable  to  keep  inadive  ; 
and  you,  like  a  docile  pupil,  appeared  the  next  day  at  the 
ecmmufUi  to  announce  that  projc^  of  a  committee  of  twenty* 
one,  fuggefted  by  them,  and  which  I  have  already  men-* 
tinned. 

I  do  not  mean  to  affert  that  you  have  an  invincible 
antipathy  for  popular  commotions,  or  that  your  zeal  for 
the  public  tranquillity  admits  of  no  exception ;  but  you 
are  always  guuicd  by  the  fame  impuife.  You  (hewed  at 
much  complaifance  for  the  riot  of  the  aothof  June,  as  you 
difplayed  repugnance  to  the  infurrc&ion  of  the  loth  of 
Auguft.  What  could  occafion  this  contradiAion  of  con* 
dtt£t»    I  will  explain  it.    The  revolution  in  Auguft  was 
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expcAcd  to  produce  public  liberty }  the  armed  pfoceffioo^ 
in  Jttiiei  the  recall  of  the  minifters  Claviere  and  Roland* 
The  event  in  Auguft  was  provoked  by  the  neceffity  of  the 
public  welfare ;  that  in  June  by  the  artifices  of  intrigue* 
On  both  occafionS)  the  citizens  were  guided  by  the  pureft 
Hiotives,  but  on  the  aoth  of  June  they  were  deceived* 
They  were  not  apprifed  that  the  petition  prefented  in  their 
name  would  be  furreptitioufly  altered,  and  that,  to  the 
grand  obje&s  of  national  welfare  which  formed  its  bafis,  a 
dexterous  hand  would  fubjoin  a  demand  of  the  recall  of 
MeiTrs.  Claviere  and  Roland.  While  the  throne  yet  con- 
tinued to  (land,  I  was  cautious  of  publilhing  my  opinion 
on  this  point ;  it  was  enough  for  patriots  to  know  that  the 
court  attempted  to  turn  this  event  to  the  difadvantage  of 
liberty,  to  attempt  juftifying  it,  and  no  one  ftept  forward 
with  more  zeal  and  franknefs  than  myfelf  to  defend  you 
againft  all  the  perfecutions  to  which  it  gave  rifct  But  at  thi» 
day  it  is  of  ufe  that  I  (hould  freely  publifb  my  real  opinion. 
Befides,  the  intriguers  who  furrounded  you  preferred  the 
kind  of  infurre£tion  which  took  place  in  the  20th  of  June^ 
^s  tending  to  reftore  them  to  office.  Thus,  though  it  wat 
publicly  announced  for  eight  days,  though  their  emiflar 
ries  publicly  ran  about  the  fuburbs,  and  even  complained 
of  the  ill  fuccefs  of  their  efforts,  you  took  no  ftep  to  pre- 
vent them.  Tou  might  have  done  it  with  much  more  fa- 
cility than  you  retarded  the  general  iufurre£iion  againft 
tyranny.  Even  the  coUrt  was  not  difpleafed,  as  your  pvrtf 
furniihed  a  pretence  for  calumniating  the  popular  caufe^ 
good  citizens,  only,  publicly  oppofed  the  infurre£bion.  The 
^y  before  it  took  place  I  met  Chabot,  who,  like  myfelf 
faw  with  useafineCi  the  miferable  manceuvre  which  was 
in  preparation.  I  advifed  him  to  repair  to  the  fauzbourg 
St.  Antoine,  where  the  petitioners  were  aflemblcd,  to  en» 
lighten  them  with  refpe^^to  the  nature  of  this  proceeding; 
he  harangued  the  people  in  the  church  of  the  ^mtm^ 
Vingis.  He  was  too  late,  and  his  civic  homily  was  cut 
fliort  by  thefe. words,  pronounced  in  the  prefence  of  three 
thoufand  pcrfons :  <*  We  are  fecure  of  Petion :  It  is 
<<  Petion's  order :  Petion  is  on  our  fide/'  It  was  fortunate 
for  you  on  this  occafion  that  you  were  attacked  by  the 
enemies  of  the  people,  and  defended  by  thofe  very  pa- 
triots, who  internally  blamed,  your,  condu A; ;  for  you  had. 
ferioufly  eodangf  ted  your  reputation-  foF  prudence  and  in* 
tegrity  \  and  however  wrong  the  directory  who  perfecuted 
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you  might  be  in  thci#  motives  and  means,  it  iaceitaiii 
tbev  were  but  loo  much  ia  the  right  as  to  certain  fa£h  i 
ana  howeter  conftitntional  Camas  might  feem,in  an  o|Nidoa 
which  he  pnUUhed  againft  you,  which  I  was  far  from  ap-' 
{rnmng,  at  leaft  be  was  not  in  the  wrong  when  he  accnfed 
yoUf  very  ungenteeiy  to  be  fure,  of  having  lud  to  the  poUici 
and  to  the  legiflative  aflcmblyi  in  the  account  yon  gare 
them  of  your  conduct  in  this  particular.  The  people  alone 
was  in  tiie  right.  Neither  you  nor  your  ddvmarics  were 
exempt  from  blame :  yet  this  was  one  of  the  prindpal 
fburees  of  your  popularity. , 

The  court  daily  laboured  to  augment  it  by  their  abfard 
attacks,  and  by  their  plots.  The  intriguers,  calling  them- 
fehres  patriots,  who  looked  on  your  popularity  as  their 
patrimony,  fwelled  it  by  all  the  great  means  then  at  their 
difpofal.  The  real  friends  of  the  country  fupportcd  it 
with  all  their  powers.  The  thick*headed  Louis  XVI. 
thought  he  faw  a  rival  in  the  Jacobin  mayor  of  Paris; 
but  Oefar^  on  contemplating,  your  countenance,  dilated 
with  an  eternal  fmile^  would  have  faid,  <<  This  it  not  die 
^  man  who  will  tear  the  empire  from  me.*  The  day  of 
the  federation  arrived,  and  the  armed  citizens  came  mm 
all  parts  of  the  country  to  offer  to  you  the  homage  of  public 
ffteem.  You  were  the  hero  of  the  federation  in  1 792,  as  la 
Fayette  was  in  1790,  but  la  Fayette's  adorers  were  &vcs; 
your  partifans  were  free  men ;  the  applaufes  they  were  pkaf- 
ed  to  lavifli  on  you,  turned  to  execrations  which  they  ierd- 
led  againft  tbe,tyraht.  Your  glory  was  pure  as  the  heart  of 
patriocifm,  or  as  the  love  of  liberty.  How  eafy  would  it 
have  been  to  you  to  aflure  for  ever  the  happioefs  of  joor 
country,  and  with  the  fame  blow  to  deftroy  both  defpodiin 
and  intrigue.  But^  far  from  fuflfering  yourfelf,  even  for  a 
moment,  to  be  led  away  by  the  glorious  deftiny  of  Fnmce, 
you  employed  yourfelf  only  in  arreiUng  its  progrefs.  Ffom 
thai  day  you  have  been  continually  retreating  towards  that 
miierable  fyftem  of  intrigucy  in  which  you  were  gilt  ^ 
that  petty  ambitious  faAion  which  befet  you. 

Such  are  the  unfortimate  circumilances  whidi  bate 
fimied  you,  my  dear  Petion,  even  without  your  knowledge, 
a^nft  the  kft  revolution,  and  even  againft  the  city  of 
Paris.  Anger^  femetioBes,  entered  into  celeftial  miods; 
and  anger  has  placed  in  your  hands  the  arrows  which  yott 
kt  fly  agabft  the  elcdhnal  afif  mUy  of  the  department  of 

Paris* 

Toa 


APPENDIX,    No- X.  507 

Tou  perfuaded  yourfelf  that  you  had  grounds  of  com« 
plaint  againft  that  aficmbly,  becaufe  you  were  only  nomi* 
nated  as  a  deputy  to  the  convention  on  the  fecond  fcrutiny, 
Q  human  weakncfs !  you  could  not  evcrn  for  a  moment 
difguife  your  clagrin^  and  rather  than  be  aflfronted  by  the 
priority  of  another  citizen,  you  preferred  being  chofen  third 
at  Chartres,  to  being  fecond  at  Paris ;  and  on  the  very  next 
day,  at  the  opening  of  the  fitting,  you  e4ger]y  declared  to 
the  eledoral  aiTembly,  that  you  would  not  be  deputy  for 
the  department  of  Paris  ^  you  fliurmed  the  aflembly  from 
that  moment,  as  before  you  had  (hunned  the  commune. 
Tet  you  repeat  all  ^the  calumnious  aWfurdities  heaped  oa 
that  body  by  difappointed  ftupid  intriguers.  I  am  again 
obliged  to  refer  you  to  my  anfwer  to  Louvet,  whom  you 
have  weakly  and  imperfedlly  copied. 

But  what  have  the  Jacobins  done  to  you  ?  What  could 
be  your  inducement  to  pod  that  ftrange  placard?  Was  it 
the  fervices  they  have  rendered  their  country,  and  the  great 
influence  they  alfo  had  in  bringing  about  the  laft  revolu<» 
tion  ?  Does  this  fingle  crime  efface,  in  your  judgment,  all 
the  benefits  for  which  you  were  yourfelf  indebted  to  the 
patriots  who  people  this  immortal  city? 

I  no  hnger  retain  thefy^me  influence  o%>er  events^  you  con* 
tinually  exclaim  in  a  plaintive  tone ;  time  njoill Jbew  whether 
that  circumjiance  has  hen  beneficial  or  injurious  to  Paris  and 
the  welfare  of  its  inhabitants.  Is  this  meant  as  a  threat  ? 
Are  you  determined  to  punifli  us  ?  Does  only  a  remnant  of 
pity  plead  in  your  breaft  in  favor  of  Paris  ?  Why  then  do 
you  not  undertake  her  defence  againft  the  bafe  penecution^ 
of  her  daftardly  enemies  ? 

/  have  more  than  once  faved  Paris  s  and  I  have  fpared  the 
blood  of  the  people. 

Who  is  the  man  that  can  deliberately  rank  among  the 
fervices  which  he  has  rendered  to  the  people,  that  of  not 
ordering  them  to  be  aflaflinated  ?  If  a  general  boafts,  that 
by  ordering  a  ceflation  of  carnage,  he  has  fpared  human 
blood,  I  can  conceive  him :  but  what  affinity  is  there  be« 
tweeo  the  functions  of  a  mayor,  and  the  maflacre  of  citi- 
zens ?  Are  the  friends  of  humanity  to  eftimate  their  civil 
virtues  by  a  contraft  with  the  monftrous  excefles  of  tyranny  ? 
But  by  what  right  could  Petion  command  the  murder  of 
the  people  who  prote£bed  him ;  of  the  people  who,  on  the 
^otfa  of  June,  might  have  exclaimed,  *<  It  is  you  and 
i(  yo^r  party  who  have  led  us  to  daughter.'* 

Ibavi 


joS  APPENDIX,    No.  X. 

I  have  more  than  Mce  faved  Paris  ^'^{htfofe  tht  I6th  of 
Auguil,)  It  is  certain  that  many  heroic  adions  are  ftill 
ihrouded  in  darknefs^  but  pray  inform  us  cxadlly  how  many 
times  you  faved  the  country,  and  we  will  ereO  to  you,  at 
leaft,  an  equal  number  of  llatues*  The  gratitude  of  the 
whole  4iuman  race  has  confecrated  the  names  of  thofe 
who  have  only  once  faved  liberty,  what  (hould  we  do  for 
the  man  to  whom  this  fort  of  tranfa£lions  is  fo  familiar 
that  he  docs  not  even  condefcend  to  enumerate  them  ? 

/  have  faved  R9befpierre  him/elf  from  perfecuiion^  by  attach^ 
ing  myfelf  ta  his  lot.  What  a  combination  !  After  fo  great 
an  aSion,  what  need  can  there  be  to  recite  one  fo  indif<* 
ferent  ?  It  would  not  claim  difcuflfion  but  for  the  import-* 
ance  you  annex  to  it.  You  are  defirous  to  recur  to  that 
honorable  period  of  your  life,  when,  during  the  revifion  of 
the  conftitution,  you,  with  a  few  of  your  colleagues,  ful- 
filled the  duties  of  a  faithful  reprefentative.  By  whom 
was  I  then  perfecuted  ?  By  la  Fayette  and  his  fadlion^  as 
I  now  am  by  the  fafiions  which  fucceeded  them.  For 
what  caufe  was  I  perfecuted,  but  the  caufe  of  liberty  ?  And 
why  were  you  not  alfo  perfecuted,  yourfelf  ?  Why  do  yott 
aflume  that  you  attached  yourfelf  to  my  lot,  rather  than 
tkat  I  attached  myfelf  to  yours  ?  What  do  I  fay  ?  Why 
is  it  faid  that  you  were  attached  to  me,  rather  than  to  the 
country,  or,  at  lead,  to  your  own  honor  ?  And  how  could 
you  imagine  that  your  prote£lion  availed  me  more  than 
the  public  intereft,  and  the  facred  caufe  which  I  had  ef-  « 
|)Oufed  ? 

But  admitting  that  you  have  faved  us  all ;  would  this 
great  kindncfs  give  you  a  right  to  deftroy  us,  or  evep  to 
calumniate  a  Gngle  individual  ?  The  vileft  infe£t  revolts 
againft  the  man  who  attempts  to  cruih  him ;  and  I  againft 
Jerome  Petion,  as  well  in  my  own  name,  as  in  the  name 
of  all  good  citizens  againft  whom  he  declares  war.  What 
a  moment  have  you  feleded  for  your  attack  ?  I  had,  in 
oppofition  to  calumny,  juft  gained  a  vidiory,  an  eafy 
viflory,  in  which  I  was  far  from  exulting.  You  feeretly 
came  to  the  field,  armed  cap-a-pie,  but  the  rapidity  of  the 
eombat  was  fuch,  that  you  had  not  time  to  draw  your 
fword,  and  at  the  moment  when  I  was  peaceably  retreat- 
ing from  the  field  of  battle,  you  came  and  aflaulted  me  ia 
the  rear. 

You  couW  not  then  refolve  to  return  into  your  port-folio 
your  difmal  fpeech.    The  dircftors  of  your  political  con- 
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fcience  gave  you  to  underftand  that  the  credit  of  the  party 
was  too  cruelly  endangered^  by  fo  (hameful  a  check,  that 
your  civic  chef^d^ceuvre  alone  could  repair  it,  and  you  de- 
livered it  to  the  printer.  But  as  it  undoubtedly  forms  dne 
of  the  principles  of  the  coterie  *,  that  all  means  are  legi- 
timate which  tend  to  promote  the  good  caufe,  you  thought 
it  your  duty  to  prepare  for  the  fuccefs  of  this  fagacious 
manoeuvre,  by  a  pofting-bill  againft  the  Jacobins,  in  which 
you  fend  forth  a  (harpened  arrow  againft  me.  The  refult 
was,  a  decree  from  the  dire£lory  of  mayoralty,  confirmed 
by  that  of  the  minifter  of  the  interior,  importing  that  the 
above-mentioned  pofting-bill  (hall  be  printed  at  the  end  of 
Jerome  Petion's  fpeech  ;  that  moft  honorable  mention  ihall 
be  made  of  both  by  all  the  public  news-writers,  and  that 
they  {hall  be  diftributed  to  all  the  adminiftrative  bodies,  to 
all  the  municipalities  throughout  the  republic,  to  all  reAors, 
amd  clergymen.  The  virtuous  Roland  ought  honeftly  to 
inform  the  committee  of  finance,  how  much  this  new  dif- 
tribution  will  coft  the  republic:  he  might  alfo  tell  us, 
whether  thofe  who  ftop  the  juftificatory  publications  at  the 
poft-office,  when  they  are  fent  to  the  departments  by  order 
of  the  commune,  and  franked  by  the  mayor,  are  more  cau- 
tious with  refpc£t  to  covers  franked  by  the  minifter.  Can 
it  be  jufl;,  my  dear  Petion,  to  attack  us  with  fuch  unequal 
arms?  Your  want  of  generofity  is  the  more  confpicuous 
in  this  refpe£l,  that  you  are  emboldened  to  the  combat  by 
an  opinion  which  you  entertain,  that  your  name  alone 
will  give  to  your  affertions  the  authority  of  a  demonftrativc 
proof^  as  you  yourfelf  infinuate  in  your  preface.  Thus 
am  I,  without  appeal,  attainted  and  convi^ed,  before  the 
tribunal  of  the  eighty-three  departments,  of  all  the  ab- 
furdities  and  all  the  vices  which  you  impute  to  me.  For 
I  have  not  even  a  right  to  anfwer  you.  Did  I  ever  difpute 
your  tight  of  printing  every  day,  and  even  of  pofting  your 
*  virtues,  when  no  man  was  employed  in  difcuffing  them?  And 
againft  me,  who  never  juftified  myfelf,  but  in  defence  of 
my  life,  you  have  paiTed  a  law,  by  which  I  cannot  repel 
your  calumnies,  without  proving,  by  that  fingle  a£k,  an 
excefs  of  vanity.  Suffer  at  leaft,  a  word  of  animadverfion 
on  the  abufe  you  make  of  this  ftrange  privilege.  In  fa£l, 
it  is  too  much  to  arrogate  a  right  of  loudly  accufing  me  of 

*  Alluding  to  the  mectirfga  held  by  tlte  KrifLtioes  at  madame  Ro- 
lud^a, 
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cowardice,  of  pofting  that  you  fair  me  trembling.  And 
when  ?  At  the  very  time  when  la  Fayette  was  profcrib- 
ing  the  patriots;  the  day  when  with  thirty  individuals, 
among  whom  you  were  not,  I  remained  at  the  Jac<^ia 
dub,  furrounded  by  fatelUtes,  while  the  blood  of  patriots^ 
which  he  had  recently  (hed,  was  ftill  ftreaming ;  at  that 
time  when  lobdinately  defended  that  tutelary  infiittttion 
of  liberty  againft  the  formidable  fadion  which  governed 
the  conftituent  aflembly*  They  trembled  then,  in  your 
crpinion,  all  thofe  who  denounced  that  fa&ion,  in  the 
midft  of  its  guilty  fuccefs,  and  who  never  ceafcd  their 
ftruggle  for  the  rights  of  t^e  people,  which  that  faAion 
had  profcribed. 

But  for  what  purpofe  do  you  thus  cavil  at  my  conduA 
in  the  conftituent  aflembly  ?  Yoru  pretend  to  explain  yonr- 
felf  on  the  accufiition  againft  me  for  afpiring  to  the  di£b- 
torfliip,  which  vou  acknowledge  to  be  a  calumny.  What 
then  was  left  for  you  to  fay  ?  You  were  precifely  em- 
ployed to  come  to  tlie  relief  of  Louvet,  whofe  defeat  was 
forefeen,  though  it  was  not  expected  to  be  fo  fpeedy.  Tear 
comraiflion  was  to  make  a  digrei&on  on  my  general  cha* 
ra£ter  ;  and  as  it  is  well  known  that,  in  the  eyes  of  frivo- 
lous men,  abfurdities  and  errors  are  more  degrading  than 
vices,  you  have  depided  me  captious,  morofe,  and  atra* 
bilious.  Thofe  who  directed  you  knew,  by  inftind,  that 
the  only  refource  of  intrigue  was  to  hold  up,  beforebaod, 
to  the  public  opinion,  thofe  who  might  unmalk  them,  ai 
fufpiciousj  vifionary  btingt^  ever  ready  U  denounce  rajblj  ;  mm 
ef  ghomy  imaginations^  wbo  every  where  fee  chimeras ^  preeu- 
pices i  phtSf  and  monflers  s  and  tncreover,  vain^  ambitious^  and 
dcfirous  of  making  court  to  the  peopie^^-'^Vtxj  well,  mjr 
dear  Petion,  nothing  can  be  better  conceived  than  to  com- 
pare the  people  to  kings,  and  the  friends  of  liberty  to 
courtiers ;  for  if  this  opinion  prevails,  a  vaft  fielu  lies 
open  to  thofe  political  (harpers,  who  do  not  flatter  the 
people,  but  who  plunder  them,  and  cut  their  throats. 
And,  in  fad,  fo  many  pay  their  court  to  kings  or  to  mi- 
ni fters,  the  depofitaries  of  the  public  power  and  wealth, 
that  they  may  eafily  hope  for  pardon  who  court  the  peopltt 
by  defending  the  caufe  of  juftice  and  humanity  i  for  I 
call  you  yourfelf  to  witnefs  that  fuch  are  the  only  means 
by  which  they  can  be  flattered. 

As  for  men  of  gloomy  imaginations,  I  muft  do  you  the 
juftice  to  acknowledge,  that  you  were  ever  exempt  from 

that 


^ 


APPENDIX,    No.X  511 

that  fault.  I  am  a  witnefs  that  you  never  beliered  in  any 
plot  againft  the  (late,  till  after  it  was  executed.  I  am  a 
witness,  that  till  the  day  of  the  Champ'de'MarSi  you  caft 
an  eye  of  pity  on  thofe  who  fpoke  ill  of  la  Fayette  \  that, 
eren  after  that  period,  you  never  ceafed  to  put  a  favour* 
able  interpretation  on  his  intentions.  I  am  a  witnefs,  that 
when  the  fa^iion,  of  which  he  was  at  the  head,  named, 
in  the  conftituent  afiembly,  commiffioners  to  go  and  meet 
Louis  XVL  in  his  return  from  Varennes,  they  caft  their 
eyes  on  you,  as  the  leaft  dangerous  of  all  the  patriots, 
and  as  a  proper  perfon  to  be  joined  with  Bamave,  and  la 
Tour  Maubourg.  I  am  witnefs,  that  after  la  Fayette  had 
afliimed  the  command  of  the  armies,  you,  on  an  hundred 
occaGons,  guaranteed  his  innocence,  and  faid  to  every  one 
who  would  give  you  a  hearing ;  <<  La  Fayette  is  on  our 
<<  fide."  I  further  atteft,  that  you  fpoke  of  the  Patrwt  Nar^ 
bmne^  and  of  the  Patriot  Mpntefquteu,  with  peculiar  vene* 
ration,  precifeiy  in  the  fame  terms  as  the  Cbromque^  and 
the  Patriote  Francois*  In  a  word,  I  atteft,  that  there  is 
hardly  a  man  at  this  day  accufed  as  a  traitor  to  the  coun^ 
try,  to  whom  you  have  not  delivered  a  fimilar  brevet  of 
patriotifm. 

I  will  pafs  my  word  for  you,  that  far  from  being 
tronblefome,  miftruftful,  and  melancholf*  you  are  the  maa 
of  all  others  whofe  blood  flows  moft  placidly,  whofe  heart 
is  leaft  agitated  by  the  fpc Aacle  of  human  perfidy,  and 
whofe  philofophy  moft  patiently  endures  the  miferies  of 
others. 

For  myfelf,  I  acknowledge  my  faults ;  and  though,  ac- 
cording to  the  opinions  of  thofe  who  have  the  beft  ineani 
of  judging,  I  am  no  lefs  eafy,  and  unfufpicious  in  private 
life  than  you  think  me  miftruftful  in  public  affairs; 
though  you  have  Ions:  experienced  this  truth,  and  mj 
fricndfliip  for  you  exifted  long  after  the  date  of  thoM 
proceedings  which  were  moft  ofienfive  to  my  priociples,  I 
own,  to  my  (hame,  that  I  have  the  weaknefi  ftill  to  be- 
lieve in  the  exiftence  of  fatal  intrigues,  which  you  perhaps 
will  guefs  at,  when  all  France  is  facrificed  to  them. 

But  jQVLf  who  but  a  fortnight  before  the  revolution  of 
the  loth  of  Auguft,  of  your  own  fpontaneous  motion, 
had  the  turpitude  to  go  to  the  king  %  we  know  not  whe- 
ther it  was  to  convert  him  or  to  juftify  yourfclf ;  you  who, 
on  the  very  eVe  of  the  infurredton,  went,  in  all  fimpHcicy, 
to  range  in  that  royal  fore  It,  to  expQfe  Jerome  Pction  to 
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die  deriGon  of  Herod's  coart,  you  who  could  not  beliere 
that  there  was  fo  much  wickednefs,  eren  in*a  courts  how 
can  you  ftill  be  fo  unrelenting  towards  thofe  who^  on  ccir- 
tain  occalions,  have  proved  that  their  folly  was  more 
feafonable  than  your  wifdom  ?  Does  your  kind-heartednefs 
extend  only  to  mountebanks  and  tyrants  P  Is  it  a  hw  iu 
nature  that  minds  di(lingui(hed  by  apathy  hate  thofe  po(^ 
jlefled  of  ardour  and  energy  ?  This  .is  certain,  that  I  air- 
ways thought  I  perceived  in  you  lefs  kindnefs  for  the 
ebullitions  of  patriotifm,  than  for  the  excefics  of  arifto- 
cracy.  For  example,  I  have  feen  you  lefs  prepoflefied 
againft  la  Fayette,  than  againft  Danton  ;  lefs  angry  with 
the  court  at  CoblentZi  than  with  the  Jacobin  club. 

You  indemnify  yourfelf,  however,  for  the  pain  you  ex-^ 
perience  in  accufing  fo  many  perfons }  you  lay  down  the 
cenfor's  rod,  to  afiume  the  panegvrift's  cenfer.  It  is  not 
neceflarv  for  me  to  fay  in  whofe  tavour ;  your  remnant  of 
popularity  was  not  to  be  expended  for  the  fole  purpofe  of 
defaming  Paris  and  the  Jacobins ;  it  was  alfo  to  revive  Uie 
credit  of  a  fadion  trembling  for  itfelf. 
.  Tou  dogmatically  aifure  us  that  you  know  not  of  a 
Briflbtine  fa£tion ;  that  Briflbt,  of  all  men  in  the  worlds 
is  the  leaft  proper  to  be  the  head  of  a  party.  You  aflert  it 
in  your  polling- bill,  you  repeat  it  in  your  fpeech.  And 
what  does  it  fignify  ?  It  is  not  my  intention  here  to  enter 
into  a  difcullion  of  BriiTot's  character.  Who  ever  faid 
that  he  was  the  head  of  a  party  ? 

I  have  not  yet  feen  among  us  a  real  head  of  a  party  ( 
eten  la  Fayette  was  not  to  be  confidered  in  that  light ;  he 
was  an  agent  for  tl)e  king ;  his  only  aim  was,  to  be  the 
moft  powerful  man  in  the  court  of  Louis  XVI.  In  France^ 
and  in  a  revolution,  the  object  of  which  is  not  to  fubftitute 
one  tyranny  for  another,  but  to  reftore  the  reign  of  juftice 
and  equality,  heads  of  parties  can  only  be  petty  knaves, 
without  either  courage  or  genius.  Now,  thefe  kind  of 
men  can  eafily  plunder,  ruin,  and  tear  the  ftate  to  pieces : 
that  is  the  moft  eafy  of  all  trades,  but  they  can  never  en* 
flave  us.  Two  powerfi^l  obftacles  will  always  oppofe  that 
undertaking,  their  mediocrity,  and  the  good  fenfe  of  the 
people. 

As  for  your  BrifTot,  fince  you  will  return  to  the  fubjeft^ 
does  it  follow,  becaufe  his  name  is  becofne  the  root  of  a 
new  conjugation,  that  the  public  look  up  to  him  as  the 
head  of  a  party  i   Efcobar  poffeflM  the  fame  honour^  and 
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^t  he  ^as  nothing  but  i  Jefuit.  If  father  Briflbt  was  ac- 
knofwledged  generaliffimo  of  all  the  BriiTotines  in  the  re- 
publiC)  he  would  certainly  be  the  mod  formidable  power 
in  Europe.  Tou  have  repeated  to  me  twenty  times,  that 
Briflbt  was  a  mere  child,  and  that  is  a  cant  word  of  the  co- 
terie, when  they  wifti  to  foften  down  certain  frauds,  fome- 
what  too  glaring,  with  which  he  is  reproached  :  they  even 
pretend  that  he  is  not  difpleafed  at  being  thus  exhibited, 
juR  as  Sixtus  Quintus  fometiines  afiectecl  simplicity, 
Sometimes  pretended  to  be  ill.  You  will  however  give 
sne  leave  to  confider  him  as  a  perverfe  child;  but  as  I 
am  unwilling  to  undertake  the  taik  of  corrediing  him,' 
permit  me  to  leave  him  to  the  pubHc.  Clootz,  who 
judges  him  with  great  forbearance,  fays,  in  his  in- 
genious and  inttru^ive  opinion.  To  - coutemplate  his  in- 
^irf^  froceedirtgif  his  lies y  Arc.  &c.  one  would  think  he  luas 
in  the  pay  of  the  enemies  of  Fretnce^  and  of  the  human  race  ; 
and  I,  ftill  more  forbearing,  confider  him  only  as  one  of 
the  mod  cxtenfive  mercantile  agents  in  Europe.  If  the 
public  form  a  more  uncharitable  opinion,  make  your  com^ 
pUint  to  them  :  and  as  you  complain  of  the  general  blind-- 
nefs  on  that  fuhjeHy  be  you  the  operator  to  remove  the 
catara£k  which  deprives  them  of  the  fight  of  fo  many  vir- 
tues. Do  not  difdain  to  enlighten  thofe  whom  you  have 
Caved.  Briflbt,  you  fay,  has  knowledge  and  genius.  Be  it 
fo.  We  are  even  credibly  informed,  that  he  has  written 
fome  large  books  :  he  is,  at  leafl:,  a  revolutionary  Dacier, 
and  a  political  Scudery.  Cloot^  alfo  pretends,  that  he 
<loes  not  carry  his  head  a  jot  higher  than  he  did  ten  years 
ago.  Now,  I  cannot  hj  whether,  ten  years  ago,  he  held 
his  head  very  high.  But  again,  what  does  all-  this  fignify  ? 
We  might  both  of  us  have  avoided  ^his  difcuITion.  You 
^ourfelf  ought  not  to  have  begun  it«  Briflbt,  extolled  by 
you,  feems  to  be  praifing  himfclf.  The  pupil  is  not  con- 
fuked  refpe^ing  the  capacity  of  his  mailer,  or  the  lover 
on  the  charms  of  hit  miflrefs.  Was  Orgon  a  competent 
judge  of  the  chara£ler  of  TartuflFe  ?  How  many  were  the 
proofs  requifite  for  the  difenchanting  of  the  credulous  man? 
and  proof  of  what  a  nature  !  Nothing  lefs  than  an  Elmira 
can  tSt&  fuch  a  prodigy.  Lepauvre  homme^  is  the  conllnnt 
anfwer  he  gives  to  every  argument ;  and  fimilarly  at  your 
houfe,  every  one  continually  repeated  Lepauvre  IVarville  *. 

*  In 

_  « 

•   Robefpierre  alludes   to    Mollcre's  comedy   called   TartufFe,    o« 

rinipodeur.  Xbf  endearing  tendernefs  of  lire  French  exclamation,  L0 
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In  vain  you  deny  this  difgraccful  fubjedlion,  the  yery 
efforts  you  make  to  repel  the  fufpicion  only  confirm  it^ 
Why  do  you  a1>yays  begin  your  fpeeches  with  this  exorr 
dium:  Never  did  hm^  in  place  think  and  afl  for  bimfelf  fit 
much  as  1  ?  Why,  in  the  preface  to  the  fpeech  we  are  diC- 
cuffing,  are  you  fo  folicitous  to  inform  your  readers,  that 
in  order  to  compofe  it  you  retired  fvitiin  ypur/e/fi  you  tuer^ 
deaf  to  the  voice  if  fr%endjhif  ;  and  had  no  cotpmunicutionnmil^ 
(iny  perfon  whomfoever*  Is  an  author  obliged  to  prove  that 
he  put  himfclf  in  clofe  confinement  to  compofe  his  books  \ 
And  are  not  fuch  oratorical  precaution^  fomewhat  fufpt- 
.   (cious  ? 

Befides,  your  whole  fpeech  proves,  that  nothing  in  it 
belongs  to  you,  exeept  perlyips,  the  colouring,  and  the 
ityle:  but  the  thoughts,  the  principles,  the  moral,  the 
aim,  the  moment  of  publication,  the  vague  accufations, 
the  declamations  unfupported  by  proof,  the  malignant  in- 
fmuations,  the  equivocal  tone,  the  crafty  windings,  grois 
contradifiions,  even  the  political  abfurdities,  the  mixturp 
of  ftmplicity  and  art,  of  qioderation,  and  rooted  malice ; 
tliofe  exhortations  to  peace,  immediately  followed  by  thofc 
infidious  reflections  which  revive  dormant  prejudices,  thofe 
farcafms  by  which  that  difcord  is  renewed  which  feemed 
at  an  end,  and  the  poftlngrbill  pafted  pn  onr  walls ;  all 
thcfe  things  are  not  your  own.  *  You  caliimniatp  yourfelf 
when  you  pretend  that  you  are  led  by  nobody.  Perhaps 
you  even  believe  it  \  but  I  will  take  my  oath  you  a^e 
quite  miilaken.  Do  people  know  when  they  are  led? 
Only  obferve  what  pafles  on  our  theatres :  when  a  dexter- 
pus  chambermaid,  or  an  intri^ing  valet,  leads  a  Gerpnte, 
or  an  Orgon,  as  it  were  in  leading-firings :  don't  you  i^e 
with  what  art  the  rogues  extol  the  wonderful  wifdom 
9nd  incredible  firmnefs  of  the  poor  man,  while  he,  in 
the  midft  of  their  noify  joy,  cries,  "  Oh  I  am  very  certain 
that  I  am  not  a  man  to  be  led,  and  if  there  is  a  ftcady 
head  in  Frgnce,  I  warrant  it  is  this  on  my  (houlders/' 

Make  proper  allowances  for  the  exaggeration  necefiary 
in  the  dramatic  art,  and  above  all  for  your  great  merits, 
and  I  wQi)ld  almoit  venture  to  a$rm  that  there  is  in  this 
portrait  fome  rcfemblance  of  yoyrfclf.  For  example,  in 
the  month  of  January  lad,  when  a  new  adminiftration  w;is 


p^vvre  bmiiKii,  18  not  adequately  conveyed  by  the  Englifli  expreiCon^ 
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Ibtmed,  t  faw  that  you  were  in  the  finn  convi^lion  that 
it  was  you  who  had  chofen  them*  When  I  alked  you,  if 
that  meafure  of  the  court  did  not  ftrike  you  as  a  little 
fttfpicious  I  you  anfwered,  wi&  an  air  of  extraordinary 
iatisfa£lion|  **  Oh  if  you  did  but  know  what  I  know  !  If 
yt>u  knew  who  it  was  that  pointed  them  out.'*  I  per- 
<%tTed  your  meaning,  and  laughing  at  your  credulity,  faid 
**  it  was  you,  perhaps;^  on  which,  rubbing  your  hands 
together,  you  gave  an  aflenting  hem !  hem  !  It  was  in  vain 
that  yoii  perfifted  in  afTuring  me  the  h6t  was  fa.  I  had 
ti30  fincens  an  efteem  for  you  to  fuppofe  that  you  had  fu& 
ficient  credit  with  Louis  AVI.  and  his  courtiers,  to  forfn 
a  miniftry.  But  I  will  inform  you  by  what  means  yod 
berfuaded  yourfelf  that  you  had  created  thefe  minifters. 
when  Briflbt,  and  certain  patriots  of  the  fame  ftamp  in 
the  legiflative  aflembly,  in  concert  with  Narbonne>  by 
die  confent  of  la  Fayette^  and  the  intervention  of  certain 
women,  fuch  as  the  oaronefs  de  Stael,  and  the  marchionefs 
de  Condorcety  had  made  all  the  arrangements,  and  the 
whole  tranfaftion  was  fettled,  Briflbt  came  to  you  and 
faid^  <'  Whom  fliall  we  appoint  minifters  i  Roland,  Cla^ 
^*  viere>— they  are  good  men !  do  you  apptote  of  them  ?— * 
«'  Eh^egad,  yes  i— Roland,  Claviere— Oh  that  would  be 
^  charming !  let  them  be  appointed  by  all  mean)i  \** — and 
(hen  you  thought  you  had  formed  the  adminiftration* 

When  thefe  minifters  were  thruft  out  by  another  fa£iion» 
the  fame  men  dexteroufly  availed  themfelves  of  your  jpo^ 
pularity  to  obtain  their  recall.  Thus  originated  the  tranlac^ 
cions  of  the  aoth  of  June  (  you  perfevered  with  fitmnefa 
towards  that  objed,  but  you  carried  yoor  views  no  fartheri^ 
becaufe  your  leaders  did  not  wifli  that  you  fiiould  go  far-i 
ther.  The  torrent  which  fubverted  the  throne,  deranged 
thrir  real  proje&s^  and  their  only  confoiation  for  the  events 
of  the  loth  of  Attguft  was,  that  uiey  were  enabled  to  recall 
Roland  and  Claviere.  They  wifli,  under  the  name  of  thefe 
two  minifters,  to  reign  for  ever;  to  efieA  which,  they 
muft  enflave  the  people ;  divide  the  convention,  in  ordct 
ta  govern  it,  and  perfeciite  the  friends  of  liberty.  Hencd 
arife  all  their  intrigues,  all  their  calumnies,  ail  their  crimes^ 
their  alliance  with  the  old  parti(ans  of  royalty  an4  arifto* 
cracy.  You  fufpefl  nothing  of  this,  and  you  fti}l  ^remain 
with  them,  becaufe  you  are  accuftomed  to  follow  where« 
ever  they  lead  you.  They  have  already  led  you  far 
tnottgb^  and  I  am  afraid  they  wiU  4cad  you  ftill  farther 
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aftray.  Refle£k  on  yourfelf,  if  it  be  poffiUe*  Ind  est* 
mine  how  heavy  the  conditions^  by  which  you  aro  bound  to 
thenii  hang  on  you. 

I  own  that  you  are,^  in.  fomc  degree*  obliged  to  them ; 
they  have  materiallyaccelerated  the  maturity  of  your  re-» 
putation  ;  cried  up  in  all  the  journals  which  were  at  their 
difpofal,  yon  were  a  deity  to  all  who  took  thofe  journals 
for  oracles*     In  a  diilant  view  fpota  are  not  difcerued,  the 
fprin;^  of  political  events  are  not  perociveH }  and  you  per- 
haps  are  the  only  inftance  among  the  defcsidf rs  <^  liberty^ 
thiou)^hout  the  world,  of  a  manwho  has  enjoyed  the  ple- 
nitude of  his  glory*     You  ougbti   however,  Ijo  miftruft 
your  good  fortune,  RoufTeau-  wUl.  infornl  you,  that  a  real 
ftatefman  fo.ws  in  one  century,  aoid  reaq)s  in  the  fucceediiig 
af^s.    Rcad'hiftory,  and  you  will  find  that  the  beMfa&cri 
of   the   human  race  were  its  martyrs^      Agia  W$8  coo* 
deinned  by  the  Ephori,  for  his  attempt  to  revive  the  laws 
of  Lycufgus;  'Cato  plunged  the  dagger  in  his  own  entrails* 
the  youTijjrer  Brutus  was  oblipred  to  deftroy  hio^lfy  after 
havinflr  killed  the  tyrant  ^  the  fon  of  Marius  expired  under 
(he  f  word  of  tyranny;   Socrates  drank  hemlock  ^  Sydney 
died  on  a  fcaiFohi  \  but  Petion,  in  an  inftant,  found  him- 
i^If  loaded  with  the  honors  recently  laviflied  on  la  Fayette* 
Had  you  fought  to  fathom  the  caufes  of  tlus  phenomenon, 
you  might  have  difcovered  that  a  detached  intrigue  lent 
iX8  fupport  to  your  patriotifnu     You  would  have  re6e£ied 
(hat  the  Guadets  of  Athens  were  not  the  friends  of  So- 
crates;  that  Brutus  and  Cato  were  not  deified  by  the 
BriiTotines  of  Rome :  and  you  would  have  difcovered  that 
you  were  the  heia  of  June  1792,  becaofe  yoii  were  aot 
deftined  to  he  the  hero  of  futuR  ages.    But  thefe  fervieca 
of  your  friends  are  abundantly  comipeafated  by  tho  adyan* 
^ges  you  have,  procured  foe  tfaeoi*    &^^  in  the  firft 
place,  that  you  fumiihed  the  moft  preeious  articlet  of  tlieir 
whole  ftock  in  trade,  I  mean  the  reputation  for  integricy 
which  you  brought  from  the  conArtuent  aflembly  i  for  in 
the  eyeg  of  jodicious  obfervers,  that  was  your  real  title  to 
glory»    Your  new  partners  have  increafed  it  by  theur  in* 
duftry,  but  far  their  own  benefit.    It  has  fervedaa  a  veil 
ta  their '  manoeuvres,  as  an  inftrument  of  their  ambition- 
k  is  your  reputation  that  haa  fumiflied  them  the  means-of 
privately  undenmining  the  edifice  of  liberty,  and  of  convert* 
ing  the  iirft  daysbf  the  republic  into  days  of  dlfcdrd^difordeo 
and  tyranny.  To  them  you  have  iacnficed  yourgkry.  Pieifis 

Heaven 


APPENDIX,    No.  X.  517 

Heaven  that  you  may,  at  leaft,  have  preferred  your  virtue  ! 
Obferre  how  they  already  dare  to  place  you  in  the  front  a&  a 
forlorn  hope,  on  defperate  occaiions  i  how  they  place  you 
in  the  fame  line  as  their  Barbaroux's  and  their  Birot- 
teau's.  Why  is  it  not  in  my  power  to  countcra£l  the 
cSeGts  of  their  pernicious  councils  by  auftere  and  ufefnl 
truth  ?  They  alone  to  whom  nature  has  imparted  greatnefs 
can  love  equality.  Others  require  (lilts  or  triumphal  cars  ; 
when  once  they  defcend  from  them,  they  feem  to  enttr 
the  tomb.  Many  men  appeared  republicans  before  there- 
was  a  republic,  and  ceafed  to  be  fo  when  once  it  was  e(la« 
bli{hed«  They  wiflied  to  degrade  thoie  who  were  above 
them,  but  would  not  defcend  from  the  eminence  to  which 
they  themfelves  were  elevated.  They  onlj  love  thofe 
revolutions  of  which  they  are  the  heroes ;  if  they  do  not 
govern,  they  think  all  is  anarchy  and  confufion;  if  the 
people  conquer  without  their  aid,  they  are  in  a  date  of 
revolt }  they  do  not  even  forgive  the  people  for  reducing 
tbeimportance  of  individuals  by  elevating  its  own  majeftic 
head. 

Such  is  the  melancholy  fecret  of  human  vanity  which 
explains  fo  many  wonderful  metamorphofes.  Such  too  is 
die  only  clue  which  can  guide  the  public  opinion  in  the 
maze  of  modern  political  events.  As  for  us,mydearPetion9 
let  us  dived  ourfelves  of  thefe  (hameful  weaknefles,  let 
us  not  be  compared  to  that  tyrant  who  wiflied  to  reduce 
the  fize  of  man  to  a  determinate  ftandard ;  let  us  not  re- 
quire that  fortune  (hould  find  a  full  compenfation  for  our 
merit;  let  us  be  content  with  the  deftiny  which  nature 
has  referved  for  us,  and  let  the  lot  of  the  human  race  be 
accompliflied. 

To  conclude,  I  repeat  your  own  phrafe,  let  us  vccupf 
wirfelva  in  the  important  concerns  of  the  republic*  But,  above 
all,  let  us  endeavour,  if  poflible,  to  acquire  the  morals  and 
principles  of  true  republicans. 


THE    END. 
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